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PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. —\— © 
FRIDAY, April 28, I797. 
MB. Earl of Chatham brought up the report of the * 


mittee of Secrecy, which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 5 


Read the bills upon the table. — Adjourned to Monday. 


| HOUSE.OF COMMONS. 
Fripay, April 28. 


At four O clock there were an hundred members preſent, 
which was a ſufficient number to make a Houſe, but there be- 
ing only 37 Members on the liſt iriſtead of 49, they could not 
make a ballot for a Committee to try the merits of the Petition 
againſt the election for the county of Kent, which being the 

firſt order of the day, the Speaker adjourned the Houle, with- 
out bin any bufineſs, till the next wy" 


—— 


2 


SATURDAY, April 29. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer preſented the following Mer. 
fage from his Maieſty: 


„„ a 1 
His Majeſty recommends it to te Houſe of Commons to conſider of enabling 
his Majeſty to make remittances from time to time to be applied to his ſervice in 
Ireland, in ſuch manner as ſhall be approved by the Parliament of that kingdom, ; 
to an amount not exceeding 1, 500, oool. on proviſion being made by the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland for diſcharging the intereſt and charges of a loan to that amount. 

And his Majeſty recommends to the Houſe to conſider of guaranteeing a loan on 
account of his ally, the Emperor,.to be applied in making good the advances to 
the amount of 1, 600, o0l. which have already been made to his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty, and to defray the charge of ſuch further advances as his Majeſty may, from 


Vor. III. 7. Ts B | 9 time 
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time to time, direct to be made in the courſe of the preſent year, to an amount 
not exceeding 2,000,000l. 


His Majeſty truſts that he ſhall experience the ready concurrence of his faithful 


Commons, at this important conjuncture, in a meaſure calculated to enable the 
Emperor the more effectually to continue 'his exertions for the ſupport of the 


common cauſe, ans for the attainment of a ous pou on ſecure and equitable 
terms. 


And his Majeſty Wies on the zeal and affection of his faithful Commons to 
provide for enabling his Majeſty io defray ſuch other extraordinary expences as 
may be neceſſary for the public TIE and to take ſuch Is as the exigency 
of i ws require. | 

155 C. R. 

On the Meſſage wing read by the Speaker, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that it be taken into 
conſideration on Monday.—Ordered. 


The Committee of Supply and Ways and Mans was put off 
to Monday next. 


General Walpole moved for a copy of the Treaty between 


Governor Trelawny and the Maroons. 
The Members to be a Committee to try the merits of the 
conteſted election for the county of Kent were choſen by 


ballot, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
_ Monvay, May 1. 


The Lord Chancellor continuing indiſpoſed, Lord Kenyon a at- 


tended as Speaker. 


The newly appointed Biſhop of Briſtol (Dr. Cornwall) was 


introduced with the uſual forms, ſworn, and took his ſeat. 
The Earl of Beverley was alſo ſworn, and took his ſeat. 


Several private bills were brought up from the Houſe of 


Com mons. 


The various bills upon the table were rad! in their Wipes 


tive ſtages.— Among theſe was the Minute of Council bill, 


which was read a third time and paſſed. 


THE CONFERENCE. 


On the Uſher of the Black Rod appriſing the Houſe that a a 
number of Members of the Houſe of Commons were waiting 
for a conference with their Lordſhips in the Painted Chamber, 
the following Peers were nominated as a deputation to confer 
with the Commons on the part of the Houſe :—Lords Sydney 
(the Chairman), Hood, Elliott, Lyttleton, Auckland, Middle- 


ton, Ha 4 ingham, Earl of Berkely, and the Biſhop of Br; It 
& 


I. 
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conſideration of their Lordſhips. 
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The conference took place in the Painted Chamber with 


the accuſtomed forms. The deputation from the Commons 


was headed by the Maſter of the Rolls, who read the reſolu- 
tions agreed to by that Houle reſpecting a plan for the more 


effectual Promulgation of the Statutes. After which he handed 


over the reſolutions to the Chairman (Lord Sydney) for the 


On the return of the deputation into the Houſe, Lord Sy4- 
ney ſtated to their Lordſhips the proceeding that had juſt taken 
place. The reſolutions of the Commons were. then read, and 
ordered to lie on the table 3 

After ſome private buſineſs had been diſpoſed of, the Houſe 


adjourned till the next day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

RD : a Monpar, Mar 1. | 
Colonel Gaſcoyne moved for leave to bring in a bill for re- 
8 Pilots in the port of Liverpool. —Granted. And 


Colonel Gaſcoyne and General Tarleton were directed to pre- 
. . . 55 


The bill for Improving the Harbour of Aberdeen was read a 
ſecond time. 77 ( . 

A Meſſage from the Lords acquainted the Houſe, that they 
had agreed to the bill for continuing and confirming the Order 


of Council for Reſtrictions of Payment in Specie at the Bank, 


and to ſeveral private bills, without any amendment; and 


' wiſhed to have the Reports of the Committee of Secrecy, * 
n 


pointed by the Houſe of Commons, laid before them. 


compliance with which requeſt, the Houſe afterwards agreed 
to ſend printed copies. of the report, and deputed a Meſſenger 


of its own, Lord Muncaſter, to carry up the ſame. _ 


Mr. Abbot moved, that a Committee of Managers ſhould be 


appointed to hold a conference with the Lords upon the means 
of enforcing a better Promulgation of the Statutes; and that 


the ſaid Committee ſhould take up a printed copy of the report 
and reſolutions of the Committee of the Houſe of Commons. 
This motion was agreed to; and the Maſter of the Rolls, Mr. 
Abbot, the Attorney and Solicitor General, the Lord Advocate of 
Scotland, Mr. Serjeant Adair, - Sir Milliam Scott, Mr. Banks, 
Mr. Hawkins Browne, Mr. Mainwaring, Mr, Bramſtone, and 


Mr. Hobart were nominated Managers of the ſaid Committee. 


The Committee afterwards held a conference with the Lords 
in the Painted Chamber; the Maſter of the Rolls reported, 


j 4 _ - WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS; ICouuoxs, 
1 that they had left the printed copies of the report. and felo- 
s lutions. 
. Mr. H. Cox wiſhed to have a further time allowed for com- 
pleting the cavalry corps. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that he ſhould, on 
a future day, propoſe to bring in a bill to that effect, unleſs 
5 e by any other perſon. | 
DISTILLERIES IN SCOTLAND. . 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he had received a petition which, upon the 
ſcore of policy and juſtice, was entitled to the attention of the 
Houſe. The petition was from the diſtillers in the Lowlands 
of Scotland. Previous to 1786 the diſtilleries in the Lowlands 
of Scotland were exciſed at ſo much per gallon, but in that 
year the mode of collecting the duties was altered, and they 
were levied upon the ſtill. At the ſame time an exception 
1 was inade in favour of the Highlands, upon ſome local con- 
1 ſiderations, many of which are now no longer preſſing. The 
I} original duty of the Lowlands was 11. 10s. per gallon, and that 


* —ů - 
— REI enero eb 


10 of the Highlands 11. In 1793, zl. more was levied upon the * 5 
i diſtilleries in the Lowlands, while no additional duty was le- 1 
4 vied upon the Highlands, which had the further advantage of 


1 an exemption alſo upon the malt. The duties on diſtilleries 
in the Lowlands were afterwards doubled, and at length roſe. 
' from 11. 10s. to 181. per gallon, and with he addition of other 
. duties impoſed this ſeſſion, amounted to 541. per gallon on the 
4 ſtittill, while the Highland diſtilleries contributed no more to the 
| | revenue than the ſum of 21. 19s. Upon this account the pe- 
Wi titioners complained, that it was impoſſible to carry on their 
1 buſineſs, becauſe a great encouragement was given in conſe- 
| bl quence to' {muggling, and. becauſe it was difficult to decide 
if upon the line 'of demarcation between the Highlands and the 
4 Lowlands. They therefore prayed the Houſe either to reduce 
4 the duties on the ſtills in the Lowlands of Scotland, or encreaſe 
4 the duties on the Highlands to a proportionate rate. This Mr. 
1 Grey conceived to be both the policy and intereſt of the Houſe 
to do; and he accordingly moved for ave. to preſent the pe- 
tition. | | 
1 The „ of the Exchequer did not riſe to object to he 
In brin ing up of the petition, provided it was properly drawn up. 
Of this, however, he entertained fome doubt; and the Houſe 
was aware, that by the orders of the Houſe, no petition could 
be preſented againſt any Tax bill in the courſe of the ſeſſion in 
which that bill was = Ts | 
The Speaker ſuſpecting there was no cauſe for thi is objection, 
Luer the petition prayed tor an alternative which it left to the. 
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option of the Houſe either to reduce the duties in the Lowlands, 


or to encreaſe them in the Nags | 
Mr. Grey read the petition. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer was ſatisfied with the pro- 


priety of the diction, but wiſhed to ſay a word or two upon the 


fact. He truſted the Houſe and the hon. Gentleman would dohim 
the juſtice to recollect, that he expreſſed it to be his intention laſt - 
ſeſſion to encreaſe the duties on the diſtilleries of the Highlands, 

and he now undertook to inform the Houfe that he had not aban- 
doned that intention, but that he had allo propoſed ſome regu- 


lations concerning the line of demarkation, upon which ſome 
pains had been taken to inveſtigate the ſubject, and he was 


already aided by the aſſiſtance of an honourable and learned 
Friend near him (the Lord Advocate) to carry his intention 


into Tory execution. 


Mr. Grey ſaid he underſtood it to be bis in teria to com- 


priſe the whole of his duty upon the ſtills in the Highlands at 
l. per gallon, which he thought too great a difference from 


the ſum of 54]. levied in the Lowlands, and ſuggeſted whether 


ſomething more might not be added to the former, 


The petition was then brought wp and read, and ordered to 


be laid upon the table. 


Mr. St. John gave notice that he ſhould defer * is motion 
concerning the deaths and caſualties of the Britiſh forces in St. 


| Domingo from Friday to Monday next. He then moved for 


an account of all the bills drawn upon the Treaſury from St. 


Domingo, from the beginning of the war to the lateſt period 
in which the accounts could be made up.—Ordered. | 


Mr. Ryder brought in the bill for indemnitying the Go- 


vernor, Deputy Governor, and perſons acting in the Britiſh 
_ Colonies, who bad permitted the importation of goods into 


thoſe Colonies in foreign bottoms. The bill was read a' firſt 


time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time the next day. 


The Maſter of the Rolls moved, * That the Report on the 
abſence of Gentlemen when the Houſe failed to make a ballot | 


4 on FF 88 be poſtponed to Monday. —Ordered. 


MIS MAJESTY'S MESSAGE. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the % 


| day on the meſſage from his Majeſty. 


The meſſage was then read, and referred to a Committee 
of Supply, as was alſo the report of the Committee of Se- 
cree y. 

On the queſtion being put, That the ſpeaker ſhould leave 
the chair. 

Mr. : 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, he did not mean to oppoſe the motion, but 
he wiſhed to have an anfwer to that queſtion before the 


Houſe proceeded to the buſineſs which was now before it. 
When we were hearing every day of what had paſſed at 


Portſmouth, it was neceſſary to know ſomething in that 
Houſe officially upon that ſubject. The neceſſary arrange- 
ments which would take place in conſequence of the late 
events, mult create very conliderable expence, for which 
Parliament muſt provide. That was an expence in one 
point of view of conſiderable importance. But in another 
point of view the matter was of more importance than any 
conſideration of the expence could be. It had in that view 
created more uneaſineſs in the mind of evety thinking man 


in this country, than he choſe at this moment to expreſs. 
He had, therefore, on a former day aſked, when it was pro- 


bable that official information ſhould come before the Houſe ; 
that queſtion was then anſwered in a general way, by an 


intimation that a communication would be made to the 


Houſe as ſoon as poſſible. Since which a conſiderable time 
had elapſed, and no communication had been made. He 


was therefore under the neceſſity of repeating his queſtion. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that in the courſe of 


a day or two a ſum of money would be propoſed to be voted 
by Parliament upon the ſubject alluded to by the right ho- 


nourable Gentleman. 


The Speaker then left the chair, and the Houſe reſolved 


Itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houle on the King' I 


meſſage. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, one part of his Ma- 
jeſty's meſſage recommends it to this Houſe to conſider of 
enabling his Majeſty to make remittances from time to 
time, to be applied to his ſervice of Ireland. The other 
part is an application from his Majeſty to this Houſe, to 


enable his Majeſty to make advances to the Emperor from 
_ time to time in the preſent year, as well as to make provi- 


ſion for the advances which have been already made to his 


Imperial Majeſty. The former of thoſe comes under the 
vote of credit. I will not trouble the Committee with an 


obſervations. on that part which reſpeCts the aid to Ireland, 


| becauſe I am apprehenſive that upon that part of the ſub- 
ject there is no variety of opinion. But the other part of 


it is ſuch, that ] cannot even in this conjuncture, hope that 
there is no difference of opinion. From what I have heard 


on a former day when this ſubject was incidentally men- 


| tioned, | 
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tioned, I cannot ſay I am ſanguine enough to truſt that the 
Committee will be entirely unanimous. I am aware that 
the motion which I thall conclude with will be objected 
to; but untill I hear the objections I ſhall content myſelf. 
with ſtating very ſhortly the nature of the queſtion which 
is now betore the Committee; which I ſhall not detain 
by imagining to them arguments in favour of the general 
policy of our endeavouring, while the war continues, to 
avail ourſelves, of the aſſiſtance and co-operation of the Em- 
peror, and of the propriety of our granting to him a pecu- 
niary ſuccour in the performance of that ſervice, to enable 
im to continue it. There was a period, in the preſent 
ſeſſion, in which there was a general, and almoſt univerſal 
concurrence in this point. That there would be nothing 
more deſirable on our part than that of having the vigorous 
co-operation of his Imperial Majeſty in the proſecution of 
the preſent conteſt, in order to bring it to a concluſion as 
favourable to us as poſſible, which we cannot ratonally hope 
for unleſs we afford to his Imperial Majeſty pecuniary aid. 
This is a topic which has already undergone ſo much diſ- 
_ cuſſion, that it is hardly poſſible for me to advance any 
thing new upon it. Indeed it can do no more than remind 
the Houſe of what it has expreſſed already by its votes upon 
that ſubject. I muſt, however, obſerve in paſling, that it 
was contended by thoſe who profeſſed themſelves friendly 
to the meaſures of Government, that while we are engaged 
in this war, we ſhould exert ourſelves, as much as poſſible, 
in the proſecution of ſuch meaſures as tend to a diverſion 
of the 5585 of the enemy, in a conteſt which affects the in- 
tereſt, at leaſt, if it does not threaten the ſafety of this coun- 
try. That general principle was hardly ever denied by any 
one. The only queſtion has always been, © how far the 
inconvenience of ſending remittances abroad could tend to 
counteract the advantages which muſt reſult to us from the 
co-operation of his Imperial Majeity ?” In diſcuſſing that 
queſtion due attention has been paid to real conomy, to 
the effect which foreign remittances from us would have 
on the courſe of exchange, to the effect which it would have 
on the internal ſtate of the country, and the circumſtances re- 
lative to the Bank. On our part, it was contended, that 
the remittances propoſed, and afterwards agreed to by par- 
liament, were agreeably to true policy even in point of 
ceconomy ; that the ſums were ſmall in proportion to the 
| beneficial effects to be expected by the diverſion which the 
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Emperor would make to the force of the enemy, and which 
would lead to a concluſion of the conteſt on the moſt fa- 
vourable terms. Such was the couſe of our arguments on 


the board and general baſis of the conteſt. On the nar- 
rower view of the queſtion, we contended, that with re- 


ference to our credit at home, to the circulation of ſpecie, 
ro the period at which the Bank would be enabled to reſume 


it payments and operations in the uſual manner, to every 
thing connected with our commercial credit at home, inde- 
_ pendent of our foreign trade and commerce, and the courſe 
of exchange, the advantages which we might gain by the 
diverſion which the Emperor made to the force of the enemy, 


was an advantage of a much higher value than that which 


could poſſibly be expected by our having withheld our for- 


eign remittances. Feeling that in the courſe of commerce, 
the means of carrying it on, on our part, were improved in 


a manner that was eſſential to your intereſt by making theſe 
foreign remittances, Parliament conſidered that the real 


balance was in your favour, in conſequence of theſe remit- 


tances, and therefore they agreed to make them. The Houſe 
is in poſſeſſion of the report of the Secret Committee, whoſe 
labours were taken up in enquiring into the cauſes of the 
diſcontinuance of the payment in ſpecie by the Bank, by 
which it appears to be their opinion that the cauſes were 
numerous; and it is evident to every one who will take the 
trouble of examining the ſubje&, that the cauſe which led 
to the actual neceſſity, which the committee agree in report- 
ing exiſted, of deferring payment in caſh, aroſe from no 
foreign remittance whatever; more remote cauſes have con- 
tributed to that effect; they are many each having its ſhare 


in diminiſhing the caſh in the Bank, and bringing it to the 


ſituation which compelled it to take the ſteps that were 
taken. It would be difficult, I believe impoſlible, to give 


to each of thoſe remote cauſes its due ſhare in producing 
the ſuſpenſion of payment in caſh at the Bank. The queſ- 
tion upon that ſubject is not to be determined eaſily. It 


not only requires that we ſhould know how much ſpecie or 
| bullion was drained out of the country by the extraordinary 
expences of the war, but alſo to the various commercial 
- tranſactions in which this country has been concerned with 

foreign parts; that again, will involve the complicated and 


intricate queſtions of the cauſe of the balance of trade, courſe 
of exchange, and a vaſt number of other topics, each in its 


But 


e 


So 
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But in viewing them all, I think it hardly poſſible for any 


one to entertain an opinion that the remittances to the Em- 


peror were the immediate, or much leſs the excluſive cauſe 
of the ſtoppage of payment by the Bank in caſh: to what 


degree theſe remittances were any cauſe of that preſſure. is A 


point on which opinions are very various. But it is a great 


cConſolation to us 10 reflect, that great as has been the drain 
upon us, that even While that drain continued, whatever 

was the temporary conſequence, ſuch was the effect of 
our flouriſhing commerce that even in the laſt year the 

courſe of exchange became more favourable to this country 
than it was at the beginning of it. It alſo appears that 
circumſtances of a temporary nature have had great effect in 
diminithing our ſpecie. "The late ſcarcity, which was ſo 


ſeverely felt in this country, had a much more conſiderable 


effect in draining our ſpecie, than any loan that was ſent to 
the Emperor. Seeing that, notwithitanding all theſe cauſes, 
many of which have now ceaſed, and of their return there 
is no reaſonable apprehenſion, the courſe of exchange has 
become more favourable even during the continuance of 
the preſſure, there is great reaſon to be ſatisfied that our 


commerce is {till flouriſhing. Perceiving that the drain on 
account of the ſcarcity of corn was one great cauſe of 


ſcarcity of ſpecie, and perceiving that we are not likely to 
feel a ſimilar evil, I ſee no reaſon why a moderate remittance 


to the Emperor ought to alarm us, eſpecially when we ſee 


that it is poſſible that ſuch a remitiance may, inſtead of 
aggravating the weight, upon us, tend to relieve us from it. 
Feeling it to be the general opinion of the Houſe, and be- 


lieving it to be the general opinion of the country, that it 
is defirable we ſhould have the vigorous co-operation of the 
Emperor in this conteſt, and knowing we cannot expect 
| that co-operation unleſs we afford pecuniary aid to his Im- 
perial Majeſty, a principle fo often confirmed by this Houſe, 
that I can hardly ſuffer myſelf to heftate as to what will 
be the deciſion of the Committee to-night, ] ſhall therefore 
move a reſolution to enable his Majeſty to make advances 
from time to time to the Emperor, to the amount of three 
millions and an half, to be repaid by his Imperial Majeſty. 


But I ſhall firſt obſerve that the fum of 200,000]. already 


voted is included in this ſum, as alſo the ſum of 1,600,000. 


already advanced to his Imperial Majeſty, fo that the ſum 
now propoſed to be advanced is about 1,880,000]. 


He then moved the hiſt reſolution, to 3 his Majeſty 
Vor. III. 17 797.⁴ on to 
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to makes advance to the above amount, and to guarantee the 
loan to the Emperor. 

Mr. Fox in reply ſaid, I flattered myſelf that after the Re- 
port of the Committee had been put into the hands of every 
Member of this Houſe, they would have ſeen the conſequence 
of tending more money abroad in too alarming a point of view 
to hear with patience the propoſal which is now made to the 


Committee ; for however the right honourable Gentleman 


D 


may exult in the flouriſhing ſtate of our commerce, however 


he may endeavour to diminiſh the effect of ſending money to 
the Emperor, by comparing it with other cauſes which have 
produced the preſent ſcarcity of cath, and however he may 


deny what never was aſſerted, that it was the exclufive cauſe | 


of the ſcarcity; it is impoſſible for any man who has examined 


the matter to have any doubt that the ſending of money to the 


Emperor, has been one great cauſe of the preſent ſcarcity of 


caſh. I ſay a great and principal cauſe ; but the right honour- 
able Gentleman conſiders the importation of corn as one of the 
great cauſes of the drain of ſpecie in this country; I admit it 
to be fo; 1 hope a ſimilar evil will not recur; but it is impoſ- 
fible to be ſure of that ſince it muſt depend upon events that 
are yet to come; but the great evil with us now, is our own 
internal ſituation. Do you not feel the weight of the misfor- 


tunes of the preſent year? No, you cannot yet fee] them all, 


for they have not yet preſſed upon you ſo much as they will 


when you endeavour to raiſe the money which has been voted : 


Remember that you have no reaſon to think you can conjec- 


ture when your preſſure will terminate. The propoſition. 


which is now to come immediately before us, ates the neceſ- 
tity of a large loan, which this country is to guarantee for 
Ireland; a circumſtance which ought to alarm every Member 
of this Hou ſe, for without entering upon the propriety of that 
meaſure now, you ihguld think of the effe& which that muſt 
have upon this country. You will find that ſum of a million 
and à half very confiderable at this moment. You ſhould 


think which is molt neceflary for you, aſſiſtance to Ireland, or 


aſiiſtance to the Em 3peror ? In this view of things, | own, 1 
was never more 5 N in my life, than 1 was at the propoſi- 
tion which is now before you; think only of the time in 


which it comes; the Miniſter reiers to a triumphant argument, 


that the determination of Parliament has already ſanctioned 
the principle of ſending money abroad. That fort of triumph 


which follows from the reflection, that a majority of Parlia- 
ment have confided in his opinion, and brought this country 
to its preſent calamity, certainly belongs to that right honour- 


able 


A 
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able Gentleman; but I afk the Committee, in what ſtate it is 
that we now come to the queſtion which is before us? In a 
ſtate in which we do not know that the Emperor has not con- 
cluded a Peace, We do know that an armiſtice for ſix days 
Has been agreed upon between the Emperor and the forces of 
the French Republic. I have read the accounts of this ar- 
miſtice ; the Emperor, in alluding to his hopes of Peace, fays, 
„That he truſts the enemy will at length conſent to accept 
* equitable conditions,“ and fo on, and then makes uſe of ge- 
neral expreſſions about his not © derogating from the dignity 
* of his Imperial Majeſty, and the honour of the nation he 
has the happineſs to govern ; and that he ccnfides in the 
« aſſiſtance and fuppport of his faithful ſubjects.“ I looked 
with care and caution over the whole of the Vienna Court 
"Gazette, and I could not fee the name of Great Britain, nor 
could I find that one word was uttered about any Ally of his 
Imperial Majeſty. Why? Becauſe the Emperor (whether 
ſincere or not, | am not now diſcuſhng) knows that the only 
Object he has in view is to ſatisfy his own people, and that he 
looks to them as the only perſons whom he is to ſatisfy ; from 
this follows an armiſtice of fix days; whence I conclude that 
the Emperor may agree upon peace without conſulting our in- 
_ tereſt, I ſhould have thought that the Miniſter would not 
have been fo very impatient as not to wait the event of this 
_ armiſtice, before he called upon the Houle to vote this money 
to the Emperor. There is additional information arrived in 
town this day from the part of the world to which J have been 
alluding, I do not affect to detail it, but the ſubſtance of it is, 
That the armiſtice is to be prolonged for three days; what 
1s to be gathered from that event? Why, that they are in hopes 
of a negociation, in which there is no probability of our in- 
tereſt being included, ſince we are not fo much as mentioned. 
Where, in the name of God, is the hurry for this money being 
voted? What reaſon has the Houſe. of Commons of Great 
Britain to take a ſtep ſo hazardous? Why ſo eager to vote 
away the money of the people? Whether this Ally of ours 
will be compelled to make peace without us, I am not now an- 
ticipating. I think I ſee what is moſt probable in that parti- 
_ cular, I do not think it my duty to enter into any diſcuſſion 
upon that matter now; but I do think it my duty to call upon 
this Houſe to wait until we learn the event of the armiſtice 
that has been agreed on. If we wait, and find that peace has 
not been the conſequence of the negociation between the Em- 
peror and the French Republic, we may then hear the grounds 
upon which the negociation was broken off, and not thus vote 
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away the public money in the dark. But let me put another 
caſe; ſuppoſe the war ſhould continue, will it not be a neceſ- 
ſary thing for us to know the points on which the propoſed ne- 


gociation was broken off, before we vote our money to the 
Emperor? Shall we vote money before we know that the 
points on which the Emperor inſiſts are eſſential to the general 


intereſts of Europe? For any thing which we can know to the 
contrary, theſe two millions, which we are now called upon to 
vote to the Emperor, may be for the attainment of objects 
which may appear to us to he detrimental to the general in- 
tereſts of Europe. With regard to Belgium, that is a part for 
which I preſume the Emperor in the preſent poſture of affairs, 
will not very obſtinately negociate, or for the attainment of 


which he will riſk the ſafety of his capital and his whole people. 


But let us ſuppoſe (for affairs are now in ſuch a ſtate that a man 


may almoſt ſuppoſe any thing) that the Emperor and the 


French ſhould agree that certæin provinces in the Palatinate, 
or Bavaria, or any provinces in Italy, ſhould be held by an 


of the branches of the Houſe of Auſtria, and that we ſhould be 
of opinion that ſuch a plan would he highly injurious to the 
balance of power in Europe, and ſhould even be determined 


to oppoſe it as we had oppoſed in former wars; what, in ſuch 
a caſe, would you think of voting away millions of your money 


O ” . G . 
to facilitate the accompliſhment of that which you would give 


as many millions more to oppoſe? All this you may be doing 
for any thing you know to the contrary, and which you may 


avoid by only waiting a few days. You are going to give your 
money to a power which, indeed, you call your Ally, but 
which you do not know whether he is your Ally or not, or 


' whether he may not at this very moment be the Ally of your 


enemy. It may be ſaid, that when we vote this money to his 
Majeſty, it will be in the power of the Executive Government 
to defer the ſending it away in caſe there ſhould be any reaſon 
for it. To which I anſwer, that this Houle ought not to vote 
away the money of the people in that manner, the more eſpe- 


cially when there can be nothing loſt by taking time to wait | 


- 


for an event that may render the vote now propoled unneceſſa- 
Ty, and even ridiculous, | | | 


With reſpect to the buſineſs of Ireland, I certainly ſhall not 
oppoſe the loan propoſed ; not that ] do not think it extremely 
important; not that I do not think that a million and a half 


even to the Siſter Kingdom is a great deal for Great Britain to 


grant in her preſent embarraſſment. There is however no- 


thing that we do not owe to Ireland; and therefore I cannot 
object to any aid that is propoſed to it; but here I cannot hely 


pbſervin g 
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obſerving on the dreadful meaſures which have been purſued, 
and which have brought it into its preſent ſituation; on the 
_ dreadful meaſures that are ſtill purſuing to bring it intoa ſtill 
worſe ! When. J ſee means uſed towards Ireland ſuch. as 
were uſed towards our colonies in America, when I ſee the 
ſame temper obſerved, when I ſee the ſame vain hopes are 
entertained (vain, indeed!) of Fes dominion over 
our fellow ſubjects by force of arms, when | hear opi- 
nions openly avowed that are hoſtile to all good Govern- 
ment, when I ſee that it is a part of the policy of the 
Executive Government to treat as rebels all who are diſ- 
contented, when whole provinces are declared to be in a ſtate 
of rebellion, when I reflect what the iſſue has been of ſuch 
policy already, when I remember that 36 millions of money 
have been voted in this ſeſſion already, and know our re- 
ſources to be faſt exhauſting ; when I remember, ſee, feel, 
and reflect, I ſay, on all theſe things, I cannot proceed but 
with a trembling hand; I cannot help fearing that, under 
the preſent ſyſtem of Government, we may do more harm 
than good by granting this vote even to the filter kingdom: 
that vote, however, I cannot oppoſe. But, with regard to 
the vote to the Emperor, I have no difficulty myſelf of 
meeting it with my direct negative; but, in order to give 
time to others who may heſitate, | ſhould propoſe that we 
ſhould wait to know the event of the armiſtice before we 
vote away any more money. I therefore move, That vou | 
do now leave the chair. The forms of the Houſe will allow 
of your ſitting again, and then the vote for the Iriſh loan 


> 


Wa pT. end ge 8 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the arguments upon 
which the honourable Gentleman has founded his motion 
for delay may be brought into a very narrow compaſs. 
When the ſubje& was brought before the Houſe ſome time 
ago by an honourable friend of his, (Mr. Sheridan) he was 
then for the Houſe deciding in the negative upon ſending 
- ſupplies to the Emperor, without ſo much as waiting for the 
report of the Secret Committee, which we contended was 
_ neceſſary, in order to be enabled to judge of the expediency 
and propriety of ſuch a meaſure. But now when that re- 
port 1s before the Committee, and when a ſpecific propo- 
ſition is made for making farther advances to his Imperial 
Majeſty, he is againſt any deciſion either in the negative or 
in the affirmative, but recommends a meaſure of delay. 
The argument by which he enforces this delay is ſimple 
Eo je BTL Pe and 
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and diſtin. He ſays, that at this moment the Emperor 
may be engaged in ſeparate negociations, and that in the 
courſe of three days he may have concluded a ſeparate peace 
with the enemy. But he admits at the ſame time, that the 
Government of this country, ſuppoſing ſuch a peace to be 
concluded, would not put in execution the vote of this even- n 
ing, for remitting pecuniary ſuccours to a power which iN 
would no longer be in the relation to this country of an ally. 7 
The reſolution, therefore, ſuppoſing it to be adopted, can 
at leaſt do no harm. The honourable Gentleman does not 
{tate it as an event to be wiſhed for by the Government of | 1 
this country than ſuch a peace ſhould be concluded. If 1 
then this is an event to be deprecated, and if every poſſible . 
meaſure ought to be taken to prevent it, do we incur no riſk. | 
by the delay which is now propofed ; He predicts that the 
event will be known in three days, but is it not as likely 
that the negociation may be protracted; that the iſſue may 
be ſuſpended for a conſiderably longer time; That the for- 
tune of war may be kept hanging in doubtful balance to a 
period much later than that to which he looks, and that the 
deciſion may not be known for a month or fix weeks to come? 
And taking this into conſideration, will the honourable Gen- 
tleman contend that it will make no difference to our ally, 
and no difference to the cauſe in which we are embarked, Whe- 
ther the Houſe of Commons immediately adopt the reſolution 
now propoſed, or defer their deciſion to a future day? If 
the courſe of military events, or the unſucceſsful iſſue of the 
pending negociation, ſhould render ſuch a meaſure expe- 
dient and neceſſary, who is there who would wiſh to have loſt 
even three days in deciding upon a meaſure for which he 
| afterwards finds himſelf obliged to vote? Ineſtimable good 
therefore may be derived from immediate deciſion, and in- 
eſtimable evil may be the reſult of delay. But, ſays the 
honourable Gentleman, the negociation may be broken off 
on points for which it may not be worth while for this 
country to contend. In anſwer to this, it is only. neceſſary 
for me to ſay, that the Miniſters themſelves perhaps do not 
know the terms which are in diſcuſſion between parties, 
and if this was a ſubje& on which the honourable Gentle- 
tleman did not chuſe to give any opinion, it would furely be 
far more improper for me to ſtate what I may conſider as 
terms which ought to be accepted or rejected. This the 
Honourable Gentleman does not require, and if any perſon 
Was s fo fooliſh as to demand fuch an. explanation, I ſhould 
7 have 
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have no heſitation in refuſing it. For what would it be but to 


give aſſiſtance to France by putting her in poſſeſſion of your 
ſentiments upon a ſubject of which ſhe ſhould be kept entirely 


ignorant? But is there any one who will deny, that a vote 
of the Parliament of England, paſſed with unanimity and 
deciſion, granting ample pecuniary ſuccours to our ally, 

may materially affect the terms on which peace may be con- 


cluded ? Does it not immediately affect the queſtion of the 


Emperor making a ſeparate peace? And if he is unfortu- 


nately driven to that extremity, will it not enable him to 
conclude a peace on better terms to himſelf, and conſequently 
on better terms for this country, for it ought to be recollect- 
ed that whatever additional conceſſions he: extorts from the 


enemy for himſelf, it is ſo much gained to us, ſince they 
will help to ſtrike a balance of power more favourable to 
Great Britain? This is a point ſo clear that it is quite un- 


neceſlary to dilate in illuſtration of it. Upon theſe grounds 


I am perſuaded that the Committee will ſee the propriety of 
rejecting the motion for delay, and of agreeing to the reſolu- 
„tion: ))))... 8 

Mr. Fox replied, the right honourable Gentleman has at- 


tempted to afhx a charge ot inconſiſtency upon my conduct, in 


giving my decided negative to any farther remittances to the 
Emperor on a former day, and the motion which ] have at 


preſent made for delay. I think, however, I ſhall have no 
great difficulty in exculpating myſelf from the charge. I then 
gave my negative to any pecuniary remittance to the Emperor, 
from a conviction of the impolicy and danger of ſuch a meaſure 


at the preſent, and I am as ready to give that negative now as 


was then. But is there any inconſiſtency in having given 


a negative to a meaſure and recommending to the Committee 


to ſuſpend giving it their affirmative? The honourable Gen- 


. tleman contends that the Commitree ought to come to an im- 


mediate deciſion, becauſe the vote may affect the terms on 
which peace may be concluded. But I will aſk, where is the 
probability of its influencing the prefent negociation? Was not 


an armiſtice granted, and not without ſome diſcuſſion of the 


terms, for only fix days, and has it not been prolonged, not 
for an indefinite time, but for only three days more? How 


then is it poſſible that the vote of this night can affect a diſcuſ- 
ion which is probably already terminated? What I wiſh to 


know is, whether a ſeparate peace has not been already con- 
cluded by the Emperor; or, whether the negociation has not 


been broken off; and, if it is broken off, what were the points 


of 


Tir 
[ 
1 
By 
Fi 


— I ˙ w — 
Sag — — 1 


4 — < 
— rr er Sr es er 


N — 
—— - 
— — — 
— — — 
— — 
5 — - 


_—_ 
„ 


- * = — — 
— I* Cen nn ene te = : — — 
a —ñ— E — 
ES SEE ett Coen ann 
— "yy" 


— 


LOI — — 2 — 
r : 


, 
. — ——— 
— Dern e——_ 2 22 
* T_T, he — —— <onOORNE 
— — 


—— —ũ— — —— 


- 
-. 
— — —2A—F 
— — 
— - — <> 


— 2 — = ET — 
2 ho ALES 
6 A Gy - 
5 5 - — > — 
— — — — — — — = — — N — = 
2 ä 1 8 — * 
* * C 


intereſts with his own! 


— ——— 


16 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 


of difference between the parties which produced the rupture ? 
The honourable Gentleman ſuppoſed that it was part of my 
argument that the vote of this evening might affect the pending 


negociation, which it really was not; all I contended for was 


a ſhort delay till the iſſue of that negociation was known, and 


if it was broken off, the points for which the war is to be con- 
tinued. Suppoſing the negociation to be broken off on a point 
in which this country may find itſelf no ways intereſted, in 
what a ſtrange ſituation ſhall we be placed after having voted 


theſe pecuniary ſuccours. We ſhall be enabling the Emperor 


to continue the war till he gains a point which is of no import- 


ance to us, and which, when he has gained, he will be ready 
to conclude a peace, perhaps without the conſent of this coun- 


try, fo that in fact it may happen that we are about to vote a 
ſum to the Emperor to enable him to make a ſeparate peace. 


The vote of this evening can do no poſſible good, except you 


can ſuppoſe that the negociation will be continued, and that 


the news of it will reach Vienna before the negociation is fi- 


niſhed. Now, what are the circumſtances in which we ſtand? 


The armiſtice terminated on the 16th, and there are letters 


from the Vienna Gazette of the 15th in town. We have only 


remittances, not knowing whether a ſeparate peace may not 


already have been concluded with the enemy by our Ally, and 


to wait, therefore, fot three or four days, in order to know 
whether the armiſtice has been prolonged, and negociations are 
going on, or whether the war be again renewed. But if we 
vote the reſolution now propoſed, we bind ourſelves to fend 


{uppoling the war to be continued, not knowing whether it is 


to be carried on for points tor which it may be tor the intereſt | 


of this country to contend. 
'The Chancellor of the Exchequer, after ſuppoſing that the 


Committee thould agree to deter adopting the reſolution of 
lending tne ſum propoſed to the Emperor, put the caſe of a 


mail going hence with an account of that poſtponement, and 


bringing notice of that delay to the Emperor in the courſe of 


10, 12, or 15 days, and then aſked, if any Gentleman would 
ſay that ſuch information, when brought to our Ally, would 
operate more in inducing him to make a ſeparate peace, or in 


perſuading him to clings one founded on a conjunction of our 

But admitting the arguments uſed by 
the right honourable Gentleman in their fulleſt force, it mere- 
ly reſulted from them, that we might, in caſe of a ſeparate 


peace, loſe the benefit of the Emperor's co-operation ; but 
though the Houſe ſhould finally vote the loan propoſed to be 


made to hie it did not therefore follow that the vote ſhould 
"9 


q= 


peror. 
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be carried into execution by actually ſending the remittance, 


if it were to appear that a ſeparate peace had been the iſſue of 


the negociation between his Imperial Majeſty and the enemy. 


Mr. For replied that there was no probability of the nego- 
ciation 1emaining unterminated in twelve days: it was only a 
poſlible caſe, and the probability was that the negociation was 
already concluded. . 1 by 

Mr. Grey ſaid, [ beg leave to trouble the Committee only for 
a few moments. The honourable Gentleman talks of ſtopping 
the remittances upon the event of the Emperor concluding a a 
ſeparate peace. But I thould wiſh to know whether this will 
be in his power. It is to be recollected, that the aſſiſtance now 


_ Propoſed to be granted to the Emperor is not by ſubſidy but by 


loan; and I would w..n to know whether he will have the 
jame power to ſtop the payments upon a loan after it is con- 
tracted for, as the remittances of a ſubſidy. I think, therefore, 


that the Committee ſhould wait till they were informed of the 


iſſue of the negociation which they knew to have been entered | 


into, and which by this time may have been concluded. 1 


have nothing, however, to urge upon this head in addition to 
the arguments uſed by my honourable Friend. The honour- 


able Gentleman, however, in the courſe of his ſpeech, referred 


to the report of the Secret Committee, and upon this point 1 


muſt ſay a felv words. Does the honourable Gentleman mean 


to contend from that report that the remittances to the Empe- 


ror did not contribute materially to affect the ſtate of caſh in 


the Bank, and to produce thoſe calamities which have fince 
happened? | think I may take upon myſelt to argue that that 


is not borne out in any ſuch inference by the report of that 
Committee. He contended that the remittances to the Empe- 


ror were not the immediate cauſe of the ſtoppage of the Bank, 
but granting that the immediate cauſe of that calamity, in 


point of time, was the alarm of invaſion excited in the country, 
he will not prove to the ſatisfaction of any candid and con- 
ſiderate man that this was the only, or even the principal cauſe. 


If we go back to the remote cauſes of that unfortunate event, 
we ſhall find that the Committee has aſcribed it to the dtain of 


caſh, occaſioned by the amount of foreign expenditure, and 


materially and principally by the remittances ſent to the Em- 
It appeared to the Committee that fiom the time that 


the firſt remittance was ſent to the Emperor, there was a ſenſi- 
ble diminution of caſh in the Bank, and that theſe remittances, 
frequently repeated, reduced the Bank to ſuch a ſituation, that 
the comparatively ſmaller drain which afterwards took place, 
produced that calamity which we all deplore, and which it 


Vor. III. 1797. 
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13 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS.. [Commontsg: 
ought to be the object of our exertion, as ſoon as pollible, to 
remedy. I contend, therefore, that it was the remittances to 
the Emperor which was the material and operative cauſe of the 
ſtoppage of the Bank, and that if theſe be continued it never 
will reſuine its payments. If the honourable Gentleman doubts 
my opinion, I appeal to the frequent remonſtrances which were 
made to him by the Directors of the Bank againſt the ruinous: 
ſyſtem which they ſaw he was purſuing. Now, Sir, to apply 
theſe obſervations to the preſent queſtion. The honourable 
Gentleman talks of the great advantage of continental diver- 
{rons. . For my part I think we have had enough of theſe di- 
verſions e already : but allowing them their value, I would aſk, 
whether it is of more importance for this country at the pre- 
ſent moment to create a diverſion upon the continent, or to re- 
ſtore the credit of the Bank? And if the latter object is of 
higher importance, I will appeal to any Bank Director, or to 
any mercantile man in the Houſe, whether ſuch an event will 
not be greatly retarded by remittances being ſent to the Empe- 
ror to the amount now propoſed ? I do not wiſh to enter at all 
into the queſtion of the general policy of creating continental di- 
verſions; perhaps I do not value them ſo highly as ſome others, 
but in the preſent fituation of the country, to ſend pecuniary 
fuccours to our Ally will only be making his ruin more certain, 
and the terms of peace to this country more ignominious.—. 
Though 1 am prepared, therefore, to give the meaſure my de- 
cided negative, I ſhall vote for the delay which has been pro- 
_ poſed by my honourable Friend, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the boncanible: 
Gentleman, in ſupporting the motion, had taken a very dif- 
terent line of argument from that on which it had been pro- 
poſed. He had ſtated what opinion he entertained of the value 
of a continental diverſion, and therefore it was clear that, in 
contending for delay, they acted upon the principle of wholly: 
rejecting the meaſure. The honourable Gentleman aſſumed 
that the quſtion involved an alternative that either the Bank 
was undone, or the iclea of a loan to the Emperor was to be 
abandoned. This, however, was the very point upon which 
they were at varlance. The queſtion, was, what line of 
conduct would tend permanently to eſtabliſh the Bank in 
its former ſituation? What would tend ultimately to prove 
moſt beneficial to our foreign commerce, to our domeſtic in- 
duſtry, to the increaſe of our manufactures, to the general cre- 
dit of the country, to the various cauſes operating upon circu- 
lation, and connected with our reſources? The queſtion was, 
whether the ſum of two millions to the Emperor would 2 
| den 


\ 
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tend to promote or retard the period for which they all eagerly 
wiſhed, when the Bank would be able to reſume its operations; 
whether we were to leave Europe to its fate; whether we 
were to reſign into the hands of the enemy the ports into which 
our manufactures flowed ; whether, or not, this meaſure would 
leave the markets for our produce and manufactures in that 
ſituation which the permanence of our reſources and the man- 
ner in which the general diſtribution of our wealth would be 
affected by its adoption? It was not, therefore, the ſacrifice of 
the Bank which this meaſure involved, but it was the means 
of giving it permanent eſtabliſhment and ſecure operation. In 
conſulting the general advantage of Europe, we beſt conſulted 
the ſolid advantage of the Bank of England, and the real inte- 
Teſts of the country. With regard to the particular queſtion 
put by the honourable Gentleman, he bad only to ſay, that 
though the whole of the paſt advances, and thoſe which were 
to be made, were to the amount of three millions and a half, 
for which the loan was to be made, yet in the bill power was 
to be reſerved to authoriſe his Majeſty, if neceſſary, to put a 
ſtop to the continuation of advances, and to put what further 
payments were to be made to the public account. 
Mr. Vm. Smith ſaid, that the Right honourable Gentleman 
- accuſed his honourable Friend of aſſuming that the preſent 
meaſure involved the ſacrifice of the Bank, while he himſelf 
equally aſſumed that the loan to the Emperor would produce 
all the good effects which he had ſtated. The Emperor was 
Praiſed for his magnanimity and fidelity to his engagements, 
and he had no doubt with juſtice, but it did not appear that 
the operation of theſe qualities had proved ſo advantageous to 
this country; he thought it was not unlikely that any diſagree- 
ment which might enſue between the Emperor and this coun- 
try in the event of a ſeparate peace, would be made the pretext 
-of refuſing payment of thofe ſums we had guaranteed. DE 
Sir Milliam Pultency ſaid, that though he might be willing, _ 
for argument's fake, to admit that former remittances to his 
Imperial Majeſty might have ſomewhat contributed to affect 
the Bank, yet it was notorious that this was by no means the 
caſe—it was Hkewiſe notorious that without the pecuniary aſ- 
| Gſtance of England, it was impoſſible for the Emperor to carry 
on the operations of war—and where was the great miſchief to _ 
de dfeaded from our continuing to afford him that affiſtance ? 
There was evidence before the Committee that the Exchange 
was conſiderably turned in our favour, and could a contrary 
effect be reaſonably apprehended from two millions being-gra> 
dually remitted? By no means; it was impofible that a remit- 
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tance, thus gradually made, could in the leaſt affect the courſe 
of Exchange. It was unjuſtly aſſerted, though the aſſertion 


had been by many and frequently made, that theſe remittances 
had been made in ſpecie. No {uch thing—the Bank Directors 
themſelves depoſe to the contrary. Whether the remittances 
were made in ſpecie, in bullion, or in commodities, the effect 
on the Bank was preciſely the fame. As well ſay, that remit- 
tances in broad cloath would affect the Bank. 


But even though a regard to our intereſt inight ſomewhat 5 
55 7 1 our forwardneſs to make ſuch remittances, in point of 
honour we could not withhold them. There was no one co- 


Jourable reaſon for entertaining the leaſt ſuſpicion of the Em- 
peror's fidelity—nay, to hint ſuch a ſuſpicion, would, on the 


part of this country, be neither honourable nor manly. For 


his part he wiſhed the vote to paſs immediately, and, if poſſible, 
with perfect unanimity. - The act moreover was fo framed, 


that if his Imperial Majeſty was inclined, or ſhould be fads | 


denly compelled to make a ſeparate peace, then the farther re- 


mittance of any pecuniary ſuccour from us, would be imme- 


diately ſuſpended, He muſt again repeat it, that after the 


many ſevere trials we have witneſſed of the Emperor s magna- 
nimous perſeverance and faithful attachment to the common 


cauſe, it were ungenerous to harbour any ſuſpicion eee 


to his honour, nor could any be entertained but by thoſe who 


were ready to ſuſpect every thing and every perſon. On every 
conſideration he thought the preſent reſolution ſhould be aſia 
as ſpeedily and as cordially as poſhble; it would prove of infi- 


nite advantage to England; nor could he acquieſce in opinion 


with thoſe who imagined that a ſeparate peace with the Empe- 


Tor would accelerate a general pacification throughout Europe 


—of the manner in which the war had hitherto been con- 
ducted, he could not approve—and the conduct of it was a 
ſubject which he truſted ul ere long, be ſubmitted to a 


ſerious enquiry, 7. 


Mr. Sheridan (aid, the ſum to be 5 POO to the 88 
was called a trifling ſum, We had been ſo much accuſtomed 
to the profuſion of the preſent Adminiſtration, that, compared 
with what they had ſquandered, this, perhaps, was conſidered 


as a ſmall ſum. The worthy Baronet, who was ſo much ac- 


cuſtomed to large ſums of money, might think this a trifling 
ſum, but to him it appeared in a yery different light. With 
regard to the eſſect which this loan auld produce upon the Bank 
of England, the worthy Baronet had never ſhewn much ten- 
dernels for their intereſt, and he would rather take the autho- 
tity of the Yank themſelves upoh ied mount than that of the 


by wormy 


£ * 2 = 55 
N es, = * „ © Fa SA +, BEI 2 15 oY —_—_ — S 3 1 
> | . — . 2 * a „ CE ” KL 
ö ur 3 £ 6 INS <0 oY * i r. 5 : 
. 2 8 W OOO Sa ra To Le _ 9 *. „ = T 
et? To GB 0 Tr N Ea % Ee >= WM = oe * IBS © * rx" We Te ” as „ . \ * 
2 2 2 2 8 4 > 8 » . * Y 1 e LEY : to 20> a — 
r 8 T „„ I had YO OO Oe an EW or IR non Kt 
1 r 9 S F on” . 5 r Rt: 5 n * I 4 > 2 Rt. 
* = 7 * - * 2 4 - — 1 — ” = : 2 ; _ y 7 
Kang”: . : 


= . 

Tae 2 IS 5; 
3 
8 


MAV 1. | 


worthy Baronet. In February laſt, as appeared from their own. 
reſolutions, they were of opinion that farther remittances would 
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prove fatal to the Bank. So late as the 1cth of February 


they were of opinion, that an Irith loan, to a ſmaller amount 


than that now propoſed, would prove highly injurious, and 


the Bank would be compelled to ſhut its door. Takin | 
queſtion on the grounds argued by his honourable Friend, 


which the meaſure would produce were to be compared with 


the ſpeculative advantages which had been deſcribed. Beſides 


the loan to Ireland and to the Emperor, there would be pay- 


ment for neutral cargoes to the amount. of four millions, 


Would not theſe drains create obſtacles to the Bank beginning 


their payments in caſh? for anſwer to this he appealed to any 


Bank Director preſent. © It was ſaid we were bound in honour, 


g the 


the Committee would judge whether the certain diſadvantages 


but were we engaged to the end of time to ſupply the Emperor 


with money, while he had not performed the obligations he 


had incurred? Had he repaid what he had borrowed, or made 


the inſtalments for which he was bound? While our advances 
to him had almoſt ruined the country, were we ſtill to go on? 
It was ſaid that no payments had taken place in ſpecie. This 
obſervation, howeyer, was perfectly frivolous, as it was f 
no importance whether the remittance was made in bullion 


or in goods. Mr. Sheridan read the evidence of Mr. Win— 


thorpe, who gave it as his opinion, that it was impoſſible that 


the Emperor could enjoy the benefit of the loan without this 


country feeling in the ſame proportion the diſadvantage from it. 
To the fame effect was the evidence of Mr. Hoare, which he 


read. It was aſſumed by the worthy Baronet that the Emperor 


could not go on without our aſſiſtance. He believed, indeed, 


that the Emperor, as well as other German Princes, would be 


glad of the money; but if the Emperor had only exceeded his 


aunual revenue by the ſum of two millions; if, as appeared 


from the intelligence brought by the mail, that the Emperor 


was to indemnify, out of his private property, the inhabitants 


of the ſuburbs of Vienna for any damage they might ſuſtain | 


from a ſiege, he could not be fo deſtitute of funds as was repre- 


| ſented, But be his ſituation what it might, he was againſt the 
meaſure. Even though the negociation were to be protracted, 
if the Emperor received intelligence of this vote, he might 


afterwards, without breach of faith, be compelled to make peace 
ten days after. he received it, by the preſſure he had to encounter. 
Mr. Wiulberforce ſaid, that as one who had fat on the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy, and attended to its proceedings with great 
diligence, 'he would give it as his opinion, that the advances 
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tance, thus gradually made, could in the leaſt affect the courſe 17 
of Exchange. It was unjuſtly aſſerted, though the aſſertion = 
had been by many and frequently made, that theſe remittances P14 
had been made in ſpecie. No ſuch thing—the Bank Directors = 
themſelves depoſe to the contrary. Whether the remittances SC „ 
were made in ſpecie, in bullion, or in commodities, the effect N 
on the Bank was preciſely the ſame. As well ſay, that remit- | . 
tances in broad cloath would affect the Banx. | 5 

But even though a regard to our intereſt might ſomewhat 3 
repreſs our forwardneſs to make ſuch remittances, in point of 135 
| honour we could not withhold them. There was no one co- 3 
Jourable reaſon for entertaining the leaſt ſuſpicion of the Em- 5 
peror's fidelity - nay, to hint ſuch a ſuſpicion, would, on the WY 
part of this country, be neither honourable nor manly. For $i 
bis part he wiſhed the vote to paſs immediately, and, if poſſible, Bs” 
with perfect unanimity.- The act moreover was fo framed, 4 
that if his Imperial Majeſty was inclined, or ſhould be ſad- 
denly compelled to make a ſeparate peace, then the farther re- 
mittance of any pecuniary ſuccour from us, would be imme- 
diately ſuſpended, He muſt again repeat it, that after the 
many ſevere trials we have witneſſed of the Emperor s Magna. 
nimous perſeverance and faithful attachment to the common 
cauſe, it were ungenerous to harbour any ſuſpicion derogatory 
to his honour, nor could any be entertained but by thoſe who 
were ready to ſuſpect every thing and every perſon. On every 
conſideration he thought the preſent reſolution ſhould be paſſed 
as ſpeedily and as cordially as poſſible; it would prove of infi- 
nite advantage to England; nor could he acquieſce in opinion 
with thoſe who imagined that a ſeparate peace with the Empe- 
ror would accelerate a genera] pacification throughout Europe 
—of the manner in which the war had hitherto been con- 
ducted, he could not approve—and the conduct of it was a 
ſubject which he truſted would, ere long, be ſubmitted to a 
ſerious enquiry. 5 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, the ſum to hs 1 to the 1 | 
was called a trifling ſum. We had been ſo much accuſtomed 
to the profuſion of the preſent Adminiſtration, that, compared 
with what they had ſquandered, this, perhaps, was conſidered 
as a ſmall ſum. The worthy Baronet, who was ſa much ac- 
cuſtomed to large ſums of money, might think this a trifling 
ſum, but to him it appeared in a yery different light. With 
regard to the effect which this Joan wanld produce upon the Bank 
of England, the worthy Baronet had never ſhewn much ten- 
derneſs for their intereſt, and he would rather take the autho- 
ſity of the Bank e upoh chis pot than that of the 
1 Worthy 
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worthy Baronet. In February laſt, as appeared from their own 
reſolutions, they were of opinion that farther remittances would 
prove fatal to the Bank. So late as the 1cth of February 
they were of opinion, that an Irith loan, to a ſmaller amount 
than that now propoſed, would prove highly injurious, and 
the Bank would be compelled to {hut its door. Taking the 
| queſtion on the grounds argued by his honourable Friend, 
the Committee would judge whether the certain diſadvantages - 
which the meaſure would produce were to be compared with 
the ſpeculative advantages which had been deſcribed. Beſides - 
the loan to Ireland and to the Emperor, there would be pay- 
ment for neutral cargoes to the amount. of four millions. 
Would not theſe drains create obſtacles to the Bank beginning 
their payments in caſh? for anſwer to this he appealed to any 
Bank Director preſent. © It was ſaid we were bound in honour, 
but were we engaged to the end of time to ſupply the Emperor 
with money, while he had not performed the obligations he 
had incurred? Had he repaid what he had borrowed, or made 
the inſtalments for which he was bound? While our advances 
to him had almoſt ruined the country, were we ſtill to go on? 
It was ſaid that no payments had taken place in ſpecie. This 
obſervation, howeyer, was perfectly frivolous, as it was of 
no importance whether the remittance was made in bullion 
or in goods. Mr. Sheridan read the evidence of Mr. Win- 
thorpe, who gave it as his opinion, that it was impoſſible that 
the Emperor could enjoy the benefit of the loan without this 
country feeling in the ſame proportion the diſadvantage from it. 
To the fame effect was the evidence of Mr. Hoare, which he 
read. It was aſſumed by the worthy Baronet that the Emperor 
could not go on without our aſſiſtance. He believed, indeed, 
that the Emperor, as well as other German Princes, would be 
glad of the money; but if the Emperor had only exceeded his 
aunual revenue by the ſum of two millions; if, as appeared 
trom the intelligence brought by the mail, that the Emperor 
was to indemnify, out of his private property, the inhabitants 
of the ſuburbs of Vienna for any damage they might ſuſtain 
from a ſiege, he could not be ſo deſtitute of funds as was repre- 
ſented. But be his ſituation what it might, he was againſt the 
meaſure. Even though the vegociation were to be protracted, 
if the Emperor received intelligence of this vote, he might 
afterwards, without breach of faith, be compelled to make peace 
ten days after. he received it, by the preſſure he had to encounter. 
Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, that as one who had fat on the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy, and attended to its proceedings with great 
diligence, he would give it as his opinion, that the advances 
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22 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
made to the Emperor had had but a ſmall effect in producing 


the ſtoppage of payments in ſpecie by the Bank. He thought 


it neceſſary to ſtate that circumſtance to the Committee, leaſt 
they ſhould be influenced on the preſent queſtion by a contrary 
opinion. It was not a fair way of putting the queſtion, by 
aſking whether a remittance abroad would be injurious to the 
affairs of the Bank. The queſtion was, whether, if the Em- 
peror made a ſepar ate peace, and the whole force of the enemy 


ſhould then be directed againſt this country, the Bank might 


not then be moſt of all affected, and the credit of the country 
thrown into the worſt ſtate ? Thoſe Gentlemen who ſpoke 
2gainft ſending a remittance to the Emperor, went upon a very 
narrow principle, and miſcalculated the true intereſts of the 
Bank of England.  _ 

Mr. Grey fiel it to the Houſe to decide which ſtatement was 
molt deſerving of credit—that of his honourable Friend (Mr. 
Sheridan) who gave the opinion of the Bank Directors, that 


the ſtoppage of payment was owing to the ſending large quan- 


tities of ſpecie to Germany; or that of the Speaker who aſſert- 
ed the contrary. 

Mr. Milber force explained by ſaying, that the Bank Dire 
tors had differed from ſome of the molt intelligent commercial 
men in the kingdom, whom he had followed; and of whom he 

was ſorry a greater number had not been conſulted. 
Sir James Murray Pulteney ſaid, that at preſent the enemy 


were obliged to keep an army of 200,000 men on the Rhine 


at a conſiderable expence, which, ſhould they make a Peace 


with the Emperor, they would direct againſt this country, 


whoſe political importance it was their avowed object to ruin. 
He would therefore vote for a remittance which he conceived 
ſo neceſſary to keep up the diverſion. 


General Tarleton took a view of the ſucceſsful operations of 
the French army in Italy, and argued that Buonaparte, in the 
midſt of his ſucceſſes, after having advanced above 200 miles 
from Mantua, and within 120 miles of Vienna, would not 
have conſented to an armiſtice, had he not had good grounds 


to conclude that the Emperor was ſincerely inclined to con- 
clude a ſeparate Peace: he therefore thought that no pecuniary 
Joan from this country would alter the Emperor's determina- 
tions, or be in me to promote the intereſts of this country. 


Mr. Fox replied to that part of Sir W. Pulteney's ſpeech which 


Gated that the honour of this country was pledged to advance 


- this loan to the Emperor. He ſaid, that, however little diſ- 


poſed he was to ſuſpect the good wiſhes of the Emperor to 
an his engagements with honour to this country, yet he 
| cou Id 
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MAVI. ! — WOODFALL'S PARLEAMENTARY REPORTS. 23 
could not but fuſpect that, in the preſent circumſtances of 
his affairs, he was inclined. to make peace ſeparately with 
France; the proclamation to his own ſubjects had virtually 
declared it, and were he now to refuſe to accede to ſuch a 
meaſure, they might juſtly charge him with inſincerity. 
He ſaw nothing in his proclamation, or in that of the Go- 
vernor of Lower Auſtria, which held out any aſſurance that 
he was inclined to include Great Britain in his overtures to 
the common enemy. How then, he would afk, could the 
honour of this country be forfeited, in withholding farther 
_ pecuniary ſupplies from him at the moment when he was, 
detaching his intereſts from thoſe of this country? Becauſe, 
under a different poſture of affairs, this country advanced a 
loan to the Emperor in 1795, was it bound, under different 
circumſtances to make a farther loan to him in 1797? It 
was ſtrange indeed, that at a time when the Emperor, by 
the fluctuating events of war, was obliged to violate his 
engagements with this country, that it ſhould be charged 
with a breach of honour ; and when it was under no direct 
engagement to make farther advances to the Emperor. 
Sir Vm. Pulteney inſiſted that the Emperor had acted ho- 
nourably with reſpect to his engagements with this country, 
particularly in his payment of the dividends due on the 
Imperial loan. Sir William denied that the Emperor had 
_ faid any thing in his proclamation about making a ſeparate 
peace, and without any regard to the intereſts of this coun- 
try. It was poſſible, indeed, that he might be driven to ſuch 
an extremity ; but if he ſhould, the blame, in his opinion, 
muſt be on the right honourable Gentleman oppoſite to 
him, (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) for having fo long 
delayed, and having brought forward with ſo much heſita- 
tion, the propoſition contained in the meſſage which he had. 
now brought down to that Houſe. With regard to the ar- 
gument drawn from Buonaparte's ſucceſs, in favour of the 
Emperor's being compelled to make a ſeparate peace, Sir 
William faid it appeared to him that that General's having 
fo rapidly agreed to an armiſtice, indicated that he did not 
feel fo ſanguine in his expectations of final conquelt as had 
been ſuppoſed. JJ 8 
Mr. Curwen faid, that this country was not in a ſituation 
to afford ſuch a loan to the Emperor; it was, in his opinion, 
of a dangerous tendency, and calculated to deſtroy the credit 
of the country. The opinion of the Directors of the Bank, 
on the tendency of theſe foreign remittances, had heen veri- 
| OE | | 1 = Hed, 
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fied, and even were they to procure the farther co-operation 

of the Emperor, this might be parchales too dearly, whillt it 
Tiſked the ruin of the country. 
Mr. W. Bird argued that, but for thefe foreign remittances, 


the Bank would not have deen brought into its late critical 


ſituation. He ſtated that in conſequence of the loan, and 
the drain of money from this country in 1795, the Bank had 


been deprived of one half of its caſh, and from the farther ad- 


vances in the year following, it had loſt one fourth part more. 
The queſtion being loudly called for, there appeared, 


| Noes, { Againſt Mr. Fox's motion ), — 193 
Hayes, ¶ For it / — — 58 
Majority, | 135 | 


| LOAN. 


The reſolutions were then carried, the Houſe reſumed, and 
the report ordered to be received the next day. | 

The Houſe in a Committee of Ways and Means voted; | 
That Exchequer bills made out after the 1ſt of May, 1797, 
may be paid in for the ſubſcription of 18 millions. 

That 51. per cent. be allowed to perſons paying in their 


ſubſcription before the inſtalments due.“ ; 


To be reported the next ay; 
eee, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuespar, May 2. 
Heard counſel, and examined evidence on Mr. Macauley's © 


Divorce Bill, and ordered to be committed. 


Lord Grenville brought a meſſage from his Majeſty ; ; the 
fame as that which was brought to the Houſe of Commons 
on Saturday, and taken the preceding day into Counter 


in a Committee of that Houſe. 


The meſſage being read, | 
Lord Grenville ſaid, he thought it his duty to ſtate in re- 


ſpect to the Houſe, that he had it in command from his Ma- 
jeſty to make this communication ſooner. That on Satur- 


day it was impoſſible, as their Lordſhips did not ſit; that the 
preceding day he came down to the Houſe at the time when 
buſineſs uſually commenced with their Lordſhips, but the 
Houſe happened to be adjourned. He now moved, That 
his Majeſty's meſſage be taken into conkideration on 1 4 

7 
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day next; and that the Lords be Tummoned; '—Ordered. —Ad- 
journed. 


Hobsk OF COMMONS. 
Tousspav, May 2. 


The report of the Committee of Supply was 1 'P, 

and the reſolutions were agreed to by the Houſe. 

The Committee to try the merits of the petition againſt 
the election for the city of Canterbury were appointed. 

The loan Bill was read a ſecond time and committed for 
the next day. 

The report of the Octet of War ys. and Means was 
brought up, and the reſolutions were agreed to. 

Mr. William Smith aſked, how the terms in the preſent 55 
Britiſh loan were worſe for the public; in conſideration of 
the loan to the Emperor there was a very conliderable bonus, 

whereas the preſent is borrowed on hearly the fame terms 

| with that for this country. | | 
Mr. Mainwaring brought up RY bill : 8 preventing he? 

facolialling of. butchers' meat, which was read a firſt Bon, | 
and ordered to be printed. 
The merchant ſeamens' bill paſſed through. 2 committee | 
of the whole Houſe. 
The ballot on the e rr election was A 
from the 25th of May to the Zoth of September next, on 
the motion of Sir R. Hill. | : 

The Committee on the Treaty of Commerce with 1 
rica was deferred to Friday ſe'nnight. 

The other orders of the day being diſpoſcd of, the 11 ouſe 2 
_ adjourned. | 


—— — 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wepxespar, May 3. 


The Royal Aſent was given by commiſſion to fifteen pub- 
lic and ſix private Bills. The Lords Commiſſioners, who 
fat in their robes, were the archbiſhop of Ganterbury, Lord 
Kenyon, and the Earl of Liverpool. _ 

The various bills on the table were forwarded in obo re- 
ſpective ſtages; among theſe were Cooke's Divorce bill, 
which was referred to a Committee of the whole Houſe, N 
Lord Walſingham in the chair. 
In the Committee, Lord Auckland moved That the clauſe 
OB III. 1118 Eras be 
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be omitted which went to baſtardize the iſſue, of Mrs. Cooke, 


after the paſſing of the act, becauſe there was no evidence 
before the Houſe of the time when the ſeparation between 


the huſband and wife took place. 


The Biſhop of Rocheſter coincided in the propriety of ex- 


punging the clauſe. There was a ſtill ſtronger reaſon for 
it, namely, That it did not appear in evidence that Mrs. 


Cooke had left the houſe of her huſband at all. 


The clauſe was then ordered to be expunged. 
Lord Auckland obſerved, that this proceeding need not 


: in the leaſt aggrieve any of the parties, for they ſtill had an 


opportunity to reſtore the omiſſion on a future ſtage of the 


bill, by ſubſtantiating in evidence the facts which had been 
alludedto. 


The Houſe was reſumed, received the report, and ordered 
the bill to be read a third time. 


MESSAGE FROM HIS MAJESTY. 
Lord Grenville brought down a meſſage from his Majeſty, 


which was read by Lord Kenyon, to the following purport: _ 
% That his Majeſty acquainted their Lordſhips that he had agreed to a propoſed 
marriage between his eldeſt daughter, the Princeſs Royal, and his Serene Highneſs 
| the Hereditary Prince of Wirtemberg; that his Majeſty was perſuaded that an al- 
| Hance with a Proteſtant Prince, of high rank and ftation, and a Prince who derived 
his deſcent in common with his Majeſty's Royal Houſe, from the Princeſs Sophia 


of Hanover, muſt be particularly acceptable to their Lordſhips. And that from 


the many proofs which his Majeſty had had of the affection and attachment of that 


Houſe towards his perſon and family, he did not doubt but that their Lordſhips 
would enable him to grant ſuch a portion as would be 3 to the honour and 


dignity of the Crown.” 


Lord Grenville then moved an addreſs to his Majeſty, i in 


anſwer to his gracious meſſage, which he juſt prefaced by 


obſerving, that the utmoſt unanimity muſt prevade the 
Houſe on ſuch an occaſion, and that all their Lordſhips 
muſt feel happy in expreſſing their ſincere congratulation 
at an event which produced ſuch an advantageous alliance, 


and contributed to the domeſtic inen of his Majeſty's 
Royal Family. 
The addreſs was read and agreed to, nem. 4 7 and ed 
to be preſented by ſuch Lords as were of his . 8 97 


| Council. 


"The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that he was not prefent in 
the Houſe when the report of the Secret Committee was 


laid before their Lordihips on Friday laſt, He now took 


all 
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an opportunity of declaring his diſſent from that report, and 
moved that their Lordſhips be ſummoned on Friday ſe'n- 
night, to take it into conſideration. He gave notice at the 
ſame time, that he would then move ſome reſolutions upon 
the ſubject of that report. Their Lordhips * were ordered * 
to be ſummoned to attend on that day. 


MUTINY OF THE SEAMEN. 


The Duke of Bedford aſked whether any of his Majeſty's 8 
Miniſters had it in charge, from his Majeſty, to make any 
communication upon the recent important tranſactions 
which had occurred in the marine department? If no ſuch 
communication was made, either now or on a future day, 
he ſhould find himſelf called upon to bring a ſubject, ſo con- 
nected with the beſt intereſts of the country, before their 
Lordſhips, by moving for the ee of certain papers 
connected with it. 

Earl Spencer replied, that he had it not in . commuind from 
nis Majeſty to make any communication to the Houſe, 
nor did he foreſee than any communication would be made 
upon that ſubject. ; 

Earl Hewe ſaid, that as his name had hoot mentioned in 
che tranſaction alluded to, he had anxiouſly waited for a ſuita- 
ble opportunity to explain to their Lordſhips the part which 
he had acted in the buſineſs. Had any cenſure been at- 
tached to his profeſſional character, he would have looked 
to another quarter for an enquiry into his conduct. But as 


the blame which had fallen upon him in the preſent in- 


ſtance related to his conduct in a capacity different from 
that of an officer, he looked to their Lordſhips for his vindi- 
cation. The explanation, therefore, for which he was called 
upon, he ſhould take an opportunity of giving when the 
noble Duke brought the ſubject before the Houſe. He ex- 
prefſed a with, however, that for the. ſake of the ſervice, the 
buſineſs had never been brought under diſcuſſion, for the 
legiſlature would be brought by it into a molt delicate ſitua- 
tion. Either they muſt approve of tranſactions which there 
was no man who did not with had never happened, or they 
muſt withhold that approbation, and thus acknowledge that 
they have made conceſſions under the preſſure of the moment 
which they think improper to confirm. | 

LordGrenvilleagreedentirely with the noble Earl Lord Home) 
as to the inexpediency and impolicy of bringing-the ſubject. 

under diſcuſſion, and entreated their Ow to allow mat. 


J ͤ 
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ters to reſt as they were. He had, therefore, no heſitation 
in declaring that he ſhould ſteadily oppoſe any motion which 
might be made for the production of papers relatin$-to a 
tubjeCt of ſuch a delicate nature, that it could not be agitated 
without riſking the moſt ſerious danger. 

The Duke of Clarence, declined giving any opinion upon 
the propriety ot introducing any diſcuſſion upon the preſent 
ſubject in a political view, but as a profeſſional man, he de- 


precated ſuch a diſcuſſion as pregnant with the moſt danger- | 


ous conſequences to the ſervice. 
The Ear] of Carl;/le did not preſume. to give any opinion 


upon the propriety or impropriety of entering into the diſcuſ- 


ſion of tranſactions to which no one was a ſtranger at the 
preſent moment. But he wiſhed to know, whether the pe- 
riod for diſcuſiion was never to come; whether their Lord- 
thips, as forming one branch of the legiſlature, were to be 


kept in perpetual ignorance of events which were the moſt 


ſerious in their nature of any that had ever occurred in the 
country, and which had ſhaken the pillars of the ſtate to their 


very foundation? With reſpect to the period which might 
be the moſt fit for agitating matters certainly of great de- 


licacy, there was no man for whoſe opinion he ſhould have 


ſo much deference, ſas that of the noble Earl (Lord Howe). But 
as a member of that Houſe, he could not aſſent to the doc- 


trine of Government holding 26) Gong ſilence upon theſe 
tranſactions. 

The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he was now too well acquaint- 
ed with the iſſue of motions in that Houſe, which the King's 


Miniſters intimated their intentions to oppole. He certainly ; 


therefore ſhould not make an attempt to bring the preſent 
ſubject into diſcuſſion, which he well knew would be fruit- 
leſs. But if he could conceive any terms in which he could 
couch a motion for the production of the papers connected 


with it, he would make that motion now; as the tranſac- 
tions, however, to which he referred, were withoutfa parallel 


in hiſtory, for he knew of no inflance but the preſent, in 
which the Miniſters of the King had entered into correſ- 
pondence and negociation with any body. of his Majeſty's 
{ſubjects ; to conceive the proper terms for a motion on ſuch 
a ſubject was no caly taſk. If any mode occurred to him 
of obtaining theſe papers, he ſhould propoſe it to the Houſe 
on a future day, without any preface Or recommendation, 
leaving It entirely to the deciſion of their Lordſhips. | 

IJ. ord VI Coun t. Hane deprecated all diſcuſſion upon a ſub-_ 


Je 
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E ject of ſo great delicacy as the preſent, as it could do no 
b good, and might produce much harm. He allowed, how- 
ever, that if it was to come in any ſhape before their Lord- 
ſhips, that propoſed by the noble Duke was the ſimpleſt, 
and therefore the beſt. Whether the diſcuſſion might or 
might not be brought on at a future time, he could not take 
upon himſelf to determine; all he contended for was, that 
the preſent was not the proper tige. 0 
Earl Hoꝛue roſe again and ſaid, „between the ſecond week 
in laſt February and the middle of March. being then confined 
by illneſs at Bath, I received, by the poſt, ſeveral petitions, 
purporting to be tranſmitted from different ſhips of the 
Channel fleet. They were all exact copies of each other, 
limitted ſolely to a requeſt for an encreaſe of pay, that the ſea- 
men might be able to make better proviſion for their fami- 
lies, decently expreſſed, but without any ſignature. I could 
not reply to applications which were anonymous, nor ac- 
knowledge the receipt of them to parties unavowed and un- 
aſcertained. About four or five of the petitions firſt receiv- 
ed, though little different in the hand writing, were obvi- 
ouſly dated by the fame perſon, and I had therein further 
reaſon to think that they were fabricated by ſome malicious 
individual, who meant to infinuate the prevalence of a gene- 
0% fleet. mf! ̃ m 
Not reſting, however, on this concluſion, I wrote to the 

officer at Portſmouth, to whom I was naturally to expect 
ſuch applications would, in my abſence, be addreſſed, to 
enquire whether any ſuch diſſatisfaction exiſted in the fleet. 
The anſwer was, “that no ſuch appearance had been heard 
of there, and it was ſuppoſed the petitions had been framed 
for ie dere ape n Ron 
On the morning of the 22d of March, the day after I was 
able to come to town, one of the Lords of the Admiralty, 
nov abſent on ſervice, happened to call upon me, I related 
theſe particulars to him, ſhewing him the petitions, and 
ſent them the ſame day to his houſe, in the office, that they 
might be communicated to the noble Earl who preſides at 
that Board. „ bo VV 
Of the ſubſequent events I have no other knowledge but 
ſuch as is to be obtained in the daily papers. Demands for 
an increaſe of pay, by a fleet or army on ſervice, are not to 
be diſcuſſed, I apprehend, in anonymous correſpondence. 
Lord Grenville ſaid, the noble Earl muſt have fully ſatis- 
_ fied the Houle, that in the preſent inſtance, as well as in 
> 7 5 . every 
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every other, he had done his duty to the public,” and credit to 
his profeſſion. He moved, © that the Houle do now adjourn.” 


'The Houſe adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WIlLpNESDAVY, May 3. 


Alderman Anderſon preſented a petition from the debtors 


contined in Newgate, praying for an encreaſe of the allow- 
ance for ſubſiſtence, which was ordered to be laid on the table. 


'The Speaker attended in the Houſe of Lords, to hear his 


Majeity's commiſſion read, and on his return, informed the 


Houſe that the Royal Aſfent had been given to the bill for 
continuing the Order in Council relative to the Bank, and 


Various * 1 r bills. 


A motion for the ſecond reading of the Middleſex County 
Quota bill being read, 


The Marquis of Tick feld tated, that he was not aQuated 
by any motives of perional intereſt on the preſent occaſion, 


as was proved by the offers which had been made to accomo- 


date the buſineſs, but he contended that the proprietors in the 
_ pariſh of St. Mary-le-Bone, having the ſanction of the legiſ- 


lature as to the rates at which they were aſſeſſed had acted 


under this ſanction, and therefore ought to be maintained 


upon that principle. He moved, inſtead of (- now,” that the | 


bill ſhould be read a ſecond time, © this day three months.” 
Mr. V. Dundas ſeconded the motion. 
Mr. Sheridan denicd that there had been ſuch pledges of 


Parliament as the noble Marquis ſtated. If any pledges had 
been made, they were, that all county rates ſhould be fairly 


proportioned, and a due regard be paid to the intereſts of dif- 
terent pariſhes. At preſent the litile pariſh of St. Paul's, 
Covent-Gardes, paid 5131. in county rates, while the rich 


pariſh of Mary-le-Bone, paid only 541. 138. 9d. Theſe cer- 


tainly were times when men of great rank and property, in- 


ſtead of attending totheir perſonal emoulment, ought rather to 


ſet examples of impartial juſtice to the country. He hoped, 


there fore, that the noble Marquis would not perſiſt in op- 


poſing the bill. 
Mr. Courtenay made an ironical ſpeech 1 the bill. The 
dill muſt, he ſaid, have been framed by Jacobins, as the pe- 
tition againſt it ſtated it to be founded on the viſionary baſis 


of equality, by which the great and rich pariſh of Mary-le-Bone 
was intended to he put upon a level with that of Spital-fields. 


The 
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The lawyers had ſupported it, but their ſecret motive no 


doubt was, becauſe it would encourage ſuits in Chancery, 
The grant of the lands in Mary-le-bone had been made by King 
William to an c Whig, who had been a zealous aſſerter of 
liberty in this country, and had co-operated to bring lreland 
into that ſtate of freedom and happineſs which it now enjoyed, 
He hoped there would be as great a majority againſt the Bill, 
as there had been tor delaying voting money to the Emperor 


for only three or four days, till it was known, whether or not 
he had made a ſeparate peace. 
Sir Mm. Young ſupported the Bill. „ 
Mr. Mainwaring laid, the Bill was not to alter, but to ex- 
plain the law; for the Legiſlature could never mean that the 
riches of any. pariſh ſhould be a reaſon for its not paying a 


much rates as others. He further ſaid, that he thought the 


objections of the Marquis of s ichfeld might be conſidered in 
the Committee. 


In this the Speaker . 


Mr. Curwen recommended it to the Noble Marquis to with- 
draw his motion. 


The Marquis of Tizch feld e to do ſo; and faid, hat 


he did not contend for any Ppecumary value; be hould be 


aſhamed to have done fo. | 
The Bill was read a ſecond time, and 5 to a Coms 


mittee, conſiſting of the Gentlemen of the Long Robe, Mem- 


bers for the Home Counties, &c. &c. 


HIS MAJESTY'S MESSAGE. 


The Cats of the E xchequer bronght up a Me: age from 
his Majeſty, the fame as that delivered, by Lord Grenville in 
the Houſe of Lords, relative to the marriage propoſed between 
the Princeſs Royal and the Hereditary Prince of W irtemberg. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the ſubject was 
of ſuch a nature, as he was ſure made it unneceſſary for him 
to ſay a word on the complexion of the Addreſs, which the 
Houſe ſhould make in retutn.—He therefore ſhould move, 


that an humble Addrels, &c. be preſented to his Majeſty. The 
Addreſs was an ccho of the Meſſage, 


BANK OF ENGLAND. 
Mr. Grey gave notice, that on F riday ſe? nnight it was his 


intention to move certain Reſolutions, founded on the hoan- 


ein reports which had been laid before the Houſe, 


INH PERIAI. Lo AN. | 
Mr Fix role to aſk the Chancellor of the Exchequer whe- 


ther, after the intelligence which Miniſters he believed had 
received, 


to enter upon the diſcuſſion at that time. 
therefore he ſhould ſay no more, until he had information 
that could be relied on. 


32  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Countors, 
received, and of which the public were now in poſſeſſion, it 
was his intention to go on with the loan to the Emperor? He 


wiſhed to know whether, after the Emperor had concluded a 


ſeparate peace, after they ſaw the ſituation of affairs on the 


_ Continent, when thy ſaw the deluſive hopes held out by the 
right honourable gentleman blaſted, and the ſtatements on 
which he had proceeded proved to be falſe, was it poſſible for 

thoſe who had truſted to his aeclarations, was it poſſible for the 


Houſe in ſuch circumſtances to go on ? When the report of the 
Committee of Supply was agreed to the preceding night, this 


important tutelligence he underſtood was known to Miniſters, 


though they had given no ſuch information to the Houſe ; 
and he wiſhed to know whether it would make any difference 


in their meaſures upon this ſubject ? He wiſhed for ſome delay 


at leaſt before the matter was preſſed farther: at all events 
there were future ſtages on which it would be ſubmitted to the 
conſidera- tion of the Houſe, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared that no ſuch wiel. 


ligence had been received by Government previous to the 


bringing vp cf the Report alluded to by the right honourable 
gentleman. All that Government knew at preſent relative to a 
peace between the Emperor and France, was only from the 


authority of French newſpapers; in which the particulars of 


ſuch an event were not detailed; and from theſe papers, to- 
_ gether with the manner in which the accounts were given, it 


did not appear that there was ſufficient to induce the Houſe 
Upon this ſubject, 


There were future ſtages for the diſ- 
cuſſion of tlie meaſure of the imperial Loan. Farther 8 8 


clined ſaying. 


Mr. Fex {aid that he meant to ſay that Miniſters were in 
poſſeſſion of the information now before the public, at the time 
when the Report of the Imperial Loan Reſolutions was agreed | 


to, though nothing had then been ſaid of it. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that be had then ſeen 


none of the French papers. He underfiood ſubſequent to 
it, that French papers were in England with accounts of pre- 


liminaries being figned, but though he had known all he knew 
now, he would have done juſt as he had done => 

Mr. Sheridan wiſhed to know whether the Houſe might un- 
derſtand that no money would be ſent to the Emperor till the 


truth of the information was aſcertained ? 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he did not mean then 


to put off (he. ſubſequent ſtages of the Loan Bill ; be would 


d. however 


* 


, 4" dia ile 3h D 
, - STA”, 3 : ; Som e 1 . = : 0 ”—_ f M 
7 1 NI. 8 r „ A $8 AN AAS — Dari ö - 8 n 0 — - * 
Too ENT RE ICE * . 8 42 c . 5 n . L 4 A >, nba wil; Y 2 — ** 
> og 9 n n * e — CALL bog 3 2 E ROS, I, 0 We "TIS I 244 = > ME EA ig hed 
Ex EI RES We bo. * 5 S b . o ALS h a IS n r 8 . n B 2 Bo 5 
8 E n 55 8 n Kg 8 * * * ICS 2 2 = " * 1 2 — 
» XI 2: 8 . r i 3 $A e 589 0 „ Vo „ * r PH x 
> r on Cr ED S 3 2 r 3 E 
- . . . . F — - N 8 2 e mA G 5 * — 
n * 8 2x7 IIS , Se g A. 5 2 N 
4 F- 7 p 2 9 LW 15 on IRS. — SITS * r n De * by 
5 CES e pes KEEL, OE. ; hes WD = es 


93 


May 3.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 33 
however poſtpone the order which flood for that day till the 
next, becauſe it was neceſlary firſt to vote the Iriſh Loan, in 


the en on which ſome alteration was to be made. 


Mr. 7ety/! ſaid he was not ſatisfied with the anſwer the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer had made. He wiſhed to know | 


whether any money had been ſent to the avis robbed lince the 
vote of the preceding night? | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer made no anſwer. 

Mr. Jelyll then ſaid, he thould move for an account of the 
money lent to the Emperor lince the vote of the preceding | 
night. 

The Cali of the Exchequer tad; he was willing to ſe- 
cond this motion. 

The Report from the Committee on Watte Lands i was read, 
and the further conſideration poſtponed till Friday. | 

Mr. Jekyll ſaid, that, availing himſelf of the ſupport of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, be ſhould move for an account 
of all the money ſent to the Emperor above the ſum of 


1, 600, Oo0l. 


The ell 7 the Exch hequer begged it to be 40 00% 
that, though he had no objection to this motion, he did not 
ſecond it, as it was very different from that he agreed to ſecond. 

Colonel Egerton moved, that Lord Brome {h--uld be allowed 
to go to the country on urgent private atflairs.—Agreed to. 

In a Committee of Ways and Means the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer moved a refolution, that a ſum of 1,505.000l. be 
raifed by way of annuity, for the ſervice of Ireland, which was 
agreed to. The Houſe reſumed, and the Report was ordered 7 
to be received the next day. 

The Loan Bill Committee was put of till the next 1 5 

The Weſt India Governor's Indemnity Bill went through 
a Committee, and the Report v was ordered to be received the 


next day. 


Leave was given to bring in a Bil to continue the Scots 5 
ſmall Note Act. 


AF ASTE LANDS. 


Sir John Sinclair brought up the Report of the Cee 
appointed to enquire into the expediency of a General Incloſure 
Bill. In recommending the Bill, the Report ltated, ($ that a 
« Bill Huld paſs, &c.“ 

The Chandl.s of 1he Exchequer objected to theſe words; and 
the Speaker ſaid they were unparliamentary andi Irregular ;, the 
words ought to have been, * that a Bill be 27 ought in, &c. 

The Solicitor General ſaid, that a General lncloſure Bill 


Vox. II. 797. F could 
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could not be adopted without great injury, and deſtroying che 


rights of a great number Of individuals. 
"Cs John Siucluir was aſtoniſhed that any gentleman bl 
object to a meaſure which muſt tend fo much to promote the 


general proſperity of the country. 


On the ſuggeſtion of the Speaker, the Report of the Com- 
mittee, which ſeemed likely te produce ſome difference of 
opinion before leave could be given bring in a Bill on it, 
was ordered to be referred to a Committee of the whole Houle 


on Friday next, Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
THURSDAY, May 4. 

| The Order of the Day being read for taking his Majeſty £ 
Meflage into conſideration, reſpecting granting a further loan 
to the "Emperor. and raiſing a ſum for the ſervice of Ireland, 

Lord Gr enville ſaid, that he {ſhould only detain the Houſe 
for a fe moments. Of che propriety of ſending 1, 500, oool. 
to Ireland in the preſent ſtate of affairs in that country, he ſup- 
poſed that none would be diſpoſed to doubt. The 1, 600, oool. 
which had been already advanced for the ſervice of the Em- 
peror, he alſo conceived that their Lordſhips could have no 
objections to make good. And when the preſent ſituation of 
Europe was conſidered, and the object of an honourable and 


permanent peace kept in view, he was convinced that no mea- 
ſure could be adopted which would tend fo eftectually to pro- 


mote that object as guaranteeing a loan for the ſei vice of his Im 
perial Majeſty to the amount of 2,000,000l. more. He there- 
fore propoſed an Addreſs, which was the echo of the King's 
Meſſage, and which 1 was agreed to nem. di 2  Adjour ned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
__. ThursDaY, May 4. 


This being the day for the confideration of the petition 


_ complaining of an undue election for the borough of Malmeſ- 
bury, there only being ninety-five members preſent at four 


o'clock, the Houſe adjourned. 
| FrIDay, May 85 


The Scotch Notes Bill was read a firſt —— 0 


The Weſt India Governor's TORY Bill was reported, 
and ordered to be engroſſed. 


Lord Stopford reported, that his 1 0 had been waited 
upon 
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upon with the Addreſs of that Houſe, reſpecting the propoſed 
marriage between the Princeſs Royal and the Prince of Wir- 
temberg, and that his Majeſty returned thanks for their dutiful 
Addreſs, and for that attachment which they had uniformly | 
ſhewn to him and his family. e 915 


Mr. Long brought up accounts ſtating the amount of bills 
drawn within a twelvemonth from St. Domingo, which, upon 
the motion of Mr. St. ohn, were ordered to be printed. _ 
Mr. Sr. John gave notice that he ſhould poſtpone his motion 
reſpecting the ſituation of the troops, and the expences of St. 
Domingo, till Thurſday next. ) Cos Fra 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that an humble 
Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed. 
to cauſe to be laid before the Houfe copies of addreſſes from the 
Aſſembly of Jamaica to Major-General Williamſon, of the 


7th of October 1794: alfo copies of the articles of the inſtruc- | 
tions given to General Williamſon ; copies and extracts of let- 


ters from Secretary Dundas to General Williamſon and Wil- 
liam Hutchkinſon, Elq. and the copy of a letter from the 
Duke of Portland to W. Hutchkinſon, Eſq. of the gth of 
Auguſt 1796, on the ſubject of the St. Domingo revenue; 
and alſo an extract of a letter from Secretary Dundas to Go- 
vernor Simcoe, - I . „ c 5 1 0 
Mr. Pyhus brought up an eſtimate of the encreaſe of pay to 


the ſeamen and marines on board his Majeity's fleet for one 


year, from the 3d of May, purſuant to the order of Council; 
together with an eſtimate of the expence of the full allowance 
of proviſions, which were ordered to be laid upon the table of 


the Houſe. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequcr faid, that he ſhould pro- 


poſe on Monday that theſe papers be referred to a Committee 


of Supply. | 
„„ OO RNT WLEOTION. of 
Mr. M*Dowall reported from the Committee on the Kent 


election, that they had determined that Sir William Geary 


was duly elected, and neicher of the petitions was frivolous or 
vexatious. „„ ͤ;ð;ð r 5 
he reſolution of the Committee of Wars and Means on 
the Loan to Ireland was brought up, read, and agreed to. 

_ The Members of the Committee to try the merits of the 
Malmeſbury election were appointed. _ . 
The Houſe in a Committee on the Loan bill. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid a few words, which 
Mr. Tierney deſired the Miniſter to explain, © 
TEL IE of The 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he had already 
ſtated, as diſtinctly as he could ſtate, that it was his intention . 
to propoſe in the bill now before the Committee, that provi- >: 
ſion be made for the repayment of the advances that have been 
already made to the Emperor. But tnat it was not his inten- 
tion at preſent to make any proviſion for further advances to be N 
made to the Emperor, according to the ground which he had „ 
for forming his opinion at that moment. 1 
The bil! then paſſed the Committee, and the reſult was or- 
dered to be received the next day. 


PORTION OF THE PRINCESS ROYAL, = 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that the Houſe | 


do how reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe to 
conſider further of a ſupply to be granted to his Majeſty.— 3M 
Agreed. 
He then moved that 'his Majeſty's gracious Meſſage be re- 
ferred to the ſaid Committee —Ordered. 
He then moved that the ſum of 80,0001. be granted to "4 
Majeſty, to enable his Majeſty to give a portion on the mar- 
riage of the Princeſs Royal. ; 
Mr. Curwen ſaid he would not oppoſe the reſolution which 
was now propoſed, but he could not help faying, that con- 
ſidering the burthens which have been lately impoſed upon the 
people, and the great neceſſity there was to take care that they 
ſhould be made to bear as little more as was poſſible; confider- 
ing many things which he need not enumerate, he would have 
been happy if, inſtead of coming to the country, the King had 
provided for this marriage himſelf, At ſuch a moment as this, 
when the ſums impoſed upon the people were ſo great, there 
Was nothing that could be done to ſpare the people that ought. 
not to be done. He was as willing as any other man to expreſs 
all neceſſary affection for the Throne and for the different 
branches of the Royal Family ; but at ſuch a moment as the 
preſent, he muſt repeat, that he thought it would have a good 
effect if this expence was defrayed by his as himleR.. 


Thie reſolution was then put and carried, 


NEUTRAL CARGOES. -.. 
Mr. Hebhouſe Gated, that the Chaticeller of the Exchequer 


had held out the amount of the neutral cargoes as amounting 

only to 800,000]. at the opening of the laſt budget, whereas 
the claimants made it out to be 1,554,508. 48. d. this would 
occaſion a great deficiency | in the Ways and Means of the year. 
PET, It was the opinion of the Bank Directors, that theſe 


would 
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would inſiſt on payment of their claims in ſpecie, or bollion; 1 


this would be a great drain out of the Kingdom. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer explained. He had ſaid 
nothing in the budget about neutral cargoes, The honourable 
Gentleman miſtook the matter, and confounded the thing 


8 
which he had alluded to with the Dutch captures to that a- 


mount; they were the property ot his Majeſty by virtue of his 
prerogative, but which his Majeſty has ordered to be applied 
in aid of the public ſervice. With reſpect to the claimants of 


neutral cargoes inſiſting on payment in ſpecie, or bullion, he 


knew not of any right they had to inſiſt on ſuch payment any 


more than others, nor of any power they had to enforce ſuch 
demands; they mult be fatisfied by bills, like other creditors, 
while the regulation laſted. | 
The Houle being ad the report was ordered to be re- 
ceived the next day. 


The Houſe agree to go into a Committee of Supply on 


Monday. 


WASTE LANDS. | 
Sir Fake Heth moved the order of the day, which was 


for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole 


Houſe, to conſider of the Teport of the Select Committee on 


1 Waſte Lands. 


The Houſe in a Committee: | 

Sir Fobn Sinclair moved, that the Chairman be direQed to 
move the Houſe for leave to bring! in a bill for dividing, allott- 
ing, and incloſing waſte lands in Engl and, by agreement ot 
parties intereſted therein, and for removing certain legal diſ- 
abilities in parties to do ſo.—Agreed. _ 

Alſo, that the Chairman be inſtructed to move for leave to 
bring in a bill for enabling any perſon or perſons who may be 


entitled to waſte. lands, to incloſe and allot the fame. in 
ſeveralty. | 


The Solicitor General Card, he was glad that the honourable 


| Baronet had divided his bill into two; the former was not an 
object of diſcuſſion, but he apprehended there were very mate- 


rial obieCtions to the {econd, 

The queſtion was put and carried. and the Houſe being re- 
ſumed, leave was given to bring in the two bills. 

The other orders of the day were deferred —Adjourned. 


SATURDAY, MAY 7. 


The Scotch Small Note bill was read ſecond time, and or- 
ace to be commiſtes on Monday. 


The 
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The report of the Committee of Supply relative to the por- 
tion of the Princeſs Royal was brought up and agreed to. 
The report of the Loan bill was brought up, read, and 
agreed to, with various amendments, and ordered to be read 4 
third t time on Monday.— Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. - 
MonDAY, May 9. 


Received ſeveral bills from the Commornd, which were read 
2 firſt ee | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, May 9. 


Mr. Rofe brought up the Stamp Duty bill, which was nad 


a firſt time. 
The Loan bill was read a third time, and AY 


Mr, Secretary Dundas brought up the papers which were 


moved for on Friday laſt, relative to St. Domingo. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer requeſted Colonel Walpole 


to put off his motion reſpecting the Maroons to give way for 


the important buſineſs which he was to bring on in the Com- 


mittee of Supply. 

Colonel Malpole deferred his motion till Thurſday, 

Mr. T:#rney ſaid, he had petitions in his hand from a claſs of 
men whom he had only to name in order to call the attention 


of the Houſe to their intereſts, he meant the perſons employed 
in the dock-yards, on the river Thames, ſhip-builders, fail- 
makers, caulkers, and rope-makers, whom no body ſhould 


offend. They complained that a clauſe had been introduced 
into a bill now paſſing through the Houſe, which ſtruck at the 
means they poſſeſſed of ſupporting themſelves and their families, 


at the ſame time that it would prove highly injurious to the in- 


tereſts of the country. The clauſe was one of which, he be- 
heved, very few perſons in the Houſe were aware. It went to 
| nothing ſhort of a repeal of the Navigation Act, by allowing 
the Eaſt-India Company to build their ſhips in India. He 
| ſhould now move for leave to bring up the petitions, to which 


he hoped the Houſe would liſten with attention, and not with- 
out ſome aſtoniſhment, that Miniſters, under all the circum- 
ſtances of the times, ſhould conſider this as the fit moment for 


irritating the people employed in, the dock-yards. 


Mr, Ryder {aid, he had it in contemplation to move that the 
clauſe 
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clauſe in the bill, againſt which the petitions were directed, 
ſhould be left out, and he ſubmitted it in that caſe to the hio- 
nourable Gentleman, whether it was neceſſary for him to per- 
fiſt in bringing up the petitions. He denied that the bill had 
been carried in a clandeſtine way through the Houſe, or that, 
ſuppoſing it to have paſſed in its preſent form, that it would at 
all have the effect which the honourable Gentleman had re- 
preſented. 2 | 
Mr. Tierney congratulated the Houſe on the Hhonoarble 
Gentlemen on the other fide having learned to concede. expe- 


ditiouſly, but perſiſted in his motion for bringing up the peti- 
tions with which he had been entruſte ART i 
Mr. Secretary Dundas aſſerted that there was nothing farther 
from truth than the ſtatements of the honourable Gentleman. 
He contended that it was the honourable Gentleman, not the 
bill now before the Houſe, who wiſhed to repeal the Naviga- 
tion act. That act applied to Aſia as well as to America. Had 
the honourable Gentleman never heard of the Britannia and 
the Sir Edward Hughes, ſhips, both of which were built in 
the Eaſt-Indies, and which were now in the ſervice of, the Eaſt- 
India Company. Nothing was more clear than that ſhips, ac- 
cording to the Navigation act, might be be built in India as 
well as in Canada; how far it might be a meaſure of policy 
to comply with the petitions of the people in the dock. yards, 
was another queſtion, though he was by no means of opinion 
that the allegations contained in them were true, even in view 
of their perſonal intereſt, far leſs national advantage. 
Mr. Fox declined going into any diſcuſſion upon the Navi 
| gation act, but he contended that the queſtion of the Compa- 
ny's right to build ſhips in India could not be fo clear as had 
been repreſented by the honourable Gentleman, elfe it would 
not have been deemed neceſſary to introduce a clauſe | into a 
a bill for the purpoſe of aſcertaining it. | | 
After repeated explanations from Mr. Siu od. Mr. 
| Pineal: the former gave notice that on a future day he ſhould 
bring the ſubject regularly before the Houſe. | 8 
Mr. Terney preſented ſeveral petitions againſt the clauſe i R 
the bill fiom the journeymen ſailmakers of the port of London, 
the body of caulkers, and a body of men whom, he ſaid, it 
would not be prudent in any perſon to irritate —the rope- 
makers. | 
Mr. Alderman Curtis akin a petition 1 to the fame effect 
from the ſhip builders of the port of London, as did Mr. Shum 


from the maſt- makers, nd Mr. Mainwaring from the ſaw- 
yers. 


The 


— 
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The ſeveral petitions were. brought up, read, and ordered 
to lie upon the table till the third reading of the bill. | 

Mr. Bryan Edwards ſaid, he wiſhed before the petitions were 
diſpoſed of to enter his proteſt + ad tome facts ſtated in the 


courſe of the converſation. 
The Spraker informed the honourable Member, that the 


petitions were already diſpoſed of, and a new motion betore 


the Houſe.—(Ag general laugh!) | 99 


. COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 


for the whole Houte to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of Sup— 
ply, and that the papers containing the eſtimates of the increaſed 


victualling, which were laid betore the Houſe on Friday laſt, 
be referred to the conſideration of the Comaittee, 
cordingly into the Committee, Kr Hobart in the chair. 


SEAMEN AND MARINES ADDITIONAL ALLOWANCE, - 
The Chancellor of the F'xchequer roſe. He ſaid, that in con- 


ſequence of the late tranſactions Which had made it neceſſary 


to raiſe the wages of the men of his Majeſty fleet, and in 


purſuance of the eſtimates furniſhed for that purpoſe, he 
felt it incumbent on him to propoſe to the Committee to 


grant a ſum adequate to enable his Majeſty to provide for 


felt peculiar embarraſſment, and laboured under great diſad- 
vantage in ſtating the Fopply, becauſe it was always under- 


ſtood, that where any increaſe was propoſed, certain grounds 
ſhould be given to proceed on, for the purpoſe of aſcertain- 


ing the propriety of that increaſe. This argument applied 


very ſtrongly to the meaſure which he was about to ſubmit 
to the judgment of Gentlemen, as the increaſe intended 


was of a very conſiderable nature, and ſuch as was unavoida- 


fore be expected, that the different rates of wages, various 


data, circumſtances and other matters would be brought 
forward to ſhew the proportionate progreſſion neceſſary to 
be obſerved. Yet he ſhould ſay, that with every view of 


public utility, with every conſideration relative to prudence 


into a regular: and formal detail of what he had no 1 
ha 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the day 
pay of the ſeamen and marines, with the additional charges of 


heſe, motions being agreed to. the Houſe reſolved itſelf ac- 


the various exigencies likely to be incurred as ſpecified in 
thoſe eſtimates. He was ready to acknowledge, that he 


ble during the continuance of the war. It might there 


and policy, and with every poſſible attention to the delicacy 
of the caſe, he did not feel/ himſelf at liberty to proceed 
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had for ſome time paſt engaged the ſerious attention, and 


occupied the anxiety of the Houſe. He ſhould, therefore, 
on theſe grounds, rather rely on, and even claim the ſilent 
indulgence of the Houſe, than enter into any detail of the 

very important ſubject, which was then propoſed for their 
acquieſcence. At the ſame time that he confeſſed his ina- 


| bility to diſcuſs the buſineſs in the regular way, it was ne- 
ceſſary for him to declare, that as to any opportunity of 
information which might be expected from Government 
on the ſubjeR, it could not be too ſtrongly impreſſed on 


the minds of Gentlemen, that too much caution could not 


be uſed in an affair in which the ſlighteſt miſrepreſentation 


might produce the moſt difagreeable conſequences. He 
had ſufficient ground to ſuppoſe, that nothing. could fo eſ- 
fectually terminate the difficulties to which he might be un- 
derſtood to allude, as a knowledge of the vote of the Houſe 


on the object which then engaged their attention. He 


therefore, did not heſitate to ſay, that from the paſt circum- 


| ſtances, and the preſent general ſituation of things, he felt it 


his duty to aſk and ſolicit the ſilent judgment of the Houſe. 


In alluding to the eſtimates before the Committee, he truſt- 


ed, that the particular amount would not be the chief ob- 


ject of their attention; and he ſhould, therefore, without 
any more preliminary obſervations, ſtate at once the different 


ſums neceſſary to be voted. In the firſt inſtance, the amount 


of the various allowances of wages, increaſing in a propor- 


tionate ratio of 5s. 6d. 4s. 6d. and 3s. 6d. per month, or, 
in other words, 3FCͤöͤöÄ174ẽb. ; 
The reſpective increaſe of monthly pay for able ſeamen, ordinary ſeamen, 
and landſmen, with 2d. per day to the Non Commiſſioned officers of 
marines, and 24d. to the privates, would produce a ſum total yearly _ 
of | 5 RY 1 5 | 351, 00 
To which the yearly increaſe of 1- 8th of the whole victualling of the Navy 
was to be added, making at the rate of 198. per month each man for 13 


months in the year, the ſum ot $5,000 


And forming together the ſum total of L. 43% + 


It was his duty to ſtate the probable amount of the in- 


_ creaſed expence in wages, aud in viRualling for one year, 


yet he ſhould not ſtate it actually for the reſt of the year at 
a rate higher than 198. per month, which was the old rate 
allowed in the navy, and the Committee could' not but be 
convinced of the neceſſity of a juſt and proportionate addi- 
tion to be then made, for, in torming the eſtimates it was 
found impoſſible to deviate from the old ſtandard or rate of 
calculation, which was 19s. per month allowance for vic- 


Vor. III. 1797. tualling. 
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tualling. It ſhould alſo be obſerved to Gentlemen, that there 
were very different periods at which the payments of the 
wages of ſhips became due, and conſidering all theſe cir- 
cumſtances together, and comparing their relation with 
each other, he ſhould merely ſtate the ſupply propoſed to be 
voted to provide for the increaſed wages and victualling of 
the ſeamen and marines of the fleet for nine months, and he 
ould take it at an average ſum of 372,000]. He ſhould, 
therefore, move 8 | 


4 That it is the opinion of this Committee, that a ſum not exceeding the ſum of 

372,000. be granted to his Majeſty towards enabling him to meet and provide for the 
expences to be incurred by an encreaſe of pay to his Majeſty's ſeamen and marines, 
zecbrding to the addition directed by Order of Council of the 3d of May, 1797, and 
by the propoſed iſſue of full allowance of proviſions.” | TN, 

Mr. Fox ſaid, I certainly ſhall vote for the reſolution 
which is now before the Committee; but I cannot do it in 
the manner which the right honourable Gentleman propoſes, 

namely, to give it ſilently. I cannot do ſo without betray- 
ing my conſtituents. He ſeems to deprecate diſcuſſion upon 

this ſubject at this moment, as being likely to encreaſe our 
_ difficulties, It is not to diſcuſſion, but to ſilence we owe 
that difficulty. This Houſe ſhould not have been the con- 
fidents of the Miniſter, and remained ſilent ſo long upon 
this ſubject. Had this Houſe interpoſed upon the com- 
mencement of this matter, inſtead of indulging the Mini- 
ſters with the ſcandalous delay of a fortnight, for which I hope 
that at a future period Miniſters will not only be conſidered. 
as reſponſible, but will alſo be made ſeriouſly to anſwer, I 
verily believe we ſhould not have heard any thing of the 
misfortunes which have recently happened. The Miniſter _ 
has ſaid that much of what has recently happened was 
' owing to miſrepreſentation and conſequent miſunderſtanding, 
and that debating the ſubject is not the way to put off the 
evil; that it can only be removed by voting a remedy for it 
in filence. I ſay that filence has been affectedly preſerved 
in this Houſe in order, as I told the Miniſter long ago, to 
give him an opportunity of doing away the effect of any miſ- 
_ repreſentation or conſequent miſunderſtanding that had 
taken place when we heard of this buſineſs firſt, and to ayoid- 
any future miſunderſtanding. It has not produced that ef- 
fect ; nor do I think it was well adapted to produce it; for 
J am convinced that ſecrecy is but ſeldom, if ever, fo good 
2 mode of avoiding a miſunderſtanding. as diſcuſſion. 1 


= 
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will not now go into the detail of the conduct of the Ad- 
miralty upon this moſt delicate, critical and important buſi- 
neſs, during the Eaſter receſs. Indeed I have not, nor has 
this Houſe, any authentic information upon it. From what 
I have heard, however, in common with the public, I have 
ſtrong doubts of the propriety of that conduct; it-ſeems to 
have been that of neither denying nor granting, but an en- 
deavour to bargain with the ſeamen, and to offer them leſs 
than was reaſonable they ſhould have, fince it was leſs than 
is now propoſed to be voted in this Committee. The evil 
of this is, that you have encreafed, inſtead of diminiſhing, 
the ſuſpicion of the ſeamen, and more eſpecially ſome per- 
| ſonal diffidence which it appears they entertain. This Houſe 
might on the Monday or the Wedneſday following the no- 
tification of the diſcontents have voted that which is now 
propoſed, and it is inexcuſable in Minilters to have delayed. 
it ſo long. But moſt extraordinary indeed it is that ſilent 
confidence in Miniſters ſhould be now demanded of this 
Houſe. I fay that, after ſeeing the criminal conduct of 
Adminiſtration upon various occaſions, but moſt ſtrikingly 
upon this, if this Houſe now continues its ſilent confidence, 
and continues a blind truſt in men who have ſo miſcon- 
ducted themſelves, it will be little leſs blameable than Mi- 
niſters have been. It will be criminal in this Houſe to re- 
poſe truſt and continue power in the hands-of men, who we 
know by bitter experience to be unfit to conduct our af- 
fairs; who have ſhewn a degree of guilt, or incapacity, or 
both, that has led us to the brink of deſtruction. I ſay this 
is not a time, nor are the preſent circumſtances, in which we 
ſhould repoſe confidence in adminiſtration generally, even 
ſuppoling it to be the reverſe of what I think it is, namely, 
the beſt of all poſſible adminiſtrations ; but, leaſt of all, to 
ſuch an adminiſtration. Miniſters cannot ſay they were not 
warned of the danger of delay upon this moſt important of 
all ſubjects. I aſked the Miniſter as early as I could what 
was intended to be done, and when. | entreated that he 
would not ſuffer any delay to take place. I repeated my 
queſtions and intreaties, and if I have any reaſon to blame 
myſelf at all for the part I took, it is for not having repeated 
my defires ſtill oftener. That it ſhould be now ſuppoſed _ 
that any good can ariſe out of ſecrecy and filence upon 
this ſubject is ridiculous. The thing is abſolutely impoſſi- 
ble. Does the right honourable Gentleman really think 
that not only now, but for ever, the cauſe of this diſcon- 
tent is to remain a ſecret? Does this Houſe really mean 
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twalling. It ſhould alſo be obſerved to Gentlemen, that there 


were very different periods at which the payments of the 
wages of ſhips became due, and conſidering all theſe cir- 
cumſtances together, and comparing their relation with 


each other, he ſhould merely ſtate the ſupply propoſed to be 
voted to provide for the increaſed wages and victualling of 


the ſeamen and marines of the fleet for nine months, and he 
hould take it at an average ſum of 372, oool. He ſhould, 
therefore, move ns 


4 That it is the opinion of this Committee, that a ſum not exceeding the ſum of 
372,000]. be granted to his Majeſty towards enabling him to meet and provide for the 


expences to be incurred by an encreaſe of pay to his Majeſty's ſeamen and marines, 
zecbrding to the addition directed by Order of Council of the 3d of May, 1797, and 
by the propoſed iſſue of full allowance of proviſions.” 5 | 


Mr. Fox faid, I certainly ſhall vote for the reſolution 
Which is now before the Committee ; but I cannot do it in 


the manner which the right honourable Gentleman propoſes, 
namely, to give it ſilently. I cannot do ſo without betray- 
ing my conſtituents. He ſeems to deprecate diſcuſſion upon 
this ſubject at this moment, as being likely to encreaſe our 


difficulties. It is not to diſcuſſion, but to ſilence we owe 
that difficulty. This Houſe ſhould not have been the con- 


fidents of the Miniſter, and remained ſilent ſo long upon 


this ſubject. Had this Houſe interpoſed upon the com- 

mencement of this matter, inſtead of indulging the Mini- 
ſters with the ſcandalous delay of a fortnight, for which I hope 

that at a future period Miniſters will not only be confidered 
as reſponſible, but will alſo be made ſeriouſly to anfwer, I 
verily believe we ſhould not have heard any thing of the 
misfortunes which have recently happened. The Miniſter 
has ſaid that much of what has recently happened -was 
owing to miſrepreſentation and conſequent miſunderſtanding, 
and that debating the ſubject is not the way to put off the 


evil; that it can only be removed by voting a remedy for it 


in ſilence. I fay that filence has been affectedly preſerved 
in this Houſe in order, as I told the Miniſter long ago, to 
give him an opportunity of doing away the effect of any miſ- 


repreſentation or conſequent miſunderſtanding that had 


taken place when we heard of this buſineſs firſt, and to avoid 
any future miſunderſtanding. It has not produced that ef- 
fect ; nor do I think it was well adapted to produce it; for 
J am convinced that ſecrecy is but ſeldom, if ever, ſo good 
2 mode of avoiding a miſunderſtanding as diſcuſſion. I 


will 
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will not now go into the detail of the conduct of the Ad- 


miralty upon this moſt delicate, critical and important buſi- 
neſs, during the Eaſter receſs. Indeed I have not, nor has 


this Houſe, any authentic information upon it. From what 
I have heard, however, in common with the public, I have 
ſtrong doubts of the propriety of that conduct; it ſeems to 


have been that of neither denying nor granting, but an en- 


deavour to bargain with the ſeamen, and to offer them leſs 
than was reaſonable they ſhould have, fince it was leſs than 


is now propoſed to be voted in this Committee. The evil 


of this is, that you have encreaſed, inſtead of diminiſhing, 


the ſuſpicion of the ſeamen, and more eſpecially ſome per- 


ſonal diffidence which it appears they entertain. This Houſe 
might on the Monday or the Wedneſday following the no- 


tification of the diſcontents have voted that which is now 


propoſed, and it is inexcuſable in Miniſters to have delayed 


it ſo long. But moſt extraordinary indeed it is that ſilent 
confidence in Miniſters ſhould be now demanded of this 
Houſe. I fay that, after ſeeing the criminal conduct of 
Adminiſtration upon various occaſions, but moſt ſtrikingly 
upon this, if this Houſe now continues its ſilent confidence, 


and continues a blind truſt in men who have ſo miſcon- 
ducted themſelves, it will be little leſs blameable than Mi- 


niſters have been. It will be criminal in this Houſe to re- 


poſe truſt and continue power in the hands of men, who we 
know by bitter experience to be unfit to conduct our af- 


fairs; who have ſhewn a degree of guilt, or incapacity, or 


both, that has led us to the brink of deſtruction. I fay this 
is not a time, nor are the preſent circumſtances, in which we. 
ſhould repole confidence in adminiſtration generally, even 
ſuppoſing it to be the reverſe of what I think it is, namely, 


the beſt of all poſſible adminiſtrations ; but, leaſt of all, to 
ſuch an adminiſtration. Miniſters cannot ſay they were not 


warned of the danger of delay upon this moſt important of 


all ſubjects. I aſked the Miniſter as early as I could what 
was intended to be done, and when. | entreated that he 
would not ſuffer any delay to take place. I repeated my 
queſtions and intreatics, and if I have any reaſon to blame 


myſelf at all for the part I took, it is for not having repeated 
my defires {till oftener. That it ſhould be now ſuppoſed 
that any good can ariſe out of ſecrecy and filence upon 


this ſubject is ridiculous. The thing is abſolutely impoſſi- 


ble. Does the right honourable Gentleman really think , 
that not only now, but for ever, the cauſe of this diſcon- 
tent is to remain a ſecret? Does this Houſe really mean 


G2 to 
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to ſay to the people of this country that, after what they 
know has happened at Portſmouth upon the commencement 
of this miſunderſtanding and fince, that they will never in- 


quire into the cauſe of it? Are we lo abandoned as to deter- 
mine never to have any reſponſibility upon ourſelves, but that 
we are to ſay, we will leave the whole of it, under a blind 


confidence, to our Executive Government to manage? I ſay, 
we ought to take refponſibility upon ourſelves : it is our firſt 
and greateſt duty, without the due performance of which 
we ſhall be worſe than uſeleſs to the public. If we neglect 
mat duty, conſider what may be the effect of this. What 
has happened may happen again. What is it that has alrea- 
dy appeared before us: — That grievances have been com- 


plained of, and have not been ſufficiently attended to. The 


_ cauſe of theſe complaints cannot be fully known. I declare, 
upon, my honour, 1 do not know the cauſe. All I know is 
what have ſeen in newſpapers, related as having paſſed be- 


tween the Admiralty and the Delegates of the fleet. I never 


heard how far the Admiralty conceded to, or oppoſed, -the 
wiſhes of the ſeamen. I never underſtood the matter to this 


day, and even now I do not fully underſtand it. Why then, 


I aſk, how I am to do my duty to the people of England, in 


voting away their money on circumſtances that are more im- 
portant, perhaps, that any that ever came before us till now, 


without knowing the real truth as to the cauſe of that vote ? 
I fay that we ought to know that cauſe ; for, without it, 
how can we be ſatisfied that the remedy is adequate to the 
evil? I ſ:y, alfo, that if Miniſters were as ſucceſsful in all 


their plans as they have been unſucceſsful ; if they had ful- 


filled all their promiſes as uniformly as they have diſregarded 
them; if they had gratified our wiſhes in proportion as they 
have diſappointed our expectations, it would even then be 
the duty, the bounden duty of the Houſe of Commons, in 
this moſt critical and important of all caſes, to call for a full 
explanation of the cauſes of this diſcontent. I hope the 
right honourable Gentleman will ſtate them all fully and au- 
thentically to this Houſe at ſome future period. I think he 


ought to ſtate, even now, what were the circumſtances 
which have led to the miſunderſtanding between the fleet and 


ine Admiralty atter the firſt promiſe was made to the failors. 
This he ought to do now, in order that we may know whe- 


ther this vote, which is before us, is a complete or a partial 


compliance with the wiſhes of thoſe who are the objects of 


u 8 endeavour to JE It by in lence i is lilly. To ex- 


* ; «4 : peck 
* S 5 ; 


* 


— ns 


„ 
9 


bo 
4 L 
8 25 
. wu, : £ 
Id , 
5 | 
my . 
mY i 18 
5 F £44 
2 2 4 5 M0 
1 1 
5 Pe 
5 * : * 5 * 
8 Fo * 27 
N 1 
W's 7 
0 * 
* 1 
A 45 af 
by " 4; 
4 
1 
i 


„ 


Mv 9. ] 


will not be ſuffered to be paſſed by in ſilence. 


they aſk it. 
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pect that ſecrecy can fave you now, and to think that it may 
be ſmothered, is the weakeſt of all poſſible hopes, by which 
you will reſemble children, who ſhut their eyes and think 


I therefore hope that this buſineſs 
I will no 
more be anſwerable for any miſrepreſentations that may go 
abroad upon our diſcuſſion, than the Miniſter ; but I know 
that much more miſunderſtanding is likely to follow filence 

than diſcuſſion. I therefore wiſh the matter to be diſcuſſed. 
I wiſh to know now, whether this is all that is intended to 
be done upon this buſineſs? By this ſpecies of blind confi- 


that nobody can ſee them. 


_ dence which the Miniſter is ſo ready to atk, and which this 


Houſe is much too ready to grant, the conſtitution of this 
country may be undone. I know there are many who think 


that the inconvenience of popular aſſemblies are great, on 
account of the publicity of their proceedings, and hence has 


ariſen, great error in giving to Miniſters confidence when 
But our preſent Miniſters ſeem to think, that 
the leſs they are called upon to explain, the more danger 


there is in their attempting it, and they call for confidence 


in exact proportion as the neceſſity of explanation is urgent. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he thought that a 


ſilent vote upon this ſubje& was the beſt, and therefore he 
took the liberty of recommending it. He thought ſo ſtill, 


for he was not ſhaken in that opinion by any thing that was 
ſaid by the right honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt ; and 
it was ſingular enough, that that very perſon who called for 
ſo much information, declared he ſhould vote for the reſolu- 


tion after he had heard the explanation that had been given; 
although he declared, at the ſame time, that he knew no 
more upon it than any other member in the Houſe; a pretty 
convincing proof that what he had heard already was ſuffi- 
cient to fatisfy him of the propriety of the preſent motion. 


This added to his opinion on the prudence of his not enter- 
Ing further upon this diſcuſſion. oh | 8 


Mr. Fox ſaid, it was true he had ſaid that he knew nothing 
more of the circumſtances on which the reſolution was 
grounded, than what the public newſpapers contained. He 
was ready, even upon that knowledge, to vote for the reſo- 


lution, though he ſhould have aſſented to it with much more 


ſatisfaction if his vote could have been founded upon more 
full and regular information. He conſidered the information 
which the newſpapers furniſhed, and the notoriety of the 


| caſe, as ſufficient to induce him to give his vote for the reſo- 


lution. 
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lution. He knew that he was voting for an expence that 
was neceſſary, but without knowing whether that expence 
was all that was neceſſary, and whether it was likely to pro- 


duce the effect deſired. What he complained of chiefly in 


the conduct of the right honourable Gentleman was, that a 
fortnight had elapſed before the Houſe was informed whe- 


ther any promiſes had been made, and whether they were to 


be adhered to. If meaſures had been taken immediately to 
aſcertain theſe points, the Houſe would not now have been 
in the dark upon the ſubject ; they would not have been at a 

toſs to know whether the new diſturbances, which rumour 
ſtated to have taken place, had ariſen from the circumſtance 
of the agreement not being confirmed, or that enough had 
not been conceded. Tranſactions like thoſe that had recently 
occurred, certainly would have been highly important at 


every period, but in the preſent ſituation of the country 
they were of unequalled importance. If they called them- 


ſelves the repreſentatives of the people, if they really felt 


any love for their country, could they be ſatisfied that the 


accompliſhment of the object for which the vote was to paſs, 


was placed in hands worthy of fo great a truſt. Could they 
fay that they had done what they ought to do for the ſecurity 


of their deareſt intereſts and moſt eſſential concerns? Could 
they tell their conſtituents that they durſt not enquire into 
circumſtances ſo intimately connected with their ſafety and 
their exiſtence ? Could they ſatisfy their own minds, could 
they ſatisfy their conſtituents, by telling them they had truſt- 
ed Miniſters ? And what Miniſters too? Men who ſaw every 
hope which they had indulged diſconcerted ; every expec- 
tation they had formed diſappointed : men, who, after all 
their afſertions and all their boaſts, were compelled to come 
down, and found new meaſures upon the failure of their 


plans and the diſappointment of their views. And would it 


not be a pretty anſwer to give to their conſtituents, when 
they aſked them what conduct they had purſued in circum- 
Rances ſo critical? to ſay, that they durſt not venture to en- 
quire into the circumſtances by which the expence they 
voted was incurred ; that they had truſted to Miniſters, and 
to men who had ſhewn themſelves ſo truſt-worthy they had 
confided the ſafety of the country! If ſuch was the opinion 
of the Houſe, it ſuch was the opinion of the country, as he 
truſted it was not, the difficulties of our ſituation muſt in- 
9 terminate in utter ruin. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he certainly ſhould vote foi the reſolu- 
Kon, but there was a queſtion he ſhould propoſe to the right 
honourable 


wo 
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honourable Gentleman, which might be anſwered without 
involving that diſcuſſion which he wiſhed to avoid, or that 
miſchief which he apprehended. In alluſion to the new diſ- 
turbances which were ſaid to exiſt, the honourable Gentle- 
man had ſaid, that nothing was ſo likely to reſtore tranquil- 


lity as an immediate vote in favour of the reſolution. But 


why then did not the right honourable Gentleman avail him- 
ſelf of the opportunity of ſubmitting that vote ſooner, when 
it might have prevented the diſturbances it was to appeaſe 2. 
Why was it that the vote was to be propoſed when informa- 
tion was received that new diſturbances had broken out? 
Why did he not take immediate ſteps in conſequence 
of the promiſes which were made? Why, inſtead of 
the flow procraſtinating mode that had been followed, 
had not the right honourable Gentleman come with a 
meſſage from the Throne, recommending the Houſe to 
take meaſures to carry into effect what had been done? 
He diſtinctly aſked then, why a fortnight's delay had taken 
place before any ſteps were taken to carry into effect what 
had been done ? How could they rely that even what they 
were to vote would be properly carried into effect? From 
the words of the Lords of Admiralty, that they had come 
to the reſolution of acceding to the demands of the ſeamen, 
that they might have as early as poſſible an opportunity of 
returning to their duty, as it may be neceſſary that the fleet 
ſhould ſpeedily put to fea to meet the enemy of the country,” 
it was plain that they did not expect that the ſeamen were to 
return to their duty upon that promiſe, but that ſome other 
proceedings would immediately follow upon it. The firſt ſtep 
then ought to have been a communication to the Houſe, and 
ſuch a vote as this paſſed with unanimity, would have per- 
fectly ſatisfied them. He thought too highly of the charac- 
ter of Britiſh ſeamen, to imagine that this vote would not 
ſatisfy them, and if it did not, he ſhould think more de- 
gradingly of them than he did at preſent. Miſrepreſenta- 
tion might have induced them to do what they ought not to 
have done; but the right honourable Gentleman ought to 
have prevented the poſſibility of ſuch miſrepreſentation. He 
was convinced, however, that means of conciliation would 
be more effectual if accompanied with a vote of cenſure on 
Miniſters, for not coming to Parliament ſooner with ſome 
|: propohition'on the ane. NHS, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that it was a miſtake 
to imagine that the propoſition had been brought forward in 
F : conſequence 
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vantage in the beginning of this week, whether it would 


men of all deſcriptions; but putting it on this ground, that 
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conſequence of any new occurrences. He had given notice 
on Thurſday, that eſtimates were to be preſented, and that 
they were laid before the Houſe on Friday, and this was the 
_ earlieft day that could have been W for taking them 
into conſideration. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he did not ſtate that the reſolution 
was now brought forward in conſequence of recent occur- 
rences. He charged the right honourable Gentleman with 
the delay that had taken place. He believed that miſrepre- 
ſentation might have taken place, but that miſrepreſentation 
ought to have been anticipated by ſome earlier propoſition on 
the ſubject. He preſſed the right honourable Gentleman to 
inform the Houſe what motive, what reaſon, what pretence 
could exiſt for the delay of a fortnight which had intervened ? 
He did not impute any reſponſibility to the Admiralty, as 
they had done all they could do. 

Mr. Fox aſked, if there was any man who would Fora 
that, if the news of this vote having paſſed would be of ad- 
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not have been of equal importance in the beginning of laſt 
| week, or the preceding one? How could this fortnight's de- 
lay be juſtified ? He differed from his honourable friend with 
regard to the blame imputable to the Admiralty. Knowin 
and valuing as he did the private character of the Firſt Lord 
of the Admiralty, he could not but wonder that a man with 
feelings like his could ſuffer a fortnight to paſs without ſug- 
geſting to his friends the neceſſity of haſte. This motion 
could not originate in the other Houſe, but he ought not to 
have remained in office a week if ſuch a vote as this was not 
carried. Miſconception might have exiſted, and to this, 
perhaps, were owing the new diſturbances that had taken 
place. The right honourable Gentleman, indeed, had often 
the fortune to be miſunderſtood, owing to the perverſeneſs 
of his audience, no doubt, but it was rather unlucky that 
"thin ſo often happened, though his audience was compoſed of 


any room was given for miſunderſtanding was a great miſ- 
* fortune to the country, and a great act of criminality i in thoſe 
who ſhould have prevented it. 
The reſolution then paſſed nem. con. 
The Houſe being reſumed, the report was immediately 
received, and agreed to nem. con. 
The other orders of the day were then deferred. 
Adjourned. 
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EAR or LAUDERDALE's PETITION.” © * 

Mr. Anſtruther was heard at the Bar as counſel for he Eurl 
of Errol, againſt the Petition of the Earl of Lauderdale, relativs. 
to the late election of the Sixteen Peers of Scotland. + | 

Mr. Adam is to be heard in 2 2 th on re of the Petition 
on Thurfday nent. 


Loan Si" 


On the motion n for the ſecond reading of the Bill 3 grant⸗ 
ing to his Majeſty fourtcen millions fi ve hundred thouſand pounds, 
by way of Loan, | 

The Earl of Suffolk begged {ay to alk a queſtion of the : 
Noble Secretary of State (Lord Grenville) which was, whe-. 
ther any part of the money to be raiſed by this Bill, was itt» 
tended to be ſent to Ireland, and on what account: 

Lord Grenville ſaid, that certainly the ſum of one million _ 
hundred thouſand pounds was intended for the Ervice of the 
Siſter Kingdom. . 

The Earl of Su ſaid, be thoaght the Hon ghee PT 
to conſider the Subject before they gave their aſſent, to ſo large 
a portion of the Public's money being ſent out of the kingdom, 
at this time of unexampled diſtreſs and calamity, without hav- 
ing ſome explanation given them as to the purpoſes for which 
this money was to be applied. He was afraid, he ſaid, that it 
Was meant for the purpoſes of coercing the people of that coun- 
try. If ſoit would be far better that it ſhould never go, Nothing, 
in his opinion, could be more to be deprecated than a continu- 
ance of the meaſures which had been tor ſome time paſt adopt- 
ed in Ireland. He hoped, therefore, the Noble Secretary 
would inform him how this money was intended to be applied, 

Lord Grenville ſaid, that the queſtion of the noble Earl had 
placed him in a very difficult ſituation. Indeed it was impoſſi- 
ble for him to anſwer it. The money was to be ſent to the 
Government of Ireland, for the purpoſe of defraying all expences 
which were neceſſary for the defence of that country againſt 
our enemies, and thoſe who aided or abetted them. When 
the money once arrived in that country, it then became the 
province of the Iriſh Parliament to diſpoſe of it in ſuch manner 
as to them ſhould ſeem beſt for the general intereſts and de- 
fence of the country againſt all its enemies. It was out of his 
power, therefore, to give any further anſwer on the ſubject. 

Vox. III. 1797. H T he 
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The Earl of Suffolk ſaid, that if he thought the money was 


intended to be uſed for the defence of that country, againſt her 
external enemies, no man would be readier, or vote for it 
more eagerly than he would. He was, however, very much 


: afraid it was rather intended for the purpoſes of coercion of 
the people there, which was what he deprecated as one of the 


moſt unwiſe and impolitic ſyſtems that could poſſibly be pur- 
ſued. No man who was at all acquainted with the fituation 
of the two countries, could have a 1581 upon his mind of the 
immenſe importance of Ireland to this kingdom. No man 


who had conſidered this great importance would deny, that Ire- 


land was, in fact, the right arm of this country, and, if that was 
admitted, how dreadful muſt it be to contemplate the great 


danger there was, that from the miſchievous meaſures which 


had lately been adopted in that country, the right arm was 
| likely to be lopt off from the body. He thought, therefore, 
the Houſe ought to interpoſe its influence to prevail on his 
Majeſty's Miniſters to adopt conciliating meaſures, in order to 


calm the minds of the unhappy people of that country, rather 
than vote away ſo large a ſum of money, to be uſed for carry- 


ing on a ſyſtem of coercion, from which he could not help 


dreading the moſt fatal and miſchievous conſequences, if they 


were madly perſiſted in. 


Lord Grenville ſaid, that Miniſters in this country could not h 
 Interfere in the meaſures adopted in Ireland, without the 


breach of a folemn compact. 


Lord Nerds {the Earl of Moirs) aid, that he believed 


his noble friend (Lord Suffolk) mifconceived the nature of 
the advances which were meant to be made to the Sifter King- 
dom. He underſtood that a ſum was to be raiſed in England 


for the ſervice of Ireland, the intereſt of which was to be pro- 


_ _ vided for by Ireland, and which was to be diſpoſed of by the 


Government of that country. When Ireland was mentioned, 
however, he could not refrain from repeating what he had ſaid 
on a former day reſpecting the fatal ſyſtem of policy which 
Minifters were purſuing in regard to that country. From the 


languid manner in wr -ch their Lordſhips ſeemed to attend to 
what he faid on that occaſion, he concluded that they were of 


opinion that this country had no mtereſt in the concerns of 

Ireland. As he was af a very different opinion, of an opinion 

ſo different, that he conceived the very exiſtence of Great 
Britain to depend npon her connexion with Ireland, he again 
called upon their Lordſhips, ſeriouſly to conſider the tendency 
of the meaſures which Miniſters had adopted, and were ſtill 
2 3 5 8 Os purſuing 


May g.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS: 51 
ſuing in that country. His Lordſhip ſaid, that the argument 
made uſe of by the noble Secretary of State, both in anſwer to 
him on a former night, and to his noble Friend on the preſent 
occaſion, © that his Majeſty's Miniſters could not interfere 
e with Ireland, without a breach of compact,“ was childith 
in the extreme, and much more miſchievous than childiſh. 
He warned their Lordſhips, however, how they continued to 
give ear to ſuch weak arguments. He begged them to conſi- 
der the dreadful ſuuation into which that country was plung- 
eds, and to interfere with their good offices, before it was too 
late to do any good. The time was fhort indeed, and 2 
could effectually fave the country but lenient meaſures, and 
thoſe ſpeedily adopted. If the preſent meaſures were perſiſted 
in, and if the ſame ſyſtem was continued, they hazarded 
a diſmemberment of the Britiſh Empire; whereas, had the 
meaſures of conciliation been adopted, which he propoſed a 
ſhort time ago, he firmly believed that things in that quarter 
would already have worn a much more promiſing aſpect. He 
did not know whether it was not already too late, but if they 
perſevered much longer in the ſame line of policy, he ven- 
| tured to predict that Ireland, if not wreſted from under the 
dominion of the Britiſh King, would be reduced to a ſituation 
in which it would be the cauſe to the Engliſh Government of 
_ continual diſtruſt, ſuſpicion and alarm. If the King's Mi- 
niſters were ſo ſhort {ighted, fo infatuated as not to give whole- 
ſome advice to his Majeſty upon the ſubject, he intreated their 
| Lordſhips not to be ſilent when they ſaw the moſt important 
intereſts of the country at ſtake, but to adviſe his Majeſty to 
employ ſuch conciliatory meaſures as might tend to attach his 
ſuhjects in that part of his dominions to his perſon. and Go» 
vernment. Had Miniſters, inſtead of acting upon a ſyſtem of 
coercion yielded to the demand, or rather might he have ſaid, 
hearkened to the petitions of the Roman Catholics and Diſſen- 
ters in that kingdom, they would at this moment have been 
prepared to parry the greateſt dangers by which the country 
might be threatened, and inſtead of being under the neceffity 
af ſending money for the ſervice of Ireland, they might have 
been deriving the moſt effectual means of national defence 
from that quarter. Whether it was now too late to alter the 
ſyſtem of meaſures in that kingdom, he could not take upon 
| himſelf to ſay, but if the ſame meaſures were purſued much 
longer, he was at no loſs to deliver it as his opinion, that they, 
would be attended with the moſt calamitqus effects that this 
country had ever known. He entreated their Lordſhips ſeri- 
oully to reflect, that the queſtion way not merely whether 
F „ Ireland 
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Ireland was or was not to remain attached to the Britiſh Crown, 


but whether the Government of this country was to exiſt or 


to be annihilated ? for he ventured to afarm, that if Ireland 
was wreſted from under the dominion of his Majeſty, the Go- 
vernment of Great-Britain would not ſurvive for {ix months. 


Ireland, if ever it ſhould be deprived of the protection of this 


country, muſt neceſſarily league itfelf with another ſtate; and 
when we arc deprived of this arm of ſtrength, he begged to 


know whether we could make any effectual reſiſtance to an 


enemy already too powerful, with this new acceſſion of re- 
ſource? It was not, therefore, the honour and credit of the _ 
Englith Crown which he called upon their Lordſhips to vindi- 
cate, it was for their acres that he entreated them to conſult ; 

for the church. eſtabliſhment, and the livings attached to it, 
which he invoked the reverend Prelates to defend. Under theſe 
impreſhons he now took the liberty of repeating what he had 
formerly urged, convinced as he was that he ſhould have been 

deficient in the duty which he owed to his Sovereign and to his 
country had he neglected the opportunity which was afforded 
him by the mention of Ireland, of throwing out conſiderations 


which appeared to him to be of ſuch importance in the prefent 
Hate of that unhappy and diſtracted country. 


He begged them to recollect the dreadful conſequences 
which had reſulted from a ſimilar ſyſtem of coercion purſued 


-againſt America. In the beginning of. that fatal ſyſtem we 
had begun by ſtigmatizing them as rebels, and had thence 
.compelled them to be ſo. We had declared the Americans to 


be rebels; we had threatened to puniſh them as ſuch. The 
Americans received the information with aftoniſhment, as no- 
thing had been farther from their thoughts than any idea of re- 
bellion. Finding, however, that they were declared rebels, 
and to be treated as ſuch, they began to be perſuaded they were 
rebels, and the indignation which they felt, added to the dread 
of that punithment Which they ſo little merited, drove them 
to that firm and compact bond of union which enabled them to 


beat us out of the country, and to compleat their independ- 


ence. The ſame dreadful and deſperate game, his Lordſhip 
ſaid, he was afraid was about to be played over again with 


reſpect to Ireland. He had once thought that ſo bitter a leſſon 
as that which had been taught us by America, might have 
ſerved as an uſeful monitor, but he was afraid he ſhould 
find himſelf miſtaken. He begged their Lordſhips, however, 


to reflect, that though this country had not felt all the fatal 


effects which had been imagined from the loſs of America, that 
5 125 the loſs of Ares would be Abe with much more dd 
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aſtrous conſequences, for Ireland muſt throw herſelf into the 
alliance, or under the protection of ſome other power near to 
Mnf this country. VHV „ ee 
FRE Lord Suffolk ſaid, he had come down for the purpoſe, not 


5 of bringing the ſtate of Ireland into diſcuſſion, but of aſking _ 
PE ſome very important queſtions upon a ſubject, perhaps ſtill _ 
= more alarming, to which, after the preſent motion was diſ- 
7 6 poſed of, he hoped that he ſhould receive ſatisfactory anſwers 
. fron the noble Secretary of Stute 88 
9 Lord Grenville declared, that no warmth of deelamation, or 
PA violence of language, ſhould provoke him to ſwerve from that 
I line of conduct which he had adopted on the ſubject in con- 
4 "40 ſequence of cool deliberation and mature reflection. Whether 


the arguments uſed by him, in anſwer to the propoſition which 
the noble Lord had brought forward fome time ago with regard 
to Ireland, were childiſh or not, he had left it to the Houſe to 
determine. The Houſe had determined on the queſtion, and 

he was perfectly ſatisfied that the diſcuſhon into which the 
noble Lord (Rawdon) had entered on a former day, and which 
on this day he had thought proper to renew, could not be en- 
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5 tertained without a breach of a moſt ſolemn compact, and a 
a direct infringement of the rights of the independent Legiſlature 
1 of Ireland. And ſo far was he from thinking that the motion 
. of the noble Lord, had it met the approbation of the Houſe, 
5 would have been attended with good effects, that he was fully 
5 convinced it would have had a tendency directly oppoſite, and 
40 that the affairs of Ireland would have been in a much more 
Wine alarming ſituation than they were at preſent. 
; 97 Ihe Duke of Grafton contended that the noble Secretary, 
1 profefling as he did to believe that the motion of the noble 
Fay Lord (Rawdon) would have been accompanied with bad 
„ effects, was bound to ſhew that the affairs of Ireland had 
3 been improved ſince its rejection by the meaſures upon which 
3 his Majeſty's Miniſters were now acting. It had unfortunately 
5 happened that all the aſſurances and expectations held out by 
15 the noble Secretary upon public affairs, had uniformly failed, 
I and he was afraid that their conduct in reſpec to Ireland would 
. add another inſtance to the long catalogue of miniſterial dif- 
by, graces and of public diſappointments © «© 
5 Lord Grenville profeſſed a readineſs at all times to meet any 
Dy diſcuſhon which any noble Lord might think proper to bring 
| ; forward reſpecting the conduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters, and 
"0 expreſſed a conviction that it would never ſuffer from a com- 
I pariſon with the mode in which their meaſures had been op- 
: poſed, | 7 e 
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The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he roſe to take notice of a ſingle 


_ expreſſion in the laſt ſpeech but one of the noble Secretary of 


State. He had mentioned “ the breach of a folemn compact.“ 


He did not underſtand what compact was meant, and wiſhed 


for ſome information on that ſubject. Was the expreſſion 
uſed in reference to any ſolemn compact which his Majeity's 
Miniſters had entered into to ſend money to Ireland ? | 
Lord Grenville in explanation faid, that what he meant by 
6a breach of a ſolemn compact,” was a breach of that com- 


pact by which this country ſolemnly pledged itfelf not to in- 


terfere with the independent Legiſlature of Ireland, and con- 
ſequently not to enter into the difeuſſion of matters connected 
with the internal regulations of that country. 
The Duke of Bedford declared, that to his mind it anon 5 
that the ſending a large ſum of money to Ireland under the 
ſanction of the Britin Parliament, was juſt as much an inter- 
ference with the immediate province of the Parliament of lre- 


land, as it would have been for the Parliament of this country 


to have exerciſed its influence with his Majeſty to have inter- 


poſed his good offices for reſtoring prove and tranquility to the 
minds of his Iriſh ſubjects. 


Lord Rawdon (Earl of Moira) 154. he conſidered the - 


planation of the noble Secretary as little better than a childiſh 


evaſion, Was this a time, he would aſk, under ſuch a variety 


of circumſtances the moſt ſerious and alarming that ever befel 


the country, to get rid of queſtions of the higheſt importance 


and of the greateſt magnitude, under the pretence of forms? 


Forms, in many caſes, he was ready to admit, ought ſtrictly 
to be adhered to; but where the exigency was preſſing, and 
delay or ſubterfuge might be productive of the moſt fatal con- 


ſequences to the exiſtence of the country, the beſt means of 


meeting the danger that threatened ſhould. alone be con- 


fidered. 


Lord Grenville cies; that the Houle had decided 8 


the propoſition of the noble Lord as it was formerly ſubmitted 


to the Houſe, and the mode which he had adopted of oppoling 
it, an and by that deciſion he was determined to abide, 
The bill was then read a ſecond time. 


The third reading of the bill for erecting the Corporation of 8 


Surgeons into a College was poſtponed on the motion of the 


Duke of Bedford till Friday the 19th, with a view to give time 
for ſome Gs of es Coupons to n op it, 8 


| 5 
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AUGMENTATION. OF SEAMENS' PAY BILL. 


In conſequence of a meſſage received from. the Houſe of 
Commons by Mr. Pybus, requeſting their Lordſhips to fit a little 
longer, they waited till the bill was brought up for grantifig 
an additional allowance to the ſeamen on board his Majeſty*s 
fleet. The bill was read a firſt time without W On 
the motion that it be read a ſecond time, | 
Lord Suffolk ſaid, he conceived this to be the ſtage of the 

bill on which it was proper for him to put the queſtion to the 


noble Secretary of State, which he had come down for the pur- 


poſe of aſking with an anxiety bordering on diſtreſs. He wiſhed, 
in the firſt place, to know why the bill now before the Houſe | 
was not brought in a fortnight ago, and what were the cauſes 
of the delay which had taken place and produced ſuch fatal 
conſequences. He would claim for himſelf the right to make 
further obſervations when he had heard the noble Secretary $ 
anſwer. _ | 

Earl Strange the Duke of Athol), inking that incalcula- 
ble miſchief might be the conſequence of any diſcuſſion taking 
place upon a ſubject of ſo great delicacy, role for the purpoſe 
of deprecating ſuch a diſcuſſion, and of expreſſing a wiſh that 
| the bill ſhould go through its feveral ſtages without any obſer- 
vations being made upon it. They had already experienced the 
fatal effects of the converſation which took place on a former 
evening having been miſrepreſented, and ſimilar effects might 
happen again from a ſimilar cauſe. He therefore entreated 
their L#cdfhips to allow the bill to go as quickly as poſſivle 
throug' its feveral ſtages, in the hope that, in conſequence of 
| it, the deluded ſeamei would return to their duty, and receive | 

with gratitude this boon from their country. 5 

Lord Suffolk aſked, if miſrepreſentation was the cauſe of the 
eren calamities which they had to deplore, on which ſide 
that miſrepreſentation had originated? It was not on his fide 
of the Houſe, but on the other, and in conſequence of the 
concealment, if not of the e of his "EO" 8 Mi- 
niſters, 

The Duke of Athol replied: that he 44 not allude to any | 
miſrepreſentation which had taken place in that Houſe, but to 
the iniſrepreſentations of thoſe who were either incapable of 
diſcerning the meaning of what IRE; or who en it 
from an evil deſign. , 

Lord Grenville declared that there was no ſpecies of invec- 
tive, however bitter, and no declamation, however irritating, 
which ſhould provoke him to nt trom the duty which he 


owed 
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owed to the public, by entering into a diſcuſſion which would 
highly injure the beſt intereſts of the country. He little ex- 
pected to have heard of different ſides of the Houſe on that 
night; different ſides of the Houſe on ſuch a queſtion ! On 
ſuch an occaſion it was the duty of their Lordſhips to act with 


unanimity, and to forget all queſtions of inferior moment; 
under a firm conviction that the preſent difficulties under 


which they laboured was entirely owing to a ſcandalous mit- 
repreſentation of what paſſed in that Houſe on a former even- 


ing, he ſhould not on the preſent evening give a ſecond op- 
portunity for the fame cauſe, to produce, perhaps, ſtill more 
calamitous effects. He ſhould therefore {it down with an ex- 

preſſion of thanks to the noble Earl (Strange) for the judicious 


and manly way in which he had expreſſed his ſentiments upon 
the ſubject. 
The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he roſe for the purpoſe not of 


introducing diſcuſſion upon the ſubject of the bill now before 
the Houſe, but of reſiſting the doctrine that their Lordſhips 
were bound to ſanction whatever his Majetty's Miniſters 


thought proper to propoſe. He roſe for the purpoſe, not of giv- 


ing an opportunity for miſrepreſentation,. but to give his Ma- 


jeſty's Miniſters an opportunity of doing away mireprefenta- 


tion; to give them an opportunity of amending their declara- 
tion, and of removing the miſconceptions to which it had given 


riſe. Diſcuſſion of the ſubject of the bill he thought improper, 


explanation he thought neceſſary. He was not ſurpriſed, how- 


ever, that diſcuſſion and explanation were equally obnoxious 


to his Majeſty's Miniſters, for ſecrecy alone could ſcreen their 
conduct from cenſure and their characters from infamy.: When 


any light was thrown upon their actions, it ſerved only tõ con- 


vict them of odious treachery or the moſt ſhameful incapacity. 
He ſhould not now move for information upon the preſent 
ſubject, but he pledged himſelf to do it on a future day, whey 
he had little doubt but Miniſters would be found to merit the | 


heavieſt cenfure. 


Lord Grenville ſaid, that having been perfectly convinced : 
that all diſcuſſion of. the fubje&t was improper, and having 
therefore expreſsly declared that nothing ſhould induce him to 
enter into it, he did not at all wonder at the noble Duke's im- 
mediately ſeizing with eagerneſs on ſo favourable an opportu- 
nity of indulging himſelf in a ſtrain of declamation and invec- 
tive againſt his Majeſty's Miniſters. All that he ſhould ſay 
in anſwer was, that if the noble Duke felt any triumph in the 


Ws hu of the advantage he had afforded him, it was a tri- 
umph which he did not in the [malleſ; degree envy him. 
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Lord Rawdon faid, that the queſtion put by his noble Friend 


(Lord Suffolk) did not invite any diſcuſſion upon the ſubject 
of the bill now before the Houſe ; it was diſtinct, and ſet apart 


from the bill. His noble Friend did not object to the bill, he 


only wiſhed to know the cauſe of the delay which had taken 
place in bringing it in. And in order to avoid giving any an- 
ſwer to this ſimple queſtion, the noble Secretary availed him- 


ſelf, as an excuſe, of a miſapprehenſion of ſomething, not which 


was faid, but of ſomething which was not faid on a former 
day. The country would not take this as an excuſe he was 


ſure, and he hoped that neither would their Lordſhips ſuſtain 


it. There was one conſequence of a ſerious nature to be ex- 


pected from the ſilence of the noble Secretary if it was perſe- 


vered in, namely; that the delay would naturally be aſcribed | 
to official neglect,, a circumſtance which certainly would not 


tend much to conciliate the ſeamen, at leaſt to thoſe who ad- 
miniſtered his Majeſty's Government. The explanation de- 
fired went only to one ſingle point, and it was idle and childiſh 


to evade it, viz. why the meaſure now adopted was not taken 
with greater expedition? | VV 


Lord Sydney deprecated all diſcuſſion, and threatened, if it 
was proceeded in, to do what he never was in the habit of do- 
ing, or much inclined to do, viz. to move that the Houſe 


ſhould be cleared. He objected alſo to the diſcuſſion as it was 


now conducted, as being contrary to all Parliamentary forms, 
and as tending to encreaſe the delay ſo much complained of. 


His Lordſhip complimented the Earl of Strange in ftron 
and handſome language on the very proper and manly conduds 


he had adopted on the preſent critical occaſion. With regard 
to the arguments of the noble Lord {Lord Rawdon), it was 
agreed on all hands that it was improper to enter into diſcuſſion 
of the ſubject then; and- if it were true, as had been ſtated, 


that the queſtion put by the noble Earl {Lord Suffolk) was 
_ a diſtinct queſtion, ſeparate from the ſubject of the bill, it could 


not properly be the ſubject of debate or difcuſhon, when the 
general wiſh was to paſs the bill with as little delay as poſſible. 
The Duke of Grafton ſaid, that he did not aſk too much 


when he aſked a conceſſion from their Lordſhips that the pre- 
' ſent was one of the greateſt calamities with which the country 


was ever afflicted, and that aroſe chiefly from procraſtination. 
If then theſe poſitions were founded in rectitude, would any 
of his Majeſty's Miniſters be hardy enough to ſay that the 
country ought not to be informed of the cauſes of that procraſ- 
tination? He was willing to draw a veil over all that had paſſed, 


but when they were putting off the definitive ſettlement of 


Vor. III. 1797. | 133 808 the 
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buſineſs from day tc day, did they recollect the promiſe of the 
Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, and that his Majeſty's Royal 
word was pledged that the meaſure ſhould be carried into effect? 


Had he been Fiſt Lord of the Admiralty he would not have 
been an hour from the elbow of the Miniſter till he had got his 


promiſe carried into execution ; and the Miniſter on his part 
ought to have recollected that his Majeſty? s nioſt gracious or- 


der called ypon him to take the ſpeediett ſteps for giving N 


effect. 
The Lord Chancellor left the woo] ſack and ſ upplicated their 


Lordſhips to confider the nature and importance of the Bill. 
All the noble Lords who preſſed for explanation, agreed in 


cenſuring the procraſtination that had already taken place. 


He contended, therefore, that thoſe who were for entering 


| Into diſcuſſion at the preſent moment partook in ſome degree 
of the criminality imputed to thoſe who were ſaid to be the 


authors of the delay. He appealed to the feelings of their 


Lordſhips to conſider, whilit they were debating i in that Houſe 
what might might be at preſent the ſituation of the fleet; to 


conſider that while they were entering upon topics which 
might be agitated at a future day, and putting queſtions 


which might as well be anſwered another time, the delay 
which was thereby occaſioned to the paſſing of the bill, 


might be putting in peril the lives of the beſt and braveſt 


men in the country, It was like ſtopping to enquire how a 


fire was kindled before they employed the engines to extin- 


guiſh it. The diſcuſſion of the ſubject was unavoidable; he 


only aſked a flag of truce for one night, and their Lordſhip's 


aſſent to the bill, that it might be palſed, and ſent off to Portſ- 
mouth immediately. 
The Duke of Bed/2r1 declared he did not wiſh to pro- 
tract the paſſing of the Pill, and begged only to aſk the noble 
Secretary of State one queſtion, it was one which, if fairly 


anſwered, would complcatly put an end to all diſcuſſion | 


whatever, The queſtion was, Whether his Majeſty's Mi- 


nifters intended, and were really endeavouring to carry into 


execution all the promiſes made by the Lords Commil- 
ſioners of the Admiralty to the ſeamen? 


Lord Grenville thought it neceſſary to deny, in the moſt ex- 


preſs and poſitive terms, that he was in his official capacity, 
2 25 to anſwer any queſtion that might be put to him, 
however unſeaſonably, by individuals. His Lordſhip felt 


that it was a doctrine which could not be too forcibly ſtated 


to the e that his N s Miniſters and Parliament 
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ought both to be tried by their own acts, and not by any 
groſs and ſhameful miſrepreſentations that were maliciouſſy 
tabricated to pervert the public mind, and prejudice it 
againſt Government. It would be peculiarly hard if Mini- 
ſters were to be tried on the ground of anſwers extorted 
from them by queſtions inſidiouſſy and irregularly put, and 
then carefully conveyed to the public. He faid, that from 
anſwers extorted in that way, the groſſeſt miſrepreſentations. 
went abroad threugh thoſe diſorderly and unconſtitutional | 
channels, though acquieſced in, the public papers. They 
did not even pretend to give, with any degree of accuracy, 
what they heard in that Houſe, and had no authority for re- 
porting what they did hear. He believed that the inconſi- 
derate diſcuſſion which had been brought forward by a noble 
Duke (the Duke of Bedford) on this ſubject a few nights ago, 
and the ſhametul miſrepreſentations which had been made re- 
ſpecting it, had been the cauſe of all the calamity which had 
happened ſince. The queſtion which that noble Duke had juſt 
put to him, certainly went to raiſe ſtill further doubts in 
the minds of the ſeamen. He believed there was no inten- 
tion in it, but it could not fail of having that effect. He had 
no doubt, however, but the preſent bill would convince them 
of his Majeſty's firm determination to fulfill all the gracious 
indulgences he had promiſed them; and he could not con- 
ceive how any one could ſuppoſe for a moment that Mini- 
ſters did not intend to fulfill every tittle of promiſe and en- 
gagement which had been entered into by the Lords of the 
Admiralty. CEE. | 4: . 1 5 . SN : 7 
The bill being read a ſecond and third time, and agreed 
to nemine difſjentiente, )%%%%%%%ͤͤͤꝗÿ—ö1 Of $2 Won l 
The Duke of Bedford once more offered himſelf to the at- 
tention of their Lordſhips. His Grace declared, that in 
otder to allow the bill which had juſt received their Lordſhip's 
aſſent, to paſs without any further dſcuſſion, and that no un- 
juſt imputation might be made to his Lordſhip, of procraſy 
rinating what was on all ſides admitted to be fo immediately 
neceſſary to the deareſt intereſts of the country, he had not, 
as he was legally entitled to do, made any reply to the charge 
brought forward againit him by the noble Secretary. As 
therefore the important buſineſs ſubmitted to the Houſe 
was finally agreed to, he hoped their Lordſhips would indulge 
him with ſaying a few words on what dropped from the 
noble Secretary of State, reſpecting the charge made againſt ' 
him, and that indulgence he particularly relied upon, as he 
had waved his right of reply while the bill, which had been 
8 1 . 1 diſpofed, 


- 


66 WOUDFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lon os, 
diſpoſed of, was ſtill under conſideration. He was very glad 
1 to find that the noble Lord had ſpoken out, and that he had 
| been ſo pointedly charged by that noble Lord with being the 
. author of the calamities alluded to, for he could at leaſt have 
an opportunity of clearing himſelf in the molt ſatisfactory 
manner from any imputations on that head. He had, in- 
deed, heard it buz zed about by the dependents on Mini- 
ters, that he had been the cauſe of theſe calamities, but the 
charge was at length formally avowed by the noble Lord him- 
ſelf. He would therefore appeal to the candour of the 
Houſe, whether he had not on the -occaſion alluded to, come 
forward and ſpoken with as. much referve and caution, 
as the delicacy of the ſubje could poſſibly admit? He 
would maintain, that in the proceeding- cenſured by the 
noble Secretary, he had done nothing but what his duty in 
Parliament required of him. He had-aſked Miniſters, if 
they intended to bring the ſubje& before Parliament? and 
the anſwer which he received to that plain queſtion, from 
one of his Majeſty's Miniſters was, that he had no plan to 
communicate to the Houſe. [The Duke of Bedford was 
interrupted by Lord Sydney, who ſpoke to Order.] 
Lord Sydney obſerved, that as the noble Duke alluded to 
the language of a noble Earl Who was not preſent (Lord 
Spencer) and as he referred in his juſtification to what had 
paſſed in a former debate, he truſted the noble Duke would 
defer the ſubject till ſome future opportunity. | 2 
The Duke of Bedford proceeded, and allowed that it was E 
not ſtrictly in order to allude to a former debate, though in Mt 
the courſe of this evening it had been done by the noble FE 
Secretary of State. He had not either expreſsly mentioned 95 
the words of the anſwer he had alluded to, though the noble 1 
Secretary had expreſsly mentioned them. He {lattered him- "=p 
ſelf, therefore, he had not been much wanting in point | 
of order. He ſhould make no ſeruple, however, in alluding 
i to,that ſpeech if he thought it neceſſary in juſtification ot 1 
his own character, though the firſt Lord of the Admiralty 9 
had not thought proper to attend in his place on the preſent Ys 
occaſion. He had no doubt but he could ſhew*moſt clearly 
that it was to that noble Lord's anſwer, more than to any. 
thing that fell from him, that a late calamity originated. 
And his Grace ſaid, he thought the noble Secretary before 
he made ſuch charges, ought, to take care of making them 
on fair grounds. Why did he not boldly come forward with 
a charge againſt him? He was ready to meet ſuch a charge, ; 
and. to repel it any day. e 
3 BEE The 
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The Earl of Suffolk ſaid he required Miniſters to attend 


in their places. There could in his opinion, be no excuſe 
for their abſence at the preſent eriſis for days; no, not 


even for hours. It appeared to him as an Indication of their 
deſire to ſhrink from their duty. 5 
Lord Grenville felt himſelf called upon to notice the / - —- 
preſſions which had fallen from the Noble Lord who had 
ſpoken laſt. He was for his own part perfectly ſatisfied, 


* no noble Lord could accuſe him, even in the lighteſt 


reſpect, of ſhrinking. from his duty. He begged leave to 
diſclaim the idea intimated by the noble Earl, that Mini- 
ſters were bound at all times to be preſent in their places in 
Parliament. He ſhould not heſitate to ſay, that with regard 
to his own conduct, it was abſolutely neceſſary for him to 
judge for himfelf af the time moſt proper for his attendance 
to his duty in that Houſe, and his abſence on other important 
duties. He alſo thought ãt requiſite to ſtate, that it was ir- 
regular for any individual member to require, in a peremp- 
tory tone, the attendance of Miniſters, the uſual and con- 
ſtitutional mode was to proceed by ſummoning the Houſe. 
The Duke of Bedford explained, and contended that the 


noble Secretary ought not to have brought forward a charge 
fo very ſerious in its nature without clear and ſpecific 


grounds. He ſhould, however, take an early opportunity 


of ſubmitting to the Houſe ſome propoſition of a ſerious | 
nature on the imputation made againſt him. 


The Houſe having agreed to adjourn at pleaſure, until 
his Majeſty's commiſſion could be ifſued for giving his royal 


aſſent to the bill, the commiſſion was accordingly read at 


half an hour after eight o'clock, and the ſpeaker and mem-_ 


| bers of the Houſe of Commons attending at the bar, the 


bill, with five other public and ive private: bills, received - 


the royal aſſent. 


The Lords Commit ioners were, the Archbiſhop of Can- 


terbury, the Lord Chancellor, the ary of Portland, and 


the Ean of Liverpool e 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 Tvuxspay, May 9. 


Sir John TE IR Fl brought up the two general Turloluse | 
bills, which were read a firſt time, and ordered to be read A 
. ſecond time on Monday next, - 


1 Scotch Bank note bill went through a Committee 
of 
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of the whole Houſe, and was ordered to be read a third time 

the next day. | 
The additional Stamp Tax bill was read a ſecond time 

and ordered to be committed on Thurfday. 

The Prize Ship bill was read a third time and paſſed with 


various amendments. 


The members were choſen by ballot t to try the merits of 


5 Fe Maidſtone election. 


Several petitions were preſented againſt the ſhip prize 


| bill, from various ſhipwrights, carpenters, &c. and, pon the 
third reading of the ſame bill. 


Mr. Ryder moved a clauſe to leave out theſe Wen | 
« in any part of Africa or the Eaſt-Indies.” This would 
remove. the objections of perſons who thought their intereſts 
were likely to be affected by having privileges granted to 
ſhips built in India equal to thoſe built in Great Britain. 
Tui alteration was as adopted, and the bill read a third time. 


© SEAMEN, 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid, that in conſequence of what had paſſed 


the preceding night, and conſidering the impreſſion of mens' 


minds relative to the diſturbances at Portſmouth, he now- 


roſe, not to enter into the cauſes of that affair, but to preſs 


upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer a queſtion, which 
had been diſtinctly propoſed to him by two of his honourable 


Friends the preceding night, and to which noanſwer was made. 
He begged, therefore, to aſk, why the propoſition, moved that 


night, was not brought forward on an earlier day ? Had this 


been done, the diſaſtrous conſequences which had taken place 
might have been prevented. Unleſs a ſatisfactory explana- 
tion was given of a delay ſo fatal in its conſequences, and 
for which the right honourable Gentleman was reſponſible to 


the Houſe and to the country, it was his intention to move a 


direct vote of cenſure againſt the Chancellor of the Exche- 


ner, for groſs neglect of duty in not ſubmitting the ſubject 
ooner to the Houſe. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer acknowledged, that he 


certainly was reſponſible, provided there was any miſcon- 
duct imputable to any perſon on the occaſion alluded to by 


the honourable Gentleman. He would not however, at 


preſent, enter into any diſcuſſion on a ſubject, concerning 

which he would wiſh that as little as poſſible might be ſaid. 
But, whenever the honourable Gentleman ſhould bring for- 
wal his intended vote of cenſure, that would be the time 


_ for 


4 
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for him to ſtate thoſe things which he might think fit to ſub- 
mit to the juſtice and candour of the Houſe. As to the 
queſtion, Whether the recent proceedings in the fleet aroſe 
from Parliament not having ſooner adopted that meaſure, 
which was on the former day brought forward in the Com- 
mitte of Supply, he muſt obſerve, that there was not a ſtep 
taken, which, conſiſtently with the neceſſary forms and re- 
gulations, could have been adopted at more early periods 
than thoſe on which they were brought forward. On the 
26th of April, the petition of the ſeamen was referred to a 
Committee of the Lords of the Admiralty, who were to 
conſider the ſame, and report their opinion upon it. Their 
report was made to the King in Council, and, as ſoon as it 
was approved of, immediate directions were given at the 
proper offices to prepare an eſtimate of the ſum which the 
intended augmentation in the wages of the ſeamen would 
produce ; and the moment that eſtimate was ready, it was 
laid before the Houſe; and that reſolution already alluded to, 
voted accordingly. The Houſe would alſo recollect, that, 
in conſequence of a queſtion put to him by an honourable 
Gentleman, on the other fide, he had diſtinctly ſtated, that 
a communication was to be made on the ſubje& of an aug- 
mentation in the ſeamens' wages. Gentlemen muſt more- 
over recollect, that, on the day when he had brought for- 
ward the ways and means, he did expreſsly ſtate to the 
Committee, that à further proviſion was to be made for 
| naval ſervices, over and above the ſums voted on that day 
for the current expences of the year. From theſe circum- 
ſtances, there was no ground to ſuppoſe, that it was not the 
intention of the Executive Government to propoſe ſuch 
_ meaſures as might ſerve to ſatisfy the demands of the ſeamen 
in the fulleſt manner. Theſe were the facts, therefore, 
which he had to ſtate to the candour of the Houſe. No 
time was loſt in taking every neceflary ſtep, each of which 
Fad a regular train to go through. But it certainly was 
true, that meaſures had not been hurried on with that ſpeed 
which would have been adopted, if there had exiſted the 
lighteſt ſuſpicion that a delay would have cauſed any miſ- 
conſtruction with regard to the intentions of Government; 
and he aſſured the Houſe, that no perſon could feel more 
regret than he ſhould, if he thought that the delay was in 
any manner the cauſe of the events which lately took place 
in the fleet. This was all he had to ſay on the ſubject, until 


the honourable Gentleman ſhould bring forward his motion. 


Before 
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Before he ſat down, he thought proper to inform the Houſe, 
that, in conſequence of the vote of yeſterday, it was his in- 
tention to propoſe a bill, grounded on the report of the Com- 
mittee, which bill, contrary to the uſual forms, he ſhould 
alſo propoſe to have carried through all its ſtages in the moſt 
expeditious manner. This he conceived to be the beſt way 
to remove all doubts as to the intention of the Executive 
Government; and he believed, in that caſc, that the Houſe 
would think it was his with to decline ail diicylhon « on the 
ſubject. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that aſter the explanation which the right 
honourable Gentleman had juſt given, he could not help ſay- 
ing, that the delay complained of, was an intolerable and 
fatal neglect of duty. In his opinion, Miniſters were guilty 
not only of judging that delay after the fact, but before the 

fact. The hiſtory of the tranſaction was, that in Faſter 
week complaints had exiſted in the fleet, meetings of dele- 
gates had taken place, and various other circumſtances hap- 
encd. A letter was written from the Admiralty upon the 
ſubject of theſe complaints, which ſtamped upon them a cha- 
racter of incapacity the moſt flagrant ; or want of talents for 


acting upon a great and difficult eriſis, unexampled in the 


annals of any adminiſtration. This letter not having pro- 


duced any effect, a ſecond had been ſent, with which the 
ſeamen were ſaid to be ſatisfied, and on Which they were to 
return to their duty. This tranſaction had taken place on 
Sunday morning, the 23d of April. Under all the circum- 
ſtances with which this affair was accompanied he would 


ſubmit to any impartial mind, whether this was an occaſion 


for tardy forms and official delays ? What was the duty of 
Miniſters then upon this occaſion ? Was it not their duty, 


after they had recognized the delegates with whom they 
treated; after they had made a promiſe, to have loſt no time 


in completing the tranſaRtion? Yet, in ſtating the rapidity. 
_ with which he had acted in purſuance of the uſual forms, it 


appeared that the firſt date of any ſtep was the 26th of April, 

three days after the agreement had been made. Was not 
this a matter upon which the utmoſt diſpatch ought to have 

been uſed? Delays till the opinion of Councit was taken! 
Good God, after a pardon had been proclaimed for what 
had paſt, when the active part of the Council were the men 
who had agreed to the tranſaction to be conſidered, and who 
were bound to earry it into effect, could there be any doubt 
of the opinion of Council ? was any delay weder till it 
Was 
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was pronounced? But even the Order of Council, to which 
theſe tedious ſteps and formal proceedings were to lead, ap- 
peared on the 3d of May, and five days elapſed before the 
ſubject was ſubmitted to the Houſe, Eſtimates, forſooth, 
were to be prepared! As if the Miniſter could hot guefs 
what was to be the nature of the Order of Couneil, and 
could not therefore give orders for eſtimates to be prepared ! 
If this country be doomed to ruin, was ever country ruined 
by incapacity ſo groſs, by miſconduct ſo unparalleled? Was 
this a time to adhere to petty formalitics, to procraſtinate 
for the production of an eſtimate? The right honourable 
Gentleman ſaid, he had it in contemplation to bring forward 


the ſubject ; he had alluded to it in his ſpeech upon the 


Budget. But how were the ſeamen to judge or to know his 
intentions; how were they to know that he was bound to 
bring forward the ſubject? Such was the eluſory character 
of the right honourable Gentleman's language, that it was 
often difficult even for the Houſe to know by what he was to 
be held, and to what extent he was bound. But conſider the 
nature of the tranſaction; and the circumſtances with which 
it was accompanied, and, let any man ſay it was neceſſary 


for the right honourable gentleman to ſuſpend the buſineſs to 


give his clerks time to make out an eſtimate. But it might 
be faid, why had not he himſelf, and thoſe who thought 
with him, preſſed the matter! He had indeed repeatedly 
urged the right honourable Gentleman; he was not ſuffi- 


ciently acquainted with the facts, and he expected every day 
xt would be brought forward. He was ignorant how far the 


Admiralty had conceded, how far the delegates had given up 
any part of their demands; it was therefore impoſſible to 
move any thing upon the ſubjet. He expected that nat 
only eſtimates would have been produced, but that a full ac- 
count of the tranſaction was to be communicated to the 
Houſe ; certainly he ſo underſtood the right kononiable Gen- 
tleman, and many in the Houſe underſtood him in the fame 
Way. The right honourable Gentleman had even mentioned 

the diſtance from Portſmouth as a cauſe of delay. If the 
affair related merely to money arrangements previouſly ſet- 
tled, the diſtance from Portſmouth could have nothing to do 
with the delay. If the whole tranſaction was to be ſubmit- 

ted to the Houſe, the diſtance from Portſmoith might have 
been ſome reaſon for delay. If every thing was © ljufted 
when the Lords of the Admiralty left Portſmouth, and want- 
£d only confirmation, the guilt of thoſe who allowed ſuch an 
Per: UI, h X interval 
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interval of delay to elapſe, ought not to paſs unpuniſhed. 
After the fact, the right honourable Gentleman regrets its 
conſequences; there were not many of his acts which, one 
time or other, the right honourable Gentleman would not 
have reaſon to repent. A conduct, however, to which was 
_ owing the loſs of the innocent "Hes of men, whoeyer they 
were, who had fallen, whether high or low, men to whom 
the country was highly indebted, ought not to be palled over 
unnoticed by the Houſe. Whatever were the feelings of 
regret experienced by the right honourable Gentleman for 
the delay that had taken place, he gave him credit for the 
feelings he profeſſed to have ; what man, indeed, could exiſt, 
- conſcious of the calamities which his conduct had occalion- 
ed, without feelings of regret? Yet that conduct, which 
was the cauſe of delays ſo fatal, ought not to paſs without 
the marked diſapprobation of the He, Ts oppole any 
meaſure which tended to expedite-the final completion of the 
tranſaction, however, was by no means his intention. 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid, after the unſatisfactory explanation 
given by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he ſhould poſt- 
pone the motion he intended to make no longer than till 
after the propoſition now to be brought forward on the ſub- 
ject, was diſpoſed of. The Houſe certainly was not fully 
attended on the preſent occaſion, but if the important criſis 
In which the country was placed, did not enforce the attend- 
ance of members, nothing he had to ſay could. Recollect- 
ing too the immenſe ſums which had often been voted away 
by as ſmall a number of members as now appeared, he did 
not feel himſelf blameable in bringing forward his motion 
even on ſo thort a notice. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he was. 8 that not a doubt re- 
mained in the mind of any gentleman in the Houſe of the 
| ſhameful miſconduR of his Majeſty's Miniſters. Nor hag 

he any doubt but that they all felt regret at what had hap- 
pencd, and indignation at thoſe who were the cauſe of it, as 

well as contempt for their incapacity. He ſhould himſelf, if 
his honourable Friend had not given notice of it, have 
brought forward an immediate cenſure upon the King's Mi- 
niſters for having delayed this meaſure; but that he wiſhed 
that nothing ſhould now ſtand in the way of paſling the bill. 
The reaſon which the Miniſter offered as an apology for the 
delay that had taken place, was not to be endured under the 
circumſtances of the time. The Miniſter now pretended to 
ee 8 that he White for an | eſtimate of the ex pence which 
ba LE will 
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will attend this meaſure. Did he really believe that 
the public were to be fo inſulted ? He could have brought 
this eſtimate down to the Houſe at the very hour after the 
King's proclamation iſſued. He was ready enough to avoid 


all delay in granting the Imperial loan, nay, ſo anxious was 


he upon that meaſure, that he would not wait for three days, 
although it was notorious that intelligence was expected to 
arrive which would put that loan out of the queſtion. He 
was ready enough, alſo, to uſe all due diligence to ſtop the 
payment of the Bank, and to car'e the King to come to 
town at an unuſual hour, and in the moſt extraordinary way, 
in order to illve the Order in Council for that purpoſe. 
But he ſaw nothing in this meaſure, upon which the very 
exiſtence of the nation depended, that required haſte. This 
was ſuch ſhameful neglect, that he truſted the Houſe would 
feel it, as he was ſure the public felt it, with abhorrence. 
'The Miniſter was abſolutely without excuſe for the delay 
that had taken place. He knew that the failors were diſſa- 
tied. He now came forward with his unavailing regret 
that any diſturbances had happened. He pretended that they 
aroſe from miſunderſtanding. Could there be any wonder 
at that miſunderitanding ? "Had the ſailors not a promiſe 
from the Admiralty, and was not that promiſe afterwards 
treated with apparent indifference by the King's Miniſters 2? 
Did they not delay the meafure which could alone give it 
ſanction? Had they, therefore, no reaſon for doubting the 
ſincerity of the Miniſter f It was true, indeed, that in moſt 
caſes, where money was to be called from the people, the. 
Miniſter's promiſe was preciſely the ſame thing as a vote 
of the Houſe of Commons, at leaſt there was reaſon for 
thinking ſo from former facts; but it was not wonderful that 
the ſailors thought otherwiſe, for they judged more of what | 
Parliament ought to be, than what it really was by its mo- 
dern practice; and therefore, unleſs the Miniſter had loſt his 
very ſuperior intellects, it was impoſſible for him not to fore- 
lee the conſequences that followed. He could not but fore- 
ſee, that when the order was given for the fleet to weigh an- 
chor, that jealouſy would remain among the ſailors, and 
therefore he was, to all intents and purpoſes, anſwerable for : 
the conſequences that enſued. | 
With reſpect to the notice of his honourable F ond: x 
hoped he would not purſue it this day, becauſe the Miniſter 
might complain of the want of candour in bringing ſuch a 
matter forward on a ſudden ; for that there could be no rea- 
ſon, but there was no neceſſ ity for giving him the pretext ; 
| 2 and 
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and the more opportunity that was given to him to prepare 
himſelf the better, and he hoped he would prepare a much 
better defence than any he had hitherto urged. He ought, 
however, to give to the Houſe ſome account of what he ex- 

pected to be the feeling of the failors when this meaſure 
ſhould paſs, in order that the Houſe might have ſome ſatis- 


faction in what they were doing. Be the claims of the ſailors 


what they may, what was now propoled to be granted to 
them was nothing more than Juſtice, At the ſame time that 
he ſaid this, he muſt not omit to ſtate diſtinctly his decided 
diſapprobation of the mode in which theſe demands were in- 
fiſted upon. It was unfair and inconſiſtent with the brave, 


gencrous, and open character of Britiſh ſeamen; nor had he 


a doubt but there had been a foul interference with them, 
and means of the baſeſt nature uſed to induce them to take 


the ſteps which they had taken. If men were oppreſſed, 
they ought to be relieved by their country. But however 


Juſt their complaints were, they ought to complain in a re- 
gular way. If there were among them, as he believed there 
were, that adviſed the failors to put their country into ſuch 
peril as it flood in at this moment, for the mere purpofe of 
baving their objects carried, Tuch men were the moſt baſe of 
traitors. He ſuſpected there were perſons of this deſcription, 
and the evil was of the moſt alarming kind, when the ene- 
my were actually preparing in the moit formidable manner 
againſt us. He thought, that liſtening to the ſuggeſtions of 
ſuch foes to this country would never have been the fault of 
the brave Britith ſeamen. The country were to look to the 
Miniſters for the great cauſe of all this; and we were now 
in a ſituation in which common meaſures would not do, 
and therefore he ſhould have to propoſe one of an uncommon _ 
kind. If he was told that by propoſing it, he encroached 

on Executive Government ; he ſhould anon that Execu- 
tive. Government had encr oached u pon the repreſcntative part 


already ſo much as to make his meaſure abſolutely neceſſary. 


He. thought that the ſailors had a diſtruſt in the promiſes 


of the Executive Government, and perhaps they might not 


have ſufficient faith in the pledge of that Houſe. They had 
evidently ſhewn they had no faith in thoſe who had ks 
negociated with them, if accoin's were true, as he was 
afraid they were, for it appeared by them that when the 
town was lulled, yeſterday, into a ſanguine hope that the 
_ diſturbances were over, and that the London had failed down 
to.St. Helen's, and that Admiral Wa was gone with 


0 her, 


her, the delegates went on ſhore to view the dead bodies of 
thoſe who fell in the ſcuffle. If this be true, as he feared it 
was, he would aſk, what was to be done with the fleet? 
What meaſure was to be taken? Had any been taken to pre- 
vent future miſchief? Any thing to prevent the moſt horrid 
of calamities ? He believed none. This was a ſignal inſtance, 
and a freſh one, of the deplorable incapacity of the preſent 
Miniſters in this critical conjuncture. By their criminal and 
murderous delay, had they brought on this dreadful evil. 
At their door all the blood that had been ſhed upon this occa- 
ſion ſhould be laid. And yet, after all this, the right honour- 
able Gentleman came to the Houſe, and aſked for confidence, 
as if nothing was the matter. He gave no anſwer to any 
queſtion put to him, but defired the Houſe to paſs the whole 
matter by in ſilence. He ſaid, he really did not wiſh to give 
way to his feelings, and therefore he ſhould endeavour to 
reſtrain himſelf, What would be che effect if the Houfe 
followed the exampR ſet before them by the Miniſter ? A 
ſullen ſilence was to be obſerved. What would the infer- 
ence be which the ſailors would draw from this? Why that 
the Parliament had paſſed this meaſure unwillingly, becauſe 
an advantage had been taken of it, and in which they were 
not ſincere, and which they would therefore abandon as ſoon 
as they had an opportunity of doing ſo. He hoped, therefore, 
that it would be expreſſed as the general ſentiments of the 
Houſe, that they did give and grant this as the real right 
of the Britiſh navy; but if it was given in that ſullen ſilent. 
manner which the Miniſter propoſed, it would not be giving 
to the ſailors, the ſecurity they deſire. It waz a curious 
thing to ſee the Miniſter, whoſe negligence brought on this 
evil, holding in his own hand the helm of the veſſel, which, 
by his piloting, had been ſteering among the rocks, tell the 
ſailors hold your tongues, let not a word be ſpoken; 1 
will bring you ſafe through all your dangers, and, as a proof 
that | will do fo, I am the perſon who brought you into 
them.” His own incapacity was the ground on which he 
called for future conhdence. He thought, therefore, that if 
the other Houle was ſitting, that the Houſe of Commons 
- ought to ſend it a meſſage to deſire their immediate concur- 
rence to the appointment of a Committee, conſiſting of a 
ſmall number of the members of each Houſe. - It could not 
be a queſtion on which any party feelings could operate; on 
this queſtion there could be but one feeling; he-ſhould there- 
fore propoſe that a joint Committee be appointed, to have 
| 1 „ e 
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power to ſend for perſons and papers, to fit from time to time, 
and to adjourn from place to place as occaſion might require, and 
there could be no difficulty as to the ſpot where they ought to be, 
and that they ſhould proceed without any adjournment above 
eight hours from time to time, and commence without delay. 
He felt that this was the cnly meaſure by which we could ex- 
tricate ourſelves from this horrid calamity. 

Mr. Mpitbread ſaid, that he had no difficulty on | his own 
account to bring his motion forward immediately after this 
meaſure was diſpoſed of, but on the ſuggeſtion of his honour- 
able Friend, he was content to poſtpone it until the next day. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the time in which 
the motion alluded to by the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt, was brought forward, was to himſelf perſonally a matter 
of indifference; ſo that it did not interfere with the progreſs of 
the buſineſs which was now before the Houſe. He was very 
little inclined to call for any intervention. But a queſtion had 
been ſtated by another honourable Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) 

which, if he underſtood it, was not only more important than 
any queſtion could be which related to himſelf, but more 
important even than that which was now before the Houle. 
He would not tell the Houſe, whether he intended to move it 
that night. He knew not what he was to underſtand by a mo- 
tion for a Joint Committee of the two Houſes of Parliament, 
except it was to ſupercede entirely all the functions of the Ex- | 
ecutive Government of this country. Thus a moment of 
alarm and apprehenſion was to be ſeized to carry a meaſure 
that would change the fundamental form of our Conſtitution. 
The honourable Gentleman had not told the Houſe when he 
would move it; when he did, he hoped he would explain what 
he meant by it; but it appeared to him to be nothing leſs than 
a Committee that was to ſupercede, not the power of thoſe 
who are at preſent his Majeſty's adviſers, but the whole func- 
tion of the Executive Government of this country, and to ſu- 
percede the functions even of Parliament, and the general Law 
of the Land. On ſuch a queſtion, what would be the deci- 
ſion of the Houſe, he would not ſuffer himſelf to doubt. He 
ſhould now move, That this meſſage be fent to the Lords, 
that their Lordſhips be deſired to ſit for ſome time longer.“ 
Mr. Fox ſaid he was glad his honourable Friend had poſt- 
| nailed his motion for the reaſons already aſſigned. He had no 
difficulty, however, in ſaying now that he ſhould ſupport that 
motion whenevek it was made. He confeſſed that it appeared 
to him to be extraordinary, that any Member of Executive 
Government ſhould talk as the right honourable TI 15 
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had done that night. He knew the duty and the functions of 
Executive Government. He knew that it ought, ordinarily 


ſpeaking, to be ſupported in its functions by the two Houſes of 
Parliament. But its Members had betrayed the truſt repoſed 
in them, either by their crimes or their incapacity. When he 


knew that they were ſo weak and inefficient that they had not 
the controul and command of the army and navy 


Mr. Baker called to order. He thought that nothing could 


be more out of order nor more dangerous than what he had juſt 
heard. To ſay that the Army was not under the controul of the 
Executive Government was inconſiſtent with the fact. What- 
ever was the ſtate of the Navy, about which there were doubts 
as to the accounts, the Army was hitherto obedient ; he did 
not know what ſuch language as this might excite in the 
Army; for his part he thought what he had juſt heard diſ- 
orderly, as well as dangerous, and upon that account he called 


to order. | | 


Mr. Fox—He ſtated Executive Government as being defi- 


cient in their power over the Army and Navy, by which he 


did not mean to ſay that they had not controul over the Army 
alone, but they had not the controul and command over both _ 
Army and Navy. Now then he would ſay that they have the 


controul and command of the Navy; and then he would ſay 
that the Houſe of Commons mult be infane if it did not inter- 


poſe to ſupply the weakneſs of ſuch an Executive Government. 
He was not deterred from the performance of his duty upon a 
ſuggeſtion that chey were to preſerve the rules of order in their 
debates. They were to take care of the public ſafety con- 
ſiſtently with forms no-doubt, provided forms did not interfere 
with the ſubſtance, but to take care of the public ſafety at all 
events; that could not be taken care of unleſs the Houſe of 


Commons controuled the preſent Executive Government, 
The Miniſter ſaid, that the motion of which his honourable 


Friend had given notice, would ſupercede the Executive Go- 
vernment. He would anſwer, that if that Executive Govern- 


ment, exerciſing all the functions and prorogatives which have 


hitherto belonged to it, are found inadequate to its duty ; if 
Miniſters had betrayed their truſt, or had given proofs of their 
incapacity to perform their office with ſafety to the ſtate, it was 
the duty of the Houſe of Commons to ſupply the deficiency. If 
they were Miniſters of a character the reverſe of what they are, 
the Houſe bught to interfere in the preſent critical ſituation of - 
affairs. The preſent Miniſters were not fit to remain in power 
in any view of the ſubject, for it was manifeft that they had 


, ho authority over the Navy. Something, therefore, muſt 
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immediately be done, and he knew of no better meaſure than 


that which was propoſed by his honourable Friend. The right 


honourable Gentleman ſeemed to be alarmed, becauſe it was 
_ propoſed that the Committee ſhould have power to go to the 


ſpot where the great complaint is; now he ſhould have no dif- 


ficulty in aſſenting to the giving to them that, and much more 
power, and even o che paſſing an act of Parliament for that 


purpoſe. If there was a doubt about the beſt mode that could 
be adopted in this critical time, there was none about the worſt ; 

the worſt was to continue the preſent Miniſters, and to con- 
hde in them; Miniſters whoſe incapacity had brought on our 
preſent evils; Miniſters who had run the riſk of rut ning the 


nation at a ſingle blow ; who had deceived the Houſe of Com- 
mons ; who had deceived the public; woo had even deceived 
themſelves upon every ſubject, upon every occaſion that had 
been preſented to them ; to be partial to ſuch men (partial in- 


_ deed!) who had betrayed us in our only Boe was inſanity 
welt. 


The queſtion being put, 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had given notice that he ſhould move 


for a Committee. The Miniſter had choſen to miſunderſtand 
his meaning, Tor he had ſaid that he ſhould propoſe that they 


ſhould have power to ſend for perſons and papers, and to ad- 


journ from time to time, and from place to place, and to go to 


the ſpot. Did the Miniſter mean to ſay that it would be im- 


proper for ſuch a Committee to correſpond with the ſailors? 
Had not Executive Government correſponded with them al- 


ready? Were not the ſailors, to ſay no worle, in a'ſtate of in- 
ſubordination at this moment ? Would he ſay there was danger 


in inquiring into our ſituation ? He knew not what the Mi- 
niſter would ſay; he regretted to learn that the Miniſter was 


to oppoſe his motion, but he ſhould at all events make it. 
Mr. Baker ſaid, that when he called to order he regretted 


that the words complained of had not been taken down. Two 
propoſitions had been ated ; both of them, in his opinion, ex- 


traordinary, perhaps neceſſary. He gave no opinion upon 
either. The Gentlemen who brought them forward wauld, 


be had no doubt, abandon them for the prefent, The preſent 

tuation of the country required that the Houſe ſhould proceed 
with great energy, but he thought that judgment was better 
than warmth for that purpoſe. He regretted exceedingly the 


warmth to which he had been witneſs that day, He thought 
that the Houſe ought not to believe too haſtily every thing that 
was ſaid of . of the fleet. He had ſeen letters 
which gave accounts of tHat matter Yor different from ſome 


reports 
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reports that were in circulation. He conceived there was no 
evidence to ſatisfy the Houſe of the expediency of very extra- 
ordinary meaſures, ſuch as had been propoſec. . 

The queſtion was then put for a meſſage to the Lords to 
deſire them to continue fitting for ſome time, upou the ſug- 
geſtion of he Speaker, aud palled. tl. 

Mr. Sheridan, in reply to what had fallen from Mr. Baker 
with reſpect to his begging the queſtion, ſaid, that the autho- 
rity he had gone upon was the ſtatement of the Miniſter, who 
acknowledged that the recent mutiny in the fleet was occaſioned 
by the delay already mentioned, 5 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer wiſhed the Houſe might 
recollect his ſtatement, which, ſo far from being what the ho- 
nourable Gentleman aſſerted, was, that he felt great reaſon to 
regret not having adopted ſpeedier meaſures, if the delay was 
the cauſe of the recent events in the fleet, He ſhould then of- 
fer to the Houſe the bill in queſtion, After having brought up 
the order of Counſel relative to the ſeamen, he moved that it 
be an inſtruction to the Gentlemen appointed to prepare and 
bring in the bill, that they ſhould make proviſion in it for al- 
lowing the full amount of wages to all petty officers and ſea- 
men who ſhould be wounded in any engagement, which wages 
were to be continued to them until they thould either be cured 
of their wounds, or provided for in another manner. This 

motion was put and carried,  __ Baan 3 
_ Mr. Pybus returned from the Lords, and reported that their 
Lordſhips had complied with the requeſt of that Houſe, and 
would fit for a longer time. = ON 


THAI 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then brought up the bill for 
granting greater pay and allowance to ſeamen ſerving in his 
Majeſty's navy, which was read a firſt time, and immediately. 
after went through all its ſeveral ſtages; and having paſſæd the 
Houſe, was ſent up to the Lords for their concurrence. In 
about an hour after a Meſſage came down from the Lords in- 
forming the Houſe that their Lordſhips bad agreed to the bill 
without any amendment, together with ſeveral other bills. 
and in ſome time after another meſſage came, requiring the at- 
tendance of the Houſe in the Houſe of Lords, to hear the Royal 

aſſent given to the ſame by commiſſon. Upon the return of 
the Speaker the Houſe was informed of the bill being paſſed 


into a law, and immediately after adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 5 
ä WkEDNESs DAY, May 10.1 5 
The Duke of Gordon was ſworn and took his ſeat, 


Vox. III. 3799. . The 
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The farther proceedings relative to the ſubject of the Earl of 


| Lauderdale's petition were fixed for Tueſday next. 


© The various bills upon the table were forwarded in their 
reſpective ſtages, Among theſe was /Macauley's Divorce bill, 


which went through a Committee of the whole Houſe, and : 


was ordered to be reported the next day. 
Six private bills were brought up from the Houle of Com: 
mons, and read a firſt time, —Adjourned till next day, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 Wepnesbay, May 10. 
Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the Genmwitter ap- 


pointed to try the merits of the election for the borough of | 


Malmeſbury, by the deciſion of which the fitting Member is 
declared to be duly elected, and the petition againſt the elec- 
tion to be neither frivolous nor vexatious. 
The Scotch Note bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 
The Debtors Relief bill was read a ſecond time, and, com- 
mitted for the next day. _ | 
The Houle, in a Committee of Ways and Means, came to ſe- 


yeral reſolutions, which, were ordered to be reported the next day, 


MU TIN V ON BOARD THE FLEET. 


Mr. Yorke finding the Houſe now to be pretty full, and the 
uſual hour of beginning public buſineſs approaching, roſe for 


the purpoſe of conjuring the honourable Gentleman oppoſite 
to him to poſtpone the diſcuſſion of the tranſaQtions which had 


lately taken place on board the fleet. The motion of which an 


honourable Gentleman (Mr. W hitbread) had given notice the 
preceding day, could lofe nothing of its weight by being delay- 
ed for ſome time, and the country had already ſuffered ſo much 
from untimely diſcuſſion, that he thought the Houſe would 
be extremely cautions how they entertained a debate upon to- 


pics ſo delicate in their nature and critical in their conſequencs. 


The country he pronounced to be in danger, and he called 


upon the Hauſe to endeavour to ſave it. In the preſent criti- 


cal moment, therefore, he again conjured the honourable 


Gentleman (Mr. Whitbread) to put off his motion till a future 


day, ſince by bringing it on he could do no good, and might | 
do much harm. | 


Mr. Ahitbrcad ſaid, in cioportion as the criſis i is awful be- 


yond exampie, and the calamities with which the country is 
threatened are alarming to an unheard-of extent, it is impoſ- 


| ble for me not to feel on the preſent occaſion an uncommon 


degree of pain and eee Beſore the ſolemn appeal 
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and adjuration which the honourable Gentleman, for whom 
perſonally 1 have a great reſpect, addreſſed to this {ide of the 
Houle, and in particular to me, I experienced theſe ſenſations, 
and they muſt now be conſiderably increaſed when I find it 
impoſſible, conſiſtently with the duty 1 owe to my country, 
85 to proceed ih bringing on the motion of Which have given 
notice, in deference to him or any claſs of men with whom 1 
may differ in opinion, It is delay and procraſtination which 
has brought us into the dreadful and calamitous fituation in 
which we are now unfortunately placed, and there is nothing 
which I regret more than not having moved a vote of cenſure 
upon the Minifter on that day on which the eſtimates were 
taken into conſideration, for his extreme and culpable negli- 
gence in not having carried the meaſures propoſed into effect 
with greater celerity. I regret, I ſay, that on that day a vote 
of cenſure was not paſſed upon his conduct, which might have 
accompanied the other vote to Portſmouth, for the purpoſe of 
convincing the ſeamen that the Houſe of Commons had not 
been a party in that delay to which all the ſubſequent calami- 
ties are to be attributed. That they have ariſen ſolely from 
that cauſe is a propoſition which I think J ſhall be able to ſub- 
ſtantiate from authentic documents, and if J am able to make 
good this propoſition, if the Houſe of Commons do not paſs a 
vote of cenſure upon the author of that delay, we ſhall as 
groſsly neglect our duty as he has neglected his. I know there 
are thoſe, perhaps a majority of this Houſe, who differ with 
me reſpecting the origin of the recent inſubordination of the 
fleet, and who will be ready to attribute any future miſchief 
which may enſue, which God avert ! to the diſcuſſion which 
Lam now bringing before the Houſe ; but however high I may 
With to ſtand in theſe Gentlemens' opinions, I have a ſtill 
ſtronger deſire to ſtand high in my own. From what my duty, 
therefore, calls me to encounter, I ſhall not be deterred by the 
fear of any animadverſion which may be piſſed upon my conduct. 
Having ſaid this much by way of preface and apology, 1 
procced to a ſummary inveſtigation of the ground of debate, 
in which I think I ſhall have no difficulty in being able to 
prove, to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe. that the firſt Miniſter 
of the Country has been highly criminal in ſuffering the 
delay which took place between the conceſſions which were 
made by the Lords of the Admiralty to the ſeamen, and the 
_ ratification of theſe conceſſions by Parliament; and in this 
view of the ſubje& the Houſe will naturally perceive that 
the motion which I have. to propoſe to at is nothing leſs 
2 155 n 
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thana dire& cenſure upon that right honourable Gentleman. 


It I am aſked, upon what grounds I aſcribe the miſchiefs 
which have ariſen from this delay! I refer the Houſe to the 
ſpeech of the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt); in which, 


unſatis factory as it was, he admitted that the delay had been 
an unfortunate circumſtance, and that, had he foreſeen the 
events which have happened, he might have acted with 
greater diſpatch and expedition, Was it not an expreſs 


article of the compact formed between the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty and the ſeamen that the conditions upon which 
they ſtipulated were to be ratified by Parliament ? Was it 
not promiſed by the Lords of the Admiralty, that they ſhould 
recommend the conceilions which they had made, as far as 
they had power to make them, to Parliament for its ſanc- 
tion ? In conſequence of the ſtipulation, and this promiſe, 
what were the ſeamen naturally led to expect? certainly 


that an immediate meſſage would be ſent by his Majeſty to 
his two Houſes of Parliament, recommending the ſubject 
to their conſideration, But was any meſſage ſent? No. 
nor has there been one to this day. This would have been 
the natural mode, one would have thought, that Miniſters | 
would have adopted to carry the meaſures for which they 
' were pledged into effect. But let us ſee how they actually did 
proceed. From the public papers, which of courſe are au- 
thentic, I find that the ratification of the articles of their 


ſtipulation with the Lords of the Admiralty by Parliament 


Was required by the ſeamen before they were ordered to go 
to ſea. This ſtipulation was concluded on the 23d of April. 


On the 26th it was laid before the Privy Council, and was 
not ratified by his Majeſty till the 3d of May. And not 


even then a meſſage was brought down to Parliament, the 


eſtimate being delayed to be laid before them till Thurſday 
laſt. It was not indeed laid before them even then, but 


there being no Houſe on Thurſday, he gave him credit for 
having them ready on that day, if the Houſe had tranſacted 


buſineſs. If this then was the caſe, was it not the leaſt 


thing which that Miniſter could do, that Miniſter who by 
his unaccountable and criminal negligence had brought thoſe 
numerous and aggravated calamities upon the country 


which every man ſo much deplored, and which might be at- 


tended with confequences ſtill more fatal than any one was 
aware ; ought he not to acknowledge his error, and to be 

pardon of the Houſe and country; and ought not the Houſe 
of Commons, whoſe buſineſs it was to watch over the con- 
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duct of Miniſters, and to provide for the ſafety of the Em- 
pire, to impoſe a cenſure upon him, who by his groſs in- 
capacity had brought the ſtate into this ſtrange and unprece- 
dented dilemma? The honourable Genileman pleaded in 
his excuſe, that it required ſome time to make out the eſti- 
mates. But did it require all the time which elapſed from 
the 23d of April to the 4th of May, to make out theſe eſti- 
mates? If the honourable Gentleman were one of thole 
ſcrupulous plodding ſtateſmen who never deviated from the 
rules of office, or the forms of the conſtitution, ſuch an ex- 
cuſe might be entertained ; but for the honourable Gentle- 
man, for him who trampled upon all forms, ſet aſide eſta- 
bliſhed cuſtoms, and infringed every rule both of official 
and conſtitutional uſage ; for him to ſet up ſuch an excuſe 
is contemptible in the extreme. The Houſe cannot have 
forgotten the diſpatch exerciſed by the honourable Gentle- 
man in carrying through meaſures when their object was to 
| infringe upon the liberties of the people. If they have, 
allow me to remind them of the celerity with which the bill 
for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act paſſed through 
the Houſe on an occaſion when he had conjured up an idle 
alarm for the purpoſe of depriving the people of their free- 
dom ; but when a mutiny is on board the fleet, when our laſt 
reſource is at ſtake, and every thing moſt valuable to the 
country in danger, the routine of office - muſt be obſerved, 
and delay mult be perſiſted in till we are brought upon the 
verge of immediate deſtruction, without one ſtep being taken 
to prevent the impending blow. I have ſtated that the 
ſeamen ſtipulated for a Parliamentary ratification of the con- 
cefſions maſte to them by the Lords of the Admiralty ; this 
_ ratification being delayed, and miſchief enſuing, I am en- 
tittled to. preſume that the miſchief was the conſequence of 
the delay. | know that it has been attributed to a different 
cauſe; that it is ſaid to have ariſen from miſrepreſentation 
of what paſſed in another place (the Houſe of Peers); but 
even ſuppoſing that this was the real and the ſole cauſe of 
the calamities by which we have been afflicted, would not 
that miſrepreſentation have been prevented by an earlier 
communication, upon the ſubje& to Parliament. This ac- 
account of the matter is only varying the light in which it 
is viewed; the ſource of the evil remains the ſame. I am 
happy to be informed by the news of this day, that in con- 
ſequence of intelligence reaching Portſmouth of the vote 
which has been paſſed by this Houſe, matters immediately 


allumed 
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aſſumed a more favourable aſpect, and that, though the in- 
telligence was prevented by the unfavourable ſtate of the 
weather, from being known through the whole of the fleet, 
the crews of thoſe ſhips who were made acquainted with it 
immediately returned to their duty. If it required any ad- 
_ ditional proof, this is another circumſtance which I am en- 
titled to ciaim in aid of my poſition, that the whole of the 
miſchief has proceeded from the delay of his Majeſty's Mi- 
Niſters in carrying their promiſes into execution. For, if 
the effect produced by the reſolution of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, is to reſtore tranquillity, what could be the caufe of 
the mutiny, but the diſappointment ariſing from that reſolu- 
tion not being paſſed at an earlier period? Indeed, the proofs 
are ſo clear, and the circumſtances which I have enumerated, 
ſo concluſive, that I find it quite unneceſſary to add any 
thing further upon the ſubject. An enquiry into the origin 
and whole courſe of the tranſactions mult be inſtituted at a 
future period, and I truſt, that if it ſhall be found that any 
part of them were owing to the miſconduct of any member 
or members of the preſent Adminiſtration, that they will be 
brought to that condign puniſhment which they ſo juſtly 
_ deſerve. I may, perhaps, be taxed with warinth, and it 
ö may be that I have been excited to a greater degree of heat 
„ than was becoming in one preferring an accuſation, but I 
cannot help feeling ſome degree of indignation, when I find, 
to all the other inſtances of wretched incapacity, of waſteful 
profuſion, and of a dereliction of every honourable and 
worthy principle, by which their adminiſtration has been 
marked, they have added this new calamity of magnitude un- 
aſcertained, and conſequences incalculable. I ſhall con- 
clude with moving the following reſolution :S - : 
„ That the right honourable William Pitt, in having fo long delayed to preſent 
the eſtimate of the ſum neceſſary for defraying the expences of an incre ſe of pay, 
and alſo of the propoſed iſſue of a full allowance of proviſions to the ſcamen and 
marines of his Majeſty's Navy, has been guilty of a groſs breach of duty, and de- 
ſerves the cenſure of this Houſe. ? > | 
Mr. Fox ſeconded the motion. % ͤũ ò]ðĩ | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he ſelt ſome degree 
of difficulty in taking notice of the honourable Gentleman's 
motion. He did not, for his part, deſire that any degree of 
blame might be transferred from him to any other perſon, 
if blame was at all imputable ; but he thought it neceſſary 
to ſtate to the Houſe, that it had been no part of his official 
duty either to preſent any eſtimates to the Houſe at all, to 
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prepare any eſtimates, or to give directions for them to be 
made out. There was, no part of all the financial depart- 
ments in which the honourable Gentleman could ſucceed ſo 
little in any charge he might bring forward againſt him, as 


in the motion he had juſt made; nor any one of them which 


could ſo little apply to him. The whole of the eſtimate was 
directed to be made out by the order of Council, and to be 
preſented to the Houſe. The ſeveral ſtages through which 


this buſineſs muſt have gone, took up conſiderable time. 
For theſe reaſons he was afraid that there was an inaccuracy: 


in the honourable Gentleman's motion, as particularly ap- 
plied to him; but at the ſame time he wiſhed it to be un- 
derſtood, that on the general queition, as far as related to 


the country at large, he laid no elaim to any excuſe in con- 
ſequence of his having had no ſhare in thoſe tranſactions 
which he ſtated. As to the facts connected with the preſent 


queſtion, he, on a former day, had ſtated to the Houſe all 


that appeared to him to be material; and the queſtion before 


the Houſe was, whether there were grounds to believe that 


| 1 Sovernment ought to have been poſſeſſed of the opinion, that 


unleſs they had uſed conſiderable diſpatch, thoſe conſequences 


which ſince had happened would have been produced? And, 
in ſuch a ſtate of the queſtion, he would aſk, whether there 


were ſufficient grounds to induce the Houſe to paſs a vote of 
cenſure againſt him for not thinking that the delay would 


have cauſed thoſe effects? The real ſtate of the fact was this: 


On the 24th, and not on the 23d of April, accounts arrived 
in town that the ſeamen of the fleet had all returned to their 


duty. On the 26th, a memorial was preſented to his Ma- 
jeſty in Council, which was referred to a Committee, whoſe 


report on the ſame was approved of by the Council on the 
next day, it being that day when the Council ordinarily 


met. On Thurſday laſt he had given notice to the Houſe 
that the eſtimate would be preſented on the following day, 
which was, prevented from being done until Monday. At 
the time then when the eſtimate was (preſented, and at all 
the periods of intermediate explanation, there was inCcon- 


teſtible evidence of its having been the uniform intention of 


his Majeſty's Miniſters to complete the engagements that had 
been made to the ſeamen. of the fleet; nor was there the 
{lighteſt ground for ſuppoling that there was any inſincerity 


on their part. He would further add, that none of the un- 


happy circumſtances alluded to had taken place at the time 


that Miniſters had ſo manifeſted their inſtructions. [A cry 
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of © Hear.” It had been argued, that delay alone was the 
cauſe of thefe events; but he thought it would be fair to 
obſerve, that they muſt have been alſo in a great degree pro- 
duced by the milrepreſentations of diſcuſſions that had taken 
place in another Houſe, which it was not conſiſtent with the 
orders of Parliament for him to name. If thoſe diſcuſſions 
had not been provoked in that place by perſons who gene- 


rally oppoſed his Majeſty's government, there wouls: have 


been no miſrepreſentations of the tendency of thoſe declara- 


tions which had been made by perſons high in office: there 
would have remained no doubt but that at the moment, and 


at the very hour when thoſe diſcuſſions took place in another 
Houſe, the final Order in Council would have been referred 
to a Committee of the Houſe of Commons, and an eſtimate 
made out, without any relation whatever to the cauſes which 


had produced the late events. But, unfortunately, an acci- 


dent had prevented that from tak ing place on the Thurſday 
already alluded to; and at the ſame time, an induſtrious and 


ſtudied miſrgpreſentation had gone abroad. As to the ſince- 


rity of the intention of his Majeſty's Government, he could 
ſcarcely condeſcend to make a reply to thoſe who ſhould ex- 
preſs. a doubt about it. The greateſt enemies of Govern- 
ment could-not for a moment ſuppoſe that any voluntary de- 
lay had taken place on the part of Miniſters. Muſt not their 
own-intereſt, as well as their duty, oblige them to be as ex- 
peditious-as poſſible i in carrying into effect the demands of the 


ſeamen? From the firſt moment that intelligence had been 


received of the tranſactions on board the fleet, and that the 


Board of Admiralty had recommended it to his Majeſty to 


adopt regulations on the ſubject, Government was all. along 


carefully and earnettly employed in the means of carrying 


them into execution. With regard to the preſent fituation 
of the fleet, as far as the lateſt intelligence he had received 


would permit him to judge, he could ſay, that he entertain- 
ed the greateſt hopes of the ſeamen having a diſpoſition to 


return to'their duty, in conſequence of the effects already 


produced by the ſignification to them of the proceedings that 
had taken place in that Houſe. But, from the ſhortneſs of 
time, and the difficulty of communication to the different 
ſhips, owing to the badneſs of the weather, he had not the 
means of obtaining the fulleſt information on the ſubject, and 
therefore he could not ſtate the grounds of his expectations 
with that degree of confidence which he could with. He 
bad, however, ſufficient ground for hope, and a ſtrong dawn 


thereof, 
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thereof, that tranquillity and order was effectually reſtored. 
Upon the whole, he truſted, there was ſufficient reaſon to 
induce the Houſe to avoid any diſcuſſions on the preſent ſub- 
ject, in which the deareſt intereſts of the public were in- 
volyed ; and that they would be convinced that Miniſters 
had done every thing in their power on the occaſion in 
Aueſtie g.. Foc: 3 VVV 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid, that, in conſequence of an objection 
having been made to the form of his motion, he would beg 
leave to amend it, and, inſtead of “ the right honourable 
William Pitt,” he would inſert his Majeſty's Miniſters.” _ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer hoped the Houſe would 
not ſuppoſe that he had wiſhed to wave any thing that might 
be perſonal againſt himſelf. His objection to the motion 
only went to its irregularity. Burt he would aſk, whether it 
could be more regular to ſtate in a lump his Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters? As to any thing that affected himſelf, he was perfectly 
indifferent. N 1 „ 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid, he certainly did direct his cenſure 
againſt the right honourable Gentleman alone, and would 
therefore point his accuſation againſt him 


The Spater ſuggeſted the propriety of the right honour-' 
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Ft CN 
r 


able Gentleman's withdrawing himſelf from the Houſe 
while the motion was read from the chair. 
Upon which Mr. Pitt immediately left the Houſe. . 
Mr. Fax propoſed to add to the motion, the words“ or 

cauſing to be preſented,” —which were adopted. And then 
the amended motion was read from the chair as follows, 


% That his Majeſty's Miniſters having ſo long delayed. preſenting, or cauſing to 
be preſented to this Houſe an eſtimate of the ſum neceſſary to defray the expence 
for the increaſe of pay. of ſeamen and marines of his Majeſty's fleet, and for the 
propoſed iſſue of full allowance of proviſions, have been guilty of a grofs negle& of 
their duty, and deſerve the cenſure of this Houſe,”* ORE | | 


After this Mr. Pitt returned to the Houſe. EN 
Mr. Roſe, junior, ſaid, that in the few obſervations he 
had to offer to the Houſe on the riiotion propoſed by the ho- 
nourable Gentleman, he was free to decfare, that he A 
biaſſed by no view whatever to ſcreen a man, or any ſet of 
men, from that juſt cenſure, which, upon mature inveſti- 
gation, they might be found to deſerve. He could not, 
however, too earneſtly deprecate all haſty and intemperate 
diſcuſſion ; and it appeared evident to him, that if the mo- 
tion was deferred to ſotne future 6pportunity, u mige then 
Vol. III. 1797. MM %; ;ũ ꝶ 
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be brought forward before the Houſe with more weight and 
importance, as it would, by that delay, be freed from the paſ- 
fion and warmth which, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, 
might be introduced during the confideration of it. A deciſion 
ariſing from temperance and coolneſs would, in his opinion, 
produce the greateſt benefit; while a contrary conduct might 
lead the country to entertain an idea, that Gentlemen only 
wiſhed for objects of mutual crimination and reproach, If, 


therefore, the honourable Gentleman agreed to defer his mo- 
tion for ten days or a fortnight, it would unqueſtionably come 


before the Houſe in a more conciliating and ſatisfactory man- 
ner. For he might in that caſe ſay, I have forborne diſcuſ- 


, fjon at the moment of haſte and intemperance, and now I 


% invoke the Houſe to decide on the criminality of the Miniſ- 
ter, in a cool and diſpaſſiouate manner.” Could Gentlemen for 
a moment ſuppoſe, that the exaſperation which would naturally 
ariſe from the premature diſcuſſion of the queſtion, would en- 
ble them to obtain a greater vigour in the purſuit of their ob- 
Jet ? He ſhould alſo beg to obſerve, that if he were even per- 
ſuaded of the criminality ſtated in the motion, he could not, 
though on that ground, impreſs too forcibly on the honourable 
Gentleman the neceſſity of poſtponing the conſideration of the 
ſubjet. He thought it not inapplicable to remind the Houſe 


of the conduct of the Romans after the battle of Cannæ, who, 
inſtead of expreſſing their deſpair at ſo melancholy a reverſe of - 
fortune, unanimouſly concurred in thanking their Conſul, Te- 


rentius Varro, for not deſpairing of the ſafety of the Republic, 
The conduct of the Carthaginians would have been very dif- 


fererent, and, inſtead of giving vigour to the public ſpirit, they 
would. have puniſhed their unfortunate General in the ſevereſt 


manner, and have exclaimed, | | $ 

Cy : Nihil ſupplicii recufandum foret,” 

He wiſhed the Houſe to pauſe before they entertained a mo- 
tion of this nature, under the preſent circumſtances of the 
country. He did not preſume to blame Gentlemen for their 
warmth, but he ſuggeſted to them the propriety of governing 
their temper. . He had nothing further to ſay, except that he 
truſted that ſome man of experience and abilities would come 
forward and move that the preſent queſtion be deferred. 
Mr. Martin ſaid, there were many Gentlemen in the Houſe 
who would bear teſtimony for him, that he had no party mo- 
tives to bias his judgment. He believed alſo that he was not 


ſuſpected of being partial to Minifters. But whatever he might 
think of them in general, he did not ſee how he could aſſent 
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to the preſent motion. I here was no man in that Houſe or 


out of it who lamented what had happened with reſpect to the 


Fleet more than he did; but he did not fee any reaſon why 
Miniſters ſhould be cenſured by that Houſe on this occaſion. 
They might have acted wrongly, but there was no evidence of 
their having done ſo intentionally, and therefore he could not 
vote for a cenſure on them. It was their intereſt to have aCted 
rightly, and he truſted they intended to do fo. Theſe were 
ſtrong reaſons with him in forming his opinion upon this ſub- 
ject. It was, however, liable to alteration, if he ſaw any rea- 
ſon for altering it. The Miniſter was reminded of the danger 


which had fince appeared to have been carried into action. He 
was aſked by Gentlemen on that fide of the Houſe when he in- 


tended to bring the matter forward, but he did not recollect 
that any gentleman ſuggeſted to him there would be any very 
imminent danger from delay. Theſe were his reaſons for be- 
ing at preſent of opinion that he ought not to vote for the pre- 


ſent motion. It was an opinion which had nothing to do witl. 


party prejudices. He truſted he ſhould never act ſo as to de- 
ſerve to be accuſed of having a party ſpirit 
Sir William Geary ſaid, he perfectly agreed in the ſentiments . 
expreſſed by both the honourable Gentlemen who had ſpoken 
laſt in the debate. He oppoſed the motion directly, on the 
principle, that it ought to have been brought forward on clear 
and ſpecific grounds of criminality. In another point of view, 


it was highly objectionable, as the object of it was directed againſt 
a right honourable Gentleman, though, according to the ad- 
miſſion of the honourable Mover himtelf, it might equally ap- 
ply to any other of his Majeſty's Miniſters. He therefore par- 


ticularly wiſhed that the honourable Gentleman would conſent 
to poſtpone it. He concluded by obſerving, that as to the rati- 


_ fication of Parliament having been infiſted on as one of the ex- 


preſs conditions between the Lords of the Admiraity and the 
Seamen, he poſitively denied that ſtatement to be founded in fact; 
for it could not be conteſted, that the fleet had dropped down 


to St. Helen's for the purpoſe of proceeding to ſea, though no 


ſuch ratification had taken place. _ I 7 | Re. 

Mr. York confeſſed that, much as he had defired that the 
preſent ſubject ſhould be poſtponed, yet, now that he had heard 
it and the arguments which had been urged in its ſupport, he 


ſaw no reaſon for poſtponing the deciſion upon it. The mo- | 


tion, after having undergone ſa many amendments, that he 


could not enumerate them, but which would appear on the 


Journals, was a deciſive proof, that the mind of the honourable 
Gentleman himſelf was not convinced upon the ſubject. He 
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was rather, on the contrary, convinced of the fallacy of the 
charge, or he could not have had ſo much difficulty in 
naming it. Gentlemen on the other ſide would have done 
well to have conſidered a little more of their ſubje& before 
they brought it forward. The honourable Gentleman had 
not given any proof that ought to induce the Houſe to agree 
to his motion. They aid blame on Miniſters from the event 
that had happened. Was that a candid mode of proceeding ? 
That event might have happened from a combination of cir- 
cumſtances ; and could any man fairly ſay that the conduct 
of Miniſters was the cauſe of it? He looked upon it as an 
event which was produced by a number of circumſtances put 
together, and that there was no evidence; before the Houſe 
that the conduct of Miniſters produced it. He lamented 
the warmth of a right honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox) who 
had ſpoken upon this matter on a former occaſion, in a 
manner that he ſhould never forget. Even that right hon. 
Gentleman ſaid-nothing at firſt of the neceſſity of an act of 
Parliament, nor did he expreſs any apprehenſion of a freſh 
mutiny; there was no appearance of it; ſo far from that, 
when his Majeſty's gracious pardon went down on the 28th 
of April, the fleet under the command of Lord Bridport, 
wanted to fail, and if the wind had been caſterly, they would 
at this moment have been blocking up the harbour of Breſt. 
[3 The accidents of miſrepreſentation had produced dangerous 
i 1 | and alarming conſequences, but from all that had happened, 
ws there was no evidence of any criminality in Miniſters. 
1 Mr. Fox ſpoke to the following effect: 
| + I never in my life was more convinced of the propriety of 
1 a motion than TI am of that which is now before you, and 
of the expediency of paſſing it now I am as well convinced. 
I be cenſure of the learned Gentleman who ſpoke laſt 
ol againſt the motion of my honourable friend is molt curious. 


4 
— 2 


I thought he was ſcholar enough to know, that in com- | 1 
mon ſtructure of grammar, the ſingular and plural number 
mult be differently expreſſed, and that is the cauſe of the | Bs 
| variety of alterations which he ſays have been introduced | RN 


into the motion, it being at firſt a motion againſt one indivi- 
dual, viz. the Miniſter, and afterwards altered by taking in 

his Majeſty" s Miniſters, who are a number of individuals, 
and this is all the field on which the learned Gentleman 
1 made his ingenious obſervations as to what will appear upon 
your Journals. The Chancellor cf the Exchequer was the 
Feen Who o appeared to my honourable friend to be chiefly 


gviley 


a _" - 


<a ed 9 * 
— -- 
8 * 


—— Wenn 
7 


— — 
————— 


— 


r 


= . + 
I — — — 


— — — 


May 10. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 85 
guilty, and therefore, the motion was made againſt him, 
but upon conſideration that there were no documents to 
prove that the guilt attached excluſively to him, the motion 
was amended, and the cenſure is propoſed to be voted againſt 
his Majeſty's Miniſters at large as being concerned in the 
delay of which my honourable friend complains, and in which 
1 join him, as having been the cauſe of the diſaſters which 
have happened to the fleet. With regard to the propriety 
of this, I wiſh thoſe who oppoſe it would ſtate as ſpecifically 
the miſchief which it will do: hitherto they have only talk- 
ed of that miſchief in general terms. I ſay generally alſo, 
that public diſcuſſion is the beſt ſecurity for public welfare, 
and the beſt ſecurity for the ſafety of every good Govern- 
ment. "That energy which is to be had from ſecrecy which 
ſome perſons are ſo fond of, ſtands upon the authority of 
but a few, and they have neither been the wiſeſt nor the 
beſt, but they are thoſe who, from age to age,, have endea- 
voured to enſlave mankind, and they have been controverted 
by the wiſeſt and the belt in all ages, as appears by the beſt 
hiſtories of this world. I ſay this generally. But to come 
to the immediate ſubject which is now before us, and to 
apply thoſe general principles to the facts that have y e 
ed. When this mutiny firſt broke out, was the ſubject 
debated in this Houſe ? No. It was paſſed by in filence, 
and thoſe Gentlemen who are ſo enamoured with ſecrecy 
had the complete advantage of it, as much ſo as could have 
been deſired by any favourite abſolute Government; for how- 
ever I may deplore, and however every man in this country may 
deplore what has happened, and may have withed that better 
meaſures had been adopted for the ſafety of the nation, yet 
{till it muſt be allowed that Miniſters have had all the ad- 
vantages of the ſecrecy for which they are ſuch advocates : 
as far as regard our proceedings. But there are now 
exhibited charges againſt me. I am now accuſed for not 
having at firſt ſtated the danger of what has lately happened: 
that I did not at firſt ſtate the danger of the delay, of which 
I now complain: now that the money is actually voted, it 
is ſtrange that I ſhould complain of the danger. I beg the 
| Houſe to conſider this charge. Had I at firſt ſtated that I 
apprehended that would happen which has actually happened, 
I aſkthis Houſe whether Gentlemen on the other ſide would 
not have ſaid they believed, and would deſire this Houſe and 
the public to believe, that that very prediction of mine had 
a conſiderable ſhare in cauſing the event; that the variety 
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of ſtatements of dangers in this Houſe contributed to bring 
about the evil? Mark the impregnable defence of the Mi- 
niſter. Here if you ſtate your opinion of the neceſſity of ex- 
peditious meaſures, and ſtate the danger of delay, you are 
ſaid by your ſtatement to cauſe the miſchief which might 
have been avoided if you had remained ſilent. But having 
remained ſilent you are told that you have no right to com- 
plain in conſequence of what has happened, for that you 
yourſelf did not foreſee it, becauſe you did not tell the Mi- 
niſter any thing of your apprehention of danger. If you do 
{tate your apprehenſion you are the author of the miſchief. 
If you do not, it muſt be taken for granted you yourſelf 
had no apprehenſion of the danger. Let us now apply to 
the facts. The news of the diſcontents in the fleet arrived 
in London on the Monday morning. I happened to arrive 
in the afternoon of the ſame day. Uninformed as I then 
wa, I thought that we ſhould have before us the tranſac- 
tions with all poflible ſpeed; in anſwer to a queſtion, I 
was told that a communication would be made with all poſ- 
ſible ſpeed. Should not I be a caviller to have ſaid more at 
that time? In a few days I did ſtate that it appeared to me 
to be important that ſome meaſure ſhould be ſpeedily taken. 
The whole of the queſtion divides itſelf into two parts, 
firſt, Whether there was any cauſe for any extraordinary 
expedition in providing a remedy for the evil? for, if there 
was not, [| admit that the whole of my honourable friend's 
motion falls at once. Miniſters have contended this, and 
ated as if they thought there was no cauſe for extraordinary 
expedition; in which they differ, I believe, from every man 
in this Houſe, and every man in this country. I contend 
that if, contrary to the ſpecifie facts, there had not happened 
any miſchief, ſtill delay was criminal; becauſe it was highly 
probable that delay would have occaſioned miſchief. They 
ſhould have taken the moment of peace and tranquillity at 
Portſmouth to ſatisfy the ſeamen. They muſt be ridicu- 
. Joufly ſanguine if they expected that the ſeamen were not 
likely to be alarmed at the delay which took place. It has 
been faid that we have not proved that the evil we complain 
of was owing excluſively to the delay of Miniſters ; ; it is 
true we have no documents to this effect, but the fact is no- 
torious. I aſk what is the cauſe of our being in a ſtate of 
comparative rejoicing this day, and which produced a dawn 
of hope among us? Is it not to the meaſures which have 
taken place in Parliament? Certainly it is. Why, * 
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are true or falſe to any certain extent. 
the evils are owing to miſrepreſentations of what happened 

in another place. Here let us pauſe. Take it for granted, 
for the ſake of the argument, and for that only, that there 
have been groſs miſrepreſentations. 


27 
aſk if the caſe be ſo, is that not a proof that the want of of 
theſe meaſures was the cauſe of the evil? "This I ſtate with- 

out entering into the queſtion whether the repreſentations 
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Does any man believe 
there is a diſficulty in finding out the remedy to ſuch groſs 
miſrepreſentation? Expedition on the part of Miniſters 
was the only remedy. Had they done their duty by bring- 


ing forward the act of Parliament, the effects of miſrepre- 
| ſentation would have been comparatively innocent. 


It is 
ſuppoſed that perſons of great authority ſaid in another place, 


they did not know they ſhould have any orders from his Ma- 


jeſty to make any communication; that we all know in 
Parliament to be correct in point of form, conſidering the 
place in which it was ſpoken, becauſe it is in this Houſe that 
the meaſure muſt originate; this is another ſignal inſtance 


of the folly and ignorance of Miniſters, for they muſt know 
what effect this muſt have on the uninformed. The Mini- 


ſter talks of miſrepreſentation, and the effect of it, was he 


ignorant of that effect? He who cauſed the Habeas Corpas 
act to be ſuſpended, muſt ſurely be aware of the poſſibility of 
there being Jacobins, as he has called them, in this country, 


I think. 


who would be ready to miſrepreſent his intentions. 
there are not in this country a ſufficient number of ſuch per- 
ſons to make us ſhake.in our determination to adhere to our 


conſtitution, but although 1 do not think there is enough to 
do that, yet I think there may be enough to diſtribute a 
hand- bill; this he muſt know as well as any man; then I. 
alk, was he not criminally guilty for neglecting to do that 
which would render vain all ſuch attempts, by bringing for- 
ward an act of Parliament without delay, which was the only 
effectual way to prevent the evil? | 


There is another view in which this important queſtion 


may be conſidered. I am not going to give any opinion on 
the negociation between the delegates of the fleet, and the 


Admiralty, at Portſmouth ; bur that meaſure having taken 


place, it ought to be conſidered as a negociation in which 
there were certain ſtipulations. No man can be ſatisfied in a 
negociation until the ſtipulations of it ate performed. Why, 


then, | aſk, if it was not eſſential for the public benefit, that 
this negociation ſhould be made as ſhort as poſſihle? Has that 


580 


Miniſters ſay that 


been 
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been done? If you tell me this was only a promiſe, and that 
time muſt be taken to perform it, and that the ſeamen ought 
to have been ſatisfied that it would be fulfilled. I anſwer, that 
a promiſe is, in its nature, an incomplete act, and the longer 
you are in performing it, the more reaſon do you give for 
doubting your ſincerity. Delay, therefore, upon this occaſion, 
conſidering all the circumſtances, amounts to guilt on the part 
of Miniſters, But it is ſaid, Miniſters were ſincere I never 
_ doubted it. TI never thought of making any accuſation againſt 
them that they did not intend to make good their promiſe to 
the Sailors; what I complain of is, that they delayed the per- 
formance of that promiſe unneceſlarily, in conſequence of which, 
ſome of the beſt blood of this country has been fpilt. Then 
comes the general anſwer, ** Miniſters cannot be guilty of any 
* crime upon this occaſion ; what intereſts have they in being 
ſo?” I know not what intereſt any men can have in guilt. * 
khow not what intereſt any Miniſters can have in being bad 
Miniſters, and yet we know that men have been guilty, and 
that Miniſters have been bad Miniſters; that they have ap- 
peared in this world, and J am afraid will continue to appear, 
and unleſs there is ſome controuling power exerciſed over them, 
they will continue to do as they have done—much miſchief 
to mankind. I fay that Miniſters have diſcovered an incapa- 
city which renders them quite unfit to manage the affairs of 
this country, and which they will ruin unleſs this Houſe inter- 
poſes its authority over them. Will any Gentleman oppoſite 
to me deny this? That Miniſters have heaped upon this coun- 
try misfortune upon misfortune, that they have committed 
blunder upon blunder, and that they have very nearly accom- 
pliſhed the ruin of this country? There are diſaſters and diſ- 
graces which, after a long ſucceſſion, deſtroy the faculties of 
| the human mind. I take that to be the caſe of the Miniſter ; 
1 he is, to uſe a vulgar expręſſion, beat blind.” That is now 
his only excuſe, his only apology; who but a man who had 3 
been ſo diſgraced. could have been blind to the conſequences 5 
th of the delay of which he has been guilty upon this occaſion? I 1 
. know I am accuſed of ſpeaking with too much warmth upon 
many ſubjects; all I can ſay in anſwer to that charge is, tat 
I feel for the ſituation of this country with warmth, and 1 7 
188 ſpeak from feelings, of which I think no man ought to be 
1 aſhamed. Look at what has been done in point of fact in this 
1 buſineſs. I ſtated formerly, that on the 23d of April a letter 
| arrived from Portſmouth. The Miniſter ſtates it to be the 
1 24th. He ſtates, that in one day the memorial was made for 
the Lords of the Admiralty, and here the Miniſter is correct 
3 ' literally 
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literally rather than ſubſtantially, becauſe the news was known 
early in the morning, ſo early that a memorial might have 
been preſented on the very day the news arrived; but it ap- 
pears, that it was not preſented till the 26th, and the Order in 
Council does not iſſue until the 2d of May. Here is one day 
entirely loſt in this ſtage of the proceeding, I mean the me- 
morial. In ſhort, there is a delay of ſeven days upon unne- 
ceſſary points of form which did not require the delay of as 
many hours, no, nor as many minutes. The delay in all is 
full 14 days; and reflect on the circumſtances that have hap- 
pened ; nay, what every prudent man foreſaw was likely to 
| happen, and then I aſk you, whether you think that delay 
was criminal? But it ſeems this was all matter of chance, for 
the fleet might have failed before the laſt diſturbance took place, 
had it met with a fair wind. Suppoſe this be granted ; then I 
would aſk, ought you not to provide againſt chances? It was 
your duty to do ſo. Had you done fo, you might have con- 
verted into a blefling that interpoſition of Providence which, 
under other circumſtances, might have been conſidered as a 
diſadvantage, by retarding the operations of your fleet. B 
this the evils would have been avoided, and the ſailors would 
have been completely ſatisfied. But if they had failed, what 
would have been your ſituation. They would have failed | 
without having been ſatisfied, and what would have been the 
eflect of inſinuations to them of your inlincerity in that ſitua- 
tion, I do not chuſe to dwell upon. EET Ns 
There is another point which makes this matter diſtreſſing 
to me. I do not know how far this buſineſs may be ſaid 
even now to be ſettled, That is a circumſtance alſo of which 
I cannot help complaining, becauſe we have not a clear 
fair account of this tranſaction. We ought to know how far 
the parties have come to an underſtanding upon this buſineſs. 
What has been granted of what was aſked, and what denied, 
or what relinquiſhed. Let us remember that the public have 
a right to know theſe facts, becauſe on them depends the queſ- 
tion of our future ſecurity. The people have a right to inſiſt 
that we {hould act with wifdom, which we fhall not do unleſs 
we inſiſt on ſeeing the real danger of our ſituation. We ſhould, 
therefore, ſhew our vigilance and earneſt deſire to ſerve, the 
public by marking the conduct of Miniſters with our cenſure. 
Good God] look at the ſituation of this country. I have been 
acculed of looking at that ſituation with a deſponding eye. I 
can ſay that looking at the fituation oi this country fix months 
ago with the very worſt opinion of Miniſters, and the ſtate of 
the nation with much diffidence as to the foundneſs of the 
Counſtitution, after what had been done to deſtroy it, I thought 
Vol. III. 1797, 8 we 
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we were then in the pit of deſpondency; 1 could hardly con- 
ceive that any thing could be worie ; but is there a man now 
alive who does not think that was a ſtate of proſperity com- 
pared to the preſent? Is there a man who, however gloomy 
and deſpondent he might have been then, who 1s not much 


more ſo now. Look at the ſtate of this country; look at the 


Bank ; look at Ireland ; look at your laſt beſt hope, your na- 
tional bulwark, and then reflect on your ſituation. To what 
is it owing? Is it not to this? That the popular part of the 
Conſtitution has been ſacrificed to the influence of the Ex- 
ecutive? Is is not owing to the too ſucceſsful endeavours 
of the ſervants of the Crown to change the popular branch 


from vigilance and jealouſy to ſupineneſs and confidence in 


the Monarchy? Te prevail upon you to think or act as if 
you thought that ſecrecy is better than publicity? To pre- 
vail upon you to act as if you thought that the road that had 
conducted you to greatneſs muſt be abandoned, that you muſt 


now purſue another, which will inevitably conduct you to 
meanneſs? That your courſe would have been fo rapid in this 
new road is what no man would have thought ſome time ago, 
but you ſee it has. If you think that there was no fault in 

Miniſters, vote againſt the queſtion. But if you think there 
has been any unneceſſary delay in this buſineſs, it is your duty, 


your country demands of you to throw away any attachment 


: you may have to Miniſters. If you do not, the moſt ſanguine 
hope of the moſt ſanguine man in the kingdom cannot even 


| flatter you that you can retrieve your own honour. 

Mr. Dundas faid, he had hoped that when the honourable 
Gentleman warned the Houſe with ſo much eloquence 
againſt too great confidence in Miniſters, that he would alſo 
have guarded them againſt giving way to animoſity and ran- 
cour, . If he thought there was danger from the friendſhip of 


Gentlemen to Miniſters, it would have been candid to have 


ſtated that there was fone impropriety in endeavouring to take 
advantage of winat appeared to Gentlemen to be at the beſt an 
error in judgment. He thought the charge would have been 
more impartial, if it had embraced all theſe objects. With 


regard to any perfonal motive, he declared he was actuated by 


none in making theſe remarks, That the tranſaction which 
had given riſe to the preſent diſcuſhon, was one which had 
gien the moſt poignant concern to his Majeſty's Miniſters, 


was a truth almoſt unneceſſary for him to ſtate z but though 


every perſon connected with Government deeply regretted 


that it ſhould have happened, yet that regret was not mixed 
wich any remorſe on their own account. He could declare. 


for 
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for himſelf, and he believed for all his colleagues, that they 
had no ſuch feeling. The honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox) 
had uſed the expreſſion © extraordinary delay,” but wluch, 
however, he changed very rapidly into “ unneceffory delay.” 
The tranſition was proper, for the honourable Gentleman 
mult have been conſcious that no extraordinary delay had been 
uſed upon this occaſion, for indeed no menfure had ever been 
| forwarded more expeditiouſly through the Houſe. It was alſo 
to be recollected, that the honourable Gentleman had never 
put any queſtion to his Majeſty's Miniſters which could be 
ſuppoſed to relate in the imalleſt degree to the completion of 
the promiſes made to the ſeamen. Every queſtion that had 
been put by the other ſide of the Houle related merely to the 
circu:nſtances of the tranſaction, and ſeemed to have in view 
no other Object than a coninunication of thoſe circumſtances 
to the Houſe. Queſtions of a ſimilar tendency had been aſked 
in another Houſe, where it was notorious no money could be 
voted; and when he ſaw certain perſons acting upon a regular 
plan. and ſyſtem, it was fair for him to infer that they had the 
ſame object in view. Thus he could not help concluding, 
that the queſtions the honourable Gentleman had aſked in that 
Houſe had no relation to pecuniary matters; and that a know- 
ledge of the circumſtances was all he then wanted. This was, 
indeed, evident from what had fallen from the honourable. 
Gentleman that night; for wich all his ingenuity, even with 
the help of the event, he was not able to make it appear that 
he had put any queſtion which could be ſuppoſed to relate to any 
delay in forwarding the meaſure alluded to through that Houſe; 
or to any danger that might ariſe from that delay. If, however, 
the honourable Gentleman could have given a hint to Adini- 
niſtration of any danger that was to be ꝓprehended in conſe- 
; of their delay—if he had any reaton to ſuppoſe that 
anger really did exiſt, it was ſurely his duty to have commu- 
nicated his information or his ideas of tizat danger to his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters. In whatever light he ſhould take him, 
whether as an accuſer or as an adviſer of his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters, it was to be expected that he would have wiſhed to 
avert this danger; and it was impoſſible to ſuppoſe that he 
would not have ſtated what appeared to him capable of avert- 
ing it. But, notwithſtanding, whatever might be inſinuated, 
no man breathing had reaſon to doubt that when the fleet went 
down to St. Helen's the mutiny was not completely over, and 
the ſeamen ſatisfied with the conceſſions which had been made 
to them. Was it fair then to argue, that his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters ought to have e that to happen which no man 
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in the kingdom could poſſibly foreſee? If the honourable Gen- 
tleman really thought there was ſo much danger in what he 
called an extraordinary delay, though he might not be inclined 
to hold communication wich his Maje ity? s Miniſters upon 
every occaſion, he n not think it would baue been very 
3mproper for him to have given them a hint of what he kney 
or what he ſuſpe ted: It was plain the honourable Gertleman 


did not do this becauſe he thought the danger was over. The. 
honourable Gentleman kad 253 there were alarms in the coun- 


try of the danger of a Freach party, and he had added, that 


as Miniſters were convinced that this party did exift in the 
country, they ought to have been on their guard, leſt the 


ſhould again ſow the feeds of diſcontent on board the Fleet, 


He believed there were many very wicked perſons of that de- 
ſcription in the country; but as he had been often blamed for 


ſtating that there were any ſuch perſons in the kingdom, he could 
not help being ſurpriſed now that Miniſters ihould be accuſed 
of not guarding ſufficiently againſt them. He was ready to 
confeſs, that he had experienced great ſatisfaction from one 
circumſtance connected with the laſt diſturbances at Portſ- 


mouth. That ſatisfaction aroſe from a conviction that the 


| ſeamen were not infected with Jacobiniſm. In the moments 


of the greateſt exaſperation they had declared, that they would 
not ſuffer the Crown of England to be impoſed upon, nor the 
glory of the Britiſn fleet to be tarniſhed, He firmly believed, 
if any attempt had been made to detach them from thoſe prin- 


ciples of loyalty and affection to their Sovereign, which had 


always diſtinguiſhed Britiſh ſeamen, they would not have 
yielded to any ſuch attempt. He believed even now, that 
they would regard all attempts of that kind with indignation ; 


but no attack of that kind had then been made upon them. 


Some perſons, however, for whom he could not find a name, 


whether Jacobin or any other, ſufficiently deſctiptive of their 


wickedneſs, ſoon ſought to miſlead them. The moment the 
queſtion of the ſeamens pay and proviſions were ſettled, and 
his Majeſty's moſt gracious pardon granted to them, theſe per- 


ſons endeavoured to perſuade them that the pardon was a for- 


gery. When miſrepreſentations on what had paſſed on this 


ſubject in another place had been circulated abroad, their mode 
of attack was changed. The ſeamen were then told, that Par- 


liament meant to betray them. Before this malicious falſehood 
was circulated amongſt them, they had entertained no jealouſy, 
becauſe there was no ground for it. Bur did the honourable 
Gentleman mean to ſay, that ſome ſuch event as that which 
had unhappily occurred, ng not have taken place if the 
buſincts 
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buſine% had been brought before Parliament ſooner ? Was the 
honourable Gentleman certain that the ſame diabolical tongues 
would not have invented ſome other ſtory, calculated to pro- 
mote that confulion which they defired ? It muſt, however, 
give the greateſt ſatisfaction to the Houſe to learn, that when 
the Reſolution voted on Monday laſt was ſent down to Portſ- 
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mouth, favourable ſymptons of a return to duty appeared 
among the ſeamen. This was the natural conſequence of their 
© diſcovering that they had been impoſed upon; and he truſted 
ER PT Ts ; | | ; 
that this diſpoſition would continue, and that all differences 
0 10 would be finally adjuſted when they ſhould learn that the 
Houſe had fo completely fulfilled all that had been promiſed to 
. 7 5 . 
them. It could not, however, be denied, that the Seamen 
© were ſatisfied with the grants of the Admiralty. The greateſt 


proof of their ſatisfaction was, that they immediately acted up- 
on it, by returning to their duty. It was therefore in vain to 
argue that the ſecond mutiny was occaſioned by any neglect of 
Adminiſtration. No man could tell whether that unhappy 
affair might not have happened under very different circum- 
ſtances; at the ſame time he was ready to allow, that if any 
ſuggeſtion had been made to his Majeſty's Miniſters, of danger 
to be apprehended from delaying the meaſure fo often alluded 
to, they deſerved cenſure ; but in fact, this danger never enter- 
add into the imagination of any man. The fleet had failed un- 
deer an impreſſion of gratitude for the liberalities of the Admi=- 
RT ralty, and with the fulleſt conviction that all that had been 
promiſed to them would be completely and faithfully fulfilled. 
It was certain, that had it not been for the contrary wind, the 
fleet would have been now at fea. Under all theſe circum- 
ſtances he was convinced that the Houſe could not agree to the 
motion. It was obvious, that no cenſure could attach to Mi- 
niſters for not foreſeeing events which no other perſons in their 
ſituation cculd have had the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of being likely 
to take place. He therefore thought it unneceſſary to trouble 
the Houle with any further obſervations on a queſtion which 
he could with difficulty ſuppoſe was ſeriouſly agitated by the 
honourable Gentleman who had brought it forward. WED 
Mr. Fox explaind. When he ſaid the delay was extra- 
ordinary,“ he had uſed the word extraordinary 1n its uſual 
acceptation, He conſidered the delay to be extraordinary when 


compared with the importance of the meaſure that was to be 
| brought forward, and the neceſſity of accelerating it. There 
: was another topic the honourable Gentleman had alluded to— — 
h % Jacobiniſm.” He would call it fo, becauſe the term was 


underſtood, He was afraid that the honourable Gentleman 
| „ ns meant 
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meant to inſinuate, that he (Mr. Fox) unagined that a ſpirit 
of Jacobiniſm exiſted in the fleet. He had ſtateꝗ no ſuch thing ; 
but as his Majeſty's Miniſters had always pretended to beheve 
that there were a great number of perſons of that defeription in 
the country, they were wrong in being cf their guard as to 
the danger which might ariſe from ſuct; pertons communicat- 
ing with the fleet. He was ready to acknowledge chet he ad 
called more particularly for an explanation of the circumſtances 
of the tranſaction at Portſmouth. than tor the eſtimates being 
ſubmitted to the Houſe ; but fo far from iflating that le had 
any information to give to his Majeſty's Miniſters, he had only 
deſired to know their information, becaufe it might thiow a 
different light upon the tranſation. He had ſaid before, and 
he now repeated, that it would have been far better the ſcamen 
had failed with a conviction of the promiſes made to them hav- 
ing been fulfilled, than that they ſhould ſai! only with the con- 
| viction that they would be fulfilled. It was evident that in the 
| former cafe none of the miſrepreſentations the honourable Gen- 
tleman had alluded to, could have had any effect. The ſea- 
men would have had the Act of Parliament to refer to as a 
proof that they were falſe. 

Mr. Curwen wiſhed to know whether the ſeamen had "TY 
manded more than was granted to them by the Admiralty! If 
they had demanded more than was granted to them, and any _ 
qiſaffection remained on that occaſion, Miniſters could not 
have been too expeditious in ratifying all that had been ſtipu- 
lated they ſhould obtain ; any delay in this cafe certainly de- 
ſerved the cenſure of the Houle. On the other hand, if every 
thing the ſeamen had demanded was granted to them by the 
Admiralty, he was ready to admit that his Majeſty's Minifters 
might ſuppoſe that there was no reaſon to apprehend that new ' 
diſcontents would ariſe, in conſequence of the buſineſs not 
having been laid before Parliament. If he could be convinced 
the latter was the real ſituation of the caſe, he ſhould think 
himſelf bound to vote againſt the motion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he did not t believe that 
any anſwer he could give to the queſtions put by the honour- 
able Gentleman would enable him to avail himſelf of his ſup- 
port. The honourable Gentleman had ſtated, that if his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters had reaſon to think the Seamen expected more 
than was granted to them by the Admiralty, the propoſition 

for fulfilling the promifes which had been made to them, ſhould 
have been more ſpeedily ſubmitted to Parliament. After what 
he had already ſaid, it was unneceſſary for him to enter further 
into the diſcuſſion of the queſtion, He could however ſtate, 


that 


that there was at one time more demanded by the Seamen, 
than that upon the granting of which they returned to their 
duty, 
Mr. Curwen ſaid a few words in explanation. 

Lord George Cavendiſh ſaid, when the meaſures of Admi- | 
nin became weak or wicked, it was the duty of that 
' Houſe to inſtitute an enquiry. Nobody could have more re- 
ſpect than be for the noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty, 
and he believed that no blame attached to him in the preſent 
inſtance ; but there was certainly a criminal negle& in Mi- 
niſters not fulfilling the ſtipulations which had been made by 
the Board of Admiralty at Portſmouth. It had been ſuggeſted, 


was of a different opinion. The Houſe had all the informa- 
tion neceſſary to enable them to decide upon the queſtion. 

Mr. I hitbread replied, He ſaid an honourable Baronet, 
who had fpoken early in the debate, deprecated agitating the 
queſtion, left the Houſe might come to deciſion under wrong 
impreſſions, a eireumſtanee which they might afterwards have 
to regret. It was evident, however, that every information on 
the ſubject that could poſſibly be obtained was now before the 
Houſe, and there was much inore than was neceſſary to prove 
that a vote of cenſure ought to be paſſed againſt his Majeſty's 
Miniſters. The defence ſet up by the honourable Gentleman 
he underſtood to be this—* The mutiny is over; the combi- 
nation of the Seamen does not exiſt; and therefore no ex- 


rn 
N 


« before Parliament.“ He would beg leave, however, to re- 


he ſeemed to have overlooked. It was a fact that three of the 
ſhips at Portſmouth had remained all along in a ſtate of muti- 
ny, and when the reſt of the fleet ſailed, retuſed to raiſe their 
anchors. It was alſo well known that the ſhips at Ply mouth 
remained in a ſtate of mutiny after the Admiralty had wand - 
the demands of the Seamen, and would not believe an official 
ſtatement of the affair being ſettled, until they ſent their de- 


the combination was not diſſolved. it thewed, that there was 


vigilance of his Majeſty's Miniſters and make them haſten to 
prove to the ſeamen their ſuſpicions were groundleſs. It dan- 
ger was 1 from Jacobin emiſſaries influencing the 


leamen, 
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that the preſent diſcuſſion ought to have been poſtponed. He 


„ traordinary expedition is neceſſary in bringing the buſineſs 


mind the honourable Gentleman of ſome circumltaiices which 


legates to hold a conference with thoſe of the fleet at Portſ- 
mouth, and to be fatished of the truth of the account by a 
perſonal conference with them. This lurely was a proof that 


much jealouſy entertained by the ſeamen as to the ſincerity of 
Government, a circumſtance which ought to have excited the 
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ſeamen, that danger was not ſolely confined to the ſhips in port; 
ſuppoſe any of theſe emiſſaries had got on board any of the 
fleet, and after it had failed Mac! repreſented to the Seamen that 
Parliament dd not intend to ſanction what the Board of Ad- 


miralty had itipulated to them, would not the danger to the 
country been as great of a mutiny at ſea as at Spithcad ? It 


would therefore have been well if the ſeamen had it in their- 


power to ſay to ſuch emiſſary, that his ſtatement was falſe— 


The orders under which Admiral Colpoys had acted were 


iſſued before the ſeamen were convinced that the promiſes 


made to them were to be fulfilled. If the intelligence of this 


ſecond mutiny were to reach Admiral Jervis's fleet before the 


intelligence of a reconciliation having taken place, the event 


might be fatal indeed to the country. That Houſe would 


_ neglect their duty, if they did not come to a vote of cenſure 
upon his Majeſty's Miniſters for the neglect of their's. It had 


been ſaid that he had been indeciſive as to whom he meant his 
motion againſt. He was ready to declare that he meant it to 


apply to the Chancellor of the Exchequer alone, becauſe he 
" conceived all the other Miniſters ſubordinate to him, and to be 


completely nnder his controul. The Houſe then divided. 


Ayes (For the Motion) — 03 
Noes (Againſt it)  — _ 237 
Majority _ NY pn 
1 8 — — BJ 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
- FRIDAY, Hay 12. 3 
The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that he had the preceding day in- 


formed the Houſe it was not his intention to bring forward this 


day the ſubject of which he had formerly given notice, and for 
which their Lornſhips were ſummoned this day. He obſerved 
at that time that he did not wiſh to diſcharge the order for ſum- 


moning their Lordſhips that day on account of the anxiety of the 
public mind, and the hope he entertained that ſomething might 


appear to relieve that anxiety. He was very anxious upon 
that ſubject, and therefore he came down every day, but he 


| had not the good fortune to fee in their places thoſe Miniſters 


from whom he could expect authentic information on a ſub- 
ject of the greateſt importance. Circumſtanced as our affairs 
were at this moment, he d:d not think it would be extremely 
improper in him, and he would go fo far as to fay, improper 
any perfon to bring forward any thing upon the ſubject to 
which he had alluded, fince it might be detrimental to * 

| | „ public 
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and conſequently it is unfit to diſcuſs it. 
Lord Grenville ſaid, there could be no pledge entered into as 
to what arguments ſhould be urged before the Houſe at any 
future period. The Houſe muſt judge of the propriety of ar- 
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public! ſervice. That was a ſufficient reaſon for him to wave, 


for the preſent, the objections he had to the conduct of his 
Majeſty's Miniſters. Not that hee had abandoned ſuch objec- 
tions; on the contrary, he ſhould perſiſt in them at the firſt 


period that ſhould appear to him not to be unſeaſonable. He 
was bound to do ſo in his own vindication, for he was conſider- 


ably involved in the queſtion by the language that was uſed by 
the noble Secretary of State on a former day. He ſhould, 


however, refrain for the preſent. He requeſted only that the 
Houſe ſhould recolle& when he ſhould bring this matter for- 


ward, the reaſon he had aſſigned for declining it now; and he 


hoped he ſhould not then be told * the thing is blown over, 


guments when they were ſubmitted to them. 


The Duke of Bedford then ſaid, that the ſubiect which he 
was to have brought forward that day he ſhould ſubmit to their 


Lordſhips on Monday. He then moved, That the Lords be 
ſummoned for Monday.—Ordered. 


Received ſeveral bills from the Commons. —Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
FRIDAY, May 12. 


The Middleſex County Rate bill was read a third time and 
_ paſſed. 1 85 | VVV 
The Eaſt-India Fencible Regiment bill was read a ſecond 


time. 


Colonel Gaſcoyne brought up the report of the bill for regu- 
lating the Wages of Seamen in the Weſt-India trade. 
The Stamp Duty bill on Attornies' Certificates was read a 
third time and paſſed. _ oo le ot Lea ue 
The Chairman of the Canterbury Election Committee re- 
ported their deciſion, by which John Baker and Samuel Saw- 


bridge, Eſqrs. are declared unduly elected, and that George 


Gipps, Eſq. and Sir John Honeywood, ought to have been 


returned. 


The Clerk of the Crown amended the return by ſtriking 


out the names of John Baker and Samuel Sawbridge, and 
ſubſtituting thoſe of George Gipps and Sir John Honey wood. 
The report of the Vagrant bill was brought uß. 


A converſation aroſe upon a clauſe in the bill for allowing a 
_ diſcretionary power to Magiſtrates in certain caſes to paſs va- 


yet 
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grants without puniſhing them. The Houſe divided upon the 
queſtion of agreeing to the clauſe, 
yes, — — 

Noes, — —— 2 


VI 
69 


Majority 25 
Mr. Alderman Combe gave notice, that on Friday next, in 

conſormity to tlie inſtructions he had received from his Con- 
ſtituents, he ſhould move an Addreſs to his Majeſty praying 
him to diſmiſs from his preſence and councils his preſent: Mi- 
niſters, 

The other orders of the day being . of, the Houſe 
en W Monday. 


F 


1 LORDS. 
 Monpay, May 15. 


The Duke of Bedford reminded their Lordſhips that they 
were ſummoned on this day to take under conſideration the 
report of the S cret Committee which they had appointed to 
enquire into the cauſes that produced the neceſſity for iſſu- 

ing the order of the 26th of February laſt, prohibiting the 
Bank from paving their notes in ſpecie. It became incumbent 
upon their Lordſhips to take that Report into conſideration, 
and to found fome reſolutions upon it, as their Committee 
had not drawn any concluſion from the evidence which was 
laid before them. As he was the perſon who had moved for 
the appointment of thai Committee, he conſidered it as a duty 
which devolved upon him to propoſe theſe reſolutions. He 
lamented, however, that the taſk had not fallen upon ſome 
other perſon, as he felt it to be both difficult and painful ; he 
5 ſhould have felt it to be a labour of no inconſide table difficulty 
; to have called the attention of that Houſe to a ſubject of ſo ex- 
tenſive and complicated a nature as that of the finances of the 
j country ; but that which would in any circumſtances have been 
5 difficult, was, in the preſent inſtance, rendered painful. by the 
conſideration that if their Lordſhips did not exmels a decided 
difapprobation on the conduct which Government had purſued 
in the buſinc(s which was to be the ſubject of diſcuſſion, they 
would umplicate the character of that Houſe, and implicate the 
character of the nation. After calling their attention to the matter 
ſtated in the Report, he ſhould ſubmit certain reſolutions, founded 
upon the evidence which it contained, which he hoped would 
meet with the concurrence of the principal part of that Houſe. 


In 


_ 
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In what he had to advance he ſhould have occaſion frequently 
to allude perſonally to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He 
2 averred, that when one Member of any Adminiſtration acted 
1 in ſuch a manner as to merit the cenſure of Parliament, all the 
7 Members of that Adminiſtration ought to be arraigned ; but on 


not conſider him as ſingly the object of cenſure ; if his col- 


| propoſed, he never would have dared to carry them into prac- 
tice, When he firſt read the order of Council, aſeribing the 


alarm of invaſion, he much doubted the truth of the allegation. 
If an unexpected run upon the Bank had been occaſioned to 
that extent by the alarm of invaſion, it appeared ſtrange to him 


of Parliament, when the danger of invaſion was fo ſtrongl 


quire into the cauſes which produced it, was compoſed not only 
Members of that very Cabinet upon whoſe conduct they were 


carried into practice in a caſe where, if the meaſure which was 
to be inveſtigated was pronounced to have been injurious and 
impolitic, the authors of it would have been inſtantly im- 
peached; and when he recollected the various inſtances of in- 
capacity and duplicity by which the preſent Adminiſtration 
was marked, he conceived that the real cauſe of the order in 
Council was very different from the pretended one. Impreſſed 
with theſe ſentiments, he thought it his duty to move for ano- 


Miniſters did not think proper to deny, but the Committee 
proportion of the Members of the Cabinet. He ſcarcely ſap- 
_ poſed that a Committee fo formed was likely to bring to light 


the true cauſes which produced the neceſſity of iſſuing the 
order in Council. But on this point he was fortunately diſap- 


„ 


the preſent occaſion he ſhould allude perſonally to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer more frequently than to any of his 
colleagues, becauſe his name occurred often upon the Report. 
But though he ſhould impute blame perſonally to him, he did 

leagues in office had not ſanctioned the meaſures which he 


drain of caſh in the Bank, which rendered it neceſſary to pro- 
| hibir the payment of their notes in ſpecie, to an unfounded. 


that that run had not taken place at the opening of the Seſſion 
inculcated upon the minds of the people; but if he was led to 
doubt of the truth of the allegation when the order in Council 
firſt appeared, theſe doubts were ſtrengthened and confirmed 
when he found that the Committee appointed by ballot to en- 
of the known and jealous ſupporters of Adminiſtration, but of 


appointed to decide. When he found this mockery of enquiry 


ther Committee, with more extended powers than thoſe with . 
which the former Committee was inveſted, "This his Majeſty's ö 


was compoſed, as before, of their own ſupporters, with a due 


pointed, the Committee having had to examine men of the 


Oz 1 
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firſt reſpectability, all of whom coincided in ſentiment, and 


having had to inſpect written documents which left not even 


a ſhadow of doubt reſpecting the inferences which were to be 
drawn from them. The Miniſters anſwers to the remon- 
ſtrances which were made to him in perſon by the Directors 
of the Bank were the only papers to the authenticy of which 
any objection could be offered. But theſe anſwers were taken 


in ſuch a way, as appeared from the evidence of Mr. Bofanquet, 
that no reaſonable doubt could be entertained that they came 
before the Committee in their true ſhape. In page 29 of the 
Report they found, from this Gentleman's evidence, that the 
anſwers of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the repreſenta- 


tions of the Directors of the Bank were delivered verbally to 


the Governor and Deputy Governor, who reported the pur- 
port of them to a ſubſequent Court; and that fuch Reports 


were minuted in the Bank Book. Upon his being aſked, 
whether he helieved that ſuch minutes contained an accurate 


ſtatement of what paſſed between the Governor and Deputy 


Governor of the Bank, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer ? 
he anſwered, he had no doubt but they did. Unto a queſtion, 
whether the purport of theſe minutes were ſettled by the per- 
ſons deputed to attend the Chancellor of the Exchequer ? he 
replied in the affirmative. He did not feel it neceſſary to 


dwell longer _ this ſubject, perſuaded as he was that no 


doubt could reſt regarding their authenticity upon the mind of 


any man who was not diſpoſed to cavil in defiance of all pro- 
bability. He had ſaid that he was diſpoſed to doubt the truth 


of the matter contained in the order of Council from the be- 
ginning. Theſe doubts were much confirmed by the inveſti- 


_ gation of the Committee, And here he referred to the evi- 
dence of Mr. Giles (page 50 of the Report), in which it is 


ſtated that he had made frequent repreſentations, in the capa- 
city of Governor of the Bank, to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, all of which tended to perſuade him of the danger to 


the Bank from the diminution of its ſpecie, in conſequence of 
its advances to Government. He next adverted to the evi- 


dence of Mr. Raikes (page 56 in the Report), in which he 
ſtates that he has had conferences with the Chancellor of the 


Excehequer, as Deputy Governor of the Bank, in which re- 
preſentations were made to him on the ſubject of foreign loans 


or remittances, and on the danger of continuing the advances 


made by the Bank to Government, and the times at which 


theſe repreſentations were made he particularly mentions. Mr. 
Boſanquet (in page 34 of the Report) ſtates, that if the ad- 
vances of the Bank to Government had been paid off, or great- 


ly 
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ly diminiſhed, it would have enabled the Bank to regulate, at 
their diſcretion, the amount of their notes in circulation, and 
they would have diminiſhed in ſome degree the neceſſity for 
iſſuing the order of Council; he concluded from the anſwers 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that no doubt eould be 
entertained that he was fully aware of the apprehenſions of the 
Bank Directors, ariſing from the frequent advances which were 
made to Government, and that by perſiſting in the ſame line of 
conduct, contrary to their remonſtrances, he ruſhed into the 
danger which they foreſaw, and againſt which he was warned. 
Ae next called the attention of their Lordſhips to a 
paper annexed to the report, entitled a Summary of the 
Chief Points which had occurred to the Committee in the 
courſe of their enquiry. How this paper came to be called 
a Summary he knew not, for no one who read it, after pe- 
ruſing the report, could conſider it as conveying the ſubſtance 
of that report. To ſay that he diſagreed with many parts 
of this paper, was a feeble term to expreſs the diſapprobation 
which he felt at it. It abounded in groſs miſrepreſenta- 
tions of the truth, in ſhameful attempts to conceal what 
ought to be known to the Houſe, and in aſſertions which 
were not warranted by fact. By the ſlighteſt attention to 
the paper to which he alluded he was convinced that their 
Lordſhips would agree with him in theſe poſitions. It 
began with ſtating the amount of circulation in the kingdom; 
this opened a wide held, and whether it was neceſſary for 
the Committee to enter into it he could not pretend to ſay ; 
but if an account was to be given of the circulation, it ſhould _ 
have been given accurately, and ſtated as it came out in evi- 
dence. As it was contended, however, in this paper, that 
the difficulties of the Bank were owing in ſome degree to a 
ſcarcity of circulating medium, it was not ſurpriſing that 
they endeavoured to keep part of the means of circulation 
in the back ground. Hence it was denied that bills of ex- 
change were applicable to the purpoſes of circulation.“ In- 
land bills of Exchange (ſay the authors of this paper) are 
thought by many to be a part of the circulation of the king- 
dom. They are not ſtrictly ſo in the ſame ſenſe, as the two 
ſorts of paper before mentioned, namely notes of the Bank 
of England, and bills of country Bankers.“ That bills of 
Exchange could not anſwer all the purpoſes of caſh was 
pretty notorious, but he referred to Mr. Thornton's evidence 
upon the ſubje (in page 71 of the Report) where he ſtates 
his opinion to the following effect ;—In calling bills of Ex- 
Fn change 
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change a means of circulation, I do not conſider them as 
equally ſo with the other two articles I have mentioned, 
(coins and notes payable on demand), ſince they oſtenſibly 
ſerve the purpoſe of aſcertaining debts between buyer and 
ſeller, and of pledging the accepter to a punctual payment, 
and are often created chiefly with that view and are uſed but 
ſparingly, and occaſionally as a means of circulation. I 
conceive that the number of Bills of Exchange, which may 
happen at any time to exiſt, bears no neceſſary proportion 
to the magnitude of the exiſting trade, although I conceive 
that the uſe of them in payment does bear a pretty re- 
gular proportion to the quantity of commerce. For in- 
Rance, at Liverpool and Mancheſter, all payments are made 
either in coin orbills of Exchange.” Now, when he conſi- 
dered that bills of Exchange were the chief means of circula- 
tion in theſe two great manufacturing towns, and that they 
bore a regular proportion to the quantity of commerce, he 
could hardly agree with the opinion advanced in the paper 
annexed to the report, that they were not a part of the cir- 
culation of the kingdom ſtrictly ſo underſtood. A diſcuſſion. 
of this queſtion would lead him into too wide a field, 
particularly upon the preſent occation, when he wiſhed 
to draw the attention of their Lordſhips rather to facts 
than to ſpeculative opinions. Among the various cauſes 
which had produced the ſcarcity of caſh in the Bank, which 
he thought was ſcarcely worth the attention of that Houſe, 
and which he ſhould not have ſuppoſed that the Committee 
could have gravely ſtated, namely, the diminiſhed number of 
bills of incloſure ſince the war, there was a paper bound up 
in the Report, giving a comparative ſtatement of the number 
of Bills of incloſure before and ſince the commencement of 
the war, from which it appears that they have increaſed very _ 
conſiderably in number ſince the war began. They would 
find, however, that the ſame thing happened during the 
American war in pretty nearly the fame proportion, the only 
inference, therefore, that could be drawn was, that it was 
one of the conſequences of the war, which the Committee 
would have ſeen, had they called for the account for the laſt 
twenty inſtead of the laſt nine years. * 
He came now to a ſubject of a much more ſerious nature. 
He had ſaid before, that things were ſtated as facts in this 
paper, which were not warranted. by the evidence given be- 
fore the Committee, and contained in the Report. How to 
account for the groſs miſ-ſtatement which he was about to 
| 1 5 mention, 
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mention, he was utterly at a loſs. In page 252, they found 
that all the remittances made for the ſervices of the war in 
the Weſt Indies, on the Continent of Europe, in the ifland 


of Corſica, and other diſtant parts of the world, amounted 

during the four laſt years to 33,5 10, %% that the ſums ex- 
pended on the European Continent, diſtinguiſhed from thoſe 

ex pended in other parts of the world, during the ſaid four 


years, including the Imperial loan, and the advances made 


to the Emperor, amounted to 14,988,422l. ; and, laſtly, 


that the ſums paid for all ſorts of military ſervices on the 
Continent, during, the war ending in 1763, amounted to 


20,626,9971. He had to remark in the firſt place, upon 


this ſtatement, and if the authors of the Report meant to 


compare the expences of the preſent war upon the Con- 


tinent with thoſe of the war ending in 1763, the number of 


years ought to have been marked, and then their Lordſhips 


would have found that there had heen expended in the four 
years of the preſent war almoſt as much as had been ex- 


pended in eight years of the former war for it is to be re- 
collected that there is one million to be deducted from the 
20, ooo, col. of expence incurred in the war of 1763, for 
the winding up of the accounts which ſtill remain as a charge 


to be defrayed at the concluſion of the preſent war. This 
was not all: he begged their Lord{hips particularly to re- 


mark that in the account of our Continental expences dur- 


ing the preſent war, the ſums advanced to the Emperor are 
ſaid to be included. It ſo happened, however, that the ac- 
count was accurate only by leaving out the words © including 


the imperial loan and the, advances made to the Emperor.“ 
Theſe ſums appeared in the title, but were excluded from 
the body of the account, ſo that in fact there was an error 
in the total ſum of 5, 5c, oool. For an error ſo palpable 


* 


and groſs he knew not how to account. If it was com- 


' mitted for the purpoſe of deceiving their Lordſhips, and de- 
luding the country, he ſhould feel the ſtrongeſt indignation 


at thoſe who had been the authors of an inſult fo unpardona- 


ble to the good ſenſe of that Houſe and of the nation. If, 
on the other hand, the account was made out according to 
the beſt ability of thoſe by whom it had been *prepared, 
what was he to think of the wretched incapacity of thoſe 


who, preſiding over the affairs of a mighty empire, had not 
the ability to make out a plain account? He left it to their 


Lordſhips to decide whether the error originated in intention 
| pps TG 


A— 


RS 


E N * — — — 
rr — !... — d > — — 


2 at 
* * a 9 rk, + > ö 
2 _ — - 
- _ * ” E * 
q = - : * 2 2 
—_ 32 — 
m3  — wc tl Lo * - 2 * - - i, * - x - = 


— 


— — 
- - / 
4 


2 


* 


2 


> — Sx 
— ng OE” —_—_— 
2 ——— — —— — —— —— — — 
5 — : — 
8 1 * 9 N 8 — 
— — —— — — — — — 


- 2 * * 


* 


112 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [ Loxps, 
or in ignorance; but to one or other of theſe cauſes it muſt be 
imputed. LEE 55 

The next point to which he called the attention of the 
Houſe, was the ſtate of our Exports and Imports, upon which 
great ſtreſs had been laid by the Committee. He reminded 
their Lordſhips, that in the laſt years of the American War, 
the exceſs of the'Exports above the Imports of the country were 
averaged at 6,000,000l. As this exceſs was a natural conco- 
mitant on war, he cautioned the Houſe how they acceded to 
the inference that was drawn from it. Upon this part of what 
is called the Summary of the Report, he had another obſerva- 
tion to make not very favourable to the ingenuouſneſs of thoſe 
by whom it had heen drawn up. But having found out an 
error ſo groſs in a former ſtatement, he might, perhaps, be led 
by this detection to impute to them an intention to deceive 
where there was none. He found that the additional expence 
of nayal ſtores, which certainly was confiderably increaſed in 
time of war, is ſtated as having rendered the balance of com- 
merce leſs favourable to the country. But it ought to have been 
mentioned on the other ſide of the account, that this very cir- 
cumſtance increaſed the exceſs of our exports over our imports. 
The ſhock which public credit had ſuſtained on the preſent 
occaſion was compared to the ſtate of the country in 1783, 
when a ſimilar ſhock was felt, occaſioned by the extenſion of 
commerce, immediately upon the return of peace. But he 
would aſk, whether the country was in the ſame circumſtances 
now, that it was then, and whether a calamity befalling us in 
time of war, could be aſcribed to the ſame cauſe with a diffi- 
culty ſpringing from the concluſion of a peace? Beſides miſ- 
repreſentation and perverſion of facts, he had aſſerted, that in 
a paper annexed to the Report, there was concealment of ma- 
terial parts of the evidence, and here he begged to put one 
finple queſtion to their Lordſhips. If they had deſired their 
Committee to lay before them a ſummary of the evidence, as 
it occurred in the courſe of their enquiry? Perhaps in ſtrict- 
neſs they might have expected a ſummary of every part of that 
evidence; but, if they excuſed the omiffion of any part, would 
it be the moſt material and important? In the Summary, 
however, now before them, he was ſurpriſed to find the moſt 
material parts of the evidence entirely omitted, namely, the 
correſpondence which took place between the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and the DireCtion of the Bank upon the danger 
which would reſult from his perſevering in making remittances 
to foreign powers, and their continuing to make advances to 
Government, To the eyidence upon this ſubject the _— | 
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of the Summary merely refer, without attempting to give the 


ſubſtance of it. It would have been difficult indeed to have 
iven a ſummary of theſe conferences and this correſpondence ; 
for, ſaid the Duke, it is impoſſible to expunge one ſentence 


they contain without expunging a charge againſt the Miniſter, 
It was to this part of the Report, however, to which he begged 
leave to call the-particular attention of the Houſe, as it was 
upon this branch of it that he meant to found his reſolutions. 
In the Summary of the Report, Mr. Ellifon is repreſented as 


aſcribing the ſtoppage of the Newcaſtle Banks to a local alarm, 


ſimilar, as ſtated by that Gentieman, to that in 1793. Now, 
it was to be obſerved, that Mr. Elliſon, on his evidence (as 
appears in page 88 of the Report) repreſented the alarm of 


1793 as originating in the ſtoppage of the banks, or that if the 


preſent alarm was ſimilar to that of 1793, it was the effect and 
not the cauſe of the ſhock that public credit had ſuſtained. In 


his Grace's opinion, that ſhock had been produced, not by 


alarms, but by a combination of different cauſes, many of 
which had exiſted for ſome time back. Upon this part of the 
ſubject he regretted that ſome papers, containing ſtatements of 


were laid before the Committee, had not been publiſhed in 


their Report. Upon the queſtion of the propriety of publiſh- 


ing them after what had happened, he was clearly of opinion, 


that the greater publicity there was given to the affairs of the 


Bank the better, for wherever there was concealinent there 


would be ſuſpicion. In the preſent circumſtances he regretted 

not having theſe papers, the more becauſe he could have ſhewn 
from them the ſtatements contained in the Reports to have 
been falſe. In the Report the caſh of the Bank was faid to 
haye been higher in June than in March, and the greateſt 
drain was repreſented to have taken place in March and june, 
But if theſe papers had been before the Houſe, he would have 
had no difficulty in ſhewing them that a very ſerious drain 
commenced as early as June, 1795; though the Committee 


did not ſtate it as commencing till September, in that year, 


Ho they made out their ſtatement, he knew not., His Grace 


next adverted to the eyidence of Mr. Thornton and Mr. Boyd. 


He had nothing to ſay againſt the credit of theſe Gentlemen, 
but without calling in queſtion their veracity, he might be per- 


mitted to doubt the truth of their ſpeculative opinions; the 
more ſo, as he found that they doubted the truth of them 


themſelves. He found Mr. Boyd dealing in, opinions, which 
certainly were not new, which were much in vogue in France 
at the beginning of the Revolution, and which at that time 

Vo“. III. 1797. 0 — were 
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| have recently befallen it; 
any mea{ure could rotracns it when ruined, which would not 


5 [Lonps, 
were reprobated by the King's Miniſters as leading to inevit- 
able ruin. The ſubſtance of Mr. Boyd's, and Mr. Thornton's 


opinions were, that the difficulties wlich the commercial world 


had experienced, and the ſhock which public credit had ſuſ- 
tained, aroſe from the Bank not extending their diſcounts. To 


the theories of theſe Gentlemen he oppoſed the ſentiments of 


Mr. Adam Smith. Here he again, however, had to complain 
of the authors of the Report for endeavouring to miſlead, One 
would naturally conclude from the Report, that the faCts it 


contained, related to the ſtate of the country at the time the 


Order of Council was iſſued; it was naturally to be expected, 


and there was nothing upon the face of the Report to excite a 


ſuſpicion that it was otherways. He thought it his duty to 
ſtate, however, that the facts there iecorded, related not ta the 


time at which the Order of Council was lace : but to the 


period at which the witneſſes were examined. The reduc- 


tion of the paper in circulation amounted to only one eighth 


from the quantity afloat in 1795. But, even ſuppoling that 
the decreaſe had been greater, he could not perceive how a de- 
creaſe of Notes could produce a decreaſe of cath, though he 


could cally e that a decreaſe of caſh might produce a 


decreaſe of Notes. Mr. Thornton ſaid, that it was the ſame 
thing to the mercantile world whether advances were made by 


the Bank to the Merchants or to Government; and that it 
was only from a ſuperficial view.of things that the Merchants 


formed a different concluſion. His Grace, for one, was wil- 
ling to partake in the Error of the Merchants ; for if he want- 
ed money to carry on his trade, he conceived it would be very 
little comfort to him to be told that the Bank were about to 
lend a million to Government. 
tlemen contradicted their own opinion in what they afterwards 


advanced, reſpecting the unwillingneſs of private Bankers to 
_ diſcount the bills of individuals when money was at a high 


rate of intereſt. He found allo, that the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, if ever he had been a convert to their opinion, had 
now abandoned it, ſince he was for repaying the Bank the ad- 


vances which they had made to Government, with a view, no 
doubt, to relieve from its preſent difficulties. This meaſure 
was an acknowledgment that the repayment of theſe advances 
at an earlier period would have averted the calamities which 
for it was not to be ſuppoſed that 


have ſaved it from ruin, if adopted in time. 
The Duke next adverted to a paſſage in the Report, 


in which he faid an inſinuation, founded upon the ſpeculative 


opinions 


He found alſo that theſe Gen- 
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opinions of Mr. Boyd and Mr. Thornton, had been baſely at- 
tempted to be thrown upon the conduct of the Bank Directors; 
an inſinuation which he did not believe to have been in the 
rough ſketch of the Report, but which had crept into it in its 
more poliſhed form. Having repelled this foul inſinuation, he 
called the attention of their Lordſhips to a paper drawn up by | 
Mr. Winthrop, a Bank Director, containing much found 
ſenſe, and upon which it was certainly infinitely more credi- 
table to act than the airy theory of iſſuing notes to an indefinite 
extent, which would have been productive of tenfold greater 
evils than thoſe which before exiſted. The only other part of 
the Report which remained for him to notice, was that to- 
ward the concluſion, reſpecting alarm ; ſo convinced were the 
Committee that the neceſſity which produced the order of 
Council had nothing to do with alarm as its cauſe, that they - | 
never mention it to the concluſion of the Report. Indeed it 4 
would not have been perfectly conſonant with the theory which ; 
runs through that Report, to have aſcribed the evil to alarm as 
its cauſe, for however much an ill grounded alarm might tend 
to remove caſh from circulation, it could not narrow the circula- | 
of Bank notes, which the theoriſts deſcribed as the only evil in | 
tion exiſtence. The Duke then proceeded to ſtate the'fub- | 
Nance of reſolutions which he meant to propoſe, founded upon 
the correſpondence which had taken place between the Bank | 
Directors and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the tendency. 
of which, on the part of the Bank, was to procure re- payment 
of the advances made by them to Government, and the danger 
which might reſult to the Bank from Government perſiſting 
in its demand for new advances, with diſcharging any part of 
its paſt arrears; and on the part of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to procure new advances from the Bank, by holding 
out to them promiſes of repayment which were no ſooner made 
than violated. His Grace then went through the different 
parts of this correſpondence, commenting upon the reſolutions 
of of the Bank Directors, and the anſwers made to them by the 
11 Chancellor of the Exchequer. He particularly adverted to the 
i reſolution of the Court of Directors of the 11th of February, 
1796, and Mr. Pitt's anſwer to it of that date, in which he 
ee promiſes neither to make any further loan or advance 
to the Emperor, without previouſly conſulting the Bank, while, 
at that very moment, he was ſending money abroad for the 
ſervice of his Imperial Majefty without the authority of Par- 
liament. On the goth of July a reſolution was paſſed by the 
Court of Directors, reminding the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer of his former and repeated promiſe to reduce their ad- 
| „ ES $5 nd C002 0 nes 


— — =" - 


— 


- «© % . 
— Fr — rä——ʒ᷑ĩ/ĩh— WF Bu = = << va 
I EEE Ir SF — I CA I ——— — — — 


16 WOOD FALLS PARLIANTMEARY REPORTS. II. os vs, 
vances as ſpeedily as poſſible, and determining for the future to 
refuſe payment of all Treaſury bills beyond the ſum of 500,0008, 
though that was about the time fixed for the meeting of Parlia- 
ment, the Miniſter perſiſted in concealing from the public the 
real ſtate of their finances. And when Parliament was con - 
vened, inſtead of plainly communicating to the Legiſlature the 
pecuniary embarraſſments of the country, he put into the 


mouth of his Majeſty an expreſſion of ſatisfaction that the tem- 


porary embarraſſments which had been felt were no longer in 
exiſtence, and that the extent and ſolidity of the reſources of 
the nation had triumphed over all the difficulties to which, for 
a period, they had been ſubjected. It was curious alſo to re- 


mark the excuſes which were made by the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer for the violation of his engagement; he firſt forgets 
his promiſe, then thoſe under him do not obey his orders; a 


third time he is obliged to go to Cambridge, and laſt of all the 


Bank gave him too ſhort notice. With reſpect to the conduct 
of the Bank Directors, his Grace thought them culpable in 
not coming to Parliament, and laying before the Legiſlature 
| the means which the Chancellor of the Exchequer took to 
procure money from them. They had done every thing, how- 


ever, which, according to their conceptions, ey could do 


with propriety. 


The Duke of Bedford e with an eloquent appeal to 


their Lordſhips. It remained, he ſaid, for them to decide, 
whether they ſhould paſs a cenſure upon the unprincipled and 
corrupt conduct of Miniiters, or whether they ſhould attempt, 
and a vain and frivolous attempt he aſſured them it would be, 
to ſcreen them from the juſt condemnation which awaited 
them, If they did not ſhew that a weak and incapable Admi- 
niſtration, who after violating every principle of rectitude, and 


outraging the rights of the people, could not eſcape the juſt pu- 


niſnment of their crimes, by holding out the rewards of cor- 
ruption as a bribe for the purchaſe of indemnity, they would be 
participating in their guilt, and would eventually ſhare in their 
diſgrace. If they paſſed a vote of cenſure upon the ruinous 


and deſtructive plans which they had been purſuing, the ſfup- 
port which they had hitherto given them might be imputed to 


error; but if they perſiſted in lending ſupport in defiance of the 
plaineſt proofs of criminality, the plea of error would no longer 
ſerve them. nor could it be recurred to as a plea of defence. He 
called upon them to ſhew the country and the world whether 
they had one ſpark of Britiſh ſpirit in their boſoms; whether they 


were virtuous enough to acknowledge their fau}ts, and brave 


enough toſhake off the fetters of corruption. He invoked them 
to ſhew that they had their children and their poſterity in 


their : 


Mar 1. ] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 117 
their conteraplation, and that they were not regardleſs of 
very thing beyond the paſſing hour. He was aware that 
he might he accuſed of overſtepping the bounds of mode- 
ration; but when he reflected on the character of the pre- 
ſent, Adminfſtration, thoſe deſpoilers of our fortunes! thoſe 
oppreſſors of the poor! thoſe plunderers of the rich !—when 
he ſaw ſome of the greateſt and moſt powerful individuals 
in the kingdom. become the deſpicable agents of veneral par- 
tiſans of a corrupt and deſperate faction, he could not boaſt 
cold - blooded patience, he had no claim to apathy. If 
they thought that they could not reſtrain public opinion by 
chains and fetters, they were miſerably miſtaken, They might 
attempt to ſtop the current of the tide, but he warned them 
that a boiſterous wind might ariſe which would drive it beyond 
its banks and deluge all around. They were called upon by 
the imperious voice of awful and threatening events to rouſe 
from their ſupineneſs, to awake from their torpid ſtate of le- 
thargy. He was ſatisfied there was none in that Houſe who 
diſtruſted the loyalty of the people of this country, but he re- 
minded them that Engliſhmen were born to be free and muſt 
be free. If the Government therefore wiſhed to preſerve its 
authority, it muſt be by reigning not over the will but in the 
hearts of the nation. His Grace after continuing this peroration 
with great warmth and aſperity for ſome more pointed periods, 
fat down, having moved the firſt of the following refolutions: 
1. That it appears to this Houſe that ſubſequent to the month of June, 1795, 
and during the year 1796, a great dimunition was experienced in the ſpecie of the 
Bank of England. | | | : Sn. 19 5 N | 
2. That the Governor and deputy Governor of the Bank, did at various times 
repreſent to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the danger to the Bank from the 


diminution of its ſpecie, particularly at the following periods: 


L1th, | Dec. 1794. 
8 | Oct. Ditto. 
Food 23d, Do. Ditto. 
# 3 4 18th, Nov. Ditto. 
Ka Ge 3d, Dec. Ditto. 
15th, and 16th, Jan. 1796. 
28th, | Do... Do. 
5th, and Sth, 8 Feb. Do. 
rith. 1 Do. Do. 
Sch, 10th, 21ſt, Fab, 1797. | 


3. It appears that during theſe periods the Directors of the Bank frequently re- 
monſtrated with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the magnitude of their ad- 
vances to Government, anxiouſly requiring payment, or a conſiderable reduction 


of the ſame ; but, that nevertheleſs, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, not only 


\ 


neglected 
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neglected to comply with the object of thoſe remonſtrances, but uſually under pre- 


tence of the neceſſity of the public ſervice, renewed his demands for further aid ; 


and that under the exigency of the caſe, as ſtated to them by the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer, the DireQors of the Bank were from time to time induced to con- 


ſent to further accommodation, 


4. That it appears that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 1 ſolicited ſuch 


further accommodation, in the moſt anxious and preſſing terms; declaring, that 


unleſs the Directors of the Bank afforded the aſſiſtance he required. 


it was impoſſible to avoid the moſt ſerious embarraſſment to the public ſervice, 


5. That it appears, that although by theſe means the Directors of the Bank 
were induced to comply with his demands, they generally expreſſed their reJuct- 
ance in ſtrong language; and that they at laſt, that is to ſay, on the 28th of july, 

1796, thought it neceſſary for their own juſtification, to requeſt the Chancellor of 
of the Exchequer to lay before his Majeſty's Cabinet their moſt ſerious and ſolemn 


remonſtrance; in which they declare that, © ſenſible of the alarming and danger- 


ous ſtate of public credit, nothing cou!d induce them to comply with the demand 
then made upon them, but the dread that their refuſal __ be productive of a 


greater evil.“ 
6. That it appears, that during the above period, a conſiderable portion of the 
Bank ad vances was occaſioned by payments of Bills of Exchange drawn on the 


treaſury from abroad. 


7. That it appears that it had ſeldom heed the cuſtom of the Bank of England 


to advance on the account of ſuch bills, more than from 20,000). to 30, oool. and 
that even during the American war ſuch bills never exceeded at any one time the 


ſum of 150, cool. 


The wiſdom of our anceſtors having foreſeen, and provided 


againſt, the miſchief of fimilar advances by a clauſe in an act paſſed in the fifth 


year of Willam and Mary, by which the Governor and company of the Bank of 


England were reſtrained from advancing any ſums of money, other than on ſuch 


funds on which a credit is granted by Parliament. 


8. That it appears, that from and after the year 1793, at which time an act of 
Parliament paſſed, containing a clauſe by which the Directors of the Bank are in- 
indemaified for the advances they had made out of the bills drawn from abroad, 


and exempted in future from the penalties of the ſaid act of William and Mary, 
reſpecting ſuch advances to Government, the amount of treaſury bills paid at the 
Bank continued progreſſively to increaſe, and that between the 1it of January, 1795, 


and the 25th of February, 1797, ſums to the amount of upwards of 15000,0001l, 


where at different periods advanced to Government upon this head. 


9. That it appears, that the Directors of the Bank did, at various times, dur- 
ing the years 1795, 1796, and 1797, apply to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


for repayment of ſuch advances, and repreſented to him the ruinous conſequences 
to themſelves and to the public, of continuing the ſyſtem of making treaſury bills 


payable at the Bank ; and that they even declared they conceived it to be © an uncon- 


charter to conſent to.“ 


ſtitutional mode of "ae money, and what they were-not warranted by their 


10. That 


9 
* * 
+ We 


Mar 151 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 116 
10. That it appears that the Chancellor of the Exchequer did, at various times, 
in that period, undertake to reduce the advances on that head, within the ſum of 
5 500,0001, and likewiſe fo to arrange his pay ments as to put an end to the aceount; 
„ but that, nevertheleſs, the ſaid promiſes never were kept by him, and that the ad- 
vances on treaſury bills, on the 28th February, 1797, amounted to 1 619,049). 
amount than ever were known in the moſt expenſive wars in which this country 
has been involved, have taken place ſince the year 1793. | | 

12. That the extent of ſuch remittances, occaſioned at ſo early a erich as the 


end "of the year 1794, and the beginning of the year 1795, great alarms in the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer ; and that on the 3d December, 1795, the court of 


a loan of no importance or inconvenience to them.” 

gland, his opinion of the neceſſity of further aſſiſting the Emperor, promiſed to take 
no ſtep in that buſineſs without previouſly communicating to them his intention. 

mouſly the following reſolutions :— 


take place, it will in all probability prove fatal to the Bank of England.” 


mitous conſequences they may follow thereupon.” | 
To which reſolution, when communicated to him, the Chabeeller of the Ex- 
chequer returned for anſwer, © That, after the repeated i intimation which he had 


moment of alarm, and that he ſhould confider them in that light.“ 


he gave the Governors, &c. of the Bank to underſtand that he was bound by pro- 


make any remittance either to his ſaid en Majeſty, or W for eign Prince, 


11. That it appears to this Houſe that foreign remittances to a much larger 


minds of the DireQors, which they had at various periods communicated to the 


Directors, under the apprehenſion that it was intended to grant a further loan to 
the Emperor, came to a reſolution by which they declared their unanimous opinion, 
that ſhould ſuch a loan take place, it would be ““ moſt fatal in its conſequences to 
the Bink of England.” That they communicated ſuch reſolution to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, who aſſured them“ He ſhould lay afide all thoughts of it, 
unleſs the ſituation of things relative to the Bank ſhould ſo alter as to render ſuch | 


13. That on the 5th of February, 1796, the Chanceller of the Exchequer, after 

ſtating, in converfation with the Governor and Deputation from the Bank of En- 
14. Thaton the 11th February, 1796s.” the mon of the Bank _ unani- 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Court, founded upon et experience of 
the effects of the late Imperial loan, that, if any further loan or advance of money 


to the Emperor, or to any other foreign ſtate, ſhould in the preſent Rate of affairs 


« The Court of Directors, therefore, do moſt earneſtly deprecate the adoption 4 | 
any ſuch meaſure, and they ſolemnly proteſt againſt any one for the cala | 


given to the Governor, &c. of the Bank, that no further loan to the Emperor 
would be reſolved on without previous communication with the Bank, he did not 
ſee any reaſon for theſe reſolutions; that he did ſuppoſe they were adopted in a 


15. That, both fiom the general tenor of the ſaid anſwer and from its particular 
reference to the ſubſtance and matter of the reſolutions then communicated to him, 


miſe to them to negociate no loan for the ſervice of his Imperial Majeſty, nor to 


under 
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under any pretence whatſoever, without previouſly communicating ſuch his inten- 
tion to the Bank of England; That the Directors ſo underſtood him, and that, 
_ impreſſed with that belief they abſtained from making any futher remonſtrance on 

this ſubject. Was 12 e 

16. That nevertheleſs the Chancellor of the Exchequer for ſome time prior to 


[Lon ps, 


February 11, 1796, clandeſtinely remitted, and did for ſeveral months ſubſequent, 
clandeſtinely remit his ſaid Imperial Majeſty, and other foreign Princes, large fums 


of money, in defiance of his repeated promiſes, and in violation of his ſolemn en- 


gagement with the Bank of England, and conſequent upon their refolution of the 
 Iith February. „ | 5 | 
157. That it appears that if the ſaid advances of the Bank to Government had 


been paid off when required, or conſiderably reduced, the Bank would have been 


enabled to reduce, if expedient, the amount of its outſtanding notes; and that 
ſuch option would have been of eſſential ſervice to its intereſts, | | 
18. That it appears from the evidence of the Governor and deputy Governor of 
the Bank, that if the ſaid advances had been paid off when required, or confiderably 
reduced, the Bank would have been enabled to give more extended aid to the mer- 
cantile intereſt of Great Britain in the way of diſcount. F 
19. That it appears that if the advances on Treafury bills had been paid off 
when required, and as the Chancellor of the Exchequer had promiſed, and the fo- 
reign remittances abſtained from, as the Chancellor of the Exchequer had likewiſe 
promiſed, there would have exiſted no neceſſity for ſuſpending the due and ordinary 
courſe of the Bank payments in caſh, —— 1 | MK 
20. That it appears to this Houſe, upon an attentive examination of the evi- 
dence reported by the Secret Committee, upon a minute peruſal of the correſpon- 
dence between the Governor and Directors of the Bank of England, and the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, during the years 1795, 1796, and 1797; and after a 


thorough review of the whole circumſtances of the caſe, that the neglect of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in diſcharging or ſufficiently diminiſhing the amount 


of the ſums advanced to Government by the Bank of England, his perſeverance in 
directing Treaſury bills of Exchange, to an amount unexampled to be paid at the 
Bank, his frequent promiſes and conſtant breach of thoſe promiſes to reduce their 
amount within the ſum of 5co0,005l. and that enormous amount of his remittances 
to foreign Princes in loans and ſubſidies, were the principal and leading cauſes 


which produced the neceſſity for the Order of Council on the 26th of February | 


lat. 8 5 „ 5 
The Earl of Liverpool ſaid, that the ſubject upon which 
he was now to addreſs their Lordſhips was attended with 
difficulty. He did not mean, nor had he ſtrength to enter 


into great detail as he could not go through it with the ac- 


curacy, nor adorn the concluſion of his ſpeech with the elo- 


- quence that the noble Duke poſſeſſed. He hoped, however, 
to be able to ſatisfy them that they ought not to agree to the 


reſolution 
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which had been propoſed. With regard to the conſtitution 
of the Committee, to which the noble Duke objected, he 
would anſwer that it was neceſſary and proper that they 
ſhould be enabled to have before them every thing connected 
with its inveſtigation on all ſides and in every view; as to 
the conduct of it, could any charge be advanced? Was ever 
any queſtion refuſed, was ever any demand for accounts ne- 
gatived? On the contrary, he could venture to ſay, that ne- 
ver was the conduct of a Committee more candid, more fair, 
and more impartial. The noble Duke ſaid too, that a great 
part of his charge was directed perſonally againſt the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, yet this culprit had been examined 
upon oath before the Committee; the firſt inſtance, in this 
country at leaſt, whatever might be the proceedings of fo- 
reign tribunals, in which a party accuſed was deſired to give 
evidence againſt himſelf in any Court, or before a Magiſ- 
trate; indeed a practice of that ſort was directly contrary to 
the radical principles of the law of England. With regard 
to the Summary alluded to, he was ſure that nothing could 
be expreſſed with greater candour and modeſty than it evinced. 
That the diminution of Bank notes, according to the noble 
Duke's poſition, would encreaſe the quantity of ſpecie, was 
abſurd ; that it might decreaſe the demand for them was the 
only view in which the obſervation was intelligible. But to 
come more immediately to the ſubjeR in diſcuſſion, and to 
the charges which had been made againſt the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. And to elucidate what he had'to ſay on that 
point, his Lordſhip deſired the Clerk might read the minutes 
of the Court of Directors in 1795, the anſwers of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer on the Imperial loan. in 1795 and 
1796, the reſolutions of the Committee of Treaſury, dated 
Feb. 11, 1796, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer's fur- 
ther anſwer. Theſe having been read, his Lordſhip ſaid; 
As to the effect of the advances to the Emperor, it appeared, 
from the evidence contained in the Report,” that the Bank 
had, at different times, made application to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, ſtating the danger which they, apprebend- 
ed from the. continuance of foreign remittances. A di- 
rect anſwer was given to the two firſt, ſtating, in reply 
to their inquiries concerning any Imperial loan, that no Im- 
perial loan-ſhould be brought forward. To the third appli- 
cation, which mentioned both loan and advances, the an- 
ſwer contained information that there was to be no loan, 
but it never was to be conſidered as implying an engagement 
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beyond what it expreſſed. Certainly no ſuch engagement 
was thought io be incurr d by the Chancellor of the Exch. 
quer himſolf. Mr. Raikes, and others, did not underſtand _ 
this to be an engagement to make no advances. Conſe- 
quently there was no room for the charge of breach of faith 
which was urged upon this point. 
Ihe noble Duke was inaccurate in the facts which he 
ſtated as the conſequences of this meaſure. No bills drawn 
for theſe advances were received till July, yet the rate of 
exchange from October that year, till March following, roſe 
very conſiderably in our favour. Mr. Giles too admitted in 
his evidence, that the advances, conducted as they were, 
could not produce any material effect. The great queſtion, 
however, is, did the loan and advance to the Emperor pro- 
duce the effect of diſabling the Bank to continue its money- 
payments? Compare the ſums ſent to the Continent this 
war with the ſums ſent thither in the four laſt years of the 
war, ending in 1763. It appeared from the Report, that 
14,918, oool. had been remitted to the Continent this war; 
during the period alluded to there were 15 millions. Could 
this country aſſord to do this 30 years ago, and in its preſent 
ſitnation could the effects of the ſame meaſure be fo diſ- 
aſtrous? Were we leſs able now to ſuſtain ſuch a charge? On 
the contrary, from the ſtate of the exports and imports, and 
every other ciiterion of proſperity, there was no reaſon to 
believe that a remittance to double the amount which had 
taken place during this war could, in the encreaſed wealth 
and commerce, and encreaſing balance of trade in our favour, 
have been attended with ſuch effects. It was proved that 
the balance of trade was, for the laſt four years, at an ave- 
rage of ten millions a year. The whole remittances out of 
the country had been 32 millions, the whole balance for the 
ſame four years of the war had been 42 millions. Was it 
potlible then that the ſtoppage of the Bank could be afcribed 
to the effect of the Imperial remittances? To employ the 
enemies armies abroad for the ſecurity of this country, had 
ever been conſidered our true policy by the greateſt Miniſters 
who had guided the affairs of this country. Lord Godol- 
phin, Mr. Pelham, and the immortal father of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer (the late Earl of Catham). Had the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the preſent ſtate of the 
country any reaſon to apprehend danger from purſuing the 
ſame meaſures of policy ? Certainly not; and to acquit him 
of the charge now brought againſt him did not require = 
the 


W A WOODPALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 123 


they ſhould be bound by the ſhackles of corruption, but that 
they ſhould impartially exerciſe their own . With 
regard to the effect of the advances by the Bank to Govern- 


ment, he had to obſerve, in the firſt place, that a very con- 


ſiderable ſum had been ſtated as advances by the Bank which, 
in fact, did not belong to them, but was the amount of un- 


claimed dividends which had been taken for the public ſer- 


vice. But the advances to Government were by no means 
unprecedented in their amount. In the year 1780 they were. 
10 900,c00l. ſomewhat higher than in 1797; in the year 
1793 they were only an hundred thouſand pounds leſs. The 


Bank too muſt, be able to make advances in proportion to 


the general proſperity of commerce and extent of wealth. 
Our commerce, however, was nearly double what it was in 
1782 and 17837 was | it poſſible, then, that this advanct could © 
produce effects fo ferions as to ſuſpend the money-payments 


of the Bank? Or in circumſtances now ſo much more 'fa- 


vourable, had the Chancellor of the Exchequer any reaſon / 
to dread the effect that took place? A great part of the cauſe 
to which the ſtoppage and the diſtreſs was to be aſcribed, he 


imputed to thetencreaſed demand for diſcounts ariſing from 


a part of the law which he thought required to be altered. 
It was the AR 12th of Queen Anne, which was thought to 
prohibit diſcounts done at more than 5 per cent. The f 


conſequences were obvious. In time of peace, when mo- 
ney could be obtained for leſs than 5 per cent. people 


were willing to lay out their capital in diſcounts. In 


times of embarraſsment, however, more could be made by 


other ſpeculations, and in theſe ſuch capitals were then em- 


ployed. This neceſſarily occaſioned a great demand for diſ- 
counts; and when 12 per cent. could be made of the money 


which could be raiſed by diſcounts at 5 per cent. the temp 
tation to raiſe it in this manner could eaſily be conceived. 
He had converſed with the late Lord Mansfield upon this 


ſubject, who entirely diſapproved of the law of the 12th of 
Queen Anne. Indeed he ſaw no reaſon why money, like 
every other commodity, ſhould not be allowed to find its 
own level and its own price. At Hamburgh he had bond... 5 
informed the advantages of open and unreſtrained: tranſac<" 


tions upon this head were greatly felt. To the bad effect of 
the limitation upon the head of uſury in this country, he 
was inclined to aſcribe the ſituation in which the Bank had, 


been placed, and the depreciation which Government ſecu- 


rities experienced. This evil was likewiſe to be imputed in 
292 5 — 5 yy a great 
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a great meaſure to alarm. Country Bank notes were the 
chief circulation in the country, and theſe, in the moment 
of alarm, produced a run upon the Bank of England, the 
reſervoir of the caſh of the kingdom. What the effect of 
alarm would be it was eaſy to conceive. The public circu- 
lation of the kingdom was about 34 millions; it was not to be 
expected that caſh to the amount of 11 millions, the amount 
of Bank notes, was conſtantly to be kept. Under an alarm 
producing a demand for caſh upon the ſcale of a very ex- 
' tended paper circulation, it mult be impoſſible that caſh could 
| be obtained to anſwer the general demand, He recol- 
lected the effects which, in different inſtances, ſuch alarms 
| had produced i in 1704, in conſequence of great bankruptcies 
at Amſterdam, Hamburgh, &c. the failure of the Ayr Bank, 
and the difficulties of the country banks in 1792. Three of 
| the inſtances that occurred to him happened in times of pro- 
found peace. This alarm then was to be conſidered, in a 
conſiderable degree, as the cauſe of the difficulties of the 
Bank for ſpecie. To impute it to the effect of the gradual 
advances made to the Emperor upon the immenſe circulation 
of this country, was altogether abſurd. The great capital 
lately laid out in canals, incloſures, and other. improvements, 
proved at once the extent of the commerce and wealth of the 
country, and ſhewyed how ſuch operations might, in times of 
embarraſsment, preſs. upon the general circulation of the 
country, and encreaſe the difficulty which was before expe- 
rienced. In the former alone nearly eight millions had been 
employed, and he ſhould refer their Lordſhips, when he 
mentioned the capitals inveſted; in public undertakings, to 
an advertiſement which then appeared in the newſpapers for 
raiſing no leſs a ſum than 800,000. for the improvement 
of the port of London. His Lordſhip. concluded a. very able 
| ſpecch by appealing to the Houſe, whether the application 
of ſuch large capitals did not preſs very ſeverely on the circu- 
lation of ſpecie, and whether it was not in reality a, great 
cauſe of the diſtreſs complains. off ? He chen moved the 
previous queſtion. 
Lord Hay (Carl of Kinnoul) declares that BY thought the 
noble Earl, who preceded. him in the debate, had: fo fully 
| anſwered the noble. 0 that little could be. added to his 


enter- - 
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_ enterprize and ſpeculation unknown to former times. This 
ſpirit had much prevailed, and had increaſed daily ſince the | 
period of the laſt peace in the year 1783. And when by 
any ſudden accident thoſe ſpeculations were deſtroyed, it pro- 
duced a momentary ſtagnation, and effects ſuch as we be. 
held. To know the exact ſituation of a country it was not 
merely neceſſary to know its "preſent ſituation, but alſo to 
compare it with what it formerly was. His Lordſhip then 
entered into the detail of the Yorkſhire manufaQories for 
cloths, by which it appeared, that the trade had been in a 
progreſſive ſtate of increaſe for the laſt twenty-ſeven years. 
His Lordſhip alluded alſo to the country Banks, the failure 
of which, he thought, was the grand cauſe of the Bank ſtop- 
Sr TT TT pro eee: 
Ihe Earl of Guildford owned that he had not till lately turned 
the ſubject much in his mind, but though” he had but lately 
turned his thoughts to it, he found himſelf obliged to contro- 
vert ſome of the opinions of a perſon of the noble Eatl's talents, 
knowledge and experience upon queſtions of this nature, aud 
the opinions of a Gentleman of ſuch high reſpe ctability and 
character as Mr. Thornton; and of another Gentleman, like- 
wife of great reſpectability, but whoſe ſpeculations, if he was 
rightly informed, had not always proved well founded. Be- 
fore entering on the queſtion, he would ſay a word as to the 
act of Council itſelf. Whatever might” be the neceſlity of,. 
continuing the order in Council, he doubted the neceſſity of... 
originally iſſuing it. He thought that the Bank might have 
been enabled to go on, or if obliged at laſt to ſtop, it would. 
have been better that it had ſhut up the doors and ſhewn to 
the public, that its ſtoppage aroſe from its own want of caſh, 
inſtead of its being proved that this event aroſe from the wants 
of the Government. Extraordinary and extravagant as the 
ſuggeſtion might appear it poſſibly might have ſtrengthened their: 
future credit, or at leaſt not injured it ſo materially as he feared 
the order of Council would in the end be found to do. The. 
Bank themſelves had expreſsly declared that they were of opi- 
nion that the Imperial loan had produced the ſcarcity of their 
caſh, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer had no reaſon to 
diſtruft their authority. The advances had effected the rate of 
Exchange, and from experience of the paſt, there was every 
reaſon to apprehend the bad effects of ſuch drains, The . 
had repeatedly demanded of Government repayment of their 
advances. It was one of the reſources to which they truſted for 
extricating them from their embarraſsment, and they had been 
deceived by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Had his pro- 
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miſes been kept, they would have been enabled to go on. The 
advances om Exchequer Bills was moſt objected to, and when 
the wiſe regulations of our anceſtors, by which the advances of 


the Bank were reſtrained, were repealed by a ſurreptitious 


clauſe in a Loan Bill, the ot became more apparent. That the 
Loan and advances to the Emperor, and advances to Govern- 


ment were the cauſes of the ſtoppage of the Bank, could ſcarce- 


ly be doubted. It had been ſaid by a great man, the author 


and approver of the war, (Mr. Burke), that the votes of Parlia- 
were contrary to their opinions. He hoped they would re- 


ſcue themſelves from this imputation, and ſhew that their votes 


were regulated by their opinions. It was impoſſible to doubt 
the cauſe of the cataſtrophe of the Bank. They ſhould con- 
ſider whether they could avoid a deciſion by 5 the pre- 
vious queſtion which he admitted was a fair way of getting rid 
of reſolutions which were ſome of them truiſms. At a time 


like that party prejudice. and partiality ſhould be ſacrificed 
to their own dignity, and to the public intereſt. _ 


Lord Auckland faid, that the noble Earl who ſpoke ord g 


in the debate, had diſcuſſed all the principal points in queſtion, 


with ſo much detail and perſpicuity, as to make it unneceſſary | 
to revert to them. He would therefore confine himſelf to ſome . 
incidental remarks. | 


The noble Duke bad begun his ſpeech TORN rede of 


| indignation, that men liable to impeachment if there was 
Ino neceſſity for the meaſure of the 26th Feb. had been ap- 


c pointed lords Committees to inveſtigate that neceſſity.“ 


It was for the preſent a ſufficient anſwer to the objection, that 


it was not applicable to the Committee whoſe report was now 
under diſcuſſion. But it became material to contraſt this de- 
licacy of judicial principles with the noble Duke's ſubſequent 
expreſſions, and with the conduct which he had purſued. 
T he noble Duke had proceeded to ſtate, that *he ſhould charge 

perſonally ſeveral acts on the Chancellor of the Exchequer 

«| ghly diſgraceful indeed ;?* and that “ hardly one ſentence 
66 55 be expunged from the papers on the table without 
c expunging a charge againſt the Miniſter.“ And yet the 


noble Duke had thought proper to call that ſame Miniſter be- 


fore the Committee, and to examine him upon oath as to 
ſeveral points on which the ſuppoſed charges are founded. 


(Lord Auckland here ſtated ſome of the queſtions alluded to, 


when he was interrupted by the Duke of Leeds, who deſired 


that the clerk might read the anſwers alſo ; which having been 


done, Lord Auckland proceeded to ſay, (that the anſwers of 
the Chancellor of the ARE had been given widhout re- 
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ſerve and without reluctance: and if he (Lord Auckland) 


were now to be aſked, why he, as a member of the Committee 
had acquieſced and concurred in ſuch a proceeding, he would 


readily reply, that having from the firſt no doubts as to the 
purity, propriety and wiſdom of the Miniſter's conduct in the 


tranſactions with the Bank, he felt no diſpoſition to object to 
interrogatories, which might tend to throw light on that con- 


duct, and on the whole buſineſs connected with it. 


He would now entreat the attention of the Houſe to a few ; 
obſervations on the principal heads of crimination, which the 


noble Duke had brought forwards; and firſt with reſpect to 
the Bank advances to Government. The magnitude cf thoſe 


advances had been ſtrongly reprehended : they had not how- 


ever been grater than in ſome periods of the late war: they had 


not been ſecret ; they had in every ſeſſion been ſubject to parlia- 


mentary diſcuſſion. They had been occaſioned by expences 
frequently impoſſible to have heen foreſeen in the wide and com- 


plicated ſervices of a war juſt and neceſſary; but at the ſame 
time highly difficult and dangerous. A fair and attentive pe- 


ruſal of the communications on this ſubject between the Direc- 


tors of the Bank and the Chancellor of the Exchequer would 
ſhew, that there does not exiſt even a pretence to impute to the 
latter either duplicity of conduct, or ambiguity of language, or 
a culpable want of foreſight. Still however the magnitude ot 


the Bank advances was open to ſome doubts which might 


deſerve conſideration. 29 555 
Are thoſe advances an improvident mode of borrowing for 


the public ſervice, provided that they can be furniſhed with- 
out occaſioning a miſchievous drain of caſh from the Bank, 
or a prejudicial reſtriction of commercial diſcounts? The 
anſwer was obvious and indiſputable. He would ſuppoſe the 
average amount of the Bank advances to be ten millions 
ſterling. The intereſt payable will be Foo, ogol. a year. 
Let it next be ſuppoſed that a loan is created to pay off the 
whole. The charge of ſuch a loan will not be leſs than fix 
per cent. or 600,200]. a year; to which muſt be added one 
per cent. more for the ſinking fund: and thus taxes muſt he 
found and brought forwards to produce 700,000. a year in 
_ the midſt of the general preſſure of the war; and in the war 


price of the funds, a capital of twenty millions muſt be given 


for the ten millions borrowed. It was ſuperfluous to dwell 
further on the detriment reſulting to the public from ſuch 


an operation. { 


Have the Bank advances to Government contributed to the 
reſtriction of commercial diſcounts? He was willing to allow 
hat. in ſome degree, they may have had that effect; but cer- 

4 CE | tainly 


— 95 


64> > — 


2 — 
4 — 
— ———— - 
— 


5 
„„ 
— 


— 


———ů —pk —̃— 


— . .. —.— 


128  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Lon pe, 

| 5 tainly in a ſmall proportion to the amount of the advances, 

Which are to be conſidered as a large diſcount made to one diſ- 

| counter, and thereby diſtributed through: the general channels 

[ of circulation to bankers and to others, who muſt otherwiſe 

have been ſupplied by diſcounts immediately from the Bank. 

| Mr. Henry Thornton, of whom and of whoſe evidence it was 

| difficult to {peak in terms of adequate feſpect, had explained 

that matter with great accuteneſs. Farther light had been 

thrown upon it, and upon the whole ſubject of diſcounts, by 

the very able and intelligent evidence of Mr. Boyd, In point 
of fact the diſcounts to the Merchants were occaſionally at the 

_ higheſt, when the advances to Government were alſo at the 

i higheſt, In one ſenſe only can ſuch advances be more-incon- 
| venient to the Bank than commercial diſcounts: The latter, 
whether in caſh or by bills, are more immediately under the 
command of the Bank, being returnable at periods never ex- 
ceeding ſixty-three days. Tong egos” 

Would the drain of caſh, and the conſequent failure at the 

Bank have heen avoided, if the advances to Government had 

l been leſs? From the fulleſt conviction of his mind, he could 

* decide that queſtion in the negative. Some of the Directors, 

indeed, ſeemed to maintain a different opinion; but their opi- 
nion was founded on the ſuppoſition of contracting the deal- 

1 ings of the Bank, and the iſſue and circulation of Bank Notes 

= within limits, which (even by the avowal of-thoſe Gentlemen) 

4 would have oecaſioned a general exploſion and confuſion in all 

1 the commercial intereſts and tranſactions. Thus Mr. Giles 

4 had ſtated to the Committee of the Lords—That * In Fe- 

I * bruary, 1797, when the Bank Notes in circulation were 

1 1 (only) 8, So, oo0l. if 3, Foo, oool. of the Government 

„„ advances had been paid off, the Directors would have 

thought it uſeful to reduce the Bank Notes in circulation 
& to 5,000,000). rather than have riſqued the large drains of 
« caſh that enſued.“ He allowed at the fame time, That 
« the quantity of Bank Notes in circulation at that period was 

lower than in many former periods of the. laſt five years, 

_ *. owing to the drains of caſh, and to the reſtrictions in diſ- 
counts which the Directors thought proper to make.” He 
farther admitted, that ** a reſtriction of the Bank Notes in 
„ circulation to 5,000,000]. would have cauſed a convulſion 
4 and diſtreſs in the extenſive commercial concerns of the 
& kingdom.” But he added that Of two evils, the Direc- 
« tors would have taken the leaſt.” The evil to be incurred 
was the general convulſion of commerce (and of public credit) 

the evil to b avoided was the temporary embarraſſment of the 

Bank. Lord Auckland was willing to believe that ſuch ex- 

en EY pfreeſſions 
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preſſions had been unguardedly uſed; they certainly ſeemed to 
imply, that it had been in contemplation to reduce the Bank 
Notes in circulation to the paltry amount of 5,000,000]. ; 
paltry certainly, when compared to the exigencies of this great 
and rich Metropolis. It was the preciſe ſum which previous to 
the late troubles, the Caiſſe d'eſcompte at Paris had kept in 
full circulation for the interior concerns of that city. The 
noble Duke in his ſpeech had ſeemed to approve theſe doc- 
trines of Mr. Giles, and had adverted to poſitions of a fimilar _ 
kind, ſtated by Mr. Winthorp, in his evidence before the 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons. As an individual 
© Director (ſaid that Gentleman) „I have for the laſt two 
years conſtantly recommended the diminiſhing both our ad- 
„ vances to Government and our diſcounts, fo as at all events 
( (hort of an univerſal run) to ſecure the ſafety of the Bank. 
] thought the Bank ought never to be in danger.” It might 
be ſufficient to oppoſe to ſuch doctrines, the plain and convincing 
language of the preſent reſpeCtable Governor of the Bank*(Mr. 
Raikes) : that Gentleman on being aſked by the Committee, 
whether, if the repayment of advances had been made in the 
manner and at the time abovementioned, he would have ad- 
viſed the Bank to reſtrict their circulation of Bank Notes to 
5,000,0001. anſwered, ** By no means; ſuch a reſtriction was 
„never in idea, nor could the circulation of the country do 
e / Td er 
And ſurely it would have been a groſs and criminal abuſe | 
of the monopoly enjoyed by the Bank, if the Directors had 
reſtricted their dealings at the period when the increaſed de- 
mands of commerce, of manufactures, of public improvements, 
ot public credit, and of the ſtate, were all calling for an ex 
tention of theſe dealings. Was it poſſible for the Bank. in ſuch 
a moment, to have acted as an inſulated ſelfiſh eſtablibment, 
which is to take care of itlelf only, regardleſs of every confi» 
deration that may affect the reſt of- the kingdom? If in any 
reſpect ſuch principles operated, as to diſcount; or notes in cir- 
culation, or advances on loans. They were pro tanto cauſes 
of the depreciation of the public ſecurities, of the embarraſſ- _ 
ments and diſtruſts which took place in the general circula- 
tion, and of the other evils which have ſince followed. 
The next charge made by the noble Duke related to a pro- 
miſe aſſerted to have been given by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to the Bank, not to make the remittances to the Em- 
peror, which had taken place with ſome degree of ſecrecy in 
1796, But ſurely the Directors of the Bank had noright to 
call upon one of the King's Miniſters for a ſpecific engage- 
Vol. III. 1797. 6! LISLE Ss © 48 0 
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ment, as to the uſe to be made of a ſum given by a Vote of 
Credit! in Parliament for the purpoſes of the war. The Direc- 
tors would have ſtrangely miſapprehended their own duties if 
they had made any ſuch attempt. What then were the facts? 
The Directors intreat the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
make no new loan to the Emperor. His anſwer was, that no 
new loan ſhould be propoſed without their being previouſly 
appriſed of it. A month afterwards they again apply to him, 
not to propole any farther Loan, ** or to make advance of mo- 
* ney to the Emperor.” His anſwer was, that no farther 
Loan ſhould be refolved on without previous communica- 
tion with the Bank.” Here then two requeſts are made to 
him: he gives an anſwer to the one, and preſerves an entire 
filence as to the other, Nothing more is ſaid as to the other 
requeſt till five months afterwards; when the Directors of the 
Bank diſcover that private remittances were beginning to be 
made to the Emperor. The Governor and Deputy Governor 
ſtate in their evidence, that they then mentioned their ſuſpicion 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who gave no anſwer, but 
by his countenance feemed to aſſent to it. They both agree, 
that if the remittances were neceſſary, it was beneficial to the 
Public to make them ſecretly. And Mr. Raikes adds, that 
Hie did not look upon it, that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
6 quer thought himſelf obliged to conſult the Bank on ad. 
„ vances to foreign powers of 50 or 100, oool. at a time.” 
Such was the plain ſtate of a tranſaction which is now repre- 
ſented as a ſcene of deceit and perfidy! It was not immaterial 
to add, that under the mode of remittance adopted, the Ex- 
changes roſe in favour of this country, and continue to be in 
favour of it. 

The noble Duke quitting theſe pekte charges, had in- 
dulged himſelf in ſome general remarks on the expences of 
the war. The anſwer was obvious; but it would be a taſk 
at leaſt ſuperfluous, to recur to old demonſtrations of the 

juſtice and neceſſity of the expenſive ſtruggle in which we 
are engaged. Declamations and unreaſonable clamour on 
the truiſms, connected with loans and taxes, might be raiſed 
in corners; but the mind of the noble Duke was ſurely 
much ſuperior to ſuch conſiderations. In the mean time, 
| whatever may be the reſult of our ſeveral continental al- 
liances, it is a ſubject of fair pride and of conſolation (and 
will be honourable to the country in future hiſtory) to have 
maintained. a generous and unſhaken faith to our alles even 
to the laſt hour. 
Lord Auckland proceeded i to fay, that he would not at- 
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tempt to develope the cauſes of the late drain of caſh from 


the Bank : thoſe ciuſes are amply detailed in the printed 
report of the committee. The inveſtigation had made a 
molt ſatisfactory impreſſion on his mind. It had convinced 


him, that the national wealth is at preſent indiſputably 
greater than it was at the commencement of the war. 


He wiſhed to be underſtood as ſpeaking of wealth and not of 


money. The latter may be paper or metals, or any other ſub- 


ſtance, according to the common conſent and convenience 
of the nations which employ it; but it is the circulating 


ſign only of wealth, and is not wealth. With reſpect 


however to caſh and büllion, he ſaw no reaſon to believe 


that there is leſs at this hour in the kingdom than there was 
four years ago. The evidence now before the Houſe would 


ſhew, that the general demand for caſh had increaſed. and 
muſt neceſſarily have produced a drain from the Bank. 
Alarms and other impreſlions had led the country Banks to 


reſtrict their notes, and had induced individuals to make 
| hoards of caſh. In a kingdom ſo populous and fo opulent 
as this, a general call for ſmall ſums will create a rapid, | 
demand to a great amount, and beyond the intinediate power 
of the National Bank, which is alſo a hoard ; but with this 
diſtinction, it is an Kool ble hoard. From theſe conſidera- 


tions, from the particulars ſtated in the minutes of evidence, 


and from remarking the periods of the different drains of 


caſh from the Bank, it was a fact nearly capable of demon- 
ſtration that the coin of the kingdom had not been carried 


away. A reference to the table of exchanges would ſhew 


to their Lordſhips, that during the period from September 


1792 to March 1793, caſh and bullion could not be ſent. 


out of the kingdom without great loſs to the exporter : it 
might be aſſumed, therefore, without fear of contradiction, 
that none was at that time ſent out of the. kingdom : and 


yet, during that period, the drain of caſh from the Bank, 
occaſioned by ſodie alarms and ſome commercial difficulties, 
was greater than at any ſubſequent period. It would alſo 


appear from the table of Exchanges, that during the twelve 


months from February 1796 to February 1797, when the 


drain of caſh from the Bank preyailed with ſuch alarming 


_ rapidity, the courſe of Exchange was too high for the ex- 
port of bullion 3 and in the latter part of the period, had 
been even high enough to bring it in. 
Faving now eſtabliſhed that the caſh drawn from the Bank 
had not been ſent out of the kingdom, but that it had deen 


applied partly to the increaſed demands of commerce, ma- 


3 men, 
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who had felt alarms and diſtruſt; he wiſhed their Lordſhips 


wealth of the kingdom, which had enabled us to ſupply all 


than equal to the drain above ſtated.. The explanations, 


diſcharged; the current balance due to the country upon 
of exchange was ſo high, that money was now flowing in 
a full tide into the kingdom. But what was the farther in- 


the actual circumſtances of the war upon the continent; by 


contrary there. is reaſon to believe, if we are true to our- 
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nufactures, internal improvements, and the . ſcale 
of general expence, and partly to the hoards of individuals 


to advert to the conſolatory inference of the accumulating 


the foreign remittances for the purpoſes of the war, and 
yet at this hour to have the courſe of exchange more-fayour- 
able than it was at the commencement of the war. It 
might be colleQed from the papers upon, the table, that the 
extraordinary remittances to foreign countries and to our 
diſtant ſettlements in the laſt four years, had not been leſs 
than nine millions annually, beyond, what had been uſual 
In a period of peace: in order to preclude. cavils, he would 
ſtate it at ten millions annually. On the other hand it ap- 
peared from the evidence of Mr. Irving, that the balance 
derived from our commerce, and from our Eaſt and. Weſt 
India ſettlements and fiſheries, had been conſiderably more 


daft by Mr. Irving were ſo accurate and ſo, intelligent, 
at they required no collateral ſupport; but there happened 
in this inſtance, to be a circumſtance of irrefragable teſti⸗ 
mony in their favour. All the foreign remittances had been 


its long credit, was increaſed by our inereaſed commerce; 
and at the clofa of ſo momentous an operation, the. courſe. 


ference? the foreign remittances of the current year, by 


the meafures taken to reduce the expences in our iſlands ; 

and by the bountiful ſupply of grain which providence had. 
given to us, may be conſidered as reduced to the extent 
of five or ſix millions: and yet the current balance of our 
commerce remains without probable diminution. On the 


ſelves, if we oy the ſenſe and ſpirit to ſee and to maintain 
our own eſſential intereſts, that our commerce will this, year 
be more flouriſhing than ever.. 
"It was with relus ance, that he quitted this post of his 5 
ſubject. He might perhaps find oc aſion to revert to it in 
the reſent ſeſſion. "He was ſolicitous, that the country. 
ſhould know its own means and reſources. A juſt conh- . 
dence.,in thole- means and reſources, with energy, order, 
and e in the publie Sendußk., cculd - nne fail to 
67 elevate 
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elevate us above all preſent difficulties, and to lead to the 
attainment of a ſecure and honourable peace. 

The Duke of Leeds roſe to apologiſe to the noble Lord 
for having interrupted. him; and although it had not been 
his intention to have taken any part in the debate, as he 
was upon his legs, he muſt ſay, he felt the utmoſt ſatis- 
faction, and congratulated the Houſe on the favourable 
deſcription of the ſituation of the country, given by the noble 
Earl who ſpoke ſecond in the debate, and the noble Lord 
who ſpoke laſt. He muſt, however, be allowed to ſay, that it 
was a matter deeply to be lamented, that there ſhould be any 

miſunderſtanding or diſpute between the Government and 
the Bank. He gave this as the opinion of a ſimple indivi- 
dual; for ſuch, perhaps, he might be thought in every con- 
ſtrudtion of the words. He had no party connection, nor 
had he ever been, or ever would be factious, but was a fin- 
cere well-wiſher to his country, and would ſupport thoſe 
who would ſerve it beſt. Unconnected alſo as he was with 
his Majeſty's preſent Miniſters, he had a great perſonal re- 
ſpe& for moſt of them; but he muſt think it a melancholy 
moment for his country, that the diſcuſſing of the cauſes of 
the neceſlity for iſſuing the order of Council, ſhould have 
called forth ſuch arguments as he had heard; and that ſpecial 
pleading, as it were, fhould have been found neceſſary in 

both Houſes of Parliament to defend the iſſuing of the 
order; and ſurely it was not a little extraordinary, and 
ſomewhat ſtrange, that the noble Duke ſhould come forward 
with what might be conſidered as an oppoſition motion, 
grounded upon the very documents that afforded thoſe WhO 
oppoſed it a fund of reaſoning againſt it. He thought che 
time of Parliament ought not to be waſted in liſtening to 

ſpecial pleading; but as the country was confeſſedly in a 
very difficult ſituation, their united efforts n ba em- 
Ployed 1 in endeavouring to extricate it. We 

Earl Strange. (Duke of Athol) ſaid, te had _ 55 
report with all the attention he was maſter of, and conſidered 
it as affording a clear, ſatisfactory, and concluſive evidence, 
that no blame was aſcribeable to the Chancellor of the" Ex- 
chequer for his conduct with regard to the Bank; and that 
the neceſſity for iſſuing the order of Council; aroſe from 
various unavoidable cauſes. He had liſtened to the argu- 5 
ments of the noble Duke that day, and nothing that he had 
heard from him had in the ſmalleſt degree ſnaken or altered 
nis e ee if . hat A "Io eule the very 


able 
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able and intelligent ſpeech of the noble Earl who moved 
the previous queſtion, would have convinced him, that the 
opinion he had formed from an attentive peruſal of the re- 
port was well founded, he ſhould therefore vote for the pre- 
vious queſtion, and not for the noble Duke's reſolution 
which was a frueiſm, unneceſſary to be voted ; but before he 
fat down, he could not help expreſſing his feelings at the 
violent language of the noble Duke in the concluſion of his 
ſpeech, a fort of language which he was perſuaded the noble 
Duke in the moment of cool reflection would himſelf ad- 
mit to be highly improper, and ſuch as that Houſe ought 
not to have heard. He had been himſelf ſo much hurt 
at the opprobrious expreſſions applied to him and other 
noble Lords, that he had taken down the noble Duke's 
words at the time, and was going to call him to order. He 
Was glad now that he was cooler, that he had not given way 
to his warmth, but was he to be termed “a ſlave to corrup- 
tion and venality,” becauſe he had the misfortune to entertain 
political opinions different from thoſe of 'the noble Duke. 
The noble Duke would not he was perſuaded have uſed 
ſuch language in any other place, nor would he had have 
g thought himſelf warranted to uſe it in a private company, 
in which he was at the time preſent. Surely therefore the 
fame regard, decorum and reſpe& was due to their Lord- 
ſhips in general, who were free to entertain whatever poli- 
tical ſentiments their own judgments directed. | 
The Duke of Bedford roſe to reply to the arguments that 
had been urged againſt his reſolution. - With regard to what 
had juſt fallen from the noble Earl near him, he affured 
that noble Earl he meant no perſonality to him or any 
other noble Lord; when he did intend to be perſonal, he 
would take care to make himſelf clearly underſtood. On 
the preſent occaſion he had ſaid at the concluſion of his- 
ſpeech, that it might be thought he exceeded the bounds 
of moderation, but that he was unable to ſuppreſs. his 
feelings, he felt it to be his duty to deplore an. acquieſcence 
that could not be juſtiſjed by reaſon, and that was fo fatal to 
the country. The Duke ſaid, he had before been charged 
with, having done all dba miſchief at. Portmouth;: and . 
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neither loan nor advances were to be made to the Emperor 


without their previous knowledge, and he re- aſſerted that for 
the whole of the laſt two years the declarations that they 
made, and the warnings they gave the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, ought to have determined him from the drain of 
caſh from the Bank, which had dane on the calamity of 


the ſtoppage of payments. 


Lord Grenville in a moſt able ſpeech and: of conſiderable 


length contended that it the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had given any aſſurance to the Governor and Directors of the 


Bank, that no advances ſhould be made to the Emperor 


| without their previous concurrence, that it would not have 
been what the noble Duke had called it, the government 


taking the direction of the affairs of the Bank of England 
into their own hands, but it would have been in fact a ſur- 
render of the functions of Government into the hands of the 
Bank. Nothing ſo prepoſterons however was done. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer might perhaps have over- 


looked the word advances in the application of the Bank, 
with reſpect to the knowledge of any new loan, and an- 
ſwered them generally that he ſhould communicate the 
matter to them Without its being ever made a queſtion that 


government ſhould be in any degree reſtrained in private re- 


mittances to the Emperor, or other foreign power; and ac- 


| cordingly Mr. Raikes faid in his evidence, that it was never 


meant of ſmall} ſums to the amount of 50 or foo, oool The 
whole of this evidence alſo, it was to be recollected, was 
made up of minutes of converſations made by the Governor 
and Directors; and he doubted whether ſuch a report of a 


gentleman' s words, which had never been ſubmitted to him, 


ought to be received as good and ſubſtan jal evidence. There 
was no one fact to prove that the advances to the Emperor 
had either occaſioned a run upon the Bank, affected the Ex- 
changes, or injured the credit of the country. The Exchange 


had riſen in our favour during the advances; and taking 
the public circulation, as a noble Earl had ſtated it to be, at 
24, ooo, oool. the private paper muit be at leait double that 


ſum, ſo that to imagine that a remiitance of between 
900,000l, and 1,000,000]. could affect the country out of a 
circulation of 100,000,000]. was ridiculous. His Lordthip 
ſaid, there was ſomething ſo monſtrous and extravagant in 


the propoſition of a noble Earl (Lord Guildford), that the 


Bank ſhould by way of inereaſing their credit, on a given 
e ſhut up their doors and end their concerns, that he 


could 
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could not ſuppoſe he was ſerious in ſuggeſting it, becauſe it 


was evident that ſuch an extraordinary ſtep would'end in the 
ſubverſion of the Government and the ruin of the country. 
Having taken notice of ſeveral of the moſt eſſential argu- 
ments advanced in ſupport of the noble Duke's ſtring of 


motions, his Lordſhip faid, he could ſay a great deal upon 
a variety of other ſubordinate points, which were ex- 


tremely eaſy to be refuted ; but conſidering the late hour of 
the night, and the very able and convincing arguments of his 
noble friends, the noble Earl him (Lord Liverpool) and his 
other noble friend (Lord Auckland), he did not deem it ne- 


ceſſary to treſpaſs longer on their Lordfhips time; he would 
only detain them by obſerving, that the noble Duke was, he 
believed, the firſt noble Lord, who had ventured to attack the 


veraCity of a feport of a Secret Committee appointed from 
among themicives, and charge it with being drawn with a 
view defignedly to conceal the truth, to deceive and delude 


the Houſe, and to ſkreen the guilty from cenſure and puniſh- 


ment. No man had before preſumed to treat a report of a 
Committee of noble Lords of the higheſt rank, and of the 
firſt character, with ſo much indecency. , His charges how- 
ever recoiled upon himſelf. With regard to the violent lan- 


_ guage, the groſs inveCtive and the extraordinary expreſſions 
with which he had loaded the concluſion of his ſpeech, it 


would be unneceflary for him to ſay much on that head, as 
the noble Duke had received a deſerved and ſevere reproof Z 
already from the noble Earl (Lord Strange) upon the ſame 
bench, but he muſt tell the noble Duke that however fit 
ſuch epithets and ſuch language might be for his audiences 


in Palace-yard and elſewhere, there were extremely unfit to 
| be uttered before their Lordſhips aſſembled in Parliament, or 


indeed in any other aſſembly of honourable men. It was not 
a new thing for the noble Duke to aſſumed it as an un- 


deniable fact, that all the talents, all the judgment, all the 
truth, all the integrity, all the virtue, all the public ſpirit, 
and all the patriotiſm to be found in that Houſe and the 


Houſe of Commons was confined to himſelf, the ſix or eight 


noble Lords who acted with him, and about fifty or ſixty 


gentlemen in the other Houſe of Parliament, and that the 


majority of both Houſes, and indeed the majority of the 


whole body of the people of England who ſupported the 
war, were devoid of all principle, actuated by motives that 
were baſe and mean, and the abject and venal ſaves of his 
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The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that poſſibly the noble Secretary 
of State might think he had reproved him ſeverely, at leaſt 


from his voice and manner he ſeemed to think ſo. © The 
noble Secretary however was miſtaken, he had not felt it to 


be a ſevere reproof, and as long as he exiſted, he ſhould hold 


it his duty to declare his ſentiments on public matters with. 
freedom, equally regardleſs, of the noble Secretary's repre- 
henſion, or his miſrepreſentation. It was no feature of his 
character to arrogate to himſelf any peculiar title to the 
confidence of his country but he ſhould ill deſerve the claim 
either of honeſty or ſpirit, if he ſhould be deterred from the 


diſcharge of his duty by any conſiderations of reſpe& for the 
feelings of the Secretary of State, The language he had 


held, and the terms he had applied to the ſupport which 
Miniſters had received in that Houſe and elſewhere, through. 
the whole of their criminal and diſaſtrous career, was dictat- 
ed by an imperious ſenſe of his duty; and he would always 
be ready to maintain it, and ſo far was he from conceiv- 
ing that there Was no virtue in Parliament, he thought there 


was a great deal in that Houſe, and a great deal of virtue in 
the Houſe of Commons. There was alſo a great deal of 
virtue in the people, as was evident from their general diſ- 
approbation the meaſures of his Majeſty” s Miniſter s. 

The Earl of Guildford roſe to ſpeak in explanation of one 
or two points in his former ſpeech, and in particular with 


regard to what he had ſaid of the Bank ſhutting their doors, 
which he obvioully 1 had not thrown out as a ſerious propos 


tion. 


Hos OF. COMMONS. 4 5 
Monvpay, May 15. e 


MI. Douglas reported from the Ge appointed to 
conſider the petition complaining of an undue election for the 


borough of Maidſtone,— That Oliver de Lancey, £/q. the 
ſitting member, was duly elected; and that the petition of 
certain electors againſt his return, and the ee to the 
petition, were not frivolous or vexatious.“ 

The Loan Diſcount bill was read a ſecond time. 


Snipham, Barnby, and Ditton Incloſure bills, were read 
a third time and paſſed. 


7 
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be previous queſtion was s then put, on each of the ſeries 
of ee and carried in the negative. 


Vox. III. 1797. . . BOND » i 
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The order of the day on the bill for granting ee 
UF on „ wpe, was de erred to Thurſday. | 


PARISH LECTURERS. 


Mr. Alderman Luſpington having obtained leave, orefemsd 
a petition on behalf of the Evening Lecturers in the metro- 
polis, ſtating that their preſent ſubſiſtence was from volun- 
tary ſubſcriptions and parifh rates, the payment of which 
could not be inforced by law, that they ran the hazard of be- 
| Ing left without ſupport, praying that the Houſe would take 
their caſe into conſideration, and make for them ſuch pro- 
viſion as to its wiſdom ſhould ſeem meet. 
Mr. Baker ſaid, however proper it might be conſidered, 
that the petitioners ſhould have the relief they ſolicited, it 
þ  _ ought not to be granted if it was to encreafe the burthens on 
is __ the pariſhes. 
1 Mir. Alderman Luſhington ſaid, that the intended LILY 
j'  . tions would not be an additional burthen to the pariſhes. 
Iz The proviſion made fe the Lecturers was at preſent very 
1 uncertain, and it was only intended that that proviſion ſhould 
it | not depend altogether upon the will of the pariſhoners. 
1 Mr. Baker wiſhed to know whether the regulations pro- 
Wl | poſed would have the effect of burthening the pariſhes? He 
Wl | had no objection to the increaſe of their ſalaries, but he did 
1 not think it proper that any additional burthen ſtrould be 
1 thrown upon the pariſhes for this object. 
W | Mr. Airaurteg had no objection to increaſing the peti- 
1 tioners ſalaries, provided the addition was not made out of 
id | any parochial funds; if it was, he would oppoſe i it, as they 
N were already much too oppreſſive. 5 
| Mr. Luſbington ſaid, he was convinced that when the? mea- 
ſure came to be diſcuſſed in a Committee every objection 
would be done away. | 
Mr. dag ect ſaid, it was « cortirtalle of advantage to 
The intereſt o religion that the ſituation of its Miniſters 
6 ſhould be rendered independent by fixed ſtipends. Whatever 9 
=. 1 of objection there might be to the meaſure, a ſuſ- 
cient copaonaty of diſcuſſing them wopld occur in the Fi 
Committee. _ 

The petition was "referred to a I” 

The bill for allowing an additional bonus to the b ider 
to the late loan for 8 millions, was read a ſecond time and 
ordered to be committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe 
on Thurſday next. 
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WASTE LANDS. 


The bill for incloſing the Waſte Lands in England was 
read a ſecond time, and committed. 

Sir John Sinclair moved, that the bill for enbling perſons 
to encloſe certain waite lands without applying to Parlia- 
ment, be read a ſecond time. 

Mr. Pwis ſaid, he thought both this and the preceding 
bill very obje ctionable. He ſtated this now, that his being 


preſent at the ſecond reading without oppoung it, might not 


give riſe to the ſuppoſition that he would not a the bill 
in its future ſtages. 


The bill was read a ſecond time, and committed. 


INDIA COMPANY'S OATH BILL. 


Mr. Metcalf moved the order of the day for the ecco N 
reading of the bill to empower the Directors of the Eaſt- 


India company, to adminitter certain oaths to owners any 
commanders of ſhips, &c. in their ſervice. 


Mr. H. Brune oppoſed the principle of the bill, upon : 
the general ground ot a in. Ag oaths unne- 


ceſſarily, &c. 


Mr. Wilberforce was againſt the bill, on the ground that it 
propoſed to multiply oaths, which were already too fre- 


quently and very improperly adminiſtered in this country, 
Independent of the immoral tendency of unneceſſarily mul- 


tiplying oaths, he thought the preſent bill particularly ob- | 
jectionable, in propoſing to enact that perſons ſhould ſwear | 
they had no intereſt in cafes where it was evident they muſt 


have an intereſt ; and above all, becauſe no Punke could 
be inflicted for perjury. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he had ſome times entertained the thought ; 
of offering to Parliament ſome general + ann: upon the 


at no man ou ght | 


ſubjeQ of multiplying oaths. He thought t 


to be made to take an oath, unleſs where the taking of a Falſe 
one were attended with penalty. 


Mr. Metcalfe explained, and Sir Richard Hill faid a few 
words azainft the bill. 


The motion for the ſecond PS AB was negatived. | 


Mr. Hawkins Browne then moved, that the bill be read! a 
ſecond time that day four months.—Ordered. 


SLAVE TRADE. 


Me. Wk roſe to make his S motion for the 
S2 abolition 
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abolition of the Slave Trade. He ſaid, that as the ſubject 
Was one which had ſo often engaged the attention of the 
Houſe, he ſhould only be waſting their time were he to of- 
fer any argumentsto induce them to agree to the motion he 


had to propoſe. Were the Houſe once brought to a ſenſe 
of what it owed to humanity, to Juſtice, and to religion, no 


arguments from him would be neceſſary in order to convince 
them of the propriety of aboliſhing this horrid traffic. He 
lamented that he ſaw ſo thin an attendance upon a queſtion 


of ſuch importance. It was aſtoniſhing that this ſubject 
ſhould have been ſo often agitated without produeing the ef- 
fect that had been deſired. It appeared that in proportion as 


the underſtanding of the Houſe had been enlightened with 
regard to the practice of this horrid trade, they had ſuffered 


their hearts to be hardened againſt giving relief. He alluded 


to the reſolution of the Houſe for aboliſhing the Slave Trade, 


which, however, they had not thought proper to enforce; a 


Fes which he was afraid would, to foreign nations, 


appear a diſgrace to the Britiſh character. He therefore 
called upon the Houſe, as they valued their character and 


their honour, to atone for this neglect of their duty. An 
honourable Gentleman had brought forward a motion before 


the laſt receſs, which he thought calculated to promote the 
amelioration of the condition of the ſlaves in the Weſt-In- 
dies. He begged the Houſe to conſider that motion which 


they had already agreed to. The Addreſs to his Majeſty 


Propoſed that Colonial Aſſemblies ſhould paſs laws for im- 
proving the ſituation of the ſlaves; but any regulations made 


by the Welt-India Proprietors muſt be nugatory,until they 


have an intereſt in encouraging marriage among the Afri- 
cans, and that kind of domeſtic happineſs which could alone 
enereaſe their population in the Weſt-Indies, and render the 
importation of them unneceſſary. Nothing but the abolition 


of the. Slave Trade could introduce this principle of intereſt. 
The planter would then be convinced that he muſt be ruined 
jf he did not take care of thoſe by whoſe labours he was en- 
riched. He had heard that ſince the ſubject of the Slave 
Trade was agitated in that Houſe, the importation of ſlaves 
from the African coaſt had diminiſhed. This diminu- 
tion, he was convinced, muſt reſult from the greater atten- 


tion which was now paid by the lanters to the promoting 


of marriage among the ſlaves. The preſent queſtion had 
been often brought forward; 2 at periods when the coun- 


try was under very different circumſtances. Proſperity 100 
aid 
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15 1 ſaid to harden the heart; but if there were any who thought 
17 the preſent a time of difficulty, let them recollect, that 
15 whatever their feelings of ſorrow may be, they are far ſhort 
Wo of what they themſelves are daily producing on the coaſt of 
py Africa. All thinking men out of that Houſe were ſur- 


priſed that the Legiſlature ſhould ſanction ſuch proceedings. 
C2, Ihe continuance of the Slave Trade could only be ſupported 
a by intolerable ſelfiſhneſs. Every thing in this country had 
6 40 been made to yield to a commercial ſpirit. He thought the 
country was now ſuffering from that ſpirit having been car- 
Tied too far. Thus Providence often avenged its cauſe. He 
concluded by reading the two following motions: 
% That leave be given to bring in a Bill for the abolition of the Slave Trade in 
£2] a time to be limited.” _ 3 t 
Uh 3 ( That the Houſe do now reſolve itſelf into a Committee to confider of the 
4 abo: e motion,” * 5 


The Speaker put the queſtion on the laſt motion. 


Mr. Ellis oppoſed the motion. He ſaid no new arguments 
bad been uſed to induce the Houſe to agree to it. If the 
Slave Trade were aboliſhed, an illicit traffic would be eſtabli- 
ſhed in the ſtead of the legal and well regulated trade which 
at preſent exiſted. It was improper to argue that the Slave 

Trade was injurious to Africa. Gentlemen had not ſufficient 
knowledge of facts to prove that it was diſadvantageous to that 
country. If the vagrants who committed depredations in this 
overgrown metropolis were to be periodically exported; he be- 
lieved few would conſider that a great national calamity. Per- 
haps Africa received the ſame kind of benefit from the Slave 
Trade as this country did from Botany Bay. 

Mr. Hobbouſe ſupported the motion. According to his 
judgment there could be nothing ſo infamous as a trade in 
human blood. It was that ſort of traffic which admitted of 
no modification. It was as inconſiſtent with ſound policy as 
it was repugnant to humanity and juſtice, nor did he ſee 
any reaſon why thoſe who embarked in it ſhould have any 
indemnification for their loſſes; for every perſon who em- 
barked in any trade did ſo with all the hazards that belonged 
to it, and the Legiſlature had a right to put an end to that 
trade for the general good. He was perfectly convinced of 
the practicability of the abolition of the African Slave Trade, 
and therefore he ſhould heartily ſupport the motion. 

Mr. Martin did not conſider this propoſition as a mere mat- 
ter of commercial experimegt, but as an act of eternal juſ- 
| lice, e ET TEE 00 6 ae. 


Mr. 


with the reſolution it had come to a ſhort time before the 
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_ Eaſter holidays, by which the aſſemblies of the Weſt-India 
ſituation of the ſlaves. If the African trade was aboliſhed 


Indeed, that Court was at prefent encouraging both its own 
ſubjects and foreigners to introduce negooes from Africa in- 


_ ceaſe in the courſe of time; but that could not be until all 


wards of a century and a half in the iſland of Jamaica, which 
Was not yet above half cultivated, and if we were to go 
on with the importati n of negroes until the whole was 


not to ceaſe till all the waſte lands of the colonies ſhould be 
cultivated, the abolition would never be perceived even by 
our remoteſt poſterity. After taking notice of the inef- 
ficacy of the proviſions already made for the amelioration of 


different manner? for at Liverpool, a meeting was called 
in which it was reſolved, that no ſhip ſhould be allowed 
to clear out, whoſe captain and owners had not entered into 
an engagement under a penalty of 1oool. that they would 


regulation of the Middle Paſſage, even after that act had 


which had paſſed ſome time before. On the contrary, they 
both led to the very fame end, though they might differ in 


warded by any internal regulations which ſhould be adopted 
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Mr. Sewell ſpoke at ſome length againſt the motion; by 
adopting which, he ſaid, the Houſe would act inconſiſtently 


Colonies were to be addreſſed on the ſubject of improving the 


England, it would be immediately taken up by Spain. 


to ics colonies in the Weſt-Indies, and from this ſource the 
Britith iſlands would be ſupplied. The trade would certainly 


the lands belonging to the planters were in a ſtate of cul- 

tivation. e | 7265 re . 
Mr. V. Smith urged very forcible arguments for the aboli- 

tion of the trade. He obſcrved that it had continued for up- 


cultivated, another century and a half would be taken up 
in the gradual abolition. In thort if the Slave Trade was 


the ſlaves, he concluded with ſupporting the motion. 
Colonel Gaſcoign oppoſed the intended bill. He alſo ſtated 

that the merchants who had been ſtigmatized with the epi- 

thets inhuman, cruel, &c. conducted themſelves in a very 


fulfil every part of the act which had been paſſed for the 


expired. | „%%; F œê / 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer denied that the motion 
then before the Houſe was inconſiſtent with the reſolution 


the means of accompliſhing it. The motion of his honourable 
Friend looked to a gradual abolition, which would be for- 


by the Colonial Legiſlatures, in conſequence of the Add mY 
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that Houſe. With reſpect to waiting till all the lands in the 
Colonies were cultivated, it was the ſame thing as founding'a 
new Negro colony, and the object of abolition would never 
| be accompliſhed by waiting for ſuch an event. In that very 
ſtatement he found an admithon, that in ſome parts of the Co- 
lonies which were well cultivated, the neceſſity of importation. 
did not exiſt. A circumſtance he was glad to hear, becauſe. 
by that means it appeared that there was no want of population 
in the old and well cultivated Colonies. With reſpect to an 
act of the Britiſh Parliament not being able to prevent ſmug- 
gling, he would aſk if the example of this country could do 
nothing? But if the Houſe thought the trade was one which, 
on the principles of juſtice and humanity ought to be put an. 
end to, ſo far at leaſt as not to be ſanctioned by Parliament; 
would they, becauſe it could not be prohibited in toto hold out 
encouragement to it? Was there no difference between a prohi- 
bited and a protected trade? It was tothe encouragement of Parlia- 
ment that the trade owed its exiſtence ; it was only by the diſcour- 
agement of Parliament then, that it muſt be diſcontinued. Un- 
= this view of the ſubject, he mult vote as he had done on 


every former occaſion for his honourable Friend's propoſition. 
He would juſt add, that as far as the preſent was a queſtion of 
policy, he conze;ved that the future ſafety. of the iflands them- 
ſelves was a ſufficient reaſon to induce Gentlemen to. vote for 
the able” Ee Er ee er an 
Mr. Bryan Edwards ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the motion, and 
hoped that the hon. Mover, who had ſo often declared, that 
the vengeance of heaven would light on thoſe who . ſupported. 
the trade, would not on that occaſion deal out damnation to him 
or his friends. He did not ſuppoſe the honourable Gentleman, 
capable of bearing falſe witneſs againſt his neighbour, but he 
ought not to have liſtened to the falſe and ſcandalous ſtories of 
thoſe who did ſo. If he was defirous of exerciſing his huma- 
nity, he might meet many objects in this country; and in the 
metropolis, he had nothihg to do but' walk the ſtreets, and he 
would even meet a race of blacks as worthy of his benevolent, 
attention as thoſe in the Weſt Indies, namely, the chimney 
{weepers. The propoſition of the honourable Gnentleman 
was likely to produce the greateſt miſchiefs. The govern. 
ment of France had been deſtroyed by that country having 
interfered in the concerns of America. A Bill for the aboh- 
tion of the trade would emancipate the negroes, It s do 
The re- 


more; it ound cauſe them to rife in inſurrection. 5 
bellion in St. Domingo, as he could aſſert from his own know- 
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ledge, was owing to the meaſures that had. been agitated in 5 
France by thoſe who called themſelves Les amis des Noirs ; and 
this ought to be a ſerious leſſon to the Houſe. 
Mr. Canning ſpoke warmly in favour of the motion. 
General Tarleton admitted that if the queſtion was, whether 
the trade ſhould now commence, he ſhould be againſt it, but 
that was a very different thing from ſaying that it ſhould now 
be aboliſhed. He thought the time 705 doing ſo, or attempt- 
ing it, was extremely dangerous. Many reforms were neceſ- 
fary but the Weſt Indies was not the place where reforms 
| ought to begin. He ſhould vote againſt this attempt to aboliſh 
8! the trade. | 
1 Sir William Young faid, that the meaſure propoſed. by the 
ol - honourable Gentleman was a Bill for enacting a revolution in 
is 1 the Weſt Indies, and he would not live in any country 
i. where he ſhould he obliged to ſubmit to ſuch a law. 
| Mr. Barham ſpoke at conſiderable length againſt the motion, A 
[8 and ſaid, that the preſent would defeat the late meaſure re- 
| ſolved on by the Houle ; and it would be nugatory and in- 
effectual. : 
Sir William Dolben red on the merchants having adopt- 5 
ed the meaſures of the Slave- carrying Bill, even after it expired, 
although at the time when he had the honour of preſenting 
that Bill to the Houſe it had been as violently oppoſed as the 
motion then before them; and it had even been ſaid, that 
it would ruin the trade. This circumſtance was the ſtrongeſt 
argument to ſhew, that the abolition would not be attended 
with thoſe conſequences which were ſtated as likely to reſult 
from it. He would therefore urge the ſupporters of the Slave 
Trade to aboliſh it on their own principles and practice. 
Let leave be given to bring in a Bill, and then the manner and 
limitations of it would be ſettled in the Committee. ; 
Mr. Fox eloquently ſupported the motion; took no- 
tice of, and anſwered all the arguments that had been urged Y 
againſt it. He obſerved, amongſt many things, that it was 
curious to obſerve the courſe which the advocates for the trade 
had taken from time to time. At firſt the Slave Trade was de- 
fended by quotations from Holy Writ, and alſo from the au- 
— of ancient philoſophers, Ariſtotle among the reſt. It was 
| ated to be conducive to the happineſs of part of the human 
kace, and particularly the inhabitants of Africa. That was now 
given up. The trade was by all deſcriptions of men admitted 
to be contrary to the principles of humanity. It was certainly 
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trade to be carried on. It was now allowed that the trade was 
unjuſt, but the Houſe muſt not try to put an end to that injuſtice, 
What was the nature of that truth, the declaration of which, 
by the Britiſh Parliament tended to evil? This was like the 
argument that was urged againſt the people calling for peace; 


they were told, that aſking for peace was a ſure way to con- 
tinue the war. Now aſking for the abolition of the African 


that the colonies ought to reſiſt. This reminded him of | 
What he had ſaid in the courſe of two bills of memorable cha- 


rater which had been paſſed into a law. He had ſaid on that 


_ occaſion ſomething of ſubmiſſion being a queſtion of prudence 
and morality, and not of duty. Some perſons thought he went 
too far, and eſpecially many who ſupported tne Slave Trade; 
and yet the advocates for that trade now mantained the ſame 
doctrine in ſupport of that trade. It was ſingular enough that 
his principle of reſiſtance in ſupport of Liberty at home was to 

de deemed alarming, and that reſiſtance. to law was only to be 


called forth in defence of Slavery. That we muſt not draw 


the ſword in favour of our Liberty, when attacked by an Act 
of Parliament, but the {word was allowed to be drawn in fa- 
vout of the African Slave Trade, if Parliament attempted to 
aboliſh it. With regard to the queſtion of legiſlating for the 
cColonies, he had no difficulty in repeating what he had ſaid on 
former occaſions, that it we could not continue our connexion 


with the plantations Without continuing alſo the Slave Trade, 


it would be more to the honour, and tinally to the advantage 
of Great Britain, to diſcontinue the caonnexion altogether. 
. Having viewed the ſubject in all its points and bearings, and 


urged a great number of arguments with. his. uſual force, he 


concluded with calling on the Houſe to ſupport its honour, 
which was deeply pledged upon this ſubject, by agreeing to 
grant leave to bring a Bill for aboliſhing a trade which was 
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ever, had been practically gained, for now the promoters of the 


trade, finding they could not defend it upon its own principle, 
hypocritically canted againſt the principle, but ſtill continued 
the practice, at leaſt fo the Houſe had acted by allowing the 
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divided. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Privileges | 
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Ayes (For the Motion) 
Noes (Againſt it) 


* 


leave to bring to bring in the Bill. 


WY 
| 82 


[ComMont, 
recorded to be one that was contrary to Wa The Houſe 


7 


22 N 8 againſt 


ene. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TuzsDay, May 16. 
SCOTS PEERS ELECTION. 


on the ſubject of the Earl of Lauderdale's petition—Lord 


MHalſingbam in the chair. 


Mr. Adam was heard on behalf of the noble Fei r and 


conſideration on Friday next. 


The Houſe then reſumed, and the various bills « on . 
: table were forwarded in their reſpective ſtages. After which 
; alt e een | 


Mr. Bootle moved. that ſo much of 4 ine of 3 
| Committee on the Canterbury election as related to the peti- 
tion preſented by Tas hangen, r de 1270 befars the Houſe, 


—— 


HOUSE 'OF COMMONS. 
| Turspax, May 16. 


which was granted. 


A petition for leave to preſent a -petition' ( the period for 
preſenting private petitions being elapſed) from Mr: Palmer, of 
Bath, ſtating the great advantage which the revenue of the poſt- 
office had received from certain improvements he had intro- | 
duced, and complaining that the agreement made with him 
in caſe of the ſucceſs of his plans, had not- been wt, 


and praying for relief, &c. was preſented. 


The Speaker informed the Houſe, that this petition, re- 
ſolving i imo a demand for public money, could not be brought 
up without a recommendation from the Crown. _ 

The! Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that certainly ſuch 
was the nature of the petition, and he was not prepared te 
give it the recommendation. 


"the Attorney General (in the abſence of the Lord Advocate) ad- 
dreſſed their Lordſhips on the part of the, Crown. 
which their Lordſhips ordered that the e be taken i into 


After | 


Whenever the ſubject of 


coul. 


May 16.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 


could be brought regularly before the Houſe, he ſhould not 
object to the diſcuſſion, 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, the rule of the Houſe certainly ap- 
plied He knew, however, that the revenue had been 
mer wiſhed only to have the ſubject inveſtigated. At pre- 


rant of Mr. Palmer's appointment, and whatever other pa- 


moved for. 


Hou ſe. 


he ſhould make a motion for a new Bank. 
ARMY PAY. 


the condition of the army and militia. 


for copies of the notice given to the guards upon the ſubject 
of the intended improvement in their ſituation. 


Houſe to have it. 


© ſomething was in contemplation in conſequence of the re- 
commendation of the Duke of Vork. 


1 d given would appear from the ae n 
5 Here the converſation endet. 
| FINANC ES. 


which came from thoſe with whom they were nat uſed to 
Wag concur. In determining, however, to ſubmit to the Houſe 


the 


147 


greatly encreaſed by Mr. Palmer's improvements. Mr. Pal- 
ſent, therefore, he ſhould only move for a copy of the war- 
pers might after wards be requiſite for the diſcuſſ jon ſhould be | 


The queſtion for bringing up the petition was as withdrawn, 
and a copy of the warrant ordered to be laid. before the N 


Sir W. Pulteney gave notice, chat on Thurſday ſe” nnight | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that on Mon. 
day next he ſhould move certain propoſitions for Wenne . 


Mr. V. Smith ſaid, it it was regular he wiſhed to move. 


Mr. Grey ſaid, it was underſtood that a notice had been | 

given of ſuch a deſign in conſequence of the recommenda- 
tion of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York. It was eaſy | 
to procure. ſuch. notice, and he thought it was proper the - 


The Chancellor of the l ſaid, he believed there was 
no official notice of ſuch a deſign. I might be known that 


Mr. I bitbread ſaid that whether. ſuch notice had been E 


5 Mr. Grey ſaid, that many conſiderations would tw | in- 

duced him to decline troubling the Houſe with the propoſi- 

re- ME tions which he now roſe to move, both of a perſonal nature, 
and becauſe he had repeatedly ſeen the little intereſt with 
which the majority of the Houſe received any propoſitions 


$ © uten he was now Eu to move, | * e hag yielded to 
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the requeſt of his friends, and to a ſenſe of what his public 
duty impoſed. Having been a Member too of the Com- 
mittee appointed to examine into the neceſſity and the cauſes 
of the order of Council, and diflenting as he did on certain 
points from the ſentiments of the majority of that Com- 
. mittee, he felt himſelf called upon to explain the grounds 
upon which that difference of opinion was founded. He 
felt it to be a taſk. which his public duty likewiſe impoſed, 
to ſubmit to the Houſe Reſolutions of a criminatory nature 
againſt the Chancellor of the Exchequer, founded upon the 


roofs collected by the Committee and contained in their 
R amounted to a charge of guilt and of 


eport, and whic 
miſconduct, which the Houſe could not ſuffer to paſs with 
impunity. He was aware, that the duty of an accuſer was 
always a painful and invidious taſk ; and more eſpecially, it 


Was unpleaſant to thoſe on whom the neceſſ ity was often 


impoſed. ' In the line of conduct which he felt himſelf 


obliged to purſue, he was conſcious that he was actuated 


by no improper or diſhonourable motives, and that he grati- 
fied no private views. Nothing but an imperious call of 
public duty could induce him to arraign, as he now did, the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, of a great and criminal mil- 


conduct, by which he had contributed to bring the Bank of 


England, and along with it public credit, into that ſituation 


in which it was placed by the order of Council; and on ac- 
count of which, had that never happened, he would contend 
that he was equally deſerving of cenſure.” In a. queſtion 
which depended ſo much upon evidence, and upon conſi- 
derations of a very extenſive nature, he was dehrous to ab- 
ſtain from preliminary matter, to avoid any diſcuſſion uncon- 
nected with the ſubject; and in what he had to urge, rather 
ſtate facts for the judgment of the Houſe, reſerving that 
privilege uſually allowed of reply, in order to ſupply what 
might be requiſite of explanation or of comment. Before 
he proceeded to open the nature of his propoſitions, he ſhould 
ſtate the difference of opinion between him, and, he be- 
| Hieved, the whole of the Committee. The object of its 
inveſtigations comprehended two points, 1ſt, the neceſſity of 
the order in council, and 2d, the cauſes by which it had been 
produced. It was upon the firſt point that the difference 
alluded to exiſted. He had thought, and in this he did not 
know, that any one in the Committee agreed with him, that 
the order of Council was not proper, an4 was not neceſſary. 


This — Was funded upon the cloſeſt obſervation ar the 
ate 


0 
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ſtate of the Bank, and from a thorough conviction that the 
interference of power was not the remedy by which its em- 
barraſſments could be obviated ; that this mode in its opera- 
tion tended to enhance the evil, and to increaſe the difficul- 
tics of repairing it; at leaſt he was ſure that he would en- 
counter leſs oppoſition when he aſſerted, that the interference 
of power ought to have been applied-but in the laſt extre- 


mity. The exact account of the caſh in the Bank had not 


been before the Committee, but from the documents it 
poſſeſſed, it could be ſeen, that though the run upon the 
Bank had continued for another month in the fame propor- 
tion, as during the ſame period before, that the caſh of the 


Bank would not have been ſo low as in the year 1783, when 


no application to Government had been thought neceſſary; 


but when even in he accelerated proportion of the laſt week 


preceding the order, and the two laſt days of that week, the 
caſh of the Bank might have been ſufficient for another 


week, and afforded room for employing expedients to procure _ 
farther ſupplies; and to prevent altogether the neceſſity of 
the application, he could not admit the neceſſity in which 


the Committee had concurred. His opinion of the miſ- 
chievous tendency of the interference of Government in the 


affairs of the Bank was ſo ſtrong, that he could not ſubſcribe 
to the opinion of the neceſſity for the order in Council, and 
the inconveniences which might have ariſen from rejeCting 


this expedient were more caſy to be repaired, than the fatal 
effects which he conceived to ariſe from the principle of the 
interference of Government to ſuſpend the funQions of the 
Bank. So much in explanation of his differing from the 
reſt of the Committee. The Committee ſtated, that what- 
ever might be the effects of other cauſes, whether progreſſive 


or likely to ceaſe, the dread of invaſion occaſioned the drain, 
which reduced he Bank to the neceſſity of ſuſpending their 


money payments. What he imputed, however, as an article 


of ſerious charge againſt the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was this, that prior to this period the affairs of the Bank | 


were ſo reduced, that a drain, which, in other circumſtances 
would not have produced this effect, had, in this inſtance, 
_ occaſioned the immediate neceſſity of ſtopping payment. In- 


ſtead of taking meaſures to counteract this danger, inſtead | 


of exerting himſelf to provide a remedy for the evil which 


he had rendered probable, he complained that the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer had aggravated and accelerated 


the cauſes by which the event was ultimately produced. 
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To ſupport this heavy and important charge, he called the 
attention of the Houſe to the evidence on the table. In the 
end of 1794 and beginning of 1795, the Bank feeling the bad 
effeQs ot the drain by foreign remittances which they had, 
already experienced, became ſeriouſly alarmed at the conſe- 


quences which might enſue from a new loan to the Emperor, 


and they made ſtrong repreſentations to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer on the ſubje& upon the 15th of January, 1795. 
In this repreſentation they likewiſe ſtated the inconveniences 
they felt from the amount of their advances to Government, 


eſpecially upon treaſury bills, a ſpecies of ſecurity new at 
leaſt in the extent to which it had been carried during the 
preſent adminiſtration. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 


thanked them for this communication, and particularly pro- 


miſed to reduce the amount of advances on treaſury bills, but 


that this could not be done till after the firſt payment of the 
loan. The miſchief of advances on treaſury bills had been 


felt by the Bank ; they wiſhed to be indemnified for the 
ſums they had advanced contrary to their original conſtitu- 


tion, and to the wiſe regulations of the ſtatute of King Wil- 
liam. Inſtead of an indemnification, however, a clauſe re- 
pealing the whole of the exiſting limitation was introduced 
into a loan bill without notice, without explanation, with- 
out any thing to direct the attention of the Houſe to its na- 
ture and object. The ſum to which the limitation was de- 


fired by the Bank was 500, oool. but inſtead of this, every 


reſtriction was removed by a clauſe, which in paſſing, might 
have juſtified a charge of remiſſneſs againſt the Houſe, did 
they not find an excuſe in the extraordinary manner in which 
the buſineſs had been managed. It was important, however, 
to obſerve the period at which the repreſentation of the Bank 
for repayment of their advances was made. It was a month 
before the Chancellor of the Exchequer had made his ar- 
rangements for bringing forward his budget, and when he 


had full time to ſettle every thing neceſſary to the accompliſh- _ 


ment of the object which the bank had ſolicited, and which 
he had promiſed to perform. The Chancellor of the Exche- 


finances. 


produce. 
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quer, with the pompous parade of our reſources, reſted the 
hopes of ſucceſs in the unfortunate and diſaſtrous conteſt in 
which we are engaged, upon the rapid decay of the French 


The arguments upon which he ſupported this concluſion, | 
were drawn from ſtatements of the caſh and paper cireula- 
tion in France, and the ruin which the diſproportion would 


* 
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produce. The caſh, at the utmoſt, he ſtated at go millions, 


and the paper at 130 millions. When ſuch were the reaſon- 


ing upon which he proceeded in viewing the ſtate of our 
enemy, he was particularly bound to attend to our domeſtic 


ſituation. The repreſentations of the Bank were before 

him On the principles and arguments h- then employed, it 
was more particularly his duty to have provided againſt evils 
which were held out to him, and which threatened ruin to 


public credit, upon the 'v. ry reaſonings, which, with regard 
to France, he fo ſtrongly preſſed. He did no ſuch thing, 


| however. Though in anſwer to the repreſentation of the 15th | 


of January, he had promiſed'to pay off part of the advances 


due by Government; but by a new repreſentation, on the 
10th of April, he was reminded of his promiſe of payment 


from the firſt inſtalment of the new loan. What excuſe 
then is he to make for his-breach of faith ? It was contain- 
ed in his written anſwer to the laſt repreſentation. He ad- 


mits the propriety of the demand, but he ſays, © that in the 
muluplicity of buſineſs it was forgotten.” A' promiſe ſo 


material as this, to an important body, fo repeatedly and 


earneſtly urged, was forgotten! The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, who boaſted of more accurate eſtimates and more 
complete proviſion for the public expence than any of his 
Prede eſſors in office, quite omits an article of more than 
two millions, he neglects the demands of the Bank, he ex- 
poſes to hazard the intereſts of the nation, and the excuſe for 
all this is, that it was forgotten! He begged to call the at- 
" tention of the Houſe: to the minutes, containing the anſwer 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer in converſation upon 
the ſubjeR with the Directors of the Bank. Theſe mi- 
nutes had been talked of in the | Houſe, as what were called 
the anſwers of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. They 
Were taken indeed without his knowledge, after the conver- 


ſation had taken place, but by thoſe who were not likely to 
"repreſent them to his diſadvantage. That they were not 


evidence on a trial, was a plea, that would be admitted; but 
would the right honourable Gentleman deny that they con- 
tained the ſubſtance of his anſwers? Till this was formally 
denied, all the arguments on their informality would have 
very little weight. But it was unneceſſary to dwell on this 


D 3 written anfwers were ſufficient, The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer writes that the demands of the 


Bank ſhould be complied: with out of hand, and that he 
ſnould immediately give directions for partial payments to 
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de made. The debt on Treaſury bills, however, continues 
to encreaſe, and on the 5th of June, 1795, the Bank repre- 
ſent that their debt on this head amounted to 1,205.000l. 
and on the 30 th of July, they repreſent their determination 
to order their caſhier to refuſe payment of theſe bills when 


they exceeded a certain amount, but that they depended _ 
upon his promiſes to reduce its amount. In anſwer to this, 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer fays, “that the warrants 
are nearly ready.” Though the Bank repreſented on the 


oth July, that the drain upon them was ſuch as made it 
deſirable for them to reduce their credits; with the danger 


of all this before him, and the afſurance of the Bank that 


they would be compelled to narrow their accommodations, 85 


bey receive a letter containing a new demand for advances 
on the Conſolidated Fund. The Bank return an anſwer, ſtat- 
ing the inconveniencies under which they laboured, in con- 
ſequence of theſe advances, their determination to limit their 


amount, but agreeing to wait till November, on condition 
that meaſures ſhould then be taken for their, repayment. 


To this the Chancellor of the Exchequer returned an an- 
ſwer, ſtating that he agreed to the conditions, and that he 
ſhould take care they thould be complied with. Notwith- 
ſtanding this promiſe, the Bank are obliged, on the 8th of 


' Oftober, to repeat their complaint, as the ſums due to them 
were not diſcharged. They ſtated the drain in gold and bul- 
lion which had taken place zythat the laſt advances had been 
made with great reluctance; and that if meaſures of caution | 
were not purſued. the moſt fatal conſequences were to be 


apprehended. They repreſented the loan to the Emperor as 
a drain which could not be ſuſtained ; and when, 1 in anſwer, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid he had no intention to 
bring forward an Imperial loan, the intimation was received 
with the utmoſt ſatisfaction by the Governor of the Bank, 
who ſaid that if another took place it would go near to ruin 


them. The Chancellor of the Exchequer likewiſe added that 
the bills from abroad would continue two months longer and 
no more. Amidſt repeated repreſentations, renewed pro- 
miſes, and uniform breach of faith on the part of the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer, the meeting of Parliament on the 


- of October, 1795, arrived. The Bank again ſtate 
their alarms, and prefs the neceſſity of payment. In No- 


vember they repreſent their fears from the drain which had 
taken place for foreign remittances, that they would even be 
obliged to refuſe any advances even upon the vote of credit. 


To 
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To this the Chancellor of the Exchequer anſwered, that there 
was no intention of any Imperial loan, and that he ſhould 
abandon every conſideration that was inconſiſtent with their 
ſecurity. Dr ny os. TEES 
On the 7th of December, the financial arrangements for 
the year were brought forward. Again the diſtreſſes of 
France are contraſted with our flouriſhing ſituation. Upon that 
occaſion, the Chancellor of the Exchequer juſtly obſerved, 
<« that our proſperity reſted upon a ſteady adherence to the 
financial principles which our anceſtors had eſtabliſhed, and 
by accompanying the vigorous efforts we were bound to exert 
at preſent with ſalutary proviſions for the future. Was the -H 
Chancellor of the Exchequer then bound to make ſome pro- 6 
viſion for the demands of the Bank and for the ſecurity of our 
regular ſyſtem of finance, which his neglect threatened to = 
overthrow ? He had failed in his former promiſes of pay- _ # 
ment ; here again he had neglected to make any proviſion 9 
for the Bank. In conſequence of another application, how- = 
ever, he informs the Bank that he ſhould make a payment of 
a ſurplus to a certain extent, out of funds which he had deſ- 
tined for other purpoſes. Laſt year he had charged the _ 
Chancellor of the Exchequer with having diverted the grants il 
of Parliament in contempt of the act of appropriation ; here, 
in anſwer to the Bank, he avowed his neglect in makin 
proviſion, and his determination to diſcharge part of their 
advances from funds which, not he, but Parliament, had | 
deſtined for other ſervice. Upon theſe different points he i 
ſhould not have dwelt ſo long, if he had been quite ſure that _ 
gentlemen had read the reports of the Committee; but he 
now came to that period when a new loan was made, the 9 
main object of which was the payment of the advances made 
by the Bank. The reaſon then aſſigned for this meaſure {a 
Was, that it would relieve circulatidn, and enable the Bank 1 
to enlarge their accommodation to commerce. He knew it | 
was not regular to refer to thoſe documents, printed as dee 
bates of the Houſe, becauſe they were not conſidered as au- j# 
thentic, and were even contrary to the orders of the Houſe ; 
but if theſe debates were at all correct, it was upon a Buds 
get, and if gentlemen would look at the ſpeech of the right If 
honourable Gentleman, they would find that it confirmed the 
account which he here gave of it, but could not regularly || 
quote. From the evidence of Mr. Boſanquet it appeared, 5 
that part of the ſums, for payment of which this money was il 
granted, had not been paid off. Something like altercation | 
.. 8 had 
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154 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
had taken place on this ſubject on a former night, and it 
Was contended that this was owing to the Bank not hav- 
ing availed themſelves of the option in the act of ſub- 
ſeribing their Exchequer Bills in payment of their ſhare, 
But in fact the honourable Gentleman who defended the 


Chancellor of th: Exchequer upon that clauſe, might as well 


have quoted any Loan Bill that lad been paſſed this century. 


The Bank were Creditors ſuing for the payment of a debt due 


to them, and they did not wiſh to convert a floating debt into 
a permanent one. He was aſtoniſhed when he heard it {aid that 
the Bank, who had ſo long and fo earneſtly ſolicited Govern- 
ment for payment of their advances, did not avail themſelves 
of the means of payment. To ſuch an aſſertion he ſhould re- 
peat, believe it who can. The evidence of Mr. Raikes, Mr. 
Giles, Mr. Boſanquet, and every other Director examined, 
proved that they had preſſed for payinent of the very ſom 
which he complained of as left undiſcharged; that the clauſe 


in the Loan Bill which had been quoted, had nothing to do | 


with the ſubject, and that the ſolicitations of the Bank for pay- 
ment of it ſtill continued. Having traced the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer ſtill promiling pay ment of former adyances, and 
ſtill exterting money, as he would call it, from the Bank upon 
freſh pretences, three Budgets having elapſed without proviſion 
being made, the Bank had an interview with the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer upon the 24th of May. 1796, and found him 
impreſſed with the juſtice of their applications. On the 25th 
of May he wrote them that, after the ſecond payment on the 
Joan of ſeven millions, theis demands ſhould be attended to, 


but that he was obliged to go and attend the election at Cam 


bridge, but ſhould pay attention to their application on his re- 
turn. On his return from Cambridge the Bank waited on 
him. Their advances were now as high as beiore, and they 

were urgent in their demands for payment. The Chancellor 


of the Exchequer aſſured them that ſomething ſhould be done, 
and coincided in opinion that the amount of their advances 
_ ought to be kept down; but as the anxiety which the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer expreſſed for keeping down this amount was 


_ uniformly followed by a freſh demand, this was immediately 
ſucceeded by an earneſt requeſt of new accommodation. The 


Bank remonſtrate, and comply with reluctance, and, as they 


expreſs in their Memorial, from a fear that their rofalal would 
be attended with a greater evil. If any thing can excuſe the 
Bank tor continuing their advances after the diſappointments 
they had experienced, it muſt be the importunity with which 
they were preſſed, and the dexterity with WHICH: they were al- 

| Ways 
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ways alarmed with the dread of injuring the public ſervice b 


their refuſal, The ſituation of the Bank became ſtill more criti. 


cal. Though there had been no direct communication reſpecting 
their ſituation, the Chancellor of the Exchequer had received 


ſuch hints as muſt have ſufficiently appriſed him of the ſitua- 


tion in which it ſtood. Still their ſolicitations were neglected, 


his promiſes were broken, and the ſum of their advances conti- 
nued to enercaſe till the fatal period when the Order of Coun- 


cil was iſſued. Amidſt all the repreſentations which he had 
received from the Bank, regardleſs of the conſequences which 


threatened to follow the ſyſtem he purſued, the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer, far from labouring to avert the ruin, 
continued to perſevere in the very meaſures which ac- 


celerated ,its completion and aggravated its miſchief. With 


regard to the effects of the drain occationed by the Imperial 
Loan, the evidence upon the table was full of the remon- 
ſtrances made by the Bank to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
On the 16th February, 1796, they repreſented that a fur- 
ther perſeverance in foreign remittances would be fatal to the 


Bank. The Chancellor of the Exchequer aſſured them that 


no loan ſhould be ſent to the Emperor, unleſs circumſtances 
materially altered. With this the Bank were ſatisfied, becauſe 


they underſtood the aſſurance to extend to remittances of every 
kind. The repreſentation to which this anſwer was made com- 
prehended both Loan and Advances, and Mr. Boſanquet ſays, 
in his evidence, that the anſwer of the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer was diſingenuous if it did not apply to both. If what 


paſſed at the converſation which took place on this ſubjec ] 


admitted, it was diſgraceful in the Chancellor of the Exche., 
do return ſo deceitful an anſwer. It was underſtood to apply 


to every kind of remittance, and if it was not ſo meant, it was 


not only diſingenuous but fraudulent. What was the fact, 
however? Colonel Craufurd had, at this very time, drawn 


bills to the amount of Zoo, oool. Ry continued to draw, till 
the ſum of advances was 1,300, oool. till the drain upon the 


Bank was fo great, that the run which it afterwards experienced, 
and which it Feber wilt might have been able to ſuſtain, be- 


came fatal; but if good faith be neceſſary to public dealings, 


will the Houſe of Commons allow ſuch flagrant breach of it to 
paſs with impunity ? Public Credit has been impaired ! the 


Bank has been forced to ſtop payment! Theſe are now but 
the crimes of an individual, If they receive the countenance 
and protection of the Houſe, they communicate the guilt to 


the Repreſentatives of the People, and become the character 
of the nation. But even if no ſuch cataſtrophe as the ſtoppage 
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of the Bank had taken place, ſtill the conduct of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer ought not to paſs unnoticed. It mar 


be ſaid it is unfair to reaſon from what has happened; but inde- 
pendently of what has happened, the conduct which led to it 


was criminal. It, when the meaſures of the Miniſter materially 
contributed to that fatal event which public credit has felt o 
deeply, thall not the Houle reſcue itſelf iron the charge of be- 
ing his accomplices. by puniſhing the perſon to whom the guilt 
muſt be aſcribed ? That it did contribute, and moſt materially 
to that event, he would fill contend. All the Directors of the 
Bank examined upon the ſubject, Mr. Raikes, Mr. Giles, &c. 
agreed in ſtating, that if the advances by the Bank to Govern- 
ment had been diſcharged, the ſtoppage of the Bank might have 
been prevented. Mr. Giles and Mr. Boſanquet were very ex- 
plicit in their opinion, as to this point, as well as Mr. Win- 
thorp and others. Mr. Thornton and Mr. Boyd, however, had 
in their ſpeculative ideas, expreſſed an opinion, that the con- 
duct of the Bank, with regard to diſcounts, had contributed to 
the ſtoppage. In the ſpeculative principles which the latter 


Gentleman threw out upen this head, he was happy to find 


that he had made a diſtinction between the conduct to be fol- 
lowed by the Bank of England, and by other Banks, becauſe 
as this honourable Gentleman was himſelf connected with a 
Bank, he had thus obviated the want of confidence which muſt 


vaturally have ariſen towards a Bank managed upon the prin- 


ciples he had laid down. Indeed, he ſeemed to have confound- 
ed every ſober and rational principle of banking. The Bank 


of Epgland was a Bank of circulation. To the ſupport of ſuch 
a character, it was effential that it ſhould pay on demand. It 
If neceffary, it muſt 


In times of calamity the 


therefore ouglit to be always prepared. 
have caſh to anſwer all its Notes. 
Bank muſt bear the burden with other ſufferers. In prolper- 
ous times it poſſeſſed the means of recoyering its loſſes; in times 
of alarm it would be able to defeat its malignity by anſwering 


every demand. Circulating, Medium was a faſhionable phraſe 


in the preſent times, and he was afraid what was ſaid to be a 
want of Circulating Medium was a want of capital. The ſtate 
of the exports was no proof of the flouriſhing ſtate of the coun- 
try. War necefiarily. created a demand for certain articles, 


the individual manufacturer was enriched, but the country 
received no return for what was ſent of ng on this account. 


The national capital was not ſupplied and recruited by ſuch 
exports, they only enhanced ruin while they ſeemed to in- 
dicate proſperity. Mr. Grey read a quotation from Smith's 
| Wealth of Nations in lupport of this doctrine. It was the 
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opinion of Mr. Thornton and Mr. Boyd, that the Bank ſhould 
have extended their diſcounts, and encreaſed their paper. If 
an opinion of the latter honourable Gentleman was well 
founded, then had the Bank Committee greatly deceived the 
public in their firſt report. It was ſaid by this honourable 
Gentleman that the ſums diſcounted by the Bank were not to 
be taken as debts of which they could coinpel payment, but 
that they ought, by freſh iſſues, ſtill farther to accommodate 
the perſon who had bills in this fituation. 
ſums which the Bank has diſcounted be taken as aflets ? If a bill 
were brought for diſcount by perſons who would requirefreſh diſʒ 
count when it became due, would it be conſidered as a fair bill? 
He would appeal to Mr. Thornton whether ſuch a bill would 
be taken? Such an opinion, however, was evidently erroneous, 
and to proceed upon ſuch principles no bank of circulation 
could ever exiſt, It was faid that enereaſed commerce required 
encreaſed diſcounts. Here again he ſhould appeal to the au- 
thority of Adam Smith. It had been ſaid that there was nothin 
new under the fun, but he really thought that the doctrines | 
he had heard on this point were new, till he found that they were 
the old maxims of ſpeculators and projectors. Mr. Grey 
read another paſſage from Smith, which laid it down that diſ- 
count was only ſafe and proper where the perſon diſcounted. 
what he would otherwiſe have been obliged to keep by him. 
Particular circumſtances had prevented him from attending 
the Committee witen the report was drawn up, and this was the 
reaſon why he had now to object to a part of it, againſt which 
he had not entered his diſſent in the Committee. 
ſtated that the Bank by not extending its diſcounts had con- 
tributed to the ſtoppage which had taken place; but the whole 
facts in evidence were repugnant to this concluſion. It ap- 
peared that. when the Bank narrowed their diſcounts, their 
caſh encreaſed, except where there were other drains. 
ther did he agree in opinion that the reduction of country bank 
notes was owing to the diminution of Bank of England notes, 
for though the notes of the Bank of England had at certain 
periods been diminiſhed, the proportion of country bank notes 
had remained as before; but in point of fact, the diſcounts of 
the bank had not been narrowed ſince they were firſt contract- 
ed in 1793 ; the declaration of the Bank that they were to con- 
tract had never been acted upon. For his own part were he a 
Director of the Bank, he ſhould refuſe to diſcount any bill to 
a holder of Exchequer bills, and thould tell him to carry them 
to market before he came to the Bank for accommodation. It 
was a dangerous poſition that the conduct of the Bank of En- 
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gland ought to be guided by principles different. from thoſe 
which regulated the conduct of other banks. It had been juſtly 
obſerved by an honourable Gentleman, (Mr. Wilberforce) 
that particular meaſures could be of little conſequence, and 
that the reſtoration of general credit was the great point to be 


accompliſhed. But what was his definition of general credit? 


General credit muſt reſt more upon the feelings of confidegce 
than upon a demonſtration of cauſes. It was an edifice reated 
by the hand of ſimplicity, upon the baſis of truth. Men might 
diſcuſs finely and talk ſpeciouſſy, but to inſpire general credit 


you muſt excite belief, not inſpire admiration. To extract 


belief of things above the reach of human judgment was the 
higheſt effort of divine power. But this claim was confined 
to Revelation. Men might be ſubmitted to power, but their 


confidence could not be compelled. A regard to ſimplicity, 


truth, and good faith, an experience of punctuality in tranſac- 


tions of honeſty, in the diſcharge in obligations incurred, could 


alone inſpire general credit. A bank note, had Mr. Burke 


well obſerved, is all powerful upon the royal Exchange, be- 
cauſe in Weſtminſter Hall it is impotent. To talk of any 
new circulating medium which commerce did not ſupply, was 
a dangerous chimera. To inſpire general credit, you mull tell 


the public that the Bank is to be conducted like other concerns, 


upon views of its own intereſt ; that it is to be conducted by 
men who act as merchants, not as politicians and ſtateſmen, 
and you will inſpire general credit; tell the public that the 
connection of the Bank with Government is to be diſſolved, 
that its tranſaCtions are to be free, and you will inſpire general 
confidence. 1 . . F | 


The Bank of England, if it begins its operations upon the 24th 


of June, can only ſtand upon the principles of truth and ho- 
neſty, on fidelity in its engagements and paying its notes upon 


demand. Was it neceflary to refute the doctrine, that when 


embharraſled the Bank ought to have encreaſed its iſſue of paper 
to encreaſe the means of enforcing demands for ſpecie, without 
additional means for ſatisfying the demand? But was not the 


meaſure adopted by Miniſters of at laſt paying off the advances 
of the Bank, a ſufficient proof that they diſtruſted theſe theo- 


_ ries? The Chancellor of the Exchequer formerly boaſted of 
the facility with which money was raiſed, and the low rate of 
intereſt at which he borrowed ; but was it more difficult to pay 
off the advances of the Bank when money could be borrowed 
at four and a half per cent. than now when it is ſeven? In 
neglecting the means of ſaving the Bank from the neceſſity of 


ſtopping payment, the Chancellor of the Exchequer had been 


guilty 


Or I 


Mv 16.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENRTAY REPORTS, 159 


the Bank was wrong in narrowing its diſcounts, was it not in- 


guilty of a moſt culpable breach of duty, Admitting even that 


dependent; and entitled to manage its own affairs? In not pay- 
ing the advances which compelled them to ſuch a conduct, tlie 
Miniſter, by whoſe fault it was occaGonad, is reſponſible for 
the conſ:quences. Here then he ſubmitted to the Houſe the 


charge and the evidence on which it reſted for their deciſion ; 


thdugh it was perſonally directed againit the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, he did not mean to ſelect him alone from the reſt 


of his collengues, who were equally amenable to the juſtice of 


their country, —However the talents of an individual might 
render him btter to carry it into execution, yet the ſyſtem was 
common. It was that ſyſtem of unremicting malevolence 
which had commenced with his Majeſty's reign, and which 
had pervaded every part of public adininiftration which he at- 
attacked, To this ſyſtem it was owing that we bad loſt Ame- 
rica; to this ſyſtem was the preſent war to be aſcribed ; to 
this ſyſtem was to be aſcribed that determined hoſtility to 


the principles of freedom which every public meaſure had 
marked. Hence aroſe that rancour which enflamed with the 
proſpect of gratifving its deteſtable hopes, and which had in the 


moment of ſucceſs neglected every opportunity of concluding 
peace; to this ſpirit, unchaſtiſed by misfortune, unenlightened 
by expericace, was owing the deſperate refuſal to put an end to 
the war, which had brought us to. a ſtate of things when he 
could no longer be ſanguinc hat any man could make peace; 
when, leaſt of all, it could be expected under the auſpices of 
the preſent Miniſters. That ſyſtem which loſt America, had 
Minifters carried into Ireland, and amidſt all the diſtreſſes in 
which we were plunged, it was to be added that in the preſent 
moment there might be reaſon to apprehend that this invalu- 
able jewel was loft to the Britiſh crown. Oh, for ſome 
warning voice” to proclaim to Miniſters the danger and the 
ruin with which their ſyſtem is pregnant! In every thing their 
mean and miſerable policy had been difappointed. They had 
tried to divide the people of Ireland by their religious princi- 
ples, and they were now united againſt common oppreſſion, 
It Miniſters thought that by granting a little to withhold a great 


deal, they would uot ſucceed. Such pitiful evaſions and thuf- 


fling policy could no longer be attended with ſucceſs. Theſe 
points he had introduced that the Houſe might ſee the conſe- 
quences of the want of good faith in public men. They had 
experienced the bad effects of purſuing a ſyſtem contrary to 
good faith. Under the conduct of Miniſters, it had brought us 
to the brink of ruin. The ſyſtem would be complete, if the 
profligate ſyſtem of an adminiſtration was crowned with the 
re nod . ſanction 
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ſanction of Parliament. He concluded with moving the fol- 
lowing reſolutions: VVV 


1. That the Governor ana Deputy Governor of the Bank, did at various times, 


and in the moſt forcible terms, repreſent to the Chancellor of the Exchequer the 
danger ariſing to the Bank from the diminution of its ſpecie. 


2. That it appears, that during this period the Directors of the Bank frequently | 
remonſtrated with the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the magnitude of their ad- 


vance to Government, anxiouſly requiring payment, or a conſiderable reduction of 


the ſame, and that the Chancellor of the Exchequer did again and again, in the moſt 


explicit terms, promiſe that reduCtions ſhould be made. 


3. That the Chancellor of the Exchequer, inſtead of DF BROW the engage- | 
ments, did continually ſolicit further. accommodation, in the moſt anxious and 


preſſing terms; declaring, that it was impoſſible to avoid the moſt ſerious em- 
barraſſments to the public ſervice, unleſs the DireQrs of the Bank afforded the 
aſſiſtance he requ' red. | 


4. That it appears, that althongh by theſe means the Directors of the B Ink were 


induced to comply with his demands, they generally expreſſed their reluctance in 


— 


ſtrong language; and that at laſt, that is to ſay, on the 28th of July, 1796, they 
thought it neceſſary for their own juſtification, to requeſt the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to lay before his Majeſty's Cabinet their moſt ſerious and ſolemn remon- 


ſtrance, in which they declare, that “ ſenſible of the alarming and dangerous ſtate of 


& public credit, nothing could induce them to comply with the demand then 
made upon them, but the dread that their refuſal might be produktive of a greater 
« evil.“ 

5. That it appears that during the above period, a conſiderable portion of the 
Bank advances was occaſioned by payments of Bills of Exchange Io from foreign 


parts on the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury. 


6. That it appears that it had ſeldom been the cuſtom of the Bank of England, 


previous to the year 1792, to advance on the account of bills drawn on the Trea- 


ſury, more than from 20,008). to $0,000), and that even during the American war 
ſuch bills never excecded at” any one time the ſum of 1 ,50,000]. The wiſdom of 
our anceſtors having foreſeen, and provided againſt, the miſchief of ſuch advances 


by a clauſe in an act paſſed in the 5th year of William and Mary, by which the Go- 


vernor and Company of the Bank of England were reſtrained from advancing money 
to Government on any other ſecurities than thoſe on which a credit is granted ” 


Parliament. 


7. That it appears, that from and after the year 1793, at which time an n act of 
Parliament paſſed, containing a clauſe by which the Directors of the Bank are in- 
demnified for the advances they had made on bills drawn from abroad, and exempted 
in future from the penalties of the ſaid act of William and Mary, reſpecl ing ſuch 
advances to Government, the amount of Treaſury bills paid at the Bank continued 
progteſſively to e and that between the iſt of January, 1795, and the 2 5th 
February, 
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February, 1797, ſums amounting in the whole to upwards of 1 eee were lh 
advanced to Government upon this hed, i 
8. That it appears, that the DireQors of the Bank did, at various times, during ö 


the years 1795, 1796, and 1797, apply to the Chancellor of the Exchequer for re- | 
payment of ſuch advances, and repreſent to him the extreme inconvenience to them- | | | 
ſelves and to the public of continuing the ſyſtem of making Treaſury bills payable f 
at the Bank; and that they even declared they conceived it tobe © an unconſtitu- 
* tional mode of raiſing money, and what they were not warranted by their charter | | 
© to conſent to.“ W 

'9. That it appears that the Chancellor of the Exchequer did, at various times 


during that period, promiſe and engage to reduce the advances on that head within | ha 
the ſum of 500,000l. and likewiſe to arrange his pay ments ſo as to put an end to the + 
account; but that, nevertheleſs, the faid promiſes and eng:gements were not ad- i; 
hered to by him; and that the advances on Treafury bills during the whole period | | 
from January, 1795, to the 28th of February, 1797, amounted on an average to 11 
the ſum of 1,320,000l. and e and on the day laſt mentioned 50 at 
4 1,019,049]. 25 PR Ft | 
. To. That it appears to this Houſe that foreign remittances to a much larger it 
amount than ever were known in a fimilar period of the moſt expenſive wars in j 
which this country has been involved, have taken place fince the year 1792, | 4 
17. That the extent of ſuch remittances occaſioned at fo early a period as the end 

of the year 1794, and the beginning of the year 1795, great alarm in the minds of 
che DireQors of the Bank of England, which they at various periods communicated — 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer; and that on the 3d December, 1795, under } 
the apprehenſion that it was intended to grant a further loan to the Emperor, they 
came to a reſolution by which they declared their unanimous opinion, that, ſhould 14 


ſuch a loan take place, it would be“ moſt fatal in its conequences to the Bank of | it 
England.” That they communicated ſuch reſolution to the Chancellor of the Ex- ' 


by - a wp - 
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chequer, who aſſured them. He ſhould lay aſide all thoughts of it, unleſs the 
cc ſituation of things relative to the Bank ſhould ſo ajtei as to render ſuch a loan of 1 
„ no importance or inconvenience to them!.“ | | | 
That on the 5:h of February, 1796, the Chncetlor of the Exchequer, after | 

3 in converſation with the Governor and Deputaticn from the Bonk of Ens (4 
gland, his opinion of the neceffity of turther aſſting the Emperor, promiſed, how- | 
ever, to take no ſtep ! in chat buſineſs without previouſly communicating to them his | 
intention. 

13. That on the 11th February, 1796, the DireQtors of the Bank paſſed nk; 
moully the following reſolutions z— 

© Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Court, founded upon the experience of | 
the effects of the late Imperial loan, that, if any further loan or advance of money 
to the Emperor, or to any other foreign ſtate, ſhould in the preſent ſtate of affairs 
take place, it will in 1 all ey prove fatal to the Bank. 90 Gogland. 9 | | Mt 

Vor. III, X „ The ty. 
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10 The Court of Directors, therefore, do moſt earneſtly deprecate the adoption of 
any ſuch meaſure, and they ſolemnly proteſt againſt any fp ty for the cala- 
mitous conſequences that may follow thereupon.” 


To which reſolution, when communicated to hint, the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer returned for anſwer, “ That, after the repeated intimations which he had 


given to the Governor, &c. of the Bank, that no further loan to the Emperor 
would be reſolved on without previous communication with the Bank, he did not 
fee any reaſon for theſe reſolutions; that he did ſuppoſe they were adopted in a 
moment of alarm, ard that he ſhould conſider them in that light.” 

14. That, boch from the general tenor of the ſaid anſwer and from its particular 
reference to the ſubſtance and matter of the reſolutlon then communicated to him, 
the Governor, &c. of the Bank were unavoidably led to underſtand that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer continued bound by promiſe to them not to negociate 'a 


loan for the ſervice of his Imperial Majeſty, nor to make any remittance either to 


his ſaid Imperial Majeſty, or any foreign Prince, under any pretence whatſoever, 
without previouſly communicating ſuch his intention to the Bank of England, 
That the Directors did ſo underſtand him; and that, in their opinion, unleſs his 
anſwer to their reſolution was meant to apply to the whole of its contents, the con- 
duct of the Chancellor of the Exchequer was diſingenuous. 

15. That nevertheleſs the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for ſoine time prior to 
February 11 1796, clandeſtinely remitted, and did, for ſeveral months ſubſequent, 


clandeſtinely remit, for various foreign ſervices, large ſums of money; in defiance 


of his repeated promiſes, and particularly in violation of the engagements which 
were implied in the aſſurances given by him to the Bank of England upon their re- 
ſolution of the 11th February. 


16. That it appears, that if the ſaid advances of the Bank to Government had been 5 


Paid off, when required, or conſiderably reduced, the Bank would have been enabled 


to reduce, if expedient, the amount of its outſtanding notes; and that ſuch option 
would have been of eiſential {ervice to its intereſts, - 
17. Toat it appears, from the evidence of perſons connected with the Bank, 


that if he ald advances had been paid off, when required, or conſiderably reduced, 


the Bank would have been enabled to give more extended aid to the mercantile 1 in- 


tereſt of Great-Britain in the way of diſcount, 


18. That it appears chat if the advances on Treaſury bills bud been paid off when 


required, and as the Chancellor of the Exchequer had promiſed, and the foreign 


remittances abtained from as the Chancellor of the Exchequer had likewiſe pro- 


miſed, the necc:hty would probably not have exiſted for the Order of Council. 


19. That it appears to this Houſe upon the myſt attentive conſideration of the 
circumitances above ſtated, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer has been guilty 
of a criminal inattention to the public intereſt, and a high breach of duty, by which 
the credit of the nation has been materially impaired. | 


The Chancellor of the rag yo ſaid, that before he entered 


into 
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into a diſcuſſion of the various topics adduced by the honour- 


15 able Gentleman, he ſhould trouble the Houſe with a few 


words on one point, which certainly had not been much preſ- 
ſed on the attention of gentlemen, becauſe in his opinion, it 
could not be turned to the advantage of the hon. Gentleman 
who opened the debate. He meant the conſideration, whether 


28th of February, 1797, Government was juſtifiable in iſſuing 
the Order of Council of that date, That ſubject had already 
been ſo amply diſcuſſed, that it could not be pronounced too 
afluming in him to maintain that a contrary opinion could not 
poſſibly exiſt. It was fully admitted, that it would have been 
1 unwiſe and impolitic to have ſallored the Bank to have fol- 
EZ lowed its own courſe, and to have rejected the interference of 


tee, who, however they might differ on other points, had been 
unanimous in that poſition. It was alſo the ſentiment of the 
Directors of the Bank themſelves, and of the evidences ex- 
amined on the ſubject, that it would have been followed by 
the moſt dangerous conſequences, if the Bank had been ſuffered 
to be drained of its laſt guinea, He did not, therefore, think 
it neceſſary to detain the Houſe on a point ſo generally ad- 


not thought proper to move any ſpecific re{oſution on that 


caſh, but which were pointed directly at his ewn official con- 
duct; and here he ſhould obſerve, that however copioufly 
theſe cauſes had heen ſtated by the hon. Gentleman, they 
might in his mind be reduced to a few {imple and plain points. 
The motion ſubmitted to the Houſe appeared to hita to reſt on 
two diſtinct grounds: 1ft, as to the advances made to Govern= 
ment by the Bank in general, and the remittances made to the 
Emperor; and 2dly, with reſpect to the interences drawn by 
the hon. Gentleman, that theſe two circumſtances were the 
principal cauſes which produced the order for ſuſpending the 


tention of the Houſe to the farſt part, which related to himſelf 
and the Bank; and he ſhould beg leave to argue, that many 
other circumſtances, and thoſe very powerful in their opera- 
tion, were to be taken into conſideration, excluſive of the 
W cauſes aſſigned by the hon. Gentleman; 5 when thoſe cir- 
cumſtances to which he alluded came to be diſcuſſed, he would 
ſubmit to the Houſe whether they were not more prevalent | in 


| producing the Order of Council than thoſe ſuggeſts 15 the 


under all the various circumſtances exiſting previous to the 


Government. That opinion was recognized by the Commit- 


mitted, more particularly as the hon. Gentleman himſelf had 


head. He next came to what were termed the principal and 
leading cauſes which were ſaid to have produced the ſcarcity of 


iſſuing of cath by the Bank. He ſhould naturally call the at- 
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honourable Mover, That repeated applications had been made 
to him on the part of the Directors of the Bank, with re- 
ſpect io the advances and remittances complained of, he was 
ready to admit; and that aſſurances had been given by him to 
reduce the advance to 500, O00]. he was very far from que ſtion- 
ing. But the Houſe was in juitice bound to conſider of what pe- 
culiar nature thoſe circumſtances were, which prevented him 
from carrying into execution the aſſurances ſo e When 
the magnitude and diverſity of the operations of the preſent war 
were fairly viewed; when the unforeteen exigencies which 
called for unforeſeen expences were candidly weighed, he truſt- 
ed that it would not be denied, that it was completely impoſ- 
ſible to aſcertain with any exactneſs the amount of the diſburſe-— 
ments likely to be incurred, or to form eſtimates on which any 
reliance could he placed. Since, therefore, that poſition could 
not be rctated, and the impoſſibility of bringing forward certain 
eſtimates, was eſtabliſhed by experience, the only queſtion that 
remained to be decided by the Houſe was, in fact, whether the 
aſſurances made by Government were given with an evident 
intention of carrying them into execution ? Gentlemen ſhould 
alſo confider the particular ſteps that had been taken to ful- 
fil theſe aſſurances, and they would then be enabled to 
judge of the ſincerity of intention which which they had been 
advanced. It bad been argued, that the bill of 1793 was in 
contradiction to the act of William and Mary, on the {ſubject 
of making advances by the Bank to Government. The fact 

was directly contrary to that ſtatement, for he would maintain, 
that the legal conſtruction of the act of William and Mary 
did not go to prevent the Bank from advancing money to Go- 
vernment, but merely to prevent the anticipation of Parlia- 
mentary grants. It was neceſſary to rcmark in diſcuſſing this 
point, that the Bank did actually make advances to Govern- 
ment during the Jaſt war; and if the Directors of the Bank 
had conceived that they expoſed themſelves by ſuch a proceed- 
ing to the penalties provided by the act of William and Mary, 
they certainly would not have conſented to that meaſute. 
But they had made advances to a conſiderable amount, and 
bills of Exchange. had been alſo drawn in the ſame period, 
with the only difference, that they had been drawn by indivi- 

duals, and not by corporate bodies. Beſides, it thould be im- 
preſſed on the minds of Gentlemen, that the bill of 1793, 
which was ſaid to repeal that of King William and M. ary, 
was not introduced in a clandeſtine manner, but in the molt. 
open and parliamentary way. It was introduced by a reſolu-. 


tion of the Committee appointed for Wa EXPTets purpoſe, and 
that 
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that reſolution was recorded on the 1ournals of the Houſe. 
The bill itſelf ſtood at that moment on the ſtatute book with 
the title“ to remove doubts occaſioned by the former act,“ 
and he could venture to ſtate, that it had undergone diſcuſſions 
in another Houſe. The honourable Gentleman had noticed, 
in one of his reſolutions, that the treaſurv bills paid by the 
Bank amounted to 15 millions; but the queſtion was not, 
what had or what had not been paid, but what was the amount dt 


the out-ſtanding debt, and what che opportunities Government 


had to diſcharge it. He felt, that he lay under peculiar diſad- 


vantage in ſtating, but it was a diſadvantage which no human 
| foreſicht could poſſibly provide for, that he had been very much 
diſappointed | in the unexpected amount of the bills drawn from 
the Continent. It was equally true, that the ſame diſappoint- 


ment took place with reſpect to the ſums drawn for to meet 


the exigencies of the war in the Weſt Indies, and he could not 


even at that moment ſtate what might be their exact amount. 
Therefore, when the honourable Gentleman contended as an 


argument in favour of his own concluſions, that there had been 
many diſappointments in the different budgets, he contended 
for a matter which could not be denied, and was certainly an 

affair of great and ſerious concern; but he at the ſame time 
admitted that the financial ſeatemnerits were correct, founded, 
as they evidently were, on the probable eſtimates laid before 


the Houſe, Wh reſpect to the ſincerity of intention mani- 


felted by Government, in their endeavours to carry into exe- 
cution the aſſurances made of reducing the advances, he ſhould 
beg leave to refer to No. 10 of the Appendix to the report of 


the Select Committee, by which it appeared that the outſtand- 
ing bills of Exchange were reduced on the 5th of January 
1795, to 1,796,000. and on the 31ſt of March, to Foo, oool. 

Ihat they were not kept to that low ſum, he could only ob- 
ject the increaſe of the great and unavcidable expences which 
could not be foreſeen in the proſecution of the war. What, 


he ſhov1d aſk, was the amount of the bills of Exchange paid 
by Government from the 5th of January 1795, to the 5th of 
January 1790? They would be found to make the vaſt ſum 


of 8 millions, while the outſtanding bills were only 00,0001. 


He had not ſufficient foreſight to enable him to pay them all 
off, but that he did it within 500;oool. could not be denied. In 


making this ſtatement, he merely wiſhed to prove to the ſatsfac- 


tion of the Houle, that the declaration on his part to carry into 
execution the aſſurances made of reducing the adyances to 
Government Was perfectly Le, and he had on y to lament 


that 
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that his moſt ſanguine defires, and his conitant exertions to 
attain that great ob ject, had failed from the moſt unayoid ible 
circumſtances, The admiſſion of the Governors and Direc- 
tors of the Bank themlelves wa a point which fhould not be 
overlooked. So far were they from thinking that advances to 
Government were prejudicial to them, that their own con- 
duct furniſhed a ſtrong refutation of that idea. After their 


repreſentations to him in November, on the danger of mak-_ 


ing advances, they abſolutely agreed to the ſame meaſure 
in the ſubſequent month of July, and then advanced money 
on the land and malt, notwithſtanding their previous re- 


 monſtrances. He next came to the queſtion of the remit- 


tances made to the Emperor in 1795; and here he would 


ſubmit to the candour of the Houle, whether the aſſurances 


made to the Bank of reducing the advances, could with the 
tcaft degree of conſiſtency be "underſtood as operating to bind 
up the Executive Government from making any remittances 


whatever, however great the urgency of ſuch a meaſure might 


be, and, however neceſiary for the public ſafety. The reſult 
of ſuch an argument, if it were once admitted, would clearly 
be, that the Executive Government wou'd give up every 
means of aCting as it was bound to do, for the ſervice of the 


Rate, and according to the exigence and the neceſſity of the 
caſe which might occur Wen ſuch a motion as was then be- 


fore the Houſe wasinfifted on, it certainly was not too much to 
aſk that the grounds on which tlie charge was made ſhould 


be plain and free from ambiguity. Writout therefore 


meaning any perſonal application as to himſelf, he was 
at liberty to require that the Houſe ſhould weigh with 
peculiar caution an evidence arifing out of a verbal correſ- 
pondence, and in which one of the parties was diſtant and 


not even conſulted when it was committed to writing, after 


an interval of two or thrce days. For ſuch was the 1 nature 
of the teſtimony laid before the Committee in the mi- 
nutes of the Directors, relative to their applications to him, 
and his anſwers to thoſe applications. Since, therefore, the 
evidence was of fo very looſe a kind, the Houſe was called u 


on to act with peculiar delicacy, The advances which had 
taken place lince the applications of the Directors to him, aroſe 
evidently cut of a new ſtate af things, and could not apply to 
any diſcuſſion on that ſubje& which had previouſly exiſted be- 


tween them. Since the evidence laid before the Committee 
had been fo minutcly dwelt on by the honourable Gentleman, 
he af o thought it neceſſary to refer in his own defence to that 


teſtimony 


- 
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teſtimony, Mr. Giles ſtated, that the converſation which 
had taken place was relative both to the Joan and to the 
advances, yet it was ſomewhat ſingular, that in the mi- 
nutes made of that converſation, no mention whatever was 
made of the advances. Mr, Raikes, on the contrary, and he 
believed no man could object to the reſpectability of that Gen- 
tlewan's declaration, politively ſtated, that the converſation 
had no relation wi hatever to future advances. Thus, though 
there appeared no evidence that the converfation related to ad- 
vances, and though no notice whatever had been given to him 
on that ſubject, it was directly preſſed upon him as a ſpecific 
ground of crimination, and he was to be cenſured for a breach 
of faith, in not conſidering himſelf bound to the performance 
of a condition with which he was perfectly unacquainted, If 
the Directors of the Bank were actually in poſſeſſion of evi- 
dence which they had reafon to think might convict him, was 
it to be believed that they would not bring it directly forward 
as a charge againſt him, more particularly as they were led to 
conſider it in | the | ight of a meaſure on which their own ſafety 
ſo eſſentially depended? But ſo very far was the teſtimony 
from being incontrovertible, that it reſted on the moſt feeble 
grounds, and was in itſelf perfectly eontradictory, one Gentle- 
man ſtating a matter which was not recorded in the minutes, 
and the other giving evidence directly contrary to the former” $ 
declaration. | 
He next came to diſcuſs how far the remittances 185 to che 
Emperor could be conſidered as the principal leading cauſes of 
the Order of Council. Here it was neceſſary ſor him te no- 
tice a poſition aſſumed by the honourable Gentleman, that 
becauſe certain ſums were advanced, there ſhould be Bank 
Notes equal in amount to the total of thoſe advances. In the 
courſe of the year 1783, the adyances were little leſs than 
about this period, yet it was well known that the Notes in cir- 
culation in December, 1783, were not above {ix millions. 
There was fince. that time a difference in their amount from 
fix millions to between nine and. ten millions. It certainly 
could form no reaſon, that becauſe the advances were greatly 
beyond the notes iſſued, that the notes were not equal to meet 
them. The various cieulaton; of notes, and the circuitous 
manner in which they went through different hands, account- 
ed for a ſmall quantity of them being competent to diſcharge |, 
demands ſuperior in their amount. But it was faid, if the . g 
vances had not been made, the Bank would have deen ſafe. If 
by the Bank being ſafe was meant that it would be able to wind 
up its affairs, he could not, for his own patt, conſider that as 
an affair of — * and he 8 it would not be conſidered as 


{ uch 
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ſuch by any perſon who was ſerioully concerned for the proſpe- 
rity and credit of the country. With reſpect to the ſafety of 
the Bank, he was, on the contrary, of opinion, that it really 
conſiſted in giving vigour to the trade and commerce of the 
country, by diffuting a circulating medium, without which 
the nation would be unable to prefcrve its affluence and inde- 
pendence, and without which its deareſt intereſts would be ab- 
ſolutely deſtroyed. It was, he acknowledged, a queſtion of very 
great importance, how far a greater or leſs ifſue.of paper was fa- 
vourable to commerce. The honourable Gentleman faid, the 
Bank of England departed from the character of ſimplicity and 
Honeſty, which ought to diſtinguiſh all eſtabliſhments of that 
kind, when they had not money ſufficient to diſcharge all thei: 
out-ſtanding notes. So far from thinking ſo, he would aſſert, 
that-it Banks were compelled to have, upon every unfounded 
and unforeſeen alarm, a ſufficient quantity of money to anſwer 
the demands that might poſhbly might be made upon them, 
there was at once an end to that principle upon which banking 


had uniformly been conducted. That principle he had always 


_ underſtood to be the employing a circulating capital greater 
than the real one. The honourable Gentleman had offered no 
new arguments to ſhew that it was improper in the Bank to 
encreaſe their iſſues of paper. When a part of the circulating 
capital neceſſary for the purpoſes of commerce had, by what- 
ever means, been taken out of the country, it was neceffary to 
repleniſh the void which had been created. The only obvious 
means of doing this, was to iſſue Bank Notes fo long as a de- 
mand for them exiſted; Whatever the honourable Gentleman 
might think of this propoſition, it was certainly one which 
ought not to be rejected without due conſideration. He might 
indeed be juſtified in arguing that the country had now ex- 
perience of its truth, and of. the utility of its practical applica- 
tion. The honourable Gentleman entertained great doubts 
whether any diminution. in circulation could be aſcribed as a 
cauſe of the ſtopping of the Bank, and therefore ſeems to con- 
clude, that that event was entirely owing to the money ſent 
out of the country, But did not the honourable Gentleman 
acknowledge that the awount uf country bank notes in cir- 
culation had been greatly reduced? and was it not obvious that 
the operation of this diminution would be a demand for caſh, 
or ſome other ſubſtitute, wherever it could be found? Now the 
notes of the Bank of England affording an eaſy opportunity to 
the holder to turn them into cath, it was evident that the de- 
creaſe of country bank notes would tend to drain the. Bank 
of ſpecie, He next came to the queſtion, how far the — 
| Dr OY e 
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ſent out of the country, to the Emperor, or to any other 
Power, had led to the G.der of Council of the 26th of F. ebryg-, 
ary laſt. He ſhould, in the firſt place, obſerve, that if it was, 
eſtabliſhed, that there were a great number of other cauſes, 
which might all have equally conſpired to produce that event, it. 
could not, with any degree of juſtice, be aſcribed bo, 9%, 
one alone. If it was eſtabliſhed that an encreaſed capita 5 
required an encreaſed circulation, and that there was at the. 
ſame time a diminution in the amount of country Bank- 
notes, which operated to make a run on the Bank—if theſe, 
and many other cauſes appeared to have had a ſhare in oc- 
caſioning thoſe circumſtances. which rendered the order of 
Council neceſſary, he believed the honourable Gentleman 


would find it impoſſible to perſuade them, that it was occa- _ i 
ſioned ſolely by. the remitrances to the Emperor; even, if 
though it were to be admitted, that theſe remittances had, _ 5 
carried out of the country a conſiderable quantity of ſpecie A 
or bullion. There were many different theories of the ba- il 
| lance of trade, but he would not ſubſcribe to any of them, 4 
upon however high authority they might ſtand, without. i 
conſulting his own judgment, Much as he reſpeQed the 1 
opinions of that great writer, whoſe works the honourable 1 
Saanen had quoted, he could not help diſſenting from "i 
- ſeveral maxims which he had advanced. He thought that A 
great author, though always ingenious, ſometimes injudici-. Y 
ous. , It would be found, however, that Mr. Adam Smith, 3 
inſtead of going the length of the honourable Gentleman, 3 


had treated it as a vulgar opinion, that a number of millions. 
ſent out of the country during war, was injurious to com- 
merce. The honourable Gentleman had given an admoni-, 
tion to the Houſe; and he would take advantage of that 
admonition. He had ſaid, that if two events accompanied“ 
each other, it was not proper to aſſert, that one was the 
cauſe, and the other the effect. He would ſay alſo, and he 
believed the honourable Gentleman would agree with him in 
that opinion, that, though one event ſhould be predicted to 
be the effect of another, it was neither juſt nor proper to 
_ conclude; merely becauſe it Ne that fe prediction 
| was founded in truth. Much Nad been ſaid by the honour- 
able Gentleman, of the diſtreſſed ſtate of the country; but 
+ When the ſtate of the Exchange was proved to be favourable, 
and the exports encreaſing, it would be impoſſible for the 
honourable gentleman to prevail upon the Houſe to believe, 
that our trade was in ſuch a ſituation as he had deſcribed it. 


Vor. III. P 
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Indeed, it was a great conſolation for the Houſe to reflect, 
that commerce had poured wealth into the country in a far 

greater proportion, than the expences of war had drawn it 
out. It was a fact not to be diſputed, that the quantity of 
money now in the country, is not leſs than at the beginning 
of the war. Having thus ſtated the grounds upon which he 
oppoſed the honourable Gentleman's motion, he ſhould 
trouble the Houſe with no farther obſervations on the ſub- 


jet. He had wy to ſtate, that he left the deciſion of the 5 
queſtion in their hands, and he was convinced that they „ 
would determine upon it with juſtice and impartiality. _ $3 
Mr. Fox then roſe, and ſaid, that after the clear, perſpi- OY 
cyous and eloquent ſpeech of his honourable Friend; Ger £24 


t he unanſwered and unaoſwerable arguments which he had 
urged, it would be improper to detain the Houſe long upon bs 
the ſubje& which was now before it. He would not, there- 
fore, he hoped (but he was not fond of making promiſes), 
detain it long, while he made ſome obſervations on what 
had fallen from the Right honourable Gentleman, in a ſpeech 
of great length and conſiderable labour. That ,labour had 
been much employed on doubtful points of mneoryn pp. hugh | 
it was natural to expect ſome difference of opinion; i 
zoints, many of which were againſt himſelf, and which he 
ad in no inſtance anſwered; in others, in which he had 
grounded his defence'on an entire miſrepreſentation of the 
evidence to which he had referred; and in many, in which 
he had made uſe of the moſt forced and unnatural conſtruc- 
tions. The Miniſter was accuſed of having been in a con- 
| Hiderable degree the cauſe of the failure of the Bank, and 
that in a way to which he had not fairly adverted in the 
coutſe of his ſpeech, What was the misfortune chiefly 
complained of upon that head? That of the deſtruction of 
public credit. What was the mode by which that deftruc- 
| tion was effected? It was by the notorious want of public 
faith in the conduct of the Miniſter. That was the accu- 
ſation of His honourable Friend who brought, this ſubject 
forward. That was the accuſation which the Miniſter had 
to anſwer. He deferided himſelf by elaborate arguments, 
tending to ſhew that his want of faith, or rather that the 
3fſues which he occaſioned from the Bank, were not the ex- 
cluſive cauſe of the failure there. That was never ſtated to 
i be ſo. It was never pretended, that other cauſes might not 
baue had a ſhare in producing the effect. There were cauſes 
which we could not prevent, that might have contributed [20 
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BO the evil; but the Miniſter was not accuſed on their account, 
be was accuſed of only what he could have prevented, and 
WR. what it was his duty to prevent. There was no doubt, but 
„ that the alarm of invaſion had a conſiderable ſhare in cauſing 
1 the drain upon the Bank. That alarm, perhaps, the Mi- 
1 niſter could not prevent altogether; although, perhaps, it 


1 was an alarm which he might have diminiſhed ; but the | 
ro charge againſt him was of another nature, a charge which, {7 
9 indeed, he had not anſwered. There was one part of the | 
„ Miniſter's arzument which would be very convenient to 


—U— — eur p 


1 him, if the Houſe gave it full credit. It was this, that if 
RE it could not be proved how much could be aſcribed to each _ 
cauſe, it was unfair to blame him from that which had hap- 
pened to Public Credit. In order to anſwer this he would 
obſerve, it was ſufficient to ſay, that much of the evil was i; 
. owing, to the conduct of the Miniſter, however other events 3 
might alſo have contributed a ſhare in augmenting it. That | 
ſuch conduct had had that effect, was evident from experi- 9 
ence. We had known other alarms of an invaſion, and 
yet the effect was not the ſame upon the Bank, as had been 
in the preſent caſe. But even ſuppoſing the conduct of the b 
Miniſter had not produced the evils which it actually did = 
produce, yet ſtill he would ſay that his conduct was cri- 1 


minal upon the face of it, becauſe it had a direct and obvious i 


_ tendency to produce evil. The charge againſt the Miniſter -— 
was twofold. Firſt, that he had cauſed the Bank to make 
unſeaſonable advances, and to an enormous amount, upon 
Treaſury Bills. Upon this the Miniſter defended himſelf 1 
by ſtating, that the Act of Parliament, upon the authorit7 [ 

of which this practice had taken place, was not a clandeſ- 4 
tine Act of Parliament. We all know, that ſtrictly ſpeak- "oh 
Ing, there could be no ſuch thing as a clandeſtine law; that 

every body was bound to know jt; that it was the duty of 

the Members of that Houſe, to attend to and watch the 
Pprogrets of every Bill in that Houſe ; but yet, ſpeaking the 
Ee language of practical common ſenſe, it was well known 

535 that there. were many things paſſed as buſineſs of courſe in 

3 that Houſe, to which the maſs of that Houſe were inatten- 

tive; nor could the Miniſter blame them for being ſo, ſince 

he himſelf had ſtated, that in the multiplicity of public 
affairs, he had forgot to attend to a ſubject in which millions 
of money were concerned. However, the Miniſter had in- 
troduced a clauſe into the Act of William and Mary, which 

z mounted to a complete . of the ſalutary proviſions of 
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that ſtatute. He called it a clauſe only to remove doubts ; 
doubts which he hardly thought worth entertaining; fo little 
did. that appear to be ſo, that he had, on the contrary, a 
clear opinion that the Statute, 'before the Miniſter introtuced 
his clauſe into it, abſolutely prohibited, under a ſevere pe- 
nalty, the iſſuing of money in the manner in which the Bank 
had afterwards iſſued it to Government. The Miniſter had 
ſaid, that the Bank had done ſo before this clauſe paſſed. 


That many things had been done, which were irregular, he 
had no doubt; nor was it difficult to aſſign a reaſon why the 


Directors ſhould apply for an amendment to an Act, the 
proviſions of which inflicted a penalty on themſelves for 
what (out of inadvertence, or a diſpoſition to oblige the 


Miniſter) they had formerly done. But the Act alluded to, 


was not that for which the Directors applied :—they had 


applied only for that which would empower them to iſſue 
money to a limited ſum. The Act was paſſed to empower 


them to iſſue money, but omitting any thing like limitation 


to the ſum. This was criminal in the Miniſter ; for it gave 


to him a fatal facility of command over all the caſh in the 
Bank; and we all know the uſe he has made of that power. 
Ile ſaid now, indeed, that he intended to make a moderate 
uſe of that power. He promiſed to do fo. He ſaid, that 
he intended to keep his word. He made that promiſe fix 


times; and it was ſix times he broke that promiſe. This 


might do very well for ſuch a Miniſter as the preſent ; but 


he apprehended rhat, if a man was to follow ſuch a practice 


in the courſe of private life, his reputation for honeſty 
would not be very high. The Miniſter ſaid, that he cal- 
culated upon the probability of circumſtances as well as he 
could, but they came ſo thick upon him that he was diſ- 
appointed. That might be an apology for the ſecond appli- 


cation; but what was to be ſaid for the 3d, 4th, 5th, and 
Gth : were they all to be apologies for one another, as the 


the firſt was for the ſecond? They certainly could not: 
there was evident miſconduct on the face of it. 
Miniſter laid great ſtreſs upon the ſums of money which he 
had cauſed to be repaid into the Bank from time to time, to 
keep his engagement with the Directors. To which the 
anſwer was, That was not the engagement ; the engage- 
ment. was, that the Bank ſhould never be in advance to 


Government beyond a certain ſum. The Bank had never 


ſaid, if he paid them one, two, three, four, five, or any 
nutaber of millions, that then he ſhould draw upon them to 
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any amount he pleaſed. The engagement was, that Govern- 
ment ſhould never be in their debt at any one time above 
half a million. That was the promiſe which the Miniſter 


had frequently made, and as frequently broken. This was 


a crime in the Miniſter. Had it happened but once, and 
that when Parliament was not fitting, there might have been 


ſomething like an excuſe for it. But he followed this prac- 
tice for a whole year, and never once intimated it to Par- 
liament, although, in that time, he brought forward a Loan, 
and opened, as he ſaid, to the Houſe, all the circumſtances 


of the finance of the country. He concealed all this from 


the Houſe and the public, even after the ſtrong memorial 
of the Bank againſt his conduct. He even, after all this, 
adviſed his Majeſty in the month of October, to tell us, that 
there had been a temporary difficulty, but concealed that he 


had thus extorted money from the Bank. Nothing appeared 
at that time, that he had failed to fulfil his promiſes with the 


Bank. At that time, therefore, he made no proviſion for 
this extortion, Perhaps, the Miniſter did not think of theſe 
trifles at that time; his mind was otherwiſe employed; it 
was occupied, perhaps, with his Cavalry, Militia, and other 
good and popular Bills, which were paſling at that time; 
and he was willing that the Members of the Houfe ſhould 
go into the country with nothing upon their minds, but the 
plan whereby theſe excellent Bills ſhould be carried into 
practical effect. He could not find in the time one 


day to come to the Houſe, and ſtate the truth upon the 


ſituation of the finance of the country. And now e that theſe 


things were objected to, the Miniſter expected to be ac- 
quitted by the Houſe, that was to ſay, that he laid his caſe 
before a Houſe of Commons that had an entire dependance 


on the will of the Crown, and was wholly unconnected 
with the people, and therefore regardleſs of their intereſts. 
That they were, what ſome invidious perſons ſtated them 
to be, a body of men who miſrepreſented the people of 
England. That it was enough for the Miniſter to recur 
to what had been called the burthen of a ſong, He had not 
time.” He had not time to tell us the truth of the ſtate of 
the finance of this country. He had not time to aſk the 
Houſe of Commons, whether they would enable him to 
fulfil a promiſe which he had made without their conſent, 
or even knowledge. He had not time-to inform us of what 
he was doing, although he ſhould afterwards call for taxes 
to defray the expence of it. He had no recollection, per- 


haps, 
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haps, of it at that ime, although it was his duty to lay the 
documents that related to it before the Cabinet.. Ms. 
Fox went over the material parts. of the evidence of Mr. 
Giles, Mr. Boſanquet, and other Gentlemen, as ſtated in 
the Report, in order to {hew that the drain upon the Bank 
was pointed out to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as well 
as the effect which it would produce; and alfo to prove, that 
the Directors underſtood the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to declare and promiſe to them, at an early period of the 
correfpondence between them, that no further Loan or 
advances were to be made to the Emperor, before thoſe 
advances already made by the Bank ſhould be reduced. 
The contrary of the whole faith of which promiſe was the 
conduct of the Miniſter, and that was the moſt material 
charge againſt him. He blamed the Directors for not 
having referred to the letter and the ſpirit of our Conſtitu- 
tion, and have come to the Houſe of Commons, and ſtated 
the whole truth, in order to give the Houſe of Commons 
an opportunity of ſtopping the Miniſter in his ruinous 
Career. But what would be the effect on the public mind 
in conſequence of what had happened? They would feel, 
that the Houſe had entered into a dreadful war upon the 
authority of the Miniſter as to its neceſſity. That, in con- 
dequence of the connexion between that Miniſter and the 
Bank, the expence of a great part of that war was to be 
ſupported for a time by advances made by the Bank to- that 
Miniſter, without ſo much as the knowledge of the Repre- 
ſentatives of the people; and this was, after all, a free 
Conſtitution, where the Miniſter kept from the knowledge 
of the people, even the mode of raiſing the money which 
they were to pay. He knew: that there was ſome excuſe 
for the Directors, for the terror that was held out to them 
might have had ſome effect upon their conduct, to ſay 
nothing of the poſſibility of another ſpecies of influence; 
but the Miniſter was left abſolutely without excuſe. og 
- He proceeded upon the ſubject of the drain of caſh, and aſ- 
| Ggned for it reaſons very different from thoſe urged by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. He ridiculed the idea that an 
attempt on the part of the Bank to leſſen the outſtanding de- 
mands againſt it, in order to preſerve credit, would be injurious 
10 their intereſt, &c. as alſo the motions of the Miniſter upon 
what he called the neceſſity of increaſing the circulating me- 
dium before it was proved that our capital was increaſed. Such 
attempts reſembled thoſe of a perſon who, becauſe {pecie was 
ons n Icarce, 
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ſcarce changed his gold into ſilver, and ſilver into gold every 
day, in order to avoid the inconvenience of a general ſcareity 
of ſpecie. He contended alſo that there was much fallacy in 
the Miniſter's conctuſions from the imports and exports in the 
Miniſter's concluſions from the imports and exports in the 


courſe of the war, and by which he had attempted to impoſe 


upon the Houſe. Upon theſe points he ſaid that there had not 


been a ſcintilla of reaſon on the part of the Miniſter. He ob- 


ſerved that the Miniſter. had been pleaſed to ſay nothing to us 
of comfort on the general ſcale of Europe, well knowing he 
could not do fo. he only point of conſolation he had at- 


tempted was that of the extent of our commerce. There was 


one point upon that ſubject in which he concurred with the 


Miniſter, namely, that theories upon theſe matters could not 
be truſted, except where. they were accompanied by experi- 
ence. He thought the Houſe ought to look at our increaſed 
debt with ſome caution. In the war which was begun by Sir 
Robert Walpole, the amount of our exports was only eight 
millions; in the year 1789, they were fifty millions, or there- 


abouts; in the courſe of the ſeven years war our exports in- 


creaſed from 13 to 16 millions. He could not, however, help 
obſerving, that he had not gained in this proportion in national 


proſperity. He defired the Houle to look at the increaſe of 
our debt, it was now ' increafed to four hundred millions and 


% 


upwards. - The burthen impoſed upon the people was ſeven 


millions annually, and this we were not ſure we ſhould be able 


to continue. There was a ſituation in human affairs in which 
it was faid that ignorance was a bleſſing, and that it would be 
folly to become wiſe, We were now in that ſituation. It was 
hardly worth while to awake us out of our dream of proſperity, 
when it was clear that when we awoke we could only ſee that 
we could hardly fave ourſelves from defiruQtien. The queſtion 

before the Houſe was this, whether the Houſe, would Fol to 


ſupport the Miniſter, and thereby run the country to certain 


. 


time by their exertion ? 


and immediate ruin, or take the chance of ſaving it for ſome 
Mr. . Smith ſaid a few words for the motion. 


Mr. H. Thornton moved the previous queſtion on the firſt 
reſolution propoſed by Mr. Grey, on the ground that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ought not to be cenſured for a 


breach of promiſe, when circumſtances of an unforeſeen nature 


Had ariſen which had rendered it impoſſible that his promiſe 


ſhould be fulfilled. Mr. H. Thornton alſo made ſome remarks 
on the 100 ſanguine calculation of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
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chequer reſpecting the probable income and outgoing of the 
country, which had led to the diſappointment complained of by 


the Bank. He likewiſe defended ſome poſitions in his (Mr. 


Thornton's). evidence before the Houſe, which had been con+ | 


troverted 1 Mr. Grey and Mr. Fox. 
Aſter a 
on the motion as {ne een e 0 


* 
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The- other refolutions were then put and negatived withonr 


a diviſion, excepting the laſt, which went to Car Jan a vote of 


cenſure on Mr. Pitt, when there appeared, ; 
© Noes ( n the vote of Center) 206 


= | e. (For it „ 60 
1015 Majority ” 1 Tn com per 
nn 146 
dene at half {poſt one, 1 
8 - HOUSE Or LORDS. 
Da - WepnesDay, May. 17. 


| of ſeſſion in Scotland 


* 


40 en priwate bills vere b brought vp from the Commons | 
age ARR 4 4 : 


„ , Waonzesav, May TH 


8 Me. Fox gave notice; that on Friday ſe 'nnight it i was in- 


tended; either by himſelf, or an hon,” Friend of his (Mr. Grey) 
to bring forward a motion for a reform in the repreſentation of | 
the people in the Commons Houſe in Parliament. 
The Cambric and French Lawns bill was read a ſecond time 


and committed. 
The Debtors Allowanbe bill, 'and the Lindrades Wy North, 


Curry Incloſure bills, were read 3 a third time and paſſed, 


A petition was preſented from the landholders and graziers, N 


in Somerſetſhire, in favour of the bill againſt foreſtalling. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up accounts; | pu "ark to 
. 177 0 r, 


Le | }+ $.1 5 *** 
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w further words from Mr. Fox, the Houſe divided 


T 2 Lordſhips heard Council in an appeal from. the Court 
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order, of monies advanced to his Imperial Majeſty, which were 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The Houſe in a Committee of Supply, it was reſolved that 
the ſum of 1,620,000]. be granted to his Majeſty for paying 
bills accepted by the Lords Commiſhoners of the Treaſury; 
alſo that the ſum of 833,000]. be granted towards paying off 
and diſcharging Exchequer bills iſſued by virtue of the act paſſed 
laſt ſeſſion, and to be charged on the Land and Malt tax; the 
Houſe being reſumed, the t was ordered to be received the — 
next day 1 

In a Carkinitine of Ways and Nea the e of the | 
Exchequer moved, that the ſum of 1,620,0001. advanced to the. 
Emperor, be made payable out of the loan of 14, 500, col. the 

motion was agreed to, and the Houſe being een the 1 | 
was ordered to be received the next day. 

The bill for guaranteeing the loan to the er 8 * 
1,620,000]. was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſe-" 

| cond time the next day. 1 

The Houſe went into a Committes.onathe e | 9 

Canſes bill, but there not being forty merabers ene the | 
A W e it a. the next dannn ESL) 


17 
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The bill for EET a free port in the iſland: of Trinidad, = 
was read a firſt time. HE 15 
The Vagrant bill was read a third time, and paſſed... 1 0 3 
The Committee on the bill for allowing an additional bonus | 1 
o the contributors to the loan of 18 millions, Was put « off. till 
: Monday. . TM 
The bill for guaranteeing = 3 on 1 dividend of. 
the Imperial loan to the amount of 1 gel was read a le- . 
cond time. 3 
The Committee on * Stamp Duty bill, was deferred dll vs i 
Monday N . | 
Ihe order for taking into conſideration the. petition ce 1 It 
plainiag of an undue election for the county of Flint, was diſ- 
charge for the ken ff 0 une, and fixed for be Sighth, 
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circumſtances on which it reſted, very intereſting. Callous as 
men had become to ſcenes of deſtruction and miſery from the 
ſcenes of horror to which they were now ſo habituated, the 
details which this ſubject preſented, were of a character fo pe- 
_ culiarly ſhocking, as he truſted would awaken the feelings of 
humanity in the moſt obdurate breaft, and inſpire but one ſen- 
ti ment as to the propriety of recalling the remains of our gallant 
ar my in St. Domingo from that land of death. When he firft gave 
notice of a motion upon the ſubject, he was doubtful whether 
he ſhould propoſe the appointment of a Committee to examine 
in to it, or an addreſs to his Majeſty that he would give direc- 
tions that the army ſhould be withdrawn. The papers, how- 
ever, laid upon the table had afforded ſo much information, 
and fo much evidence, and the events which had lately taken 
place in Europe, had determined him to adhere to the latter 
mode. In addition to the enormous expence which St. Do- 
mi ngo had occaſioned; and the melancholy lift of deaths which 
the papers laid before the Houſe exhibited, conſiderations 
werſul in ſupport of his propoſition, the circumſtance of the 

, mperor cf Germany having made a ſeparate peace, give it ad- 
ditional weight. We were now left alone. to contend. with an 
enemy whole military talents and civil policy had broken to 
pieces the formidable confederacy by which their liberty was 
threatened, Were the mind to give way to any thing like 


ö | ſuperſtition in the events with which this was attended, it 
4 [ would look like a political retribution, that under the walls of 
_ © Vienna thoſe who in the manifeſto of the Duke of Brunſwick 


menaced Paris with military execution, were compelled to re- 
cCeiei ve the conditions of peace from a victorious general of the 
French Republic. The more, therefore, to huſband our 
ſtrength and our reſources, we ought to bring home thofe troops 

from diſtant regions to defend that property and that conſtitu- 

tion, the ſafety of which was the original pretence for the war. 

Fhe conduct of the war had frequently been diſcuſſed in that 

Houſe, where there was more difference of opinion than with- 

ont. In almoſt every diſcuffion out of doors, the Dy 

_ concurred in the ſentiment that it had been ſhamefully mil 
managed, and even it had been obſerved of the laſt Parliament, 

by a great man no longer in the Houſe (Mr. Burke), that 

© though Adminiſtration had the votes, Oppoſition had the 
opinions of the majority of the Houſe of Commons. Whe- 

ther this would hold true of the preſent Parhament time would 

| ſhew. No where, however, h ad the miſconduct of Miniſters 
been more conſpicuous than in the Weſt Indies. Thoſe who 
EO BON WT e conſidered 


conſidered the object of the war to be the reſtoration of mo- 
narchy and deſpotiſm in France, thought that warfare a bad 
diverſion of our ſtrength, but even upon the principle that 
the object of Weſt Indian warfare was good, the conduct 


St. Domingo was of great extent, and its reduction certainly 


the inhabitants was expected, but for this idea there was no 
ground. The attempt was even likely to excite the jealouſy 
of Spain, at that time our ally. The aCtive force of France in 
the ifland confiſted of 6000 troops; the choice of the National 
Guards newly arrived under Santhonax, 9ooo; previoully on 
the iſland, 10,000 diſciplined Blacks; amounting in all to 2 5,000 
effective men, to which might be added 40,000 revolted Ne- 
groes ready to join the French. The force ſent for carrying 
the deſign into effect was 800 men under Colonel Whitlock, 
Even had the inhabitants been willing to throw themſelves un- 
der the protection of this country, were they likely to do fo 
when they ſaw no force to defend them ? Nor was it probable 


animated France at the commencement of the Revolution ex- 
tended to the planters, who ſent eighteen deputies to the Tiers 
Etats. The repreſentations of Emigrants were not good ground, 
and theſe were not juſtified by what appeared. The inſurree- 
tions which had broken out between the planters and the 
people of colour, were believed to have been fomented by the 
royaliſts, and any expedition which was undertaken by this 
country under the direction of men of this deſcription was not 
hkely to meet with a favourable reception. However, it was 


idea known to be entertained of this enterpriſe had likewiſe 
firſt prompted Santhonax to iſſue a proclamation giving liber 
to the ſlaves, in order to induce them to defend the iſland. 


of general liberty which the French entertained, The moſt 
important acquiſition of the troops under Colonel Whitlock, 
was Cape Nicholas Mole, where there was a very ſtrong har- 
habitants left the town, a pretty ſtrong proof that they were 
were repulſed, and every thing ſhewed that nothing was to be 
expected from the co-operation of the inhabitants. Aſter this 
experience of the difficulties of the undertaking, and of the diſ- 
poſition of the inhabitants, it ought to have abandoned. 
Admitting the object to have been great, it had been tried, and 
eee e _ 22 promiſed 


\ 


Mar 18.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, +79 


which Miniſters had followed was improper. The ifland of 


an ardnous enterpriſe. It might be ſaid, that the affiſtance of 


tbey were fo inclined, The fame ſentiments of liberty which 


in concert with them that the enterpriſe was attempted. The 
This was a meaſure of defence, not the reſult of any principle 


bour. But as ſoon as it was given up by the prong the in- 


not favourable to our views. In the next attempt our forces 


1 


— 


— = 3 — 
ob gl B STIT? 6 RYE = "RES. 2 r 2 
— —— ——— 2 —— are. + - _ — — as > qt 
—_ ed = — — — * © — — - — — 
—— on" et re An en — — « Sn its 
Sr CN RC RY — = S266, — 
— — 2 : — — I - * 8 


— — 


; 
U 
1 
{ 
1444 
15 
i 
in 
144 
| 


180 _-WQODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY /REPORTS. Conn, 
promiſed no ſucceſs. Reinforcements, however, were brought 
from Jamaica, freſh attempts were made without ſucceſs, till 
the yellow fever, with its deſtructive ravage, appeared: In 
May, 4794, General White arrived with troops from England. 
Port au Prince was carried, Colonel Lenox arrived with the 
flank companies from the Leeward Iſlands, and in conſequenee 
of this reduction of our force in that quarter had Guadaloupe 
been loſt. As ſoon as they arrived the troops ſeemed death- 
ſtruck; 40 officers and 600 men died in the ſpace of two 
months. Two years experience ſhewed that nothing towards 
the complete ſucceſs of- the deſign could be achieved. This 
was the time then for Miniſters to have conſidered, the pro- 
priety of perſevering in the meaſure. Ihe ravages of the yel- 
low fever were fo fatal, that our forces were obliged to confine 
themſelves to acting on the. defenſive, and were under no leſs 
apprehenſion from thoſe who were called their friends than from 
their open enemies. After four years war, in ſhort, it appear- 
ed that no acquiſitions of any importance, except Port au 
Prince, had been obtained, more than had been acquired with- 
in the firſt ten days. The places which were in our poſſeſſion 
did not afford any produce beyond the reach of the cannon. 
There were no imports from the part of St. Domingo in our 
poſſeſſion. Notwithſtanding that the harbour of Cape Nicholas 
Mole continued ours, the enemy, with their privateers from 
Aux Cayes, committed great depredation on our ſhipping, and 
no advantage with Which our acquiſitions were attended could 
counterbalance the expence and the mortality with which they 
were purchaſed: The expence had been found to be progreſ- 
five. In 1794, it was 296,000). ; in 1795, 772,000. ; in 
1790, 2, 211, 00l.; and in January, 1797, alone, it had been 
700, 00. Miniſters certainly would be moſt criminal if 
they had not endeavoured to controul this expence, but it 
ſeems they had attempted it in vain. Were we to go on then 
with this uncontrouled expence ? In four years, the bills on 
the Treaſury, from every part of the world, had been ſixteen 
millions, thoſe from this ſingle ifland were between four and 
five. millions, more chan a fourth of the whole! For a large 
army, of 30,000 men, on the Continent, in 1794, bills to the 
amount .of two millions, and in 1795, three millions, were 
drawn, while St. Domingo had alone conſumed ſuch enor- 
mous ſums. . But Miniſters ſaid, they had endeavoured to 
. controul the expence. What occaſion was there, in the cir- 
cuniſtances of our poſſeſſion, for a civil 'eſtabliſhment? A per- 
ſon, however, with the title of Chief Judge, and firſt Preſident, 
me only one appointed in England, which W ex- 
le e en eee eee ee „ FPRiged 
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plained the circumſtance, had an allowance of 2,500]. a year, 
a perſon who had been found unfit for his fituation, and Had 
returned to this country, but ſtill enjoyed his ſalary. This was 
a good ſpecimen of the jobs which it afforded. The civil eſta- 
bliſhments were in the hands of men who amaſſed immenſe 
fortunes at the expence of the country. The French who ad- 
| hered to our cauſe, were actuated by motives of intereſt alone, 
and by the advantages which they derived from its ſervice; 
But the mortality, which attended our continuing to occupy 
theſe poſſeſſions, were ſtill more ſerious. . It was facrificing a 
number of gallant men to certain death, without the conſola- 
tion of being uſeful to their country. Up to the 3d of Septem- 
ber laſt, 5,500 had died, and few of theſe by the ſword of the 
enemy. Till November, 1795, not more than an hundred had 
fallen in the field.“ In March, 1796, there had died, 129 offi- 
cers, and 5840 men. The number of thoſe who had fallen vic- 
tims to the peſtilence of the climate, might therefore eaſily be 
gathered. Nor were the men ſeaſoned by time to the climate. 
The attack of the yellow fever was almoſt always mortal, and 
it was even apt to recur. After, the year 1795, Miniſters muſt 
have been ſenſible of the impoſſibility of ſucceeding in their 
deſign. In their perſevering in it againſt every conſideration 
of prudence and regard for the lives of ſo many gallant men, 
they had evinced a degree of miſconduct which no part of their 
adminiſtration ſurpaſſed. As Miniſters, however, had failed 
to adviſe his Majeſty to withdraw the troops from St. Domingo, 
it became the duty of the Houſe to ſupply their neglect. Mr. 
St. John read a paſſage from Mr. Burke's Regicide Peace, in 
which the ſyſtem purſued in the Weſt Indies is ſeverely re- 
probated ; and concluded with moving, that an humble — 
„ Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, praying that he i 
would be gracioully pleaſed to give direCtions that the troops —— mY 
& in St. Domingo thould forthwith be withdrawo.“ . 
Mr. N feconded the motion; nn To Fat org ! 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that, if he were to indulge his | 


- 


own private inclinations, he ſhould occupy bur a ſmall portion 
of the time and attention of the Houſe, being diſpoſed, from 
the view he took of the motion; to confine himſelf to a very 
few ſentences. If he were to confine himſelf cloſely to the f 
queſtion propoſed by the honourable Gentleman for the con- 
currence of the Houſe, it would not be neceſſary for him 5 
to ſay many words: but, from certain general expreſſions = 
which had fallen from the honourable Gentleman in the | 
courſe. of his ſpeech, the Houſe would allow it was impoſſible. 1 
for him to remain ſilent under the general charges which had _ 
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been laid againſt him and his colleagues; charges of a conduct, 
for which, if they were held blameable, they were blameable 
in common with every adminiſtration, and every Miniſter - 
entruſted with the conduct of military affairs, in every war in 


which the coantry had been engaged for the preſent century. 


But before he adverted particularly to the ſeveral charges of 
the honourable Gentleman, he would make an obſervation 


or two on the concluſion of his ſpeech. The honourable Gen- 
tleman had concluded with an extract from a book written 


by a right honourable Gentleman, to whoſe perſon, and to 
whoſe writings he was very willing at all times to pay the 
2 50 of reſpect. With regard to the ſentiments expreſſed 

by that Gentleman, in the extract which had been read, they 


had been long known to him; he knew, that it was that 


Gentleman's opinion, that if the troops which had been ſent 


to the Weſt Indies were applied to continental operations, 


the war would have been better conducted ; he knew, too, 
that this was the right honourable Gentleman's opinion, be- 
fore it was thrown into the ſhape in which the Houſe had juſt 


heard it read. But highly as he thought of the ſentiments of 
that reſpectable perſon, he could not tubſcribe to them, nor 


to any authority, however reſpectable, when his own under- 
ſtanding did not coincide with it to convince him. He 
would, therefore, ſay that nothing he had heard from that 


right honourable Gentleman, nor from the honourable Gen- 


tleman who made the motion, could induce him to believe 
that it was the duty of adminiſtration, in any war, to abandon 
the intereſts of the colonies, and to employ the ſtrength, 
which ſhould be applied to that purpoſe, in expeditions of a 
different nature. If Gentlemen would look back to our hiſ- 
tary, they would find that in no war, which was well con- 


ducted, had ever ſuch a principle entered into the minds of Mini- 
ſters; and was there ever a war, in which it had not been held 
the beſt and wiſeſt policy to direct our force againſt the co- 


lonial interefts of the enemy, and to the protectjon of our own. 
Therefore, when the honourable Gentleman, or any other, 
Rated that the Weſt India war was criminal, becauſe there 
had been a great expence of money, and what was much 
' worſe, a great expenditure of lives, they were, in fact, uttering 
. a groſs libel on every adminiſtration which had ever conducted 


a war for Great Britain. For his part, he was old faſhioned 
enough to feel a 2 diſpoſition to follow up the ſteps, 


of thoſe of his predeceſſors, whoſe good conduct had obtained 


he ſuffrage of the nation, than to adopt the new-fangled ideas 


of! _ or war, which he ſometimes heard broached, ew 
tk: talents 
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talents or fituation of the perſon who broached them what they 
might. In the war of 1763, which no one would deny had a 
moſt glorious and advantageous termination for England, how 
was our force directed? Againſt Canada, againſt Marigalante, 
againſt Martinico, againſt St. Lucia, &c. The reſult was 
fortunate, while France had not been able in that war to 
make one Weſt India conqueſt. Not only the perſons who 
conducted that war thought that they directed the force well, 
but every one ſince had allowed it. The preſent war, upon 
which the epithet of inglorious, had been ſo often liberally 
beſtowed, was, in reſpe& to Weſt India acquiſitions, ſtill more 


_ glorious than that of 1763, or any former war: for, with the 


exception of the iſland of Guadaloupe, Britain was now in 
poſſeſſion of every one of the Leeward iflands ; fo that as a 
war, in which we were contending for colonial intereſt, with 
France, we ſtood, in point of ſucceſs, in a more elevated ſitua- 
tion than ever. And as to the queſtion, whether it was ſound 
policy or not, to direct our force to that quarter, he would, upon 


the authority he had already ſtated, aflume that it was for the 


intereſt of the country to maintain our, colonial poſſeſſions : 


and he would give this as an anſwer to the honourable Gentle- 
man who made the motion, as well as to the extract from 


that elegant pamphlet which he had read. At the ſame time 
he would remind the Houſe of the peculiar injuſtice with 
which he and his friends were treated on this point. When 
troops were firſt ſent to the Continent to protect Holland and 
the Netherlands, the Houſe would recollect that they were 
9 trom the oppoſite ſide of the Houſe for neglecting 
the Weſt India colonies; he begged of Gentlemen, then, as 
they muſt attack him, to attack him conſiſtently, and not at 
one time to attack him for neglecting, and at another for pre- 


ſerving, the Weſt India colonies. - No longer ago than laſt 


ſpring, a very heavy attack was made upon him, in order to 
prove that the Weſt Indies had been entirely neglected; he 
had repelled the attack, and proved to the Houfe that the 
charge was totally groundleſs; and this day he was called upon 


to defend himſelf againſt a charge ofaidireAMly oppoſite nature. 


The Iſland of St. Domingo-was tlie object of this day's attack, 
and an endeavour was made to prove that we ſhould never 


have attempted to get poſſeſſion of it, and that having got a 


part af it, we ſhould-direMy abandom it. If it was, a8 it had 


always been held to be, right palicy in this country to make 


it the principle object of any war to protełt our own Weſt 
Ladis cebonies, and annoy; thoſe'of the gnempy, then 4h far the 
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iſland of St. Domingo was a great object, not only to ſecure 
ourſelves, but to leſſen the maritime power. of France; for 
was it ever yet ſtated by any man, that it was not at all to be 
doubted; that the naval power of France always reſted almoſt 
entirely ſor its ſupport and ſtrength on their poſſeſſion of the 
iſland of St. Domingo. If Gentlemen would take the pains 
to enquire into the point, they would find this aſſertion con- 
firmed beyond all poſſibility of diſpute: they would ſer, 
that when France had full poſſeſſion of it, the exports of that 
land amounted 10 no leſs than ſeven millions ſterling. "This 
was at the reduced price ſugars then bore ; but, at the price 
which ſugars bring at the preſent. day, the exports of St: Do- 
mingo would amount to full ten millions ſterling; and the 
men employed in that trade were the foundation of the mari- 
time power of France, and the foundation of its commerce. 
The iſland of St. Domingo alone produced one-third more 
than all the Britiſh Weſt: India iſlands, Jamaica itſelf included; 
8o chat he was well warranted in ſaying, that che ſugar trade 
in Europe was, bythe; poſſeſſion of that important iſland, 
almoſt wholly in the poſſeſnon of France: and whatever af 
Fforded ground for trade, afforded alſo ground for maritime 
ſtrength. Even in that! ſolitary point of view, being engeged 
in a war 1 F rancd ups he wrong) to Aue, ik if, it was 


+4 4% 


2 falfcien ee to he Oe of the honourable Gente 
WAR... e 3412. oy avi 3711 te e OTF nine fo cody oh 
# But he had Gated ĩt much fop: narrowly indeed, when: bp 
| ſpgke of it, as it! affectell; the intereſts of France only; for 
the poſſeſnon of St. Doming was alſo the protection 
of our OWN, reſaurces; and:io the Maritime power, Which 
we derived from the poſſeſſion of Jamaica. At all times, 
While a war ſubſiſted between Great Britain and France, 
Jamaica was tlie object of our continhal anxiety. and: ſoli- 
' Bituds: for, fromm, the contiguity and local ſituation of 
Homingo, as well as from Wee ehe harbours- with | 
which. the coaſt of that iſland ist indented, it as always . 
aſſumed as à fact, and, indeed, ſo plain ad to be reduced io 
an ax iom, that Iamaica was in continual dan 77 from it. 
Every ſoldier, therefore. every ſatlor—every p that was 
fent to Domingo was ſent to Jamaich. The hongurable 
Gentleman himſelf 9005 admitted, chat the harbour of 
og Mole e ule oi hs os of ak 8 
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Jable value to us—a harbour which commanded the whole 
windward paſſage, would be allowed by any Gentleman in 
the Houſe to be at leaſt material to us. Thefe were topics 
which he had maintained in all wars, and which he would 
maintain now. But it did not reſt here—it was yet to be con- 
fidered what the ſitüation of St. Domingo was during the 
whole period of the war. He begged leave to correct a 
miſtake the honourable Gentleman had fallen into, hen he 
ſaid, the calamities of St. Domingo had ariſen from our 
n troops there. This was by no means founded i in fact 
or reaſon. 


commencement of the war, there was a dangerons infur- 
rection of negroes in chat iſland; and Lord Effingham, who 
was then gavernor of Jamaica, ſent a force to it to protect 
the Government of it from the Inſurgents. This inſurZ 
rection, though it was checked from time to time, was 
never completely quelled; but that very circumſtance juſti- 
fied the meaſure : for on our connection with St. Domingo, 
depended ſolely the ſafety of Jamaica. The Houſe, in re- 
garding this queſtion, would take into conſideration, that 
in this war a ſcene unheard of, and a policy unexampled, 
were purſued. The French not only abandoned their own 
_ Hlands to inſurrection, but promoted it, and endeavoured 
to make the negroes in all parts, and in our own iſlands, 
inſtruments to avenge them on this country. He put it to 
the hononrable Gentleman himſelf, whether, ſuppoſing every 
other reaſon out of the queſtion, Great Britain could remain 
an indifferent ſpectator of a body of five thouſand negroes 


illand contiguous to their colonies? Was there any man 
who would agree, that if the negroes, being in that ſtate, 
had been permitted to proceed, and gaining ſtrength, had 
extirpated the planters, Jamaica would be worth one year's 
purchaſe? or that the lives and properties of the planiers 
of Jamaica would be ſafe? Was there the ſame invaiion of 


No: for St. Domingo was in our poſſoſſion. Our firſt con- 
nection arofe, from being importuned by the planiers to 
take the iſland under the dominion of England. The queſ- 
tion then to be conſidered, was this, Was it adviſeable to 
cloſe with that ſolicitation And was it not matter of felf- 


N 720 . | 
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The Houſe would recolle&, that log previous to the | 


in inſurrection, and polleiſed of uncontrouled power, in an 


Jamaica, that there was of Grenada from Guadaloupe? 


defence to prevent thetr being over- run t with inſurreciions of 
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As to the mortality, the honourable Gentleman had not 
ne ſo far as to charge any one with an intention of takin 

poſſeſſion of an ifland that they knew would be fatal to the 
troops, for the purpoſe of cutting them off. But the Houſe 
would recollect, that inſalubrity was not the character of 


St. Domingo. Even when the yellow fever attacked the 
troops, it Was not peculiar to that iſland, for it raged in 


every other. When Sir Charles Grey went to St. Do- 


mingo, the yellow fever did not prevail. And Governor 
Williamſon wrote (which letter Mr. Dundas read) that 


nothing marked the healthfulneſs of the climate more, than 


that not one man had died in it, but two of wounds. After 


that it was ſuppoſed, that the contagion would ceaſe, and 
the iſland be reſtored to its priſtine ſalubrity ; and that ir 
would not be the unhealthy grave which the honourable Gen- 
tleman had {tated it to be. | 

Mr. Dundas then proceeded to ſhew, that other Adminif- 
| trations, a and good ones, had ſent troops on expeditions to a 
much more deleterious climate. At the Havannah, for in- 
tance, Lord Albemarle went there with near 12,000 troops, 


and between June and October 5000. men were left dead 


there; ſo that there were more men loſt in that one ſpot, 


5 in a few months, than in the Weſt India iſlands in four 


years of this war. Yet, that war was reckoned. glorious. 


When, therefore; it was the effect of the poſſeſſion of 


that iſland, to bring down the maritime power of France, 


and fave Jamaica from devaſtation—when it was conſidered 


hat the calamities would be, if a large body of inſurgent 
negroes, murdering the planters, men, women, and children 
in St. Domingo, would extend their ſyſtem of inſurrection 
to Jamaica, and that this was prevented; - would the ho- 
nourable Gentleman ſay, that the cauſe of bumanity would 


have gained any thing by abſtaining from taking polleſſion 


of St. Domingo ? 


As to the expences, S the magnitude of the 


e they were not ſo great; they were laid out under 
officers who were inſtructed to be careful, and who he be- 
lieved were ſo, and whoſe accounts were under inveſtiga- 
tion; but he muſt ſay, the officers were in a delicate ſitua- 


non they had many things to plead in defence of not ex- 


erciſing ſtrict economy, and would perhaps have reaſons to 
give for the expences, which forbad the Houſe at this tune 


deciding upon it. It was rather unfair, however, in the 


Honourable Gentleman to accuſe Ann af a job, when 


- there 
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there was only one perſon whoſe appointment was made in 
this country. Miniſters, however, he ſaid had taken a de- 
cided plan, and given inſtructions prohibiting the expence of 
Civil and Military eſtabliſhments in that iſland nen the 
garriſon) from exceeding 3»0,000l. 

But admitting as the honourable Gentleman did that the 
harbour of Nicola Mole was the beſt in the Weſt-Indies, 
could he be ſerious when he propoſed to abandon it and leave 
the whole without protection, to the people who had enabled 
us to make head againſt France? and to ſuffer the negro in- 
ſurrections to ruin that ifland and ſpread the ſame deſtruction | 
to Jamaica? or if it was even to paſs from us to France, 
would it be adviſable to give up ſuch a ſtake, which would 
be ſo great a material in negociation. To ſhew that it had 
not all the time been unproductive to us, he ſtated that 1996, 
the part of St. Domingo in our poſſeſſion produced a million 
and a half, and employed above 400 ſhips. os an the whole, 
therefore, he oppoſed the motion. | 

Mr. Wilberforce was averſe to the motion now before the 
Houſe, on account of the particular circumftances in which 
the country was placed, and becauſe he was not in poſſeſſion 
of information ſufficient to enable him to form a judgment 
upon the ſubject. From the information, however, of which 
he was in poſſeſfion, and from what he had heard from his 
right honourable Friend, he was neither diſpoſed to yield 
afſent to his propoſitions, nor to approve of the mode of con- 
ducting the war in the Weſt-Indies. His opinion was, that 
the beſt policy we could purſue in the Welt quarter of the 
world was to concentrate our force in order to protect our 
own colonies, wherever they were ſound and untainted. A 
different ſyſtem had been purſued, the merits of which he 
| hoped would undergo inveltigatian at the proper time. Of 
that ſyſtem he was not diſpoſed at preſent to think highly, 
but he ſhould ſuſpend giving any decided opinion till the 
Houſe were put in poſſeſſion of all the information requilits 
to enable them to form a proper judgment of it. 

Mr. B. Eqwards entered into an hiſtory of all the tranſ- 
actions relative to our eſtabliſhment in St. Domingo, whick 
he allowed to have been attended with many misfortunes. 
He did not think, however, that they ought to be aſeribed to 
the miſconduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters, He deſpaired of 
our ever being able to plant a colony in that iſland, and he 
hoped that Miniſters would learn wiſdom from a diſaſtrous 
experience, and abandon the plan of cxponmng men and 

2A2 _ money 
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money upon it to the extent in which they had been hitherto 


before the Houſe. VVVVCCVVVVVV fe WES 
Mr. Fox roſe for the purpaſe of ſaying only a few words. 
An honourable Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had affixed upon 
him a charge of inconſiſtency, in at one time accuſing him 
of ſending too few, and at another time of ſending too many 
men to the Weſt-{ndics. He pleaded guilty to the charge, 


was to be undertaken for the purpoſe of making and defend- 
ang new conqueſts, he contended now, as he did then, that 
Sir Charles Grey was ſent with too ſmall a force. But where 
was the inconſiſtency between that opinion and that which 
he now profeſſed to hold, that no expedition ſhould have been 


_ endeavoured to; juſtify the conduct of the preſent war from 
he would aſk whether the objects of the two wars were 


the war now, or whether there was any, but the object at its 
commencement was the deſtruction of the Jacobin Govern- 


place. Upon this point therefore the argument of Mr. Burke 


f = n ad - Sn * 2 * Py 
2 2 6 — . — o AC» * 
2 . —— — by << — — 
122 on — — * —— wie 3 
5 2 2 — < * X 2 = - n 9 
— R — — ww = LD ee 2 — 
* ä * 4 - — — — 7 
Patt LE - " = 
- I ” , 8 


that effect, the force employed in the Weſt-Indies would 


- = * 
= —— — detioes”. 
— n 
- 4 — ID -- x 
— ney ens. — 
2 
— 
— 


territory of that country; for ſuppoſing that we had taken 
all the French Weſt-India iſlands, would our conqueſts in 


re-eſtabliſhment of monarchy upon the ruins of the Repub- 
lic? But the fact was, the government of this country nei- 
of our enemy, and to make her. an armed nation, but they 


In regard to St. Domingo, the only apology that-could be 
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or rather miſconduct, of the war. The honourable Gentle- 


expended. He could not, however, vote for the motion now 


but denied the inconſiſtency. If a Weſt-India expedition 


attempted againſt St. Domingo? The honourable Gentleman 
the mode of conduQting the war which ended in 1763. But 
ſimilar, or whether the ſituation of the contending parties 
were the ſame? He did mot know what was the object of 
ment of France and the eſtabliſhment of monarchy in its 


was unanſwerable. If in the opinion of Miniſters they 
could make ſuch an impreſſion upon France as to produce 


have been much more advantageouſly directed againſt the 
that quarter have brought us nearer our object, namely, the 
ther had the policy to adopt Mr. Burke's principle nor to re- 
ject it. They acted upon it fo far as to rouſe the enthuſiaſm 
did not purſue it as a chief and principal object of the war. 
offered for their conduct was, that they had flattered them- 


and that they were diſappointed ; and this was the compen- 
pendious excuſe which might be made for the whole conduct, 


man 
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man contended that the expedition againſt St. Domingo was 
the beſt defence of Jamaica. Allowing it, what had this de- 
| Fence of Jamaica coſt the country? Beſides the internal de- 
fence of the ifland, its external defence had coſt 4.300, oocl. 
What would they have ſaid if on the firſt year of the war, 
when the whole expences of that year were ſaid to amount 
to only 4,500,0001. he had predicted that that war would be 
perſiſted in till the defence of Jamaica alone would colt that 
ſum? He would have been called a great exaggerator ; and, 


0 yet it was to this exaggeration realized that Miniſters now 
— owed the defence of their conduct. The honourable Gentle- 
8 man ſtated that the expence in future was to be reduced by a 


regulation which had been made. He contended that it was 
neceflary to grant a diſcretionary power to officers in the 
land, reſpecting the expence incurred. Granted. But if 
this was neceſſary before, would it not be neceſſary in fu- 1 
ture? ſo that if they believed his defence they could not be- 1 
lieve his promiſes. He agreed with the honourable Gentle- ; 
man, that it would be better to give up the iſland to the ; 
French than to the Black Inſurgents. But though he had |. 
been accuſed of being an advocate of the French, he did not 
carry his kindneſs for them fo far as to wiſh to expend Bri- 
tiſh blood and Britifh treaſure, in order to preſerve an iſland 
wich the view of ultimately giving it up to them. The hon. 
Gentleman argued in extenuation of the mortality in the 
Weſt-Indies, that as many lives were ſometimes oſt in one. = 
battle upon the Continent. But was there no difference in ö 
dhe circumſtances in which the lives were loſt ; no difference 1 
1 between falling in battle, which was always accounted glori- 1 
˙•CJeous, and ſometimes even courted with enthuſiaſm, and be- ö 
ing ſent to a diſtant iſland to fall a victim to a peſtilential eſi- 1 
mate and an incurable diſeaſe? As he ſaw no other means of ] 
putting an end to the enormous expence, and the dreadful | 
; 2 he ſhould vote for che motion of his honourable | l 
Friend. wo 
Doctor Laurence ſaid, chat he had never yet riſen in that 
Houſe, but when ſomething which had fallen in debate, 
1 ſeemed in ſome way to apply perſonally to him, ſo far as to 
nbj!ender it neceſſary that he ſhould explain his ſentiments. 
„ Some topies uſed by the laſt ſpeaker, and one more parti- 
== cularly introduced by the member who. moved the Na 
72 160.0 appeared to him to be of that kind. 
1 598 Certainly — with the right hon. Gentleman, that 
5 the 
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have ſhewn himſelf a ſtill greater ſtateſman. 


have attempted. 


ing negociation. 


[Commonyg, 


che conduct of Min ſters in former wars, did not in itſelf 
form a juſtification for the conduet of Miniſters in the pre- 
fent war; and he fully concurred in the opinion which had 
been quoted that menaced as we were by a new and enormous 
evil, ſo long as there was any proſpect of directing the war 
effectually againſt the metropolis of the miſchief, it would 
have been wiſe to have. abſtained from all diſtant expeditions, 

for the purpoſe of increaſing our hoſtility in the quarter moſt 
| Material. The right hon. Gentleman himſelf in the year 
1782, had propoſed at once to acknowledge the independence 
America, that we might pour down our whole force on 

the French colonies ; yet, had he in the preſent war directly 
adopted and acted upon thoſe principles, which he now hy- 
pothetically aſfumied as a ground of argument, he would not, 
in Dr. Laurence's opinion, have been inconſiſtent : he would 


But if three years ago it was right to depart from the mili⸗ 
tary policy of all paſt times, it was poſbble that the circum- 
ſtances of the exiſting moment, di erent from thoſe which 
marked the commencement of the war, might make it inex- 
pedient to abandon what it mint have been better never to 


4 


Indeed the queſtion before the Houſe was not, whither 
large reinforcements ſhould be again ſent to the Weſt-Indies 
With a view to conqueſt; it was not even whether we ſhould 
maintain all that we at prefent poſſeſs there; it was ſimply 
whether we ſhould voluntarily withdraw our troops, and 
wholly evacuate St. Domingo. He could not himfelf ap- 
prove ſuch a meaſure, either on the ſuppoſition that the war 
ſhould continue, or that it thould be terminated by the \ 4 wat | 


The great importance of ſome poſts which we occupy in 
St. Domingo, to the ſafety of Jamaica and for the protection 
of the windward paſſage, had been forcibly ſtated by an hon. 
Member, whoſe local information gave him peculiar autho- 
rity on this ſubject. Vet with theſe advantages, Dr. Lau- 
rence obſerved, that he knew from his own practice in the 
Admiralty courts, how difficult it was to check the drepreda- 
tions of the ſmall Republican cruiſers, which ſwarm about 
the ſhallows of thoſe coaſts ; and it ſhould be recollected that 
from'the preſent relative' ſituation of France and America, it 
might ſoon be the duty of this country to extend her protec- 
non to the commerce of the United States in that part of the 


© 
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ſo active and deſperate, places and poſitions of ſo much con- 
ſequence, which having been once acquired and fortined' by 


and treaſure ? 322 N 06- n eee ee 
As to our proſpects from negociation, it had been ſtated 
1 that we could only get out of the war by the willingneſs of 
1 the enemy to make peace. If ſo, it would be necelfary to 
Eo conſider what that enemy was moſt willing to obtain by 
peace, On this point he referred to a report made in, laſt 


—— June to the Council of Five Hundred, by Echaſſeriaux the 


„ poſe whether truly or falſely) the whole balance of trade in 
[7 To favour of France before the Revolution to be upwards of {ix 
. millions ſterling, takes credit for about ſeven millions as the 
value of the exports to the colonies, which during the war 
had become a total blank, as indeed has every other article 


port is occupied in impreſſing on the public councils of his 
country, that it ſhould be their leading object whenever they 
can effect what they may think, a ſolid and honourable 
peace, to reſtore their commerce by obtaining re- poſſeſſion of 


making peace, he thought it would be little ſhort of madneſs 
to abandon previoully aud gratuitouſly that, upon which they 


conſider it in no more elevated 4 view than as a mere 
merchandize for bargain and ſale. He muſt alſo add, that 
ſuch a ſurrender at the preſent moment, would in his eyes 
look too like a poor ſubterfuge to avoid a diſgraceful ac- 
quieſcence in the inadmiſſible preliminary demanded by the 


conſtitution and their laws; thoſe laws and that conſtitution, 
by which, while they annexed for ever to France dominions 


Sian 


from the beginning of the war in our poſſeſſion. 


violation of public faith, the Planters of St. Domingo 


globe. Would it then be prudent to give up to an enemy 


us, may now be kept with little comparative expence of blood 


elder, who computing (it mattered not for the preſent pur- 


in the commerce of France; and a large portion of that re- 


their colonies. If this then was their avowed object in 


ſet ſo high a value, and which, therefore, in treating with 
them would make ſo advantageous an article of barter, to 


enemp, that the baſis of all future negociation muſt be their 


recently conquered from the Houſe of Auſtria, they at the 
fame time included as integral parts of their own territory, 
the very colonies and foreign ſettlements which had been 


But there was one conſideration, he ſaid, which muſt 
yeigh down all the reſt in the eſtimation of a Britiſh Houſe 
ommons: they could not agree to the Motion without a 


having 


” — —— rea ons 
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having been received into the protection of this country in 
the manner related by an honourable Member under the 
gallery, to whom he had before alluded; and the French 
Republic not having yet annulled thoſe deteſtable laws by 
which they puniſhed Emigrants contrary to the very ſpirit 
and letter of their exiſting conſtitution in other parts of i: ; 
it would be both unjuſt and cruel to ſacrifice thoſe men to 
the dreadful conſequences which would enſue by an aban- 
donment of that colony. 5 5 
He did not know whether it was in reference to this ar- 
gument, that the right honourable Gentlemen, who ſpoke 
laſt, had aſſerted all the crimes and horrots of St. Do- 
mingo to have originated in the conduct of the White 
Royaliſts. He would not diſcuſs that queſtion now at large. 
Yet, he could not but caution the Houſe againſt giving im- 
plicit credit to the aſſertion. Thoſe afflicting ſcenes aroſe, 
according to all his information on that ſubject, chiefly 


from the machinations of a elub at Paris, calling themſelves 


the Friends of the Blacks, one of whoſe principal leaders 
was the Abbé Gregoire; but the immediate cauſe of the 
firſt great devaſtation of that flouriſhing iſland was the im- 
_ decree of the 15th of May, 1791; by which the 


National Aﬀembly, unable to reconcile their colonial 
ſyſtem with the metaphyſical maxims of their Revolution, 


fapped the foundation of both, by declaring the conſtitution 
of the eolonies to be a neceſſary exception to general prin- 
eiples; took from the White Coloniſts the privilege which 
they underſtood former decrees to have allowed them, of le- 
giſlating for themſelves and the other inhabitants of the 
iſlands ; put the men of colour on an equal footing with the 
Europeans; and. indirectly admitted the right of the ſlaves 


to liberty, though their enfranchiſement was poſtponed from 
motives of prudence. And this ſort of compromiſe between 
juſtice and policy, where a right is admitted and the enjoy- 


ment of it refuſed at the diſcretion of one, who can have no 
natural authority to be the judge in that reſpect, muſt, (Dr. 
Laurence ſaid) in his opinion, always have a tendency to 
produce ſimilar conſequences more or leſs diſaſtrous.” 


he actual enfranchiſement of the negroes, which the 
right honourable Gentleman had attributed to the hoſtility 


of this country, becauſe it was not formally deereed by the 
French Convention, until 1794, Pr. Laurence conſidered 


as the obvious and inevitable reſslt of the various contra- 
„%% oh e dictorx 
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dictory laws paſſed by the firſt National Aſſembly and the 
exertion of the club under Gregoire. | Mr. Fox however 
having ſaid acroſs the Houle, that Abbe Gregoire was not 
for making the negroes free ;] Dr. Laurence mentioned ſome 
particulars Which induced him to think differently ; but he 
added, that it was of ſittle importanec, as Briſſot and Robeſ- 
pterre were both active members of that club, and both 
warm advocates for the negroes, ſo that when they became 
the Governors of the Country, the meaſure followed of 
courſe. | 

He then enticncd ſome of the particular crueltics exer- 
ciſcd by the mulattoes and negroes, during their inſurrection 
in the year 179i. Men were fawn aſunder between two 
planks; ſome nailed to gate-poſts, and their limbs gradually 
lopped away with hatch: ts; others flead alive to cover 
drums wich their ſkins; and a white child tuck upon a pike, 
erved the inſurgents for a ſtandard. The chiefs, in ſome 


inſtances, forcibly kept feraglios of white women; in 
others, they violated wives and daughters on the dead bodies 


of their huſbands and fathers ; and committed many other 
enormities, which no language can reach, ſpareing neither 
age, ſex nor condition. To the nazard, almoſt to the cer- 
tainty of fimilar torments and intolerable afflictions we 


ſhould deliver u p the unfortunate coloniſts, if we ſhould now 


precipitately withdraw from them that protection, which 


we had ſolemnly promiſed. 

Having thus declared his opinions on the general merits of 
the queſtion, he now proceeded to notice a particular charge 
which he underſtood to have been brought by the honourable 
Mover againſt one department of adminiſtration., It related 


to the appointment of Monſient Lambert, to be Friſt Pre- 


lident of the Council, and Chief Jullice of St. Domingo. 
On the face of this tranſaction, he could not conceive how 
it could be imagined to be corrupt, Iu favour of whom 


was corruption bern practiſed? Of thoſe, who, by 


their influence, by their connexions, or their dependants, 
could carn the wages of corruption; not ofi a. friendleſs 


ſtranger, who had fought a refuge, and was an exile here. 


As he had not been preſent when the Motion was: made, he 
- was not exactly acquainted with the manner in which the 
_ charge had been ſupported; but he would relate to the Houſe 


what he happened to Know of the appointment. 
Monſteur Lambert was the ſon of a magiſtrate who had 
SY 9 ſerved 
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Lambert. 


ceeded. 
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ſerved with credit in ſome of the firſt offices under the M o- 
narchy of France, and he had himſelf been ſome years in 
Judicial ſituations of high rank; he added alſo to profeſſional 
knowledge, a degree of claſſical erudition not common 
among his countrymen, which, in obſcurity and poverty, 
he was employing for the benefit of this country, when he 
was named to his preſent office. 
State for the Home Department, in whom was the diſpoſal 
of that office, requeſted a French Gentleman, who had 
himſelf been a Councellor of the Parliament of Paris, to 
recommend a fit perſon for ſo important a poſt, and he was 
told in anſwer, that if every member of the profeſſion were 
_ deſired to name two perſons, though each might name him 
ſelf for the firſt, the ſecond would molt probably be Monſieur 
His character being found, or enquiry, to cor- 
reſpond with this deſcription, he was immediately appointed 
without any application, or even knowledge on his part ; 
but from the preſent circunſtances of the colony, he was 
appointed with only half the ſalary enjoyed by thoſe ma- 
giſtrates under the old government, to whoſe duties he ſuc- 
Dr. Laurence faid, he truſted that the candour of 
the honourable Mover would ſee in this tranſaction, ſo ex- 
_ plained, nothing but that purity, which he believed, would 
always be found to diſtinguiſh the noble Secretary of State, 
in the exerciſe of all his public patronage. 

He concluded by ſaying, that on the grounds which he 
had ſubmitted to the Houſe, he ſhould give his negative to 
the Motion, as contrary alike to che intereſts and good faith 
of the nation. 

Mr. //m. Smith lamented the mutual eruelties which had 
been practiſed by the whites and blacks on each other, and 
cohdemned the civil eſtabliſhment of St. Domingo {of 
which only five pariſhes were in our poſſeſſion) which he 
faid nearly amounted to the whole expence which France 
was at, when it retained a much larger part of the iſland. 

Mr. $t. John explained, after which, the e being 


called for, there appeared — 


Ayes, 
Rees, 


Majority 


116 
31 
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85 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRIDAY, May 19. 


Con r or PRIVILEGES, 
LAUDEUDALE v7 ſs LRROL. 


This being the day appointed by their Lordſhips to decide 


upon this cauſe, which had been bronght to their bar by the 
Earl of Lauderdale, with a view to impeach the 2955 of the 


Earl of Errol, and by vitiating his claim to the peerage, to diſ- 


poſſeſs him of his ſcat in Parliament, as one of the elected ſix- 
teen repreſentative peers of Scotland, as ſoon as the Committee 
were aſſembled in due form, and Lord Walſingham was ſeated 
at the table as chairman, 

The Lord Chancellor roſe and with infinite ability, perſpi- 


cuity and power of detail, ſubmitted the whole of the merits of 


the caſe to the Committee, ſtating correctly, as he proceeded; 
the different arguments urged on each ſide by the Counſel, 


applying them reſpectively to the points on which they had 


bearing. and ſhewing by a ſtrain of reaſoning, equally {imple 
and convincing, the degree in wiich their eſtimation was to be 
appreciated, and to what extent their application was to be 
meaſured. His Lordſhip conſidered the cafe in two points of 
view poſſeſſion undiſturbed for more than a century, and the 
legal holding of an honour under no:nination, according to the 
received practice, which prevailed for ages in Scotland previous 
to the act of Union. He explained alf the peculiar attendant 
circumſtances of the caſes, and ſtated that Gilbert, Earl of Er- 
rol, ſurrendered his honours to the King in 1666. That the 
power of nomination was variable, the Peer not only having 


the power to nominate at will, but to grant a nomination on 


his death-bed ; that Earl Gilbert made two diſtinct nomina- 
tions, under the laſt of which, that of 1674 the next Earl took 
bis title, and he and his deſcendants, had enjoyed it and their 
ſeats in Parliament ever ſince, 


In the courſe of his ſpeech his Lordſhip camera ſix or 


ſeven different caſes, each of which afforded fome ſtrong con- 


fir mation of the validity of the Earl of Errol's title, and he alſo 
took notice of the caſe of the Earl of Stair, who claimed under 


a nomination executed in the year 1740, Which the Houſe 


without further explanation rejected on the ground that it 
** was not valid in law,” which obviouſly was the fact as no 
power on earth could give validity to a nomination conſtitut- 


ing a Britiſh Commoner, a peer of Scotland, after the act of 
VARs 
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After a copious ſpeech rich with legal information on the 
grounds upon which the tenure of a Scotch honour is founded, 
his Lordſhip concluded with obſerving, tlat if the Earl of Er- 


rol inſtead of having been called upon to defend his title, had 


come to their Lord{hips bar to make out a claim to the peer- 


age, he had adduced ſuch. a ſurpluſage of proof, that he 


ſhould have been ready to declare, that he had fully eſtabliſhed 
his claim, he therefore moved ** that the Ear! ot Errol is du! iy; 
elected.“ 

Lord Hay (Earl of Kinn mol} faid, after the very able and in- 
telligent ſpeech of the noble and learned Lord, it was not ne- 
ceſſary for him to trouble their Lordſhips with more than a 


few obſervations. He agreed with the De 7 and learned Lor. 


fully, one point only ex 5cepted. The noble and learned had 
conſidered long poſſtfion as rather a ground not fo much 
to be relied on, as the legal formality of a nomi ination under 
the antient practice. He thought long poſſeſſion was of itſelf a 
very ſufficient ground, and molt eſpecially when attended with 


publicity, as was clearly the cafe of the Earls of Errol, who 
having held the hereditary office of conſlable of Scotland, and 
enjoyed its privileges, might be ſaid to have ſat in Parliament 
under the king's immediate eye and cognizance. His Lordſhip 


in a ſummary 1 way went through all the particulars of the cafe, 
and coincided in opinion with the Lord Chancellor in every 


other part of it. 


Upon the queſtion | being put, the Contents had it nemine diſſin- 
tiente, and the chairman was ordered to report the ſame to ihe 
Houle. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FRIDAY, May. 19. 


WET DOCKS. 


Mr. Alderman Combe preſented a petition on behalf of the 


Company of Fiſhmongers in the City of London, againſt the 
bill for making Wet Docks, and praying to be heard by Coun- 
ſel againſt ſuch parts of the bill as may affect them. 

Nr. Manning ſtated, that the bill had been before the Houſe 
now for a great length of time; this was its ſecond ſeſſion. 
The Corporation of the City of London was now in the cout! 


of oppoſing it by Counſel before the Committee to whom the 


bill was referred. He knew of no diſtinct matter that could be 


urged by the Fiſhmongers Company, that was not likely to be 
urged by the whole Corporation. He apprehended that peti- 
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tions of this kind were brought forward by the City Remem- 
brancer. He thought that If applications of this kind were 
granted, they would occaſion a delay which would be very in- 
Jurious to the progreſs of the bill. | 

Mr. Alderman Combe aid, the petition was brought, to him 
by {ome of his conſtituents, with a qeſire that he ſhould prefent 
it. He knew of no intention to create an unneceſſary delay in 
the progreſs of the bill. 

The queſtion, that the petitioners be heard by Counſel * was 
put and negatived, and the petition was ordered to be laid « on 

the table. | 
BUTCHERS MEAT. 
On reading the order of the day for the ſecond reading of the 
bill to prevent the foreſtalling, &c. of live cattle, 

Mr. Mainwaring ſtated, that as he anderfiood there were 
ſome objections to the bill, he ſhould move that ir be referred 
to a Select Committee who ſhould examine the matter and re- 
port their opinion, after which he ſhould propoſe that jt ſhould 
be referred to a Committee of the whole Houſe, 

Mr. Hawkins Browne thought the bill very ns. as 
it was calculated to diſcourage the growth of cattle by diſcour- 
aging the ſale of them. He wiſhed that the hon. Gentleman 
would withdraw his bill, and bring in wn ard which ſhould 
obviate that objection. 

The Speaker obſerved, that the bill now before the Houſe 
might be ſo modified as to remove the objection which had been 
made to it. 

Mr. Hebhouſe Was againſt all legiſlative | interference in mat- 
ters of this kind. Trade of every kind he thought {hould be, 
left perfectly open. Legillative regulations were in general 
uſeleſs or injurious, 

Mr. Baſtard approved of the object of the bill. Twas not 
to regulate the markets, but to break up a combination which 
kept up the price ot butcher's meat. Ihe price was encreaſed 
by the cattle paſſing through the hands of ſo many Narben, each 
of whom had their profits. 

Mr. Vanſittart agreed with his hon. Friend near him (Mr. 
Brown), in the obſervations he had made. He hoped, that in 
any regulations that might be made, care would be taken to 
prevent the buying and felling of cattle the fame day. 

The hill was then read a ſecond time, and committed. | 

Mr. Mainwaring moved, that the report of the Committee 
on the petition of the Cutting Butchers, preſented laſt ſeſſion of 
Parliament, be referred to the ſaid Committee. 

Ordered, 
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Sir Am. Pulteney faid, the bill which had juſt been read was 
of very great importance, and he hoped the Houſe would not 


conſider, becauſe there was ſo, little oppoſition to the ſecond 


reading, that the matter was decided upon. | 
The bill to guarantee the payment of the dividends on the 
loan of 1,600,000l. to the Emperor paſſed a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, and the report was ordered to be received the 
next day. 1 y Ta | Ol: 
The adjourned debate on the third reading of the Corn bill 
was further adjourned to Wedneſday next, upon the motion of 
Mr. Ryder, who intimated that he had not changed bis opinion 
upon the ſubject. ' Fe 
Mr. Coke (of Norfolk) faid, he had no objection to this bill; 
from the favourable proſpect of the harveſt, he was happy to 


— 


ſay there was no appearance of any neceſſity for continuing the 


reſtriction which was propoied to be taken off by the bill. 


Mr. Alderman Curtis preſented a petition from the prifoners 


confined for debt in Ludgate, Rating certain hardſhips, and 


praying relief generally. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


MARRIAGE OF THE PRINCESS ROYAL, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, © That an humble 


addreſs be preſented to his Majcity, to congratulate his Majeſty 
on the happy nuptials of the Princeſs Royal with his Serene 
Highneſs the Hereditary Prince of Wirtemberg.“ Carried 
new. 200; CBS > *** 

He moved another to the Queen; and alſo, ** That a con- 


8 meſſage be ſent to the Princeſs Royal and his 


erene Highneſs on the ſame happy occafion.”----Carried nem. 


e | 


5 i OATHS: | 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, than when the bill for raiſing the Supple- 
mentary Militia was before the Houſe, he had made ſome obſer- 
yations reſpecting the ſituation of Roman Catholics who might 
be drawn for that Militia, He had then obſerved, that accord- 
ing to the oath adminiſtered to the army ſuch perſons were 
under the neceſſity of {wearing they were not Roman Catho- 
lics, or of ſuffering very ſevere penalties if they could not find 


ſubſtitutes. The right hon. Gentleman, oppoſite io him, (Mr. 


Pitt) wiſhed him at that time to refrain from preſſing the ſub- 


ject on the Houſe, as he had ſome general regulations in view 
with regard to oaths. He found now, that another hon. Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Wilberforce) intended to make a motion upon the 
ſame ſubject early in the next week, he ſhould therefore take 


that 
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that opportunity of ſtating his views more fully to the Houſe, 
. and of bringing torward the propolition he originally intended. 


DISMISSAL OF MINISTERS. 
Mr. Alderman Combe then roſe to call the attention of the 


Houle tothe momentous ſubject of which he had given notice. 


In doing this, he could not help faying he wiſhed it had 


fallen into abler hands, but whatever fate awaited it, he muſt. 


perform his duty to his conſtituents, by whom he was directed 


to bring it forward, He then took a concite view of the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration from their commencement to the preſent 


moment. In the year 1784, it was well known what ſecret 
influence was uſed by thoſe who are now in power, and it was 
needleſs for him to detail the particulars of that time, and the 
powerful arguments which had been often urged againſt the 
principle upon which that power was obtained. The Houſe 
recollected alfo the manner in which the preſent adminiſtra- 
tion had acted in the diſterent armaments againſt Spain, and 
againſt Ruſſia, in which they had made uſe of all their influ- 


_ ence in Parliament to prevail upon the majority to adopt mea- 


{ures which were notoriouily againſt the voice of the people at 


large, and which they themſelves aiterwards abandoned, and 
by which they degraded their own Parliamentary majority. 


Theſe things he only glanced at accidentally, for as they did 


not form any eſſential part of the matter which he had now 


to {ubmit to the Houſe, he ſhould not dwell upon them. He 
ſhould confine himſelf to the cauſe which his conſtituents had 
for inſtructing him to come forward and to take, the part which 


he was now taking, That cauſe was'the preſent unfortunate F 


war. In diſcuffing this point, candour directed him to con- 


 fels, that at the commencement popular opinion was with the 


Miniſter upon the neceſſity and juſtice of the war. He never 


ſaw either thatjuſtice, or that neceſſity ; and the public at large 
now thought as he always had upon that ſubje&t, But grant- 
ing, for the ſake of argument, and for argument only, that 
the war was juſt, was neceſſary, and unavoidable, he would 
then call to the fecollection of the Houſe, how the Miniſters 
defended the war, what reaſons they aſſigned, or rather what 
pretexts they made uſe of for its continuance, what vigour was 


ſhewn, what wiſdom appeared in the advice they gave to Par- 


liament from time to time upon that ſubject, What objects - 


did they ſay they had in view? In the year 1794, the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer declared, that to reſtore monarchy 
in France was the object of the war. This was denied on the 
other ſide, but perſiſted in by Miniſters until it became too 


ridiculous 


1 - 
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ridiculous to be ſupported any longer. Then the avowed 
object was changed into © an indemnity for the paſt, and 
ſecurity for the future,“ upon this plea the people were called 
upon to ſupport the war for a contiderable time; but this 
again was abandoned, and it appeared, that in proportion as 
the French were ſucctſsfol; Miniſters changed their ground, 
Then they faid that we mult purſue the war, “ until there 
ſhould be eflabliſhed in France, a Government capable of 
maintaining the accuſtomed retations of peace and amity with 
other powers.” Art this very time that plea appeared to him 
to be ridiculous, for France had then proved it was capable of 


maintaining the relations of peace and amity with other 7208 
powers, for it had entered into alliance with fome, and had „ 
preſerved that alliance. Some time after this Miniſters ſmooth- „ 
ed themſelves down and ſoftened their language; they ad- . 
mitted that France was in a ſtate in which we might endea- ©" 
vour to negociate with them; and aiter taking a very circuit- 7 1.06 
ous and feeble mode to negoclate, they received for anſwer % 


that if any negociation was to be opened, it muſt be carried on 
at Paris; upon this Lord Malmeſbury was ſent to Paris, 
The event of that miſſion, as well as the manner in which 
it was carred on, were much too well known to the Houle to 
need any detail. It was from a general view of all thefe things 
combined that he maintained that the inſincerity of Miniſters 
was viſible to every man in the kingdom who chuſed to look 
impartially at their conduct, and that their incapacity to 
manage the affairs of this country was manifeſt, As manifeſt 
did it appear to him that theſe Miniſters could never conclude 
a peace with France upon terms that would be honourable, or 
in any way adyantageous to this country. They had all of 
them in turn uſed the moſt irritating and abuſive language 
againſt the French, a circumſtance which every man muſt feel 
to be a great hindrance to the carrying on any negociation 
with confidence. They had always ſtated this war to be a 
war againſt French principles. They had attempted, but in 
vain, to extinguiſh theſe principles by the ſword. From al: 
thele conſiderations it appeared to him that nothing ould be 
more manifeſt than the propriety of the motion with which 
he ſhould conciude. He muſt repeat, that be lamented the 
ſubiect bad not fallen into abler hands, but he had done his 
duty i in the beſt manner he was able. He had one conlola- 
tion, however, which was, that he did not only follow the 
dictates of his own. mind, but alſo followed the general wiſh 


of his conſtituents; their inftruQions alone would be enough 
| br 
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for his authority, and their judgment ſhould always be ſuffici- | 
ent for his guidance. He concluded with moving, 


4e That an humble Addieſs be preſented to his Majeſty, praying that he will 
be pleaſed to diſmiſs from his councils his preſent Miniſters, as the beſt means of 


obtaining a ſpeedy and honourable peace.“ 


Sir William Milner ſupported tlie motion; in doing which 


: he was perſuaded that he followed the unanimous with of his 


conſtituents, for the city of York had unanimouſly expreſſed 


their opinion upon that ſubje& in the Petition and Addreſs | 


which they directed him to preſent to his Majeſty. He was 


convinced alfo, that if the Members of that Houſe were to act as 


their conſtituents heartily defired they ſhould, they would, almoſt 
to a man, vote for the preſent motion, and endear themſelves to 
the public at large. He verily believed, that unleſs the admini- 
ration of this country be ſpeedily put into other hands, the 
nation would very ſoon be undone. 1 


Mr. FJ. H. Browne roſe to oppoſe it. He acknowledged 


that the ſubject was of the higheſt importance, and therefore 
he could not conſent to give his vote on it without making 


ſome obſervations which appeared to him very neceſſary for 


the Houſe to take into cheir conſideration. The motion of 
the worthy Alderman was no leſs than for the diſmiſſal of 
the preſent Adminiſtration. Before he could give his aſſent 
to ſuch a motion, it mult firſt be proved to him that the Ad- 


miniſtration had done ſomething tor which they deſerved to 


be diſmiſſed. So far from that being the caſe, he was clearly 


of opinion, that the preſent was the beſt Adminiſtration, and 


had done more for the welfare and intereſts of this country 


than any he had ever known or heard of. He had been in 


Parliament twelve years, and had obſerved their actions very 
deliberately, and alſo the great talents of the Gentlemen in 
oppoſiti n, who had been all that time continually watching 


and attacking them, and it was from this obſervation he had 
formed his opinion. The worthy Alderman who made, and 


the honourable Baronet who ſeconded the motion, had both 


of them declared they thought themſelves bound to follow 


tives of the two firſt cities in the kingdom, their opinions 
were certainly entitled to the higheſt reſpect. For his own 
part, he had the honour to repreſent a very populous place. 
His conſtituents conſiſted of about two thouſand. In return- 


ing him their repreſentative they had done their part. They 


had elected him to act for them to the belt of his judgment. 
Vol. III. 1797. a2 0 :.=” I hat 


the inſtructions of their conſtituents ; and as the repreſenta- 
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That was his part, and that only would he act. If his con- 
ſtituents choſe to inſtruct him, he ſhould ſtill purſue his own 
judgment, in ſpite ot their inſtructions, in caſe he differed 
with them in opinion. 1: they were diſpleaſed at this at the 


next general election, they might reject him if they pleaſed. 


He therefore differed alioge ther with the worthy Alderman 
and the honourable Baronet, on the ſubject of implicitly 
obeying intiructions from their conſtituents. He looked 

upon himſelf as a really independent man, and ba d never re- 
ceived or jolicited any favour from Miniſters. With re- 
gard to the preſent Adminiſtration, he thought the country 
owed every thing to them. The three greateſt bleſſings 
which a country could polleſs were liberiy, tranquillity in 
its internal concerns, and the general profperity of it. 
With regard to each of theſe, no Adminiſtration had ever 
done fo much for their ſecurit ty and preſervation as the 
preſent. As to the firſt point, liberty, it was under the auſ- 
ſpices, and with the conſent of the preſent Adminiſtration, 
that juries. had received, unequivocally, the right which had 
had been doubted and diſputed of judging of all the circum- 


. ſtances of the caſe in point of /aw as well as fact. It was 
under the auſpices of the preſent Adminiſtration, and b 


their exertions even againit very high and powerful autho- 
rities in that Houle, that the continuance of an impeachment had 
been carried. It was to the eloquence of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer that that meaſure was chiĩefly to be attri- 
buted. He who of all other men might be moſt likely to 
be himſelf harraſſed by a long and tedious impeachment. 
It was by the preſent Adminiſtration that the bill which was 
ſo obnoxious to the people of Canada had been repealed, 
and a lovely ſyſtem of freedom had been ſubſtituted in its 
place. When fcdition had ſome time ſtalked abroad with 
gigantic iteps, an Adminiſtration hoſtile to liberty would 
have taken hold of the opportunity, and endeavoured to 
contract her powers. But had the preſent Adminiſtration 
done this? No; they had touched the ſubject with a le- 
nient hand, and the bill they had brought forward for pre- 
venting and puniſhing ſedition, they had moderately and 
gently limited to the term of two years. Though the moſt 
{dition is meetings had been held. which threatened, if longer 
ſuffered, the mott dreadful cc nſequences to the country, the 


preſent Adminiſtration had not taken advantage of it to pre- 


vent metings altogether, which they might have done. 'T hey 


had not prevented mee rings for any purpoſe within the num- 


ber 
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» 
ber of fifty; and by a lawful notice being given, any num- 
ber of people whatever might meet for any purpoſe actually 
aſſigned in ſuch notice. Mr. Browne then proceeded to re- 
mark on the ſecond point, tranquillity, which he faid had al- 
ways been ſo clear, from the excellent meaſures adopted by 
Adminiſtration, that it was unneceſſary for him to g any fur- 
ther into the ſubject, which ſpot» lo plainly for itfelt. He 
now came, he ſaid, to the third point, © the generat proſ- 


perity of the country,” and on this he was certain no former 
Adminiſtration could ever claim, by any means. equal merit 


with the preſent. He would divide this head into two peri- 
ods: the firſt from 1784 to 1792; the fecond from 1792 to 
the preſent moment. In the year 1784, the preſent Chan- 
cellor came into office, and from that tim to 1792 no coun- 
try ever flouriſhed more, nor did this country ever enjoy ſo 
large a portion of general proſperity. By means of his great 
financial abilities he raiſed the funds, which he found at 64, 
during the courſe of that period, to 97 or 98. In the fame 
proportion with the funds the trade, commerce, manufac- 
tures, agriculture, induſtry and ingenatty of the country 


kept equal pace in their increaſe of general proſperity, and 


the country had arrived to the moſt unexampled height of 
happineſs. The Peace of 1783 was ſuppoſed and ſaid io be 
precarious, but by the great wiſdom of the meaſures adopted 
by the preſent Adminiſtration, it was rendered not only per- 
manent but highly beneficial to the commercial and other in- 
tereſts of this country. The other period to which he had 


now to allude he was ſorry to ſay was a painful reverſe. 
Thoſe political evils, however, which had cauſed it, were 


entirely owing to the French Revolution, which had ſud- 
denly riſen to à head, and, like a ſwelling torrent, burſt 
every natural and artificial bound, and ſwept away all before 
it. It was worſe, he ſaid, than the firſt eruption of the Goths 


and Vandals, or any other ſavage nation that had ever 
been heard of. It threatened deſtruction to every Civilized 
ſtate and regular Government in Europe. Much had been 


ſaid, he obſerved, on the point of avoiding the war, and great 
blame was imputed to Miniſters for not doing ſo. He 


denied poſitively that it was pothble to avoid it; and if 


it were, he was certain, he ſaid, that by avoiding it we 


ſhould have been placed in a much more lamentable ſtate - 


than we now were in. Blame had alſo been imputed to 
Miniſters for the expeditions which they had planned againſt 
the Weſt-India iflands of the enemy. This was alſo with 
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out cauſe. The want of ſucceſs in that quarter was not ow- 
ing to any deficiency of wiſdom in the meaſures purſued, or 
the plans adopted: it might fairly be fet down to the unfor- 
tunate circumſtance of the yellow fever bicaking out in Phi- 
ladelphia, and being from thence conveved to the Welt Indies, 
where it operated like a plague or peſtilence, and made a cli- 
mate which had been conſidered as falubrious in former wars, 
ſo peſtiferous as to change the productive foil of every ifland 
into a hungry and univerſally yawning burial-ground, He 
contended that the war, though diſaſtrous in ſome points 
of view, was abſolutely neceſſary; and, taking it altogether, 
was the moſt glorious war that ever this county was engaged 
in, Our trade had increaſed in a degree of proportion unknown 
in the courſe of any former wars. The people owed every 
thing to the preſent Adminiftration for entering into it, for 
they had by that, and he believed by that alone, kept the ſcene 
of action entirely from this country. It had ravaged and de- 
ſtroyed every part of Europe except this county. They had 
demanded the moſt dreadful! requiſitions of every power on the 
continent, and the Grand Duke of Tuſcany had been obliged 
to ſel] his jewels in order to raiſe the laſt requiſition of one hun- 
_ dred thouſand crowns which they had levied on him. From 
theſe evils we have been ſaved by the preſent Adminiſtration. - 
Would we change them for any other Adminiſtration in Eu— 
rope? No, he was bold to ſay. Could we change them for 
any other fet of men, in this country, who were likely to be 
of more ſervice to its intereſts? He believed not. He knew w- 
well the great talents and ſplendid abilities of ſeveral of the 
Gentlemen oppoſite to him, and could wiſh they would act in 
union with thoſe on his fide, but he feared that with was vain. 
D Mr. Browne then took an average view of the bills of inclo- 
___ ſures and canals, during four years before the war, and the 
Tame period ſince its commencement, and ſhewed, that in the 
latter period they had greatly increaſed. Thiere was one point 
he begged leave to obſerve upon before he fat down, which 
was the great importance of the immediate preſervation of 
_ tranquillity. This the preſent Adminiſtration had, by the 
wiſdom and firmneſs of their meaſures, uniformly obtained ; he 
was afraid that removing them would greatly hazard this im- 
pPeortant matter, aud this was a powerful reaſon with him for 
oppoſing it. He begged pardon of the Houfe for detaining 
tem fo long, thanked them for the patience with which they 
had heard him, and concluded by giving his decided diſſent to 


the motion. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Alderman Curtis obſerved, that though his honourable 
Friend boaſted of obeying the inſtructions of his conſtituents, 
he had fallen ſhort of them. His Majeſty's Miniſters were, in 
theſe inflructions, denominated weak and wicked, but his ho- 
 Nnourable Friend had thought proper to leave that part of the 
ſtory our. He muſt confeſs that his conſtituents alſo inſtructed. 
him to make or ſuppoit this motion, but he gave them to un- 
derſtand, that he ſhould vote according to his conſcience, He 
did not think it neceſſary for him to go over the ſame grounds 
with his honourable Friend who ſpoke laſt. He declared he 
| ſhould vote againſt the motion. „ 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon ſaid, it was true a number of the 
| Livery of the city of London had voted that this motion ſhould 
be made, but he did not conceive that they conſtituted a ma- 
jority of the Livery ; for there was a petition expreſſive of dif- 
| ferent ſentiments, ſigned already by a great number of that 
| Livery, and he had no doubt it would be ſigned by a great many 
more. He did not think that the preſent Miniſters were either 
weak or wicked, but he believed there were among their op- 
ponents out of that Houſe many that were wicked indeed; 
who endeavoured to introduce anarchy and confuſion into this 
country. He could not think of any thing more dangerous 
than to endeavour to remove his Majeſty's Miniſters at a time 
when it was probable they were negociating for peace. — 
Mr. Curwen obſerved, that it was common for perſons in 
this Houſe to pretend that they were right in exerciſing their 
_ own judgment in oppoſition to that of their conſtituents. It 
was his opinion, that Members of Parliament were not only 
bound to liſten to the inſtructions of their conſtituents, but to 
obey them. That Houſe ought to ſpeak the ſenſe of the 
people, and unleſs they obeyed the inſtructions of their conſti- 
tuents, that could never be done.. It had been argued in fa- 
vour of the preſent Miniſter, that he had brought the country 
to an unexampled pitch of proſperity previous to the preſent 
war. He had, however, never heard any arguments that could 
convince him, that the proſperity of the country was at all 
owing to the meaſures of Adminiſtration, It had been ſaid 
too, that Miniſters had, by the armaments they had wiſely 
fitted out, prevented war with Ruſſia and Spain. Perhaps, 
however, ſome wiſer meaſures might have been adopted for 
preventing thoſe wars, than by armaments, which coſt ſo many 
millions to the country. But the preſent diſcuſſion ſhould be 
confined to the period ſince the commencement of the preſent 
war. Indeed, whether for the defence, or the condemnation 
of Miniſters, it was unneceſſary to go beyond that period. Mi- 
j le ene ues niſters 
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niſters were highly criminal in refuſing to take thoſe ſteps by 


which'they might have avoided the calamities of war. It had 


been ſaid of the {ide of the Houſe on which he ſtood, that they 


always oppoſed the war with indiſcriminate violence. They had, 
indeed, oppoſed it on the juſt principle, that no war ſhould be 


commenced without endeavours being made to prevent it by 
negociation. If Miniſters could not negociate at the com- 
mencement of the war, Why did they not take the opportunity 


when the armies of France were driven back within their ter- 
ritory. It was obvious that they could then have made peace 


upon better terms than at any other period of the war. Their 


neglecting to ſeize this opportunity of making peace was a ſuf- 
ficient proof to him that they intended to interfere with the 
Government of France. It proved that the war was, as it had 
been called, a war of Kings againſt the People. The honour- 
able Gentleman (Mr. H. Browne) had made the paſſing of the 
Traiterous Correſpondence Bill, and the ſuſpenſion of the 


Habeas Corpus Act, grounds of defence for his Majeſty's Mi- 


nifters. It was extraordinary, that thoſe violations of the Li- 


| berties of the People ſhould be ſeriouſly urged in the defence 
of thoſe who had committed them. From the two bills to 
which the honourable Gentleman had alfo alluded, the coun- 

try had experienced the moſt diſaſtrous effects. Since they 


were paſſed had not the navy been diſorganized, and diſaffec- 


tion widely diffuſed ; if the preſent ſyſtem was perſevercd in, 


theſe diſcontents would ſtill increaſe, and they would ore day 


| burſt forth with an irreſiſtible fury, which would bear down 


all before it. He was not for a change of Adminiſtration, 
which ſhould have only for its object the putting one man into 
the place of another. The country would gain nothing by 


ſuch'a change; the change muſt be total, not of men, but of 


ſyſlem. The immenſe influence of Government mult ceaſe: 
by that influence the righr honourable Gentleman had created 


about one half of the preſent Houſe of Peers. That exerciſe 


of the prerogative which the Conſtitution had veſted in the ex- 
ecutive branch of the Governinent, ought. not-to be uſed for 


the purpoſe of undue influence. It degraded the dignity of the 
Legiſlature, when men were raiſed to the Peerage, not as the 


reward of merit, but of ſervices to Adminiſtration. The ſyſtem 


which Miniſters had followed in Ireland, had reduced that 
country to a ſtate of the greateſt diſorder. Nothing ſhort of 
the complete emancipation of the Catholics, and a thorough 

reform in the repreſentation of the People, could now prevent 


Ireland from being ſeparated from this country. Indeed, in the 


preſent ſituation. of affairs, it would be more for the intereſt of 
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Great Britain that Ireland ſhould be declared perfectly inde- 


' pendent, than that, by the impolitic and oppreſhve meaſures of 


Miniſters, the people ſhould be driven to extremes which 
might prove far more injurious to this country. It was not 
the preſent Miniſters, he believed, who could make peace for 


this country; and as the ſituation of the nation depended upon 


that bleſling being ſpeedily procured, he felt it his duty to ſup- 
port the preſent motion. 

Mr. Hawkins Browne explained, RS 

Mr. Bootle ſaid he conſidered the Traiterous Correſpondence 
Bill to have been of great advantage to the country. It enabled 


the Government to fend a great number of foreigners abroad, 
whom it would be very improper to permit to remain here in 
ſuch times as the preſent. The Bills too, which had been fo 
| loudly complained of, had in fact been the means of preſerving 


the Conſtitution. By theſe wife meaſures which Miniſters had 
adopted, they had ſucceeded in confining ſeditious language 
within the walls of that Houſe, As a proof that theſe Bills 


were not thought oppreſſive to the people, he might notice the 
reluctance of the honourable Gentleman over againſt him, in 


bringing forward the motion he had fo long promiſed. He had 


_ adjourned the motion for their repeal from week to week; and 
though he had fixed it for next week, the Houſe had no reaſon 


to believe it would come on then, When a change of Admi- 
niſtration was ſuggeſted, it was proper to conſider in what ſitu- 
ation the country would be placed, if the honourable Gentle- 
man and his Friends were to get into office. Theſe Gentlemen 
had pledged themſelves to.bring forward a Parliamentary Re- 
form ; but they would find it very difficult to do this without 
throwing the country into confuſion. There were two or three 
parties all defiring reform, but whoſe principles and views 
were very different, Would thoſe who claimed univerſal ſut- 
frages be content to ſtop at the point which the lovers of mode- 
derate reform thought proper. While thoſe Gentlemen re- 
ceived the ſupport of the moſt violent party, it was evident 
that party expected that any Reform which might be propoſed 


| ſhould include their plan. He wiſhed to know if Gentlemen 


were prepared to go fo far? 


Mr. Brandling entered into a review of the conduct of his 


Majeſty's Miniſters during the war, and contended, that every 


poſſible meaſure which could be juſtified by human prudence 


had been adopted to promote the ſucceſs of it. The navy of 
France had been reduced in an unexampled degree, and the 
commerce of that country had been completely deſtroyed by 
the well directed efforts of Great Britain, and the happy ex- 


ertions 


/ 
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ertions of the nation were unrivalled in any former period of 
hiſtory. The war was, in his opinion, a conteſt between re- 


ligioa and impiety, between humanity and cruelty, between 
barbarity and civilization. It was a war in which the deareſt 


intereſts of mankind were implicated, and in which the whole 
world was called upon to vindicate her rights againſt the uſur- 


pations of France. Nothing, therefore, could be ſo deſtructive as a 


change of adminiftration at the preſent momentous criſis, when 


every real friend to ſocial order thould unite with vigour and 


Perſeverance, to obtain an honourable peace. He ſhould 


therefore give his decided negative to the motion. : 
Mr. Alderman Luſhington faid, that as he perfectly agreed 


with the honourable Gentleman (Mr. Curwen) in thinking 
that it was not neceſſary to go beyond the preſent war to in- 


veſtigate the conduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters, he ſhould 


therefore take up the queſtion on that ground. He had for 


his own part viewed the commencement of hoſtilities in a 
very different point of view from ſeveral Gentlemen on his 


fide of the Houſe, who had merely argued in favour of a 


partial juſtification of the cauſe of hoſtilities. He felt that he 
was warranted in conſidering the act of aggreſſion on the part 


of the French Republic againſt the Dutch, who were the 


allies of Great Britain, as a ſofficient ground for war; but he 
would not confine himſelf to a minor cauſe, when others ot 
a much ſuperior, and a more cogent nature preſſed themſelves 


upon the conviction of the Houſe. The defence of the war did 
not reſt on the {imple act of aggreſſion, but had a more ample 
and permanent baſis. It was undertaken for the purpoſe of 


maintaining that grand principle which preſerved the hap- 


pineſs of the civilized world, and which prevented the en- 


croachments of barbarity. Had France been contented to have 
confined to her own territories thoſe diabolical principles, 
which it was her determined purpoſe and glory to diſſeminate - 
and eſtabliſh in every part of Europe, Great Britain would 


not have been compelled to interfere in a conteſt which did 
not require her immediate exertions. But France went fur- 


ther, and threatened every neighbouring ſtate with the de- 
ſtructive effects of thoſe political tenets which her revolu- 
tionary doCtrines inſpired. It therefore became neceſſary to 
_ oppoſe a ſtrong and firm barrier to the dangerous principles 


openly avowed by the French Republic, and which teemed 
with the ſubverſion of good order, morality, and religion, in 
every civilized nation, that did not wiſh to fraternize with 
the enemies of ſociety and well regulated Government. The 


war having conſequently for its end and object fo very _ 
| | tat. 
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tial and fo highly ſalutary, had in a great meaſure accompliſh - 
ed that object, as thoſe pernicious principles had been con 
quered by their own diabolical effect. He was ready to avow 
his coincidence-in ſentiment with the honourable Gentleman 
(Mr. Curwen) on the ſubject of the treaſon and ſedition bills, 

They both agreed in theory reſpecting theſe bills, but they 
differed in point of practice. They were in his opinion con- 
trary to the ſpirit of the conſtitution, and ſuch were his ſenti- 
ments when they became; the topic of parliamentary diſcuſſion; 
yet he thought it was wiſe on that occaſion, wile and prudent 
for the Houſe to forego a particular part of the conſtitution to 
preſerve the whole, and thus, . by giving up one of the rights 
of the people, to maintain all the others inviolate and entire. 
The worthy Alderman who came forward with the motion 
had {rated, that he ated in compliance with the orders of his 
conſtituents. The conſtituents of the worthy Alderman were 
allo his; and whenever he received inſtructions from a great 
body of them, fairly aſſembled, he was always diſpoſed to thew 
them the utmoſt reſpe& and deference. But the meeting 
where the reſolutions were entered into, and which the worthy 
Alderman conceived himſelf bound to obey, was not compoſed 
of one-fifth of all the conſtituent body of the city of London. 
The preſſure of difficulties ariſing out of the war was admitted 
on all hands to be very great, but it could not be too ſtrongly 
impreſſed on the minds of Gentlemen, that thoſe difficulties 
had not ariſen from want of dye exertion on the part of his 
Majeſty's Miniſters in the proſecution of it. The moſt pro- 
bable means of enſuring ſucceſs had been uniformly employed, 
and in no inſtance whatever in former wars had the ſailors and 
foldiers of Great Britain manifeſted their valour an. perſever- 
ance with more glorious activity, or with more ſucceſsful ef- 
fect. The diſappointments which had taken place in the 

courſe of the conteſt had ariſen from the line of conduct pur- 
ſued by one man, who, however high in rank and power, 
was directly the reverſe with reſpe& to the execution of his 
promiſes and the fidelity of his engagements. He alluded to 
the King of Pruſſia, who profeſſing to act for the common 
cauſe, had abandoned the principles on which he originally 
ſet out, and produced the moſt fatal miſchiefs, not to this coun- 
try alone, but to Europe in general. He was juſtified in aſ- 
ſerting, that there was not an individual in the country, 
whoſe thoughts were more really diſpoſed to peace than thole 
of the right honourable. Gentleman at the head of his ylajeſty's 
adminiſtration, and of thoſe perſons wlio were connected with 


3 8 him 
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him in the conduct of public affairs. In offering this candid 
tribute to the merits of the right hon. Gentleman, he wiſhed 
to have it underſtood, that he did not {peak from any com- 
munication whatever on the ſubject, nor even from the dif- 
ferent ſpeeches delivered in that Houſe ſince the commence- 
ment of the war, but from the meafures uniformly purſued by 
that right hon. Gentleman, to promote aid enſure to the na- 
tion the great and deſirable bleffings of an honourable and per- 
manent peace. He would not waſte the time of the Houſe in 
taking notice of a ſtate merit which had gone abroad, that the 
Government and the people of France were hoſtile to a peace 
concluded under the direction of his Majeſty's Miniſters. For 
thoſe who might entertain that opinion were indeed inconſider- 
able when compared to the nation at large. The exertions of 
France were directed againſt the Navy, the credit, and the 
conflitution of England; and the enemy looked to the deſtruc- 
tion of the Britiſh ſyſtem altogether. not to gratify any ani- 
moſity againſt particular perſons. He would not deny that 
the defire of peace was general and anxious throughout the 
country. It was the natural policy and characteriſtic of the 
nation to with anxiouſly for peace, but it was no leſs the pe- 
culiar charaQeriſtic of Britons to perſevere in the vigorous pro- 
ſecution of war, for the purpoſe of obtaining an honourable and 
permanent peace. The {tate of public credit had been brought 
forward as an argument againſt the continuance of hoſtilities; 
but public credit, it cvght not to be forgotten, was inſeparably 
connected with commerce, and commerce could not flouriſh 
without the reſtoration of a juſt and advantageous peace, which 
vas the great end propoſed by a perſeverance in the proſecu- 
tion of war. He ſhould therefore vote againſt the motion, con- 
vinced as he was, that the ſun of Britain's glory would ſoon 
ſet, were the nation to tubmit in a ſervile manner to terms 
of peace which the French Republic might imperiouſly die- 
tate. 22 DR TT 0 
Mr. M. A. Taylor ſtated the grounds upon which he ſhould 
give his ſupport to the motion. From what he had ſeen of the 
conduct of the King's Miniſters for the laſt four years he 
thought them weak and wicked. When he called them weak 
he did not mean to ſav that they were deſtitute of talents, but 
that their meaſures vere weak and inefficient. And when he 
pronounced them wicked, it was not his intention to aſperſe 
their private character, but to expoſe the ſyſtem of corruption 
which it had been their object to eſtabliſh in the country. If, 
as the worthy Alderman ſaid, the war was undertaken for 4s 
| | = 2 preſer- 


* 


Mar 19. WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 211 
preſervation of civilized Europe, it had been very unſueceſsful, 
for the King of Pruſſia was long ago a barbarian, and the Em- 
peror was 1apidly degenerating into a ſtate of barbariſm. In 
ſhort, the French were ſucceeding in unc'vilizing all the 
Princes upon the Continent. The real object of the war he 
contended to have been the reſtoration of monarchy in France, 
and then he aſked whether it had been conducted with ability, 
or whether the preſent adminiſtration were not as incapable of 
- proſecuting the war, if it was neceffary, as of concluding a 
peace on terms honourable to the country? They found them 
elves in a fituation of calamity ; he aſked whether they would 
truſt to the wiſdom of theſe who had brought them into it, to 
extricate them from it? It had been ſaid that a change of Mi- 
niſters would be followed by a change of the conſtitution. He 
contended that it would be followed by a reſtoration of the con- 
ſtitution, of which they had been cruelly robbed, and that if he 
wilhed for a ſubverſion of the conſtitution, there was nothin 
which he would deſire ſo much as that the preſent Miniſters 
ſhould continue in power. He thould therefore give his ſtrenu- 
ous ſupport to the motion for their removal. my 
Mr. Miles Peter Andrews ſaid, not being in the habit of 
public ſpeaking, it is with great deference that I venture to 
_ treſpaſs on the indulgence of the Houſe Sir, I feel it my duty 
to give my negative to the motion, becauſe I think, in theſe. 
tumultuous times, this Houſe would do well to diſcourage 
_ every proceeding which may tend to leſſen the weight of due 
authority, or diſcredit the executive powers of the country. 
I am clearly of opinion that at this momentous criſis which 
teems with objects of ſuch great importance, not only to our- 
elves, but to the ſecurity and repole of all Europe; I ſay Sir, 
at this particular period 1 think the meaſutes of government 
ought ſtrenuouſly to be fapported, and no obſtacles ſhould be 
thrown in the way of operations, to which fo mach official 
knowledge is requilite, aud to Which fo much reſponſibility is 
attached. | os ET. 33 
There may be times, when party animoſity, when perſonal 
Prejudice, when all ſuch confiderations ſhould give way; and 
link before the great impreſſive claim, which the peculiar 
_ urgency of affairs, and the immediate intereſts of the country, 
muſt at ſuch times, impel us to feel and to acknowledge— 55 
dir, [ contend that this is one of thoſe critical, yet anitnating 
periods; this is a moment in which every Englithman ſhould ' 
unite to aid, and to eitablith our national character, our honour, 
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It does not appear to me, than any ſudden change of men, 
any convulſion in our political ſyſtem, would eſſentially pro- 
mote the tranquillity of the country, or accelerate the means 
of procuring peace; if it did, 1 would certainly accede to the 
motion, for I hold myſelf perfectly unconnected with any 
party whatſoever. Suppoſe his Majeſty ſhould in conſequence 
of an addreſs from this Houſe, think proper to diſmiſs his pre- 
ſent Miniſters. On whom muſt the nation rely, for the guid- 
ance and direction of its affairs? Shall we find greater abilities, 
ſounder integrity, or firmer minds among other gentlemen, 
than amongſt the preſent adminiſtration, I think not, at leaſt I _ 
am not at preſent inclined to riſk the trial. | | 

A great deal has been ſaid at times of the lamentable ſtate of 
our finances, and the deplorable fituation of public credit; I 
may perhaps not feel myſelf competent to paſs either enco- 
mium, or cenſure, on the conduct of Miniſters with reference 
to theſe events; but I am free to ſay, that J attribute a great 
part of theſe diſaſters, to that ill grounded alarm and appre- 
henſion; to that unmanly gloom and deſpondency, which have 
of late pervaded all ranks of people, and I hope I may be juſti- 
fed in obſerving, that to ſink beneath the preſſure of tempo- 
rary calamity, is unworthy our characters as Engliſhmen ; and 
it is highly incumbent upon us, at this juncture to rouſe that 
ſpirit, and awaken that zeal, which ever have been, and 1 
truſt ever will continue to be our glory, and our pride. 
_ Vnanimity is the ſureſt ground we can proceed on, to re- 
ſtore the peace, the happineſs, and the proſperity of the coun- 
try; and J will conclude with the words of our immortal bard, 


Nought can make us rue, 


If England to herſelf will prove but true. 


Mr. Hobhouſe went into a detail to ſhew that the war origin- 
ated on the part of this country and not of France, and that the 
prohibition of the exportation of corn to France, the Alien bill, 
the correſpondence between Lord Grenville and M. Chauve- 
lin, and the diſmiſſion of their Ambaſſador, were paramount to 
a declaration of war. He contended alſo that they had neglect- 
ed every favourable opportunity of making peace, ſuch as the 
application of M. le Brun for a paſsport, che defection of Du- 
mourier, &c. As a teſt of their capacity, he aſked if they had 
gained one object of the war? They had gone to war for the 
protection of Holland. Holland was now leagued with our 
enemy. They had commenced hoſtilities for the reſtoration of _ 
monarchy in France. They had been obliged to treat with the 

| 9 95 1 1 ; yery 
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very authors of the death of the King. Was there one of their 


menaces accompliſhed, or one of their predictions fulfilled ? 


| They threatened to march to Paris. Now they were in 


anxiety for the ſafety of this kingdom. They announced the 
finances of France to be completely. ruined. How, he aſked, 
are our enn 55 oy ris 8 
5 Mutato nomine de te fabula narratur, i Fey 
He then took a view of their domeſtic ſyſtem. They had ex- 
tended the Exciſe laws they had erected all over the kingdom. 
They had impoſed reſtriftions, upon the liberty of the preſs. 
They had tongue-ticd the people. They had diſorganized the 
navy. They were hazarding the diſmemberment of the em- 
pire. In thele circumſtances he called upon the reprefentatives. 
of the people to addreſs his Majeſty to remove the authors of 
ſuch a deſtructive, oppreſſive, and ruinous ſyſtem. If you 
wiſh, ſaid he, for a ſecure, permanent, and honourable peace, 
addreſs the King to diſmiſs his Miniſters. If you with to repair 
the ſhattered finances of the country, and to prop the tottering 


edifice of public credit, addreſs the King to diſmiſs his Mi- 
niſters. Would you prevent the diſmemberment of the em- 
pire, addreſs the King to diſmiſs his Miniſters, Would you 


reſtore the priſtine purity and ſplendor of the conſtitution, I 
repeat the expreſſion, and with it I conclude, addreſs the King 


to diſmiſs his Miniſters. = Dn nn a 
Sir Gilbert Heathcote earneſtly wiſhed that all party con- 


ſiderations might be ſet aſide, when the intereſts of Britain 


were at ſtake. The object of the preſent moment, which he 
conjured that Houſe and the country to regard, was to unite, 


and rally round ihe conſtitution, to ſupport the King, and the 
acknowledged rights of the Engliſh people. Miniſters might 


be called to au account afterwards, if their conduct was found 
culpable. But, at preſent, he thought it would be of dangerous 
tendency to adopt the motion. He declared that no man with- 
ed for peace more than he did; but then, it was a ſolid and an 
| honourable peace; but he did not think the motion for the 
removal of the King's Miniſters the readieſt way to obtain it. 


Mr. Deut thought, that before the Houſe could adopt the 
preſent motion, it would he neceſſary to know who thoſe gen- 


tlemen are to whom it was wiſhed that the adminiſtration of 
public affairs ſhould be committed? He lamented, that in the 
courſe of the debate aſſertions had been converted into accuſa- 
tions, particularly when Miniſters were charged with occaſion- 


ing the diſcontents and diſorderly. conduct of the ſeamen, and 


the diſturbances in Ireland. He wiſhed ſuch circumſtances had 


never been mentioned; they were irrelevant to the preſent - 


motion 


— 
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motion, and ill timed, particularly after the grievances of the 
ſeamen had been redreſſed, and order reſtored in the fleet. He 
imputed no ſmall ſhare of the misfortunes of the country and 
the ſhock which public credit had ſuſtained, to the unguarded 
ſpeeches within thoſe walls. He did not believe that the coun 
try at large was ſo deſponding as had been ſuppoſed ; he rather 
thought the people were agreed to meet their preſent difficul- 
ties, and even encounter greater, and, if poſſible, to remove 
them, as far as individual aſſiſtance could be given. Why, he 
would aſk, ſhould national difficulties be magnified in that 
Houſe, for no other apparent reaſon than to encreaſe this deſ- 
pondency ?— Thoſe which particular commercial towns ſuſ- 
tained in conſequence of the war, had, in his opinion, been 
exaggerated. Referring to the ſtate of the Bank, he declared, - 
that even if it ſhould not open in its uſual method, after the 
propoſed period of the 24th of June next, the inconvenience 
to the public would not be equal to what had been already ex- 
perienced. He did not doubt but that in a few years after the 
_ reſtoration of peace, the ſums lodged in the hands of the Com- 
miſſtoners for liquidating the national debt would alleviate, and 
eventually remove preſent difficulties. He declared, that 
there was nothing the country had more to be afraid of, than 
the effect of the inflammatory ſpeeches delivered in that Houle. 
Mr. N. 7ejreys ſaid, that, in voting for the motion, he 
adopted the ſenſe of his conſtituents, He would anſwer one 
_ queſtion by aſking another. It had been demanded, if the pre- 
fent Miniſters were diſmiſſed, where were others to be found 
to fill up their places? To this he thought it a ſufficient reply | 
to aſk, if the preſent Miniſters are diſmiſſed, where would it 
be poſſible to find worſe? 33 REY | 
Mr. Elliſon declared, that he would ſpeak his ſentiments as 
an independent man, and a member for a reſpectable county 
(Lincoln). He would always liſten to the advice of his con- 
ſtituents with deference, but at the ſame time claim the privi- 
lege of acting from his own opinion, and would not ſubmit to 
any undue influence. He ſpurned at the inſinuation that thoſe 
who voted for Minifters did it becauſe of the places they had to 
give. For his part, he felt himſelf independent; he neither 
wanted place or penſion. He loved liberty and the conftitu- 
tion, and would vote accordingly. He would not aſk Mi- 
niſters to preſerve theſe bleſſings, for it was the duty of that 
Houſe to preſerve them. He had thought the war neceſſary in 
its origin, and now he believed that nothing would tend fooner 
o reſtore peace than unanimity in that Houſe, Could this be 
obtained, he believed little more time would be wanting to en- 


N 


mode of obtaining peace with the enemy. 
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Joy this bleſſing, than what, would be required for a meſſenger 
to go from London to Haris. He could not think this was 
the proper ſeaſon for agitating queſtions of reform, and bring- 
ing forward charges agaipſt, Miniſters , it would be like his at- 
tempting to reform his family when bis houſe was beſet with 


thieves and robbers. He believed that unanimity at home, and 


a decided bold front ſhewn by this country, would be the beſt 


Mr. Sturt ſaid, if there was ever was a neceſſity for a change of 


Miniſters it was when the conduct of the right hon, Gentleman 
| was conſidered ; when he came into power, when his profeſſions 


of attachment to the cauſe of liberty and reform were recollected 


and compared with the ſyſtem which in office he had purſued, 


there would be found good reaſon for the motion. It was faid, 
point out other Miniſters. That, however, it was for his Majeſt 
to decide ; worſe than the preſent certainly could not be found. 


When the Houſe conſidered the origin of the war, the mode 


in which it had been conducted, the ſneaking deceitful attempts 
at negociation, intended to deluile the people with the hopes 


of peace, in order to pick their pockets, they would find the 


moſt powerful arguments for the removal of Miniſters. 'The 
ill-fated Quiberan expedition, planned by the Secretary at War, 
the cruel and deſtructive attempts upon St. Domingo, and in- 


deed every part of their conduct, were arguments for their re- 


moval. The diſturbances in the fleet too, he would undertake 


to prove, were owing to the miſconduct of Miniſters; and if 
no other perſon did, he would, on a future occaſion, bring 
forward a motion for enquiry into their conduct. Even ſtill 
the mutiny was not entirely ſettled, and this he was ready to 
prove. Every thing had been unſucceſsful. The Houſe was 
a laughing- ſtock to Europe, and their proceedings deſpiſed. 


The right honourable Gentleman might ſmile, but a time 


might come when he would look more ſerious. If the preſent 
Miniſters were allowed to go on, he believed the people them 


{ſelves would turn them out. OE ee 
Mr. Pierrepoint ſaid, that he ſhould vote againſt the preſent 
motion. His Majeſty's Miniſters did not appear to him to be 


* 


eriminal, although they were unfortunate. His duty and in- 


clination induced him to give that vote which appeared to him 


to be molt conſiſtent with the intereſts of his county. 
: Mr. Burdon could not think that auguſt Aſſembly would be 
induced to place the country in ſo degrading a ſituation as to: 


pals their vote in order to pleaſe the enemy. He deprecated 


the tendency of this and of other motions which had been lately : 


made, or of which notice had been given, to divide the ſenti- 


ments 
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ments of that Houſe and the nation,, at a time when a ſpirit of 
unanimity was ſo much wanted to be infuſed into the Houſe, 
and the people of the country at large. He feared that to pals 
a vote for the diſmiſſal of the preſent. Miniſters, was not a way 
to obtain a peace with the enemy deſirable in its nature, at the 
ſame time that it would riſk the very exiſtence of internal 
peace and tranquillity, 

The queſtion. was now loudly called for, when there ap- 
peared, 
1 (For the e — 59 | 
res Ak . „ 


„ 8 Majority, | 183 
ahne at ten 0 clock till the next LJ, 
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The inns at Mar brought up an ale of. an en- 
" creaſed pay and allowance to the Non: commiſſioned Officers 
and Privates of bis Majeſty's Land Forces, which was re- 
| ferred. for conſideration till Wedneſday nexkt. 
Ihe report of the Commit: ee on the bill for punranteding 
| the dividends on the Imperial Loan 0f 1 Bob was 
brought up and agreed to. RC 2 1 

The Committee on the _— Duty bill was poſtponed 
till Thurſday. A 

Leave being given, a bill was brought i in, and real a firſt 
time, for enabling his Majeſty to draw out and ny" the 
Tower Hamlet Militia. 

r. HY/ilberforce moved for leave to being in in a bill to en- 
able the Roman Catholics to ſerve as Officers in the Provi- 
ſional Cavalry and Supplementary . Militia. Leave was 
granted. 0 5 

Mr. Grey wiſhed to know when the Chancellor off the 
Exchequer meant to propoſe any meaſure tor eint relief 
to the Scotch Lowland DiſtiMers. 
The Chancelbr of the Exchequer replied, that ne could not 
fix a day, as there was no one open this week, hut that he 
ſhould take an early opportunity of ſubmitting to the Houſe 
a propoſition on that ſubject. 
The Waſte Land Incloſure bill (by Agreement) paſſed 
trough a Committee of the whole Houſe, the report was 
r 8. and the bill ordered to be recommitted next day. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TuzsDay, May 23. 
SCOTS PEERAGE OF GLENCAIRN, 
The Houſe in a Committee of e Lord Wa jog 


ham in the chair. 

Heard Mr. Grant at confiterable length, as Conntel on 
| behalf of Sir Adam Ferguſon, Baronet's claim to the title and 
dignity of Earl of Glencarrn and Lord K:lmau;s. 


After the Counſel had finiſhed, a variety of papers, Jon | 
ments, &c. were given in as evidence on the part of the 
claimant ; among theſe was a Patent, with the Great Seals 


attached, Which the perſon who delivered it ſaid he received 
from Mr. Stuart in Scotland, who told him he took it from 
the papers of the late Earl of Glencairn, which were in his 
poſſeſſion. This was objected to by the Counſel for the 


Crown (Meſſrs. Anflruther and William Dundas), as inad- 


mithble evidence of its authenticity. 


The Counſel for the claimant urged : the circumſtance of 


a Patent under the Great Seal proving itſelf. FO 

One of the Lords of the Committee (the Chancellor) ob- 
ſerved, that ſuch was admitted where the parties and the 
Crown. agreed to it. 

After ſome de e e the further heneing- 4 
the caſe was adjourned to Thurſday ſe'nnight ; at which pe- 
riod the Counſel for the claimant ſaid, that the conſent of 
the Crown ſhould be obtained, or that regular and unobjec- 
tionable evidence ſhould be adduced reſpecting: the paint in 
queſtion.' 

The Houſe: then illmed, and after prayers were read, the 
various bills upon the table were forwarded in their reſpec 
tive ſtages. - 

The Emperor's Laws Goarances bill was ee by Mr. 
| Hobart from the Houſe of Commons, and the Merchants 
Seamens bill by Colonel Gaſcoyne, which were read a firſt 
time. : 

A great number of private bills were alſo preſented, after 
which the Houſe ORGY nn the next 0 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TukspAV, Mar 23. 


1 


Mr. Sheridan moved to refer the petition of John Pilar, 


Eſq. to a Committee to enquire into the agreement made b 
Vox. III. 1797. 2 E . $4 
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him with the Treaſury. on his plan for the improvement of 

the poſt-office mails. To which motion the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, after a few words of ee — 
and the Committee was appointed. 

Mr. Sheridan gave notice, that he ſhould the next day call 
the attention of the Houſe to the important ſubject of the 
diſturbances in the navy, upon Which miſrepreſentations had 
gone abroad highly injurious to that Houſe and the country. 
A paper, in the ſhape of a Manifeſto, which he believed to 
be a ſcandalous forgery, he ſhould not take the trouble to 
expoſe on account of the perſonalities to himſelf; but as he 
underſtood that a very iniquitous uie was made of It; in ex. 
citing diſcontents among our ſeamen at Plymouth and elſe- 
where, he thought it of conſequence to prove its falſchood, 
and he perhaps ſhould have oecation to Lobe ugs ws obſerva- 

tions with a motion on the ſubjeRt. 


MOTION FOR THE REPEAL OF.THE Two ACTS 10 PRE- 
VENT TREASONS AND SEDITIOUS MEETINGS. ' 


Mr. Fox ſaid, I ſhall not have occaſion, Sir, to detain the 


| Houſe for any conſiderable length of time in ſtating the rea- 


ſons that induced me to call the attention of the Houſe to 
the two memorable acts of the laſt Parliament, a motion for 
the: repeal of which I intimated- before the holidays; nor 
will it be neceſſary for me to ſay/much:in anſwer to the miſ- 
repreſentations that have been made on account of my having 
delayed the motion ſo long. The circumſtances that have 
recently occurred, particularly: the meaſure of the ſtoppage 
of payment at the Bank, ſo totally engroſſed the public atten- 
tion, and engaged the time of the Houſe, that I did not 
think it right to Wau forward this diſcuſſion, and inſtead of 
deferring it by adjournments from week to week, I directiy 
and openly announced it for the preſent period. 


obnexious bills. which; at the time they were paſſed, J con- 
ceived to be moſt portentous to the country. Every reflec- 

tion that I have made upon the ſubject, and all the experi- 
ence that we have had ſince they! were paſſed, have ſerved to 
corroborate my own feeling, and I now riſe to move for the 
direct repeal of thoſe two laws, With reſpect to one of the 
two, that which came to us from the Houſe of Lords, under 
the title of “a Bill for the better Preſervation of his Majeſ- 
ty's Perſon and Government againſt Treaſonable Practices, 


I ſhall make but one or two obſervations; though every 5 5 


[ Commons, 


I have ne- 
ver been one moment doubtful as to the propriety of the two 
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of it continues to excite my hearttelt abhorrence. The firit 
great objection to that act is, that it extends unneceſſarily 
the ſtatutes of treaſons, and carries them to a length by no 
means conſiſtent with ſound policy as to their avowed object 
of the King's ſafety, nor conliſtent with the tranquillity and 
conſtitution of the realm. The memorable ſtatute of Ed- 
ward III. was found to be ſufficient to prevent the crime of 
treaſon, and experience has taught us, that all the {trained 
and forced conſtructions that have been put on that ſtatute, 
have ſerved rather to lower than heighten its force. Its ope- 
ration has proved that the life of the King is ſufficiently 
guarded, and every extenſion of it beyond that great and na- 
tional object, has only ſerved to take away the reverence 
which its ſimplicity excited in the hearts of a loyal and a li- 
beral people. That ſimplicity impreſſed upon the mind a 
ſanQion which it was impoſſible to derive from intricate and 
nice conſtructions. The people ſaw, in its noble and gene- 
rous frame, ſecurity for themſelves; by the reverence in 
which it held the ſacred perſon of the King, they ſaw that 
for the ſecurity of his perſon even the imagination of his 
death was provided againſt, and the law was fo clearly de- 
fined, ſo ſhort and ſimple, that no danger to the well-mean- 
ing could be created by its operation. This is not the firſt. 
| inſtance in which attempts have been made to make levying 
war a ſubſtantive act of attempting the King's death; but al 
the inſtances upon record, in which the extenſion of the 
treaſon laws to forced and doubtful conſtructions, has ut- 
terly failed of producing the effect which ſuch laws ought 
ever to have on the minds of the people. In the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth laws were enacted for the preſervation of her per- 
ſon and Government, tor which the turbulence of the times 
was the apology, but which no perſon could contemplate 
without indignation and regret. In the period of King 
Charles the Second ſimilar ſuſpicions were entertained of 
numbers of perſons being diſaffected to the Government, 
and ſome fevere and ſcandalous laws were enacted for the 
preſervation of the King's perſon. What is the impreſſion 
that theſe laws have made upon every perſon who has atten- 
tively conſidered the hiſtory of the times? That they were 
enacted upon a conſciouſneſs that the conduct of the Govern- 
ment was ſuch as to provoke diſaffection in the minds of the 
people, and this mult always be. the effect of rigorous and 
ſevere laws. It was made highly penal to ſay that Charles IT. 
was a Papiſt. Why ? Becauſe in truth he was ſo. No law 
i To WS: Ted would 
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would, in the preſent day, be thought neceſſary for the pre- 
ſervation of the character of his Majeſty King George III. 


_ againſt the charge of his being a Roman Catholic, becauſe 
any ſuch charge would be too contemptible for notice. His 
Majeſty's well-known character is his beſt protection againſt 


ſuch an imputation, and the very enacting ſuch a law would 
betray a conſciouſneſs that there was ground for the imputa- 
tion. 1 he laws of Charles II. were made in this ſpirit, they were 
received by the people, and have been rece ved by poſterity in 
this ſpirit, and ſuch laws can never have any other effect than 


to excite ſimilar ſuſpicions, and to weaken the government 
which they profeſſed to ſupport. The oniy other part of this 


Bill to which 1 ſhall allude, and which, in my mind, is very 
ſerious, is the proviſion with reſpect to political libels; it 
enacts that, upon a ſecond conviction, Judges may be enabled 
to inflict puniſhments of a kind fo barbarous and inhuman as 
to ſhock the heart of man. When you look back to the judg- 
ments that have been paſſed in former periods of our hiſtory, 
when you reflect on the prejudices to which our frail nature is 
neceſſarily ſubject, when you think on the poſſibility that 
Judges may be as ſervile, as corrupt, or as cruel in future times 


as they have been in paſt, you will perhaps be able to form a 


juſt eſtimate of the character of a law that enables them to in- 


flict a puniſhment of ſo dreadful a kind for an offence ſo inde- 


finite and doubtful as a political libel ! You will think with 
me, that the puniſhment of fine and impriſonment is fully fut- 
ficient to the crime, if crime it be, to publiſh the moſt extra- 
vagant political opinion as to the form of governing a com- 
munity. If this Bill had paſſed a century ago, how many men, 
whole grand and eſtimable characters have made them dear to 
mankind, might have been baniſhed to Botany Bay, and con- 
demned by a barbarous ſentence of an inhuman judge to the 
ſociety of a ſet of beings whom vice had degraded, and crimes 
of every nature had expelled from all rational intercourſe with 
man? Would not the writings of Locke, writings that have 


; enlightened and benefitted the country, have probably con- 


demned him to this horrible exile? But, without going back 
to a period fo diſtant, or addreſſing to the humanity of your 
reflexion inſtances ſo remote, can we deny that, in a period 
much nearer our own times, the violence of factious ſpirit 
might have hurried even judges of our own day to the inflic- 
tion of this deteſtable puniſhment if this law had then had ex- 
iſtence? In the beginning of the preſent reign complaints were 
made of the atrocious character of the public libels then pub- 
liſhed, and in the heat and fury of party zeal, proſecutionswere 
eee | carrieq 
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carried on with a bitterneſs of animoſity, upon which no per- 
ſon of moderation can reflect without ſhame and regret. Per- 
ſonal conſiderations, mixed with the motives of public decorum, 
and though I hope they did not influence either the proſecutors 
or the judges, yet, I ſubmit to the Houſe, whether the tem- 
per of the times were not ſuch, as to make it highly proba- 
ble that Mr. Alderman Wilkes, upon his ſecond conviction, 
might have been doomed to this horrid fate. 1 am not ſure 
that our nature is likely to be fo purified by public ſituation of 
truſt and power, as ta be ſuperior to all baſe and malignant 
paſhons, and I am not ſure, but that in the ſpirit of theſe 
times, Mr. Wilkes might have been the victim of a perſecut- 
ing rage. I have not the honour of this gentleman's acquaint- 
ance, nor have I, in the courle of our political lives, frequently 
agreed with him in opinion ; but now that the intemperance 
and fury of the time is paſt, J ſubmit to the Houſe what 
muſt be the feeling of every liberal heart on the idea of con- 
demning a perſon of ſuch high literary attainments, fo dear to 
the ſociety in which he lives, ſo exemplary as a magiſtrate, and 
who has ſhewn himſelf to be fo zealous a defender of the pre- 
rogatives of the crown, to a puniſhment fo degrading and ſo 
abhorrent; and yet, if the law had exiſted , would it not have 
been executed? If it had exiſted but a few vears ago, would it 
not have been executed in many other iuſtances, if juries could 
have been found to ſecond the wiſhes of our Government? Of 
the willingneſs of this Government to go to the full extent of 
this inhuman law, Scotland has given us a mortifying and in- 
dubitable proof; Scotland is ſaid to have had this barbarous 
law, though it had never been acted upon. It was aſſerted that 
at leaſt there did exiſt a law of fo barbarous a tendency, as to 
enable the Judges to ſend a man forth out of all civilized ſo- 
ciety, and condemn him to live, at the extremity of the earth, 
with the moft degraded beings of his ſpecies. It was ſaid, that 
ſuch a law did tarniſh and diſgrace the criminal code of that 
part of the kingdom. I am convinced, not merely on the au- 

thority of the moſt learned perſons of that country, as well as 
upon the fulleſt information that I have been able to acquire 
for myſelf, that no ſuch law did exiſt in Scotland, and that 
perſons who acted upon it will one day be brought to a leve:e 
retribution for their conduct. But the apprehention of the ex- 
iſtende of ſuch a law has diſplayed to us the character of our 
Government, and proved that we have a Miniſtry capable of 
condemning their fellow-creatures to this monſtrous puniſh- 
ment, for the mere expoſition of tenets on Government dif- 
ferent from their own. They made it their boaſt, that by 


means 
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means of this law they have gained the triumph of political 


opinion, and the ſacrifice of a number of human beings, of 
enlightened minds, and of moral character, for the mere offence 
of carrying doctrines to exceſs; for I admit that in ſome in- 


ſtances they carried their doctrines to exceſs, was a ſubject of 
inhuman boaſt. The publication of political opinion. That 


was the crime. What was the puniſhment? Death, of the 


molt aggravated, of the molt procraſtinated, of the moſt crucl 


nature, They were ſent, not into baniſhment merely, but 
junk and degraded to an aſſociation with villainy, and igno- 
rance, and crime; ſent to a country where, poſſibly, their 
health might be affected by the climate, but that was little in 
conſideration of the fatality of their own feelings. I ſpeak of 


one in particular, of Mr. Gerald, whoſe elegant and uſeful 


attainments made him dear to the circles of literature and taſte ; 
bred to enjoy ments of which his accompliſhments fitted him to 
participate, and endowed with talents that rendered him valu- 
able to his country, he, among others, was the object of this 
perſecuting ſpirit; the puniſhment to ſuch a man was certain 


death, and accordingly he ſunk under the ſentence, the victim 
of virtuous, wounded ſenſibility. There may be times of 


alarm when men, under the influence of terror, become in- 
{entible to the dictates of juſtice and kumanity. It has been 


truly ſaid, that no paſſion is ſo calculated to harden' the heart, 
and to make it atrocious and ſanguinary, as great fear, and 


_ accordingly we find that the moſt inhuman tyranny has always 
had its foundation in the hearts of thoſe whoſe aCtions con- 


demned them to inceſſant terror. In a moment of alarm, real 


or artificial, it is not to be wondered that nations, as well as 
individuals, ſhould be loſt to the dictates of reaſon and huma- 
nity. Miniſters ſucceeded in ſpreading an alarm over this 


country, under the influence and panic of which they made 


Engliſhmen forget and forego their natural feelings of juſtice 


and humanity ; but now that this time is happily paſt, I truſt 
that we ſhall alſo recover our genuine feelings, and that we 


ſhall not ſuffer an act to exiſt upon the ſtatute-book, ſo diſ- 
graceful to our criminal code, and by which, in ſome future 


moment of paſſion, new acts of horror, under the name of ju- 


dicial puniſhments may be perpetrated | Theſe are the two 
principal features of that Act, to which I now content myſelf 


with drawing your attention, With reſpect to the other Act, 


for the prevention of Seditious Meetings and Aſſemblies, with- 
out enquiring whether the rights taken away by that Act were 
proper ſubjects of legiſlation, I may at leaſt doubt of the pro- 

priety of their being made ſo, The ſtatute clearly affects rights 


which, 
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which, in their very nature and eſſence, muſt have been ante- 
cedent to the power of legiſlation, and it is not merely a queſ- 
tion of morality, but of the higheſt political prudence, whether 
rights that are principles, rights which make the foundation of 
the legiſlature itſelf, and without which no legiflation can be 
Ef legitimate, ought to be made the proviſions of a ſtatute. It is ; 
1 a manifeſt axiom in a popular Government, that man had the 
fundamental right to ſtate his opinion, this right muſt be re- 
cognized ſince it was on the exerciſe of this right that the Go- 
vernment itſelf was formed; need I illuſtrate the doctrine? It 
is recognifed in the Bill of Rights! No man will deny that 
the Right of Petition to the Parliament, is as inherent to the 
People of England, as the Rigbt of Petition to the Crown. 
Why then did tot the Bill of Rights ſtate the one as well as 
the other? Why? but becauſe the one had been gattcked 
and queſtioned, not the other; and it has been truly ſaid 
of the Bill of Rights, that it only aſſerted the privileges 
which had been outraged, it did not enumerate all the rights 


A 

| REY 8 Pg 1 22 1 
which had not come into diſpute. But it is ſaid, that this | [ 
is not the firſt inſtance in which difficulties have been NH 
thrown in the way of petition, and reference is made to the 1 


act of Charles the Second, in which diſtinction is made be- 
tween aſſemblies convoked by the Sheriff and of perſons enti- 
tled to the elective ſranchiſe, and other perſons. No argument, 
in my mind, can be ſo dangerous as that which raiſes diſtinc- 
tions as to the right of petition. To fay that thoſe only 900 
the right of petition who poſſeſs the elective franchiſe, is to 
bring it into danger; god ſenſe would make the argument go 
the other way, for ſurely if any deſcription of perſons more 
than another ought to enjoy the right of petition, it is thoſe 
_ perſons who having no vote at elections have no repreſentatives 
in this Houfe to whomthey can directly apply, and who may 
0 be made the organ of their ſentiments. But I deprecate and 
b- | _ deplore theſe diftinEtions, ſince every claſs of the community 
3 4 ought to have this right ſecured to them, and be made as free 
as the air they breathe. This act is outrageous, becauſe it 
throws difficulties in the way of the exerciſe of the right, and 
enables Sheriffs to prevent meetings; and it has been proved 
that ſince the paſſing of this act more refuſals have been given 


by magiſtrates than in any former period. This has been par- 
1 ticularly proved fince recent calamities have diſpoſed the coun- 
1 try to aſſemble ſo generally to petition for the diſmiſſiott of Mi- 
N | niſters. Very extraordinary reaſons have been aff ned by fome 
_ of them for refufing to convoke meetings, The Sheriff of Suf-. 


folk refuſed becauſe the ſubject had "been debated in Pattis- 
| 25 | ment, 
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ment, and becauſe he was going to London. Another magiſ- 


trate refuſed, though called upon by a numerous body of per- 
| ſons, becauſe he would not diſturb the unanimity of the coun- 


ty. The power of diſperſing meetings was as obnoxious as the 


_ refuſal to convoke them. In the county in which I live, the 


Sheriff, after putting the queſtion, ſaid, there was a viſible ma- 


Jority of votes, but becauſe he did not know whether they were 
all freeholders that were preſent, he refuſed to ſign the procced- 


ings, and give validity to the record. Another perſon on this 
capricious objection could not take the chair, becauſe the 
Sheriff had the power to diſperſe the meeting, and thus an at- 
tempt was made to defeat the petition in the county of Surry, 
even. under the colour of complying with the ſtatute. In many 
other caſes diſhculties had been found that make it ve xatious, 

and almoſt impoſſible, to exerciſe this, right under the provi - 
ſions of tliis act. It requires ſo much trouble to comply with 


all the proviſions of the act, where the meeting is, not called 


by the regular magiſtrate, that it is next to an impoſſibility to 
carry the exerciſe of the right generally into effect. In ſome 
inſtances, where zeal and perſeverance had conquered eyery 
obſtacle, inconveniencies were ſuffered that would deter men 


on ordinary occaſions from aſſembling. In Weſtminſter, for 


inſtance, where the meeting was called in ſtrict conformity to 
the act, the day of meeting was moſt unfavourable in point of 


| weather, but it was found inconvenient to adjourn, becauſe 


they muſt have renewed all the formalities required by the ſta- 
tute: and what is the benefit expected to be derived from all 
this, has the effect juſtified Miniſters in the meaſure? Are pro- 
viſions like thoſe, likely either to alter the minds of men, or arg 
they calculated to preyent communication and ſtifle the opi- 
nions and diſcogtents of.a people? If it were a new and an ab- 
ſtract queſtion, there might perhaps be a difference of opinion 
upon the ſubject, but untortunately a book js. laid open to us in 
which we may read in, moſt legible characters the true cha- 
TaQter and conſequences of ſuch, a meaſure, that book is the 
Kingdom of Ireland. In the year 1794 a Convention bill was 
paſſed in Ireland to prev ent meetings of the people; what was 
the conſequence? Miniſters boaſted of the ſucceſs of the mea- 
ſure; they flattered themſelves they had ſucceeded in prevent- 
ing meetings; but I have now, the authority of the Parliament 
of Ireland for ſaying that which they had prevented publicly 
had been done im private, and that ever ſince the year 1791 


| meetings of the people bad been held, which, up to the year 


1795 were ſmall and inſignificant, ſmall, STR up to that 
time they ſtill had the 1 of meeting in public and Alge 
ng 
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ſing their grievances openly and without reſerve. Up to the 
year 1794 then they were ſmall and harmleſs, but then comes 
the Convention bill that forces them into clandeſtine and ſecret 
meetings by mid-night; then comes correſpondence with 
the foreign enemy, and all the terrifying and alarming plots 
which the report of the Houſe of Lords of Ireland has aſcribed 
to the people of that diſtracted country. What deplorable 
ignorance of the human heart to think that, by a mere Con- 
vention bill to prevent meetings without redreſſing grievances, 
they could make men forget by making them ſilent! What 


criminal ignorance to conceive that, by damming up a torrent, 
it would not force its way in another direction! But it ſeems 


that, as our act has not yet produced the ſame effects in En- 
gland, we muſt not go for inſtruction to the ſiſter kingdom; 1 


ſee no ſenſe in any ſuch argument; human nature is the ſame 


in all countries; if yolk prevent a man who feels himſelf ag- 


grieved from declaring his ſentiments, you force him to other 


expedients for redreſs. Do you think that you gain a proſelyte 


where you filence a declaimer? No, you have only prevented 


the declaration of grievances in a conſtitutional way, to force 


men to more pernicious modes of coming at relief. You have 


only prevented public meetings, where erroneous doctrines 
might have been inſtantaneouſly refuted, in order to enconrage 
conſpiracies at which you may not have it in your power to re- 
pel the criminal interference of foreign incendiaries. In pro- 
portion as opinions are open and divulged, they are innocent 
and harmleſs. Opinions become dangerous to a State only 
when perſecution makes it neceflary for men to communicate 
under the bond of ſecrecy. I recal you to Ireland; do you be- 
 lieve it poſſible that the calamity which now rages in that un- 
fortunate country would have come to its preſent height, if it 
had been free for the people to meet and divulge their griev- 
ances f Where, meetings are public, diſaffection cannot be 
avoided. Publicity makes it impoſſible for artifice to ſucceed, 
and defigns of a hoſtile. nature loſe their danger by the certainty 
and ſpeed of expoſure. But it is that theſe bills will expire in 


a few years ; they will expire when we ſhall have the period of 


peace and tranquillity ; what a ſentiment to inculcate | You 
tell the people that when every thing goes well, when they are 
happy and comfortable, then they may meet freely, to recog- 
nize their happineſs and make eulogiums on their government, 


but that in a moment of war and calamity, ot diſtruſt and miſ- 


conduct, then it is not permitted them to meet together, be- 
cauſe then inſtead of panegyric they might condemn their Mi- 


niſters.— What a mockery is this! What an inſult o {ay this 
YOb-1H;2179% e | 1 18 
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is preſerving to the people the right of petition ! To tell them 
they ſhall have a right to applaud ! A right to rejoice! A 
right to meet when they are happy, but not a right to condemn ! 
Not a right to deplore their misfortunes! Not a right to 
ſuggeſt a remedy ! I hate theſe inſidious modes of undermin- 
ing and libelling the conſtiturion of the country ; if you mean 
to ſay that the mixed and balanced Government of England 
is good only for holidays and ſunſhine, but that it is inap- 
plicable to a day of diſtreſs and difficulty, ſay ſo. If you 
mean that freedom is not as advantageous to order and ſtrength 
as it is to happineſs, ſay ſo; and I will enter the liſts 
with you upon that point, and contend that among all the 
other advantages that liberty confers on a country, are 
the advantages of order and ſtrength in a ſupereminent de- 
gree, and that too in the moment when they are moſt wanted, 
Liberty is order, liberty is ſtrength ; good God Sir, am TI on. 
this day to be called upon to illuſtrate the glorious and ſooth- 
ing doctrine | Look round the world and admire, as you 
muſt, the inſtructive ſpectacle ! you will ſee that liberty not 
only is power and order, but that it is power and order predo- 
- minant and invincible ; and it derides all other ſources of 
ſtrength; that the art of man has no impulſe, and can have 
none, that dares to ſtand in competition with it; and if as 
Engliſhmen we know how to reſpect its value, ſurely the pre- 
ſent is the moment of all others when we ought to ſecure its 
invigorating alliance, Whether we look at our relative fitua- 
tion, with regard to foreign powers, with regard to the fitua- 
tion of the ſiſter kingdom, and with regard to our own in- 
ternal affairs, there never was a moment when national ſtrength 
was fo much demanded, and when it was fo incumbent upon 
us to call forth and embody all the vigour of the nation, by 
rouſing, animating, and embodying all the love of liberty that 
uſed to characterize the country, and that I truſt is not yet 
totally extinct. Is this a moment to diminiſh our ſtrength, 
by indiſpoſing all that part of the nation whoſe hearts glow 
with ardour tor their original rights, but who feel with in- 
dignation that they are trampled upon and overthrown ? is not 
this a moment, when in addition to every other emotion, free- 
dom ſhould be arouſed as an ally, a ſupplementary force, and 
a ſubſtitute for all the other weak and inefficient levies that 
have been ſuggeſted im its ſtead? Have we not been nearly re- 
duced to a ſituation, when it was too perilous perhaps to take 
the right courſe; may we not be again called upon for exer- 
tions that will demand the union of every hand and every 
heart in the kingdom? What might not this Houſe 15 
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this Houſe had the opinion of the country with it? Do 
not let us ſay then that we are to increaſe the force of the 
country by ſtifling opinion; it is only by promoting it, by giv- 
ing facility to its expreſſion, by meeting it with open hearts, by 
incorporating ourſelves with the ſenſe of the nation, that we can 
again revive that firm and compact power of Britiſh ſtrength, 


that ſprung out of Britiſh liberty. I will not trouble you with 


more on the ſubject. In proportion as you throw difficulties 
in the way of petition, you deprive yourſelves of ſtrength, you 


alienate every heart whoſe voice you ſtifle, you drive men to 


correſpondence with foreign nations when you debar them 
from correſponding with you, and this, it we may believe the 
report of the Iriſh Parliament, was the caſe with Ireland. 
when ſhe petitioned, addreſſed, and remonſtrated, ſhe had no 
power, but from ſmall beginnings, that is ſmall, unti] a Con- 


vention bill had paſſed, until a Powder bill had paſſed, and all 
the other act of inſanity and rigour, ſhe roſe from ſmall meet- 
ings of mere petition to concerted, armed, embodied union of 


one hundred thouſand perſons. Good God! ſhall we not, 
ſpeaking the ſame language, poſſeſſing the ſame character, 
ſtruggling for the ſame Conſtitution, take warning from the 
example that is ſet, and conciliate the people of England ? Or 


ſhall we, with our eyes open, run upon our deſtiny, as antient 


fables tell of men devoted running into the jaws of perdition to 


which they were doomed? Sir, the preſent times hold out ex- 
amples too legible for miſtake ; if demonſtration ſhall fail to 
work upon us we are undone ; and if any truth has been more 


{trikingly illuſtrated than another, it is this, that you ſhall not 
touch the liberty of the lower claſſes of the people without 
making the higher orders pay a ſevere retribution. You ſhall 
not take away one privilege, you ſhall not diminiſh one right, 
without ſuffering ten fold, fifty, an hundred fold yourſelves. 
Lou ſhall not commit changes upon the people without chang- 
ing your own power into weakneſs, your ceconomy into profu- 

fon. Theſe are the doctrines applicable to theſe times; as 
men become enlightened they advance, and not retrograde, 
in liberty; and in proportion to their advances you muſt con- 
cede to them. It has been ſaid, as an argument againſt the 


emancipation of the ſlaves, that the negroes are not ſufficiently 


enlightened for freedom. The French Mulattoes, it is owned, 
are more capable of enjoying it, and paſſing from them to the 
moſt enſlaved nations in Europe, we fee that the approach of 
light makes it neceſſary for the Governor to acknowledge at 


4 


length that they are human; but ſhall the prepoſterous imagi- 


nation be foſtered, that Engliſhmen, bred in liberty, the firſt 
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upon their rights? Is it to be conceived that men who have 


would ſpread devaſtation and ruin on every fide. The progret; 


ſhort-ſighted, as well as wicked, muſt be the heart of the pro- 
jector that would ſtrive to divert its courſe. I deſire the title 


ditious Meetings and Aſſemblies.“ 1 move for leave to bring 
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which he was induced to reſiſt any motion for the repeal of 
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of human kind who aſſerted the glorious diſtinction of forming 
for themſelves their ſocial compact, can be condemned to ſilence 


enjoyed for ſuch a length of days the light and happinels of free- 
dom, can be reſtrained and ſhut up again in the glo>m of igno- 
rance and degradation? As well, Sir, might you try, by a mifera- 
ble dam, to ſhut up the flowing of a rapid river; the rolling and 
impetuous tide would burſt through every impediment that man 
might throw in its way, and the only conſequence of the impotent 
attempt would be, that having collected new flrength by its tem- 
porary ſuſpenſion, enforcing itſelf through new channels, it 
of liberty is like the progreſs of the ſtream, it may be kept 
within its banks; it 1s ſure to fertilize the country through 
which it runs; but no power can arreſt. it in its paſſage; and 


of the act may be read An act for the better preventing Se- 


in a bill to repeal this act. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, that beſore the Houſe acceded to 
the motion of his right honourable Friend, the general nature 
of the meaſures which it was propoſed to repeal, and the objec- 
tions which had been urged againit them, ought to be tempe- 
rately diſcuſſed, and he now role to explain the reaſons upon 


acts which a great majority of the laſt Parliament had been 
convinced were abſolutely neceſſary for the preſervation of 
tranquillity, and for the ſafety of the Conſtitution ; a neceſ- 
ſity which had not ſufficiently ſuhſided as to juſtify a repeal. 
His right honourable Friend had admitted that meaſures of the 
nature of thoſe he alluded to were not unexainpled in the hiſ- 
tory of this country, and the profound legal and conftitutional 
knowledge of his right honourable Friend eaſily ſupplied him 
with the precedents.” He was ſurpriſed, however, to hear it 
faid that the precedents were infinitely ſtronger which had oc- 
curred in the reign of Queen Elizabeth; a reign, doubtleſs, 
of Jiſtinguiſhed felicity and glory, had been juſtified by the 

well-grounded alarms alarms ariſing from the ſituation in 
which the country was placed. In reply to this obſervation, 
he was confident that little argument was neceſſary, as he was 
ſure the feelings of the Houle muſt go along with him, and 

anticipate the anſwer. The fituation of this country was infi- 
nitely more alarming in every reſpect than it was at the period 


alluded to. The ſtate of the continent, and more the ſtate of 
mens 


8 
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mens. minds, and 'the principles which had gone abroad fince 


the Revolution of France, held up an awful warning to man- 


kind, and impreſſed upon them the neceſſity of ſtopping all 
attempts to ſhake the foundation of eſtabliſhed Governments, 


of ſapporting them upon the principles of liberty and de- 
fending them by guards confiftent with its preſervation. 


His right honourable friend faid, that a ſtatute of Charles II. 


had made it criminal for any man to ſay that the King was a 


Papiſt, but that nobody would ſay ſo of the preſent King, be- 
cauſe. the falſehood of the infinuation was moſt univerſally 
known. This, however, did not appear to be the ground. of 
the diſtinction. Among all the imputations which had been 
laid againſt Charles rhe Second, nothing had ever met his 
eye in the Hiſtory of England that proved ſuch an aſſertion to 
be true. It was not becauſe the King was really a Papiſt that 
it was thought neceſſary to render it criminal to {ay fo, but 


| becauſe ſuch an inſinuation was moſt calculated to alarm the 
people for their religious rights. Even now there would be 


FN 
+ 


found among the diſaffected in this country men who would 
be ready to ſay that the King was a Papiſt, if they expected to 
produce that alarm and that jealouſy which it is their with to 


excite. With regard to ſome parts of the bills, his honourable 
Friend laboured under a miſtake. The additional penalty did 


not apply to the general fubject of libel; but ſtated and defined 


the particular acts for which it was to be inflicted. It was 


againſt that particular kind of ſedition which, if followed by 


an overt act, would have amounted to treaton that the law ap- 
plied. Had it gone the length ſtated by his honourable Friend, 
he ſhould have reprobated it with the fame warmth ; but he would 
aſk any Gentleman to read the bills, to conſider the nature of 
the offence, and ſay if the puniſhment provided was too ſe- 
vere. The diſcuſſion with regard to the ſentences which had 


been pronounced in Scotland was admitted to be foreign to 


the preſent diſcuſſion ; but he could not help adverting to 


ſome obſervations which his right honourable Friend had 


made upon this ſubject. It was, that the perſons convicted 
in that country had been ſent to Botany Bay for crimes ari- 
ſing out of an exceſs of love for the principles of the Conſti- 


tution. Had not Skirving, one of theſe perſons, been Secre- 
tary to the Britiſh Convention? Was it exceſs of love for 
the principles of the Britith Conſtitution that had led theſe 
men to adopt the language, and the forms of that French 


Convention that had murdered their King, which had tramp- 
led upon the rights of the people, aboliſhed the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, and had ſet at defiance every principle of humanity 
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and of juſtice? Was it love for the Conſtitution that induced 
them to adopt a reſolution to reſiſt an act of the legiſlature 
which compoſed that Conſtitution? God forbid, however, 
that ſuch ſhould be the conduct which the love of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution is calculated to inſpire. It was ſaid too that the 
Sheriff of Surry refuſed to decide on which fide was the ma- 
Jority, becauſe he did not know whether there was a ma- 
joritv of freeholders ; and if that really was the caſe, he did 
not lee that the Sheriff had done wrong. But he would aſk 
| his right honourable Friend to point out any part of that bill 
which prevented the perſons preſent from putting any other 5 
perſon they thought proper in the chair? For his part he 2M 
contended that ſuch a ſtep would not have been at all illegal FER 
under the operation of theſe bills. It was faid too that men 
could not by the bills be prevented from communicating 
their thoughts. He would go farther, however, and fay, 
that no bills could; but would any man contend that no re- 
ſtraint ought to be impoſed, or that ſeditious communica- 
tions would have the ſame effect, or that the miſchief would 
be as immediate in the claſet as in public meetings, where 
numbers of men were apt to be rouſed by inflammatory 
| harangues, and where the acclamations, which even the moſt 
wicked ſentiments obtained, were calculated to work mens 
minds higher, and to call forth additional vehemence? He 
Was ſorry that this country had been compared with the ſiſter 
kingdom ; he hoped that the paralle] between them would 
hold but in few circumſtances. But though it were chrono- 
logically true, as ſtated in the report of the Iriſh Houſe of 
Lords, that no direct correſpondence with the enemy had ex- 
iſted prior to the year 1794, and the Convention AQ, was 
it fair to ſay, that the correſpondence that had ſince taken 
place was the effect of that meaſure? The reverſe of this had 
taken place here. The meaſures adopted here were different 
from thoſe which the neceſſity of the caſe had been thought 
to require in Ireland, and the effects were more different 
ſtill. Every man who had read the proceedings of that 
| Houſe, and had attended to the trials for High Treaſon, muſt 
be convinced that a correſpondence with the enemy had ex- 
iſted, and that none had exiſted fince the meaſures alluded to 
had been adopted. If the meaſures in Ireland were the cauſe 
of the correſpondence, he was equally warranted to ſay that 
the meaſure here adopted had put an end to it. But he would 
afk, if theſe bills had repreſſed or encreaſed the diſcontent 
which prevailed in this country? The alarm which the pro- 
Ri SEE Ceedings 
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ceedings of certain ſocieties had excited had been very great, 
and the numerous meetings which had been held at different 

places went to objects little ſhort of deſtroying the Conſtitu- 
tion, as it conſiſted of King, Lords, and Commons. The 
conſequence of theſe proceedings had been an attempt upon 
the ſacred perſon of his Majeſty. Whether any good had 
been effected by the meaſures then adopted would appear 


from facts and obſervation. Thoſe who before were turbu- 
lent, now, at leaſt, were quiet. "Thoſe whom nothing could 


content, were prevented from propagating their miſchievous 
dos rines. The additional diſcontent which the meaſures 
might have immediately excited, he believed to have been 
_ cauſed by the miſrepreſentations which had been given by 
thoſe by whom they were oppoſed, and had they been as re- 
preſented, he ſhould not have wondered at the diſcontent, 


nor ſhould þe have wiſhed it to be leſs. The diſcontent, 


however, had ſubſided, becauſe men had read the bills, and 
found that no conſtitutional, no proper meeting for the diſ- 
cuſſion of any real or imaginary grievance was prohibited; 


that all meetings called by Sheriffs, by Mayors, or other 


Magiſtrates, were excepted. The events of the few laſt 
weeks indeed plainly proved how ill founded were thoſe re- 


preſentations that deſcribed the bills as infringing the right 


of petitioning. That they had put an end to thoſe daring 
meetings which had, previous to their being paſſed, been ſo 
frequent, was true, but that they had effected this deſirable 
Purpoſe by interfering with the proper exerciſe of the right 


of public diſcuſſion, or the right of petitioning, he ſhould 
ever deny. His right honourable Friend had aſked if any 
_ miſchievous conſequences would reſult from the repeal of 

theſe bills at the preſent moment? For his own part he 
thought that infinite miſchief would enſue. If we looked to 
the progreſs of French arms, and the progreſs of French 


principles, and events that had lately occurred in this coun- 
try, we could find cauſe of alarm. To fay that our ſituation 
was not critical was to talk preſumptuoufly, and the country 
could only be ſaved by the firmneſs of Parliament, equally 
ſuperior to the influence of Miniſters, and to the popular 


clamour, At preſent to repeal acts, which practically had 
been found to produce ſo much advantage, and were practi- 


cally attended with no bad conſequence, would be madneſs. 
He hoped when the period of their natural duration arrived, 
circumſtances would be ſuch as to render them no longer 


neceſſary, 
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neceſſary, and when that period arrived, Parliament muſt 
decide. He prayed God that ſuch might be the caſe, and 
then no man would be readier than he would to lay them 
aſide. His opinion was that it was not enough that any de- 


parture from the uſual forms of conſtitutional freedom was, 


harmleſs, it ought not to be maintained if it was not neceſ- 
ſary. . To a certain degree the bills were reſtraints, and 


therefore, whenever they ceaſed to be neceſſary, they ought 


not to be preſerved, but that they were inconſiſtent with the 
Bill of Rights he would not admit. The prohibition was fo 
guarded with exceptions, that no conſtitutional or proper 
meeting Was forbidden, and even for rait who were not 
frecholders, a legal mode of meeting wis not prohibited, 
which could be called, ii ſeven CE ee required a meet- 
ing, and ſtated the purpoſes for which it was intended. But 
it was ſaid, that when (thus aſſembled, they labgured under 
reſtraints. Was it an improper reſtraint that“they were 
reſtrained from any propoſitions inconſiſtent with the funda- 
mental laws of the kingdom, and from any propoſition to 


obtain redreſs of their grievances, otherwiſe than by the 


Legiſlature of King, Lords, and Commons? Againſt illegal 
and dangerous diſcuſſions-the bills guarded, but they did not 


interfere with the real libert cs and privileges of the Conſti- 


tution. His right honourable Friend had faid liberty was 
the ſureſt guard of any Government, and in this ſentiment 
| he cordially agreed. No, Government could be permanent 
unleſs founded on rational | liberty, but he was equally ſure of 
the converle of the propoſition, that no liberty could ſubſiſt 
without order, nor could it be preſerved without a ſtrong and 

efficient Government. 
ſhould oppoſe the motion. 
Major £Zlford aid, when the ſtate of the country, previous 

to the paſſing of the Adds alluded to. was conſidered in com- 

pariſon with its ſtate fince that period, it would be found 

that they had been productive of the greateſt advantages. 

Attempts had been made to diſturb that order and tran- 

quillity, without which no Government could ſubſiſt. It 


was, thercfore, full time for the Legiſlature to impole ſore 


. wholeſome and ſalutary re{traints. Owing to the extrava- 


gant opinions which had prevailed, and the fermented fate 


of the public mind, thoſe Bills were thought necetfary. It 
he heard ſeditious doctrines preached, and then heard that 


attempt 


Upon theſe grounds, thexebore, he 


the Chiet e had been inſulted, and a ſacrilegious 
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attempt made upon his life, he could not help connecting 
theſe two events in his mind, and conſidering the one as 


the cauſe of the other. If the Legiſlature had fate ſupinely 
upon this extraordinary occaſion, and had not paſſed the 
laws which it was now propoſed to repeal, he believed 
before God that the Houſe would not have been now de- 
bating. There was therefore the molt evident neceſſity for 
the paſling of the bills, and the ſtate of the country ſince 
they were paſſed had not been, nor was not at preſent, 
ſuch as to warrant their repeal, He would aſk any man if 
ever he would have known that theſe acts had exiſted, 


but by reflecting upon the good which they have pro- 


duced, and the bleflings they have beſtowed upon ſociety. 

Sir R. C. Glynn admitted, that the acts which it was pro- 
poſcd to repeal, ſhackled, in ſome degree, the liberty of 
the ſubj ect, and impoſed ſome reſtraints on the exerciſe 
of the lights of individuals; but that was not the only 
light in which he viewed them. He could not avoid ac- 


knowledging the great benefits they had done to the country. 


The alarming meetings which had taken place in the neigh- 
bourhood of the metropolis, had given ſerious cauſe of 
_ uncaſineſs to every thinking perſon who was intereſted in 
the proſperity and happineſs of the country. He was con- 
vinced, from circumſtances, that the object of thoſe meet- 
ings was not, as they pretended, to obtain a Reform ; but 
to overturn the Conſtitution. Before theſe acts paſſed, Se- 
dition and Treaſon were faſt riſing in every part of the 
country. The bills were always thought unobjectionable by 
a great majority of that Houſe; and he denied that ever 
they were diſapproved of by the great body of the people. 


Colonel Fullarton ſaid, that in expreting hs hearty difleat_ 


from the preſent motion he wiſhed to be underitood, that he 


wiſhed as much as any man to ſee liberty extended as far as 


was compatible with public ſafety. He thought there was 
much to improve, amend and reform in every department, and 
if theſe amendments were neglected, “ delenda“ might be in- 
ſcribed upon the city of: London. He ſaid he was not acquaint- 
cd with the right honourable Gentleman, but from the obfer- 
vation of his public conduct, he could {ee that the preſent mo- 
tion was only a repetition of that political web which. he had 
been weaving for four years paſt, in which he had laboured to 
diſgrace the country abroad, and to divide it at home. He had 
reprobated the war when the French were already-in arms 


againft this country, and after they had threatened to rear the 
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ſtandard of their Republic on the ruins of the Tower. He had 


- cenſured the Alien Bill; he had ridiculed, as viſionaries, all 
who had expreſſed am of the ſafety of the Conſtitution. In 
every inſtance his language had been the fame. When is was 


neceſſarv to guard againſt the deſigns of thoſe who were proved 
to be hoſtile to the Conſtitution, he had reliſted every meaſure 


brought forward for the defence of the Government, and had 


propoted to do wonders by conciliation ; like the Muſician, 
who conceived the idea of appeaſing all the feuds and diicorus 
of mankind by the irreſiſtible charms of harmony. 

Mr. Pierrepoint ſaid, that to the Bills we were indebted for 
the ſecurity we now enjoyed, if ſecurity it could be called at 


all. He ſhould, therefore, een oppoſe their 1 5 at the 


preſent moment. 


Mr. FE icourt {aid a few words againſt the motion. 


Lord #forpeth maintained the policy and neccffity of the 


Bills, and oppoſed the motion, on a conviction that the out- 


rageous ſpirit of e N which prevailed through the 
country, required to be tied down. If they were neceſſaty at 
fiſt, which Parliament had decided, he wiſhed to know cn 


what grounds they were now to be revealed: ? Were the times 
Jo much improved, that theſe guardians of the public peace 


were to be deſtroyed, and that we might implicitly truſt to the 
good conduct of thoſe who pronounced the Conſtitution radi- 
cally viciovs, and fought to introduce French liberty and 


French principles into the country? He hoped not; and 
earneſtly beſought the Houſe not to lay aſide Acts that had 
contributed to their ſecurity, aud the neceſſity for which grew 

greater as the criſis grew more alarming. This was no tame 


for them to quit their intrenchments. 


Mr. Elliſon ſ3:d, he ſhould preface the few . he 
8 bad to offer to the Houſe, by returning them his thanks for the 


indulgent manner they had liſtened to him upon a former oc- 


| caſion. There were ſome Gentlemen who had wiſhed that 


He confeile 


this motion ſhould never de brought forward, 


be was of a contrary opininion ; for if there was a man in that 
Houſe who was willing, 


at ſuch. a moment, to bring forwaid 
ſuch a motion, he thought it better that the Houle ſhould 
have a fair opportunity of expreſſing their opinion upon It. 


High as his opinion was of the talents of the right honour- 


able Mover, he could not but 168 ret that be had deemed it 
procent to make ſuch a motion : 


o would not laugh if if ſuch a man there he, 
% Who would not weep 


\ 


if Atticus were he.“ 
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The Bills which it was now propoſed to repeal, appeared to 
haunt the right honourable Gentleman like the evil Genius of 
Brutus, while to them, he (Mr. Elliſon), owed the tranquil- 


lity he enjoyed by day, and the repoſe by night. The right 
honourabſe Gentleman bad conſidered the repeal of theſe Bills 


as neceſſary, for the preſervation of Liberty; he could not 


heip exclaiming “ O, Liberty! under thy name what miſeries 


& have befallen mankind ??? He was as anxious as any man, 
that the time ſhould arrive when thoſe Bills might ſafely be 


repealed ;z and when that time did come, he hoped it would not 


be by a ſolitary motion on the one {ide or the other that they 


would be repealed, but by the geiteral conſent of Parliament. 


The preſent Minitters had, in his opinion, been unjuſtly ac- 


cuſed of being hoſtile to Liberty, becauſe they were 1 to 


lay on it ſome temporary reſtrictions. If any particular Mem- 
ber were lame of an arm for inſtance, would not his ſurgeon 
order it to be bound up, until 'it was reſtored ? and certainly 


ſome reſtrictions were neceflary : {chools had abſolutely been 


opened for the purpole of teaching ſedition; the People were 


told thai all Government was tyranny, and that they ought to 


do what they pleaſed, and the preſent motion did not tend to 


eradicate thoſe ideas. An honourable Gentleman (Colonel 
Fullarton), had ſaid, that the object of Oppoſition was to 


make the Country contemptible abroad. He was inclined to 
think that the tendency and object of their conduct was to 
make Parliament contemptible at home, "They were conſtant- 


ly told, that the majority were the flaves of Miniſters, and a 


few Gentlemen arrogantly aſſumed to themſelves all the pa- 
triotiſm in the Houſe. This was a claim he would not allow, 
and he hoped every Gentleman around him would come for- 
ward and ſpeak their ſentiments boldly, and not ſuffer ſucli 
inſinuations to be made. He admitted that, in ſome things, 


he did not approve of the conduct of Miniſters; but then it 
ſhould be recollected, they were acting upon a large theatre, 
and great allowances ought to be made. Gentlemen had con- 
{tancly the words, © the Country, Liberty, and Freedom,“ 


in their mouths, while they were actuated by <*< malice, hatred, 


* and all uncharitableneſs“ againſt Miniſters, and treated 
thoſe who had not the talent of talking, as the ſlaves of Mi- 
niſters. But he would not ſuffer any ſet of Gentlemen to ar- 


rogate to themſelves all the patriotiſm of the Country ; he 


conceived the majority in that Houſe as acting upon the pureſt ' 


motives, and as a check upon the conduct of Miniſters ; parti - 
cularly in the diſpoſition. of public money. He was going to 
peak upon a delicate ſubject, and as it was very likely he 
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9 might make uſe of ſome abſurd expreſſion, as he was not in the 1 


habit of public ſpeaking, he ſuppoſed it would be taken ad- 
vantage of, like the expreſſion “ killing off,” and others; he, 
therefore, begged previoully to enter his proteſt againſt it, It 
had been the habit of ſome Gentlemen to make the People dif- 
- contented with their ſituation. This appeared to him the very. 
reverſe of their duty. How different would it have been if 
Gentlemen had told their neighbours in the country,“ ſubmit 
to temporary reſtrictions; in a hort time you will be more 
% happy than ever you were, if you attend to your bulinels.” 
Such language as this would have been much more prudent 
than the attempts that were made to render them difcontented, 
and much more true; for he was of opinion that every man in 
this country might grow rich if he was induſtrious, and in- 
ſtanced his own family in ſupport of his aſſertions. Inſtead of 
this, Gentlemen robbed the People of their happineſs, and in 
that reſpect were the worſt of ſwindlers. Under theſe impreſ- 
ſions he ſhould give his vote againſt the motion. 1 
Mr. Fox ſaid I ſhall not abuſe the patience of the Houſe by 
_treſpaſiing long upon their time, but from what has paſſed in 
the courſe of debate to ſay a few words in reply. I was called 
upon by the hon. and learned Gentleman (Serjeant Adair) 
_ who ſpoke immediately after me, to ſtate the particular claule 
in the Act which, in the County Meeting to which J alluded, 
prevented the atiembly from chooting another Chairman, after 
the Sheriff left the Chair. 1 know no clauſe in the Bill by 
which they were abſolutely precluded from taking this ſtep; 
but I know that if a meeting is not legal, except it be conven - 
ed by the Sheriff, it is no longer a legal meeting after it is 
diſſolved by the Sheriff, fo that if they had elected another 
Chairman, they were liable to be diſperſed, according to the 
proviſions of the Act. My learned friend is ſurely a better in- 
terpeter of an Act of Parliament than | can pretend to be, aud 
when he ſhews that this is not the true conſtruction of the Act 
in queſtion, I ſhall bow with humility to his ſuperior judg- 
ment, happy to find that the ſtatute is leſs miſchievous than | 
have always conccived it to be, and leſs oppreſſive than it has 
been ſuppoſed to be by the public. My learned Friend, in the 
ſequel of his ſpeech, urged a good many general topics, and 
among others, after allowing that the country was in a critical 
ſituation, contended that it can be ſaved only by a proper exerciſe 
of the wiſdom and functions of Parliament. And in this fen- 
timent I have the honour perfectly to coincide with him. 
alſo agree with him in thinking that it is not by deſpondency 
that its fortunes are moſt likely to be retrieved, But —. 5 
5 | | ſlate 
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ſtates that its ſalvation depends upon the Houſe of Commons, 
acting with a ſpirit of independence, equally beyond the 
controul of popular cabal and miniſterial influence, thoſe 
who reſt its ſafety upon this ground, and yet do not deſpond, 
muſt have more faith than reaſon in their creed. „ 
An honourable Gentleman (Mr. Elliſon) has brought a 
charge againſt me of introducing malice, hatred and envy, 
into the diſcuſſions of this Houſe. I do not pretend to ſay 
that I am entirely free, more than others, from the influence 


of theſe paſſions; but I believe thoſe who know me beſt, do 


not conſider my character as moſt aſſailable on theſe grounds, 
I am alſo accuſed of arrogance'by the honourable Gentleman. 
I ſhould wiſh to know what he means by arrogance. Is it 
arrogant for a Member of Parliament to propoſe the repeal 
of an act in one ſeſſion, which has been paſſed in another? 
Is it arrogant to propoſe, that one Parliament ſhould differ 
in opinion from a former Parliament? If this is arrogance, 
away with all freedom of debate! Away with all the forms 
as well as with the ſpirit of the Conftitution ! "The honour- 


able Gentleman ſays, that it is not from talking continually. 
of patriotiſm that men deſerve the character of patriots. 


I have a great opinion of the honourable gentleman's 


talents and eloquence, and for his character I entertain a 


very high reſpect. But though I cannot preſume to put 


myſelf in compariſon with him, or to think that any 
thing that comes from me will have equal weight with 
the Houſe with what he delivers, yet I believe I am 


fully as far inferior :0 him in the art of praiſing myſelf 
as in argument and in eloquence. This was a vice 
which I certainly avoided in my opening ſpeech, nor 


do I know upon what grounds the honourable Gentleman 


Preferred the accuſation. No one ever heard me call my- 


ſelf a patriot, either in this or in any other debate. It 


is not by the aſſuming the name, but by a conduct worthy 
of it, that a man can juſtify his claims to the character. 
A gallant officer (Colonel Fullarton) was alſo good enough 
to paſs ſome ſtrictures upon my public conduct, and though 
he ſeemed to have come prepared to extend his obſervations 
to the ſubjects of this diſcuſſion, he ſtopt ſhort after having 


expreſſed his ſentiments upon the opinions I held, and the 
conduct I purſued at the beginning of the war. At the 


time when theſe opinions were expreſſed, and that line 
of conduct was marked out, he was generous and gal- 
lant enough, on account of the hoſt of foes which I had 
e | | to 
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to encounter, to ſpare me the pain of his attack. Being 
then almoſt run down by the ſtream of eloquence in the 
| Houſe, and of popular opinion in the country, he ſcorned 
to enliſt himſelf under the banner of my adverſaries. But 
now when many have changed their opinion reſpecting the 
origin of the war, and I am not fo ſingular as I was, the 
honourable Gentleman bravely, gallantly, and heroically 
comes forward in defence of the cauſe which he finds 
has loſt ſome of its ſupporters and much of its popula- 
rity. "The honourable Gentleman ſays, he never has been 
acquainted with me; I am ſure I was once happy in his 
_ acquaintance. He ſays, that the motion which I have had 
the honour to make this evening, is a part of a ſyſtem upon 
which I began to act four years ago. I confeſs it is a part 
of the ſyſtem which I have unitormly recommended, of 
repreſſing ſedition by conceſſion, and of promoting the hap- 
pineſs and proſperity of the people by the extenſion of na- 
11onal liberty. If this is the ſyſtem upon which I am 
accuſed of having acted, I plead guilty to the charge, and 
J agree with the honourable Gentleman, that the repeal of 
the Acts, named in the motion, belongs to that ſyſtem. It 
has been ſtarted alſo, as an objection, that this is an im- 
proper time for moving their repeal. But I ſhould wiſh to 

know why it is improper ?—No reaſon, that I recollect, 
has as yet been aſſigned to juſtify the allegation. The ſame 
Gentleman affrmed, that my conduct has uniformly tended 
to render the country contemptible and inſecure. If this 
then has really been the tendency of my conduct, as the 
meaſures which I have propoſed have uniformly been re- 
jected, the converſe of the propoſition muſt be true; and 
the country, in conſequence of the principles which have 
been acted upon, and the meaſures which have been adopted, 
muſt be in a ſtate of the higheſt reſpectability and moſt un- 
doubted ſecurity! If this 1s its ſituation, ſo much the better; 

but if, according to my humble opinion, the country is 
8 neither reſpectable nor ſccure, I may be allowed the ſatis- 
faction of thinking that, at leaſt, it is not owing to thoſe 
meaſures which I have propoſed, and which the Houſe has 
rejected. A noble Lord (Morpeth) who ſpoke upon the 
queſtion, as he did upon every ſubject, in a manner which 
did him much honour, aiked if this was the time for them 
to relax from their vigilance, and to fink into a ſtate of ſe- 
curity; or, whether they ought not ratherto fortify them- 
ſelves behind their entrenchments ? I muſt beg leave, how- | 
= | ever, 
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ever, to tell the noble Lord, that, by adopting this mode of 
reaſoning, he begged the queſtion. Allowing that there is 
juſt cauſe for alarm, it remains to be enquired whether the 
Bills which are the ſubje& of this evening's diſcuſſion, are 
fortifications and ſafeguards. If they were well conceived 
at firſt, and if they operate as anodynes to the diſcon- 
tent which may at preſent exiſt, then they ought not to 


be repealed. But the whole of my argument went to. 


ſhew, that they tend to exaſperate, and not to ſoothe 
the wound; to increaſe, and not to diminiſh the ſymptoms 


of the diſeaſe, The ſyſtem which I have recommended is 
— That Government ought to make partial ſacrifices of 


power to ſecure the remainder, and to beware of encroach- 
ing on the liberty of the Subject, leſt the Subject ſhould be 
provoked to-attack the prerogative of the Crown. 

I faid in my ſpeech in the opening of this ſubject - Look 
at Ireland;” I was anſwered by the learned Serjeant, who 
deſired you to decline taking any view of - ireland, but ex- 
horted you to look at home ; and then, in enumerating the 


advantages which he thinks have been produced by theſe 
Bills, he inſtanced the {top they have put to the correſpon- 


dences of certain Societies in this country with France. I 
cannot conceive, how that can be ſaid to have been the effect 


of theſe Bills; for t at correſpondence was antecedent by 


ſeveral years to the paſling of theſe Bills, at leaſt the only 


correſpondence of that kind that I have ever heard of. 1 
ſpeak only of what I know; I do not know what the learned 
Sergeant may have been made acquainted with in the courſe 


of his attendance in aid of the King's council, in their en- 
quiries into conſpiracies. It was for that reaſon that I aſ- 
ſerted, that I knew of none of the diſcontents which theſe 


Bills had put an end to. I was, therefore, ſurpriſed to 
hear that ſort of merit attributed to theſe Bills. That 


correſpondence with France was over long before we heard 


any thing of theſe bills; it was a correſpondence of which 


you now apprehend no danger, and therefore there did not ap- 
pear to me to be any neceſſity of alluding to it; but the ſitua- 
tion of Ireland is not free from danger; and it did appear to 
me to be neceſſary to allude to the ſtate of that country when 
we have before us a queſtion of policy, which has ſome ſimi- 
larity to the meaſure which we are now diſcuſſing. 005 
The learned Serjeant then proceeded to ſtate, that the 
bills in queſtion were very much miſrepreſented by thoſe who 
oppoſed them. Some miſtepreſentation is perhaps, an evil 
15 inſeparable 
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inſeparable from any meaſure that is new, eſpecially from that 
which is naturally alarming ; theſe miſrepreſentations have 
been magnified and miſapplied ; that which would have been 
a miſrepreſentation of the bills after they were altered in the 
Houſe of Commons, was a fair deſcription of them when they 
were introduced, for we cannot forget the very material altera- 
tions that were made in them. 
juſtly ſaid of them at firſt, to what they were afterwards made, 
and then calls a miſrepreſentation a mode of diſcuſſing the 
ſubject, which 1 could hardly have expected from the well 


known good ſenſe, as well as candour, of the learned Serjeant. 


But he ſays alſo, that when theſe bills were read by the public 
they were generally approved. I do not know how far that 
approbation extended, but 1 do know that there were aſſocia- 
tions entered into for the purpoſe of purſuing all legal means 
for obtaining their repeal. Of thoſe aſſociations it cannot he 
expected I ſhould exactly know the number, but I can aſſure 
the Houſe they were conſiderabl for number, and highly re- 
ſpectable for character. True it is they have not come to this 
Houſe in a regular way to expreſs their ſenſe upon that ſub- 
ject; but it muſt be remembered that the very nature of the 


bills themſelves contributed to render any regular means to 
call for their repeal extremely difficult. I will admit, how- - 


ever, that theſe bills are forgotten by the public. Why? he- 
cauſe events have crouded around fo haſtily, that we have 
hardly had time to think ſufficiently long upon any thing. 1 
gave an early notice this ſeſſion, which I have now ſubmitted 


to the Houſe. After that came the queſtion of ſending money 


to the Emperor without the conſent of Parliament ; before 
this could be properly conſidered, came the ſtoppage of pay- 


ment at the Bank; then came the ſtate of Ireland; then 


another ſubject which we have lately been diſcuſſing. Theſe 
were points which diverted the attention of this Houſe and 
the public from theſe bills. 
think of theſe bills, adminiſtration had made a powerful diver- 
ſion of the public mind upon them (not like their diverſions 


upon the continent), they have contrived to give new evils, 


new diſaſters, new calamities almoſt every day, as the day 
came, ever ſince the opening of the preſent ſeſſion, and there- 
fore there is no wonder that the Houſe and the public have 
thought ſo little lately upon the ſubject of theſe bills. But 1 
am told to- night I have endeavoured to make this Houſe con- 
temptible in the eyes of the public. I want to know on what 
the honourable Gentleman who accuſes me founds that ac. 


* 


He has applied, what was 


J do admit that whatever I may 
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cuſation ? I have not been at any public meeting to declare 
the opinion which I entertain of this Houſe of Commons. 
Whenever I ſhall be in a place where that is neceſſary, I 
ſhall declare what I think of this Houſe of Commons, and I 
(hall feel no difficulty in doing fo. And although I have been 


charged with arrogance to night, I feel as little difficulty in 


declaring that 1 do for myſelf and for thoſe with whom I 
have the honour of acting, with, and have endeavoured to 
draw the public to make a compariſon between our condnct 
and that of thoſe whom we have oppoſed in the courſe of the 


preſent war. I fay we are arrogant . to think that 
ut the honoura- 


ſuch compariſon will be to our advantage. | 
ble Gentleman thinks that the Houſe of Commons have done 


their duty, although, by way of parentheſis, he ſtated that he 


thought in many points the Miniſters were to blame. How 
unfortunate it is that he has never expreſſed by his ſpeech, or 


even once by his vote, the points upon which he was ſo con 
vinced. The Houſe of Commons, it ſeems, is a check upon 
Executive Government. It exerciſes a controul over the ex- 
penditure of the public money. This is an aſſertion that 
comes from an honourable member who is offended with the 
freedom which is taken with this Houſe, after it has refuſed 
to cenſure the Miniſter for making a clandettine and illegal 
loan to the Emperor; after it is notorious that the Miniſter 


told us that 18 millions were ſufficient for the ſervice of the 
year, and then we find that fix and thirty are inſufficient. ex- 


ceeding what Parliament ever did before, in the amount of the 


| ſum, and refuſing to cenſure the Miniſter for a clandeſtine 
and illegal ſending away of the public money; we. are told 
that the Parliament is a check upon the Executive Govern- 
ment, that the Houſe of Commons has exerciſed or ought to 
exerciſe, a controul over the expenditure of the public money. 
The honourable Gentleman, if he will have the words, has 


not made his way to my. comprehenſion ; I want either un- 


derftanding or credulity to keep pace with him, when he ſays, 


that the Houſe of Commons is a check and controul'over the 


Executive Government in the expenditure of the public 
money; 1 alfo want faith when he aſks me to conſider that 
thoſe only are patriots who act as he does, who vote always 
with the Miniſter, although they ſee in his conduct many 
points that are to blame. But it is ſaid that the authority of 
Parliament muſt be ſupported, that it ſhould be «©iteemed by 


the public, If it be fo, the way to poſſeſs that eitcem is not 


for the majority to praiſe itſelf, and follow implicitly the dic- 


Vol. III. 1797. 2 H tates 


j; 
, 


— 


is 
U 5 
9 


— — 
= 


ve LEN ES IS TEES a. a 
— + 2 2 
a EE —— 
— — — 
— — — * 5 — if 
— — — — - _- A 
—— = — ——— — — 


— — 


2 
5 —— os. 
* - k _- 
3 2 . DA 
—— Cs 7 
—— 


* ; 
4 
* : 


242 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS; [Counoxs, 
| fates of a Miniſter, but ſhew its claim to that eſteem by it. 


actions; to be jealous and prone to enquiry, not confident in 


a Miniſter, and careleſs of the tendency of his meaſures. It 
is contrary to the common ſenſe of mankind in all the affairs 
of this world that confidence ſhould follow failure. The 
| honourable Gentleman ſays, that ſucceſs cannot be commanded 


by human power; certainly not; but is miſtake a ground of 


confidence“ Is misfortune a ground of confidence? Is failure 


a ground of confidence? If they are, then Miniſters are en- 


titled to an ample ſhare of it. But will the public allow that 


theſe are juſt claims to confidence ? When they ſee that this 
Houſe increaſes in its confidence in proportion as miſtake, 
failure, and misfortune appear, they will be apt to think there 


is ſome cauſe which is not avowed by this Houſe for the con- 


fidence they place in the Miniſter. 1 cannot help purſuing 


this idea a little further, for this doctrine of confidence is aſ- 


ſuming a new ſhape. I well remember the adminiſtration 


of the late Earl of Guildford. He failed in the progreſs of the 


late American war, but I do not recolle& that his failures 


were ſtated by his advocates as any ground for continuing, ſtill 


for increaſing confidence in his adminiſtration. But the moſt. 


extraordinary point of all is, that we are defired, and almoſt 
commanded, by ſome Gentlemen to be unanimous now in 
this Houſe in ſupport of the Miniſters. What does this modeſt 


Gentleman propoſe, who accuſes me of arrogance. He thinks 


there are many points in the conduct of Miniſters for which 
they were to blame ; but now we have a complete proof of 


their merit, it is patriotiſm itſelf to confide in them now, for 
they have completely failed in every thing they have under- 
taken. I think this is aſking a little more than thoſe who 


complain of the arrogance of others have a right to aſk. : 
But it ſeems this is not a time when you ſhould tell the 


people they have any grievances. This is a country in 
which every perfon can gradually become rich by the exer- 
tions of his own induſtry. The honourable Gentleman who 


ſpoke laſt hinted that to be his own ſituati n by the exertion 
of his anceſtor, But I apprehend that this preaching of the 
proſperity of a few will not tend much to fatisfy the many; 
to talk of proſperity to thoſe who do not feel it, is not the 


way to gain many converts. When you feel that the people 


are falling into a general deſpondency ; when you feel that 
you are approaching a dangerous criſis, for ſo you are, it is 


folly to attempt to diſguiſe it; is that a time for you to ſay 
to the public, 0 do not mind public buſineſs, mind only your 


now 
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ment that has brought upon you your preſent calamities, for 


they alone can ſave you from utter ruin.“ Is that a time to 


preach to them of the propriety of their indifference? No! 


It is a time in which you ſhall call upon them to join in the 
public concern. You ſhould therefore not contract the ſen- 


timents of the people, you ſhould expand them. I am ſure 
you will never ſucceed by any theory. however ingenious, 


that has for its object the ſilencing of the public voice. The 


| Nate of the knowledge of mankind will not admit of your at- 
tempting it. If it be your object to get througlr your preſent 
difficulty, you mult give to the people the advantages of po- 
pular government in ſubſtance, inſtead of attempting to 
amuſe them with imaginary excellence. | did not intend to 
make theſe obſervations when I brought this ſubject forward, 
but they became neceſſary in conſequence of what ſome gen- 
tlemen thought fit to ſay this night. 5 


o 


Mr. Chelmondeley was of opinion, that to repeal thoſe bills 
during the preſent critical ſituation, was to revive ſedition, 


which they conſiderably tended to repreſs and extinguiſh, 


and conſequently to fruſtrate the ſalutary effects which they 


had already ſo fortunately produced. The preſent admini- 
ſtration had, in his mind, adopted no meaſures more timely, 


more prudent, more conſtitutional, or more friendly to free 


dom, than the introducing and paſling thoſe bills, to which 


he was bold to ſay we were indebted for the preſervation of 


our liberties, our conſtitution, and our lives; and viewing 
them in that light, he would give a decided negative to the 
preſent motion. %% T e 
The queſtion was now loudly called for, and the Houſe 
divided on Mr. Fox's motion. l 


Hes, . . 


Adjourned at ten o clock. e 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

WEepnesDay, May 24. 
SCOTS APPEAL, 4 
Their Lordſhips heard Counſel relative to the Scots Ap- 
pea}, wherein William Gibſon of Edinburgh, merchant, was 
"in 2Hza appellant 
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appellant, and Alexander Wight and Robert Playfair, 
writers to the Signet, "Truſtees of the Sequeſtrated Eſtate of 
John Jackſon of the Theatre-Royal, Edinburgh, were re- 


g {pondents. 


After a long hearing, of Meſſrs. Anftruther nad Adam, for 


| the appellant, "and the Attorney-General and Mr. Nowlan 
for the reſpondents, the Lord Chancellor moved the Houſe 
_ to affirm the decree of the Scots Court, in a cauſe, where, 


he obſerved, a pure and ample ſpirit of litigation had been 


manifeſted, and to attach the full amount of recognizance, 
and 200]. as colts, to the appealing pariy—W hich was order. 


ed accordingly. 
The various bills upon the table were „ in their 
cefoeQtive ſtages. 


| Several bills were brought up from. the Houſe of Com: 
mons, and read a firſt time. 


Lord Auckland moved for the production of a iter of 


| HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| WepNesDAY, May 24. 
Lord Stopford reported the anſwer of his Majeſty to the ad- 


dreſs of congratulation from the Houſe on the marriage of 
the Princeſs Royal. 


Mr. Feky! moved for the anion of e names to the 


Committee appointed to take into conſideration the caſe of 
Mr. Palmer, late of the Poſt-Office, as alſo certain docu- 
ments to be referred to that Committee. 


Ordered. 
Sir V. Dolben brought up the b 11 55 regulating the flip- 
ping and carrying ſlaves in Britiſh veſſels from the coat of 


Africa, which was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a 


ſecond time on Friday. 

The Houle, in a Committee af Ways Ad 8 on the 
| motion of Mr. Roſe, agreed to the new duty on all Promil- 
ſory notes, as ſtated by the Chancellor of the Exchequer in 

opening the Budget, and alſo to a duty of 61. on admiſſion 
into offices of a certain annual income, &c. Report ordered 


to be received the next day. Further Committee on Ways 


and Means on Friday. 


The bill for empowering his Majeſty to draw « out "_ 
Y 
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body the Militia in the Tower Hamlets, paſſed a Commit- 
| tee of the whole Houſe. The report was received im- 


mediately, read, agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be in- 
groſſed. = SOT: bY 
Sir John Sinclair poſtponed, to the next ſeſſion the further 


| progreſs of the bill for dividing, allotting, and incloſing 


Waſte Lands, and for holding them in ſeveralty. The other 
bill for incloſing Waſte Lands by agreement between the 
parties intereſted, &c. paſſed the Committee of the whole 


Houſe, and the report was orrdered to be received on Tueſ- 


The adjourned debate on the Corn exportation bill, under 
certain limitations, &c. was reſumed, and the bill was paſſed 


on the motion of Mr. Ryder, and the acquieſcence of Mr. 
Whitbread. | | . 


180 INCREASE oF PAY TO THE ARMY. 
The Houſe have reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Sup- 
ply, and the eſtimates, preſented on Monday laſt, being re- 
ferred to the ſaid Committee, N | 


The Secretary at Mar ſaid, that the reſolution which he 


ſhould have to propoſe to the Committee, was grounded 


upon the eſtimates before them. All perſons acquainted 
with army affairs muſt ſee the neceſſity of increaſing the pay 
of certain claſſes -in that ſervice; and that ſuch neceſſity 
either exiſted now, or that the meaſure muſt be adopted 


within ſome time not very diſtant from the preſent, on ac- 


count of the great increaſe in the price of every neceſſary of 
life fince the very diſtant period when the allowances were 
made which the ſoldiers of the army hitherto enjoyed. A 


certain allowance had been made about four years ago to 
every ſoldier, called Bread- money; and, previous to that 


time, many perſons thought it was very difficult for a ſoldier 
to ex iſt on his pay. It was a conſideration of this kind which 
had induced his Majeſty to allow that increaſe of pay called 


Bread-money. Beſides this, the ſoldiers received, ſince that 


time, another aſſiſtance, which was effected under the direc- 


tion of the Duke of Vork. This was an extra allowance of 
bread and meat, in times of great ſcarcity. Notwithſtanding 


_ thele increaſes, ſomething was till to be done, in order to 


make the ſituation of the ſoldier more comfortable. The 


neceſſity, however, of ſuch a meaſure was not ſo great, but 


that it might be diſpenſed with for ſome time longer ; but as 
| | DE Kr the 
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the other great branch of the Military Department had lately 
become an object of public conſideration, and as the Legiſla- 
ture had granted to them {the Navy) an encreaſe of pay, he 
cConceived it to be extremely proper that a ſimilar attention 
and aſſiſtance ſhould be given to the army at the preſent time, 
provided the ſubje& was maturely weighed and conſidered by 
the Houſe. The Committee muſt then perceive, that they 
were coming to this buſineſs without any embarraſſment ; 
for no applications whatever had come from the army for an 
increaſe of pay; and their conduct was not only free from 
blame, but ſo highly meritorious, that they were entitled to 5 
_ every attention from the Legiſlature, and to an equal partici- 5 
pation of advantages with the Naval Department. That the 1 
great body of men who compoſed this latter branch, they 3 
who had ever been the moſt loyal of thoſe to whom the de- 
fence of the country had been entruſted, and thoſe who had 
ever been the darling objects of the Britiſh nation, that they 
ſhould ſo far forget their allegiance as to preſs their applica- 
tion, without ſuſficient reaſon, to the extent they had done, 
was matter of great regret and ſurpriſe. But there was one 
circumſtance, of which gentlemen were not aware: they did 
not fully know the extent and activity of the diabolical arts 
that had been practiſed to ſeduce the ſeamen of the fleet from 
their duty. Theſe were the true effects of that ſpirit of Ja- 
cobiniſm which had been ſpreading through the country for 
ſome years paſt, and which, with inceſſant exertions, equal- 
led only by its innate malignity, was making the ſame at- 
tempts upon the army, which however were hitherto with- 
out ſucceſs, and which were rejected by the ſoldiers, except 
in a few ſtraggling inſtances. If, therefore, under all cir- 
cumſtances, in the midſt of all theſe endeavours and tempta- 
tions, the army ſtill continued firm in its allegiance, the 
Houſe would fee the neceſſity of giving the ſoldiers every 
relief which their ſituation might require. Under this per- 
ſuaſion, he would ſlate to the Committee, the propoſition he 
meant to bring forward that day, and which related only to 
the ſoldiers. There was, however, another propoſition which 
he intended to lay before the Houſe on ſome future day, 
which was to extend relief to the ſubalterns of the army- 
There would be another eſtimate on this ſubje& ; and this, 
with ſome arrangements that were to be made, obliged him 
to poſtpone the conſideration of it for a ſhort time longer- 
He thought it neceſſary then to ſtate, that this relief was not 
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ſituation was more embarraſſed than that of any other d 2- 


ſeription of the Military Department, and who had the mioſt 


claims on the conſideration of Parliament. With reſpect. to 
the intended augmentation of pay to the privates and nen- 
commiſſioned officers, he would take a toot-ſoldier for a 


general ſtandard, it being meant to propoſe an equal increaſe 


throughout, to infantry and cavalry. Every private t- 50t- 
ſoldier at preſent coſt the public 11d. three farthings a day. 
This ſum he wiſhed to extend to 1s. 1d. haltpenny. This 


addition would make to the public a di erence of 1d. t hree 


farthings only; but to the ſoldier it would be an increal of 


2d. ſubject at the ſame time to a ſmall deficiency. In order 
that the Committee might underſtand this fratemerat, he 


would inform them of the diſtribution of a ſoldier's pay, 


which might be conſidered under five different articles. | irft, 
he received 6d. a day for ſubſiſtence; next, 2d. tar thing a 


day called Conſolidated allowances, and put into th at form 
by the Duke of York : after that, were two allowa nces of a 


penny a day each, for bread and meat, which were, made by 


overnment, in order to make up to the ſoldicr the differ- 


ence between the fixed and current price of tho! e articles. 
One of theſe was fixed to a penny a day; the other might be 


lefs than a penny, becauſe the price of meit mig t be lower 
at one time than at another. This allowance, t gerefore, be- 
ing commuted, and made good in future to the; ſoldier as an 


entire penny, would ſerve to make up this di: F-rence which 


he had juſt ſtated. The laſt article related to tl jat ſum, which 
from early times had been allowed to ſoldiers in barracks for 


beer money, and which, while in quarters, , was at the ex- 


pence of innkeepers; but at preſent this w as commuted by 
Government, at the expence of one penny. halfpenny a day. 


The ſum. which the ſoldier at preſent rec eived was 8d. far- 


thing a day. But by the arrangement weich Government 
would form, and by leaving the applicatic n of 
ſome inſtances to himfelf, he would have a clear addition of 
2d. a day more; while the additional cha: ce to the public as 


he ſtated before, would only amount to 14. three farthings. 
tantry and cavalry, 


The allowance would be the ſame to ir 
and whatever allowance they had had b: 


\ fore, would itill be 
continued to them. The additional ſum 2 


lowed to a corporal 


would be 2d. halfpenny, and to a ſerje? nt 3d. He did not 
tails on this ſubjeR, 
te wou Id be any dif- 
| _ ference 


think it neceſſary to go into any more de 
concerning which he did not conceive the 
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be extended beyond the ſubaltern officers of the line, who! fe 


the money in 


2148 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
terence of opinion. Gentlemen would be ready to anticipate 
t he meaſure he ſhould on another day propoſe for the relief of 
ſtibalterns. At preſent he would conclude by moving a reſo- 
lu tion on the firſt eſtimate, namely - That a ſum, not ex- 
ce eding 224,000. be granted to his Majeſty towards defraying 
the; additional charges in the augmentation of pay to the pri- 
vat ts and non- commiſſioned officers of the army, to be incurred 
. al the 25th of May 1797, up to the 24th of December fol- 
low ine ee e een | | 
| Xe. IF." Smith obſerved, that much having been ſaid on the 
ſubject of miſrepreſentation out of doors, he ſhould guard 


him ſelf in what he had to ſay in ſuch a manner, he hoped, as | TORI. 
would not be miſunderſtood. No one could be more convinced Wis 
than he was, that the preſent pay of the ſoldier was too ſmall, MT 
Ne ſhould not make any obſervations on the detail of the ſub- Ws 


ect, for he was aware that he was not qualified to do ſo; but 
when this ſubject was brought forward by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, the other day, he called on the Miniſter to ex- 
plain the order that had been made, by calling for the copy of 
the minutes of in the Orderly Book relative to this ſubject. It 
was hinted to him that no official intimation had been given, 
and probably none could be found in the book. But he was 
aware that an official communication was made to the Guards, 
on Monday ſe'nnight laſt, as followed, [He read the commu- 
nication, wluich has already appeared.] Now, whether this 
was or was not entered in the Orderly Book, made, in his view 
of the matter, no difference whatever, for no ſerjeant would 
have ventured to make that communication to the ſoldiers if he 
had not received orders to do ſo; 'and* no orders could have 
come from any but his Majeſty's Miniſters, It was ſaid, that 
much praiſe was due to the men for their good conduct; which 
he did not feel himſelf diſpoſed to diſpute. But there was no 
reaſon why a communication upon this matter ſhould not have 
been made to the Houſe ſooner than it was. He ſaw no reafon 
why a communication ſhould have been made to the army 
previous to that which was made to Parliament. He conceived 
that it was only through the intervention of Parliament that 
this meaſure, however neceſſary, could be legally carried into 
execution. He therefore thought, that as there was no danger 
apprehended, that the communication ſhould have firſt been 
made to Parliament. This was right in a conſtitutional view, 
and was right alſo upon practical effect, becauſe whatever there 
could be deemed of grace or favour in the meaſure, it ought to 
come from Parliamerit, and not from the Miniſter. The Ex- 
ecutive Government had made a promiſe to the ſoldiers 1 51 


. 


| 
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part of the ſyſtem of his Majeſty's Miniſters, as they had 
evinced by the manner in which they had kept back the eſti- 
mates of the expences of barracks until ſome of them were al- 
moſt built; and by their ſending money abroad without the 
conlent a 8 


Mr. Fog fai „there was an eſſential difference between a 


, #-4 E 


Mx, Martin agreed with the meaſure, but diſapproyed of the _ 


ed to his Majeſty for defraying the, ae an additional 
775 | | 7 CY Whig it 444 9 

3 | | | | LY &c. Both theſe re- 
ſolutions were agreed to by the Comm ittee, and 
being reſumed, they were reported immediately, and ap- 
3 i ee, 
Mfrt. Sheridan ſtated, that he had the preceding day given no- 


Upon the requeſt of Mr. Secretary Dundas it was farther 


poſiponed till Friday, at four g'clock—Adjourped,; |; 


— — . pp 
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1 3 LEST 
SY SAT . MAy, 264m 7 eget] 
In vintal 47 a Royal Commiſſion, his Majeſty's agent was 
given to-the Emperor's and Diſcount Loan bills,: the Attor- 
nies Stamp Duty Bill, thes Promiſſory Note bill, the Weſt- 
India Governor's Indemnity Bill, the Middleſex County: Rate 
bill, che Foreign Ship Frize bill, and ſeven other pane: and 
Teen private bills , 1 5 
The Thanks of his Majeſty wich 'Gonghitibarory Addreſs 
of the Lords, on occaſion of the marriage of the Princeſs Royal, 
were preſented by the Duke of Dorſet; the Thanks of her 
Majeſty on the ſimilar occaſion were preſented'by the Earl of 
Harcourt; and the Thanksiof the Prince and Princeſs of Wir- 
. were e the a N e 
nn > Ws ont Foy! | 


* - 


STE 5 | HOUSE OF © COMMONS. 


12 1 if 1 3 We 7 , 


e ee MATE 4 nt 

The. Eaf-Indjs Volunteers, and Penze loclofure bills, were | 
read a'third tim. | 

The Reſolutions of. the Committee of Ways and Means 
were reported and agreed! to. „ 

Lord Stopford brought up an e of, Thank froms Kod 
Majeſty to the Congratulary Addreſs yoted to.her by the Houſe 
upon the marriage of the rinceſs Royal. Lord Gore Sutherland 
brought up ſimilat. LOR From. me Prince and Princeſs oy 
Wee 1 1 

NEW. BANK. | 


ir Bir William Palla ſaid; he had come bei that 1 00 p. 
"od to bring forward the motion of which he had given no- 
tice on a former day. But as he found that ſome Gentlemen, 
whoſe preſence he conceived to be neceſſary on that occaſion 
could not attend, he would put off the motion to Tueſ- 
day next. 

128 1 FP g as, 

e order of the day for e commitment of 
bill being read, : he - NP Bury 
p Mr. Roſe defired that it might be put off ll the following 
ay. 

Mr. 1 faid, 30 wiſhed that ſoch park of the bill as re- 
lated to Newſpapers might be made a ſeparate and diſtinct bill. 
He had originally declared his intention of oppoling this tax in 
cvery ſtage, and be ſhould have done ſo hitherto had he known 


i * 


| 178 eee enen eee 
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that it was wrapped up in the prefen bill, He did not con- 
ſider it as a meaſure for the purpoſe of levying revenue, but a 
bill of pains and penalties. on the preſs, and calculated to ſtop 
thaſe uſeful publications which were ſo neceſſary to preſerve 
the freedom of our Conſtitutiom and inform all ranks of people. 
[-- He would therefore at preſent move for dividing the bill into 
two bills; and he hoped the Honourable Gentleman would not 
object to ſuch a motion, if he deſired: that the bill for taxing 
| _ newſpapers ſhould: be ſeparately diſcuſſed. | He would move, 
| then, That it be;an;inſtruction to the Committee, to whom 
| the Stamp Duty bill was to be referred, to divide the fame into 
to pra „ „„ 
Mr. Ro/e ſaid he would oppoſe the motion. When the bill 
came into a Committee the honourable Gentleman would 
have an opportunity of diſcuſſing that part of it which he ob- 
jected to. | | 


Mr. Sheridan replied; that the proper opportunity for diſcuſ- 
ſing the tax he objeCted to was on the ſecond reading of the bill, 
which he had beenGrevented* from doing in conſequence of the 
ſecret manner in whicvit had been introduced. In the Commit- 
tee he certainly would endeavour to do ſome juſtice to the pro- 
prietors of newſpapers, by propoling chat tlie tax ſhould at moſt 
be but one penny, in order that — alight” he indemnified 
for the loſſes they would otherwiſe f by che increaſe on 
the price of the paper being no mote than the additional duty. 
Sir William Pulteney thought it was wrong in the honoura- 
ble Gentleman to make an objection to the motion ori a point 
of form. The tax in queſtion was a very objectionable one, 
and met with much general diſapprebation ; he would there- 
fore ſecond the honourable Gentleman's motion for dividing 
The Hovſe then divided on the queſtian, 
ritt! 125 10 Ayes, 812 20 Meri 19 


ä: ß £10; AA FEY 26 He 
Ia the Committee on the Corporation Juriſdiction bill, a 
long converſation took place between the Solicitor General, 
Mx. Hawkins Browne, and Mr. Rofe, who oppoſed the bill, on 
the ground of its altering old eftabliſhed cuſtoms; and the 
- Meafter of the Rolls, Mr. Pererval, Mr. Jekyl, Mr. W. Bird, 
Mr. Hobhowſe, and Sir W. Geary who ſupported it, on account 
of the difficulty of perſons obtaming fair trials in moſt corpora- 
tions. But ſome of theſe Members wiſhed that certain large 
_ towns might be exempt from the billl. 1 


—— 


* 2 
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The Committee then divided on the l that me 
Chairman quit the chair, and FOOL progreſs | 


Tf. 
N . 26 
Ma; or ity, 10 


A bill to enabl6 Roan Catholics to Hola Commiſſions in the 
Militia and Provifiona Cavalry Was dis, Ih up, and read a 
bit tim. 2 „ 


Mr. Alderman Lahington, after having cls veal 
| lewve; preſented a petition from ſeveral Owners and Maſters : 


of ſhips, praying for leave that a bill might be brought in to 
relieve them from the conſequences of a-deciſion lately made in 
the Court of King's Begchs that they were to be anſwerable 
for all damages ſuſtained. by . in their "HOPS: my 
dered to lie on the table. eee 7 


e rp HOUSE OF LORDS. 

oft" 1 | Fray, May 26. LAG 
<=; APPEAL FROM A DECREE IN CHANCERY... 
17 5 85 STANDEN v. MACNABB AND OTHERS. ol vi; 
Abele Lordſhip s "heard. Mr. Graham, and another 1 


riſter, at conſiderable length, on behalf of the appellant.” A 


third Counſel attended, but was not heard. \ bas 


It was deemed unneGſfiry to hear the Solicitor-General, 


or Mr. Mansfield, who attended for the reſpondents.” ” 
Alter the Counfel had withdrawn, their Lordſhips imme- 
diol affirmed the decree of the Court of Chancery, 

The various, bills on the table were forwarded 1 in their re- 
ſpedive ſtages. 


Mr. Hobart 1 the F Hamlets Militia bill, 
from the Houſe of Commons; as did Mr. Ryder the Trini- 
dad Free Port bill. A great number of private bills were 


als Ped all which were leverally read a | Hell ue: 


STATE ob THE NATION. 71, 7 


The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he had attended with the hope 
of ſeeing ſome of his Majeſty s Miniſters in their places, but 


as that was not the caſe, he thought it proper to inform their 


Lordſhips that on Tueſday next he meant to propoſe a mo- 


Ying ww an ample addrels: to hi Ry on the preſent 


2 ſituation 


194 FS 


7 — — — — — he ann” thre 
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ſituation and circumſtances of the country, and previouſly to 


| ſuggeſt ſuch meaſures as ſeemed moſt neceſſary and expe- 


dient to be adopted in 0 of ſuch ſituation. 
The Houſe adjourned till 9 er 


SR HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
e | FRI DAV, May 26. 


The Trinidad Free-Port, Tower-Hamlet ili Sail 
Oloth duty, Wark and Moorlinch 3 bills, were 7 
*3-third time, and paſſed. 
© *The Pilchard Fiſhery bill, and the Slave Carrying bil, 


Were read a ſecond time, and comtmines. 

Mr. Migley obtained leave to bring in a bill to enable the 
Comeball ioners of the Stamp Duties to order a proper ſtamp 
to be fixed on certain legal inſtruments upon the payment of 
the duty. 6 

On the motion of ; Sir Wa. Dolben, a Sem mitte was 


| ordered to be appointed on Tueſday next, to take into con- 
ſideration the propriety of granting certain bounties to the 


maſters and ſurgeons of veſſels in the Slave bs where i is 
the leaſt mortality of ſlaves. 


The order of the day for the Committee on the Stamp 


Duty bil was poſtponed to Tueſday next. 
Mr. Roſe obtained leave, in the abſence of the chairman, 
to. bring up the report of the Committee on the Aﬀeſſed 


Taxes bill, and the bill, was afterwards ordered to be x read a 


Arg time on 1 19 8 bent, and then engroſſed. 


Alk. Sheridan, I now riſe to addreſs the Houſe e on a a fobje&, 
in my opinion, as important as any of thoſe which have of 
late occupied our attention; a ſubjeCt which is, in my humble 


opinion, in compariſon of all others, deſerving the moſt ſeri- 
cus conſiderat ion and attention. Sir, I believe the idea which 


this Houle has formed of the motion J expreſſed my intention 
to make, has been founded on a miſtaken notion. It was ſup- 
poſed that I merely intended to complain of a certain paper, o 


à groſs. and miſchievous nature, which had been publiſhed as a 
manifeſto of the Britiſh Seamen on board his Majeſty's fleet, 


and which contains ſome perſonal alluſions to myſelf ; but as I 
have been uniformly an advocate for the liberty of the preſs, 


and am dcfirous of ere ſome conſiſtency in my public 
Character, 
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character, I can aſſure the Houſe, that, whatever perſonal in- 
vective that paper may diſplay againſt me, thoſe conſiderations 
would deter me from attempting any proſecution either of the 
rinter or the writer. On the contrary, Sir, the propoſition I 
had to make was of a conciliatory nature. I do not retract in 
| the ſmalleſt degree from that opinion which 1 expreſſed upon a 
former occaſion, that the perſeverance of the ſeamen in a ſtate 


of inſubordination, after their demands had, been complied 
with, was not to be aſcribed to any change or revolution in the 


old characteriſtic of Britiſh feamen, but muſt have been 


owing to miſrepreſentations and falſehoods circulated. among 
them. That there ſhould be men in the country capable of 
employing ſuch miſrepreſentations and falſehoods is a matter 
much to be lamented, but there is ſomething conſolatory in the 
reflection, and the miſchief is not in the minds of the ſeamen 
themſelves, but is the conſequence of the arts and delufions 
which have been practiſed upon them. Sir, I hold in my hand 
a paper, which has been circulated with great induſtry among 
the ſeamen : it is a paper purporting to be an appeal to the 
Britiſh nation from the ſeamen on board Lord Bridport's fleet. 


This has been ſent to Plymouth and Sheerneſs, where it has 
been circulated with the moſt fatal fucceſs. Sir, I did, on a 


former day, take the liberty of ſaying, that this Paper, from 


the internal evidence it carries with it, could nor be the compoſi- 


tiop of the Delegates of Lord Bridport's fleet; l am till of the 


fame opinion, yet I'confeſs there are ſuch circumſtances of ap- 


parent authenticity about it, that I am not at all ſurpriſed, 


that the printers and proprietors of newſpapers ſhould have 


been impoſed upon, and led to believe it to be authentic; and 
] have no heſitation in ſaying, I do firmly believe the ſeamen 
among whom this Paper has been circulated, believe it to be 
the Proclamation of the Delegates of Lord Bridport's fleet, and 

that they were well founded in point of fact, in the aſſertion 
that their grievances remained unredreſſed. Thoſe perſons, 
therefore, who believed it to be the ſpontaneous production of 
the ſeamen, might not be aſtoniſhed that the ſeamen fhovld 
continue to remain in a ſtate of ſuſpicion and inſubordination; 
Nine the paper was printed at Portſmouth by the very ſame 

er 


ſons who had printed the other papers of the Delegates, and 


this incident among the reſt promoted the deluſtom The 
manuſeript was brought to him from on board the fleet. If it 

was brought by the Delegates. themſelves, they muſt have 
been groſsly impoſed upon. There is nothing in it of the Bri- 
tiſh ſailor. The rough, honeſt, manly conformation wiifeh 
characterized the former publications of the ſeamen is entirely 
cages extinct, 
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in | which it is drawn up, is more like the language of a 
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extinct, as Gentlemen would ſoon diſcover. The lang uage 

Sen | 
lating Library, than that of a Forecaſtle. is no more the 
production of a Britiſh Seaman, than a Britiſh Seaman is the 


enemy of his country. This paper purports to be an appeal to, a 


* A Loyal and Diſcerning Nation,” 
Mr. Sheridan proceeded to read and comment on ſeveral 


paſſages of it; and dwelt particularly on the two following: 


4 No ſooner was the pardon granted, but in direct contradiction to that royal pro- 


clamation, were individuals ſelected for * expreſs purpoſe of Pers | them to 


malice and private reſentment.” 


And again, 
« At length, the breaſts of 1 fired with indignation at blk ala; 


| burſt forth on the 7th inſtant. It was then, ob ! horrid to relate! That we found 
out the ſchemes laid out to ſacrifice ſome of the brighteſt gems that ever adorned 


this or any other country. Are, then, poor bur loyal individuals lives to be ſacri- 
ficed for the mere ſport of tyrants SES. | 


Now, Sir, when a paper | of this deſcription | is circulated with 
 avidity round our coaſts, is it not fit that a clear contradiftion 
| ſhould be given to it? Is it not neceſſary that a paper which 
has manifeſtly impoſed on the underſtandings of Britiſh ſeamen 
| ſhould be cleared up to them, and its. falſehoods detected. 


With reſpect, Sir, to the calumny itſelf, it would be an inſult 


to the underſtanding of the Houſe, if I ſhould ſuppoſe a doubt 


exiſted reſpecting it. I am no friend to his Majeſty's Mi- 


niſters; on the contrary, I think there is not a more deter- 
mined irreconcileabie and inflexible enemy to them and their 
ſyſtem than myſelf, but to inſinuate that they or any one of 


them could have poſſibly harboured ſuch a thought as that im- 


puted to them by this manifeſto, that any one of them could 


have had ſuch an intention after the pardon granted by his Ma- 


jeſty to the ſeamen. If I could inſinuate this, I ſhould deem 


myſelf not merely an enemy of his Majeſty's Miniſters, but of 


the countr Sir, 1 cannot be ſuſpected of complimenting the 
Houſe of Co 
occaſions, yet I think I may ſay, that with reſpect to good will 


mmons, I have differed from them, on almoſt all 


ah Britiſh ſeamen, its ſentiment has never been different 
my own. If ever man loved man; if ever one part of 

dhe Pepi loved another, the People of this country love the 
ache The individuals of this Houſe have ever loved the 
ſeamen, and in zhis reſpect at leaſt, have ſnewn themſelves the 


| Repreſentatives of the Peop le. Whatever has: been. at any 


period propoſed in this Hou: Gor the benefit of the ſeamen has 


mn adopted, not only with readineſs, but almoſt with accla- 
mation. | 


e 
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mation. An honourable Gentleman whom I do not now ſee 
in his place (Mr. Dundas) has on many occaſions. brought 
ueſtions before this Houſe, for the advantage of the ſeamen, 
which haye been acquieſced in with the ſame ſatisfaction they 
were pepe... TD ng edis 
With reſpect to that part of the publication which relates to 
myſelf, I have but to recur to the ſtyle of it, 1a order to con- 
vince the Houſe it never was the compoſition of Britiſh ſea- 
men. It runs thus, Oh ! Sheridan, Sheridan! if this be your 
«© mean opinion of Britith ſeamen, thou knoweſt very little, 
very little of ſeamens' ſentiments.” Sir, I certainly did fay, 
if they remained diſſatisfied after their requeſt had been grant- 
ed, and at a time too when the fleet of the enemy might be at 
ſea, I did ſay, if after their. demands were fatisfied, they re- 
mained in port, endangering by ſuch conduct the ſafety of the 
Britith empire, that it muſt be becauſe they were worked up- 
on. and their judgment miſlead by a ſpecies of the fouleſt and 
baſeſt treachery. The paper ſtates further, + What, accuſe. 


us of treachery, impute treachery to us, its principles we 


23 


„ difavow.” Sir, I appeal to the candour of any man, whe- 


ther it was, in the remotelt degree, accuſing the ſeamen of 


treachery, when I ſaid they muſt be the objects of that treache- 
ry which had been the cauſe of their deluſion, if they continu- 
ed diſſatisfied after ther demands were complied with. They 


could not have ſelected any individual on whom to make 4 


charge of ſuch a nature who ſo little deſerved it. Sir, with re- 
ſpect to another obſervation in the ſame paper, ** that the ho- 


“ nourable Gentleman thinking he had defeated the Chancel- 
6 Jor, attacked the poor but loyal tars,” it is equally inappli- 


cable to me. The ſtructure of the ſentence to be ſure, is very 
like the ſtyle of writing of a Britiſh ſeaman, and of all men in 
the world, they could not have ſelected any perſon leſs capable 
of dzfeating the Chancellor of the Exchequer than I. I wiſh 
the former part of the aſſertion were true; I wiſh to God, 1 


had defeated the Chanceller of the Exchequer (a laugh): Sir, 
I cannot inſtance a greater proof of my endeavours to promote, . 
the advantage of the ſeamen, than that in the year 1786, in 
the ſeventh ſeſſion of the then Parliament, a Gentleman did 
twice bring a Bill before the Houſe, which L afterwards re- . 
newed, for the general benefit of ſeamen; and though the 
principles of ſuch Bills were objected to, it did happen they 
had for their object the redreſs of thoſe grievances which have 
of late been the ſubject of complaint. Sir, I have ever been 
their friend, but never more ſo than at this period, in warning. 
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them againſt thoſe artifices which have been praCtiſed to ſeduce 
them. When people tell them that the Navy can be managed 
without ſubordination, they may as well tell them a ſhip can 
be managed without a rudder ; they had better pull down the 
maſts and the ſhrouds, and lay them on the deck, than pull 
_ down that ſyſtem of order and regularity, upon which the very 
exiſtence of the fleet depends. At the fame time, Sir, it ſhould 
be underſtood that there are no further grievances, if any 
exiſt, which we will not redreſs. I have nothing more, Sir, 


to ſtate, than theſe obſervations in juſtification of myſelf. 


It was my intention to have propoſed to the conſideration 


and adoption of the Houſe, a motion of a conſolatory nature; 


yet from what IJ have heard, I am convinced His Majeſty's 
Miniſters can have but one with on the ſubject, namely, to 
reſtore that harmony in our Navy, which has been fo unhap- 
pily interrupted As, however, it has never been my wiſh to 
throw any impediment in the way of the public ſervice, I 
ſhall not preſs my motion. CI. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer truſted, that, although there 
was no motion before the Houſe, he ſhould be forgiven for the 
intruſion of delivering a few ſentiments on the obſervations of 
the honourable Gentleman, becauſe he felt a defire, in the firſt 
place, to acknowledge the fairneſs, liberality, and candour 
wich which the honourable Gentleman had diſcharged the 
great and important taſk of his public duty; and becauſe, with 


regard to the particular motion which the honourable Gentle- 
man had intended to bring forward, he was anxious to ſlate, 


that however inexpedient it might be, it was not liable to thoſe 


objections which he had apprehended, when the notice of the 
motion was firſt given. He was happy that the honourable 


Gentleman did not preſs his motion, and he was more happy 
to hear him with ſo much candour confeſs, he waved it for 


that reaſon which his Majeſty's Miniſters had pointed out, and 


_ thereby teſtifying that he did not conceive the objection of his 


Majeſty's Miniſters to be a captious or a light one. Whatever 


political differences there might be between them, he truſted 
their preſent co-operation of ſentiments were not peculiar to 
themſelves, but that they were the ſentiments unanimouſly 


entertained by the Houſe ; the ſentiments unanimouſly enter- 


tained by the public; and he hoped they would ſoon be unani- 

mouſly entertained by the ſeamen alſo. The honourable Gen- 
tleman had praiſed the Houſe for its uniform attention to the 

_ Intereſts of the Navy, and he certainly had not ſpoken too 
ſtrongly when he did fo, ſince the Houſe had wee e 
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ſhewn a prediliction, a partiality, and attachment, he might 
ſay a zeal amounting to enthuſiaſm, in every queſtion which 
tended to contribute to the glory, the ſaſety, and the happineſs 
of the Britiſh ſailors. | | 


Whatever effect the moſt criminal and wicked machinations 
ever known in this kingdom might have hitherto had upon 


the ſeamen, to ſeduce them at this critical moment from their 


uſual affection and allegiance to their king and country, he 


hoped and truſted, after this explanation, that they would im- 
mediately reſume their native character, and triumph over the 


perfidious artifices of their inſtigators, which were no leſs 
morally and finally diſgraceful and deſtructive to them, than 
they were hoſtile and injurious to their country. In regard 


to the fabrication of the paper, it was unneceſſary to produce 


any other reaſons than thoſe which the honourable Gentleman 


had given; but if ever there was one inſtance more than ano- 
ther in which it was evident an impoſture had been puſhed 


too far, it was that opprobrious calumny upon the mercy, of, 
the ſovereign ; ſince it was impoſſible for any ſeamen, as it 


was for every perſon, for one moment to harbour an idea, that 


after his Majeſty's Miniſters had adviſed his Majeſty to iſſue, 


an unlimited pardon to all who returned to their allegiance and 
duty, they ſhould ever entertain ſo cruel and impolitic a deſign, 
as to ſeek for exceptions or retract in the ſmalleſt degree from 
that complete oblivion which had been promiſed. To thoſe 
who have availed themſelves of his Majeſty's gracious pardon, 


by an immediate return to their duty and ſubordination, the i 


indemnity was certain, and the oblivion complete and un- 
exceptionable; but God knows, ſaid Mr. Pitt, what meaſures 
it may be neceſſary to adopt to prevent the diffuſion of proceed- 
ings inimical to the ſecurity and happineſs of every individual. 
He concluded by begging pardon of the Houſe for his intruſion 
on their time and patience, iu a manner fo irregular, and fo 
unuſual, when no motion was ſubmitted, but the importance 
of the ſubject appeared to require ſome obſervation. . 1 


| PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 
Mr. Grey roſe, in purſuance of a notice which had been 


given, to move for a reform in the repreſentation of the peo- 
ple. In ieee a notice of ſuch a nature, he laid 


his account from paſt experience, with expoſing himſelf to 
many uncharitable imputations. If, in their reſiſtanèe to the 


deſtructive ſyſtem of Miniſters, if in their endeavours to check 


them in their ruinous career, if in their efforts to controul them 
in their profuſe and extravagant waſte of public money, he and 
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his friends had incurred imputations of a wiſh to gratify per- 
ſonal intereſt and private ambition, and of a wanton deſire to 
thwart Executive Government, they could not in the preſent 
inſtance expect to eſcape ſimilar, or (ti]l more odious impufa- 
tions. It was ſome conſolation, howevei, that though their 
exertions were not well received in that Houſe, the public 
might paſs a different deciſion upon them, and to the public 
would the eventual deciſion belong. It might perhaps be 
called preſumption in him to call the attention of the Houſe 
to the conduct of an individual fo infignificant as he was. 
They would do him the juſtice, however, to allow that, in his 
propoſitions for a reform in Parliament, he had never proceeded 
on any ſpeculation of natural and impreſcriptible rights.—The 
meaſures which he had the honour to bring forward were 
founded, not in ſpeculative, but on practical grounds. Both 
the ſpeculative and practical defects of the preſent ſyſtem had 
been ſo largely diſcuſſed, and fo often repeated, that his labour 
on the preſent occaſion was much abated without injury to the 
cauſe. His views, he repeated, had proceeded: on practical 
grounds, and not on grounds of right, becauſe no man could 
claim any particular form of Government upon a ground of 
right. Here, however, he begged not to be miſunderſtood 
when he ſtated this propoſition; he avowed: that there was no 
man more warmly attached to, or who would more ſteadily 
ſupport the natural and impreſcribtible rights of mankind :— 
theſe were liberty and fecurity ; and when liberty and ſecurity 
were not properly guaranteed by any particular ſyſtem of 
Government, either in conſequence of original or accidental 
defects, the people, who lived under it, had a right to demand 
either that it ſhould be changed or amended. But on the 
other hand, the advocates for univerſal ſuffrage, before de- 
manding that their plan ſhould be adopted, were bound to ſhew 
that it was for the good of the people that it ſhould be adopted. 
It would be alſo recollected that he had never grounded his 
motion for reform upon the inequality of the preſent miſrepre- 
| ſentation. Inequality of repreſentation of itſelf he did not con- 
ſider as a ſufficient ground of reform. For inſtance, he never 
had argued that there ſhould be a reform in the repreſentation 
of the people, becauſe Cornwall ſent as many repreſentatives 
to Parliament as all the counties of Scotland together, and be- 
cauſe there were ſome Boroughs with a few houſes, and a 
handful of inhabitants, returned as many members to the 
Houſe of Commons as the opulent and extenſive county of 
York. Though this ſounded ſtrange in theory, yet if it was 
not ſhewn that in practice it was injurious to the rights of 
| Es _ Engliſhmen, 
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Engliſhmen, their defence was good, who contended that the 


nation under its preſent ſyſtem of Government had enjoyed 
much proſperity, and a large portion of happineſs, and who 
argued againſt the inexpediency of a change from the chance 


of endangering the exiſtence of the ſyſtem, and or giving birth 


to evils of a much more ſerious nature than thoſe which were 
experienced under it, Having thus ſtated his general princi- 
ples upon the ſubject, he proceeded to enquire what was the 
end and the uſe of the Houſe of Commons, and what was the 


preſent itate of the repreſentation; of the people. When he 
conſidered what it ought to be, the queſtions naturally occurred, 
whether it had watched the conduct of Miniſters * whether it 


had controuled the Executive Government in its operations ? 
and, above all, whether in the exerciſe of its appropriate duty, 
it had been a faithful guardian of the public purſe! When 
he conſidered what it was, ſuggeſtions of a different nature 
occurred. Inſtead of attention he was afraid there had been 


negligence; inſtead of enquiry there had been confidence; 
Inſtead of controul there had been obedience, and inſtead of 
ceconomy there had been, profuſion. But if it had thus failed 


in its duty, and if misfortunes, numerous and dreadful had 
been the. conſequence of the failure, whatever difference of 
opinion there might be reſpecting the time and mode of Re- 
form, he was convinced there could be little or no objection to 
the meaſure conſidered abſtractedly. How then did they ſtand? 


It was now five years ſince he firſt made a motion for a Reform 


in Parliament. At that time the country was deſcribed as be- 
ing in a ſtate of great proſperity, and the public were induced 
fondly to entertain the proſpect of a prolongation, of the term 
of peace. When he lqoked back, however, for thirty years; 


when he, refleQted on the wars in which it had been engaged, 
and when he reviewed the conduct of the different adminiltra- 
tions during theſe wars; when, in particular, he conſidered 


the conduct of the American war, and the embarraſſments 
into which the country was brought in conſequence of the 
profuſe expenditure which marked the adminiſtration of that 
period; when, moreover, he beheld a new zra ariſing in 


France, which threatened a great and momentous change in 


the political ſyſtem of Europe, from all theſe conſiderations 
be was induced to bring forward a meaſure which, in his opi- 
nion, would tend to prevent thoſe evils from again recurring 

which the nation had formerly had occaſion to lament, and 


which might withſtand the influence of new opinions. In a 


ſhort time after we engaged in a war with France, our pro- 


ſperity 
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| ſperity wis ſtill ſtated to be undiminiſhed, One campaign 
was to decide the conteſt, and the triumphant march to Paris 
was forever to check the inſolence of the enemy. A noble 
of our ability to carry on that war, and compel the enemy to 
yield to our conditions, argued with confidence on the extent 


the American war to that productive period; and concluded 


ſources, with a remarkable quotation by which he repreſented 
that England had riſen bh „ 5 nooe te | 


That argument he confidered as deficient, becauſe he did not 
| advert to the cauſes which had produced that ſtate of adverſity 


would not have been effectual, he knew not; but this he knew, 
that the remedy was rejected, and that the country was again 


American war, when compared with it, 'trifling, and our 


| ſituation after it enviable. If, as the noble Lord contended, 
the proſperity of the country was matter of credit to the Houſe 


lately ſuffered, and the ſtate of adverſity to which it is now re- 
duced, was to the full as good an argument either againſt its 
wiſdom or its virtue, and in favour of a change of conſtitution. 
Lord inſtanced the Government of France, under which that 


ſequent upon it. Here again Mr. Grey contended that he 


as an objeRion to the Conſtitution of the Government of 
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oppoſite (Lord Hawkeſbury, then Mr. Jenkingſon), as a proof 


of our imports and our exports, ſtated to what a heighth our 
commerce and our riches had increaſed, from the ceflation of 


the hiſtory of the riſe and progreſs of our wealth and our re- 


&« More glorious and more great than from no fall, 
« And truſts to fear no ſecond fate.” 5 . 


froin which we had juſt emerged; and he propoſed at the time 
a meaſure by which the nation might have been guarded 
againſt a ſecond humiliation. Whether the remedy would or 


reduced to a ſtate of calamity which made the effects of the 


of Commons, and if it was an argument againſt any change in 
the conſtitution of that aſſembly, the diſaſters which it has 


In ſtating the evils ariſing from univerſal ſuffrage, the noble 
mode of election obtained, and the profuſe expenditure con- 


had the advantage of the noble Lord (Hawkeſbury) in argu- 
ment, for if extravagance and prodigality were fairly charged 


France, would not the ſame objection apply with equal force 
to the profuſe expenditure of public money in this country, 
the guardianſhip of which immediately belongs to the Houle 
of Commons? What, ſince that time, had been our ſitua- 
tion? We had been reduced from a ſtate of great and unpa- 
ralleled proſperity, to a ſtate, if not of deſpondency, at leaſt 
of imminent danger and deep diſtreſs. Under the preſſure of 
| | EE | | great 
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great and accumulated calamities, how had the Houſe of 
Commons conducted itſelf? Had they ſhewn either vigilance 


of enquiry or independence of ſpirit? Had they inveſtigated 


the origin of their misfortunes, or checked Miniſters in their 


mad and ruinous career ? Nay, the very reverſe. In a war, 


remarkable only for misfortune, and diſtinguiſhed on our 


part, ſolely by diſgrace, they had ſuffered Miniſters to go on 


from failure to failure, adding miſconduct to misfoi tune, and 
m-dneſs to folly, without either inveſtigation or enquiry. 
When attacks were made on tie liberties and even the lives 


of the ſubject, the Houſe of Commons did not interpoſe in 


| behalf of freedom invaded, or innocence aſſaulted When 


the ſhores of our ſiſter kingdom were laid open and defence- 
leſs to the fleets of an invading enemy, no enquiry was in- 


ſtituted into the cauſe of ſuch groſs and criminal neglect. 


When, by the mandate of the Privy Council, the Bank of 
England ſtopped payment, and a ſhock unequalled at any 


other time was given to public credit, the Miniſter was ab- 


ſolved upon his own excuſes from any kind of cenſure. 


Having ſtated the effects of the ſylt-m, it was needleſs to 
enter upon the mode of election but was it not notorious 


to every one, that men without holding any communion with 


the people, without either property or talents, merely by 


throwing themſelves on the patronage of a great man got 
ſeats in Parliament, not for the purpoſe of conſulting the 
good of the Commonwealth, and defending the rights of the 
people, but for the purpoſe of promoting their own intereſt 


by betraying the truth repoſed in them? As a remedy for 


theſe evils, he propoſed to alter the ſyſtem from which they 


flowed. Had he implicitly followed the dictates of his own 
private judgment, he ſhould have adopted the mode of mov- 
ing for a Committee to enquire into the nature and extent of 


the evil, and to have found out a remedy ſuitable and pro- 


portionate to it. Though that appeared to him to be the 
better mode of proceeding, when he propoſed it before at 


different times, there was always one objection offered to it, 
which, on the preſent occaſion, he was deſirous of obviating. 
It was objected, ** would you looſen the confidence of the 
people in the preſent Houſe of Commons, by acknowledging 
the defects of its conſtitution, without propoſing a remedy, 

by ſhewing how it might be conſtituted better?“ To obvi- 


ate this objection, he ſhould ſtate the outline of the plan 


which he conceived might remedy the evil of which he com- 
UE Wha: plained. 
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plained. His object then was to obtain for the people, a 
full, fair, and free repreſentation. in the Houſe of Commons. 
He wiſhed to alter no part of the conſtitution. It was his 
deſire that it ſhould remain as it had been eſtabliſhed; com- 
poſed of King, Lords and Commons. He did not wiſh to 
alter any thing which could remain in its preſent ſtate con- 
ſiſtently with the attainment of his object, which, as he be- 
fore ſtated, was nothing more than'a full, free, and fair re- 
_ preſentation of the 1 He ſhould propoſe therefore, that 
the ſame number of members ſhould ſerve in Parliament, as 
at preſent. He ſhould propoſe that the county repreſenta- 
tion ſhould remain nearly upon the ſame footing. I here 
were a few alterations, however, which he thought ſhould | 
take place. Inſtead of ninety-two county members, which 
there are at preſent, he thought that in future, in order to 
put an end to the, inequalities that now exiſt, there ſhould be 
one hundred and thirteen. For inſtance, inſtead of two for 
the county of York, as there was at preſent, he thought there 
ſhould be two for each Riding; and ſo in other counties 
where the preſent repreſentation is not proportionate to the 
extent of ſoil and population. The next alteration which he 
| ſubmitted to the Houſe; referred to the mode of return. In 
order to put an end to compromiſes, &c. he ſhould propoſe 
that each County or Riding ſhould be divided into grand di- 
" viſions, each of which ſhould return one repreſentative. 
The only other alteration which he had to propoſe in the 
county repreſentation related to the qualification of electors. 
The right of election, inſtead of being confined to free- 
| Holders, as it now is, he thought ſhould be extended to copy- 
| holders and leaſcholders, who are bound to pay a certain an- 
nual rent a certain number of years. Theſe were all the 
alterations which he had to propoſe in the county repreſenta- 
tion. The reform which he had to propoſe in the other 
branch of repreſentation was of a much more extenſive na- 
ture. He ſhould propoſe that the remaining four hundred 
members ſhould be returned by one deſcription of perſons, 
which was houſeholders. He did not conceive that it would 
be difficult in the preſent, as it had been found eaſy in other 
inſtances, to aſcertain the various proportions of population 
In the different counties. He did not propoſe, however, that 
theſe proportions ſhould be accurately obſerved, but that they | 
ſhould be regulated by local circumſtances , for inſtance, 
that great towns, ſuch as the metropolis, ſhould require a 
| „„ greater 
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greater number of electors to return a repreſentative, than in 


places where the population was more ſcattered, otherwiſe 
the populous towns would obtain a too great local aſcen- 


dancy. It was a part of his plan that the country thould be 
divided into different diviſions, and that, if poſſible, one 

rſon ſhould. not be permitted to vote for more than one 
member of Parliament. This ſcheme neceſſarily involved a 
great number of ſubordinary details, into which it was im- 
pollible for him to enter. . In order to prevent expence, the 
poll ought to be'taken through the whole kingdom at one 


time. This was the general outline of the plan which he had. 


to propoſe. To ſtate that it could obtain any thing like ex- 


actneſs at once, or that it was.not liable to great difficulties | 
in the execution, would be preſumptuous and fooliſh in the 


extreme. But he flattered himſelf it was. not liable to any 
inſuperable or fundamental objections. Upon this plan the 
land-owner would find his property ſuitably repreſented. The 


merchant would find ſupport in the houſcholders, and men of 
reſpectability and talents in the different profeſſions would 


find a fair door open for getting into Parliament. The only 
perſons whom he would with to exclude from that Houſe 
were men who were neither poſſeſſed of landed property, nor 


engaged in commercial enterprize, nor profeſſors of any par- 


ticular ſcience; but men who, without property, without 
induſtry, and without talents,” obtained ſeats in the Houſe of 


Commons, by the influence of great men, for the purpoſe, 
as he ſaid before, not of conſulting for the good of the people, 
but of promoting their own intereſts. If this would be the 


ſituation of the electors, what would be the ſituation of the 
elected? They would hold their ſeats, not on the baſis of uni- 
verſal ſuffrage, but of univerſal repreſentation. The qualifi- 


cation would be ſo fixed, that no man, however mean, might 
not hope by hoveſt induſtry and fair exertions, to obtain a 


feat in the Houſe of Commons. And he begged to ſay that, 


when a man arrived at the reſpeQable ſituation of bein 

father, and conſequently maſter of a family, having given 
hoſtages, as it were, to ſocicty, as an aſſurance of his intereſt 
in its weltare, was not unworthy of a ſhare in the legiflations. 
of his country. In order to carry this plan into effect, he 
ſhould move for leave to bring in a bill, which he ſhould not 


propoſe to paſs this ſeſſion, but which ſhould be brought in, 


lie over for diſcuſſion during the ſummer, and be decided 
upon in the courſe of next ſeſſion. There was ſtill another 


topic upon which he had not touched, namely, the duration 


„„ VF . 
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of Parliament. If this reform in the repreſentation was 
adopted but not otherways, it occurred to him that the dura- 
tion of Parliament ſhould be limited to three years. Having 
thus ſtated the outline of the plan, there remained little 
more for him to trouble the Houſe with. One objection had 
always been made to-a motion for reform, when he had 
brought it forward, viz. that it was an improper time to agi- 
tate the queſtion. So far from this appearing to him to be 
an objection on the preſent occaſion, the time was one of 
the greateſt inducements he had for bringing it forward. If 
he had had any doubts before upon this point, they would 
have been removed by the change which had taken place in 
the ſentiments of many perſons of reſpectability who 
formerly diſapproved of the ſubſtance of the meaſure, and 
doubted much its propriety, and whoſe ſupport he looked 
for on that evening. But there were conſiderations of much 
greater weight, In what ſituation were we placed? In 
| proſperity we were told that there was no need for reform, 
and though the honourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) at one 
time contended for the neceſſity of the recurrence to the evils 
of the American war, he forgot his promiſe upon coming 
into power. At preſent we were in a ſtate which, God 
knows, was far, very tar, removed from proſperity. He 
would aſk then, whether, in the preſent ſtate of unexampled 
calamity, the country could go on in its preſent ſcale of ex- 
pence without a check being given to thoſe who had the 
direction of public affairs? If the preſent Houſe of Com- 
mons had brought us near the end of our reſources, what 
could prevent our total ruin, but a change in the conſtitu- 
tion of that Houſe? When he looked abroad and ſurveyed. 
the face of Europe, there was no object which to him ap- 
pearcd fo deſirable to an Engliſhman attached to the conſti- 
tution of his country as a reſpectable and independent Houſe 
of Commons, ſpeaking the ſentiments, and conſulting for 
the intereſt of the nation at large. In France a revolution 
had taken place, the principles of which, at leaſt in which 
it originated, whatever others might think of them, he 
ſhoutd always defend. Stained it certainly had been by 
enormities, but Miniſters themſelves had confeſſed that or- 
der was reſtored, and that they had aſked pardon of God and 


man. For his own part he entertained a ſanguine hope that, 


in the end, it would tend to the diffuſion of liberty and rational 


knowledge all over the world. With this revolution, then, 
how wache che people of this 9 to be governed? The 
Conſtitution 
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Conſtitution ought to be reſtored to them, and when every 


abuſe was reformed. the ſyſtem would leave them nothing to 


regret. If you look to Ireland, you find the attairs in that 
country were every day becoming more alarming. God grant, 


ſaid he, that a convulſion may not happen, but it can only be 


prevented by meaſures of reform and conciliation. If ſuch an 
event ſhould unfortunately take place in that country, would 
it not, he aſked, be wiſe to prevent all ground for diſcontent in 


this, by removing in time every juſt caule of com ant! How 


is it poſſible that the Houſe could poſſeſs the confidence of the 


people, after having ſuffered the country to incur diſgrace after 
_ diſgrace. After being brought to the verge, if not into the 
gulph of bankruptcy, without witnefing one effort on the part 


of its Repreſentatives to wipe off the ſtaius it Nas received, or 


a 


to ſave it from approaching ruin? Was it believed that their 


debates in that Houſe were conducted with a view to the pub- 


lic good? He admitted, for the fake of argument, that the fide 
of the Houſe with which he had the honour to act, were no 
more actuated than the other by motives of a pure diſintereſted 
nature, though while he made the admiſſion, his conſcience ac- 
quitted him of the crime. Was it not in every one's mouth 
that the object of the one party was to keep their places, and 


of the other to ſupplant them? And if ſuch an opinion was 
entertained, how is it compatible with reſpect ? Theſe were the 
motives which induced him to ſubmit to the Houſe the motion 


which he ſhould have the honour to propoſe. There was one 


other point, which was perſonal to himſelf, and upon which, 


perhaps, he ought not at all to trouble the Houſe. As long as 


he held a ſeat in that Houſe he ſhould think himſelf bound to 
perform the duty he owed to his conſtituents ; but he conſider. 
ed it as unneceſſary any longer:to expoſe himſelf to that ob- 


loquy which he had ſuſtained in Ifting the part which he 
found himſelf called upon to take in the diſcuſſions of that 
Houſe. Sceing calamityſucceed calamity, and that every ef- 


fort of his had hitherto beemineffectual in ſtemming the tide of 
misfortune, he deſpaired of a continuance of his efforts being 
more ſucceſsful. Though he ſhould always be preſent, there- 


fore, in future, to vote for or againſt any meaſures by which the 
intereſts of his conſtituents might be affected, after this night 
he ſhould not think proper to, trouble the Houſe. He con- 
cluded with moving for leave to bring in a Bilbto amend the 


Repreſentation of the People in the Houſe of Commans. 


Mr. Erſkine.—l rife to ſecond the motion of mWvnvarable. 


Friend; and, though I might content myſelf with faying that 
1dofo, reſting upon the reaſons and principles which he has 
| mY | | 8 eee x" 8 | 
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fo ably det: d, and which hae always been mine alſo; yet 
I cannot at. this awful and momentous criſis, with propriety 
purſue that courſe. The principles upon waichy we maintain 
the cauſe of the people of Englaiid, and indeed the vniverſa] 
liberties of mankind, have been fo frequently and {candalonly 
miſrepretented, that I owe it to my country n to myſelf to 


Face diſtinctly the motives of my cm. luck. I will do it with 


firmneſs, and with a moſt fixed determination to follow wp by 
my actions all that 1 ſhall profels. 
There are three queſtions for confideration ar iſing out of the 
motion which has been made: — Firſt, Whether the Houle of 
Commons, in its prefent frame and conſtitution, fulfils the 


ends of its office in the Britiſh Government, ſo as to render any 


Change in it inexpedient? Secondly, Whether, ſuppoſing are- 

form in Parliament to be neceſſary, the ſpeciſie propofition ſub- 

mitted to the Houle appears 10 be {alutary, praCticable, and 
adapted to cure the eviis complained of fo as to entitle it to 
the ulterior conſideration of the Houle in the form of a Bill to 
be brought before us? Thirdly, Whether, ſuppoſing a reform 
of Parliament to be expedient, and the propoſition made by the 

motion, to be worthy of conſideration, the preſent moment 15 
ſeaſonable for entertaining it? 

I will offer what L have to ſay on each of theſe point in a 
very few words. In examining whether the pieſent Conſti- 
tution of the Houſe fulfils its office in the Governtnent, it is 
neceſſary to reflect what the office and character of the Houſe 
of Commons really is in genuine theory, and in original prac- 
tice. Its office is to balance the other branches of the Govern- 
ment, to watch with jealouſy over the Executive Power, 


which, for the ends of good and active government, ought to 


be ſo ſtrong and powerful, and to protect alſo the popular pri- 
vileges againſt the encroachments of ariſtocratie influence and 
authority. That the Houſe of Commons once fulfilled this 
office is certain, That all our liberties were ſecured and eſtab- 
liſhed by its conſtant exerciſe, is acknowledged. We recollect, 
with pride and triumph, the glorious exertions of our {atheis 
within theſe walls. When tyranny was, century after cen- 
tury, combated and de ieated, aud the liberties of England, and 
of the world eſtabliſhed. 't mas be aſked, wherefore it is. that 
when the Houſe of Commons, in its preſent frame, has fo ba- 
lanced the Crown, and fo reared the Britiſh Government 
from infancy to maturity, it is now inſufficient and unqual- 
fied ſtil] to preſerve it? The anſwer is a plam one. W hilft 
the people of England were engaged in 1 ſtruggle for their l- 
berties againſt a powerful and arbitrary executive, acting by 
prerogatihe, 
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prerogative, and not by influence and corruption, it was enough 
that there was a Houſe of Commons. Whoever ſent the 
members, they had, when aſſembled, a common intereſt with 
the whole body of the nation. Common danger united them 
againſt the crown, and they had nothing to buy off individuals from 
the performance of their duty to the whole. When the crown. 
could not buy this Houle it was driven to curd 1ts privileges. 
This made the Houle as one man, and the Repreſentatives of 
ten, or of ten thouſand, had the ſame ſpirit and the ſame intereſts 
on all political objects. But human eſtabliſhments are not 
formed for immortality; they muſt change inſenſibly with the 
inſenlible changes in human affairs, or they muſt periſh by 
violence. The Revolution and its conſequences in the erec- 
tion of a mighty empire and a vaſt revenue, has totally changed 
the face of things. The Crown, inſtead of being balanced and 


curbed in this Houſe, has, during the greateſt part of this cen- 
tury, erected its ſtandard within theſe walls, and thrown the 


privileges of the people into the ſcale of the prerogative to go- 
vern the nation at pleaſure without any controul at all. So 


far, indeed. is the Houſe of Commons from being a controul 
upon the Crown, that it is the great engine of its power. The 
Crown by appearing to act with the conſent of the people 


through their Repretentatives, though in fact by its own in- 
fluence, is enabled to carry on a ſyſtem which the moſt abſo- 
lute Prince in our hiſtory could not have faſtened upon Eng- 
land tor centuries paſt. Taking this propoſition in the ab- 
tract, who {hall now be found to queſtion it? The moſt ce- 


lebrated commentators upon our laws have been compelled to 
lament it publicly in their writings on the Conſtitution, and 
Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, with all his leanings to the Crown, 
has fair ly confefled that ſuch a ſyſtem could not have been in- 


tended by our patriot anceſtors, who had ſtruggled to curb the 
prerogative, but by an unaccountable want of foreſight, had 
eſtabliſhed a principle more dangerous in its ſtead. So ſaid the 
illuſtrious Lord Chatham, the virtuous Sir G. Savile, and the 


learned Lord Camden. Theſe laſt great authorities were 
however reformers, and we know that the wiſeſt men were 
ſometimes ſeduced by their prejudices and opinions to'puſh. 
their obſervations beyond the mark. Let me look, therefore, 


for a witneſs without exception, a witneſs to whoſe. competency 
the preſent Miniſters can take no exception, and who, as he 
abhorred reform, muſt be ſuppoſed to have diſcloſed unwilling- 

ly the diſgraces of Parliament. Hear his opinion upon the of- 
fice of Parliament, and the ſhameful departure from it in 
practice, and then let every man look into the glaſs of his own 


_ conſcience, 
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conſcience, and let the Houle, if it can bear the picture, ſay, 
whether it be like us at this hour. 


Whatever alterations time and the neceſſary accommodation of buſineſs may have 
intr duced, this character can never be ſuſtained, unleſs the Houſe of Commons 
hall be made to bear ſome ſtamp of the actual diſpofition of the people at large. 
It would (among public misfortunes) be an evil more nu ural and tolerable, that the 
Houſe of Commons ſhould be infected with every epidemical phrenſy of the peo- 
ple, as this would indicate ſome confanguiaity, ſome ſympathy of nature with their 
conflituents, tha: that they ſhould in all caſes be wholly untouched by the opinions 
and feelings of the people out of doors. By this want of ſympathy they would 
ceaſe to be a Houſe of Commons ; for it is not the derivation of the power of that 
Houſe from the people Which makes it, in 2 diſtinct ſenfe, their repreſentative. | 
For the King is the repreſentative of the people; (o are the Lords; and fo are the 
Judges. For they all are truſtees of the people, as well as the Commons; becauſe 
no power is given for the ſole ſake of the holder: and, although Government cer- 
tainly is an inſtitution of Divine authority, yet its forms, and the peripns who ad- 
_ miniſter it, all originate from the As 

A popular origin cannot, therefore, be the characteriſtical diſtinction of a popu- 
lar repreſentative, which belongs cqually to all parts of Government, and in all 
forms. The virtue, ſpirit, and eſſa e of a Houſe of Commons conſiſts in its being 
the expreſs image of the feelings of the nation. It was not inftituted to be a controul 
upon the people, as of late it has been taught, by a doctrine of the moſt pernicious 
tendency, but as a controul for the people. Other inftitutions have been formed 
for the purpoſe of checking popular exceſſes; and they are, I apprehend, fully ade- 
quate to their object. If not, they ought to be made ſo. But the Houſe of Com- 
mons, as it was never intended for the ſupport of peace and ſabordination, is mi- 
ferably appointed for that ſervice; having no ſtronger weapon than its mace, and no 
better officer than its Serjeant at Arms, which it can command of its own proper 
authority. A vigilant and jealous eye over executory and judicial magiſtracy ; an 
anxious care of public money; an opeuneſs, approaching towards facility, to public 
complaint :—theſe' ſcem to be the true characteriſtics of a Houſe of Commons. 
But an addreſſing Houſe of Commons, and a petitioning nation; a Houſe of Com- 
mons full of confidence, when the nation is plunged in deſpair ; in the utmoſt har- 
mony with Miniſters, whom the people regard with the utmoſt abhorrence; who 
vote thanks, when the public opinion calls upon them for impeachments; who are 
| eager to grant, when the general voice demands reckoning and account; who, in 
all diſputes between the people and Adminiftration, preſume againſt the people; 
Who puniſh their diforders, but refuſe even to enquire into the provocations to them: 
inn is an e A monſtrous ſtate of things in this Conſtitution F. - 


"His, this is in plain Englith the degraded, diſgraceful ſtate 
of this r at this moment. There was a time, and! it 


+ Mr. Burke's Pamphlet. 


has 
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has undergone no improvement fince, when the honourable 
Gentleman admitted this to be the truth. He admitted during 
the American war what he denies to maintain his own war, 


˙Bꝝbeen often ſaid, that the American war was at firſt the war 
dA ot the people. No 2 it was, as every act of Government 
wuoͤill be popular hien does not proceed merely from the 


— crown, but begins with the general ſanction of the people's 
| repreſentatives. "The crown ſecures all the men of influence, 


the people with them until they are brought at laſt to their 
ſenſes by calamity and impending ruin. My propoſition, 
therefore, is, that with the management of the mighty reve» 
nue in the hands of the Crown, and taking-into conſideration 
the manner in which the members of the Houſe are elected. 
9 the Houſe of Commons has totally loſt its original office and 
character as a balance againſt the crown. The ſpirit which 
= the right honourable Gentleman himſelf raiſed on that ſub- 
ect began to ſhew itſelf again a few years ago—and my 
hon. Friend and I thinking then, as we think till, that the 
only mode of giving that ſpirit a ſafe direction, and preſerv- 
ing the tranquillity of the nation and the World, was to give 
into Engliſhmen the bleflings of their own government as the 
EET ſureſt antidote againſt viſionary theories which conſtantly 
7 riſe out of the heat of all revolutionary movements. He 
therefore propoſed, and I ſeconded, a motion for the Reform 
ef Parliament. We did ſo on the 3oth day of March, 1793. 
It was rejected by a vaſt majority, and al! who countenanced 
be cauſe of reform were ſtigmatiſed and oppreſſed. The 
ppirit of our criminal laws was charged to ſcourge them 
Lg fand inſtead of lenity and conceſſion, a general ſyſtem of coer- 
£10n was adopted, and the war, as part of that ſyſtem, was 
bndertaken to coerce France. The object of Miniſters was, 
Wt ſeems, to maintain the ſubordination of the laws, to up- 


Pgular ſyſtem of things. What has been the conſequence ? 
the purſuit of this new mode of ſupporting monarchical 
Wtabliſhments, they have abſolutely changed, and are hourly 
anging, into Republican eſtabliſhment the whole face of 
earth; and in ſupport of public credit they have broke 
5M | 3 | the 


33" Does any man now doubt that the Conſtitution of this Houſe 
was the cauſe of war with America, of the diſmemberment 
of the empire which followed it, and of all the portentous 
ZPũäia conſequences which have ſince crouded in its train. It has 


property, and conſideration in Parliament; and they carry 


bold public credit, and to maintain, as they ſtyled it, the 
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the Bank; and in purſuit of public order, and in mainte- 
nance of what they call the conſtitution, they are driving 
Ireland, as America was formerly driven, to ſeek for eman- 
eipation in the arms of Ftance---and it the preſent ſyſtem be 
purſued longer, I maintain that what Ireland is at this mo- 


ment, England will ſhortly be. All this portentous ſcene is 


chargeable on the laſt Parliament. No Minifter ob. the 
Crown could have accomplithed the ruin of the country 


without a compliant and corruptly deyoted infatuated Houſe 


of Commons. I maintain that if upon the day that our 
former motion for a reform was rejected, which was about 


the beginning of the career of his Majeſty's Miniſters; I 
maintain that if the moſt arbitrary and rapacious tyrant that 


ever afflicted mankind by his ambition, had invaded and con- 
queted England, he could not, conſiſtently with common 
policy or prudence, in the diſpoſition. of What he had fubju- 
| | WO and appropriated, have leant fo heavily upon all the 
. Jprings of national induſtry, or ſo dried up the reſources of 
poſteri ity for ages to come, as the late Parliament has done 
under the title of guardians of our proſperity. I maintain 
that Gingis Khan would in wiſdom have reſtrained from rai- 
fing 200 millions ſterling upon this conquered iſland in the 
ſpace of four years; and I maintain that he could not have 
been ſo beſotted as to have ſtirred up the conquered to revolt 
"againſt his authority by arbitrary laws, by public bank- 
ruptey, and a total proſeription of that character of freedom 
which had for ages belonged to a people; and J maintain, 
laſtly, that I believe the count ry would have died to a man 
rather than have ſubmitted to what they are are now ſinking 
under, amidſt that ſtupefaction and proſtration of ſtrength and 
. energy which the baſeneſs of corruption never failed to produce 
in the declines of nations, from the beginning of the world. 
But let ſuch governments know that in ſome new form or 


other, the original rights of mankind will ſurely be re- 


aſſumed, and the monuments of tyranny and injuſt ce be 
_ overthrown! The next matter is, whether the plan propoſed 
in the outline by my honourable Friend, is'worthy of fur- 


ther examination by the Houſe? The queſtion to day, is not 


Whether it ſhall be adopted, but whether it ſhall be received 
for adoption or rejeQion ?—The firſt thing to be conſidered 
1 whether it chreatens the ſtability of the Government, 
when it comes ſpontancqufly from the Government itſelf 25 


an act of grace and wiſdom? The repreſentation of in 
WII! 
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will continue, only that it will be more widely diffuſed and 
extend itſelf more equally ; no good reaſon can be now aſ- 
ſigned for the excluſion of copyholders, their eſtates only 
differ from freeholds in the form of conveyance, and the 
privileges of Lords, merely as privileges of property uncon- 


need with authenticity; leaſeholders of a certain value and 


for a certain term, which amounts to property, are in the 

ſame ſituation ; with regard to inhabitants, houſeholders, 
paying ſcot and lot, taking them through all their gradations 
of rank and property, how is a people better to be deſcrib- 
ed? Are the balances of the great likely to be ſhaken by the 
| repreſentatives of all the lands, and the inhabitants of all the 
houſes in England, connected as they are by a million of in- 


terſecting intereſts with the public credit and ſtability of the 


government? Is it meant that all the houſeholders of England 
are to be governed againſt their will, and that the Engliſh 


Conſtitution is to be protruded upon them by force? If then 


the balances of the Government will not be ſhaken, others 
aſſert that ſuch a Parliament will not be better or different 


from the preſent. . I cloſe with theſe who ſay ſo, and if 1 
were ſure of it, I would ſtill be for the change; as a Govern- 
ment with the confidence of the people is better than no 


Government at all. What is the vice and danger of the 
time, as it is ſtated, by thoſe who rule at this moment? Is 


it not a contempt of the authorities of Government, and a 


ſpirit of diſaffection to the Parliament of the kingdom? 


What cure for ſuch an evil can be ſuggeſted by the wit or wiſ- 


dom of man, ſo efficacious as to make the Parliament emanate 
from the people; to make it the creature of their own creation? 


Who ĩis to raiſe ſedition againſt ſuch a Government? As we had 


lately a national conſpiracy without conſpirators, we are now 
to look for rebellion without rebels! There is one part of 


the country in which I muſt feel a very lively intereſt, and 


of which my honourable Friend ſaid nothing. I will ven- 
ture to ſay that there is no place to which the extenſion of 
the principle of the plan would be received with more kind- 
neſs, or produce a more grateful affection, to the Conſtitu- 
tion, than in Scotland. The laſt point of all, and certainly 
the moſt momentous. Is the propoſition ſeaſonable ſuppo- 
ſing it to be juſt? —My opinion is, that-it is ſingularly and 
critically ſeaſonable. The nation ſtands at preſent in a moſt 
perilous predicament, and Government is driten to call upon 
the {poopie for greater exertions than at any former times, 


Vor. III. 1797. N ; 2 M a Burthens, 
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Burthens, which in ſpeculation appeared too impraQiicable, 


are to be carried into practical effect. This muſt be either 
done by coercion or by affection, and this is the moment for 


the choice. When you are the voluntary givers you can 


command the limits of What you give, and fix the qualifica- 


tions of the gift. But if diſcontent ariſes, and it is brought 
forward as a demand, you are diſrobed of all choice. or de- 
liberation. I declare ſolemnly that I think there is no alter- 


native between a reform by which the nation may be made 
| happy, and a revolution which will involve it in blood and 


: Tuin. I think I have, from the accidents of my life, as 


great opportunities as any man of judging of the probable 


effect of this lenient proceedings. I believe it would give 


general ſatisfaction; that it would unite all who are divided, 
and create a general ſpirit to bear up againſt the calamities 
which preſs upon us. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſpoke nearly, as follows.— 
Feeling Sir, as I do the danger with which the preſent pro- 
poſition is attended, upon the. grounds upon. which it has 
been ſupported, and in the. circumſtances in which it has 


been brought forward, I am very deſirous, 'as early as poſ- 
ſible in the debate, to ſtate the reaſons by which I am de- 


termined to give it my moſt decided oppoſition. The hon. 


Gentleman who introduced the motion, began with dil. 


claiming very diſtinctly, and, as far he went, very ſatis- 


factorily, all thoſe abſtract principles of impreſcriptible 


right, all thoſe doctrines of the Rights of Man, on which 
| thoſe without doors, who are moſt eager in their profeſſions 
of attachment to the cauſe which he now ſupports, reſt the 
propriety of their demand, and upon Which alone they would 
be contented with any ſpecies of Parliamentary. Reform. 
The right hon. Gentleman denies the truth of that principle 
that preſcribes any particular form of Government, as that 
which is eſſential to freedom; or that univerſal ſuffrage is ne- 
ceſſary to civil liberty; or, "that i it even mult depend upon 
that light which the revolution of France has let in upon 
the world, and from which, however, he derives. hopes of ſo 
much advantage to the general happineſs of mankind. But, 
in diſclaiming theſe views of the queſtion, and i in placing it 
upon the footing of the practical benefit it was calculated to 
produce, the honourable Gentleman did not ſtate all the con- 
. fiderations by which the conduct of a wiſe ſtateſman was to 
be ah and the judgment of an upright ſenator 2 

| | t 5 gui cd. 
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guided. The queſtion is not merely, whether ſome alteration 7 
might or might not be attended with advantage; but it is 
the degree of advantage which that alteration is likely to ef- 
fe& in the ſhape in which it is introduced; the miſchief. 
which may be occaſioned from not adopting the meaſure, 
and the chance, on the other hand, of producing by the al- 
teration an effect upon thoſe to whom you give way, very 
different from that Which had induced you to hazard the ex- 
periment. Theſe are the conſiderations which the ſubject 
5 ought to embrace, and the views upon which impartial men 
muſt decide. Before we adopt the concluſions of the right 
| honourable Gentleman, we have a right, it is even impoſed 
5 upon us as a duty, to take into our view as a leading object, 
What probability there is by encouraging the particular 
made of attaining that union, or of effecting that ſeparation 
of the friends of moderate reform, and the determined ene- 
miaies to the Conſtitution, which they conceive it calculated 
2 to-produce; we mult conſider the danger of introducing an 
eevvil of a much greater magnitude than that we are now. 
deſirous to repair; and how far it is prudent to give an 
opening for thoſe. principles which aim at nothing leſs then 
the total annihilation of the Conſtitution. The honourable 
2 and learned Gentleman who ſeconded the motion, had ſaid, 
that thoſe who. formerly ſupported Parliamentary Reform, 
had ſown the ſeeds of that eagerneſs for Parliamentary Re- 


form, which was now diſplayed, and of the principles on — 

1 which it was now preſſed; he thinks that thoſe who have q 
TT ever ſupported the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform upon þ 

IS FRE grounds of practical advantage, mult not oppoſe thoſe who 

RT have nothing in common with them, but the name of Re- a 

0 form, make that the cover for objects widely different, and 1 

5 5 ſupport that pretence which they aſſume upon principles 5 1 

ple = diametrically oppoſite to thoſe upon which thoſe who were 1 

hat friendly to the cauſe of reform ever proceeded. Will the 

ner = bonourable Gentlemen who made, or the learned Gentleman 

pon = who ſeconded the motion, ſay that thoſe men who contend, 

pol as an indiſpenſible point, for univerſal ſuffrage; that thoſe 

of ſo who hold doctrines which go to the extinction of every 

But, branch of the Conſtitution, becauſe they think it convenient 

ing n do ayail themſelves of the pretence of Parliamentary Reform, 

0 ass the firſt ſtep towards the attainment of their own Views, 

Con- . 


and as facilitating their progreſs; that thoſe who, though 

they condeſcended to take advantage of the co-operation of 

boſe who ſuppayt the cauſe of reform in this Houſe, yet 
= 2 M 2 ; have 
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have never applied to Parliament, and who would not even 
receive as a boon, what they contend for as a right; can it 
ſeriouſly be ſaid, that ſuch men as theſe have embarked in 


the cauſe, or have proceeded on the principles of thoſe, who 


upon far different grounds, and for far different objects, have 
moved this important queſtion? Will they fay, that thoſe 
men have adopted the principles or followed the courſe, of 
thoſe who formerly have agitated the cauſe of reform, who 
have avowedly borrowed their political creed from the doc- 
trines of the Rights of Man, from the writings of Thomas 
Paine, from the monſtrous and deteſtable ſyſtem of the 


French Jacobins and affiliated ſocieties, from that proud, 


ſhallow, and preſumptuous philoſophy, which pretending to 

communicate new lights to mankind has carried theoretical 
abſurdity higher than the wild imaginations of the moſt ex- 
travagant viſionaries ever conceived, and carried practical 


evil to an extent which no age or hiſtory his equalled? Will 


it be ſaid that thoſe men purſued only that practical advan- 


tage, which a reform upon principles conſonant to the Bri- 


' tiſh Conftitution was calculated to aford, who ſaw without 
emotion the deteſtable theories of the Jacobins developed in 
the deſtructive ravage which marked their progreſs, and 


| their practical effects in the bloody tragedies which were 


acted on the theatre of France, and who till adhered to their 

| ſyſtem of indefeaſible right, when they ſaw ſuch overwhelm- 
Ing proofs'of its theoretical falſehood, and of its baleful ten- 
dency? Will it be believed that thoſe men are actuated by prin- 
cijples conſonan to the ſpirit of the Britiſh Conſtitution, who, 
with the exception of the pretence of Parliamentary Reform, 
adopted all the forms of French political ſyſtems, who fol- 
lowed them through all their conſequences, who looked upon 
the ravage which they ſpread through all laws, religion, and 


property, without ſhrinking from their praQical effect, and 
who deemed the horrors with which it was attended, as 


the triumphs of their ſyſtem? Can we believe, that men 


who remained unmoved- by the diſmal example which 
their principles had produced, whoſe pretenſions roſe and 


fell with the ſucceſs or the decline of Jacobiniſm in every 


part of the world, were ever actuated by a ſimilarity of 


motives and of objects, with thoſe who proſecuted the 


cauſe of reform as a practical advantage, and maintained it 


ih l upon conſtitutional views * The utmoſt point of differ- 
enca, indeed, that ever ſubſiſted between thoſe who ſup- 


Ported, and thoſe who oppoſed the queſtion of reform, 
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previous to the French Revolution, which forms a new æra in p 
in politics, and in the hiſtory of the World, was union and con- 
cert in compariſon with the views of thoſe who maintained that 
queſtion upon grounds of expediency, and thoſe who aſſert it 
as a matter of right. The queſtion then was between thoſe 
who contended, whether the means propoſed were calculated 


to infuſe new vigour into the Conſtitution ; the object with | 
thoſe who affect a Parliamentary Reform upon French prin- 


ciples, is the ſhorteſt way to compals its utter deſtruction. 


From the period when the new and alarming æra of the French 


Revolution broke in upon the world, and the doctrines which 


it uſhered into light laid hold of the minds of men, I found 


that the grounds upon which the queſtion reſted were eſſen- 


tially and fundamentally altered. Whatever may have been: 


my former opinion, am ] to be told that] am inconſiſtent; 70% 


W 


feel that it is better to forego the advantage which any altera- 
tion may be calculated to produce, rather than afford an inlet 
to principles with which no compromiſe can be made, rather 

than hazard the utter annihilation of a ſyſtem under which 
\.. this country has flouriſhed in its proſperity, by which it hjas 
been ſupported in its adverſity,” and by the energy and vigoutr 
of which it has been enabled to recover from the difficulties 
and diſtreſſes with which it has had to contend. In the warmitii of 
argument upon this ſubject, the honourable and learned (jen- 
tleman has conceived himſelf at liberty to aſſume a propoſition, 
which was not only unſupported by reaſoning, but even con- 


tradicted by his own ſtatements; the learned gentleman aſſum- 
ed that it was neceſſary to adopt the moderate Reform propoſed; 


in order to ſeparate thoſe whom fuch a plan would ſatisfy from 
thoſe who would be ſatisfied with none; but who, I contend, 
by means of this, would only labour to attain the complete ob- 


ject of their withes in the annihiliation of the Conſtitution. 


Thoſe men who treat Parliament as an uſurpation, aud Mo- 


narchy as an invaſion of the Rights of Man, would not receive 


a Reform which was not the recognition of their right, and 


which they would conſider as vitiated if conveyed, in any ↄther 


ſhape. Though ſuch men had availed themſelves of the aid 


would they be contented with this ſpecies of Reform as am ulti- 
mate object? But do the honourable and learned Gentleman 


mean to aſſume that thoſe who are the friends of moderate Re- 


of thoſe who ſupported Parliamentary Reform on other grqunds, 


form, and I know not how ſuch a wiſh has been expreſſed at - 
| all, muſt remain confounded with thoſe whom no Reform:will 


ſatisfy, unleſs ſome meaſure like the preſent is adopted? Where 


th has ſuch a'with for moderate Reform been- expreſſed x If thoſe | 


' who 


F 
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who are even thought to entertain ſentiment, favourable to that a 
cauſe have cheriſhed them in. ſilence, if they have abſtained 

{1 from preſſing them at a moment when they would have ſerved 

only to promote the views of thoſe who, wiſhed to anihilate, 1 
not to reform, is it to be apprehended that any ill effects will | 1 


enſue, unleſs you adopt ſome expedient to.diſtinguiſh the mo- 
derate Reformer from the deſperate foe? This, however, is 
the main argument of the learned Gentleman, which he has 
put into a thouſand different ſhapes, I do not believe, how- 
ever, that the temper of moderate Reformers will lead them to 
make common cauſe with the irreconcileable enemies of the 
Conſtitution. If there are really many who may be ranked as 
maderate Reformers, it is at leaſt probable that they feel the 
force of the danger which J have flated, that they think it 
wiſer to check their wiſhes than to riſk the inlet of Jacobin 
principles, and the imprudence of affording to the enemies of 
the Conſtitution the means of accompliſhing its deſtruQion, 
Has there been, however, any deciſive maniteſtation of their 
deſires, or is there reaſon to believe, that diſappointed in their 
wiſhes, they will be immediately driven beyond the, bounds of 
duty to the Conftitution ? If there is no ſecurity that thoſe 
whoſe views have already pointed beyond Reform will be re- 
called to better ſentiments, if there are even certain grounds to 
believe that they will merely employ any reform that may be 
introduced as a ſtep towards realizing their own ſyſtem, upon 
what pretence can the preſent meafure be held out as calculat- 
ed to reconcile thoſe men to the Conſtitution ? From the con- 
duct of Gentlemen on the other fide, it is obvious that they do 
not conceive. any deciſive manifeſtation of the wiſhes of the 
People for a moderate Reform being now introduced to have 
taken place. My reafon for ſuch an opinion is this, we have 
feen that the Gentlemen in Oppofition have not been deficient 
in their efforts to procure every expreſſion of the public con- 
currence in the objects for which they have contended. From 
their own account theſe efforts have not been unſueceſsful; — 
but ſuppoſing that no efforts of theirs had heen employed, and . 
hai to the ſpontaneous impulſe of the people themſelves are to 
be aſcribed the Petitions which have been voted in different 
quarters, to a degree indeed, in their opinion, io decide the 
ſenſe of the country to be in favour of an iinmediate peace, and 
the removal of Miniſters ; it follows, that thoſe who have pre- 
fented ſuch Petitions, have not felt, or the exertions of Oppolt- 
tion have not been able to excite, any expreſſion of that opinion 
they have ſo often urged, that no change of men, without a 
charge of ſyſtem, would lead to any permanent good. It 1 
r . ; not 
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a meaſure which, ſo far from being neceſſary to ſatisfy men 
friendly to moderate Reform, they have not, in any ſhape, 
| expreſſed a with to obtain, Before the practical expediency of 
this meaſure then comes to be diſcuſſed, the practical neceflity 
of ſach a meaſure muſt be eſtabliſhed. In this proof, how- 
ever, the honourable and learned Gentlemen have failed, I. 


the ſtatements of the honourable Gentlemen. Indeed, I muſt 
obſerve that every thing urged upon this topic, was nothi 

more than aſſertion. The calamities and difficulties under, 
which the country labours, the war with France, and inroads 


ly been adopted. I boldly contend, however, that in the origin 
novelty of the conteſt,” and the nature of the enemy, forced ug 


were neceſſary bulwarks for the defence of the Conſtitution, 
the feelings of the People went uniformly along with the con- 
aͤuct of Parliament. I will venture to affert, without the fear 
of contradiction, that in no time when the tide of proſperity. 
began to turn in favour of this country, when the nation began 
to recover from the ſtruggles and from the burthens of the 
American War, when year after year, the ſources of public 
wealth and individual happineſs were increaſing and extending, 
_ had the funCtions of Parliament been more congenial to the 


gles to which we were obliged'to ſubmit in the preſent conteſt, 
many and ſerious calamities, I do not diſpute; calamities, how- 
ever, much leſs ſevere. in their effects than thoſe which have 
been undergone by countries acting upon a different ſyſtem, 
It has indeed been urged, and with no ordinary degree of per- 
ſeverance, that the voice of the nation is againſt the proceed · 
ings of Government; that, however, is more a matter of opi- 
nion than of fact, and every man will naturally judge of the 
_ credit that ought to attach to ſuch an aſſertion, from the ſenti- 

ments which are expreſſed in the circle of his own acquaint- 
ance, and from his perſonal enquiries on the ſubject. But I. 
by the vigorous proſecution of hoſtilities, the ſyſtem purſued by 


ſyſtem 


not appear then, that there is any call upon the Houſe to adopt 


need not, therefore, go into the ſtate of the country to refute 


upon the Conſtitution, the profuſion of public expenditure, 

were the topics upon which they inſiſted, and which they ſaid 
would have been avoided if Parliamentary Reform had former- 
of the war, in the efforts to an unparalleled extent, which the 


to exert; that in what they call inroads, and which we contend 


feelings of the People, than in the painful yet neceſſary ſtrug= 


That the nation has ſuffered, during the progreſs of the war, 


more a matter of opi- 0 


s own acquaint- 


will undertake to ſay, that at the preſent moment, amidſt all 
the difficulties and embarraſſments, unavoidably occafioned 


Parliament in ſupport of the meaſures of Government, is the 
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ſyſtem of the People; and Parliament at no period poſſeſſed in : 
a more ample degree the confidence of the country than it doe 1 
now. [A partial laugh, and a cry of Hear, hear !] ED | be 
The honourable Gentleman may be diſpoſed to controvert =_ 

this opinion, but I am ſure he cannot maintain the contrary = 
with more ſincerity or more perfect conviction, than I advance = 

what I now aſſert. The right honourable Gentleman, the "- 

Houſe will recollect, was accuſtomed to affert laſt ſeſſion of | 

Parliament with equal boldneſs and vehemence as now, that =_ 
the ſenſe of the. country was againſt the ſyſtem of Miniſters, 
Good God! Where can the learned Gentleman have lived? 

In what remote corner of the country can he have paſſed his 

time? What great public queſtion can he ſtate, upon which 
the public have not evinced a great degree of intereſt, as great 
as that ſhewn upon any former occaſion? On the contrary, 

if ever there was a period which we ſhould ſelect, as the one 

in which the attention of the public was the moſt turned to 

public affairs, it was preciſely that period in which the learned 

Gentleman has deſcribed the public to have loſt all intereſt 
in the deliberations of Parliament. 5 | 
I know it is maintained that Parliament does not repreſent 

the great body of the nation, and that the reſult of general 

elections gives no ſtriking character or impreſſive ſeature of 

8 the ſentiments of the people, but I deſiie it may alſo be recol- 
W lected, whether there are not many leading inſtances, and par- 

I ticular circumſtances attendant. on general elections, that go 
1 ſtrongly to expreſs the opinion entertained by the conſtituent 
body, and taking up the conſideration in that point of view, 

I do inſiſt, and am convinced the poſition cannot be objected 
to, that the approbation given by thoſe who had been members 
of the laſt Parliament, to the commencement and proſecution 
of the war were ſtrong and powerful recommendations in their 
favour at the late general elections. I will for a moment, 
- purſuing this argument, requeſt the Houſe to take the par- 
liamentary repreſentation as it has been ſtated and recom- 
mended by the honourable Gentleman. I will defire the 
honourable Gentleman himſelf -to look for an inſtant, to his 
own ſtatement of the propoſed additional repreſentation of the 
counties, and then candidly decide, whether he can argue 
that the ſenſe of the people was not in a great degree to be 
collected at general elections. It is ſubmitted in that ſlate- 
ment, to extend the number of county members from 92 to 
113; the augmentation, therefore, did not conſiſt of many; 
2 does the honourable Gentleman intend to except the 92 
former members by a general proſcription, or will he pretend 
— N e 
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H ſay, that the ſyſtem of counties, as it ſtands at preſent in 
point of repreſentation, goes for nothing? Certainly he cannot 


undertake. to advance ſuch an argument, and fo evidently 


inconſiſtent with his own plan of reform. If, therefore, the 
113 members propoſed by the honourable Gentleman to re- 
preſent the counties, would expreſs the true ſenſe of the peo- 
ple, it cannot be degied on the fame grounds, that the 92 who 
were elected by their conſtituents, were in a very conſiderable 
proportion the organs of the public opinion. The. arguments 
therefore adduced by the honourable Gentleman, go againſt 
his own declaration, that the ſenſe of the an was not the 
ſenſe of Parliament ; and that ſenſe had been fully manifeſted 
in favour of the war at the general elections. Since, there- 
fore, I recolle& the former declaration of the: honourable Gen- 
tleman at the ęnd of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, that Parlia- 


ment did not poſſeſs the confidence of the people, am I to be 


diſcouraged now, after the general election, from ſaying that 
they actually did enjoy that confidence? but that is not the 
only ſtatement which Ican make in juſtification of this aſſer- 


tion. TI will appeal to the proceedings in great and populous 
_ cities, as well as in the city of London, in which the opinions 


of Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe, with reſpect to 
Parliament not poſſeſſing the confidence of the people, were 


as ſtrongly refuted, on a fair poll, by a vaſt har the 


electors, as by the elections for the counties to which he has 


referred. It conſequently appears that the honourable Gen- 
tleman has not ſpecific ground to proceed on; and that he 


has totally failed in the foundation of his aſſertion, that Par- 
liament does not enjoy the publie confidence. The learned 


Gentleman has in the fanciful flights of his eloquence, puſhed 


his objects farther than his honourable friend; for he has not 
only faid, that Parliament has loſt the confidence of the peo- 
ple, but that the proceedings of Parliament has no effect what- 
ever on the public mind. EP En ts Webs SN: 
The learned Gentleman, however, wiſhed to unite two 
claſſes of perſons very oppoſite in their purſuits. He deſires 
to reconcile thoſe, who by the very nature of their principles 


are altogether irreconcileable, thoſe whoſe political doCtrines 
are known to be inimical to legal Government; and thoſe 
who are diſtinguiſhed by the. mode ration of their tenets. 


With reſpect to the moderates, it could not be too minutcly 

attended to by the Houſe, that they propoſe no plan of retorm 
whatever; that they prefer no complaints; that - they ſet out 
with no petition on that ſubject; and is it proper or reaſona- 
Vol. III. 1797. 1 N gs — 
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ble, that the Houſe ſhould ſpontaneouſly give what had not 


been even demanded? With regard to the other perſons al- 


luded to by the learned Gentleman, the Houſe, by agreeing to 
what has been urged in their favour, would give them not 


merely what they claim, but what they demand as an abſolute. 
Tight, and what is in reality the firſt ſtep to the accomplith- 


ment of their real views. That the preſent moment ſhould 
be a time for the meaſure of reform, appears rather incon- 


ſiſtent, when it is admitted by the learned Gentleman himſelf, 


that radical diſcontent is prevalent in the country, and when 
It is undeniable, that the men who talk of liberty aim merely 
at licentiouſneſs, and ſet up the name of reform as a diſguiſe 
to maſk their revolutionary projects, and as the firſt ſtep to 


their acknowledged ſyſtem of innovation. Conceſſions to ſuch 
men, at ſuch a time, would be impolitic, would be fatal, would 
be abſurd, The Houſe alſo, by agreeing to the arguments of 
the learned Gentleman, would grant what could not be of any 


uſe to one ſet of men, and what would be productive of great 


_ miſchief to the other deſcription. Such conceſſions 1 will 
| maintain are not warranted by the ſound maxims of philoſophy, 


nor to be meaſured by the numerous examples drawn from the 


_ Hiſtory of the world. The honourable Gentleman (Mr. 


Grey) has talked highly of the bleſſings which are to reſult to 
mankind from the eſtabliſhment of French liberty; and be- 
cauſe new lights have appeared to ſet off the doctrine of free- 
dom, this Houſe is therefore to alter their principles of Govern- 
ment, and to accommodate themſelves to the new order of 


things. The ſvſtem of French liberty is repreſented as a new 


Tight diffuſing itſelf over all the world, and {preading in every 
region happineſs and improvement. Good God ! is the Houſe 
to be told after the benefits which have been derived from 


the revolution in this country, that other and more eſſential 


benefits are to be added by adopting the principles of the French 


revolution? From ſuch lights, however, I hope we ſhall ever 


protect this conſtitution, as againſt principles inconſiſtent with 
any Government. If we are to be relieved from any evils 
under which we may at preſent labour, by means of this new 


light, I for one, beg leave to enter my ſolemn proteſt againſt 
the idea. The doctrines upon which it is founded, are, as 1 


have already faid, falſe, ſhallow, and preſumptuous, more ab- 
ſurd than the moſt peſtilent theories that were ever engendered 
by the diſordered imagination of man ; more hoſtile to the 


real intereſts of mankind, to national proſperity, to individual 


| happineſs, to intellectual and moral improvement, than any 
tyranny by which the human ſpecies was ever _—_ 
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And, for this new luminary, ſhall we abandon the polar ſtar 


of the Britiſh Conſtitution, by which we have been led to hap- 


pineſs and glory, by which the country has ſupported every 
danger which it has been called upon to encounter, and riſen 


ſuperior to every difficulty by which it has been affailed? But, 
independent of theſe general grounds, on which I have oppoſed 
this motion, I have no difficulty in ſtating that the particular 
meaſure appears liable to ſo many objections, that in no cir- 
cumſtances could I have given it my aſſent. Indeed I could 
as little concur in the plan of the honourable Gentleman as in 


a propoſal for univerſal ſuffrage : how near it approaches to 


that ſyſtem I ſhall not now diſcuſs. The honourable Gentle- 
man, on a former occaſion, has ſaid, that he would rather have 
univerſal ſuffrage than no reform. The learned Gentleman, 
however, diſclaims univerſal ſuffrage, when aſſerted as a matter 
of right. Certainly, indeed, ſome people have reaſon to com- 


plain of the learned Gentleman who, in ſupporting a plan of 


reform on grounds of practical advantage, refuſes that univer- 
ſal ſuffrage to which he has no objection on practical grounds, 


merely becauſe it is aſked as a matter of right. He will, how= 


ever, find it difficult to reconcile that practical expedience with 


the new light of general freedom which has ſo unexpectedly 
broken in upon the world. The propoſition, however, is nei- 


ther more nor leſs than, with the exception of one fifth, to 
aboliſh the whole ſyſtern of the repreſentation of this country, 
as it has been formed by charter or by parliamentary arrange- 


ment, as it has been moulded by time and experience, as it has 
been blended with our manners and cuſtoms, without regard 


to the rights or compenſations, or to the general effect of modi- 
fications. All theſe are to be ſwept away, and a numerical ſcale 
of repreſentation to be ſubſtituted in its place; the country is 
to be divided into diſtricts, and every houſeholder, paying taxes, 
is to vote; thus a ſyſtem would be introduced little ſhort of 
univerſal ſuffrage. On what experience, on what practice is 
this gigantic ſcale of numerical repreſentation to be introduced? 


In former plans the variety of the modes of repreſentation was 


admitted to be proof how much better time and circumſtances 
may mould and regulate repreſentation than any inſtitutions 
founded on reaſonings @ priori, and how neceſſary it was to 
give way to the effects of ſuch experience. It is not the harſh 


uniformity of principles, each puthed to its extreme, but the 


general complexion ariſing out of the various ſhades which 
forms the harmony of the repreſentation, and the practical ex- 
celience of the Conſtitution, capable of improving itſelf con- 


fiſtently with its fundamental principles. Who will ſay that 
3 — bak. 
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this beautiful variety may not have contributed to the advan- 
tage of the whole? That ſyſtem was practical, and experience 


has confirmed the excellence of it, but the preſent plan goes 
the whole length of deſtroying all the exiſting repreſentation, 
with the exception only of the county Members (why they 
alone are excepted [ am at a loſs to conceive), and bringing all 
to one ſyſtem. Are the Gentlemen who propoſe this ſyſtem 
aware of the benefits reſulting from a varied ſtate of repreſen- 
tation, and are they ready at once to reſign them ? . 
It never was contended that the inequality of the repreſenta- 


tion has been attended with any practical diſadvantage, that 


the intereſt of Yorkſhire was neglected becauſe it ſent only two 
Members to Parliament, or that Birmingham and Mancheſter 
experienced any ill conſequences from having no repreſenta- 


tives. How does it appear that univerſal ſuffrage is better than 


if the right to vote be founded on numerical, or even alphabe- 
_ tical arrangement? There is no practice, certainly no recog- 
_ nized practice, for its baſis. The experiment propoſed is new, 
extenſive, overturning all the ancient ſyſtem, and ſubſtituting 
ſomething in its ſtead without any theoretical advantage, or any 
practical recommendation. In the mixed repreſentation which 
now ſubſiſts, the ſcot and lot elections are thaſe which have 
been chiefly objected to, and the honourable Gentleman oppo- 


ſite to me formerly agreed with me in opinion, that burgage 


tenures and ſmall corporations were even leſs exceptionable than 


open burghs with ſmall qualifications, Yet this extenſion of 


ſmall qualifications, from which it has been a general com- 


plaint, that much confuſion, debauchery, and abuſe at elec- 


tions aroſe, ſorm the principal feature in the honourable Gen- 
tleman's plan. Upon theſe grounds, therefore, looking ſeri- 


ouſly at the ſituation of the country, examining facts with at- 


tention, unleſs we would ſeal cur own diſhonour, unleſs we 
| would helie the teſtimony of our conſtituents, we muſt dil- 


ſent from, on the reaſons on which the neceſſity of this propoſi- 


tion is founded. We ought to reſiſt the ſpecific plan which the 


honourable Gentleman has offered, unleſs we would renounce 
the tried ſyſtem of our repreſentation, for a plan at once 
highly exceptionable in theory, and totally unſupported by 
experience. | 1 


Sir Francis Burdett ſpoke to the following effect: I want to 


preſerve this country from ruin; I want to protect the rights 


and liberties of the people, but not the undue influence of a. 


junto of nobility and placemen. I ſhall therefore ſpeak my 
ſentiments candidly and unequivocally, I ſhall alſo ſpeak 


them boldly, for the times call for bold and unequivocal lan- 


gu age. 
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guage. I do not look for the applauſe of this Houſe, nor do I 
expect to be ſupported by any clamour out of it. I ſhall ſpeak 
on behalf of the people of this country, whoſe intereſt it is my 
object to promote I ſhould be young indeed in my contem- 
plation of the human character if I expeCt that ſuch behaviour 
could lead to favour. It is not my intention to follow the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer through all his turnings and 
windings, that would be an Herculean labour, to which I do 
not pretend to be equal. I ſtate, therefore, in the firſt place, 
that endeavours to encroach upon the liberties of the people 
characterized an early part of the preſent reign, and that, of 
late years, efforts directed to that end have been much too ſuc- 
ceſsful, and that we are going rapidly on towards an arbitrary, 
Government. Good God! when ſhall we lay aſide that hu- 
miliating confidence which has enabled the Miniſter to brin 
us into fo deplorable a condition, and which confidence this 
Miniſter has this day laid claim to, by the advancing of prin- 
ciples that lead directly to ſlavery? Have you any thing before 
you to juſtify you in your confidence in that Miniſter, or in 
your continuance of ſupport to his meaſures? You have ſup- 
ported him in this war; a war, which let the Miniſter ſay what 
he pleaſes of it, is nothing but a ſecond edition of the American, 
war. It is another bold and daring, but unſucceſsful attempt 
to ſtifle the flame of liberty. The Miniſter attempted to re- 
ſtore Monarchy in France; he has procured its utter aunihila- 
tion there. He endeavoured to deſtroy the principles of the 
French Republic; he has eſtabliſhed them on a baſis never to 
be ſhaken. . Now, as to the motion which is before you, I 
will fay it has my concurrence, as a meaſure that is highly ne- 
ceſſary, and one that ſhould be put into a courſe of trial with- 
out delay. Had the people been freely and fairly repreſented. 
in this Houſe before this war commenced, I have no doubt but 
that the war would never have been undertaken. It is in vain for 
the Miniſter now to talk of preſerving the bulwarks of our 
Conſtitution, he has himſelf deſtroyed them. It is in vain for 
him tb deny the exiſtence of abuſes, for by his practice, and 
the practices of his predeceſſors, abuſes are interwoven with, 
and become an integral part of our Conſtitution. Should any 
alk where theſe abuſes of our ancient Conſtitution are to be 
found? J would anſwer, you may ſee them in the barracks 
that have been erected all over this country; you may find them 
in the laws that have been thruſt down the throats of the peo- 
ple, by which they have been prohibited from ſaying what 
they think. Vou may find it in the practice of ſending away 
the public money without the conſent, or even N of 
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yl i . Parliament. | All theſe things, I ſay, are abuſes on our an- 9 550 
. cient Conſtitution, and which never could have crept into it 1 8 
BE but for the corruption of the Executive Government. That ai 
14 corruption, unleſs you have a reform in Parliament, will 1 
16 ſoon become the euthanaſia of our Conſtitution. It has re- 1 
0 duced us, with all the advantages of our ſoil and climate, . 
3 to a ſtate that no more reſembles, in point of liberty, that 1 
of our anceſtors, than if we were the inhabitants of a foreign 1 


land. Indeed, with all our boaſt of wealth, the mean and 
hard lot of poverty falls to the ſhare of the maſs of the peo- 
ple, and that comfort which ought to be the reward of ho- 
f neſt labour, is ſeized by the griping hand of a rapacious Go- 
vernment. But all theſe things are drawing towards a con- 
| cluſion, and that which was once a matter of choice, is 
1 now a matter of neceſſity; and the Chancellor of the Ex- 
by: chequer, although an enemy to liberty, has, by his conduct, 
11 cContributed to Revolution. What was the cauſe of the Re- 
volution in France? The progreſs of reaſon and philoſophy? 
Alas! reaſon and philoſophy can boaſt of no ſuch influence. 
cover the conduct of mankind. That Revolution was cauſed 
Wl by the extravagance, profligacy, and inſolence of its Admi- 
4 niſtration. The ſame cauſes are operating with us; and 
— 14 highly as J eſteem the talents of a right honourable Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Fox), even he could do nothing ſubſtantial for 
the benefit of the people were he Miniſter to-morrow, with- 
out an entire change of ſyſtem in our politics; nor even then, 
unleſs there is a full and free repreſentation of the people. 
J hope, therefore, the people will not be content with any 
change of men or meaſures, without a full, fair, and free 
repreſentation. Perhaps I may be told that Monarchy itſelf 
cannot be ſupported without corruption. If that be ſo, then 
Jam, for one, a Republican! Liberty can never flouriſh 
where there is corruption in the Government! Liberty is, 
in my mind, the moſt valuable jewel in human life! It is 
what I value more than life! Without it life itſelf is of no 
value; and with poverty is preferable to wealth without. 
J prefer. hard liberty to ſervile pomp ! J will, therefore, 
while'l live, uſe every means in my power to obtain for 
the people their juſt rights. I warn them not to be the dupes 
of corruption! It is not Miniſters that I wiſh to oppole, 
it is corruption that I with to deſtroy ! With reſpect to uni- 
verſal ſuffrage, that is a point which may be diſcuſſed here- 
after. I need only add, that the preſent motion ſhall have 
my hearty ſupport. Ps; TE | 105 
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Mr. Robert Thornton thought this a very improper and even 


dangerous time to ſet about a Reform in Parliament. He was 


in hopes that ſome years hence ſomething of that kind might 


be attempted. He did not think that a time like this was the 
ſeaſon in which Members of Parliament were likely to follow 
their own private intereſts, ſince they were all too much occu- 
pied with public buſineſs. He was therefore againit the mo- 
tion, as coming at an unſeaſonable time. | | 


Sir Richard Hill ſaid, he had been under a three-fold diffi- | 


culty as to the buſineſs of that day: Firſt, Whether he ſhould 
come to the Houſe at all. Secondly, Whether he ſhould 
ſpeak at all. Thirdly, Whether he ſhould vote at all. Two 
of theſe obſtacles had been ſurmounted, but he had ſtill ſome 
«doubts as to the third. If he divided at all, it would be tor the 
motion. He did not often intrude himſelf on the Houſe, and had 


always rather hear others than himſelf. He thould not have 


riſen on the preſent occaſion, but that he wiſhed to avoid the 


charge of inconſiſtency, ſhould he vote differently from what | 
he did, the laſt time the fame queſtion was agitated. He then | 


voted againſt the Reform, hecaule he thought the proſperity of 


the country carried with it the beſt argument againſt making 


any alterations; therefore, in the ſhort ſpeech he then made, 


he quoted the well-known Italian ſentence, Stavo bene, volevo 
ſiar' meglio, flo qui. In plain Engliſh, I was well, would be 
better, took phyſic and died. e N 


The face of public affairs was now evidently changed for 


the worſe, thoſe who have been attempting the cure of the na- 
tion, had been fo nearly following the ſyſtem of Doctor San- 
grado, that by different bleedings one after another, they have ſo 


weakened and debilitated the patient, that ſhe can hardly ſtand 
on her legs. It has been ſaid, this is not a time to make ex- 
periments. I am (ſaid Sir Richard) quite of a contrary opi- 


nion, for if I ſaw a friend at the laſt gaſp, I thould ſay, © good 


Doctor, can you think of nothing elſe, can you try no other 


medicine to fave the life of the patient?” For my own part, 
J think things are as bad with us now, as they were at the 
worſt period of the American war, conſequently there is as much 
need of a change of meaſures and ſyſtems. If we aſk who 
brought us into this ſituation, the Gentlemen on the Treaſury 


Bench will tell us, © that all our calamitics are owing to a 


+ deſperate Republican Oppoſition.” Aſk thoſe on the other 


fide of the Houle, they will fav, © that the country is drained | 


and ruined by a weak and wicked Adminiſtration but if | ma 
plainly deliver my own opinion, Adminiſtration and Oppoſition 
are the two millſtones between which the Conſtitution is 


ground 
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ground to powder. As to the ye hep being weak, they certainly 


are not; perhaps a more able ſet of men never acted in their 
places. As to their being wicked, he ſuppoſed they were no 
more ſo than their predeceſſors, they did not pretend to have 


much Religion. and he heartily wiſhed they had more; a wiſh 
with which they ought not to be offended. He believed they 
were worthy men in Oppoſition, who acted from principle, 


and he ſhould rejoice to ſee the virtues and talents of Gentle. 


men on both ſides united to fave the country, the preſent ſtate 
of which was, in great meaſure, owing to the war; it was, 


therefore, a real ſatisfaction to himſelf, that he had always op- 
poſed the war, when he thought peace might be had, and that 


he had alſo oppoſed the ſending of money out of the king. 


dom by way of loans to the Emperor; Loans, indeed, Sir 
Richard ſaid, they ought not to be called, for he had uniformly 
thought they would never be repaid. | 
He ſhould fay no more on this ſubject of Reform, but that 
he heartily withed we might begin one individually, by each 
of us endeavouring to reform ourſelves, and in ſo doing, we 
_ ought to look up to Him who was too little thought of in our 
debates and conſultations; but without whom all our counſels 
would be vain. F 5 | 


Sir William Geary ſaid, he was at heart a well wiſher to a 


Reform in Parliament, but diſapproved of the plan now pro- 
poſed; becauſe it appeared to be too nearly connected with the 


ſyſtem of Univerſal Suffrage. He did not think this the very 
worſt time to bring the queſtion forward, but there were difh- 
culties as to what plan the friends of Reform would agree to; 


he did not, however, deſpair of that difference being made up, 
and that at no very diſtant time, and then he ſhould be happy 
to give it his ſupport; he thought that ſomething ought be 
done to prevent the enormous expence which attended elec- 


tions. He could not, however, under all the circumſtances 

vote for the preſent motion. | OE. 
Mr. Milbank ſaid he could not give a ſilent vote upon this 

queſtion. The beſt of human inſtitutions were not free from 


defects. He thought that many evils had crept into our Con- 


ſtitution, and that we ought to provide a remedy for them as 


they appeared. This appeared evidently to him to be the caſe 


with the repreſentation of the People. He wiſhed for a Reform 
in that particular, as being the beſt means of deſtroying that im- 


plicit confidence in Miniſters, which had led to fo many evils 
in this country, He was therefore in favour of the motion. 


Lord Hawkeſbury ſaid he ſhould give the Motion his decided 
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ward was peculiarly improper ; but that was not his principal 
objection. He was a decided enemy to any Reform in that 
Houſe, and although he was againſt any idea of a Reform in 
Parliament, he need not reſt his objection upon that idea alone. 
He was furniſhed with objections to it from thoſe who were 
its advocates. They all differed in their plans ſo much, that 


not any two of them agreed upon one plan. The reaſon for 


ſo much difference was obvious; the evil of which they com- 
plained had no exiſtence. If it had there could be no difficulty 

about the remedy. If the evil was in the overgrowing in- 
fluence of the landed intereſt, the remedy would be applied to 
that. If to open, or the cloſe boroughs, the remedy would be 
apparent, but it belonged to neither, for no evil had any ex- 
iſtence. He therefore did not wonder, that Gentlemen could 


not agree upon any plan of Reform. He was fortified in that 


opinion by the conduct of the right honourable Gentleman op- 
poſite to him (Mr. Fox) for although he had voted ſeveral 
times for a Reform generally, yet his name had never yet ap- 
peared to any ſpecific plan of Parliamentary Reform. A man 

of his uncommon abilities would not have been fo long at a 


loſs for a plan if the evil had any real exiſtence. He therefore 


muſt repeat, that the reaſon why no ſpecific remedy had been 
agreed upon was, that no evil had been really felt. As to the 


quotation of the work of the celebrated author (Mr. Burke) 


by a learned Gentleman, he felt himſelf entitled to complain 


that the publication in queſtion had been ſtated partially, for in 


that very pamphlet out of which the quotation was taken, 
there was contained a poſitive objection to a Parliamentary Re- 


form. He muſt call on the Houſe to look at the cauſe of the 


evil, if any was ever felt, in conſequence of the determinations 
of that Houſe. If it could be proved that the cloſe boroughs 
were the cauſe of the evil, he would be content that ſome re- 
medy ſhould be attempted to be applied. Bur he denied the 
aſſertion. Could any Gentleman prove, that at any time the 
deciſions of the Houſe of Commons were not in uniſon with 
the opinions of the nation? He maintained poſitively that the 

could not in a ſingle inſtance. He would take the reſult of 
the laſt General Election, and he would take that part of it 

which no man would deny was the moſt popular part of it. 
To take the counties, for inſtance, and populous towns, there 


it would be found that the returns of thoſe who had ſupported 
the war were, in . c of four to one againſt thoſe who 


had oppoſed it in the late Parliament. What purpoſe then was 
a Reform to anſwer? Unleſs it was to be contended that the 
Houſe of Commons ſhonld not be in uniſon with People. He 

Vol. III. 1997. 20 admitted 
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admitted that the country might at times have too much truſt in ey! 
Miniſters, or too much diſtruſt in their opponents. But if there "Fg 
were ſuch an evil, a Reform in Repreſentation would not cor— 0 

rect it. As to the cloſe boroughs, he would ſay, there was no 
more reaſon to complain of them than of the popular places, 3 
unleſs it could be proved that they were the cauſe of any evil, - 
which no one had ever yet done. There had been many wars in 3 
which this country had been engaged, that might not be juſt or . 


neceſſary. Many that were juſt avd neceſſary that were protract: 
cd longer than was wiſe or prudent, but none in which the Houſe 
had perſiſted againſt the will of the People. "The American 
War, was at its commencement a popular war in this country, 
It was a war in which the Houle of Commons and the peo- 
ple went hand in hand together. The opinion of the people 
changed in the courſe of that war, fo did that of the Houſe of 
Comnions, and the reaſon why Adminiſtration was afterwards 
ſupported for ſome time was, that ſome dangerous riots hap- 
pened in the metropolis, which made the Houſe, out of a ſenſe 
of common danger, rally round the Executive Government 
to ſupport the ſlate from impending ruin. This was a ſtrik- 


I ing inſtance of Parliament acting in uniſon with the people. 

i Upon theſe grounds he was juſtified in ſaying that a Parlia- „ 
lf mentary reform would not cure the evil of which Gentlemen RT. 
1 complained, if indeed any evil exiſted, which he denied. The . 
| fault, if there was any, was in the people themſelves. For * 9 
| theſe reaſons he ſaw great impolicy in altering an y part of the . 
conſtitution upon plans of mere ſpeculation. Befides, if a . Foy 


thing of this fort was to be commenced, he would aſk the 
Houte where they were to conclude their Jabours ? Specula- 
tive men might ſay that the county of Middleſex, becauſe the 
metropolis was contained in it, aud had one eighth of the popu- 
lation of the kingdom, and conſequently contributed very much 
to defray the expence of Government, ought to have a much 
larger ſhareof repreſentation. Were Gentlemen aware where 
they were to ſtop, if ſuch principles were admitted ? But really 
there was no foundation for the complaints which had been 
exhibited againſt the preſent repreſentation of the people. So 
far was the Houſe of Commons at this moment from ſpeaking. 
any language but that of the people of this country, that they 
went hand in hand together. So far was the Houſe of Commons 
from innovating upon the privilege of the people, that he wou'd 
pledge himſelf to prove that the popular power was continually 
improving, and that the Houle of Commons was now more popu- 
lar than ever it had been beſore this time. Let Gentlemen ge- 


collect the principle and proviſions of Mr. Grenville's bill relative 
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to conteſted elections; let them recollect the number of thoſe 
cloſe boroughs that had been thrown open and have been made 


popular. Beſides theſe, there were other points to which it 
was not quite regular to allude, but which, however, he 
might hint at, the very proceedings of the Houſe were conti- 


nually publiſhed, by which the people had the means, of 
knowing what was paſſing daily, which muſt have great influ- 
ence on the Houſe, by the opportunities that were afforded 
to the people of forming their opinions from time to time. 


Theſe were general objections which he had to the principle 
of a parliamentary reform. His objections were not leſs de- 
cided to the ſpecific plan which was now propoſed, if a ſpecific 


plan it could be called, It went upon the principle of univer- 


fal ſuffrage, or nearly fo, to which he underſtood that but 
very fe of that Houſe would aſſent. It was a principle aban- 


doned at the time of the French revolution, as had been ſtated 


by a very able writer, Mr. M'Intoſh. Taking the whole of 
the caſe together, he ſaw the chance of danger fo great. and 
the advantage none, that he could not poſſibly aſſent to the 
pretent motion, It would open a door to univerſal ſuffrage, 
as was apparent from the accounts which he had read of 


ſpeeches delivered at the diſcuſſion of the ſubject; and he 
thought it might lead to the overthrow of the monarchy and 


the Houſe of Commons together. „„ | . 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he hal liſtened with great attention to 
the ſpeech of the noble Lord who had juſt fat down. A ſpeech 
which was remarkable for its eloquence, and as remarkable for 


its ſteady oppoſition in limine, againſt all reform of all kinds, 


that it might as well he called a ſpeech for a revolution as much 


as againſt reform. He ſhould have commended it the more 
if it came from a quarter in which he could confide, and 
reſt ſecure that the boldneſs of it would be followed up in the 


hour of attack; but when he reflected that it came from the 
fame quarter as the ſentiments that had been uttered againſt 


France, that we were to purſue a bellum internecinum, that we 


were engaged in the cauſe of law, of civil order, of humanity, 
of religion, and reflected on what part had been taken in the 


ſame quarter, and knew that thoſe very perſons who thus 


| talked boldly and ſturdily, would afterwards, in the hour of 


real peril, be ready to crawl upon their knees and lick the 
blood off the feet of theſe regicides, when he contraſted this 
bluſtering language with the real ſpirit of thoſe who uttered 


it, he was ſure that if theſe ſame perſons ſhould enter into a 


beilum internecinum with the reformers of England, they might 
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Houſe, would be aſhamed to hold the balance. The noble 
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be made as humble with regard to them as they had ſhewn_ 
| themſelves towards the French. He therefore was not ſur- 
priſed to hear the noble Lord ſo bold in his ſpeech againſt the 


reformers ; but this aſſertion, that the Parliament is now more 


popular than ever, was going a little further than any man had 
ever done before. 


Lord proved, as he called it, the truth of that aſſertion; he 


Rated the merits of Mr. Grenville's bill. It was an excellent 
regulation with reſpect to conteſted elections. How was 


it excellent? by taking away altogether from the Hoale of 
Commons the right of determining on the merits of the con- 


teſted. elections; by ſhewing that the Houſe of Commons 
could not as men of honour, be truſted with the deciſion of 
ſuch a matter as a conteſted election; that they had given in 
falſe verdicts upon that matter frequently, and therefore ought 
to have that power no longer; that therefore an act of Parlia- 
ment was neceſſary to take away their power, becauſe they 

had acted diſhonourably; this was the noble Lord's proof that 
there was no neceſſity for a reform in Parliament; his next 
proof of the purity ot Parliament, and of the popularity of its 
preſent proceedings, was alſo curious. Some cloſe Boroughs, 
it ſeemed, had been thrown open, Cricklade and Shoreham, 
and one or two others, were thrown into the general maſs of 
repreſentation; and this was another proof that there was no 
neceſſity for a Parliamentary reform. What did this motion 


go to? Why, to make this, which in the opinion of the noble 


| Lord, was an excellent meaſure, in theſe few inſtances, a ge- 
neral meaſure. Theſe two or three little inſtances were ex- 
cellent in the opinion of the noble Lord, a great acquiſition to 


the people, but the making this general would be a great evil. 
The queſtion was now boldly put, where did the people 
ſee their grievances? They ſaw them in the extenſion of the 
exciſe laws. They ſaw them in the ſtoppage that was put 


vpon their ſpeeches to each other. They ſaw them in the 
erection of barracks all over the kingdom. They ſaw them in 
the votes of the Houſe of Commons, by which their money 
was ſquandered upon objects that was never defined. They 
ſaw them in the money that was ſent away to the Continent 
without the conſent, or even knowledge of Parliament. Put 


theſe grievances into one ſide of the ſcale, and the little acqui- 


_ fitions of Mr. Grenville's bill. and the throwing open of a few 


paltry Boroughs, into the other, and he believed the noble 
Lord himſelf, although by no means a baſhful man in that 


Lord 


He liked the manner in which the noble 
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Lord dwelt a great deal on what he conſidered as a very power- 
ful argument, namely, that as there was a contrariety of opi- 


nion as to the plan of a Parliamentary reform, that muſt be 


conſidered as a proof that the evil did not exiſt, for that if it 


did, there would have been no difficulty about the remedy, that 
it muſt be clear. This reminded him of the adage, When 


Doctors differ, &c.”—If that was to be the anſwer, it would 


follow, that if doctors differ as to the remedy, the patient, 
although he may appear to be dying, mult be taken to be 


in perfect health. He knew not where the noble Lord had- 
ge of 


ſtudied his logic, but certain it was not from the Colleg 
Phyſicians. There was one part of the complaint which never 


occurred to the noble Lord. He touched upon the landed 
intereſt, he touched upon the intereſt of the Boroughs, and moſt 


logically concluded, that there was no complaint againſt either; 
but it never entered into his mind that the Miniſter would 


have too much intereſt with them all when aſſembled in the 
Houſe of Commons. Here he was reminded by the words of 
a perſon whom it was hardly regular for him to quote, as a 


reverend prelate, who had faid that the Parliament belongs to 


the Crown. If that be fo, he would ſay that he would not 


debate the remedy whatever it might be, for he was ready to 


ſay that the Houſe of Commons would be better in any hands 


than in the hands of the Crown. But the noble Lord had 


ſaid, © Shew me that the cloſe Boroughs have done more harm 


than any other places.” He did not know what the noble Lord 
meant by ** harm.” He could ſhew him that the proprietors 


of theſe cloſe Boroughs had acted on a principle which ſhould _ 


be cut up by the roots, or this country, would be undone. He 
would ſay that they had bought Borouglis, and afterwards 
voted away the money and the rights of the people, as if 
both had been their own abſolute property. 


_ T hat there had been a man in that Houſe who had ſeven or 


eight ſeats in it; that he was connected with the Miniſter, 
and that, without one foot of land in Ireland, he was made 
an Iriſh Peer. He could ſhew him perſons, who could not 
indeed buy men and fell them, becauſe that was not yet to 
be done, but who bought and ſold boroughs, and with them 


ſold the deareſt intereſts of the people. The noble Lord, in 


part of his ſpeech, put the cloſe boroughs out of the queſtion ; 
indeed he would have acted judiciouſly in never taking notice 
of them, for they could not be of any ſervice to his argu- 
ment. But it ſeemed that Miniſters had met with ſupport 
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in the counties. He knew they had; and it was a thing to 
be much lamented, that men of large wealth ſhou'd quit the 
neareſt and the deareſt connexions they had for the purpoſe 
of following the dictates of a profligate Miniſter; and, be- 


fore any juſtice could be done to that part of the caſe, the 
noble Lord muſt have counted all the coronets that have 
been given away by the preſent Miniſter. Men who voted 


away all public principle for favours of this kind were the 
molt profligate and contemptible characters in the kingdom. 


What if a county Member knows that his name is entered 


in the pocket-book of the Secretary of the Treaſury as a 
perſon to be called to the other Houſe, and votes any thing 


that is defired of him in order to obtain that diſtinction. 


He knew many of that deſcription. Theſe were called men 


of konour, but they were the reverſe of it, they were ene— 
mies to the nation in which they lived. The pretended to 
vote for the cauſe of juſtice and humanity, and religion, 
when in point of fact they were only laughing at the public, 
and voting away their rights to ſerve their own ambition, 


That was a great reaſon why the people called for a Parlia- 


mentary Reform. It was to a conviction that moſt public men 
| have nothing in view but their own perſonal advantage, to 
that was owing all the miſchief that had lately happened to 


our ſervice. It was upon that principle the ſailors and the ſol- 


diers reaſoned. The Houſe would ſet them a better ex- 
_ ample by reforming Parliament, if they had a ſpark of ho- 


nour in tgem. 25 

With regard to the queſtion, as it had been argued by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, nothing was ſaid npon the pre- 
ſent repreſentation of the people. The noble Lord had fallen 
foul of all the doctrine which the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer had cver maintained upon reform, and he was ſorry 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer had left he Houſe; were 


he preſent, he moſt likely would have ſaved him a good deal 
of trouble in replying to many parts of the ſpeech of the 


; noble Lord . | | 


Much had been ſaid about throwing the country into 


confuſion. The Miniſter and his advocates affected to dread. 


the principle of the preſent meaſure, becauſe it ſeemed to 


procecd upon the Rights of Man, and becauſe they ſaid they 


were principles which had been adopted on the French Re- 
volution, and which principles led to ſo much horror. In 
this reſpect, he muſt deny that the horrors of the F 2 Re- 

1 | volution 
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volution were produced by the Rights of Man. There were 
bloody calamities befe] France, after the French Revolu- 
tion; nobody diſputed it, but that theſe calamities were pro- 
duced by theſe principles he diſputed. There was not ſo 
much as an individual who was concerned either in writing or 
publiſhing any of theſe principles, that took part in any one of 
the maſſacres in that country; and here he muſt repeat what 
he had ſaid on former occaſions, that exceſs of conduct was 
the natural effect of all revolutions when men ſhook off their 
ſlavery. When men are under the neceſſity of recovering 
their liberty by force, they are naturally intemperate. Man 
was not born to have property in man, and if he perſiſts in 
maintaining that he has, there is no wonder when he falls a 
victim to his own iniquity and preſumption.—This ought. 
to be a leſſon to us. If the queſtion was put to him, who 
were the real authors and abettors of theſe maſſacres, he 
ſhould place certain deſpots in the front of his accuſation, * 
It was impoſſible for any thing to be more unjuſt than the 
view which the Miniſter had thought fit to take of all re- 
formers that night. He treated them all, and aſked the pub- 
lic to look upon them all, as ſo many maſked traitors. He 
denied the juſtice of that deſcription of them. That there 
might be among them ſome men of miſcheivous intentions 
no man would diſpute, and when was any great public 


meaſure propoſed, in which ſome ſuch characters would not 
d | Gf 3k 5 . ; | Fa 5 Ka 2 
- + mM mingle, but that they were conliderable. either in num- 


bers or talents was what he did not believe. That he 
was no friend to ſuch perſons, but would, on the con- 
| trary, endeavour to detect them, he was entitled by what 
he had faid that day on another ſubject, to aſk the 
Houſe to believe. But when the Miniſter took the 
whole complexion of a meeting from the intemperate 
ſpeeches of a few intoxicated or ſuperficial individuals, who 
might caſua'ly attend a public meeting, it proved, what he 
had already ſaid of the Miniſter, that he was ignorant of the 
nature of a popular aſſembly; how could he be otherwiſe? 
He never entered any afſembly except the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and that was the reaſon why he could not make a diſ- 
tinddion between the honeſt intentions of the maſs of a people 
and the abſurdities of a few. eee 2 OO TEA 
But the Miniſter had endeayoured to make a great deal of 
the difference that ſubſiſted between the reformers, and he 
had ſaid that all that had been urged upon reform, when he 
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was a party to it, was agreement itſelf compared to the dif. 


cordance of late meetings. He thought that there was no 
harm in every man ſpeaking openly what he thought upon 


the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform; he. wiſhed every man's 


heart to be legible in theſe times of danger. It was better 


at all times than concealment. He knew not why univerſal 


| ſuffrage ſhould have been brought into ſuch contempt ; he 


remembered at ſome meetings ſigning his name with the 


Duke of Richmond in favour of univerſal ſuffrage and an- 
nual Parliaments. He conſidered it as the right of every 
man to propoſe that if he thought fit; the expediency of 
ſuch a pian was matter for diſcuſſion and deliberation ; if any 
other plan was better, there was no reaſon why it ſhould 
Not be preferred ; but it ſeemed now to be treated as a ſpecies 


of treaſon ; he confeſſed he knew not why, he was not at all 
aſhamed of having ſigned it, there was no ſecrecy about the 


matter, it was publithed in all the newſpapers, he thought 
this plan a better one, he thought alſo that the maſs of the 
people would be ſatisfied with it; but, that every man who 


thought univerſal ſuffrage the beſt plan, muſt neceſſarily wiſh 


for anarchy and confuſion, was a thing which he would not 
admit. Some men claimed popularity as well as other advan- 
tages from their rank, but they were deceived if they thought 


they could perſecute others for following their opinions 


without being deſpiſed by the public. He did not, like a 
noble Duke, wiſh to throw men into dungeons for not fol- 
lowing his opinion. „„ 

It had been ſtated, that the number of thoſe who wiſhed 
for a Reform in Parliament was ſmall. He did not believe 


it. He believed that the whole body of Diſſenters wiſhed 


for a Reform without pulling down the fabric of the Conſti- 


| tution. He believed alſo, that the maſs of the people of 


Scotland had the ſame wiſh, for at preſent the whole 45 were 
returned by men who had ſome of them not an inch of land 
in that part of the iſland. | | ns | 
He was not much of an egotiſt nor was he, out of that 


Houſe, an arrogant man. He was almoſt aſhamed of the 
praiſe the Miniſter had beſtowed upon him that day for merely 


doing his duty, when he ſpoke of the ſailors. He hoped, and 
he truſted, that under ſuch calamity as this country feels, we 
hall never bend our necks to an inſolent foe ; but will, if 
neceſſary, to a man, defend our rights with our lives. He 


| muſt be indulged to ſay another word about himſelf, as it 


was 
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was now neceſſary. He had been accuſed of wiſhing to join 
with thoſe who wiſh for anarchy. He would aſk thoſe who 
charged him with ſo foul a with, what temptation he had to 
do ſo? What provocation had he to raiſe any malignity 
againſt the Ariſtocracy of this land, or againſt its monarchy ? 
He had poſſeſſed at one time ſome confidence from the mo- 
narch, during the time he filled an office of conſiderable 
truſt. He had been honoured with the confidence of an il- 
luſtrious perſonage. He had been treated with civility by 
many of the firſt tamilies in this en He knew no oc- 
caſion he had to regret the attention he had received from 
that Houſe. + He had no deſire to break a lance with any 
orator in any other place. He, therefore, expeCted credit 
for ſincerity when he declared that he ſupported this motion 
from his heart, becauſe he thought, in his confcience, it 
tended to reſtore to the people ſome of the purity of their 
originally excellent Conſtitution, and to fave the State from* 
„%%% 1 
Sir W. Young declared himſelf to be an enemy of every 
plan he had ever heard ſuggeſted for the alteration of the 
form of the repreſentation, and the preſent was, in his mind, 
as objeCtionable as all the preceding projects that had been 
ſubmitted to the public. It was idle to contend, however 
they might be guarded, that every ſuch plan would not finally 
extend to univerſal ſuffrage. It was in the nature of things 
that conceſſions being made to the multitude, they would 
take advantage and turn it to their moſt extravagant deſigns, 
The example of France had preſented a warning-which he 
thought would have deterred us from this dangerous courſe of 
experiments. Not one of the perſons who began the French 
Revolution intended to puſh it to univerſal ſuffrage ; but it 
was obvious that the degree of power which they gave to the 
people, made it impoſſible for them to prevent the abuſe of 
it. In the ſpecific plan which the hon. Gentleman had ſug. 
geſted that day, there were theories entirely inconſiſtent with 
perfect repreſentation. Though it was intended to enlarge 
the repreſentation of the ſmall: boroughs, yet he underſtood 
that the great cities and /populous towns would be divided 
according to their population. In that caſe it was obvious 
that the inequalities would be detrimental to the public in- 
tereſt. The metropolis would have a preponderance over all 
the reſt of the kingdom. London would be the Republie of 
England, as Paris was of France. He concluded by ſaying 
that in his mind Providence ſeemed to hold out the inſtructive 
Vor. III. 1797, VVV 
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leſſon to nations to avoid thoſe dangerous theories, and to 


guard pcople againſt the extravagance of their own paſ- 


ſions. ; 5 

Mr. Barham ſaid, that he had through life been an advo- 
cate for Parliamentary Reform, but he muſt object to the 
_ propoſition which was that day preſented to the Houſe, and 
that for two diſtinct reaſons. The firſt, that it was not called 
for, in his opinion, by the majority of the people ; and ſe- 
condly, that it was not the proper time four apitating the 
important queſtion, 
alarm, he thought it unwiſe to call the attention ot the 
Houſe to a ſubject which muſt excite very ſtrong emotions 


in the country, and create diviſions injurious to the common 


exertion that was required for our common intereſt. When 
the proper time {ſhould come, and that it was obvipuſly called 
for and demanded by the people, he ſhould certainly think 
\ himſelf bound io give his countenance to a ſober and well 
digeſted ſcheme of reform, by which the Houſe oi Commons 
ſhould be the efficient repreſentative of ithe country. 


Mr. W. Smith aid, that he felt it to be the indiſpenuble 
duty of Gentlemen to declare their opinions upon this great 
The time was come 


ſubject with clearneſs and preciſion. 
when the queſtion of Parliamentary Reform could be no 
longer treated with indifference. It was of no account to 
examine, whether the landed repreſentation had the ſuperi- 
ority over the commercial, or whether the commercial was 


greater than the landed, theſe were points of little import- 


ance; the queſtion was, Whether the Crown had not a do- 
mineering influence over both? And if this ſhould be made 
manifeſt, as in his conſcience he believed it could, they 
ought not, nay, he would ſay more, they could not long re- 
fiſt the imperious demand of the people for a reform. That 
it was ſo would require but littſe illuſtration; it was ſelt- 
evident; one-third of the Members of that Houſe held places 


of truſt and profit directly and openly under the Crown. He 


did not mean to ſay that they might not be very honourable 
men, and that they did not perform faithful ſervice for their 
money; but he demanded to know, whether if the choice of 
_ repreſentation was as free and as popular as it ought to be, it 
would be either probable or rational that the people of England 
ſhould delegate a number of perſons in the pay of the Crown 
to watch, examine, and controul the expences of the Crown! 
Was it likely that, when they were erecting a barrier be. 
tween themſelves and their rulers they would chooſe the hire 
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ſervants of Government to eouſtitute that barrier? Look at 
the fact Had this third part of the Houfe of Commons 
iven their countenance to any one motion for an enquiry 
Into the expenditure, into the groſs extravagance and enor- 
mous abu ſe of the public money during this diſaſtrous war? 
Had they joined in any one motion for cenſure upon the un- 
conſtitutional modes that had been practiſed in {ending mo- 
ney ont of the kingdom without the conſent or knowledge 
of Parliament? Here was upon the face and exterior of our 
repreſentation a ſymptom at leaſt of its being erroneous, 
It was a thing for which nothing but fundamental error in 
the ſyſtem could account. There was another inſtance 
_ equally pregnant: by what fatality could it happen that the 
whole kingdom of Scotland had been of one mind in exer- 
cifing the elective ſuffrage if any elective fuffrage they poſ- 
ſeſſed? By what unaccountable circumſtance was it that all 
the Members from that country were unanimous in their 
ſupport of Government? It could only ariſe from a poſitive 
defect in the ſyſtem of the election; for where the voices of 
the elective body were free, there would be diverſity of 
opinion. But it was ſaid, how would a reform tend to cor- 
rect all the evils of our repreſentation? He was free to con- 
feſs that mere reform in the plan of election would not ſuf- 
fice. But reform muſt be accompanied with regulations and 
checks for the correction of bribery and expence, by which 
the vitiated morals of the people might be corrected, and the 
{ſcandalous profligacy of elections be removed. He did not 
by any means think this an impoſlible taſk, ſince he aſcribed 
much of the popular degeneracy to the ſyſtem and to the 
example that was given to the multitude. But it was ſaid, 
at what point would you ſtop? Who ſhall anſwer that you 
can ſtop at the point which the honourable Gentleman has 
propoſed in his plan? To this the anſwer was eaſy. If you 
coincide in time, you may fix the bounds to which you 
will go. Protract the reform till calamity ſhall have made 
men deſperate, and in truth it may be impoſlible to reform 
at all. It was aſked, whether corporations ſhould be touched, 
and whether it would be wiſe to ſuffer them to contiue upon 
their preſent footing ? The preſent was certainly not the pre- 
eiſe moment for the enquiry. There was no plan for the 
elective franchiſe ſo good in its firſt aſpect as that of giv- 
ing it to houſekeepers. That was the moſt obvious telt of 
property upon the one ſide, and of ſelected population upon 
the other. It was urged, as 72 that the preſent Houſe | 
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of Commons ſpoke the ſenſe of the country, that at the 


general election the people had had it in their power to 
chooſe men who had oppoſed the war, and that havin 


done the contrary was a proof of its being popular. Be- 
fore this argument was admitted, it muſt be aſſumed, that 
the voice of the people was free, and that the elections ſpoke 
their genuine ſenſe. If that were true, there would be no 
neceſſity for reform. At the ſame time it was obvious, 


that in places where popular ſpirit did prevail, men gained 


or loft the election as they had oppoled or ſupported the 
Preſent war. He was himſelf an inſtance of this fact; 
and an honourable Baronet had loſt his election in the ſame 
place, ſubſtantively becauſe he had given his countenance 
to the Miniſters in the preſent war. A good deal had been 


faid about the meeting at the Crown and Anchor. He 


had attended that meeting, as he had generally attended 
almoſt every meeting for Parliamentary Reform for the laſt 
two and twenty years. He by no means concurred in 
thinking that the preſent obloquy which had been ſo la- 
viſhly thrown upon him, was deſerved. He perceived in 
that meeting a very general and prevailing ſpirit of mode- 
ration. There was, to be ſure, a good deal of noiſe and 


ſome confuſion, but not more, nor ſo much as he had fre- 


quently ſeen in that Houſe when intemperate advocates for 

the meaſures of Adminiſtration were bent upon calling 
for the queſtion, and filencing by clamour all rational diſ- 

J 5 3 


Sir Gregory Page Turner made a ſpeech againſt the motion. 
He thanked God he had been uniform in oppoſing all ſuch 
queſtions ever ſince he was a boy. It was not much in his 
manner to oppoſe the meaſures of Miniſters, but when the 


right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer ſet out in his 
political life by heing a reformer, he oppoſed him, and he 


thould continue to oppoſe every perſon upon the ſame ground. 


The Conftitution, which had exiſted for ſo many years, 
down to the time of his father, he would not agree to 


change. 


Mr. Pollen faid, that he was convinced of the neceſſity and 
of the wiſdom of a temperate reform of the repreſentation of 
the people. It was in vain to contend againſt the exigency- 
Every man who went into a populous place at the time of an 
election, muſt be ſenſible that things could not go on on their 
; preſent footing. Every hand was open for a bribe. All idea 
of a repreſentation was ſcouted. It was a mere profligate 2 
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of corruption, am conſequently preſented to Government the 
certain means of influencing the majority in that Houſe. He 
ſhould certainly vote for the motion, by which time and 
opportunity would be given to diſcufs the merits of the pro- 
poſed plan, and to adopt or reject it upon mature delibe- 
ration. 15 . „ 
Mr. Fox ſaid, much and often as this queſtion has been diſ- 
cuſſed, both within theſe walls and without, and late as the 
hour is, I feel it my duty to make ſome obſervations, and to 
deliver my opinion on a meaſure of high importance at all 
times, but which, at the preſent period, is become infinitely 
more intereſting than ever. I fear, however, that my con- 
viction on this ſubject is not common to the Houſe. I fear 
that we are not likely to be agreed as to the importance of the 
meaſure, nor as to the neceſſity ; ſince, by the manner in 
which it has been diſcuſſed this night, I foreſee that, fo far 
from being unanimous on the propoſition, we ſhall not be 
agreed as to the fituation and circumſtances of the country it- 
ſelf, much leſs as to the nature of the meaſures, which, in 
my mind, that ſituation and thoſe circumftances imperiouſſy 
demand. I cannot ſuppreſs my aſtoniſhment at the tone and 
manner of Gentlemen on this day, The arguments that have 
been uſed would lead the mind to believe that we are in a ſtate 
of peace and tranquillity, and that our circumſtances are flou- 
riſhing and glorious; that we enjoy the happineſs of internal 
_ concord, order, and proſperity, which again convey for our 
foreign relations ſtrength, ſecurity, and reſpec; and that we 
have no provocation to any ſteps to improve the benefits we 
enjoy, or to retrieve any misfortune that we have incurred. 
To perſons who feel this to be our ſituation, every propoſition 
tending to meliorate the condition of the country muſt be ſub- 
ject of jealouſy and alarm, and if we really differ ſo widely in 
ſentiment as to the ſtate of the country, I ſee no probability of 
an agreement in any meaſure that is propoſed. For myſelf, 
and according to my view of our circumſtances, all. that part 
of the argument againſt reform which relates to the danger of 
innovation, is ſtrangely miſplaced by thoſe who think with 
me, that fo far from procuring the mere chance of practical 
benefits by a reform, it is only by a reform that we can have 
a chance of reſcuing ourſelves from. a ſtate of extreme peril 
and diſtreſs, Such is my view of our ſituation. I think it ſo 
perilous, ſo imminent, that though I do not feel conſcious of 
deſpair, an emotion which the heart ought not to admit, yet it 
comes nearer to that ſtate of hazard, when the ſentiment of 
deſpair, rather than of hope, may be ſuppoſed to taken poſſeſ- 
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of Commons ſpoke the ſenſe of the country, that at the 


general election the people had had it in their power to 
Chooſe men who had oppoſed the war, and that having 
done the contrary was a proof of its being popular. Be- 


fore this argument was admitted, it muſt be aſſumed, that 
the voice of the people was free, and that the elections ſpoke 


their genuine ſenſe. If that were true, there would be no 
neceſſity for reform. At the ſame time it was obvious, 


that in places where popular ſpirit did prevail, men gained 
or loſt the election as they had oppoſed or ſupported the 


preſent war. He was himſelf an inſtance of this fact; 


and an honourable Baronet had loſt his election in the ſans | 


place, ſubſtantively becauſe he had given his countenance 
to the Miniſters in the preſent war. A good deal had been 


ſaid about the meeting at the Crown and Anchor. He 


had attended that meeting, as he had generally attended 


aimoſt every meeting for Parliamentary Reform for the laſt 
two and twenty years. He by no means concurred in 


thinking that the preſent obloquy which had been fo la- 
viſhly thrown upon him, was deſerved. He perceived in 
that meeting a very general and prevailing ſpirit of mode- 


ration. There was, to be ſure, a good deal of noiſe and 


ſome confuſion, but not more, nor ſo much as he had fre- 


quently ſeen in that Houſe when intemperate advocates for 


the meaſures of Adminiſtration were bent upon calling 


for the queſtion, and ſilencing by clamour all rational dif- 


cuſſion. 


Sir Gregory Page Turner made a ſpeech againſt the motion. 
He thanked God he had been uniform in oppoſing all ſuch 


queſtions ever ſince he was a boy. It was not much in his 


manner to oppoſe the meaſures of Miniſters, but when the 
right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer ſet out in his 


political life by being a reformer, he oppoſed him, and he 


thould continue to oppoſe every perſon upon the fame ground. 
The Conſtitution, which had exiſted for fo many years, 


down to the time of his father, he would not agree to 


change. 


Mr. Pollen ſaid, that lie was convinced of the neceſſity and 


of the wiſdom of a temperate reform of the repreſentation of 
the people. It was in vain to contend againſt the exigency. 


Every man who went into a populous place at the time of an 
election, muſt be ſenſible that things could not go on on their 


preſent footing. Every hand was open for a bribe. All idea 
of a repreſentation was ſcouted. It was a mere profligate ſcene 
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of corruption, ani conſequently preſented to Government the 
certain means of influencing the majority in that Houſe. He 

ſhould certainly vote for the motion, by which time and 


opportunity would be given to diſcuſs the merits of the pro- 


poſed plan, and to adopt or reject it upon mature delibe- 


ration. | 


Mr. Fox ſaid, much and often as this queſtion has been diſ- 


cuſſed, both within theſe walls and without, and late as the 
hour is, I feel it my duty to make ſome obſervations, and to 
deliver my opinion on a meaſure of high importance at all 


times, but which, at the preſent period, is become infinitely 
more intereſting than ever. I fear, however, that my con- 
viction on this ſubje is not common to the Houſe. I fear 


that we are not likely to be agreed as to the importance of the 
meaſure, nor as to the neceſſity; ſince, by the manner in 
which it has been diſcuſſed this night, I foreſee that, ſo far 
from being unanimous on the propoſition, we ſhall not be 
agreed as to the fituation and circumſtances of the country it- 


ſelf, much leſs as to the nature of the meaſures, which, in 


my mind, that ſituation and thoſe circumftances imperiouſly 


demand. I cannot ſuppreſs my aſtoniſhment at the tone and 
manner of Gentlemen on this day, The arguments that have 


been uſed would lead the mind to believe that we are in a ſtate 


of peace and tranquillity, and that our circumſtances are flou- 


riſhing and glorious; that we enjoy the happineſs of internal 


concord, order, and proſperity, which again convey for our 


foreign relations ſtrength, ſecurity, and reſpect; and that we 


have no provocation to any ſteps to improve the benefits we 


enjoy, or to retrieve any misfortune that we have incurred. 


To perſons who ſeel this to be our ſituation, every propoſition 


tending to meliorate the condition of the country muſt be ſub- 
ject of jealouſy and alarm, and if we really differ fo widely in 
{ſentiment as to the ſtate of the country, I ſee no probability of 


an agreement in any meaſure that is propoſed. For myſelf, 
and according to my view of our circumſtances, all that part 


of the argument againſt reform which relates to the danger of 


innovation, is ſtrangely miſplaced by thoſe who think with 


me, that fo far from procuring the mere chance of practical 
benefits by a reform, it is only by a reform that we can have 
a chance of reſcuing ourſelves from a ſtate of extreme peril 
and diſtreſs, Such is my view of our ſituation. I think it ſo 
perilous, ſo imminent, that though I do not feel conſcious of 


deſpair, an emotion which the heart ought not to admit, yet it 


comes nearer to that ſtate of hazard, when the ſentiment of 
deſpair, rather than of hope, may be ſuppoſed to taken poſſeſ- 
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ſion of the mind. I feel myſelf to be the member of a com- 
munity in which the boldeſt man, without any imputation of 
cowardice, may dread that we are not merely approaching to a 
Mate of extreme peril, but of abſolute diſſolution; and with 
this conviction, indeliby impreſſed upon my heart, Gentle- 
men will not believe that 1 diſregard all the general argu- 
ments that have been uſed againſt the motion on the ſcore of 
the danger of innovation, from any diſreſpect to the honour- 
able Members who have urged them, or to the ingenuity with 
which they have been preſſed, but becauſe I am firmly per- 
ſuaded that they are totally inapplicable to the circumſtances 
under which we come to the diſcuffion. With the ideas that 
I entertain, I cannot liſten for a moment to the ſuggeſtions 
that are applicable only to other ſituations, and to other times; 
for unleſs we are reſolved, in a helpleſs pufillanimity, or in a 
ſtupid torpor, to ſuccumb, and to wait with reſignation the 
approach of our doom, to lie down and die, we muſt take bold 
and deciſive meaſures for our deliverance, We mult not be 
deterred by meaner apprehenfions. We muſt combine all our 
ſtrength, fortify one another by the communion of our cou- 
rage, and by a ſeaſonable exertion of national wiſdom, patrio- 
tiſm, and vigour, take meaſures for the chance of ſalvation, bY 
| and encounter with unapalled hearts all the enemies, foreign 5 
PF and internal, all the dangers and calamities of every kind which 
pPreſs ſo heavily upon us. Such is my view of the preſent 
emergency of England, and under this impreſſion I cannot for 
| a moment liſten to the argument of danger ariſing from inno- = 
E vation, ſince our ruin is inevitable if we purſue the courſe N 
* which has brought us to the brink of the precipice. But be- | 
fore I enter on the ſubject of the propofition that has been 
made to us, I muſt take notice of an inſinuation that has again 
and again been flung out by Gentlemen on the other ſide of 
the Houſe on party feelings, in which they affect to deplore the 
. exiſtence of a ſpirit injurious to the welfare of the public. I 
| ſuſpect, by the frequent repetition of this inſinuation, that 
they are deſirous of making it be believed, or that they under- 
ſtand themſelves by the word party . an unprincipled 
combination of men for the purſuit of office and its emolu- 
ments; the cagerneſs of zeal of which lead them to entertain 
and to act upon feelings of perſonal enmity, ill will, and oppo- 
ſition to his Majeſty's Miniſters. If ſuch be their interpreta- 
tion of party feelings, or if the term be ſo underſtood by the 
Houſe, I muſt ſay that I am utterly unconſcious of any ſuch 
feeling, and I am ſure that I can ſpeak with confidence for my 
friends, that they are aCtuated by no motives of ſo debaſing a 
8 | BL. nature 
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nature; but if they underſtand by party feelings that men of 
honour, who entertain ſimilar principles, conceive that thoſe 
principles may be more beneficially and ſucceſsfully purſued by 
the force of mutual ſupport, harmony, and confidential con- 


nexion, then I adopt the interpretation, and have no ſcruple 
in faying that it is for the advantage of the country ; an 


advantage to the cauſe of truth and the Conſtitution ; an ad- 


vantage to freedom- and humanity ; an advantage to whatever 


honourable object they may be engaged in, that men pur- 


ſur it with the united force of party feeling, that is to ſay, 
- purſue it with the confidence, zeal, and ſpirit which the 
- communion of juſt confidence is likely to inſpire; and if 
the honourable Gentlemen apply this deſciiption of party feel- 


ings to the purſuit in which we ate-engaged, I am equally jea- 
dy to ſay that the diſaſtrous condition of the empire ought to 
animate and invigorate the union of all thoſe who feel it to be 


their duty to check and arreſt a career that threatens us with 


ſuch inevitable ruin. For furely thoſe who think that party is 


a good thing for ordinary occaſions, muſt admit that it is pecu- 


liarly fo on emergencies like the preſent; it is peculiarly in- 
cumbent upon men who feel the value of united exertion to 
combine all their ſtrength to extricate the veſſel when in dan- 


ger of being ſtranded. But Gentlemen ſeem to inſinuate that 


is union of action is directed more \ naw} eg than mea- 
fures, and that alluſions ought not to be made to the conduct 
of particular men; it is not eaſy to analyſe this ſort of impura 


tion, for it is not eaſy to disjoin the meaſure from its author, 


nor to examine the origin and progreſs of any evil without alſo 
enquiring into and ſcrutinizing the motives and the conduct of 


the perſons who gave it riſe. How, for inſtance, is it poſſible 
for us to enter into the diſcuſſion of the particular queſtion 

now before the Houſe, without a certain mixture of perſonal 
alluſion? We complain that the repreſentation of the people in 
Parliament is defective. How docs this complaint originate ? 


From the conduct of the majorities in Parliament. Does not 
this naturally lead us to enquire whether there is not ſome- 


thing fundamentally erroneous in election, or ſomething inci- 


dentally vicious in the treatment of thoſe majorities? We 
ſurely muſt be permitted to enquire whether the fault and ca- 
lamity of which we complain is inherent in the nature of the 


inſtitution, in which nothing perſonal is to be aſcribed to Mi- 
niſters, as it will operate in a more or leſs degree in all the cir- 
cumſtances in which we may find ourſelves, or whether it is 


not an occaſional abuſe 'of the original inſtitution, applica- 


ble only to theſe times and to theſe men, in which they are 
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peculiarly guilty, but from which ſyſtem repreſentation itſelf 
- ought to ſtand abſolved. I put the queſtion in this way, in 
order to ſhew that a certain degree of perſonality is inſe- 
parable from the diſcuſſion, and that gentlemen cannot with 
juſtice aſcribe to the bitterneſs of party feelings, what flows 
out of the principle of free enquiry. Indeed this is a preg- 
nant example of there being nothing peculiarly hoſtile 
to perfons in this ſubj :&; it is not a thing now taken up for 
the firſt time, meditated and conceived in particular hoſtility 
to the right hon. Gentleman. Be it remembered that he him- 
ſelf has again and again introduced and patronized the fame 
ſubject, and, that on all the occaſions on which he has brought 
it forward, it has invariably received BY. appr obation and ſup- 
port. 
Es When be brought it fwd firſt i in the year 1782, that = 
| by the bye in a time of war, and in a time of ſevere preſſure 
of public calamity, I gave to the propoſition of the honour- 
able Gentleman my feeble ſupport. Again when he brought 
it forward in the year 1783, at a time when I was in an of- 
ft ce high in his Majeſty's fervice, I gave it my ſupport. 
Again, in the year 1785, when the right honourable Gen- 
tleman himſelf was in place, and renewed his propoſition, it 
had my covntenance and ſupport. I have invariably declared 
myſelf a friend to Parliamentary Reform by whomſoever 
propoſed ; and though in all the diſcuſſions that have hereto- 
fore taken place, I have had occaſion to expreſs my doubt as 


to the efficacy of the particular mode, I have never heſitated 


to ſay that the principle itſelf was beneficial, and that though 
not called for with the urgency which ſome perſons, and 
among others the right honourable Gentleman, declared to 
exiſt, | conſtantly was of opinion that it ought not to be diſ- 
couraged. Now, however; that all doubt upon the ſubject is 
removed by the preſſure of our calamities, and that no ſpark 
of hope remains for the country, and the dreadful alternative 
feems to be whether we ſhall ſink into the moſt abject thral- 
dom on the one fide, or continue in the courſe until we are 
driven into the horrors of anarchy on the other, I can have 
no heſitation in ſaying that the plan of recurring to the prin+ 

_ ciple of melioration which the Conſtitution points out, is be- 
come 2 defideratum to the people of Great-Britain. Be- 
_ tween the alternatives of baſe and degraded flavery on the- 
one ſide, or of tumultuous, though, probably, ſhort-lived 
anarchy on the other, es no man would heſitate to make 
| his Fhaiee, yet, if there be a caurſe obvious and practicable, 
| EE which, 


theory, but upon actual obſervation of what is paſſing in the 
world. I conceive that if we are not reſolved to ſhut our 


prove to me that timely acquieſcence with the deſires of the 
people is more dangerous than obſtinate reſiſtance to their 


France at the commencement of the Revolution, that it is 


or of character. It is not neceſſary for me I am ſure to enter 


is not able to draw from it warning and inſtruction; it holds 


dom, and by which the King's Miniſters were fatally able 


told that there are in England, as it is ſaid that there were in 
Ireland, a ſmall number of perſons deſirous of throwing the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer did not repreſent my honour- 
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which, without either violence or innovation, may lead us 
back to the vigour we have loſt, to the energy that has been 
ſtifled, to the independence that has been undermined, and 
yet preſerve every thing in its place, a moment ought not to 
be loſt in embracing the chance which this fortunate pro- 
viſion of the Britiſh ſyſtem has made for Britiſh ſafety. This 
is my opinion, and it is not an opinion merely founded upon 


eyes to the inſtructive leſſons of the times, we muſt be con- 
vinced of the propriety of ſeaſonable conceſſion. I ſee no- 
thing in what is called the lamentable example of France to 


demands; but the ſituations of Great-Britain and France are 
ſo eſſentially different, there is ſo little in common between 
the character of England at this day and the character of 


impoſſible to reaſon upon them from parity of circumſtances 


into any analyſis of the eſſential differences between the cha- 
rater of a people that had been kept for ages in the barba- 
riſm of fervitude, and a people who have enjoyed for ſo long 
a time the light of freedom. But we have no occaſion to 
go to France for example; another country nearer to our 
hearts, with which we are better acquainted, opens to us a 
book ſo legible and clear, that he muſt be blind indeed who 


forth a leſſon which is intelligible to dullneſs itſelf---let us 
look to the kingdom of Ireland, and fee how remarkably the 
arguments and reaſoning of this day tally with the arguments 
and reaſoning that unfortunately prevailed in the fiſter King- 


to overpower the voice of reafon and patriotiſm, and ſtifle all 
attention to the prayers and application of the people. It is 
impoſſible for any coincidence to be more perfect. We are 


country into confuſion, and of alienating the affections of 
the people from the eſtabliſhed Government. Permit me, 
Mr. Speaker, in paſſing, to obſerve that the right honourable 


able Friend (Mr. Erſkine) quite correctly, when he ſtated 


Vo k. HI. 1797. | that 
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that my learned Friend admitted the exiſtence of ſuch men. 
On the contrary, the argument of my learned Friend was 
h ypothetical ; he ſaid, if it be true, as it is fo induſtriouſly 
allerted, that ſuch and ſuch men do exiſt in the country, 


then ſurely in wiſdom you ought to prevent their number 


from increaſing by timely conciliation of the body of mode- 
rate men, Who deſire only reform. In this opinion, I per- 


fectly acquieſce with my learned Friend I believe that the 
number of perſons who are diſcontented with the Govern- 


ment of the country, and who deſire to overthrow it, are 


very, very few, indeed. But the honourable Gentleman 


fays, that the friends of moderate reform are few, and that 
no advantage is to be gained by conceding to this very ſmall 
body what will not ſatisfy the violent, which he contends is 
more numerous; and he vehemently demands to know 


whom he is to divide, whom to ſeparate, and what benefit 


he is to obtain from this ſurrender? To this I anſwer, that 
if there are two ſuch bodies, it is wiſdom, it is policy to 


prevent the one from falling into the other, by granting to 


the moderate what is juſt and reaſonable. If the argument 


of the right honourable Gentleman be correct, the neceſlity 
for conceſſion is more imperious, it is only by this means 


that you can check the ſpirit of proſelytiſm, and prevent a 
converſion that by and bye will de too formidable for you to 


reſiſt. Mark this, and fee how it applies to the precedent of 
| Ireland. | In the report that has been made by the Parlia- 


ment of that kingdom on the preſent diſorders, it is ſaid, that 
fo long ago as the year 1791, there exiſted ſome men in that 


country, and ſome ſocieties, who harboured the deſire of 
ſeparation from England, and who wiſhed to ſet up a Re- 
publican form of Government. The report does not ſtate 
what was the preciſe number of thoſe ſocieties in 1791; they 
declare, however, that the number was ſmall and inſignifi- 


cant. From ſmall beginnings, however, they have increaſed 


to the alarming number of one hundred thouſand men. B 
what means have they fo increafed, and who have been the 


converts and proſelytes who thus ſwelled their numbers to ſo 
gigantic a ſize? Obviouſly the men who had no ſuch deſire, 
no ſuch feelings, no ſuch deſign originally ; j obviouſly the 


| perſons who had no other object in view in all the petitions 
which they preſented, and in all the applications which they 
made, than Catholic er mancipation and reform of Parlia- 


ment, This is alſo admitted by the report. The ſpirit of 
. e | | reforms 
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, reform ſpread over the country, they made humble, earneſt, 
4 and repeated applications to the Caſtle for redreſs, but there 
: they found a fixed determination to reſiſt every claim, and a 
5 rooted averſion to every thing that bore even the colour of 
A reform. They made their applications to all the eminent 
and | conſiderable characters in the country, who had on 
former occaſions diſtinguiſhed themſelves by exertions in the 
opular cauſe, and of theſe juſtly eminent men I deſire to 
| Foeak as I feel, with the utmoſt reſpect for their talents and 
_ virtues, and for the warm intereſt which they take in the 
welfare of the country. But, unfortunately, they were ſo 
alarmed by the French Revolution and by the cry which had 
been ſo artfully ſet up by Miniſters of the danger of infec- 
tion, that they could not liſten to the complaint. What was 
the conſequence ? Theſe bodies of men, who found it in 
vain to expect it from the Government, at the Caſtle, or 
from the Parliament, and having no where elſe to recur to 
for redreſs, joined the ſocieties, whom the report accuſes of 
cheriſhing the deſire of ſeparation from England, and im- 
bibed and became convents to all thoſe notions of ex- 
travagant and frantic ambition, which the report lays to 
their charge, and which threatens conſequences ſo dreadful 
and alarming, that no man can contemplate them without 
horror and diſmay. What, then, is the leſſon. to be derived 
from this example? But that the comparatively ſmall ſocie- 
ties of 1791, became ſtrong and formidable by the acceſſion 
of the many who had nothing in common with them in the 
outſet. I with it were poflible for us to draw the line more 
accurately between the ſmall number that the report de- 
{cribes to have had miſchievous objects originally in view, 
and the numerous bodies who were inade converts by the 
negle& of their petition for conſtitutional rights. Is it im- 
probable that the original few were not more than ten or 
twenty thouſand in number? What, then, do I learn from 
this? That the unwiſe, impolitic, and unjult refuſal of Go- 4 
vernment, to attend to the applications of the moderate, NH 
made eighty or ninety thouſand proſelytes from moderation if 


9 * o 1 oi 

to violence. This is the leſſon which the book of Ireland #9 
exhibits, Can you refuſe your aſſent to the moral? Will! 1 
p 1 

any man argue, that if reform had been conceded to the 1 


eighty or ninety thouſand moderate petitioners, that you 
would have this day to deplore the union of one hundred 
thouſand men, bent on objects ſo extenſive, ſo alarming, ſo 
calamitous? I wiſh to warn you by this example; every 

2022 Is argu- 
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argument that you have heard uſed to-day was uſed in Dub- 
lin. In the ſhort-ſfighted pride and obſtinacy of the Govern- 
ment, they turned a Seal ear to the ſupplicant ; they have 
now, perhaps, in the open field to brave the aſſertor. Un- 
warned, untutored by example, are you ſtill to go on with 
the ſame contemptuous and ſtubborn pride. I by no means 
think that Great-Britain is at this moment in the ſituation, or 
that it preſents the aſpect of Ireland. I by no means think 
that the diſcontents of this country haye ariſen to a height 
as to make us fear for the general peace of the country; but 
1 deprecate the courſe which was purſued in Ireland. What 
England is now, Ireland was in 1791. What was ſaid of 
the few, they have now applied to the many; and as there 
are diſcontents in this country,” which we can neither diſ- 
ſemble nor conceal, let us not, by an unwiſe and criminal 
diſdain, irritate and fret them into violence and diſorder. 
| The diſcontents may happily ſubſide, but a man muſt be 
either ſanguine indeed in his temper, or dull in his intellect, 
if he would leave to the operation of chance what he might 
more certainly obtain by the exerciſe of reaſon. Every thing 
that is dear and urgent to the minds of Engliſhmen preſſes 
upon us; in the critical moment at which I now addreſs 
ou, a day, an hour, ought not to clapſe, without giving to 
courſelves the chance of this recovery. When Government 
is daily preſenting itſelf in the ſhape of weakneſs that borders 
on diſſolution, unequal to all the functions ot uſeful ſtrength, | 
and formidable only in pernicious corruption; weak in 
power, and ſtrong only in influence, and 1 to be told that 
ſuch a ſtate of things can go on with ſafety to any branch of 
the Conſtitution? If men think that under the impreſſion of 
ſuch a ſyſtem we can go on without a material recurrence to 
firſt principles, they argue in direct oppoſition to all theory 
and to all practice. Theſe diſcontents cannot, in their na- 
ture, ſubſide under detected weakneſs and expoſed incapa- 
| city. In their progreſs and increaſe, as increaſe they muſt, 
\n who ſhall ſay that direction can be given to the torrent, or, 
that having broken its bounds, it can be kept from over- 
whelming the country? Sir. it is not the part of ſtateſmen, 
it is not the part of rational beings, to amuſe ourſelves with 
ſuch fallacious dreams; we mult not ſet down and lament 
over our hapleſs ſituation, we muſt not deliver ourſelves up 
1 to an imbecile deſpondency that would animate the approach 
of danger; but by a ſeaſonable, alert, and vigorous meaſure 


JL | of 
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of wiſdom, meet it with, what we think, a ſufficient and a 
ſeaſonable remedy. We may be diſappointed, we may fail 
in the application, for no man can be certain of his footing 
on ground that is unexplored, but we ſhall at leaſt have a 
chance for ſucceſs, we ſhall at leaſt do what belongs to legiſ- 
lators, and to rational beings on the occaſion, and I have 
confidence that our efforts would not be in vain. I ſay that 
we ſhould give ourſelves a chance, and, I may add, the beſt 
chance for deliverance ; ſince it would exhibit to the country Ki 
a proof that we had conquered the firſt great difficulty that j 
ſtood in the way of bettering our condition—We had con- i 
quered ourſelves. We had given a generous triumph to 
reaſon over prejudice, we had given the death blow to thoſe |; j 
miſerable diſtinctions of VHhig and Tory, under which the { 
warfare had been maintained between pride and privilege, | 0 
and through the contention of our rival jcalouſies, the genu- 1 
ine rights of the many had been gradually undermined, ang | 
| 
| 
g 


frittered away. I ſay, that this would be giving us the beſt 1 
chance, becauſe ſeeing every thing go on from bad to worſe, Wh 
ſeeing the progreſs of the moſt ſcandalous waſte countenanced Fl 
by the moſt criminal confidence, and that the effrontery of 1 
corruption no longer required the maſk of concealment ; ſee- 1 
ing liberty daily infringed, and the vital ſprings of the nation 
inſufficient for the extravagance of a diſſipating government, 1 
_T muſt believe, that unleſs the people are mad or ſtupid, they nl 
will ſuſpect that there is ſomething fundamentally falſe and 6 
vicious in our ſyſtem, and-which no reform would be equal to 
correct. Then, to prevent all this, and to try if we can effect a 
reform without touching the main pillars of the Conſtitution, Wh 
without changing its forms or diſturbing the harmony of its 1 
parts, without putting any thing out of its place, or affecting _ 
the ſecurites which we juſtly hold to be fo ſacred, I ſay, that BUY 


it is the only chance which we have for retrieving our misfor- WY 
tunes by the road of quiet and tranquility, and by which na- 1 
tional ſtrength may be recovered without diſturbing the pro- 1 
perty of a ſingle individual. It has been ſaid, that the Houſe Bil 


poſſeſſes the confidence of the country as much as ever, this in Wilt. 
truth is a much as to ſay, that his Majeſty's Miniſters poſſeſs 
the confidence of the country in the ſame degree as ever, ſince 
the majority of the Houſe ſupport and applaud the meaſures of 
the Government, and give their countenance to all the evils 
which we are doomed to endure, ' I was very much ſurpriſed 
to hear any propoſition ſo unaccountable advanced by any per- 
ſon connected with Miniſters, particularly as the noble 10 
| . | | a 
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had but a ſentence or two before acknowledged, that there had 
been to be ſure a number of petitions preſented to his Majeſty 
for the dimiſſion of his Miniſters ; the one aſſertion is utterly 
incompatible with the other, unleſs he means to aſſert that the 
petitions which- have been preſented to the Throne are of no 
importance. The noble Lord can hardly, | think, ſpeak in 
this contemptuous manner of the petitions of Middleſex, Lon- 
don, Weſtminſter, Surry, Hampſhire, York, Edinburgh, 
Glaſgow, and many other places, unleſs the noble Lord means 
to inſinuate that they are proofs only of our very great induſtry, 
and that they are not the genuine ſenſe of the diſtricts from 
which they came. If the noble Lord aſcribes them to our in- 
duftry, he gives us credit for much more merit of that kind 
than we are entitled to; it certainly is not the peculiar charac- 
teriſtic of the preſent Oppoſition, that they are very. induſtrious 
in agitating the public mind. But grant to the noble Lord his 
pofition—be it to our induſtry that all theſe petitions are to be 
aſcribed. If induſtry could procure them, was it our moderation, 
our good will and forbearance that has made us for fourteen . 
years relax from this induſtry, and never bring forward theſe 
petitions until now. No, Sir, it is not to our induſtry that 
_ they are to be aſcribed now, nor to our forbearance that they 
qid not come before. He will not give us credit for this for- 
bearance ; and the conſequence i is, that he muſt own upon his 
imputation of induſtry, that the preſent is the firſt time woen 
we were fure of the People, and that theſe petitions are a proof 
that at length the confidence of the People in Miniſters is 
ſhaken. That it is fo, it is in vain for the noble Lord, or for 
any other friend of thoſe Miniſters, to contend ; they who in 
former times were eager to ſhew their confidence by addreſſes, 
Have now been as eager to expreſs their ſenſe in petitions for 
their removal. How then can we fay, that the confidence of 
the People is not ſhaken? Is confidence to be always againſt the 
People, and never for them? It is a notable argument, that be · 
cauſe we do not find at the general election very different 
changes in the Repreſentation, that the ſentiments of the 
People continue the ſame in favour of the war, and in favour 
of his Majeſty's Miniſters, The very ground of the preſent 
diſcuſſion gives the anſwer to this argument. Why do we 
agitate the queſtion of Parliamentary Reform ? Becauſe a ge- 
neral election does not afford to the People the means of ex- 
preſſing their voice; becauſe this Houſe is not a ſufficient Re- 
preſentative of the People. Gentlemen are fond of arguing in 
this circle. When we contend that Miniſters have not the 
confidence of the People, they tell us that Parliament is the 


faithful 
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faithful Repreſentative of the ſenſe of the People. When we af- 
ſert that the Repreſentation is defeCtive, and ſhew from the peti- 
tions to the Throne that the Houſe does not ſpeak the voice of 
the People, they turn to the general election, and ſay, at this pe- 
riod they had an opportunity of chooſing faithful organs of their 
opinions, and becauſe very little or no change has taken place 
in the Repreſentation, the ſenſe of the people muſt be the 
ſame. Sir, it is in vain four Gentlemen to ſhelter themſelves un- 
der this mode of reaſoning. We aſſert, that under the preſent 
form and practice of elections, we cannot expect to ſee any re- 
markable change produced by a General Election. We muſt 
argue from experience. Let us look back to the period of the 
American war. It will not be contended by the right honour- 
able Gentleman, that towards the end of that war, it became 
not extremely unpopular, and the King's Miniſters loſt the con- 
fidence of the nation. In the year 1780, a diſſolution took 
place, and then it was naturally imagined by ſuperficial ob- 
ſervers, who did not examine the real ſtate of Repreſentation, 
that the people would have returned a Parliament that would 
have unequivocally ſpoken their ſentiments on the occaſion. 
What was the caſe? 1 am able to ſpeak with conſiderable 
preciſion. At that time I was much more than TI am at pre- 
ſent in the way of knowing perſonally the individuals returned, 
and of making an accurate eſtimate of the acceſſion gained to 
the popular fide by that election. I can take upon me to ſay, 
that the change was very ſmall indeed, not more than three or 
four perſons were added to the number of thofe who had from 
the beginning oppoſed the diſaſtrous career of the Miniſters in 
that war. I remember that upon that occaſion Lord North 
made uſe of preciſely the ſame argument as is now brought 
forward. What,” ſaid he, can you contend the war is 
** unpopular, after the declaration in its favour that the People 
< have made by their choice of Repreſentatives? the General 
Election is the proof that the war continues to be war of the 
People of England.” Such was the argument of Lord 
North, and yet it was notoriouſly otherwiſe. So notoriouſly 
otherwiſe, that the right honourable Gentleman, the preſent 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, made a juſt and ftriking uſe of 
it, to demonſtrate the neceſſity of a Dory Reform. 
He referred to this event as to a demonſtration of this doctrine. 
„ You ſee, faid he, ** that fo defeCtive, fo inadequate, is the 
6 preſent practice, at leaſt of the elective franchiſe, that no im- 
* preſſion of national calamity, no conviction of Miniſterial 
* error, no abhorrence of diſaſtrous war, are ſufficient to ſtand 
«*« againſt that corrupt influence which has mixed itſelf with 


election, 
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election, and which drowns and ſtifles the popular voice.“ 


Upon this ſtatement, and upon this unanſwerable argument, 


the right honourable Gentleman acted in 1782. When he 


5 propoſed a Parliamentary Reform, he did it exprefsly on the 


ground of the experience of 1780, and he made an explicit de- 
claration, that we had no other ſecurity by which to guard our- 
ſelves againſt the return of the ſame evils. He repeated this 
warning in 1783 and in 1785. It was the leading principle of 


his conduct, Without a Reform,“ ſaid he, * the nation 


cannot be ſafe; this war may be put an end to, but what 


will protect you againſt another? as certainly as the ſpirit 
„which engendered the preſent War actuates the Secret 


„Councils of the Crown, will you under the influence of a 
« defective Repreſentation be involved again in new wars, and 
« jn ſimilar calamities.” This was his argument, this was his 
prophecy, and the right honourable Gentleman was a true 
prophet. Preciſely as he ponounced it, the event happened ; 
another war took place, and I am ſure it will not be conſider- 
ed as an aggravation of its character, that it is at leaſt equal in 
diſaſter to the war of which the right honourable Gentleman 


complained. * The defect of Repreſentation,” he ſaid, is 
_ & the national diſeaſe, and unleſs you apply a remedy directly 
to that diſeaſe, you muſt inevitably take the confequences 
with which it is pregnant. 
any man deny that I reaſon right? Did not the right honour- 
able Gentleman demonſtrate his caſe? Good God, what a fate 
1s that of the right honourable Gentleman, and in what a ſtate 
of whimſical contradiction does he ſtand | During the whole 


29 


With ſoch an authority can 


courſe of his Adminiſtration, and particularly during the courſe 
of the preſent war, every prediction that he has made, every 
hope that he has held out, every prophecy that he has hazard- 
ed, have failed; he has diſappointed the expectations that he 


had raiſed; and every promiſe that he has held out, has proved 
to be a fallacy and a phantom. Vet, for theſe very declarations, 
and notwihſtanding theſe failures, we have called him a wiſe 

Miniſter. We have given him our confidence on account 


of his predictions, and have continued it upon their failure. 


Though no one event which he foretold has been verified, we 


have continued to behold him as the oracle of wiſdom ; but 
in the only inſtance in which he really predicted, as if by di- 


vine inſpiration what has come to paſs, in that we have 


treated bim with ſtubborn incredulity, In 1985, he pro- 


| nounced the awful prophecy, © Without a Parliamentary 


Reform the nation will be plunged into new wars; without 
« a Parliamentary Reform vou cannot be ſafe againſt bad 
5 . „ Miniſters, 
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« Miniſters, nor can even good Miniſters. be of uſe to vou.“ 
Such was his prediction; and it has come upon us. It would 
ſeem as if the whole life of the right honourable Gentleman, 
from that period had been deſtined by Providence for the illuf- 
tration of his warning. If I were diſpoſed to conſider him as 
a real enthuſiaſt) Td a bigot in divination, we might be apt 
to think that he had himſelf taken meaſures for the verifica- 
tion of his prophecy. He might now exclaim to us, with the, 
proud fervour ot ſucceſs, “ vou ſee the conſequence of not, 
lüiſtening to the Oracle I told. you what, would happen it. 
is true that your deſtruction is complete; | have plunged you 
into a new war; I have exhauſted you as a people; | have 
brought you to the brink of ruin, but I told you beforehand 
what would happen; I told you that without a reform in the 
repreſentation of the people, no Miniſter, however wiſe, could 
| fave you; you denied me my means, and you take the con- 
ſequence !“ I fav, Sir, that if J were to conſider him as a 
bigot to his doctrine, or that his mind was tinctured with ſu- 
perſtition, as we have heard of enthuſiaſts whoſe lives have 
been devoted to the fulfilment of their own predictions, the 
right honourable Gentleman's adminiſtration has been ſhaped, 
and his meaſures framed for bringing into a terrible demonſtra- 
tion the political doctrine with which he commenced his 
career. F | 9 5 
But a reform in the repreſentation of the people, ſay Gen- 
tlemen on the oppoſite ſide of the Houſe, is not called for by 
the country, and though meetings have been held in various 
parts of the country, and petitions have come up for the diſ- 
miſſal of Miniſters, they have not expreſſed a with for reform. 
In anſwer to this argument it is only neceſſary to obſerve, that 
the reſtrictions which have been recently laid on meetings 
of the people and on popular diſcuſſion may ſerve to account 
for the queſtion of reform not being mixed with that which 
is the ſubject of immediate conſideration. The purpoſe of the 
meeting is neceſſarily ſpecified in the requiſition to the Sheriff, 
and if any other buſineſs was attempted to be brought forward, 
the Sheriff would have the power of diſperſing the meeting. 
This has actually been experienced, for, at a meeting of a very 
reſpectable county in Ireland, the county of Antrim, after the 
immediate bufineſs for which they were aſſembled was tran- 
faced, that of a petition for the diſmiſſal of his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters, and of Catholic emancipation and reform, z motion 
was made for thanks to Earl Moira and myſelf on account of 
the ſteps that we have taken to turn the attention of Govern- 
Vol. III. 2399. A R ment 
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ment to the critical ſtate of that kingdom, a pretty unequivo- 
cal proof that the frecholders of that great and reſpectable 
county did not confider our proceedings as an interference 
with the independent legiſlature of the ſiſter kingdom; but 
what was the conduct of the Sheriff on the occaſion ? 1 do not 
at all complain of it as wrong, becauſe I think that buſineſs 
ought always to be previouſly announced, but it ſerves to ſhew 
the power of the Sheriff in ſuch caſe. The Sheriff declared 
that he could not put the queſtion, though he had perſonally 
no objeCtion to it, becauſe it did not make a part of the buſi- 
neſs mentioned in the requiſition. Now, Sir, this is only an 
example to prove, that however well diſpoſed to Parliamentary 
reform, the people could not with propriety introduce them 
Into the petitions agreed upon by meetings called for a different 
_ purpoſe. Their filence upon the ſubject is no proof either 
way; the honourable Gentleman will not prophecy that be- 
cauſe petitions have not come up, petitions will not come, It 
was perhaps a prudent reſolution to think of one ſubject only 
at a time; perhaps they thought that the ſureſt, if not the 
only way to accompliſh a reform in the repreſentation, was to 
_ procure the removal of thoſe Miniſters who had abandoned 
the meaſure. But granting even the fact, that the country 
does not now call for this reform, a fact, which, eg! | 
deny, but is the country in ſuch a ſituation as to make it im- 
probable that the univerſal demand of Parliamentary reform, 
which has burſt from the people of Ireland, will not be ſpeedily. 
communicated by ſympathy to the people of England? When 
I ſee that the treatment which the people of Ireland have re- 
cebived upon this ſubject, has exaſperated their minds to ſuch a a 
degree as to throw the whole of that kingdom into confuſion, 
and that we have daily to dread the danger of actual inſur- 
rection, ſhall I not take meaſures to prevent the rife of a 
paſſion that may ſwell into equal tumult? The nearneſs of 
the two countries, the {ſympathetic intereſt, the ſimilarity 
of language, of conſtitution, and almoſt of ſuffering, make it 
Probable that one nation will catch the diſeaſe of the other, 
_ unleſs we interpoſe a ſeaſonable cure, or rather preventive of. 
the malady, Is it not deſirable in a moment of ſuch agita- 
tion, and on the eve of ſuch. a crifis as we are likely to en- 
counter? It is wiſdom, it is prudence, to ere& a ſtandard, 
around which all the patriotiſm and the moderation of the 
kingdom may rally, and the Government may be ſtrengthen- 
ed againſt the violence of the few by the countenance and ſup- 
port of the many. If it be true, as we have been taught 1 A 


[ 
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lieve by our anceſtors, that that Government is the ſtrongeſt 


whoſe baſis is the broadeſt, it muſt be conceded to me, that a 


prudent extenſion of the repreſentative ſyſtem is a e 


means of widening the foundations of the fabric of the Britiſh 
Government. The right hon. Gentleman ſpeaks of the ſtrength 
of Government ; what ſymptom of ſtrength” does it exhibit? Is 
it the cordiality of all the branches of the national force? Is it 
the harmony that happily reigns in all the departments of the. 


Executive power? Is it the reciprocal affection that ſubſiſts 


between the Government and the people? Is it in the energy 
with which the people are eager and alert to carry into execu- 
tion the meaſures of the adminiſtration, from the heart-felt 
conviction that they are founded in wiſdom, favourable to 
their own freedom, and calculated for national happineſs? Is 


it becauſe our reſources are flouriſhing and untouched, be- 
cauſe our vigour is diminiſhed, becauſe our ſpirit is animated 


by ſucceſs, and our courage by our glory? Is it becauſe Go- 
vernment have in a perilous ſituation, when they have been 


obliged to call upon the country for ſacrifices, ſhewn a con- 
ciliating tenderneſs and regard for the rights of the people, as 
well as a marked diſintereſtedneſs and forbearance on their own 


parts, by which they have, in an exemplary manner, made 
their own ceconomy to keep pace with the increaſed demands 


for the public ſervice; and have they by theſe means ſecured. 
to the Government the confidence, the affection, the genero- 


ſity, and the ſpirit of the people? Are theſe the reſources of 


the ſtrength of Government? J forbear, Sir, to puſh the 


enquiry; I forbear to allude more particularly to ſymptoms 
which no man can contemplate at this moment without grief 
and diſmay. It is not the declarations of right honourable 


| Gentlemen: that conſtitute the ſtrength of a Government. 


You. may deceive yourſelves by lofty and vain language, but 


you yourſelyes will be the only dupes; that Government alone 


is ſtrong that has the hearts of the people, and will any man 


_ contend that we ſhould. not be more likely to add ſtrength to 
the ſtate, if we were to extend the baſis of the popular repre- 
ſentation? Would not a Houſe of Commons, freely elected, 


and that was in truth the repreſentative of the people, in ſup- 
porting the Adminiſtration of the crown, be more likely to 


conciliate and to inſure the ſupport of the people? If this be 


true in the abſtract, it is certainly our peculiar duty to look for 
this ſupport in the hour of difficulty. What man who fore- 
ſees a hurricane is not deſirous of ſtrengthening his houſe ? If 


he conceives it to. be incapable of ſtanding the ſtorm, he for- 
tifies it by buttreſſes, and takes every precaution which pru- 


Shall nations alone be blind 


dence and foreſight can ſuggeſt. 
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to the dictates of reaſon, and fit ſupine on the approach of 
the tempeſt Let us not, Sir. be deterred from this act of 
prudence by the falſe repreſentations that are made to us, or 
the talſe deduQions that are made from the recent occur- 
rences of the world. I do not care for miſrc preſentation, and 
I do not ſcruple to give my opinion of thoſe occurrences with 
freedom. France is the phantom that is conſtantly held out 
to terrify us from our purpoſe. Look at France, it will not 
be denicd but that ſhe fans on the broad baſi: of free rc pre- 
ſentation. Whatever other views the government of France 
3 may exhibit, and which | may afford juſt alarm to other nations, 
it cannot be denied that her repreſentative ſyſtem has proved 
itſelf capable of vigorous exertion, It cannot be denied 
but that it has given her in truth gigantic ſtrength. We 
feel it too ſenſibly, Europe feels it too ſenſibly, for denial. 
Now, Sir, though I do not with.you to imitaic France, and 
though I am perſuaded you have no neceſſiiy tor any terror 
of ſuch imitation being forced upon you, y«t [ ſay that you 
ought to take example of what is good in it. I fay, chat 
you ought. to hc as ready to adopt the virtues as you are 
Ready in axerting from the country ihe vices of France. I 
. lay, that if it is demonſtrated beyond the power of ſubterſuge 
to queſtion, that genuine repreſentation alone can give ſolid 
power, and. that in order to make Government ſtrong, the 
people muſt make the Government. I fay, that you ourht 
to ct on this grand max im of political wiſdom thus demon- 
ſtrated, and call in the people according to the original prin- 
ciples of your ſyſtem to the ſtrength of your Government. I 
ſay that in doing this you will not innovate, you will not 
imitate, you will only recur to the true path of the conſtitu- 
tion of England. In making the people of England a conſti- 
.  tuent part of the Government of England, you do no more 
than reſtore the genuine edifice deſigned and framed by our 
anceſtors. An honourable Baronet ſpoke of the inſtability of 
Democracics, and ſays that hiſtory does not give us the ex- 
ample of one that has laſted eighty years. Sir, I am not 
{ſpeaking of pure Democracies, and therefore his alluſion | 
does not apply to my argument. Eighty years however of 
peace and repoſe would be pretty well for any people to en- 
joy, and would be no bad repreſentation of a pure demo- 


cCracy. I am very ready, however, to agree with the hon. 


Baronet, that according to the experience of hiſtory; the an- 
cient Democracies of the world were Vicious and objection- 
able on 1 many accounts; their inſtability, their injuſtice, and 


f many 
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many other vices, cannot be overlooked; but ſurely when we 
look back to the ancient Democracies of Greece, when we 
Fee them in all the ſplendor of the arts and of arms, when 


we ſee how they arouſed and invigorated genius, and to What 


an elevation they carried the powers of man, it cannot be 


denied that however vicious on the ſcore of ingratitude, of 


injuſtice, they were. at leaſt the pregnant and never failing 

ſource of national ſtrength, and that in particular they bring 
forth and afford this ſtrength in a peculiar manner in the mo- 
ment of difficulty and diſtreſs. When we look at the Demo- 
cracies of the ancient world, we are compelled to acknow- 
ledge their oppreſſions, their horrible acts of injuſtice and of 
ingratitude, but they compel us alſo to admiration by their 
vigour, their conitancy, their ſpirit, and their exertions in 


every great emergency in which they are called upon to act. 


We are compelled to own that it gives a power of which no 
other form of government is capable. Why ? Becauſe it in- 


Corporates every man with the State, becauſe it arouſes every 
th ing that belongs to the ſoul as well as to the body of man. 


Becauſe it makes every individual creature feel that he is 
: fighting for himſelf and not for another; that it is his own 


cauſe, his own ſafety, his own concern, his own dignity. on 
the face of the earth, and his own intereſt on the identical 

| ſoil which he has to maintain, and accordingly we find that 
whatever may be aſcribed, that whatever may be objected to 


them on account of the turbulency of the paſſions which they 
engender, their ſhort duration and their diſguſting vices, they 
ave exacted from the common ſufferage of mankind the 


palm of ſtrength and vigour. Who that reads the hiſtory of 
the Perf 


uced, does not find in this principle the key to all the 
wonders which were achieved, and of which the recent and 
maryellous acts of the F rench people are pregnant exam- 
. He ſees that the principle of liberty only could create 


the ſublime and irreſiſtible emotion, and it is in vain to con- 
tend from the ſtriking illuſtration that own times have given, 


that the principle is internal, and that it belongs to the heart 
of man. Shall we then refuſe to take the benefit of this in- 
Akut as prindiple? Shall we refuſe to take the benefit 


ich the wiſdom of our anceſtors reſolved that it ſhould 


confer on the Britiſh Conſtitution. With the knowledge that 
it can be reinfuſed into our lem without violence, Without 
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ian war, what boy, whoſe heart is warmed by the 
grand and ſublime actions which the Democratic ſpirit pro- 
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diſturbing any one of its parts, are we become ſo inert, fo 
terrthed, or ſo ſtupid, as to heſitate for one hour to reſtore 
onrſelves to the health which it would be ſure to give? 
When we fee the giant power that it confers upon others, 
we ought not to withhold it from Great-Britain. How long 
is it tince we were told in this Houſe that France was a blank 
in the map of Europe, and that ſhe lay an eaſy prey to any 
power that might be diſpoſed to divide and plunder her? 
Vet we fee that by the mere force and ſpirit of this principle, 
France has brought all Europe to her feet.---Without diſguiſ- 
ing the vices of France, without overlooking the horrors that 
| Have been committed, and that have tarniſhed the glory of 
the Revolution, it cannot be denied that they have exempli- 
fied the doctrine, that if you wiſh for power you muſt look 
to liberty. If ever there was a moment when this maxim 
ought to be dear to us, it is the preſent. We have tried all 
other means, we have had recourſe to every ſtratagem that 
artifice, that influence, that cunning could ſuggeft ; we have 
addreſſed ourſelves to all the baſe paſſions of the nation; we 
Have addreſſed ourſelves to pride, to avarice, to fear; we have 
awakened all the intereſted emotions; we have employed 
every thing that flattery, every thing that fear, every thing 
that privilege could effect; we have tried to tertify them into 
_ exertion, and all as been unequal to our emergency. Let us 
try them by the only means which experience demonſtrates 
to be invincible, let us addreſs ourſelves to their love, let 
us identify them with ourſelves, let us make it their own 
_ cauſe as well as ours, to induce them to come forward in 
ſupport of the State, let us make them a part of the State, 
and this they become the very inſtant you give them a Houſe 
of Commons, that is the faithful organ of their will; then, 
Sir, when you have made them believe and feel that there 
can be but one intereſt in the country, you will never call 
upon them in vain for exertion. Can this be the caſe as the 
Houſe of Commons is now conſtituted ?' Can they think ſo if 
they review the adminiſtration of the right honourable Gen- 
tleman, every part of which muſt convince them that the 
preſent repreſentation is a mockery and a ſhadow ? | hall 
not trouble you, Sir, with going over the whole of that ſeries _ 
of difaſtrous meaſures that have forced upon the country the 
impreſſion that the Houſe of Commons has loſt its efficacy in 
the ſyſtem of Government. Pow let us look back to the very 
ſingular circumſtances under which the right honourable 
| Gentleman came into power, from this we ſhall ſee in what 
r e ee e eſtimation 
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eſtimation the Houſe of Commons is held, even by. Govern- 
ment itſelf, when it does not ſuit their purpoſe to extol it as 
the repreſentative of the people. The honourable Gentle- 
man came. into power againſt the ſenſe of the. majority of the 
then Houſe of Commons, and armed with all the corrupt 
power of the Crown, he ſtood, and ſucceſsfully reſiſted the 
power of the Houſe of Commons. He declared that it was 
not the repreſentative of the people, that it did not ſpeak the 
| ſenſe of the nation, and he derided its weakneſs and ineffici- 


ency. . What is the doctrine that this conduct in 1784 pro- 


mulgated ? That the Houſe of Commons, ſo long as it obeys 


the will of the Miniſter, ſo long as it grants every thing 
vhich he demands, fo long as it ſupports every meaſure 


which he brings forward, the Houſe of Commons is the 
genuine repreſentative of the country, it is powerful, and 


omnipotent, but the moment that a Houſe of Commons 


preſumes to be the cenſor of Government. the moment that 
it aſſumes the character of diflidence and oppoſition, from 


that inſtant it ceaſes to have power or authority in the king- | 
dom, it then becomes a ſtraw which the Miniſter can ſcatter 


with a breath of wind, he puffs it away with a breath, this 
he did, and completed his triumph in 1784; fince that time 
who will ſay that the corrupt influence of the Crown has not 


made enormous {ſtrides in deſtroying the power of election? 


ſince that time four-fifths of the election franchiſes of Scot- 


land, and Cornwall particularly, have paſſed into the hands - 


of Government, and the prediction which an honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Burke) then made upon the occafion has 
been literally fulflled---no Houſe of Commons has been ſince 


found ſtrong enough to oppoſe the Miniſters of the Crown. 


It has been ſaid that that period was not proper to be taken 
as a teſt of the public ſpirit on the ſubject of repreſentation ; 


that it was a moment of national proſperity, and that nothing 


can be decided for or againſt repreſentation by that prece- 
dent; it was, however, in that moment that the ſeeds of rot- 
tenneſs and diſſolution were ſown. I thought | ſaw them at 


the time, and I have been confirmed in my obſervation by 
every thing that has occurred ſince. I paſs over all the period 
between that time up to the preſent - war, not becauſe it is 
not fruitful of examples, but becauſe I do not wiſh to treſ- 
paſs upon your time, — The preſent war, ſay Miniſters, was 
popular in its commencement ; the ſame. was ſaid of the 
commencement of the American war. I will not ſtop 


ta enquire into the truth of the aſſertion, though it is 
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at leaſt doubtful; I will not deny that, through the artful 


machinations of Government; a clamour was excited of the 
Intereſted, which Miniſters called the voice of the nation. 
Whatever may have been the caſe, however, in the outſet of 
the two wars, the progreſs in the public opinion has been 
the ſame in both, and I aver that as in the American war the 
public opinion had changed, though no change was produced 
by the general election of 1780, ſo now I aver that, for the 
laſt two years the preſent war has been univerſally unpopular 
in England, though it has not made its voice to be heard by 


the choice of repreſentatives. Though the general election 


has not produced a change of men, yet he muſt be a dull ob- 


Aerver of the public mind who ſays, that the general election 


did not afford a ſtriking proof of a change in the ſentiments 


of the people; for what was the conduct of the candidates 
in opulent places, of the candidates on the two ſides? We 


boaſted of having oppoſed the war, we made it our claim, and 
our appeal to the confidence of the People, that we had reſiſt- 
ed every one of the meaſures by which the Government has 
brought us into our preſent condition. What was the con- 

duct of the candidates on the other fide? It conſiſted of 


apologies for their paſt offence of ſupporting. the war, it con- 
ſiſted of whining and canting explanations, in deſcriptions of 


alarms, and not unfrequently in miſrepreſentations of facts. — 
Such was the feeling conveyed by the General Election, it 
ſerved to convince every obſerving man, that if the repreſen- 


tative ſyſtem had been perfect, or the practice pure, the new 
Parliament would have decidedly voted againſt the continu- 


ance of the war, Seeing then the conduct they have purſued, 
can the people have confidence in this Houſe ? Can they have 


confidence in a Houſe that has given their countenance to miſ- 


_ repreſentation through the whole courſe of the war? Suppoſe 


the people were to lock for the hiſtory of the events that have 


happened in this war, and for the condition of the count 


from the King's ſpeeches from the Throne, and to the Ad. N 
dreſſes of the two Houſes of Parliament, they would ſee that 


almoſt in every inſtance, his Majeſty has declared from the 


| Throne, and the Houle of Commons has replied in its humble 
and loyal Addreſſes, that our proſpe&ts were improved, and that 


the countiy was flouriſhing and proſperous. Look at all the 
King's ſpeeches and addrefles ſince the year 1793, and yon will 
find that this is their general tone and language. And yet this 
is the Houſe of Commons in which the People of England are 
to have confidence Amigſt all the failures and ſufferings 
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which they have had to deplore, and in their prefent condition 


of dreadful] and unparalleled calamity, they are called upon to 
truſt to a Houſe of Commons that aſſures them their proſpects 
and ſituation have been gradually improving fince the year: 
1793. There has been at different times a great deal of dif- 


pute abvut virtual Repreſentation ; Sir, I am no great advocate 
for theſe nice ſubtleties and ſpecial pleadings on the Conſtitu- 


tion; much depends upon appearance as well as reality. Þ 


know well that a popular body of 558 Gentlemen, if truly in- 
dependent of the Crown, would be a ſtrong barrier to the peo- 
ple; but the Houſe of Commons ſhould not only be, but ap- 
pear to be, the Repreſentatives of the People; the ſyſtem 


thould fatisfy the prejudices and the pride, as well as the reaſon 


of the people; and you never can expect to give the juſt im- 


preſſion which a Houſe of Commons ought to make on the 


People, until you derive it unequivocally from them. It is 
aſked, why Gentlemen, who were againſt a Parliamentary 
Reform on former occaſions ſhould vote for it now? Ten years 
ago men might reaſonably object to any Reform of the ſyſtem, 
who ought now, in my opinion, to be governed by motives that 
are irrefiſtible in its favour, They might look back with ſome- 


thing like ſatisfaction and triumph to former Parliaments, and 
conſole tl emſelves with the reflection that though in moments 


of an ordinary kind in the common courſe of human events, 
Parliament might abate from iis vigilance, and give a greater 
degree of confidence than was ftrictly confrmable with repre- 
ſentative duty; that yet there was a point beyond which no 
art of parts of power, no influence of corruption, could carry 
them; that there were barriers in the Britiſh Conſtitution over 
which the Houfe of Commons never would leap, and that the 
moment of danger and alarm would be the ſignal for the return 
of Parliament to its poſt. Such might have been the reaſoning 
of Gentlemen on the experience-of former Parliaments, and 


with this rooted truſt in the latent efficacy of Parliament, they 
might have objected to any attempt that ſhould give ſcope to 


views, or cheriſh hopes to a change in the ſyſtem itſelf; but 


whät will the ſame Gentlemen ſay after the experience of the 


laſt and the preſent Parliament? What dependence, what 
Aruſt, what reliance can they have for any one veſtige of the 
Conſtitution that is yet left to us? Or rather, what privilege, 
what right, what ſecurity has not been already violated? 


cc 


— quid intactum neſaſti liquimus ? 


And ſeeing that in no one inſtance have they heſitated to $9 
the full ng h of every outrage that was conceived by the Mi- 
Vox. III. 1797. 28 niſter, 
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niſter; that they have been touched by no ſcruples, deterred 
by no ſenſe of duty, corrected by no experience of calamity, 
checked by no admonition or remonitrance ; that they have 
never made out a ſingle caſe for enquiry ; that they have never 
interpoſed a ſingle reſtraint upon abuſe, may not Gentlemen 
conſiſtently fee] that the Reform which they previouſly 
thought unneceſſary is now indiſpenſible? We have heard to- 
day, Sir, all the old arguments about honour on the one fide 
as being as likely as honour on the other ; and that there are 
good men on both ſides of the Houſe ; that a man may be a 
Member for a cloſe borough upon'one ſide of the Houſe as well 
as upon the other; and that he may be a good man fit where 
he may: all this, Sir, | is very idle language; it is not the queſ- 
tion at iſſue, no man diſputes the exiſtence of private and indi- 
vidual integrity; but, Sir, this is not Repreſentation; if a man 
comes here as the proprietor of burgeſſed tenure, he does not 
. come here as the Repreſentative of the People. The whole of 
this ſyſtem, as it is now carried on, is as outrageous to morality, 
as it is pernicious to juſt Government; it gives a ſcandal to 
our character, which not merely degrades the Houſe of Com- 
mons in the eyes of the People, but it does more, it undermines 
the very principles of integrity in their hearts, and gives a fa- 
ſhion to diſhoneſty and impoſture. They hear of a perſon 
giving or receiving four or five thouſand pounds as the pur- 
ehaſe money of a feat for a cloſe borough ; and they hear the 
very man who received and put into his pocket the money 
maße a loud, a vehement ſpeech in this Houſe againſt bribery ; 
and they ſee him, perhaps, move for the commitment to priſon 
of a poor, unfortunate wretch at your bar, who has been con- 
vided in takipg a ſingle guinea for his vote in the very bo- 
rough perhaps where he had publicly and unbluſhingly fold 
his influence, though that miſerably guinea was neceſſary to 
fave a family from ſtarving, under the horrors of a war which 
he had contributed to bring upon the country. Sir, theſe 
are the things that paralyſe you to the heart; theſe are the 
things that vitiate the whole ſyſtem, that ſpread degeneracy, 
hypocriſy and ſordid fraud over the country, and take from 
us the energies of virtue, and ſap the foundations of patriotiſm 
and ſpirit. The ſyſtem that encourages ſo much vice ought to 
be put an end to, and it is no argument that, becauſe it laſted 
a long time without miſchief, it ought now to be continued, 
when it is found to be pernicious ; it is ariſen to a height that 
defeats. the very end of Government; it muſt ſink under its 
OWN) weaknefs, and this, Sir, is.not a caſe peculiar to itſelf, but 
is inſeparable ſrom all human inſtitutions. All the writers of 
eminence upon forms of Government have ſaid, that in order 
| | o 


\ 


amendment it is—an amendment which acknowled 
ficiency. It is an avowal of a defective practice. It is a ſtrong 
argument for a reform, becauſe it would not be neceſſary if 


our anceſtors for the protection of the people. 9 
ſuch tyrant to controul, they had no ſuch enemy to oppoſe. 
Againſt every thing which was known, againſt every thing 
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to preſerve them, frequent recurrence muſt be had to their 
original principles. This is the opinion of Monteſquue, as well 


as of Machiavel. Gentlemen will not be inclined to diſpute 
the authority of the latter on this point at leaſt, and he ſays, 


that without this recurrence they grow out of ſhape, and de- 
viate from their genuine form; it is only by recurring to 
former principles that any Government can be kept pure and 


unabuſed. But, ſay Gentlemen, if any abuſes have crept into 


our ſyſtem, have we not a corrective whoſe efficacy has been 


proved, and of which every body approves? Have we not Mr. 
Grenville's bill as an amendment to the Conſtitution? An 


ges the de- 


the plan of repreſentation were ſufficient. But, Sir, there is 
a lumping conſideration, if I may be allowed the phraſe, 
which now more than ever, ought to make every man a con- 


vert to Parliamentary Reform; there is an annual revenue of 
twenty-three millions ſterling collected by the Executive Go- 
| Here, Sir, is the deſpot of elec- 
tion; here is the new power that has grown up to magnitude, 


vernment from the people. 
that bears down before it every defenſive barrier eſtabliſhed by 
They had no 


that was ſeen, they did provide, but it did not enter into the 
contemplation of thoſe who eſtabliſhed the checks and barriers 


of our ſyſtem, that they would ever have to ſtand againſt a re- 


venue of twenty-three millions a year. The whole landed 


rental of the kingdom is not eſtimated at more than twenty- 
five millions a year, and this rental is divided and diſperſed 
over a large body who cannot be ſuppoſed to act in concert, or 
to give to their power the force of combination and unity ; but 


even if all united, organized and exerted, has it not now to 


oppoſe a power nearly equal to itſelf in one hand, in a hand 
that has all the means of hoſtility prepared, and all the reſources 
for action in full activity? But it is faid, that though the 


Government is in the receipt of a revenue of twenty-three mil- 


lions a year, it has not the expenditure ot that ſum, and that 
its influence ought not to be calculated from what it receiyes, 
but what it has to pay away. I ſubmit, however, to the good 
ſenſe and to the perſonal experience of Gentlemen who hear 
me, if it be not a manifeſt truth that influence depends almoſt © 
as much upon what they have to receive, as upon what they 
have to pay; Whether it does not proceed as much from the 
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ſubmiſſion of the dependant who has a debt to pay, as on the 
- gratitude of the perſon whoſe attachment they reward ? And 


if this be true, in the influence which individuals derive from 
the rentals of their eſtates, and from the expenditure of that 
rental, how much more fo is it true of Government, who, 
both in the receipt and expenditure of this enormous revenue, 
are aCtuated by one invariable principle, that of extending or 
withholding favour in exact proportion to the ſubmiſſion or re- 
ſiſtance to their meaſures which the individuals make ? Com- 
pare this revenue then with that againſt which our anceſtors 
were ſo anxious to protect us, and compare this revenue with 
all the bulwarks of our Conſtitution in preceding times, and 
you mult acknowledge, that though thoſe bulwarks were ſuf- 


ficient to protect us in the days of King William and Queen 
Anne, they are not equal to the enemy we have now to reſiſt. 


But it is ſaid, what will this reform do for us? will it be a ta- 
liſman follicient to retrieve all the misfortunes which we have 


incurred? I am free to ſay that it would not be ſufficient un- 


leſs it led to reforms of ſubſtantial expence, and to reform-of 


all the abuſes that have crept into our Government. But at the 


ſame time I think it would do this, I think it would give us 
the chance, as I ſaid before, of recovery. It would give us, 


in the firſt place, a Parliament vigilant and ſcrupulous, and 
that would inſure to us a Government active and ceconomical. 
It would prepare the way for every rational improvement; of 


which, without diſturbing the parts, our Conſtitution is ſuſ- 
ceptible. It would do more, it would open the' way for exer- 
tions infinitely more extenſive than all we have hitherto made. 


The Right honourable Gentleman fays that we have made ex- 


ertions. True. But what are they in compariſon to our ne- 
ceſſity? and yet they have ſunk us into-decrepitude, and threa- 


ten us with convulſion. I with you to be reſtored to a vigour 
that ſhall make you equal to your emergency ; but the right 

honourable Gentleman ſays, that when we conſider our come 

parative ſituation with that of countries who have taken ano- 


ther line of conduct in the preſent ſtate of the world, we ought 


to rejoice ; and that our ſituation is infinitely ſuperior to thoſe _ 


who have not purſued the ſame route. I confeſs, Sir, that I 
am very much at a loſs to coyceive what country the right ho- 
nourable Gentleman has in'View in this compariſon. Does 


he mean to aſſert that the nations who preferred the line of 


neutrality to that of war Have fallen into a ſeverer calamity 


than ourſelves and the other powers who have embraced the 
politics of the right honourable Gentleman? Does he mean 
to ſay that . or that Denmark, has: ſuffered more by 


obſerving 
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obſerving an imprudent neutrality than England or Auſtria 
by wiſely plunging themſelves into war? Or does he mean to 
inſinuate that Pruſſia has been the victim of its impolicy in 


getting out of the conflict on the firſt occaſion? If this be the 


Interpretation of the right honourable G«w{itleman's argument, 
J do not believe that he will get many perſons to ſubſcribe to 
the juſtice of his compariſon. But probably he alludes to the 
fate of Holland: if this be the object to which he wiſhes us to 
turn our eyes. he does it unjuſtly. Holland acted under the 
deſpotic mandate of that right honourable Gentleman; and 


Holland, whatever ſhe has ſuffered, whatever may be her pre- 


ſent ſituation, lays her calamities to the charge of England. I 
cannot then admit of the argument that our ſituation is com- 
paratively better than that, of the nations who altogether kept 
out of the war, or, being drawn into it, in the firſt inſtance 
corrected their error, and reſtored to themſelves the bleſſings of 
peace. e I ET | 

I have detained you, Sir, thus long in replying to the argu- 
ments which have been advanced at different times againſt the 
Reform of Parliament as a general meaſure of policy. I come 
now to conſider the ſpecific propoſition of my honourable 
Friend, and the arguments that have been brought againſt it 


in particular. Let me premiſe, that however averſe Gentle- 


men may be to any ſpecific propolition of reform, if they! are 
friendly to the principle, they ought to vote for the preſent 


queſtion, becauſe it is merely a motion for leave to bring in a 


bill which would be printed in order to give time for deliberate 
dliſcuſſion An oppolition to ſuch a motion comes with a very 
ill grace from the right honourable Gentleman; it contradicts 
his own conduct, it contradicts the policy for which he ſtrenu- 


ouſly argued. In the year 1985 he moved for leave to bring in 


a bill on a ſpecific plan, and he fairly called upon the ſupport of 
all thoſe who approved of, the principle of reform, whatever 
might be the latitude of their ideas on the ſubject ; whether 
they wiſhed for more or leſs than his propoſition, he thought 


that they ſhould agree to the introduction of the bill, that it 


1night be freely diſcuſſed in the Committee, in hopes that the 


united wiſdom of the Houſe might ſhape out ſomething that 


would be generally acceptable. Upon this candid argument J, 
for one, acted. I did not approve of his ſpecific propoſition, 
and yet I voted with him for leave to bring in the bill. And 
this, Sir, has generally happened to me on all the former occa- 
ſions, when propoſitions have been made, though I have con- 
ftantly been a friend to the principle. 1 have never before 
ſeen a ſpecific plan that had my cordial approbation ; that which 


came 
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came neareſt, and of which I the leaſt diſapproved, was the 
plan of an honourable Gentleman who is now a more (Mr. 
Flood}, he was the firſt perſon who ſuggeſted the idea of ex- 
tending what might be proper to add to repreſentation, to 


houſe-keepers, as 'toa deſcription of perſons the beſt calculated 


to give efficacy to the repreſentative ſyſtem. My honourable 
Friend's plan, built upon this idea, 1s an improvement of it, 
ſince it is not an attempt even to vary the form and outline, 
much leſs to new model the repreſentation of the people; it 
keeps every thing in its place; it neither varies the number, 


nor changes the name, nor diverts the courſe of any part of 


our ſyſtem ; it corrects without change; it extends without 
deſtruction of any eſtabliſhed right; it reſtores {1mply what 
has been injured by abuſe, and reinſtates what time has moul- 


dered away; no man can have a right to complain of genuine 


property aſſailed; no habit even, no mode of thinking, no 


prejudice will be wounded ; ; It traces back the path of the Con- 
| ftitution from which we have wandered, but it runs out into 


no new direction. A noble Lord ſays, that the county repre- 
ſentation muſt be good, that muſt be approved of; be it fa, 
this propoſes to leave the county repreſentation where it is; 3-3 


with ſo to leave it, I think that repreſentation ought to be of a 


compound nature; the counties may be confidered as territo- 


rial repreſentation, as contra-diſtinguiſhed from popular, bur, 


in order to embrace all that I think neceſſary, I certainly 
would not approve of any further extenſion of this branch of 


the repreſentation. © It has been aſked, whether the rights of 
corporations ought not to be maintained? That is a matter for 


further diſcuſſion. I have no heſitation in ſaying, my opinion 
leads the other way ; but if it ſhould be thought ſo, it may 
be fo modified in the bill; there is no reaſonable objeCtion to 
its introduction on account of our not now agreeing with all 


its parts. My honourable Friend, with all his abilities, and 


all the induſtry with which he has digeſted his propoſition, 
does not preſume to offer it to you as a perfect plan, nor call 
upon you to ſubſcribe to it with implicit faith. He does not 

call upon you to adopt all his notions, nor does he think that 
every part of his plan will be found to quadrate with the 


abſtract principles of repreſentation ; he looks to what is prac- 


ticable in the condition in which we are placed, not to what a 
new people might be tempted to hazard. My opinion, how- 

bo, goes with the honourable Gen- 
tleman; I think that there is enough of enterprize and vigour 
in the plan to reſtore us to health, and not enough to 
ry us inta Lauder I agree with dim, becauſe I am firmly 


* 
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of opinion with all the philoſophical writers on the ſubjeR, 
that when a country is ſunk into a ſituation of apathy and 
_ abuſe, it can only be recovered by recurring to its firſt princi- 
ples. Now, Sir, I think that acting on this footing to extend 
the right of election to houſekeepers, is the beſt and moſt ad- 
viſeable plan of reform; I think alſo that it is the moſt perfect 
recurrence to firſt principles; I do not mean to the firſt prin- 


ciples of ſociety, nor to the abſtract principles of repreſentation, 


but to the firſt known and recorded principles of our Conſti- 
tution. According to the early Inſtory of England, and the 
higheſt authorities on our Parliamentary Conſtitution, I find 
| this to be the caſe. It is the opinion of the celebrated Glan- 
ville, than in all caſes where no particular right intervenes, 
the common law right of icot and lot was the right of election 
in the land; this, Sir, was the opinion of Serjeant Glanville, 


and of one of the moſt celebrated Committees of which our 


Parliamentary hiſtory has to boaſt, and rhis, in my opinion, is 
the ſafeſt line of conduct that you can adopt. But it is ſaid, 
that extending the right of voting to houſekeepers may, in 
ſome reſpects, be compared to univerſal ſuffrage, I have al- 
ways deprecated univerſal ſuffrage, not ſo much on account 


of the confuſion to which it would lead, but becauſe I think 
that we ſhould in reality loſe the very object which we deſire 
to obtain; becauſe I think it would in its nature embarraſs and 


prevent the deliberative voice of the country from being heard. 
I do not think that you augment and multiply the deliberative 


body of the people by counting all the heads, but that in truth 


you confer on individuals, by this means, the power of draw- 
ing forth numbers, who, without deliberation, would impli- 
citly act upon their will. My opinion is, that the beſt plan of 
_ repreſentation is that which ſhall bring into activity the greateſt 
number of independent voters, and that that is defective 

which would bring forth thoſe whoſe ſituation and condition 
takes from them power of deliberation. I can have no concep- 
tion of that being a good plan of election which ſhould en- 


_ able individuals to bring regiments to the poll. I hope Gen- 
tlemen will not ſmile if 1 endeavour to illuſtrate my poſition 


by referring to the example of the other ſex. In all the the- 
ories and projects of the moſt abſurd ſpeculation, it has never 


been ſuggeſted that it would be adviſcable to extend the 


elective ſuffrage to the female ſex ; and yet, juſily reſpect- 
ing, as we mult. do, the mental powers, the acquirements, 

the diſcrimination, and the talents of the women of England, 
in the preſent improved ſtate of foceity—knowing the oppor- 
tunities which they have tor acquiring knowledge that they 
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have intereſts as dear and as important as our own, it muſt be 


the genuine feeling of every Gentleman who hears me that 
all the ſuperior clafles of the female ſex of England muſt be 


more capable of exerciſing the elective ſuffrage with delibera- 
tion and propriety than the uninformed individuals of the 
loweſt claſs of men to whom the advocates of univerſal ſuffrage 


would extendit; and yet, why has it never been imagined 


that the right of election ſhould be extended to women? Why, 
but becauſe by the law of nations, and perhaps alſo by the law 
of nature, that ſex is dependent on ours : and becauſe, there- 


fore, their voices would be governed by the relation i in which 
| they ſtand in ſociety. Therefore, it is, Sir, that with the ex- 
ceptions of companies, in which the right of voting merely af- 
fects property, it has never been in the contemplation of the 


moſt abſurd theoriſts to extend the elective franchiſe to the ſex. 


The deſideratum to be obtained, is independent voters, and 


that, I ſay, would be a defective tyllem that ſhould bring re- 


gi ments of ſoldiers, of ſervants, and of perſons whoſe low con- 


dition neceſſarily curbed the independence of their mind. 
That then ] take to be the moſt perfect ſ nem which ſhall in- 
clude the greateſt quantity of independent electors, and ex- 


clude the greateſt number of thoſe who are oaks by their 
condition dependent. 


I think that the plan of my honourable friend draws this line 
as diſcreetly as it can be drawn, and it by no means approaches 


to univerſal ſuffrage. It would neither admit, except in par- 
ticular inſtances, foldiers and ſervants.* Univerſal ſuffrage 


would extend the right to three millions of men, but there are 


not more than ſeven hundred thouſand houſes that would come 
in within the plan of my honourable friend, and when it is 
_ conſidered that out of theſe ſome are the property of minors, 
and that ſome perſons have two or more houſes, it would fix 
the number of voters for Great Britain at ſix hundred thouſand ; 


and | call upon Gentlemen to ſay, whether this would not be 
ſuſficiently extenſive for deliberation on the one hand, and yet 


"ſufficiently limited for order on the other. This has no ſimi- 


larity with - univerſal ſuffrage, and yet, taking the number of 
repreſentatives as they now ſtand, it would give to every mem- 


ber about fifteen hundred conſtituents. But it is ſaid, would 
even this plan of reform protect us "againſt the conſequences 
of bribery and corruption; 1 do not affect to ſay that it will; 

I do not believe that in the preſent ſtate of ſociety we can be 
altogether free from this evil; no laws will be found ſufficient 


to eradicate an evil, which example has ſo banefully eſtabliſhed. 


We have for a courle of years inculcated and habituated the 
people. 


— 
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people to the ſordid vice, and we certainly cannot wonder that 
a poor man ſhould ſcruple to take five guineas for his vote, 
when he knows that the noble Lord in his neighbourhood 
took four or five thouſand. But, it is to be hoped, that when 
the baneful encouragement is removed, the regulations that 
would be introduced would tend to diminiſh, if not altogether 
to remove the evil. Among thoſe regulations, that of ſhorten- 
ing the duration of Parliaments would be one ſtrong corree- 
tive, and this, 1 think, might be done with great convenience 
and facility by the plan upon which the elections would be 
made. It has often been a queſtion, both within and without 
theſe walls, how far repreſentatives ought to be bound by the 
jnſtructions of their conſtituents. It is a queſtion upon which 
my mind is not altogether made up, though 1 own lean to 
the opinion, that having to legiſlate for the Empire, they ought 
not to be altogether guided by inſtructions that may be dic- 
tated by local intereſts. I cannot, however, approve of the 
very ungracious manner in which I ſometimes hear expreſ- 
ſions of contempt for the opinion of conſtituents; they ate 
made with a very bad grace in the firſt ſeſhon of a ſeptennial 
Parliament, particularly if they ſhould come from individuals, 
who in the concluding feflion of a former Parliament, did not 
ſcruple to court the favour of the very ſame conſtituents, by 
declaring that they voted againſt their conſcience in compli- 
ance with their deſire, as was the caſe of an honourable Alder- 
of the city of London. But, Sir, there is one claſs of conſti- 
tuents whoſe inſtructions it is conſidered as the implicit duty 
of members to obey. When Gentlemen repreſent popu- 
lous towns and cities, then it is diſputable whether they 
ought to obey their voice, or follow the dictates of their own 
conſcience; but if they happen to repreſent a noble Lord, or 
a noble Duke, then it becomes no longer a queſtion of doubt ; 
he is not conſidered as a man of honour who does not im- 
plicitly obey the orders of his ſingle conſtituent. He is to have 
no conſcience, no liberty, no diſcretion of his own ; he is fent 
here by my Lord this, or the Duke of that, and if he does not 
obey the inſtructions that he receives, he is not to be conſidered . 
as a man of honour and a gentleman ; ſuch is the mode of 
reaſoning that prevails in this Houſe ; is this fair? Is there any 
reciprocity in this conduct? Is a Gentleman to be permitted, 
without diſhonour, to act in oppoſition to the ſentiments of the 
city of London, of the city of Weſtminſter, or of Briſtol ; 
but if he dares t6 diſagree with the Duke, or Lord, or Baronet, 
Whoſe repreſentative he is, that he muſt be conſidered as unfit 
for the ſociety of men of honour ? This, Sir, is the chicane 
and tyranny of corruption, and this, at the ſame time, is called 
ol: 1.2997. 2 T repre» 
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repreſentation. In a very great degree the county members 
are held in the ſame fort of thraldom ; a number of peers 
poſſeſs an over-weaning intereſt in the country, and a Gentle- 
man is no longer permitted to hold his lituation than as he 
acts agreeably to the dictates of thoſe powerful families. Let 
us fee how the whole of this ſtream of corruption has been di- 
verted from the fide of the people to that of the Crown, with 
what a conſtant, perſevering art, every man who is poſſeſſed 
of influenee in counties, corporations, or boroughs, that will 
yield to the ſolicitations of the court, is drawn over to that 
| phalanx which is oppoſed to the ſmall remnant of popular 
eleftion. I have looked, Sir, to the machinations of the pre- 
ſent Miniſter in that wav, and I find that, including the num- 
ber of additional titles, the right honourable Gentleman has 
made no ſewer than one hundred and fifteen peers in the 
courſe of his adminiſtration ; that is to ſay, he has beſtowed 
no fewer than one hundred and fifteen titles, including new 
creations and elevations from one rank to another ; how many 
of theſe are to be aſcribed to national fervices, and how many 
to Parliamentary intereſt, J leave the Houſe to enquire. The 
country is not blind to the arts of influence, and it is impoſſible 
that we can expect them to continue to indure them. A noble 
Lord has quoted a moſt able book on the ſubject of the French 
Revolution, the work of my very worthy and learned friend 
Mr. Mackintoſh, and] rejoice to fee that Gentlemen begin now 
to acknowledge the merits of that eminent writer, and that the 
_ Impreſſion that it made upon me at the time, is now felt and ac- 
knowledged even by thoſe perſons who diſputed its authority. 
The noble Loid (Hawkeſbury) has quoted Mr. Mackintofh's 
book on account of the obſervation which he ſtated on the men- 
tion which he makes of the French clections; he thought that 
their plan would lead to the evil of univerſal ſuffrage. I have 
not forgot the ſarcaſms that were flung out on my approbation 
ol this celebrated work; that I was told of- my new library, 
ſtuffed with the jargon of the Rights of Man;“ it at this time 
appears, however, that [ did not greatly over-rate this perform- 
ance, and they now quote Mr. Mackintoſh as an authority, 
| who before treated him with fplenetic ſcorn; My Intimacy | 
with that learned Gentleman has not diminithed, but in- 
creaſed my admiration of his talents; and I can now with 
truth affirm, that he poſſeſſes as vigorous an intellect, as any 
man in this or any other country. Sir, with all my fincere 
admiration of this book, 1 think the weakeſt and moſt 
obieCtionable paſſage in it, is that which the noble Lord 
has uoted; I think it is that which the learned author 
mat himſelf be the moſt deſirous to correct. Without de- 
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quiring further into the Rights of Man than what is neceſſary 
to our purpoſe, there is one poſition in which we {hall all agree, 
that man has the right to be well governed. Now it is obvious, 


that no people can be ſatisfied with a Government from the 


conſtituent parts of which they are excluded. When we look 
to the kingdom of Scotland, we ſee a {tate of repreſentation lo 


monſtrous and abſurd, fo ridiculous and revolting, that it is 
good for nothing excepts perhaps to be placed by the tide of 


the Engliſh, in order to {et off our deſtructive ſvitem, by the 


compariſon of one ſtill more defective z in Scotland there is no 


| ſhadow even of repreſentation, there is neither a repreſenta- 

tion of property for the counties, nor of population for the 
towns. it is not what we underftand in England by free— 
holders that ele& in the counties, the right is veſted in what 
is called the ſuperiorities, and it might ſo happen that all the 


members for the counties of Scotland night come here with- 


out having the vote of a {ingle perſon who had a foot of pro- 


perty in the land. This is an extreme caſe, but it is within 
the limits of their ſyſtem, In the boroughs their Magiſtrates 
are ſelf- elected, and therefore the members have nothing to 
do with the population of the towns. „„ 
Nou, Sir, having ſhewn this to be the fate of the country, 
and the ſtate of our repreſentation, I aſk you what remedy there 
can be other than reform? What can we expect, as the ne- 
ceſſary reſult of a ſyſtem fo defectise and vicious in all its 
parts, but increaſed and increaſing calamities, until we ſhall 
be driven to a convulſion that would overthrow every thing. 
If we do not apply this remedy in time, our fate is inevitable. 
Our moſt illuſtrious patriots, and the men whoſe memories are 
the deareſt to Engliſhmen, have long ago pointed out to us 
Parliamentary reform as the only means of redreſſing national 
grievance. I need not inform you, that Sir George Savile was 


its moſt ſtrenuous advocate; I need not tell you, that the 


venerable and illuſtrious Camden was through life a ſteady 


adviſer of ſeaſonable reform; nay, Sir, to a certain degtee we 


have the authority of Mr. Burke himſelf for the propriety of 


correCting the abuſes of our ſyſtem ; for Gentlemen will re- 


member the memorable anſwer that he gave to the argument 
that was uſed for our right of taxing America, on the {core of 
their being virtually repreſented ; and that they were in the 
ſame fituation as Mancheſter, Birmingham, and Sheffield. 


What,“ faid Mr. Burke, when the people of America 
| look up to you with the eyes of tilial love and affection, will 
17 turn to them the ſhameful parts of the conſtitution?“ 
With, then, the concutxing teſtimony of ſo many authorities 
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ſcending to minute and equivocal theories, and without en- 
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for correcting our abuſes, why do we heſitate? Can we do any 
harm by experiment; Can we poſſibly put ourſelves into a 
worſe condition than we are? What advantages we ſhall gain 
I know not; I think we ſhall gain many; IT think we ſhall 
gain at leaſt the chance of warding off the evil of confuſion, 
growing out of accumulated diſcontent ; I think that we 
thall ſave ourſelves from the evil that has fallen upon re- 
land; I think that we ſhall ſatisfy the moderate, and take 
even from the violent, if any ſuch there be, the power of en- 
creaſing their numbers, and of making converts to their 
ſchemes. This, Sir, is my ſolemn opinion, and upon this 
ground it is that I recommend with carneſtneſs and lolicitude 
the propoſition of my hon. Frieud. | 
And now, Sir, before I {it down, allow rae to make a 
ſingle obſervation with reſpect to the character and conduct 
of thoſe who have, in conjunction with myſelf, felt it to be 
their duty to oppoſe the progreſs of this diſaſtrous war. I 
hear it faid, “you do nothing but miſchief when you are 
here, and yet we ſhould be ſorry to ſee you away.” I do 
not know how we ſhall be able to ſatisfy the gentlemen who 
feel towards us in this way; if we can neither do our duty 
without miſchief, nor pleaſe them by doing nothing. 1 know 
but of one way by which we can give them content, and that 
is by putting an end to our exiſtence. With reſpect to my- 
ſelf, and I believe I can alſo ſpeak for others, I do not feel it 
to be conſiſtent with my duty totally to ſecede from this 
Houſe, I have no ſuch intention; but, Sir, I have no hefi- 
tation in ſaying, that after ſeeing the conduct of this Houſe, 
after ſeeing them give to Miniſters their confidence and ſup- 
port, after convicted failure, impoſition, and incapacity; 
after ſeeing them deaf and blind to the conſequences of a 
career that penetrates the hearts of all other men with alarm, 
and that neither reaſon, experience, nor duty are ſufficiently | 
powerful to influence them to oppoſe the career of Govern- 
ment, | certainly do think that I may devote more of my 
time to my private purſuits, and to the retirement which 1 
love, than | have hitherto done; I certainly think that 1 
need not devote ſo much of it to fruitleſs exertions and to idle 
talk in this Houſe ; whenever it ſhall appear that my efforts 
may contribute in any degree to reſtore us to the ſituation 
from which the confidence of this Houſe in a deſperate ſyſ- 
tem, and an incapable adminiſtration, has ſo ſuddenly re- 
duced us, I ſhall be found ready to diſcharge my duty. Sir, 
I have done; 1 haye given my aasee. 1 75 the remedy, 


and 
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and fatal will it be for England if pride and prejudice ſhall 


much longer continue to oppoſe it.— The remedy which is 
propoſed is ſimple, eaſy and praRicable ; it does not touch 


the vitals of the Conſtitution ; and I ſincerely believe that it 


will reſtore us to ſtrength and harmony. Do you think that 


you mult not come to a Parliamentary reform ſoon, and is it 


not better to come to it now when you have the power of de- 


liberation, than when perhaps it may be extorted from you 
by convulſion? There is as yet time to frame it with free- 
dom and diſcuſſion; it will even yet go to the people with 
the grace and favour of a ſpontanzous at, What will it be 
when it is extorted from you with indignation and violence? 
God forbid that this ſhould be the caſe, but now 1s the mo- 
ment to prevent it; and now I ſay wiſdom and policy re- 
comment it to you, when you may enter into all the con- 


ſiderations to which it leads, rather than to poitpone it to a 


time when you will have nothing to conſider but the number 
and force of thoſe who demand it. It is aſked, whether 
liberty has not gained much of late years, and whether the 
popular branch ought not therefore to be content? To this I 
anſwer, that if liberty has gained much, power has gained 
more. Power has been indefatigable and unwearied in its en- 
Croachments; every thing has run in that direction through the 


whole courſe of the preſent reign. This was the opinion of Sir 
George Savile, of the Marquis of Rockingham, and of all the 
virtuous men who in their public lives proved themſelves to be 


advocates for the rights of the people. "They ſaw and de- 
plored the tendency of the Court; they ſaw that there was 
a determined ſpirit in the ſecret adviſers of the Crown to 
advance its power, and to encourage no adminiſtration 
that ſhould not bend itſelf to that purfuit, accordingly 


through the whole reign no adminiſtration who cheriſhed 


notions of a different kind has been permitted to laſt, and 
nothing, therefore, or next to nothing, has been gained to 
the ſide of the people, but every thing to the Crown in the 
courſe of the reign. During the whole of this period we 
have had no more than three adminiſtrations, one for twelve 


months, one for nine, and one for three months, that ated 


upon the popular principles of the early part of this cen- 
tury ; nothing, therefore, I fay, has been gained to the 
people, while the conſtant current has run towards the 
Crown, and God knows what is to be the conſequence, both 
10 the Crown and country. Ks „ 
8 I believe 
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believe that we are come to the laſt moment of poſſible re- 


medy. I believe that at this moment the enemies of both are 
few, but I firmly believe that what has been ſeen in Ireland, 
will be experienced alſo here, and thatif we are to go on in the 


fame career with Convention Bills and acts of exaſperation of 
all kinds, that the few will ſoon become the many, and that we 
thall have to pay a ſevere retribution for our preſent pride. What 
a noble Lord ſaid ſome time ago of France, may be applicable 


to this very ſubject, . What,” ſaid ke, „ negociate with 


6 France? W ich. men whoſe hands are reeking with the blood 
« of their Sovereign? What! ſhall we degrade ourſelves by 


& going to Paris, and there aſking in humble, diplomatic lan- 
* guage, to be on a good underflanding with them 9” Gentle- 


men would remember theſe lofty words, and yet we had come 
to this humiliation, we had negociated with France, and I ſhould 


not be ſurpriſed to fee the noble Lord himſelf (Hawkeſbury) 
going to Paris, not at the head of his regiment, but on a diplo- 
matic commiſſion to thoſe very regicides to pray to be upon a 


good underſtanding with them. Shall we then be blind to the 
leſſons which the events of the world exhibit to our view; 
pride, obſtinacy and inſult, muſt end in conceſſions, and thoſe 


conceſſions muſt he hnmble in proportion to our unbecoming 
pride ! Now is the moment to prevent all theſe degradations, 
the Monarchy, the Ariftocracy, the People themſelves may 
no be ſaved, it is only neceſfary at this moment to conquer our 


own paſſions. Let thoſe Minifters whoſe evil genius has brought 
us to our preſent condition retire from the poſt to which they | 


are unequal, and with an earneſt deſire of recovering the coun- 
try, purſue this moderate ſcheme of Reform, under the au- 


tpices of men who are likely to conciliate the opinion of the 


People. I do not ſpeak this, Sir, from perfonal ambition, it is 
dead in me; I have no deſire, no with, of making a part of any 
fuch Adminiſtration, my firſt and chief deſire is to fee this great 
end accompli iſhed; 1 have no deſire to be the perfon, or to be 


one of the perſons, to do it; though my wiſh is for retirement, 
i iball always be ready to give my free and firm ſupport to any 


Adminiſtration that ſhall reſtore to the country its outraged 


Tights, and re-eſtablith its ſtrength upon the baſis of free Re- 
preſentation, and therefore, Sir, I ſhall certainly give my "_ | 


hs propoſition of my honourable Friend. 


Sir William Dolben approved of the motion for a Reform. 
At length the queſtion was called for, and the Houſe Grvideds 

| Ayes (For the Queſtion} ——— 1 HT | 

Nees (Againſt it? — — 256 


* 


Majority, 165 | 
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Lift of the Members who woted in favour of Mr. Grey's propoſition for a 
Reform in the Commons Houſe of Parliament, 


Thomas Anſon, Eſq. 

Sir John Aubrey, Bart. 

Wm. Baker, Eſq. _ 8 
Sir Charles Warwic Bamfylde, Bart. 


Seo. Barclay, Eſq. 


John Baring, Eſq. | 

John Pollexfen Baſtard, Eſq. 
Charles Geo. Beauclerk, Eſq. 
Robert Biddulph, Eſq. 

Wm. Wilberforce Bird, Eſq. 

Hon. Edward Bouverie, 

James Brogden, Eſq. 

Joſeph Randyll Burch, Eſq. 

Sir Francis Burdett, Bart. 
George Byng, Eſq. 

Lord George A. Henry Cavendiſh, 
Thomas Wm. Coke, Efq. 
Edward Coke, Eſq. 

Edward Clarke, Eſq. 

Wm. Colqhoun, Eſq. 

Harvey Chriſtian Combe, Eſq. 
Sir Lionel Copley, Bart. 

John Capreenay, Eſq. ; 


John Crewe, Eſq. 


John Chriſtian Curwen, Eſq. 
Sir Charles Davers, Bart. 
William Joſeph Deniſon, Eſq. 
Baron Dimſdale, ; 
Sir Wm. Dolben, Bt. 

Charles Dundas, Eſq. 


Hon. Laurence Dundas, 


Hon. 'Thomas Erſkine, 
General Fitzpatrick, 


Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart. _ 
Sir Martin Browne Folkes, Bart. 
Right Hon. Charles James Fox, 


James Greene, Eſq. | 
Charles Grey, Eſq. 
James Hare, Eſq. 


John Harriſon, Eſq. 


Sir Gilbert Heathcote, Bart, 


Sir Richard Hill, Bart. 


Litchfield 
Aldeborough 
Hertfordihire, County 
Exeter 

Bridport 

Exeter 5 
Devonſhire, County 
Richmond 
Herefordſhire, County 
Coventry 
Northampton 
Launceſton 


Thetſord 


| Boroughbridge 
| Middleſex, County 
Derbyſhire, County 


Norfolk, County 


Derby 


Wootton Baſſet 
Bedford 
London, City 
'Tregony 
Appleby 


; Cheſhire, County 


Carlifle 

St. Edmondfbury 
Camelford 
Hertford 


Oxford, Univerſity 


Berkſhire, County 
Richmond 


- Portſmouth 


Taviſtock _ 


Cumberland, County 


King's Lynn 


_ Weſtminſter 
Arundel 


Northumberland, County 


Knareſborough 
Thetford 1 : 


Lincolnſhire, County 
Shropſhire, County 2 
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Hon. George Walpole, | Derby 

James Walwyn, Eſq. Hereford 

Charles Cillis Veſtern, Eſq. _ Malden 

Samuel Whitbread, Eſq. Bedford 

Edmund W gley, Eſq. Worceſter 
Walter Wilkins, Eſq. Radnorſhire, County 
Sir Thomas Williams, Bt. Marlow | 
Owen Williams, Eſq. | M.,nrlow 

Richard Wilſon, Eſq. | Barnſtaple 

| | A TELLERS, 
Richard Brinſley Sheridan, Efq. Stafford 
Wm. Smith, Ag. Sudbury. 


HOUSE OF - LORDS. 
Turspav, May 30. 
The Duke of Bedford roſe to make his e e 
and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows: 
My Lords, I have twice given notice of the motion, to hear 
which your Lordſhips are ſummoned, at firſt I did it briefly, 
and waited from day to day for the preſence of his Majeſty's 


Miniſters to ſtate more fully the immediate obje of it, 


which I did laſt Friday, but as his Majeſty's Miniſters were 
| abſent, it may not be amiſs for me now to repeat that 1 ſtated 
that my object was to call your Lordſhips attention to the 
ſituation of the country, to move an addreſs to his Majeſty 


on that ſituation, and ſuggeſt: ſuch meaſures as appeared to 


me moſt likely to improve and amend it with my reaſons 
for the ſame ; I proceed now therefore to the diſcharge of 
that taſk, which I thought it my duty to undertake, when 
I firſt moved that your Lordſhips be ſummoned for this day. 
After the repeated experience which I have had of the 


failure of every propoſition from this ſide of the Houſe, and 


the fate which has attended the different motions which the 
ſtate of public affairs has induced me to. bring forward, it 


may perhaps appear ſurpriſing that I ſhould again obtriide 


myſelf upon your Lordſhips with another attempt of a ſimilar 
nature. Diſappointed, however, as I have been upon former 
occaſions, the circumſtances in which the country is placed, 
call for every-exerticn for its ſalvation, which preſents the 
lighteſt hopes of ſucceſs. I therefore feel myſelf compelled 
once more to direct the attention of your Lordſhips to the 
momentous {tate of public affairs; to call . to take 
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into 
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into your conſideration the cauſes and the conſequences of 
that ſituation, and as a duty incumbent upon you, pronounce 
that opinion which ſuch a review will lead you to form. No 
man wiel attempt to deny the great and uncxampled extent 
of our calamities. In deſcribing the cauſes by which this ſtate 
of calamity and of danger has been produced, it will fall to 
my lot to animadvert ſeverely upon the conduct of Miniſters. 
In tracing the picture of our ſituation for the laſt four years, 
the period to which I intend fo limit my obſervations, there 
can be little new to which to call your attention upon a ſub- 
ject ſo often diſcuſſed. It is a beaten track, my Lords, 
which, as we travel over it, affords no cheering proſpect to 
encourage you to proceed and indeed preſents little variety to 
the view, except ſome new calamity, and ſome freſh misfor- 
tune. But we ought not to be deterred by this diſagreeable 
proſpect from the diſcharge of our duty, unleſs we are con- 
tent to lie down in deſpair, and paſſively to await the fate by 
which we are threatened. It is our duty to exert ourſelves. 
to remove the cauſes of thoſe calamities which we ſuffer, and 
to avert thoſe dangers which we apprehend. —T am ſenſible 
that in the conſiderations which I ſhall lay before you, any 
digrethon were an improper abuſe of your indulgence ; that, 
to waſte much of your time in preſſing the inferences which 
the ſubject offers would be idle and unneceſſary. The facts 
themſelves, which I lay before you, ſpeak fo ſtrongly that 
any argument would only weaken the impreſſion which they 
are calculated to produce. The war then is the firſt point to 
which I ſhall call the attention of your Lordſhips as the great 
ſource of our preſent calamities. However men may differ 
as 10 the origin or the neceſſity of the war, none will deny 
that to this cauſe much of our misfortunes is to be aſcribed. 
Within theſe walls this war has been called juſt and neceſſary, 
a war into which we were forced by the aggreſſion of the ene- 
my, and to protect our allies the Dutch. Were I to repeat 
to you the cauſes nich have been ated, and the arguments 
employed by Miniſters to juſtify the war, I ſhould not re- 
mind you of what you have forgotten, but tire you with the 
repetition of what you too well know, Without theſe walls, 
however, the ſupporters of Miniſters avowed that the object 
of the war was to deſtroy the French Republic, and to re- 
eſtabliſh the Monarchical Government. I do not ſay that, 
within theſe walls, this, object was ſo explicitly held forth; 
but the arguments and the reaſonings of: Miniſters pointed _ 
out that inference to their adherents. 11 has deen ſaid ha 8 
WEL „ | that 


that this was a war for the preſervation of law, religion, 
and morality, in defence of every thing dear to us, for our 
liberty, for cur Conſtitution, for our property. What is 


the ſtate of property now? Has it been ameliorated by the 


war which profeſſed to be undertaken for its ſecurity ? Will 


any man now ſay that it has been ſaved? What are the 


benefits which we have derived from the war? If you wiſh 
to deſtroy the Republican Government, conſider the ſituation 


in which it now ſtands, and the circumſtances in which you 
are placed. If you went to war upon that principle, why 


do you not perſevere upon the ſame ground, or have Mi- 


niſters only abandoned the cauſe for which they originally. 


contended, becauſe they find that it cannot be attained ? In- 
ſtead of attempting to controul mens minds, a wiſe and pru- 


dent Government would have endeavoured to unite them. 
While you embarked in a conteſt to defend your laws againſt | 


a foreign enemy, perhaps it would have been as well to ſecure 
them againſt an adminiſtration at home. Are your laws ame- 


liorated by the war? On the contrary, have not the beſt and 
deareſt privileges of the law been ſuſpended ? Have not laws 
been made againſt that very liberty which you went to war 
todefend? It was faid that this country went to war for the 
_ preſervation of religion; did you expect to defend the altar 


by ſurrounding it with ſeas of blood, or to ſecure it from 
violation, by piling round it the carcaſes of the dead? ls it 


the way to defend religion to facrifice man after man till 


Wee loſt as this depopulating conteſt has de- 
We 


5 ſtroyed? ave been told that we were fighting in ſup- 


port of morality; has this war then produced many examples 
favourable to morality? Has the conduct of the King of 


Pruſſia furniſhed examples of morality? Do you find it in 
the dungeons of Olmutz ? or do you diſcover it in the con- 


dud of thoſe petty tyrants who buzzed about you when 


there was any hopes of ſucceſs, and diſappeared when your | 
cauſe became deſperate? I ſhall not. howeyer, dwell upon 
the beginning of the war, or the conduct of Miniſters in the 

courſe of it. If we look tothe paſt, we have much to re- 


gret ; if we look to the future we have much to fear. I 


we look at the attempts which haye been made to nego- 
ciate, we ſhall. be able to judge of the hopes of Peace 


under the auſpices of thoſe Who are entruſted with the 
adminiſtration of public affairs. Not to dwell upon the 
firſt attempt which was made at Baile by Mr. Wickham, can 
!!!!! 16 mhngettetuaaatoes 
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any one think that the beſt mode of negociation was tried, or 


that the means moſt likely to enſure ſucceſs were employed ? 


In all the preſent Miniſters attempts at negociation, and in the 


effects of thoſe attempts, I ſee nothing but preſumption, miſ- 
management, and dite race. That the means employed were 
not the beſt, I have always thought, and in this opinion I have 
been confirmed by the acknowledgment even of thoſe who ſup- 
ported the war, and who in other reſpects approved the mea- 
tures of Miniſters. In what I {ball fav upon this point I ſhall re- 
fer chiefly to that Negociation in which Laid NMalmeſbary was 
employed, the documents of which are before the Houſe. I 
ſhall entirely put out of view the ſincerity of Miniſters in this 
attempt, or the ſincerity of the French Government in meeting 
the advances which were made. I ſhall grant that both par- 


ties were deſirous of peace, provided it could have been obta in- 


ed upon their own terms. This ſubiect has been fo often diſ- 
cuſſed that I ſhall not go into it in much detail. I hold it clear 
from the documents produced, that Miniſters were willing to 
make peace, provided Belginm was given up to the Emperor, | 
or placed in ſuch a ſituation as to be independent of France; 


and that France was willing to conclude a peace if we had 
agreed to cede Belgium. That this was the real diſpoſition of 
both parties the Houſe will entertain little doubt, if they look 


into the papers upon the ſubject. When TI reflect upon the 
conduct of Miniſters upon this occaſion, knowing as they muſt 
have done the critical ſituation of the country, and the ſtate of 
our reſources, I confeſs that I cannot feel much confidence in 
the ſucceſs of any attempts at negociation which they may find 

it neceflary to make. They were appriſed of the danger which 

threatened public credit ; they were able to judge how far it 


was wiſe to inſiſt upon terms when they compared them with 


the means by which they could be enforced. It cannot be de- 


nied, that the reſtoration of Belgium was peremptorily infiſted 


upon. The friends of Miniſters indeed, contend that this was 
but the opening of negociation, tnat the French flew off, that 
no opportunitywwas given to remove obſtacles or ſettle dif- 
ferences. Upon this ſubje& J muſt refer to the facts which 
the letter of Lord Malmeſbury contains. The Engliſh Mi- 
niſter gave in a memorial propoſing the general reſtoration to 
the Emperor of all the acquiſitions which the French had 
made at his expence. Upon this propoſition a converſation en- 
ſued between Lord Malmeſbury and Monſieur Delacroix. 
Lord Malmeſbury opened the ſubject in a manner which, I 


have always thought, cd him the big 1efl credit. He told the 


French 
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French Miniſter that the magnitude of the ſubject ought to 


exclude fineſſe; that they ought to ſpeak out with freedom and 
truth. He ſeems to ſay that the reſtoration of Belgium to the 


Emperor would be inſiſted upon, but deſires a contre projet, 
but he adds, that no expectation ſhould be admitted that Bel- 
gium ſhould be retained. Its ceaſing to belong to the French 
was admitted to be a /ine qua non of any contre projet. No man 
then can contend, unleſs Lord Malmeſbury had acted in op- 
poſition to his inſtructions, that the Miniſters of this country 
had determined that Belgium ſhould not remain a part of the 
French Republic. I would afk the Houſe then, ſeriouſly to 
_ conſider the time and the circumſtances in which the point was 


ſo obſtinately maintained? After what they muſt have known 


of the internal ſituation of this country, after they were ap- 
priſed of the danger with which the Bank was menaced, I 
would aſk, if it was wiſe to put Belgium in competition with 


the public credit of this country? I would aſk, whether thoſe 


Hort-ſighted Miniſters, who riſked the main ſpring” of onr 
proſperity, and the deſtruction of that grand ſource from which 
flows all our wealth and all our greatneſs, by inſiſting upon a 
demand which they had no proſpect of ever being able to en- 
force, can juſtify the confidence of the Houſe, or inſpire hopes 


of ſucceſs from their future exertions? 'The next point to 
which I would call the attention of your Lordſhips, is the ſtate 


of the Finances. I am not prepared to ſtate from memory the 
exact amount of the debt which has been incurred by the war; 
J am afraid, however, that the payment of the intereſt is but 


ſcantily provided for; the annual amount of the new taxes is 


ſeven millions and a half; but I believe a very conſiderable ad- 


_ ditional ſum will be requiſite to cover the whole expence that 


has been incurred. Should the war continue two or four 
months longer, or if you will, for the whole of the year, and 
few will be ſanguine enough to expect peace at a much earlier 
period, three millions more muſt be raifed to defray the intereſt 
of the debt which this war has created. I ſhall ſtate the 
grounds upon which this opinion is founded: It appears from 
a report of a Committee appointed to examine into the ſubject 
in the year 1790, or 1791, that for the average of the five 
years preceding, the peace eſtabliſhment of this country was 


10,850,000l. including the annual million for the reduction 


of the national debt; different circumſtances will at leaſt make 
an addition to that peace eſtabliſhment of 500, oool. the whole 
of the expences already incurred, and the ſum of which will 
be found outſtanding on the winding up of the accounts, 
which I compute at 15,000,000], the whole of the new peace 

. : e eſtabliſhment, 
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eſtabliſhment, with the additional 200.0001. annually voted for 
the reduction of the national debt, will amount to 26, 300,000]. 


The permanent taxes previous to the war, were ſtated at 


1 3, 890, oool. taking the taxes impoſed ſince 1793 for what the 
have been given, a ſtatement which is much too high from the 


experience of what they have already produced, and ſtating 
the land and malt tax at its uſual amount, there remains upon 


the whole a deficiency of three millions! Enormous as the 
burdens already impoſed upon the country are, we have to la- 
ment. the additional burdens they muſt yet undergo. Ten 
millions and a half are required to cover the intereſt of the 


debt which the preſent war has created! No one year have 
the People yet borne the burden of more than three millions, 
ſo that the dreadful weight of feven millions and a half annual 
burden which they have not yet experienced, muſt be added to 


the preſſure under which they already groan ! It is a principle 


of the Conſtitution of this country, that the People ſhould, as 
early as poſſible, be appriſed of the burdens which they muſt. 


ſupport. The preſent Minifter, in purſuance of this principle, 


uſed to boaſt as a particular merit, that he faced the difficulties. 


we had to encounter, and never concealed the burdens which. 
we had incurred; but how has he obſerved that principle 


which he boaſted as the rule of his conduct? Upon this point 


I refer to the documents contained in the reports of the Com- 
mittees before the Houſe. I ſhall not go at large into this 
branch of the ſubject, as upon a former occaſion J called the 


attention of the Houſe to it particularly. There were ſeveral 
points however, on which I was obliged to curtail my obſerva- 
tions, eſpecially upon the correſpondence between the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer and the Bank. The conduct of the 


| Miniſter in the whole courſe of thele tranfactions I ſtated in 


terms of ſtrong diſapprobation. I ftated that it was a tiſſue of 


fraud, treachery and deceit. Theſe are harſh epithets, but 
they are juſtified by the evidence contained in the Report. 


From the beginning of the year 1795, the Bank Directors | 


were frequent and earneſt in their remonſtrances to the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer ; they reminded him of the advances 


which they had made to Government, and his promiſes of pay- 


ment; they ſtated the amount of their advances on Treaſur 


Bills to be between two and half and three millions. Theſe 


_ repreſentations, urged upon different occaſions, were uniform- 
ly anſwered with promiſes, that the ſubject of complaint ſhould 
be remedied, and that the advances ſhould be repaid. Theſe 


promiſes were never performed, and new applications for freſh 


advances were made. In anſwer to the demand of the Bank, 
Gs | $ 4 * . 2 1 * | | | . N of 
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of the goth July 1795, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtates, 
that warrants were making out at the Treaſury, and that the 
payments ſhould immediately be made. What is the conle- 
quence however? From the account it appears that four 
weeks elapſed from this period before any payment was 


made. On the 6th of Auguſt the Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer applies for an advance of two millions and an half on 


the Conlolidated Fund; he pretended the utmoſt concern for 


the welfare of the Bank, and expreſſed his ſurpriſe that the 
Directors could imagine that its intereſt was a leſs object with 


him than with them. The event, however, ſhewed the ſin- 


cerity of his expreſſion of regard for the Bank. The Bank 
Directors again accede to the demand, on the expreſs condi- 
tion, however, that 1,100,000l. ſhould be paid on account of 
their advances upon Treaſury bills in the month of October, 


a certain proportion in April following, and that the amount 
of Treaſury bills ſhould never exceed 500,000l. a regulation 


which ſhould be adopted before November. All theſe condi- 


tions, however, were neglected ; the remonſtrances of the Bank 
were deſpiſed, and the amount of their advances continued to 
Increaſe. They warned the Chancellor of the Exchequer of 
the fatal conſequences of the drain of caſh to the Emperor, 


and the inevitable ruin which would enſue from that ſyſtem : 


but the Chancellor of the Exchequer was equally indifferent 
to their warnings and to their ſolicitations; he {till conti- 


nued to procure advances upon renewed promiſes which he 
continued to break, and on conditions which he never per- 
formed. In 1796 the complaints of the Bank continued 


with as little ſucceſs; a ſhort time prior to the embaſſy of 


Lord Malmeſbury, the Bank made a ſolemn appeal to the 
Cabinet upon the danger with which they were threatened ; 


the Miniſter could not be ignorant of the ſtate of the country, 
but it produced no effect upon his meaſures, and entered for 


nothing into the conduct of the negociation. The promiſes 


of the Chancellor of the Exchequer were broken, and, as 


before, the Bank was deluded into new advances. If the 


conlideration of the whole correſpondence between the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer and the Bank, to the moment when 


it was compelled to ſtop payment, does not excite the in- 


dignation of the Houſe, nothing which I can add could 
have any influence. It has ever been held as the beſt means 
of preſerving and extending the public proſperity, to face 
our difficulties and to meet all our expences; here, however, 
the object of the Miniſter was, by a chain of perfidy and 

5 14H e deceit, 
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deceit, to diſguiſe the amount of our expence, as to con- 


. ceal the real burdens of the people; money was applied to 
purpoſes different from thoſe for which it was granted, pro- 


viſion. was never made for the ſcale of expence which was 
employed, the Bank of England was reduced to the ſituation 


of {topping payment, and public credit expoſed to utter ruin 
to ſupply an expenditure which Parliament had not ſanc- 


tioned, and to {upport the miſchievous ſchemes and waſteful 


prodigality of Miniſters. Had. the real object of the war 
been fairly avowed, or the expence of it been fairly ſtated, 


I am convinced that Peace would long ere now have been 


concluded. 
I come next to conſider the Adern ituntibn of the coun- 
try. The laws which have been paſſed on pretence of pre- 


ſerving internal tranquillity, will afford additional proof of 
the pernicious ſyſtem on which Miniſters have acted; laws 


which I hold to be diſgraceful to a free Government, re- 


pugnant to the Conſtitution, and inconſiſtent with the prin- 


eiples of the Revolution! 


Lord Sydney called to order, and ſaid, that ſuch lan- 
guage ought not to be applied to laws which ſtood upon the 


| ſtatute book. 
The Duke of Bedford continued. The whole cod of 


the preſent Adminiltration has been diſgraceful to the Con- 


ſtitution, inconſiſtent with the principles eſtabliſhed at the 
Revolution, incompatible with good Government and with 


the ſupport of the Crown, which they affect to be ſo anxious 


to maintain. But for the moſt ſtriking illuſtration of the 


wretched policy of Miniſters, let us look to Ireland. When 
I ſpeak of that country, I know not in what terms of repro- 


bation to expreſs my abhorrence of the ſyſtem which Mini- 


ſters have purſued. Earl F itzwilliam was ſent out as Lord 


Lieutenant, as was generally underſtood, upon the wiſe and 


ſalutary plan of making thoſe conceilions which would ſatiſ- 
fy the expectations of the people of Ireland; he was de- 
ceived by Miniſters, and ſacrificed to their old ſyſtem. On 
a former occaſion, when I ſtated that Earl Fitzwilliam was, 
in my opinion, the man beſt calculated for ſecuring the 
happineſs of that country, I was accuſed of throwing a re- 


prozch upon Lord Camden; from the reports I have heard 
of the character of that noble Lord, with whom I am not 
perſonally acquainted, Lam led to entertain as high an opi- 


nion of his private worth as I feel upon the experience of 


private friendſhip for the virtue "Bod worth of his prede- 
a TY ceſſor. 
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ceſſor. But Earl Fitzwilliam went out to carry into execu- 
tion a ſyſtem dear to the wiſhes of Iriſhmen. Lord Camden 
went out to direct a ſyſtem far different, and avowedly hoſtile 
to thoſe meaſures which the people of Ireland were led to 


expect, and on which their hearts were fixed. What has 


been the confequence of that ſyſtem which Miniſters choſe 


to emp'oy? Every attempt to coerce has only ſpread more 


widely the ſpirit of diſcontent , their blind perſeverance in 
coercion has heightened diſcontent into diſaffection, and en- 


dangered the connection of the two countries. Such are the 
effects which were predicted from the ſyſtem which Miniſters 


choſe to put in practice at a time when the utmoſt tranquil- 


lity was faid to prevail. With what juſtice that opinion was 


entertained the event has now ſhewn. At home we have 
deeply to regret the events which have taken place under the 


conduct of Miniſters. Circumſtances have occurred which 


never happened before. The firſt appearances of theſe events 
I do not mean to impute to Miniſters. I now allude to the 


diſturbances which have lately taken place in the navy. I 


am firmly convinced that we cannot diſcharge our duty if we 
withhold from ſpeaking any longer, and that ſilence would 
be an additional miſchief. I am aware that the ſubject is a 


delicate one, but its importance forces itſelf on our atten- 


tion. While I entertained the hope that the exertions of Mi- 
niſters would be ſucceſsful in reſtoring tranquillity, J fore- 
bore ſaying any thing upon the ſubject, but when J am con- 
vinced that we cannot be ſecure in any quarter under their 
management, I feel that it is neceſſary. Although we have 
no authentic documents upon this ſubject, the papers which 
have been circulated every where contain certain facts of which 
there can be no doubt. When the mutiny firſt broke out the 
ſailors made demands, many of which, in the opinion of 


every one, were reaſonable ; others not. In order to put a 


{top to the mutiny, I may find it difficult, for want ef 
documents, to ſay what J would have done, but J will ſay 
diſtinctly and decidedly what I would not have done. I 


would not have acted as Miniſters have done. So far it is 


known, that'certain requeſts were made; to theſe the Ad- 
_ miralty made offers, which were rejected. The Admiralty” 
then raiſed their offers, and the agreement was coneluded:” 
What was given, however, is thought to be reaſonabſe; but 
the conduct of Miniſters in offering lefs than they afterwards 
ranted, ſhews that they thought this more than was rea- 
onable; for I deſire to lay it down as a'diſtin 
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chat if the demands of the ſailors were reaſonable, conceſſions 
were not to be blamed. But Miniſters have eſtabliſhed an 
idea that they have granted more than was compatible with 
reaſon, and in that they are extremely culpable. Are you 
then, after the examples of incapacity which they have ma- 
nifeſted, and the evils their meaſures have produced, deter- 
mined to devote your country to deſtructian? (Here there 
was a cry of hear ! hear!) I come here with as great an 
intereſt as any man in the Houſe in the ſafety of the country, 
and [I repeat, are you determined to devote your country to 
deſtruction, by leaving its affairs to the conduct of men who 
have already involved you in ſuch complicated calamities'? 
When rebellion runs to that height which the Executive Go- 
vernment cannot controul, then I hold that the country. is 
brought to deſtruction, and that a new line of conduct, and 
anew ſyſtem of meaſures, is neceſſary for its ſalvation. . IN 
am unwilling to. dwell upon this topic, where there is ſo 
much.danger of miſrepreſentation, but I felt it my duty.to 
ſpeak freely convinced as I am that the conſtitution of this 
country cannot long remain upon its preſcnt footing, if the 
E Miniſters are ſuffered much longer to remain at the 
ead of public affairs. I truſt that I need not detain your Lord- 
ſhips by dilating on theſe various topics. I truſt J have already 
ſaid enough to {hew that to the conduct of Miniſters we owe a 
gre2t part of the calamities under which the country now ſuf- 
fers. I think that | have ſtated grounds to juſtify the motion 
for the diſmiſſal of Miniſters, with which 1 ſhall conclude. I 1 
am deſirous, however, to mark diſtinctly the grounds on which 
the motion proceeds. It is not merely the ſituation of the 
country, but it is the ſyſtem by which. the country has been 
governed which the motion aims to remedy ; without a new 
hne of conduct, without a new. ſyſtem of Government, we 
cannot hope that things will continue upon their preſent. 
footing. Various : conſiderations. preſent themſelves upon 
this ſubject, and many changes are felt to be neceſſary. The 
moſt ſalutary of theſe is a change in the repreſentation of the 
people. But even theſe. changes muſt be idle and nugatory 
without others more important. Without retrenchment and 
dee in 3 department, without correcting the abuſes 
expect. that. co-operation: of the country which i is neceſſary to 
aryc.effect.to the vigorous meafures required to extricate us 
from. our preſent ſtate, of difficulty and danger. The facts 
Which I have already ſtated I think are ſufficient to warrant. 
the concluſi ion I have drawn from them, Miniſters may 
. contend 


a 
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contend that the war was juſt and neceſſary; but they have 
diſcovered a total incapacity to conduct that war which they 
began, and they have equally proved by their attempts to 
negociate, that peace is not to be expected under their auſ- 
pices. The critical ſtate of Ireland, the important events 
which have taken place in England, prove that their ſyſtem, 


if purfued, threatens ruin to the empire. On the one hand, 


one of its moſt valuable branches is almoſt driven from its 
connection, while the means of our ſafety ſeem to loſe all 
vigour under their conduct. There is only one point remains 
ing to which I ſhall fay a few words, with the indulgence 
of the Houſe ; and I rather hope for that indulgence, as J 


do not mean to claim the privilege of replying, unleſs miſte- 
preſentation of my arguments thall render it neceſſary. Fot 


four years palt 1 have conſtantly endeavoured to diſcharge 


the duty which I owe to the public as a member of this 


Houſe. Previous to that period I was accuſtomed'to look 


up to a ſet of men whoſe principles and talents commanded 
my confidence and eſteem, till they ceaſed to act upon thoſe 


principles which they had formerly profeſſed, thoſe at leaſt 


which I had imbibed. The circumſtances in which” tip 
country was then placed called upon thoſe who'diſappro\ 


of the ſyſtem to come forward and oppoſe wHAl ee 
avouret 


pregnant with danger. Fot four years I have ende 


to impreſs the Houſe with the opinion which, I feel 6f the 


public meaſures which have been purſued, and to rouſe'y6ut 


Lordſhips to.a ſenſe of the evils which the ſyſtem threatened 
to produce, Would to God that I could ſay that the fears 
which I formerly expreſſed of the ruinous conſequences 
of that ſyſtem had been idle and unmeaning apprehen- 
ſions? I am afraid, however, that I can boaſt, if it can 


be boaſt, to ſee realized the calamities T have predicted; 
that though but a young prophet, the. event has but too 


faithfully verized my | predictions. In the courſe of theſe 


exertions I have been ſubjected to obloquy, to. invective, 
to the molt foul and malignant miſrepreſentation, Such 
treatment has never excited in me any emotions of anger, 
for I could not be angry at what I ſo much deſpiſe and 
contemn. It has never deterred me from performing my 
duty, for | ſhould hold myſelf to be mean and daſtardly, 


if my conduct could be actuated by ſuch conſiderations. 
J have been ſubjected likewiſe to charges of a mor ſeri- 
ous: nature: I have been told that to my indiſcretion was 
owing the diſturbance which lately broke out in the fleet. 


A Ka. | | Had 
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Had ſuch an event actually been owing to any conduct of mine, 


though. L ſhould have been happy to reflect that I was innocent 
of any bad intention, yet, had I been conſcious that from my 
indiſcretion ſo great a calamity had ariſen, I ſhould have hid 


my head from the world, and buried myſelf and my name in 
oblivion. When ſuch a charge 1 was brought forward, I indeed 
expected that ſome proof of it would have been Sod though 


I ſhould: have been no leſs ſurpriſed: at the attempt, as I can 


only confider the imputation as a raſh thought, not a ſerious 
accuſation. Yet none of theſe inſinuations, none of theſe 


charges ſhall.deter me from doing my duty. | feel that it is 


the duty of every man to exert himſelf for the ye of his 


country in the ſtation in which he is placed, if his efforts can 


| be employedwith the ſlighteſt hope of ſucceſs. For four years, 
bowever, I have ſtruggled in vain to oppoſe a ſyſtem which 1 


conceived. to be. pregnant with ſo much difaſter. Notwith- 
fanding;the calamites we have incurred, and the misfortunes | 
we. have. ſuffered ; 5 notwithſtanding the incapacity which Mi- 
niſters have manifeſted, the fatal ſyſtem has maintained its aſ- 
cendancy in this Houſe. After all the arguments I could em- 
7 5 and all the illuſtrations which experience has afforded, 
have not gained a ſingle inch for the country. In theſe cir- 


cumſtances there is nothing left but to retire. In thus retiring 
I hope I ſhall not be accuſed of inconſiſtency if, in the courſe 
of a week or a month, I ſhould again return. Whenever 1 
can indulge the hope of being uſeful I ſhall return. In actin 


in this manner I may be accuſed of raſh folly, but, at leaſt, 


| ſhall eſcape the charge of inconſiſtency. What I have now to 


propoſe I do not bring forward with any hope of its being car- 


Tied. All 1 atk is, i. at your Loxdſhips would turn it in your 


minds, that you would reflect ſeriouſly upon the fituation of 
the country, that you would try to deviſe ſome means of 
avoiding the complete ruin with which we are threatened. B 


the ſyſten that has hitherto been purſued, I cannot hope that 


the impending deſtruction can be averted. Some other line of 
conduct, ſome other ſyſtem of meaſures muſt be adopted. 
What that new. ſyſtem ſhall be, I am not fo preſumptuous as 
to decide: all I deſite is, that you would reſolve to embrace 


ſome other. one, and to put an end to that from which we have 


already. ſuffered ſo much calamity, and from which we have 


Vet ſo much to dread. I therefore move, 


% That an humble addreſs be ere to his Majeſty, to remind his Majeſty 
that his dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal in Parliament 


: aſſembled, have, during this calamitous war, b given every aid and aſ- 
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ſiſtance that could contribute wt that wh which ai bc has Fan 
from a brave and loyal people. „ 


& To aſſure his Majeſty that it is Sen now with "Oe RYE Wen his 
throne, to lay before him the grievances under which his people labour; but that 
| a ſenſe of duty compels us to ſtate to his Majeſty, that the deſertion of all our 

| allies, the triumphs of an enemy we /were taught by his ſervants to deſpiſe, the 
Public credit of the country impaired, the coafts of theſe kingdoms with impunity 
inſulted, the exertions of the Britiſh navy ſuſpended, and the melancholy' ſituation 
into which Ireland has been induſtriouſſy brought, preſents to our view a ſeries of 
calamity unparalleled 1 in the hiſtory of our country. 0 11 . 

Humbly to ſtate to his Majeſty, that we cannot attribute this eilten ſucceſſion 
of misfortune to accident, or even to the miſerable incapacity of his ſervants z that 
we muſt regard it as the effect of a ſyſtern of Government, deſtructive of the en- 
ertions and hoſtile to the conſtitution of our country. | . 

& That we feel i it our bounden duty humbly to repreſent to Mie Majeſty, that as 
much as we ne the blood that has been ſpilt, and the burthens that have been 
impoſed. on his Majeſty's ſubjeRts, in maintaining the diſaſtrous conteſt in which we 


are engaged, deeply as we deplore the perilous ſtate of his Majeſty' s kingdoms, 
we can alone regard. theſe our, preſent misfortunes as. A prelude to more ſerious | 
calamities, which we view with horror, but which we look forward to as the ſure 
| conſequence of f perſevering | in that 7 5 of eo. which bis Majetty' 8 fry | 


have purſued. 7 3411 
„ That under theſe eh we 'befadch his Majclty, by diſwmiſting wos 
Miniſters from his preſence who have conſtantly inſulted the enemy by their diſ- 


courſe, and encouraged them by their i incapacity, to give to his ſubjects a proof of 


his anxiety to procure that peace which his people ſo anxiouſſy deſire. FOR 
We entreat his Majeſty, by, diſmiſſing from his councils thoſe men wh 


_ extravagance and want of good faith have impaired the credit of the Country, to 


diſplay his deſire of uniting with his ſubjects in reſtoring that public credit on 
which the importance of his kingdom ſo materially depends. 


« We earneſtly ſolicit his Majeſty, by diſmiſſing his preſent ſervants, to give 


to the people of Ireland the ſtrongeſt Proof they can receive of his Majeſty's diſappro- 
bation of that ſy ſtem of treachery by which the preſent diſcontents of that country 
have been foſtered, and of his Majeſty's intention of ſecuring (if it is yet poſſible) 
the connectioi that ſubſiſts between theſe kingdoms, by extending to men of all 


_ deſcriptions, in that oppreſſed | any” the Oy > of the wanne Sow 


which they were born 


Finally, we implore his Majeſty, that by / diſmifling from his etc for ever, 


thoſe” Miniſters whoſe | meaſures have impaired the liberties, and whoſe extra- 
vagance has injured the property of his ſubjects, he will afford a ſure teſtimony 


of his gracious intention of co-operating in reſtoring the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, and of adopting ſuch a ſyſtem of economy and retrenchment as is alone con- 


ſiſtent with the np af *r exhauſted people.“ 
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- Earl Strange (the Duke of Athol) agreed that the preſent 
criſis was one which loudly called for exertion, but he did not 

think that the meaſure propoſed in the addreſs moved by the 
noble Duke was at all calculated to meet the exigency of the 
times. The war he acknowledged to be a great ſource of 


the difficulties under which the country labeured. Theſe, 
however, were more or leſs the conſequence of every war, 
and were perhaps inſeparable. from ſuch a contelt as the pre- 
ſent. The noble Duke, in the firſt part of his ſpeech, had 
provided him with arguments in favour of the neceſſity of the 
war. It was in his opinion neceſſary for the preſervation of 
order, religion and law; and when theſe objects, which he 


had gained, were compared with what we had loſt, he was not 


of opinion that we had good reaſon to complain. He declined 


entering into any detail upon the conduct of the war. The 


_ enquiry would take up too much of the time of the Houſe, 
and he confeſſed himſelf unable to lead them through it. He 


only begged leave to obſerve, that the conduct of every war 
depended upon the circumſtances. of that. war, With reſpect 


to. the ceſſions of, Belgium, he reminded the Houſe that we 


wer? not in the ſame ſituation now that we were in during 
rd Malmeſbury's negociation ; he did not conceive it there- 


fore to be fair to reaſon from the terms which it was then pro- 
per to reject, to the terms which we Bp at preſent to ac- 


cept. He could not agree with the reſults of the noble Duke's 


calculations. He, therefore, declined following the noble 
Duke through them, but he obſerved, that in taking down 
the ſums the noble Duke ſeemed to Have leſſened the produce 


of the taxes on one ſide, in order to inereaſe the expenditure on 
the other; and in regard to the 15 millions ſuppoſed to be ne- 


ceſſary at the winding up of the war, the noble Duke had 


eſtimated the rate at which it was to be horrowed at the preſent 
price of public intereſt. After the long diſſertation of the noble 


Duke concerning the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
Bank, he thould beg leave to mention one thing, which he 
believed to be à fact. That was, that greater advances had 


been made by the Bank to Government in former wars than in 
the preſent, and that at a time too when our reſources were 


inferior, and our exports one third leſs. There was another 


point which the noble Lord on the croſs. bench (the Earl of 


Liverpool) ſtated on a former night worthy conſideration, as 


one of the real cauſes by which the Bank was involved in 


difficulty. He alluded to the act of Parliament for reſtraining 
the rate of intereſt to 5 per cent. whereby people employed 
tho money in loans, which was merk applied to he diſ- 


counting 
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counting of bills. In reply tb the queſtion.of the noble Duke, 
C What had we gained by the conteſt ?” He ſaid, that we had 
gained the privilege of continuing to fit and- debate in that 
Houſe, .and that if we had not entered into the war with France, 
neither he nor the noble Duke would have been; at that time 
Peers of the realm. Of the ſedition and treafon acts, though 
he acknowledged them to be infringements to a certain degree 
upon the conſtitution, he had approved as meaſures dictat- 
ed by a temporary and urgent neceſſity; in common he was 
convinced with four fifths of the nation. The noble Duke 
had aſked, whether they were determined to devote their 
country to deſtruction? No; on the contrary, they would 
lave their country. The noble Duke had aſſerted the ſtake 
he had in the country. He allowed that it was great, but there 
were many in the Houſe who had ſtill greater ſtakes; thoſe, 
for inſtance. who had families for whole intereſts they had to 
conſult. He was ſurprized at this moment in particular, to 
find the noble Duke touching ſuch nice ground as the ſeamen 
ſtood on. He thought the moſt prudent mode of proceeding 
would be to leave that bufineſs folely to the Executive Go- 
vernment, or at moſt only to lend ſuch aſſiſtance as might be. 
neceſſary to reſtore ſubordination. He expreſſed a hope that 
they would foon, under a conviction of their folly, return to 
the regular diſcharge of their duty. He oppoſed the addreſs. 
upon the ground that it would tend to detract from the energy 
of Government, to unhinge the adminiſtration, and even to 
unhinge the country. DT 2 


# 


The Duke of Grafton begged leave to addreſs a few ſerious 
words to the Houſe, which he hoped would prove ſalutary to 
the country. He ſpoke under an impreſſion that if ſome mea- 
ſure of importance was not immediately adoped for its ſalva- 
tion, agulph was prepared to ſwallow it. He did not wiſh to 
unhinge the Government, as the noble Earl had dreaded would 
be the effect of the motion moved by the noble Dake, but he 
ſhould give the addreſs his hearty ſupport, upon the. principle 
that a continuation in error would beget a repetition of dif-” 
aſter. He defired any man to quote an inſtance in the hiſtory * 
of the world in which a nation once flouriſhing had been re- 
duced to a fituation more calamitous. Four years ago the 
Britiſh empire had attained to a ſtate of undifputed pre-emi- 
nenee in Europe, and its proſperity was the object of envy to 
every ſurrounding nation; but now it was reduced to the 
loweſt ebb of public diſtreſs. Our wealth, which was thought 
exhauſtleſs, had been waſted by idle prodigality; and our re- 
ſources, which were conſidered almoſt as unlimited, had fallen 
WR | | a victim 
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a victim to a ſyſtem of moſt laviſh profuſion. He called 
upon their Lordſhips to recollect the extent of our com- 
merce, the magnitude of our capital, the ſkill of our manu- 
facturers, and above all the general induſtry of the people. 
He reminded them of the reſpeQability, of our military eſta- 


bliſhment ; a militia compoſed of the beſt troops, and com- FUE 
manded by officers of the largeſt property; a ſtanding army 3 
under the command of experienced officers, and compoſed 1 
| of ſoldiers not inferior in bravery or diſcipline to any in 4 | 
| Europe; add to this, a navy acknowledged to be ſuperior 1 


in force to the united fleets of every kingdom in the world. 

He thought it unneceſſary to dilate upon this once glorious 

but now mortifying topic. Their Lordſhips would find the“ 
proſperity of the country at that period beautifully depicted 


83 r 
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ö in a ſpeech delivered by Mr. Pitt in 1792. How he had 
Y come to depart from thoſe principles, by acting upon which 4 
? he had brought the country to that high ſtate of greatneſs, it . 
| was for him to account to his conſcience and to the public. 
; He truſted that the change had not been dictated by a luſt off 45 
power, if ſo, he had exceeded the criminality deſcribed in io 
| 8 maxim video meliora proboque, deteriora ſequor. But from {1 
| whatever cauſe it aroſe, the contraſt in our ſituation was moſt 4 
j deplorable. We ſtood ſtript of every ally; Auſtria, which $. 
had been more faithful than the reſt, from all the informa- . 
tion he could collect, he underſtood to be now juſt not an 1 
enemy. The Bank of England, owing to a moſt unaccount- . 
able inattention on the part of the I reaſury to the circulat- #: 
ing ſpecie of the country, ſtopt payment, and received a blot 2 
on its character, which all the waters of Lethe could never 6 
efface. The firſt Lord of the Treaſury, as if intent upon its I 


ruin, had perſiſted in draining it of its caſh in ſpite. of the 5 | 
repreſentations of thoſe who are beſt acquainted with its cir- 5 
cumſtances, and heedleſs of the warning which he had re- 
ceived from the ſtoppage oi the Newcaltlc and other country 
Banks. The indelible blot which it had ſuſtained was from 
che hand of Government being ſtretched out againſt it in de- 
| Hance of the opinion which formerly exiſted, that it was 
above the government. Other Miniſters would have ſhifted 
the odium of reſtraining the ſpecie to Parliament; and the 


hand of Government would never have appeared in the tranſ- 
action; and then the Bank would have riſen paramount 40 
its diſtreſſes: but the preſent Miniſter, by adopting a dif- 

ferent plan, had ruined its good faith for ever. If a ſpecimen 
of the inability of Miniſters to conduct the war were ** 
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for, the expedition to St. Domingo alone would prove it. 


The madneſs of that meaſure was beyond belief. 


* 


Britain. 
any effect and its cauſe. He thought that in this country a 


His Grace next adverted, in terms of ſevere reprehenſion, 
to the expedition againſt St. Domingo, in which an im- 
menſe treaſure had been expended, and the flower of the 


Britiſh army had fallen victims to a peſtilential climate and 


dire diſeaſe. To the defence of the country his Majeſty's Mi- 


niſters were as inattentive as they were wild and miſguided 


in their foreign operations. He dared not tell how few 


regular infantry there was at this moment in the kingdom ; 
he merely mentioned the circumſtance as a warning to the 
noble Lord (Grenville) how he ex poſed the country unpro- 
tected to the attacks of its enemies. 
duct of Miniſters for not increaſing the pay of the ſailors 


when. the laſt additional allowance was granted to the ſoldi- 


ers. If he was aſked, why he did not mention the expedi- 
ency of the meaſure in Parliament at the time? his anſwer 


was ſhort: Had he thrown out the hint, all the thanks he 


would have received would have been an accuſation that he 
was an encourager of mutiny and inſurrection. He was at a 


loſs, however, to,conceive any reaſon ſor the delay which 
took place between the promiſe which was made to the ſea- 
men by the Lords of the Admiralty and the delay of the exe- 
cution of their engagement. Upon this ground he had a 


heavy charge to bring againſt Miniſters, contident as he was, 


that had the execution of the engagement immediately ſuc- 


ceeded the promiſe, there would not have been a ſecond mu- 
tiny on board the fleet. The next point to which he came 


was one of a very diſtreſſing nature, namely, the ſituation of 


Ireland. Upon this ſubject he had but one opinion, which 


was, that if there was not a complete emancipation of the 
Catholics, a redreſs of the grievances of the Protcſtants, a 


Parliamentary Reform, and a total change of men, that 
country would either be involved in civil war, or undergo a 
revolution, and thus another Republic be added to the lift of 


thoſe which the wiſe conduct of Miniſters had already eſta- 


And if a Revolution was to 


bliſhed in all parts of Europe. 


take place in Ireland, no man could doubt, but that it would 


ſoon be followed by an event of a ſimilar nature in Great- 
'This was as clear.to him as the relation between 


Parliamentary Reform might prevent much miſchief, and an 


eminent ſtateſman, (Mr. Fox) in his initimable argument in 


Vol. III. 1797. e favour 


He cenſured the con- 
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[Log Ds, 
favour of the meaſure, might have added in ſupport of it the 
name of Lord Bacon, to thoſe of Monteſquieu and Machi- 
avel. Having ſaid thus much upon the ſtate of the country, 
he put the queſtion to their Lordthips, by what means it had 

been reduced to that ſituation ? Was it not by the conduct of 
Miniſters? And would they truſt to theſe men to extricate 
them from their difficulties, who had brought them into the 
dilemma ? Did they think, that having deſcended ſo low, they 
had virtue cnough to aſcend that ſteep and rugged path which 
led to reſtoration and proſperity ? He entertained no ſuch 


opinion. As well might he think that the beautiful earth 
which they inhabited, and through which the moſt perfect 


ſymmetry prevailed, was formed according to the ſyſtem of 
the epicureans, by an infinity of atoms. Miniſters had al- 
ready ſhewn their total inability to manage the concerns of a 
great Empire. The confidence which Parliament had placed 


in them had been betrayed, and for Parliament to continue 


that confidence in ſpite of experience, would be to betray . 
the truſt veſted in it by the country. If the addreſs which 

had been moved by the noble Duke was rejected, he ſhould 
have the ſatisfaction of having done his duty in oppoling it. 
Finding, however, all his efforts to be unavailing, he ſhould 
not trouble them any Jonger with his attendance in that 
Houſe, but ſhould retire to fortify his mind againſt ap- 
proaching dangers, and to inculcate upon a large family, of 
whom he had the honour to be the father, patience and reſig- 
nation to the lot which might befal them. He reminded their 
Lordſhips that it was the moſt beautiful part of wiſdom to 


acknowledge error, and recommended it to them to meet 


him upon that ground. He aſſured them that he felt much 
greater comfort than all the wealth this world could confer, 
in the conſciouſneſs of having done his duty, in endeavouring 
to prevent the evil which he foreſaw in its conſequences 
would tend to ſhake the Throne and to ſubvert the Conſtitu- 
tion. He ſhould conſider himſelf as bound to lay before his 
Sovereign the reaſons for his conduct, in that cloſet where, 
he was free to declare, never one word had dropped from his 
lips which did not come from his heart. 
Lord Romney ſaid, it was not his intention to have taken 
any part in the debate, when he came down to the Houſe, 
but as he differed from the noble Duke in almoſt every one of 
the gloomy ſentiments he had expreſſed, and could not agree 
with any part of the noble Duke' 5 ſpeech, but in his declara- 


tion 


Ft 
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tion of ſincerity When he delivered it, he roſe to ſtate the rea- 
ſons of that difference of opinion. He had a great reſpect 
for the noble Duke; he well knew his ability, and duly efti- 


mated his experience and his integrity, he owed it therefore 


to the noble Duke, to the Houſe and to himſelf that he 


ſhould not give a ſilent vote. He lamented exceedingly that 
ſuch gloomy pictures of the ſituation ſhould be exhibited by 
men of great weight with the public, in a moment certainly 
of great difficulty and danger, but not a moment of deſpair, 
and when they ought. to give way to deſpondency the 
gloom that too much prevailed without doors was one great 
cauſe of our preſent misfortunes, and every thing ſaid in that 
Houſe that tended to increaſe it would rather tend to increaſe 


them, than to encourage the people to bear up manſully and 
like Engliſhmen againſt them. He differed totally with the 


noble Duke as to the efe& of the war, and the character he 
had given of the war itſelf. Conſidered as a Britiſh war, it had 
not been unſucceſsful or diſaſtrous, but greatly the reverſe. 


The valour of our military both in the army and navy had never 


been more con{picuouily diſplayed in any war, nor had our 


arms been more ſucceſsful. Our allies certainly had not 
been equally fortunate, but he did not think it candid or 


fair for noble Lords who oppoſed Miniiters to treat them 


as if they were reſponſible for the ill ſucceſs of our allies. 


It was true we had been wounded in our vitals, and ſome 
very unpleaſant circumſtances had recently occurred, but was 


the alarming and melancholy deſcriptions of the ſtate of 


affairs they had heard that day, and which ſome noble Lords 
too frequently indulged in, likely to cauſe a more agreeable 


proſpect? There were ſeveral parts of the noble Duke's 
ſpeech, which in his opinion could do no ſort of good, but 


might do much harm. In ſpeaking of ireland, the noble 
Duke had ſaid, that if a civil war or a revolution ſhould take 
place in the ſiſter kingdom, no man could doubt but it would 


be immediately followed by the ſame event in this country. 


He thought the broaching of ſuch a doctrine extremely im- 
politic, and that it might lead to infinitely more miſchief, than 


he was perſuaded the noble Duke had it in his conception, 
when he delivered ſuch an opinion. 9 TH 


* 


The Adureſs, moved by the noble Duke who brought it for- 


ward, appeared to be liable to many objections; and how. he 


would aſk, could any noble Lord bring himſelf to vote for an 


Addreſs that applied the expreſſion of “an opprefled country” 


to the people of Ireland. Was it becoming or conciliatory, or 


2 1 2 likely 
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likely to allay the diſcontents that prevailed unbappily in the = 
filter kingdom, for any part of the Britiſh Legillature to vote —_ 
an Addrels to the King ſtating Ireland to be an oppreſſed coun- 8 
try. Surely a moment's reſleQion would ſerve to ſatisfy every 
noble Lord, that an aſſertion of that extent avowed by a Bri- 
; tiſh Houſe of P arliament, was at once an inſult to the inde- 
6 pendent Legiſlature of Ireland, and an aſſumption of fact of | F 
which their Lordihips had no fort of proof before them. TO $354 
return, however, to our own more immediate concerns—he 2271 
did not think that, although our fituation was difficult and ar- 1 
duous, it juſtified the gloomy ideas that the noble Duke had in = 
fo ſerious a manner aimed at impreſſing on the minds of all 
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who heard ak His declaration that Auſtria was juſt not 7 

our enemy,“ was not doing juſtice to that magnanimous and 6: 
, auguſt ally, whoſe exertions, perſeverance, and firmneſs de- 1 
13 ſerved fo much gratitude from this country, and reflected fo N y 
. much honour on the illuſtrious and and heroic perſonage who 4 
f - wore the Imperial Crown. How did they know, at the nok 5 
ment, that the Emperor was not acting as our ally, and thathe _ | 0 
[ would not ſtill, by his conduct, eſſe -ntially promote the Britiſh _ 8 
Þ intereſt. In ſhort, if our ſeamen were but true to their King = 
þ and country, if they did but feel as Britiſh ſeamen always had * 
. done, he thought we had little to fear; and even ſhould we 
| be obliged to continue the war, he ſhould not doubt of our 
4 navy being able to ſhew itſelf ſuperior to thoſe of France, Spain, 5 
| and Holland united. What had lately happened on board the : 


fleet, he verily believed was owing to French intrigue and 
French gold; and though it might not be immediately traced, q 
it would one day or other be diſcovered and proved beyond — M 
contradiction. His Lordſhip ſaid, though he had thrown out 
his thoughts, he was conſcious, in a very deſultory way, he = 
had felt it to be his duty to endeavour to difpell the gloomy _ = 
impreſſion the ſpeeches of the two noble Dukes were calculated 
to make; and it only remained for him to apologize for having 
taken up ſo much of the time of the Houle, and to declare 
that, for theſe reaſons he thould give his vote againſt the Ad- 
dress... 

The Earl of Guildford ſaid, he was not afraid of contradic- 
tion when he ſtated that at no time this aſſembly was called 
upon to deliberate in a ſituation more critical, or upon a 
queſtion of ſo great moment. That the country was placed 
in a ſituation of diſtreſs and calamity beyond all parallel, it 

was idle to take up time in demonſtrating. If there was any 

who doubted the fact, he called upon them to look to the 
continent of Europe, and in Portugal; to behold the — 115 
ble 


the miſconduct of Miniſters he aſcribed the aggregate ſum of 


feelings of the people, or blind to the fituation of the State. 


tion of the country could be eſfected; and in this Addreſs he 
moſt heartily concurred. His ſupport he ſtated to reſt upon 


_ Houſe, or a man in the country, who did not feel immediately, 
upon the Emperor's concluding a ſeparate peace, a negotiation 


in the preſent ſtate of the country, of greater moment and far 


' quences upon the kingdom at large. Their Lordſhips were 


Ihe great body of thoſe who had been a few years ago friends 
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ble remnant of a vaſt and expenſive alliance, ſupported by 
which we had commenced the war. But the deſertion of our 
allies was not all: we had to contend againſt a formidable 
enemy with powers cemented by reſiſtance, and in poſſeſſion 
of great and numerous armies, without one ſpot againſt which 
to turn them, except his Majefty's dominions. He called 
upon them alſo not to overlook our internal ſituation, and to 
recur to the vaſt preſſure of the enormous debt under which 
the country groaned. But it was needleſs to diſtreſs their 
Lordſhips' feelings by enumerating the various inſtances of 
calamity which met the eye of the moſt curſory beholder. The 
failure of the Bank, which at one time would have been re- 
garded as the greateſt misfortune which the country could ſuf- 
fer, was now the leaſt evil which it had to encounter. To 
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that calamity. They were now called upon to take ſome ſtep 
which might afford a chance of ſalvation. He beſeeched them 
to make ſome effort to prove that they were not dead to the 


The noble Duke had propoſed to carry an Addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty as a preliminary ſtep to any meaſure by which the ſalva- 


the following grounds: The firſt effect which was likely to 
flow from this Addreſs was immediate Peace; without which 
there was no hope or chance of ſalvation. Under the preſent 
Adminiſtration, was there any man ſo ſanguine as to ſuppoſe. 
that peace could be obtained. He ſhould not notice the miſe- 
Table farces which, under the name of negociation, had been 
acted at Baſle and Paris, nor the unſucceſsful journey of Mr. 
Hammond to Vienna. But was there a noble Lord in the 


ſhould have been opened at Paris for the purpoſe of ſecuring 
a peace for this country ? If we had nothing but our financial 
embarraſſments to contend with, common prudence would 
have dictated ſuch a meaſure. But this was not the moſt for- 
cible argument upon which it reſted. It was unneceſſary for 
him to call the attention of their Lord ſhips to circumſtances, 


more preſſing urgency. Beſides the effect of immediate peace, 
the meaſure would be productive of the moſt beneficial conſe- 


not unacquainted with the preſent critical ſituation of Ireland. 
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to Parliamentary Reform and Catholic Emancipation, were 
now united with the few, who at that time w:thed a ſeparation 
from this country; and a great party, under the name of 


United lrichmen, were at this moment ready to join any 


ſtandard under which they could find relief and protection. 
The diſmiſſal of his Majeſty's Miniſters would be followed by 
conceſhons to the difaffeQed in that kingdom, which, operat- 
Ing in conjunction with the reſtoration of peace, would allay 


_ diſcontent, and remove the dread of a ſeparation. The ſyſtem 


of Miniſters was calculated to produce that unfortunate event, 
and the delay of peace went in aid of the other meaſures which 
they were purſuing. His Lordſhip next conſidered the effect 
of the Addreſs upon the Iſland of Great Britain. He did not 
think that the opinions, for the ſuppreſſion of which we had. 
had gone to war, had Joſt any ground in the courſe of the laſt 
ive years. He did not ſuppoſe it would be contended that 


theſe opinions had ſuffered much from the influence either of 


our arms or our laws. Did they not fee, he aſked, that revo- 
lutionary opinions and revolutionary meaſures were gaining 
upon them every hour? Some great change, he ventured to 
predict, was near at hand. That change, whenever it ſhould 
happen, or of whatever nature it ſhould be, he truſted would 


tend to the advantage of the country. Had they really ſo little 


diſcernment to ſuppoſe that the people would ſubmit to live by 


under a Conſtitution without enquiry. which in the courſe of 


five months had brought upon them calamities unprecedented in 
their nature, and incalculable in extent? He was not fo unrea- 
fonable as to ſuppoſe that a war of great and unexampled inag- 


nitude could be conducted without a vaſt expence ; but he was 


unreaſonable enough to expect that Parliament ſhould exerciſe 
ſome controul over the expence. He wiſhed to paſs no heavier 
cenſure upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer than the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had paſſed upon thote Minifters who had 
gone before him. How far that cenſure extended, their Lordſhips 
would fee by recurring to the Report of the Committee of Finance 
in 1782, which he recommended to their peruſal. They would 
there find that Mr. Pitt had made grievous complaints againſt all 
the ſyſtems of knance which had ever been acted upon, and to 
which he himſelf afterwards recurred. They would there find 
that extraordinaries were called little leſs than money raiſed 
without the conſent, and expended without the knowledge of 
Parliament. They would find in that Report the conduct of the 
former Adminiſtration condemned upon examination, and tlie 


conduct of the preſent condemned in anticipation. He might 


certainly be conſidered as a partial advocate, if he undertoc K 
the 


e 
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the defence of the Miniſter whoſe conduct was condemned in 
that Report (Lord North), from his near relation to him, but 
he muſt be permitted to ſay, that that Miniſter's conduct in 
the management of finance was to be juſtified by the ſyſtematic 
practice of all preceding Financiers, while the conduct of the 


preſent Miniſters was in direct violation of the ſyſtem of finance, 
and the principles on which it was eſtabliſhed, laid down by 
himſelf; and that in regard to extraordinaries, and ſums of 
public money expended without the knowledge or ſanction of 


Parliament, he had infinitely exceeded all that any former Mi- 
niſter before him had ventured to expend. To all the other 
effects, therefore, which the meaſure propoſed by the noble 


Duke would produce, would be a correction of the extrava- 
gance in blood and treaſure, for which the preſent, beyond all 
tormer Adminiſtrations, had been diſtinguiſhed. There was 
another topic upon which he found himſelf called upon to ſay 
a few words, namely, the expediency of a reform in the repre- 


ſentation of the country, He had long differed upon this fub- 


ject with Gentlemen for whoſe opinions he had a great reſpect; 
and though many of his doubts were removed, and he had by 


no means the ſame dread of the plan as fome others, he con- 
feſſed he was not a convert to the meaſure. He conſidered it 
as a remedy weak and ineffectual for the complicated evils of 


which they had to complain, and therefore he could not re- 


comment it as a cure for the diſeaſed ſtate of the Common- 
wealth, But though he would not recommend it, he owned 


he regarded it with leſs horror than before, and had almoſt | 


been brought to change his opinion reſpecting it. Indeed, in 


tae preſent diſaſt; ous circumſtances, it became a leſs confider- 


ation in reſpect to his former view of it, and might be neceſ- 


ſary. He belccched their Lord{hips, however, to weigh well 
how they veted on that evening. He beſeeched them, if they 
_diflented from the Addreſs, not to be contented with merely 
negativing it. If they approved of the ſyſtem upon which Mi- 
niſters had been acting, he beſeeched them publicly to an- 


nounce it, and to fay ſomething in their favour, Their cauſe, 
he aſſured them, needed ſupport. 


choſen, and that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had been 


right in promiſing to pay the advances from the Bank to Go- 
vernment, and in breaking his engagement as often as it was 


made. If, however, they treated this motion with ſilent con- 
tempt, or got rid of it by a ſimple negative, he ſhould feel 
it ridiculous to propoſe any other mealure, or to treſpaſs upon 


their 


He entreated them to de- 
clare, if they thought ſo, that their conduct had been able, 
upright, and ceconomical, that their alliances had been well 
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their patience with a repetition of the- ſame propoſal, till he 
had ſome better proſpect of ſucceſs. - - 
10 Lord Auckland ſaid, that previouſly to offering ſuch Fr | 
[ as the general courſe and tendency of the debate had ſuggeſted 
| to him, he muſt diſclaim the diſcuſſion of two ſubjects, which 
= the ſupporters of the propoſed addreſs ſeemed defirous to bring 
| forwards. He would not be induced tot enter into a conſidera- 
tion of the emHarraſsments of Ireland, or of the means of re- 
moving thote embarraſsments He would not be perſuaded to 
carry Parliamentary Advice to his Sovereign reſpecking the 
Conſtitution and Government of an, independent kingdom, in- 
ſeparable indeed from us in intereſts, and (he hoped) in aflec- 
tion; but ſeparated in its legiſlature apd poſſeſſing its own Par- 
] are. He would not, as a Britiſh Peer, intermeddle with 
0 the duties of the Iriſh Parliament. Such an interference would 
th be highly objectionable. It was a trite but a true phraſe, that 
j it could do no good, and might do harm. | 
The other point into which he mult declin@entering, 3 was 
i the pretended expediency of a Reform in Parliament. He 
ol could not believe thoſe men to be ſerious, who, in the preſent 
conjuncture of affairs talk of a reform of Parliament as a re- 
medy for the national difficulties. At leaſt, if. they are ſerious, 
he differed from them fo radically and fo irreconeileably, that 
it would be a great waſte of breath and of time to argue with 
them. On former occaſions of his political life, his ſentiments 
on this ſubject had had the concurrence and ſupport of his no- 
ble friend (Lord Guildford) who ſpoke laſt. And though his 
noble Friend had not on that day expreſſed his wonted earneſt- 
neſs in the cauſe, there could he no doubt that the principles 
intended by him, it brought to the teſt, would be the ſame as 
N heretofore, in the ſteady refiſtance of char ges, ſometimes plau- 
.=- fible in parts and in their firſt aſpect, but infallibily tending 
1 in the preſent age to tlie utter ſubverſion of our venerable and 
excellent Conſtitution. 

Lord Auckland proceeded to Yay that his 0 in riſing at 
preſent was to combat the impreſſions which the ſpeeches of 
the two noble Dukes and of the noble Earl were calculated to 
give to theſe kingdoms and to all Europe. They had repre- 

ſented their country as brought down * to the loweſt ebb of 
national diſtreſs, by a ſcandalous waſte and laviſh profuſion;“ 
the had deſcribed ** her proſpects as chearleſs abroad and 
nes at home.” The noble Duke who opened the de- 

: bate had not confined himſelf to general ſtatements, but had 
thought proper to argue with fome detail, that if the war 


thould cloſe even in the courſe of the preſent year; there would 
be 
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be a neceſſity for bringing forwards additional taxes to the 
amount of three millions annually. As, however, the noble 
Duke had repeatedly exprefled his anxiety to aſcertain the real 
fate of the country, he ſurely would be glad to reviſe the poſt- 
tions which he had tried to eſtabliſh, and in which he would find 
great and evident inaccuracies. According to the report of the 
Committee of 1792, the peace expenditure, previous to the 
preſent war, including the annual million to the ſinking fund, 
was eſtimated at 16, 500,000l, The noble Dake allowed that 
the produce of the permanent taxes which exiſted previous 
to the war, may be lated at 13, 800, oool, and the Land and 
Malt, at 2,7 f, oool. Here, therefore, we have a revenue of 
16, 550,000l. to make, good the old peace expenditure of 
10, 500,000l, With regard to the produce of taxes improved 
during the war, it appeared by the reports of the Finance 
Committee, now ſitting, that ſuch of theſe taxes as are in full 
receipt, have produced the whole amount for which they were 
given. It bebame, therefore, a fair inference, that in the total 
of thoſe taxes, after the firft year or two, there would not be 
any material deficiency. The noble Duke, however, had 
urged, that after the war, there muſt be an additional peace 
_ _ eſtabliſhment: perhaps it might be ſo; though it was impoſſi- 
ble, at preſent, to foreſee what inay be the ſituation and in- 
tereſts of this empire on the return of peace. But on the other 
hand, the noble Duke had made no allowance for the annual 
Eaft India payment, for the annual produce of the Lottery, 
and for the probable riſe of other branches of revenue, when 
relieved from the preſſure of war. Thus far then it was rea- 
ſonable to ſet off one conſideration againſt the other, and to 
preſume that the reſult of increaſed income would be adequate 
to the increaſed demand. Conſequently in the cafe ſuppoſed 
by the noble Duke, the amount of new taxes was reduced to 
the amount of intereſt to be provided for the ſum neceſſary to 
clear arrears at the cloſe of the war. The noble Duke had 
| ſtated that ſam at fifteen millions, aud the taxes for the intereſt 
(including one per cent. for the ſinking fund) at 1,250,000). 
a year. Thateſtimate, however, way at the rate of from eight 
to nine per cent.; whereas in the aſſumed cafe of ſuch a loan 
to be made in a period of peace, fix per cent. or 900,000]. a 
year, would have been an ample allowance. And thus the 
noble Duke's three millions a year might reaſonably be reduced 
upon his own data to one third of that ſum. But to what poſ- 
ſible uſe or purpoſe were ſuch ſtatements brought forwards in 
the preſent conjunCture? It had been well and juſtly obſerved 
Vor. III. 1797. 3 | ö 
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by the noble Ear! (Lord Guildford) that * great and perijous 


wars muſt be attended with great and heavy expences.” 


It was an eaſy taſk in a moment of accumulated calamities 


naturally agitating the public mind, to make declamatory in- 
vectives againſt the folly and incapacity of Miniſters, and to 


impute blame where blame is not juſtly imputable. It would 


be a taſk ſtil] more eaſy, but ſuited only to weak or malignant 


minds, under the impreſſion of ſuch calamities, to depreciate 
the national reſources ; ; to weaken the national energy (our 


beſt reſource and poſſeſſion) and to hold us out to ourſelves 


and to our enemy, as neceſſarily ſinking under the difficulties 
to which we are expoſed. He was ſorry to add, that ſuch re- 


preſentations had tended to ſhake the public confidence, the 
public courage, and the public credit. They had done more; 


co-operating, as they had done, with the revolutionary opt- 


nions, which the noble Earl fays, are gaining ground from 
hour to hour, they had given pretexts and power to that prin- 
ciple of inſubordination, to that ſpirit of anarchy, to that peril, 

to that calamity, which all parties concurred in deploring, and 


which he conſidered as the real and eſſential evil in our preſent _ 
fituation. And thus it was, that a brave and enlightened na- 
tion, enjoying an unexampled proſperity, and the power and 
the means to maintain that proipetty, was abandormg itſelf to 


deſt ruction. 


He had taken WV: in a former debate to aer to the 


ſtrange and diſgraceful paradox which we are exibiting to our 


cotemporàries and to future hiſtory. We talk of the war as if 
it had brought upon us a contin: 1ed ſeries of loſſes and defeats ; | 


and yet there never has been a war in which we have obtained 
tuch glory or ſucceſs. We have deſtroyed the commerce of 


our enemies; we have greatly reduced their naval force; we 
have wreſted from them many of their colonies and valuable 


poſſeſſions. Again, we lament over our finances and reſources, 


as if the country were ſunk into an extreme of poverty and of 


helpleſſneſs. And yet it has recently appeared, that we have 


the means of raiſing within the ſpace of a few months, two 
loans of eighteen millions each; and the payments are making 
upon them without intermiffion or difficulty, at the ſame time 

the general revenue is undiminifhed ; and our commerce is in 
the aſtoniſhing predicament of being at leaſt a third higher 


than in the moſt proſperous period before the war. Laſtly, we 
talk of danger from invaſion at a moment when our fleets have 
the command of the ſea, when they are actual! blockading 


the ports of our enemies, and when our means of interior de- 
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fence are greater than they were ever known to be. He felt 
that in this part of his ſubject the minds of their Lord- 
ſhips muſt naturally turn once more to the unhappy conſi- 
deration to which he had before adverted; certainly it was a 
matter of great and juſt alarm. It was a cancerous diſorder 
upon the Empire. He did not believe, however, that the diſ- 
eaſe yet affected any vital part. He truſted that the bulk and 
body of the ſailors, who had fo long been conſidered as the dar- 
ling children of their country, as the pride, and glory, and ſafe- 
guard of the kingdom, would in the event be found untainted. 
He could not agree with the noble Baron (Lord Romney) 
that French gold was at the bottom of the buſineſs. French 
gold and French principles might have actuated ſome indivi- 
duals; but the others had fallen into temporary exceſſes, and 
he was confident that the Navy would at laſt be brought back 
to a right ſenſe of its duties. If unhappily he ſhould prove 
miſtaken in that opinion, all other ſubjects of conteſt in that 
Houſe, would be matters indifferent and unimportant. He had 
occaſionally been attacked, both in ſpeeches and in pamphlets, 
for having endeavoured in the late and in the preſent war, to 
give to his country an encouraging idea of her means and re- 
| ſources : it was true, that he had laboured, and would continue 
to labour, to give to her a juſt confidence in thoſe means and 
reſources. Not, however, from any diſpoſition to prolong the 
war; he ſaw and had always ſeen the great dangers and diffi- 
culties of the preſent war; but he had ſeen alſo, that the ſtrug- 
gle was unavoidable. The noble Duke, who opened the debate, 
had talked of individual intereſts in the preſent criſis: the no- 
ble Duke's intereſts were not ſuperior to his in the ſafety and 
peace of the Empire. He had intereſts nearer and dearer to 
the mind than thoſe of wealth and of property. It was the 
Juſt ſenſe of thoſe intereſts, which redoubled his anxiety to 
promote a general confidence in the national character and na- 
tional force. In the recent inſtance of the conſtrained defec- 
tion of our honourable but unfortunate ally, it was a great con- 
ſolation to us, that we had maintained to the laſt in that alli - 
ance, as in every other, the {ame generous friendſhip, the fame 
unſhaken good faith. The defection had left us in every ſenſe 
_ inſulated. Still, however, if we were “ true to ourſelves,” we 
_ poſſeſſed the means of attaining an honourable and ſolid pacifi- 
cation. If on the other hand we thould with an unmanly im- 
patience hurry the war to a termination of a different deſerip- 
tion, the century will cloſe in ſcenes of deſolation through 
theſe kingdoms infinitely more terrible than any that have yet 
appeared in the calamitous annals of the French Revolution. 
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The Earl of Sufo/k expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the filence of 


Miniſters, when matters of ſq much moment had been brought 


forward, every one of which was ſufficiently important to re- 


quire an immediate explanation from the King's ſervants, in 


order to quiet the minds of their Lordſhips and the Public, at 


leaſt, for the preſent. He roſe to put one queſtion to their 


Lordfhips, and if he received a ſatisfactory anſwer, he ſhould 


have no occaſion to trouble their Lordſhips, and that was, whe- 
ther any new ſyſtein was likely to he purſued reſpecting Ire- 
land, or whether the ſyſtem of coercion that had been fatally 
adopted hitherto, was meant to be perſevered in? His Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, he had no other motive for being deſirous to be 
Syed on this point, but a ſenſe of the duty which he owed 


to his King and Country; he had not any eſtate or perſonal | 


intereſt in Ireland, further than his ſhare as an Engliſhman in 
the general intereſt arifing from the connection of the two 
Kingdoms, neither had any of his family any eſtate in Ireland ; 

ſo anxious, however, was he, from the conſeiouſneſs of the im- 


portance of the Siſter Kingdom continuing in cloſe alliance with 
Great Britain, that if his Majeſty's Miniſters {till obſtinately per- 
ſiſted in their Pie and would give him no anſwer to his queſ- 
tion, he ſhould then communicate to the Houſe and the Pub- 


lie, the private information, which he had received on the ſub- 


ject, and which was of a ſerious nature indeed; he would, how- 
ever, wait to hear, if any anſwer was to be given to his quſtion, _ 
A pauſe enſued, and no Peer riſing, the“ e was 


called for, whereupon _ 
The Earl of Sf again came e forwards, and ad, he could 
not ſuffer the queſtion to go off in that manner, without re- 


ceiving any information ref pecting Ireland; ſince the noble Se- 
cretary of State refuſed to give any W to his queſtion, he 


ſhould hold it his duty to read a part of a letter from a reſpect- 


able character now in Ireland, which he had recently received. 
The letter which he held in his hand came from an officer on 
the public ſervice in the Siſter Kingdom, a man of acknow- 


ws 6 ability, worth, and talents, Brigadier General Cooke. 


ord Sydney expreſſed a douht of the propriety of the noble 


Earl's reading a letter, or part of a letter, from Ireland, relative 


to its ſituation in point of danger, which was not written with 


an expreſs view to be laid before the Houle. 
After a momentary conference with the Duke of Leeds arid 
the Marquis of Lan/down, the Earl ſaid, he conceived it lay 


with his own diſcretion to decide, whether he would read the 
letter or not, but he had, he believed, an undoubted right to 


read it, as a part of his ſpeech, if he choſe to do ſo. 
Lord 
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Lord Grenville ſaid, undoubtedly. OY. 


The Earl of Suffolk proceeded to read the letter, which gave 
a very gloomy account of the ſtate of Ireland, and after ſtating 
that there were agents from the Directory of France actually 


landed, and actively employed in promoting the cauſe of inſur- 


rection and revolt, and that if the ſword was once drawn, the 
writer was conviuced all was over, it declared that the Country 
was in a ſtate of defence, little better than before Chriſtmas, 
and ſpecified the exact number of troops under the writer's 
command for the defence of the North. 5 

The Earl of MHeſimoreland immediately roſe, and called the 


noble Lord to order, expreſſing his ſtrong ſenſe of the impro- 
priety of giving the opinion of a military officer upon the ſtate 


of tlie inſufficiency of defence of Ireland. | | 
The Earl of Suffo/k proceeded in the reading of the letter, 
till he came to a paſſage, which he faid he certainly would not 


read, as his own mind ſuggeſted that it might be improper. He 


then reſumed another part of the letter. | 
When the Earl of V eſimoreland again role, and declared 


that he was fo thoroughly convinced of the impropriety of 


reading the letter, from the nature of the pallages already re- 
cited, that if the noble Earl perſiſted, he would immediately 
move that the Houſe be clea reel. „ 
Lord Douglas (Earl of Moreton) contended againſt the 
reading of the letter. „ Ke | 
A fort of general concurrence was ſignified, that the letter 
ſhould no further be proceeded in, whereupon the Earl faid, 
he was far from wiſhing to perſiſt in reading a letter, which 


Oo 


their Lordſhips were unwilling to hear, but the part that fol- 


lowed was rather calculated to excite hope than deſpondency. 
The Duke of Leeds having, juſt at this point encouraged 


the reading of the letter which was revolted at, roſe to deciare, 
that what had been already read of the letter was infinitely more 


improper in his opinion, than the mere ſtatement of the num 
ber of troops for the defence of the North of Ireland. In fact, 
the letter ought not to have been ſuffered to be read at all. 

The Marquis of Lanſdoꝛun expreſſed his ſurprize that Mi- 
niſters would not give the public any ſatisfaction upon ſubjects 
ſo intereſting to the country, and that they even carried their 
diſpoſition to ſecrecy fo far that they put a negative upon infor- 
mation, when it was offered from another quarter. As they 
had, however, been fo forward in ſuppreſſing the information, 


which was honeſtly and diſintereſtedly offered by his noble and 


worthy friend, who had juſt ſat down, he did not conſider it 


preſumptuous to expect that they would have the gracious con- 


deſcentian 
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365 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lozne, 
deſcention to give what they themſelves thought ſafe to be given. 


He wiſhed rather to hear than to ſpeak, and he had come down 


on that day, fondly prepoſſeſſed with an idea, that ſome notice 
would be given by his Majeſty's Miniſters, that a negociation 
| had commenced between this country and France, or at leaſt 
that overtures tor a negociation had been made by his Majeſty's 


Miniſters. A month had paſſed ſince it had been known a 
ſeparate peace had been entered into between France and 


Auſtria, and yet nothing had tranſpired with reſpect to peace 
with this country. Had this been announced he ſhould not have 
_ troubled them on the preſent evening, with what he heard of 
a perſon from Italy interfering on behalf of this country, He 
confeſled that he had no other ground for the ſuppoſition, than 


general report, which to a willing mind was often apt to go 


for more than it was worth. What could retard propoti- _ 


tions for negociation, he was utterly at a loſs to divine; 
the original cauſes of the war no longer exiſted ; we had no 
longer "the opening of the Scheldt to reſiſt; the territory of 
Savoy no longer formed a topic for deliberation ; the fate of the 


Low Countries, he was afraid, was already decided; : deſerted 
by all our allies, we had only our own intereſt to cate for; the 


cauſe of the delay, therefore, to him, was utterly inexplicable. 
Miniſters ſurely could not be abſurd enough to be waiting for 
the mediation of {ome northern powers, who knew nothin 


about the ſettlements which were to be the ſubject of diſcuſſion 
between this country and France; betides, in nine caſes out of 
ten, theſe mediations tended rather to retard than accelerate 
the object to which they were directed. Allies, now we had 
none | God knows we had had enough of them! He was a good 


deal ſurpriſed to hear a noble and ty reſpectable Lord (Lord 
Romney) ſay, that Auſtria might ſtill be our ally. He truſted 


that Miniſters had not the madneſs to attempt to make Auſtria _ 
renew the conteſt. He reminded their Lordſhips of the bad 
faith of the allies with which we had aCted before, notwith- 
ſtanding the firm perſuaſion expreſſed by his Majeſty' s Mini- 


ſters of their undoubted honour and ſincerity; he remembered 
its having been ſtated, that it was quite impoſfible for the kin 


of Sardinia to deſert us. He was told alſo that the Miniſters 
of his Pruſſian Majeſty were the beſt and moſt honourable 


Miniſters in Europe]! when he had talked of a ſubſidy heavy 
ſent to the king of Pruſſia, Miniſters exclaimed, “  ſublidy ! 
Do you call it a ſubſidy ? It is a cheap economical contract.“ 


They had had plenty of contracts of this nature; whether it 


was a cheap one or not he could not ſay; perhaps it was more 


economical than ſome of thoſe which had been entered into | 
N 


+ 


24 
17 7 
$45.6 
"LIAN 2x 
ie 
. 
n 
3 * 
7 Ts 
” F: 4 
Re OTE 
n 
7, 3 
re 
1 Ro 
7 4 
x 8 
* \ N= 
ee 
Ly 5 
r 
AY A s 
. . 
bs WF 
70 FL 
* N 
2 * 
n 
Sn 
TIRES $14 
3 Ne 
Bs; bi 
= 3 
N » iv 
«yp 
8 oy 
. aw 
Wa "BF on 
Rt RY. 
y * 
HE oy 
Gs i 
T 1 Wt 
. 4 
5 a 
Ma AN [4 
CH D 0} , 
: TX 
5 12 
5 tar 
KY ” - 
FR. - i 4 
£ 
: 
9 
Th . 
N 
„ 
e 
{ * 
Sf * 
I "kia 
4 Lg 
+4 " . 
2% 2 
aw; g 
IBF 1 
„„ 
2 z 8 a * 
o * yd 
* M1 
8 
ey e 
EE 7 
1 
* 1 
* 
146 
4 
© 
1 
4. 
Wh 
. 
32 
. * * 
. AN 
1 #4 
5 \ 
7 
* 1 
» Lo 
wo! £5 
: | * 
% 277 
hs 2 
N 5 
e 2 
7; : 
v 
1 ky 
l 3 
* *. 
>. t 
1 * 
"SN * 
8 13 
5 5 94 
„ 
$7 
2," 
">; : 
* 
"7 : 
1 
3 
5 
* e. 
2 be” * 
SE; > 
a 
poet 
* F * 
Ea 
. 7 £3! os 
. 
7 
5 
« > 
© gr 
EA 
l 
. 
NE ot 
4: $$ 
2 
TI 
* 
IS» bt = 
ns 
2; 
CER 
* * 
To 8 
* - 
7 
. 
x 4 
3 
"x0 
* * 7 
J —_ 
; E bi 
. F543 4 
X 
Ws 8 : 
* 2, 
* : 
430750 
22 
_ . 
OV? : 
8 
8 
N 
, DIE, 
E254 
1 =O, 
NEED 
"7D 
SE 
1s 
8 
1 4 
Ng 
$\.- 1 
4 * 14 
L 
« 1 


\ 
, 
o 
\ 
23 
= * 
7 J 4 
at : 
; 
4 £ 
1 o . 
* 5 
7 I 
f FLIA 
* . 
3; i246 
| __ 
15 * 
7 4. 
Toe +: 
* 4 
Wok LA BM 
x4 
25 , ; 
* : 
" = 
$5: x 
* : 
MAT 
* EN . 
. 
J 8 . 
n 
*. VE ty 
8 
. 
122 d 
29, 
: 
e 2 
20 354.9 
S be 
\ ved 
3 LIFE 
\ 
STE: 
IE 
9 
8 
2 
. 
ys; 
* 
ON 
» J * 
Ty * 
WY - 
© T2 
* 
3& 
It 
3 
” 
28 
1 OS 
5 FS 
* * 
Wnt a3 
75 *, 
I&EC) 
7 dM 
= 
— q 
VID 
ey 
2 
L DIE, 
U Sx 
IS. v2 
. 
n 
* 
1 
1 
2 
9 
. 
4 . \ 
4 * ＋ 
8 . 
k 1 


5 


e 


4 
1 


May 30] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 369 
in St. Domingo. . Auſtria, our faithful ally, had alſo deſerted 


us. It might be ſaid, © it is an ill wind that blows nobody 
good,“ and that as we have hitherto been ſending money out 


of the country we may now expect that it will return. He 
expected to hear that the Bank of Vienna, that Bank whoſe 
ſolidity was ſo highly extolled, upon the return of peace 
would have reſumed its payments, and that not only the in- 
tereſt of the money we have lent to the Emperor will be punc- 


tually paid, but that the capital will be gradually liquidated. | 


% Not one word ſays the noble Secretary to this,“ exclaimed 
the Marquis. I ſee he ſmiles, however. It is really good 


fun! A jolly piece of buſineſs ! An excellent joke | Well he 
may laugh at having fo dexteroully cheated the country out of 


ſix millions of money, and the country deſerves to be cheated 
while they ſubmit to be taxed in wind and in air without one 
murmur againſt the authors of the oppreſſion.“ As to the 


proſpects of peace, he obſerved, that he had the fin upon his 
head of believing that the French Government were always 


inclined to pacification, and he recommended it to his Majeſty's 


Miniſters to make a open unreſerved declaration, ſtating their 
inclination to enter into negociation, which, if it ſerved no 


other purpoſe, would at leaſt folve a problem which never yet 
has been ſolved. namely what we are fighting for? It had been 


faid, ſhould this country be tricked into a peace, he would 


anſwer, that other powers had been tricked into it, and 
had left us to carry on the war alone. He maintained 
it would be wiſe in this country to teil the French nation 
that peace was of importance to us; it was of conſequence 
to know whether the French were diſpoſed to yield to 
moderate terms of peace, in order, that on the contrary, we 
might arm with determined vigour, and oppoſe the enemy 
with enthuſiaſm; and in order that after a conteſt of four 
years, in which we have been abandoned by every one of our 
allies. we ſhould at laſt know, as he had before ſaid, what we 


were fighting for. He deprecated that ſyſtem of myſteriouſ- 


neſs which had been aſſumed with regard to the ſailors. Not 
having been in town when the affair of the diſcontents of 


the ſeamen broke out, he might avoid ſay ing any thing on that 


ſubject, but he owned that had he been in the Houſe when the 


diſcontents on board the fleet firſt came under public diſcuſ- 


hon, he ſhould have ſpoken his opinion freely upon them, and 
even have gone farther than a noble Duke, who had heen cen- 


ſured for raſhneſs upon the occaſion. He was of opinion (ill 


that the matter ſhould undergo Parliamentary inveſtigation, 
| | | in 
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in order that the real cauſe of the calamity ſhould be aſcer- 


tained. If the moment a queſtion had been aſked by Par- 
liament on the ſubject it had been fairly anſwered by Miniſters, 


the circumſtances which had occurred might have been avoid- 


ed. Myſtery always produced doubt and diſtruſt. It was a 
maxim he had ever taught his children, whenever they got 


into a ſcrape, to tell the truth; it was a charm that would 


always extricate them. Diſintereſtedneſs was peculiarly the 
character of ſeamen, and they ſhould have dealt with them 
upon that principle. Parliament had a right to examine and 


know every circumſtance refpeCting the diſorders which had 
taken place, there were various reports in circulation reſpect- 
ing them, and it was therefore due to the officers of the navy, 
to the admiralty, and to the failors, that an examination of 


the cauſes, which had produced ſuch diſturbances, ſhould take 


place. He alluded to a propoſition which he had made two 


years ago, in which he had ſtated the neceſſity of ſome altera- 


tion in the navy; and with reſpect to the army, the commiſ- 


ſioners of accounts had ſtated to the Houſe, that the mode of 


their pay was ſo complicated, ſo replete with myſtery and 
fraud, as to call aloud for ſome regulation. As to French gold 
having been at the bottom of the revolt of the ſailors, as ſug- 


geſted by a noble Lord (Lord Romney) he could not credit 


the idea. Britiſh ſeamen were too open, too honeſt and too 


diſintereſted to warrant the ſuggeſtion. Loyalty was the chief 
feature in the character of that valuable claſs of men, and they 


carried it fo far, that it was notoriouſly the firſt and moſt ef- 
ſential ingredient of their toaſts, their ſongs, and their merri- 


ment. They of courſe could not be eafily led to entertain 


doubts of the ſincerity of his Majeſty's Miniſters with reſpect. : 
to the conceſſions they demanded, were they not in a certain 


degree warranted by the dilatory conduct of Government on 
that very important occaſion, and by the want of publicity 
and diſpatch, to give them ſatisfaction. He was juſtified in 


declaring on the authority of the ableſt and moſt enlightened _ 
men in Ireland, that that country was then placed in a fitua- 
tion of the moſt imminent danger. He had in his pochet the 
reſolutions lately entered into on that intereſting ſubje& by 
the Gentlemen of the bar of Dublin, than whom there did not 
any where exiſt a more impartial, more independent, or a more 
enlightened ſet of men. It was not yet publiſhed in this coun- 
try, and though he ſhould not now treſpaſs on their Lordſhips 
dy a peruſal of it, he would earneſtly recommend it to their 
| ſerious attention, hoping that their Lordſhips would read it 

RW, over. 
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over again and again. They ſtated, in the moſt energetic and 


admirable language, the vaſt perils to which that oppreſſed 
nation was ſubjected. Since he had alluded to theſe reſolu- 
tions, he was concerned to find that a noble Duke (the Duke 
of Portland) was not. then in his place, as he might, from 
having the ſubject of the reſolutions recommended to his con- 
Hderation, reap conſiderable benefit from attending to them. 
But perhaps the noble Duke was employed in a more inte- 
reſting manner. It was not improbable but he might be then 
engaged in ſettling the pariſh rates of Mary-le- Donne, or in 
ſpeculating on the probable advantages afiſing from a revolu- 
tion, on the ſame principles of pi ont, as thoſe by which his 
Dutch anceſtors acquired their polleſions. He could not, he 
was convinced, exprels in a manner too forcible, the dangers 


likely to riſe from the meaſures purſued by his . Majeſty's Mi- 


niſters with reſpect to Ireland. They were evidently laying 


the rooted principle of animoſity between both kingdoms, by 
ſending over troops thither ; and after what had taken place in 
Ireland, there was no ſecurity even for what might take place 


in this country; the diſſenters of this country he knew Were 


loyal and prudent; but whenever Engliſh or Iriſh blood was 


drawn, who could anſwer for the manner in which it might. 


affect their minds. He was ſure meaſures were now adopting 


of the moſt dangerous nature. N ſending over to Ireland © 


fencibles aud Evert of. rank to bathe their. {words in blood, 


God knew what might be the conſequence. The Marquis 
recommended to his Majeſty's Miniſters the advice given by E 


Mr. Neckar, to kings on the ſubject of coercion. That wi 
ſtateſman whoſe experience in one of the ſevereſt ſchools of 


adverſity ever entered, made what he faid of great authority, 


ſtrongly adviſed them not to provoke the people; to avoid, 

with the utmoſt caution, coercion of every kind, and to adopt 
| conciliatory meaſures, even in caſes of the moſt preſſing nature, 
as the moſt effectual means to make their ſubiedts comply with 


their juſt views, and reconcile them to à ſtate of peace and 


tranquillity. Buonaparte had unqueſtionably been the moſt 
formidable enemy this country had to contend with. That 


celebrated General had over: run a vaſt extent of country, and 


reduced upwards of two millions of people, and who had been 
the cauſe of thoſe ſucceſſes? Seit the noble Lord (Lord 
Grenville) who had provoked hoſtilities, and who by the fame 
mode of reaſoning, had even out done Buonaparte; for the French 


had, by his friendly aſſiſtance, not only added to their poſſeſſions 
three times the extent of territory no by Buonaparte, but 


3 III. 1 "50, 3A iis 2, o 6 Ne 


country. 


with whom he had the honour to co-Operate. | 
wy candidly admit that were the queſtion to be carried in the af- 
| firmative, | 
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had alfo experienced an increaſe of three times the number 


of their population. The noble Lord might, therefore be 


juſtly entitled to have a ſtatue ereRed to him in the Panthe- 
on, for achicvements in tavour of the French Republic, and 
Buonaparte himſelf could not be ſuppoſed to envy ſuch a 


meaſure, to the merit of which he was bound both as a friend 
to his country, and an admirer of heroiſm, to ſubſcribe. _ 
Lord Romney role to explain, declaring he wiſhed to ſand 


well in the opinion of the noble Marquis. In expreſſing a hope 


that Auſtria might {till prove our ally, he did not, he faid, 


mean that he hoped Auſtria would renew the war with Frans 


but that in her negociations with that power, ſhe would ſerve 


this country by laying the ground for a general peace, and in 


regard to what he had ſaid, of French gold having been at the 
bottom of the diſcontents of the ſeamen, he had not meant to 
inſinuate that Britiſh ſailors had been bribed by the French, 


and by that means excited to mutiny, but that French gold had 


cauſed the agents and emiſſaries of that power to poiſon the 


minds of our brave tars, and fill them with e N 


and diſcontents. 


The Duke of Grafton ſaid, that he meant explicitly fo 
declare it as his opinion, that the preſent Miniſters could not 
longer continue in office without imminent danger to the 
His gloom of mind and his ſuſpicions of their de- 
ſigns began with the preſent war, and had been continued 
It was now come to the criſis of 


through all its progreſs. 
the country, and he thought that the Crown, as well as the 


people, could only be ſaved by their een with which 


his gloom would ceaſe. 
Lord Grenville roſe, and ſaid, that in the poſtſeript to the 


ſpeech of the noble Duke, the real jet and object of the queſ- 
tion had come out. 


which was imputed to the country began and ended with the 


noble Lord who ſupported the motion. He had particularly ; 


forborne to enter into the conſideration of the queſtion, that 


other perſons leſs immediately intereſted might decide on the 
merits of it, rather than that he himſelf ſhould be forced to 


enter into a juſtification of his own conduct, and of thoſe 


t was a perſonal attack upon the King's 
Miniſters, by a ſet of men, who fancicd that they were better | 
qualified to fill their places, and who withed to introduce their 
new-fangled ſyſtern on the ruin of tie Britiſh conſtitution. He 
declared his conviction, that the melancholy tone of diſtreſs 


He would 
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firmative, it would give him the moſt ſerious and heartfelt 
concern. To be deprived of the power of rendering every 


ſervice within the ſcope of his abilities, both to his country 


and to his moſt gracious maſter, who was amply entitled to 
his beſt exertions, in a moment of great and unexampled dif- 


ficulty, would indeed be the heavieſt mistortune he could 


poſſibly experience. He therefore entertaincd the moſt ſan- 
guine hopes that the queſtion would be negatived, not cer- 
tainly on account of any regard or ſolicitude avout his own 


perſonal views or eaſe, for the preſent time was not fit for 
ſuch conſiderations ; but th:t he might remain in a ſituation 
that would enable him to give his hearty and efficient f p- 
port to the meaſures of the Executive Government for the 
benefit and happineſs of the community. To be an indif- 


ferent ſpectator, would have been truly an afflicting thought 


to him, but to be an active ſharer at a crilis of ſuch magnt- 
tude and moment, would operate on his mind as a molt con- 


ſoling and ſatisfactory reflection. If in fact, his Majeſty's 
Miniſters had ever oppoſed thoſe noxious political principles 


which aimed at the ſubverſion of all regular governments, 


they were at the preſent moment more urgently called 
upon to continue with additional alacrity and firmneſs that 
conſtitutional oppoſition. He flattered himſelf that in either 
point of view, whether in the conſideration of the principles 
that his Majeſty's Miniſters had maintained, or from the con- 
viction that they had acted conſcientiouſly and honeſtly in 


the beſt hope of ſerving the country, the Houle would give 
them that ſupport, with which they had hitherto been ac- 
cuſtomed to honour them. Since he had been thus induced 


to offer himſelf to their Lordſhips attention, he ſhould make 
a few remarks on what had palled in the courſe of the de- 
bate. On the queſtion the happineſs of millions, the exiſt- 
ence of the country, and every thing that made the country 
valuable depended. The noble Duke, in deploring the catami- 


ties of the preſent war, and in enumerating the diſtreiſes pro- 


duced by it, had merely ſtated arguments which would apply 
with equal force againſt the proſecution of any war whatever. 


Such a mode of reaſoning might, on principles of a ſimilar 


nature, go againſt the ſyſtem of warfare altogether, however 


juſt, however called for by the moſt imperious neceſſity. 


But did the noble Duke's argument apply to the preſent 
war, which had not only been commenced on the abſolute 
ground of neceſſity, but had been approved of by a vaſt ina- 


3A23 Jority 


* 
% 
— — 2 — — — 2 — 


— 


— 2 —— 


— wi to > or 
5 > 2 . 


— — — — 
— = ” 
— 


wb I 


— ES GEE == ———— — 
— — — - 2 ——_ 
— 2 OL * fo - 


— ci FP 2 
LSE APA ng Fo io * 
— > 5 


— 


ä — — — 3 —— — . — — . 
— —_- - — 2 — — — - — 
— — — 8 g rr. wp - - — 
2 - _ — l 333 —— ey en es A a Aa 
- — — "> — — — — 7 
- 27-25 < 2 . EO — = 9 — * 
« — — 2 — - — — — — r - - 
— — 2 — 2 > — — — 2 — ———  ,. oor. a r 
— — — — — — — 5 — — he 2 —— — 1 2 — == 5 
— ens — —ͤ— — — — — — — — > —— — IF IS * . 
— ä Rr 2 — ” — - l — ö - 
= * - 2 * — — — — . — ” 1 ꝓ A" OS c 


— In 


— 
— — 


1 * 
. " 
A; y 
at) . 
4-1} 
841118 
Wits £1 3: 
A 
ii 
Mi. 


1 {9 
1112471 
LIFT 

** 7 q 
i Ni 
? 

| $434 172 

1. 79 
wary. : : 
1 1 , 

1 4 

„ 1 

* 14 
7 7 1 q 
we 
1 * 
ou. 
Hs 0 

* . 

1 189 
4.0% 4 
4 * . 
5 4 
he 
4 

q 


374 . WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lon ps, 
jority of the country, and proſecuted through all its various 
ſtages with the concurring and moſt deciſive approbation, of 
Parliament ? He believed, that the noble Duke was the firſt 
man that ever proceeded to move any vote ot cenſure againſt 
Miniſters without giving them ſome previous notice of it. 
But he had choſen to act a part peculiar to himſelf alone, 
and had thought proper to ground his accuſation on the ex- 
ceſs of expences, which, from the nature of them, it was 


-totally impoſlible to foreſee or.to provide for by certain eſti- 
mates. With reſpe& to the ſubſidies made ro Prutlia, on 
which a noble Marquis (the Marquis of Lanſdown) had been 


pointedly ſevere, he ſhould merely obſerve, that without any 
alluſion to the various benefits that might be derived from 
that meaſure, there was one in which men the moſt oppoſite 
in political ſentiments could ſcarcely think differently. and 
that conſiſted in its being the beſt mode of hiring op for 
the public ſervice. | 

With reſpe& to our alliance with Auftria, could the noble 


Marquis contend that we had not by the wiſdom of that pro- 
ceeding, gained great and ſucceſſive advantages to the real 


intereſts of the nation? The noble Lords conſidered it as a 
ſettled point, that the removal of Miniſters would be grate- 
ful to the public mind; but would they alſo affirm, that it 


- would be equally grateful to the public mind, if they them- 


ſelves were to occupy the place of adminiſtration ? The con- 
duct of his Majeſty's Miniſters had ſucceeded in preventing 


that anarchy to which the language of thoſe who oppoſed 


them ftrongly tended. He had, for his own part, often 
heard, that revolutionary ideas and principles had made a 
_ conſiderable progieſs in the country, but to what bold lengths 


they extended, he had until that night little conception. "He - 
could no longer diſbelieve it, ſince the noble Earl (Lord | 


Guildford) told them in a ſtyle of ſuch impreſſive authority, 
that revolutionary principles were gaining ground every day, 
and that great and awful changes were about to take place. 
What he would aſk was the conduct of the ſame noble Lords 
with reſpect to the preſent ſituation of Ireland? They raſhly 


propoſed a direct interference in the internal concerns of 


rhat kingdom, after a moſt unqualified recognition of its in- 
dependence. If their Lordſhips had a right to interfere in 
any caſe, that caſe could only conſiſt in an interference to pro- 
tect and maintain the rights of his Majeſty, and of the Par- 


liament of Ireland, and if the Government here had been 
; able 
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able to ſend any force for the purpoſe of ſaving Ireland from 
confulion, rapine, and deſolation, ſuch a conduct was, in his 
opinion, a freſh cauſe for unity and amity between both na- 
tions. 
A noble Marquis had, in the warmth of expreſſion, called. 
Ireland an oppre ed country. But what was the nature of 
that oppreſſion? Was it oppreſſion in the mind of the noble 
Marquis, to ſuffer the Legiſlature of that country to make 
laws for itſelf ? It was indeed a very ſtrange topic to bring 
forward, after all the various arguments which had occurred 
on it, and ater all the experience which their Lordthips 
muſt have had reſpecting the nature of it. But that was not 
all—the noble Marquis proteſted to talk of conciliation, 


and ſeemed defirvus. to have it conſidered as his favourite 


theme, yet while he dealt in profeſſions he in reality ſought 
out with uncommon induſtry every principle of latent evil, 
and fhewed his rooted deſire to fruſtrate the great end of con- 
ciliation. When, therefore, he con dered the preſent ſitua- 
tion of public affairs, and turned his thoughts to all the con- 
| ſequences likely to reſult from a baſe and ſervile compli- 
cok with the leading doctrines of the day, he ſhould boldly 
ſay, that his Majeſty's Miniſters would not tamely deſert that 
honourable poſt which they had hitherto filled, by directing 
all their efforts to the preſervation of the Conſtitution, and 
the permanent happineſs of the people. He ſhould think it 
extremely unfit for him to draw a compariſon between his 
own capacity and that of any of the noble Lords who uni- 
formly oppoſed his Majeſty's Miniiters, but on the ground 
of zeal for the rea] Here” Mþ of the State, and of a decided 
and unalterable reſolution to oppoſe by the moſt unwearied 
exertions, and the moſt vigorous efforts, thoſe principles 
which ſtruck at the very exiſtence of the Conſtitution, and 
which went to the eſtabliſhment of anarchy ; he would 
maintain that he was inferior to none. A reform of Parlia- * 
ment was a chief meaſure propoſed by noble Lords, and to 
that meaſure he ſhould give a plain anſwer. He had ever 


oppoſed that innovation as a complete alteration of the Con- 


ſtitution. To ſome noble Lords who appeared ſtrongly to 
hold forth its neceſſity, he would calmly appeal to their own 
minds, whether in the firſt place any two perſons were 
agreed as to the plan? And ſecondly, if they were ſo, whether 
that plan could be carried into effect without any thing further 
being purſued? For his part he was ſo convinced of the 
| Kanter of innovation, that he Knew what commenced with 


reform, 
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reform, concluded with revolution. He had even oppoſed a 
temperate reform, but that offered ſor diſcuſſion was above 
all others peculiarly obfectionable. It went to pluck up by 
the roots every right planted by the Conſtitution--it went to 
deſtroy the moſt eſſential principles of liberty and property 


Lit went to disfranchiſe a corporation, to deſtroy chartered 


rights, to eſtabliſh diſtricts, or to characterize them more 


properly, departments, throughout the whole country, and as 
one member could only repreſent one department, it went 
to change every election over the kingdom into the nature of 
a Weſtminſter election, with the benefits of which every 
one of their Lordſhips was neceſſarily acquainted, At this 
moment ſaid his Lordſhip, it is the duty of every member of 


each Houſe, inſtead of weakening the hands of Government 
by ill timed motions, to rally round the Throne, to give ad- 
dftional ſtrength to the Executive Power, and by an ex- 


ample at once dutiful and glorious, ſupport that Conſtitu- 
tion, which has been framed by our anceſtors, and which 


we are bound to tranſmit unaltered to our lateſt poſterity. 
Speculation, obſerved his Lordſhip, was ſure to open the 
way to the horrors of Revolution, and who can {top the tor- 


rent when once it burſts? The reform propoſed would de- 


ſtray every Corporation in the country, would be the ruin 
of every eſtabliſhment, would have a tendency to divide the 
country in diftricts and departments, and in ſhort introduce 
all the anarchy of an unqualified, and furious democracy. 
His Lordſhip obſerved that the preſent mode of voting gave 


by ſome means or other an influence at elections to every 


man; but that univerſal ſuffrage would deſtroy itſelf. Par- 
liament, he would again and again contend, did not poſſeſs 
ſo unlimited, ſo extraordinary a power, as to authorize ſuch 
a reform. Lord Grenville concluded by entreating their 


Lordſhips to reflect, that if they once opened the flood-gate 


to innovation, the torrent of anarchy would ſpread ſo forci- 

bly and fo wide, that it would not be in the power of their 
Lordſhips, by oppoſing their feeble hands as a barrier to 
deſtruction, to prevent the Conſtitution from being over- 
whelmed 1a general ruin. From the levity diſplayed by the 
noble Marquis in the early part of his ſpeech, and by his 


even condeſcending to mimicry, he ſaid, he had been led to 


think that the noble Marquis deſigned to cheer the minds of 


their Lordfhips by acting a farce after the deep tragedy 


that had been exhibited by the noble Duke, who ſpoke be- 
fore him (the Duke of Grafton) but the ſerious and alarming 
| Manger | 
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manner in which the noble Marquis immediately afterwards 
treated ſeveral of the moſt delicate and dangerous topics ever 
touched on in debate, ſoon diflipated the miles his ludicrous 

manner had exciteeeem. l . 
The Marquis of Len ſdoron roſe to explain, and ſaid he had 
forgot the queſtion of reform in his firſt ſpeech ; he had 
been a friend to the mealure ſince even before the noble 
Duke (Bedford) was born, and he was happy to leave it in 
ſuch hands as thofe of his Grace and of a reſpectable member 
for one of the Univerſities in the other Houle (Sir W. Dol- 
ben) who had lately been made a convert. He applauded 
Mr. Grey's motives and manner of propoſing his plan; but 
he was of opinion, that any thing elſe than a gradual reform- 
would be dangerous, and he therefore wiſhed retorm tobe made y 
while it could be done gradually, and not to delay its neceſ- 
ſity till it would burſt all bounds. On this point, the Marquis 
again particularly recommended a wiſe book, juſt publiſhed 
on the French Revolution, by M. Neckar, who gave his 
opinion, that if the King of France had conceded in time, 
the Revolution would not have taken place; but the French 
Court, like the Engliſh Cabinet refuſed making popular re- 
J ⁵ yy /// ras Pe. 
TIbe Duke of Leeds roſe to repel the idea that the exiſt- 
ence of the Conſtitution was inſcparably connected with the 
continuance of the preſent Miniſtry in power. The Conſti- 
tution, he hoped and believed, depended on itſelf alone, that 
with regard to its permanency it was almoſt equally indif- 
ferent who held the reins of adminiſtration. His Majeſty's 
Miniſters had certainly been unfortunate, to ſay no more of. 
it, in the conduct and conſequences of the war, but he ſtill 
gave them credit for their intentions. He verily believed 
they meant for the beſt, and that in various inſtances, adverſe 
circumſtances which they could neither foreſee nor controul, 
had intervened and ſoured the public mind. There was 
ſurely a wide diſtinction between misfortune and incapacity, 
and candour required that this diſtinction ſhould cver be held 
in mind. A noble Marquis had ſaid, that the ſtatue of the 
noble Secretary of State was entitled to be placed in the Pan- 
theon of Paris, as a companion to the ſtatue of Buonaparte. 
There certainly was ſome wit as well as ſome juſtneſs in the 
obſervation, but the noble Marquis would, he hoped, allow, 
that room ought to be made for the ſtatues of the oppoſition, 
as repreſentatives of public men, who at leaſt equally con- 
duced to promote the intereſts of France. The Duke took * 
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notice of the diſtinction to be drawn between thoſe who oppoſ- 


ed particular meatures and upon principle, and thaſe who uni- 


formly were in oppoſition to every adininiſtration. He mentioned 
having himſelf been in Oppoſition once, when a member of the 


Houte of Commons, and he learnt as that time, that the motives of 


every man in oppoſition were not always to be Juſtied; neceinty 
ce bedfellows,“ as I rinculo 
ſays of miſery in the Teinpeſt, when he covers himſelf from 


the ſtorm by Inding under Caliban's gaberdine. He then 


formed one in a very F mixed circle, and acquired ſome political 
intelligence which he thould not eaſily forget. That the war 


was provoked, and was therefore juſt and necefi] fary he had al- 


ways-concerved; that it was ill-conducted, he was ſorry to ſay, 
he felt but too much reaſon to aſſert. A cauſe of the misfor- 


tunes of the country, had been prevalent which had never been 
mentioned, and the very naming of it would, he was aware, 


appear {ingular, It was that * ſentiment“ was the ground of 


. proceeding. He knew it was an odd uſe of the term, and per- 
haps the firſt time that ſentiment ever was ſuppoſed to be the 
_ cauſe of ſuch ſerious miſchief. With regard to the idea of 
Parliamentary Reform, he had ever conſidered it as a moſt dan- 
It was a popular theme calily to 
be theoretically expatiated on, but difficult indeed to be practi- 


gerous remedy to reſort to. 


cally put in execution. From the commencement of his poli- 
tical life, while a Member of the Houſe of Commons, he had 
uniformly oppoſed every propoſition. of that tendency, from a 
conviction of its impracticability; and, not having yet abandon- 
ed his opinions, he deprecated every propoſition that tended to a 
change in popular repreſentation. His Lordſhip then ſaid, that 
he gave Miniitcrs ample credit for their intentions, though they 


had been extremely unfortunate in the effect of their meaſures, 


but that he could not agree to give his vote for the Addreſs, and 


wiſhed bis Majeſty's Miniſters would permit him to move the 
| previous queſtion. | 5 
Lord Grenville roſe to explain, and ſaid, he perfectly ed | 
with the noble Duke that the Conſtitution by no means de- 
"pended on this or that ſet of men being in Adminiſtration. He 
never had cutertained ſuch an opinion, much lets aſſerted it in 


argument. He had only declared, that it would be painful in- 
deed to his mind, at a moment ſo arduous and ſo critical as the 
preſent, to be prevented from exerting every faculty he had in 


the ſervice of his gracious Maſter, Thank God! the preſer- 


vation of the Conſt. tution did not reſt upon any ſuch point, as 


the conſideration of who was or who was not in the King's ſer- 


vice; abſtracted equally from thoſe who had now the honour 


do 
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to adviſe his Majeſty, and thoſe who ſtood forward as their im- 
mediate and inveterate opponents, there were, doubtleſs, many 


men in the two Houſes of Parliament of great wiſdom, great 


virtue, and great abilities, fully equal to the taſk, and who 
would diſcharge it with unqueſtionable fidelity and the utmoſt 


integrity. He could only x, that no men placed in the ſitu- 
ation which he and his“ F ecagues had the honour to fill, 


could diſcharge their duty with more zeal; and if a new ſyſ- 


tem of Government was to be introduced which had been re- 


commended by the noble Duke and the noble Marquis, every 
thing dangerous to the Conſtitution and the country was to be 


apprehended. 


Lord Rawden (Earl of Moira) faid, if the noble Secretary of 


State had not given the explanation the Houle had juſt heard, he 
ſhould have drawn the ſame concluſion that the noble Duke had 
done, and have underſtood the noble Secretary of State to have 


identified the exiſtence of the Conſtitution with the exiſtence 


of the prefent Adminiſtration ; for to his conception, at leaſt, 


in the noble Lord's former ſpecch, he did fay ſomething that 
ſounded very like an aſſertion that the Government of the 
country and the preſent Miniſters muſt ſtand or fall together: 


an aſſertion as arrogant and preſumptuous as it was unwarrant- 


able and unfounded. Nor could he admit that the King's ſer- 


vants had a right to take credit for that proſperity antecedent to 


the war, which indiſputably aroſe from the energy and enter- 
prize of our merchants, which in favourable times would even 

give vigour to our commerce, and which could only fail when 
cramped by the perverſe conduct of Miniſters. The noble Se- 

cretary of State complained of the motion as inflicting a heavy 
cenſure and penalty on Miniſters; it was meant in that view, 


ſince Miniſters had incurred a heavy penalty by the ſubverſion 


of our credit, the difappointment of our hopes, and the failure 


of every object, with the attainment of which they had flattered 


themſelves and the country. The noble Secretary of State oppoſed 
the motion on the ground that, if it were acceded to, the Conſtitu- 


tion would probably be overturned. He would eyer object to that 


mode of argument ; it went to identify Miniſters with the Con- 
ſtitution, to ſink the confidence of the country in its own re- 
ſources, and in the frame and form of its Government; an argu- 
ment both fallacious and pernicious, becauſe, if it prevailed, all 
our preſent evils and diſaſters would be attributed not to Miniſters 


but to Government. With regard to the war, he declared he had 
from its origin difapproved of it; but finding that his country 
had engaged in it, he thought it his duty to offer his ſervices, 


and every aſſiſtance in his power. He had done ſo, but he 
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could not but think the war had been grofily miſconducted. 
If inſtead of emploving thoſe two gallant officers, Sir Charles 
Gizry and Sir John Jervis, with ſo many troops in the Weſt- 
Indies, they had been ſent to affift the Royaliſts in La Vendee, 
the fate of the war might have been very different, and the 
country have long ſince been in poſſeſſion of the bleſſings of 
peace. With reſpe& to Ireland, of which he would ſpeak 
with caution, the number of thoſe in that kingdom who wiſh- 
ed for a ſeparation from Great-Britain were few indeed, but 
very different meaſures from thoſe of coercion were neceſſary 
to conciliate the diſcontented of other deſcriptions. I hat the 
Catholics were well inclined was evident, from the diſplay of 
their loyalty when the French fleet viſited Bantry Bay. And 
what was the return ? After openly acknowledging their zea}, 
their attachment, and their public ſpirit, the Miniſter for Ire- 
land almoſt immediately came to the Houſe of Commons and 
roundly told them, that they were to expect no favour, for 
none would be granted them. His Lordſhip expatiated on the 
ill policy of ſuch conduct, and aſked, if it was in human na- 
ture to fit down quietly under ſuch treatment? In order to 
conciliate the different parties in Ireland, half meaſures would 
be of no avail ; there was but one method to be taken : to grant 
the Roman Catholics the extent of their demands, which they 
had been led to expect, with an openneſs and ſimplicity calcu- 
| lated to ſatisfy their minds, and prevent the poſſibility of ſuſ- 
picion of deluſion, and to quiet the diſcontents of the Proteſt- 
ants with a moderate Parliamencary Reform. The noble Ba- 
ron (Lord Auckland) ſeemed, by the eaſy way in which he 
treated of the poſture of affairs in Ireland, to fee nothing but a 
roſe and pink coloured proſpect, like the Elyſian Fields, as 
repreſented at the Opera Houſe; but he aſſured their Lordſhips 
that the ſcene now in progreſs in Ireland was of a much more 
ſerious nature, and if not counteracted by timely and manly 
conceſſion on the part of Government, might be, in a manner, 
fatal to the Britiſh Empire. | 8 
Earl Spencer objected to the motion on the ſame ground with 
Lord Grenville, becauſe it was connected in its object with a 
change of meaſures which, he firmly believed, would prove 
ruinous to the country. With regard to the conduct of the 
war, if the noble Lord's idea of dedicating our chief efforts to 
La Vendee was to have been followed, no ſupport or protec- 
tion could have been afforded to the Weſt-Indies. If it were 
true that our ſituation was dangerous, and that awful changes 
were at hand, as a noble Earl {Lord Guildford) had predicted, 
it behoyed every one to come to a rallying point, and ſtand 
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by the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution of the country. The tenden- 
ey of the noble Duke's motion, ſo far from obviating exiſting 
difficulties, would, in his oninion, haſten the ruin of the coun- 


try. He lamented that the affair of the ſeamen had been mention- 
ed again. Whatever the noble Duke (Bedford) might imagine, 
he could aſſure him, that his indiſcreet menuon of the ſubject 
in that Houſe on a former day, and the miſrepreſentation of it, 
had done infinite miſchief. It was a matter that, in his mind, 


oucht to reſt with the Executive Government, who were, as 
they ought to be, reſponſible for their conduct. In fact, it 
was one of thoſe queſtions which ought not to come before 
Parliament, though undoubtedly occaſions might ariſe when 


his Majeſty's Miniſters might be obliged to come to Parlia- 
ment to juſtify ſtrong meaſures, upon which exigency he truſt- 


ed that all party feelings would be laid aſide, and that they 


would only look to the maintenance of the deareſt intereſts of 
the count. VV e 


Lord Darnley believed the noble Secretary of State was miſ⸗ 


taken in his idea that his Majeſty's Miniſters poſſeſſed the con- 
fidence of the people in the ſame degree that they did formerly. 
He was afraid that was not the caſe ; but at the ſame time he 
could not flatter Oppoſition ſo much as to ſay, that they had 
obtained the confidence of the people. The fact, he really 
thought, was, that the public had more confidence in Miniſters 
than in the preſeat Oppoſition, whoſe uniform and invariable 
_ objection to every one meafure of Government, proving that 


they acted more on party motives than principle, diſguſted the 


country; and of twoevils they choſe the leaſt, and were willing 


to give Miniſters the preference. With regard to Ireland, he 
was afraid that the fituation of affairs there had changed for the 
worſe, ſince he laſt addreſſed their Lordihips on the ſubject ; 


a circumſtance which he thought might not unfairly be im- 


puted to the unguarded and inflammatory ſpeeches delivered in 
that Houſe. His Lordſhip ſaid, though Miniſters had been 


extremely untortunate, he could not therefore conſider them as 


criminal, and on that ground ſhould vote againſt the Addreſs. 


The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he had told their Lordihips that 
he did not mean to claim the privilege of replying, unleſs he 


found it neceſſary, in conſequence of miſrepreſentation or miſ- 
tatement, He had both to complain of. The noble Lord who 


had undertaken to anſwer what he had faid reſpecting the three 


millions which would be to be raifed on winding up of the 


war (Lord Auckland), had not ſpoken with the fame ac- 
curacy which he uſually diſplayed when treating on ſubjects 


of finance. He had ſuppoſed him to have taken the intereſt 
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222 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lon ps, 
of the principal at wine per cent. and afterwards correct- 
ing himſelf at eight and a half per cent, whereas, in fact, 
he had taken it at neither one nor the other, but at a little 
more than eight per cent. The noble Lord alto had miſ- 
tated him, he did not ſuppoſe wiliully, in other financial 
points. With regard to what had fallen rom the Secretary 
of State, he had choſen not merely to mike it a perſonal queſ- 
tion, but had with great modelty declared that the ſalvation, 
of the COUNTY depended on the preſent Miniſters continuance 
in place! he ſhould leave this declaration to its own merits ; 
but when the noble Lord preſumed to fay that they were de- 
ſirous to take the places of Miniſters, and that the perſons 
with whom he acted thought themſelves alone qualified to 
fill the offices of Gorernment, the Secretary of State took 
upon him to make an inſinuvation not warranted by any thing 
that he had ſaid. He had not harboured a notion ſo vain 
or fo unconſtitutional. He left ſentiments ſo overweening 
to other perſons. He was well aware that there were num- 
berleſs men of diſtinguiſhed ability, virtue, and integrity 
in the country capable of diſcharging the duties of Miniſters 
with advantage to the intereſts of the people, and with great 
credit to themſelves. As to himſelf, nothing that he had 
ever ſaid juſtified the noble Secretary in the idea that he 
withed to fill the place of his Majeſty's preſent Miniſters, or 
indeed any place whatever. It was the pride of his life to 
have acted with his friends, whom he certainly thought men 
of very great and tried talents and integrity. But that was 
no inſinuation that they were the only fit perſons to be called 
forth by his Majeſty and the people in an hour ſo trying. 
Of one thing only would he ſpeak with confidence, and that 
was, that from the bottom of his heart he believed that the 
country could not be ſaved it the preſent men continued but 
a very ſhort time longer in pl. ce. He replicd to the argu- 
ments of the noble Secretary againſt Parliamentary Reform. 
He ſaid, the plan introduced by his honourable Friend (Mr.“ 
Grey) had his perfect approbation. The noble Secretary 
had lad, that there were fundamental rights of the people 
which the Parliament could not take away. They could 
not reform the abuſes of the repreſentation. What, not 
after paſſing the two acts, of Which he would continue to 
| ſpeak as he had done before, acts which repealed, in fact, 
the Bill of Rights, and ſtruck at ſome of the moſt undoubted | 
and valuable prly ileges of the people? 
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The Lord (hancellor left the woolſack, and ſaid, he cer- 
tainly did not mean, at that late hour of the night, to treſpaſs 


upon iheir Lordthips time by any long ſpeach, but merely to 


offer a remark or two in a few words, which he thought 
well worthy their Lordſhips attention; and the firſt was, 
that the arguments of the noble Duke and his motion di- 


rect iy contradicted each other. A flight compariſon of the 
motion with the noble Duke's reaſoning, would convince 


their Lordſhips of the truth of this aflertion. The motion, 


couched in language coarſe and ordinary enough, ſets off 
with declaring, „that his dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 


Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament aſſembled, had, 


during this calamitous war, uniformly given every aid and 
aſſiſtance that could contribute to that ſupport which his Ma- 


jeſty has experienced from a brave and a loyal people.” It 


then proceeds to enumerate the grievances which it aſſerts 
the people labour under, deſcribing them by name, and in 


the next paragraph declares, © that they cannot attribute 


this uniform ſucceſſion of misfortune to accident, or even to the 


miſerable incapacity of his Majeſty's ſervants, but that they 


mult regard it as the effect of a em of Government, deſtruc- 
tive of the exertion and hoſtile to the Conſtitution of the coun- 
try.” Their Lordſhips had heard the noble Duke's arguments 


which applied perſonally to Miniſters, and tended to eſtabliſh 


a proof of the charge of that “ miſerable incapacity” in Mi- 
niſters, which the motion more than once imputed, but at 


the ſame time aſſerted, that it was not to that “ miſerable 
incapacity, but to the effect of a ſyſtem of Government, 
deſtructive of the exertions, and hoſtile to the Conſtitution 
of the country, that all the misfortunes of the war were to 


be attributed. What, however, was this ſyſtem of Govern- 


ment ſo much complained of? Wat it to be imputed as mat- 
ter of crimination in Miniſters that the Parliament of Ire- 
land was permitted to judge for itſelf what was fit to be 


done for that country? That they did not attempt to in- 


terfere with the independence of the Iriſh Legiſlature, and 
to violate a ſolemn compact made with the people of that 
country? From other parts of the motion it was evident that 


a change in the ſyſtem, under the pretext of forwarding a 


Parliamentary Reform, was the great object; that it led to 


a ſyſtem wilder than even that of univerfal ſuffrage, which 


went to disfranchiſe all corporations, to empower the Houſe 


of Commons to uncreate their creators, and to disfranchiſe 
%%% js ok thoſe 
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_ thoſe who ſent the Members to Parlinment. If this ſort of 
reform would at one ſweep annihilate all lay corporations, 
_ eccleſiaſtical corporations would be gone of courſe. The 
term freeholder had hitherto been tre pride of the beſt part of 
the nation, but by the plan propoſed, 0 Was to give way 


to the more favourite term of pot-boil e ; they Were ex- 


pected to cut up by the roots whatever c ntered itito the na- 
ture of franchiſe property, privilege, and :0 introduce in its 
flead the principle of an Agrarian law. But it was faid, 
* we do not take away any man's right of voting, bus ouly 
extend it to others who arc now without.” He aſked how 


the noble Duke would like the application of this doQtine 


to his own eſtates? If they were taken? away # from him, and 


an equal right given to every pot-5-1er in his village in 


common with himſelf? Would it ſatisfy the noble Duke to 
have it ſaid, it is true we took away your eſtate, but we 
give it back again. We give you as much land to poſſeſs as 


any man can reaſonably deſire to pcilels, and as to the eſtate, . 
we only let in the pot-boilers and cottagers in the vicinage 
to ſhare it with you. Or to illuſtrate it with reſpect to the 


livery of London, would it be ſatistactory to them to be 
told that they ſtill would enjoy their rights and franchiſes 
as liverymen, and the only difference was, that every pot- 
boiler in London would enjoy the fame with them. He 


would remind the noble Duke, and others, what happened 


in France in the years 1789 and 1790; there, thoſe who 
were foremoſt in revolutionizing the country, fell amongſt 
the firſt victims of the maxims and prejudices which they 
had laboured to infuſe. He entreated noble Lords, there- 
fore, to pauſe; and, viewing the avowed tendency of the 
motion, to introduce not merely a change of men but of 
ſyſtem, and eventually of Conſtitution, he doubted not they 
would agree with him in giving it their decided negative. 
The Duke of Bedford, after an obſervation on the uncandid 


| proceedine, of ſpeaking after his reply, refuted the interpreta- 


tions put by the learned Lord on the plan of Reform, and on 
the fallacy of comparing the elective franchiſe, a right poſſeſſed 
by individuals for the good of the whole, to private property. 


Did-the noble Lord conſider votes as private property, becauſe 


they were bought and ſold? It was a right which ſc far from 
being injured by being extended, would be improved, ſince ex- 
tention would make it effectual; but whatever objections there 


might be to the Bill, they were no arguments againſt its intro- 
duction, 
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duction, ſince it was meant to print it, and leave it open for 
diſcuſſion till next year. 5 3 | 
The Houſe divided on the previous queſtion. 
Contents, (for the Addreſs) 12 Not Contents, 65 
Proxies, 2 Prorles, 26 
es | | 14 1 5 9 
The noble Duke then entered a Proteſt. 


— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

oy -Tuzspay, MAx 30. 

Mr. Tierney preſented a Petition from the Houſe-holders of | 
Boiton, praying for a Reform in the Repreſentation of the 
People, and thar the plan of arming the Bouſeholders ſhould 
be adopted for the defence of the country. 120 

The Petition was read and ordered to lie upon the table. 

Nr. Parker Cate moved that the Honſe ſtiouid reſolve itfelf 
into a Committee on the Corporation Juriſdiction Bill on 
Thurſday next. 5 | . 

Major Ellford moved, as an amendment, that the Bill ſhould 
be committed on this day three months. 
The Houle divided on the original queſtion. 


Nets: —— AI 
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NEW BANK OF ENGLAND. 

Sir Milliam Pulteney premiſed, that were he capable of em- 
ploying any ornament on the ſubject he had to treat, it was of 
ſuch a nature as would ſcarely admit of it. It was however a 
matter of molt extreme importance, and if the Houſe ſaw an 
thing worthy of attention in what he had to propoſe, they 
would give it their aflent, if not, he would content himſelf with 
having diſcharged his duty, He then pfecceded to late the hiſ- 
tory of the late failure of the Bank. On the 27th of February 
an Order of Council was iflued, prohibiting the payment of 
fpecie at the Bank, with which the Directors thought proper 
to comply. A Committee of the Houſe was then formed to 
enquire into the cauſes of the Order of Council, and make two 
Reports, into the particulars of which he did not mean to enter. 
The conſequence of this was, that an Act of Parliament was | 
paſſed to confirm and continue the effect of that Order of 
Council, and give the Bank time to make ſuch arrangements 
as may enable them to renew the courſe of payment. The pe- | 
riod when the ſuſpenſion of payment ſhall ceaſe, was fixed for ; 
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the 24th of June, but Parliament had reſerved, in a clauſe of 


notes. Aſſoclations were at the fame time formed for giving 


on account of the great diſcount upon Government ſecurities, 


Commerce and Manufactures revive, and, in order to ſupport 


Z neceſſary precautions in time, and the remedy he had to pro- 
pole was the eſtabliſhment of another Bank. The monopoly 


preſent go fo far as to fay, that their ſloppage in the firſt in- 


could be no ground for continuing, their monopoly any longer: 
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the AQ, the power of honeving or extending that payment. PW 
The Bank of England was by thele means completely exoner- 8 
ated of all blame, for having ſuſpended the payment of their ; 


Citculation to their notes, and the effect was, that the credit | {I 
of them ſtill continued as before. After obtaining the authority 5 . 
of Parliament, the Bank enlarged to a very great extent the By 
diſcounts which they before contracted, but were in ſome time = 
ſenſible of the neceſlitu of limiting them again. Since that =: 


period, however, the Miniſter had contracted a loan on very 
bad terms, felling conſols at 48, and giving alfo a conſiderable 
premium to the ſabſcribers: but his having been able to con- 
clude a loan at all under ſuch circumſtances, was no inconſi- 
derable proof of the general wealth of the country. Much in- 
convenience, however, and much loſs was felt by individuals 


and the delays that took place in moſt of the public payments. 


The meaſures that had already been taken were, after all, of TE "oh 
no more than a temporary nature, which may have a good 3 
effect for ſome time; but if ſome more deciſive and effectual 3 
remedy was not applied, the diſorders muſt inevitably end in 4 
convulſion and difaſter. It was in vain to ſuppoſe that public * 


credit and confidence would revive with the arrival of Peace, 
as a conſiderable interval muſt elapſe before ſuch an effect 
could be produced. In the laſt year of the American war, 
Lord North concluded a Joan upon very difadvantageous terms; 
but aſter the Peace in 1782, Lord John Cavendiſh was com- 
pelled to make one upon terms ſtill more diſadvantageous. The 
fame mult always be the cate; for on the return of Peace, 


them, produce a vaſt demand for ready money, which the war 
has already rendered {carce. It was therefore wile to take the 


of the Bank of England was an obſtacle in the way of his pro- 
poſal, as its carter did na expire till 1812, and the Company 
took care always to get their Charter renewed a conſiderable 
time before the period for its expiration. He would not at 


ſtance was a violation of that Charter, though conſiderable 
doubts were entertained upon that ſubject. But if they ſhould 
not be enabled to open for payment on the 24th of June, there 
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If they ſhould at that time open for the payment of money, 
then his plan could do no harm; it would fall to the ground, 
and no ſecond Bank be eſtabliſhed. He confeſſed, however, 


that he wiſhed another Bank to be inſtituted at all events, as it 
would aid the operations of the old Bank, and enable perſons to 


diſcharge their debts to it. The Directors of the Bank of Eng- 
land had always been men of conſiderable fortunes, and he 
wonld alſo propoſe a certain ſum neceſſary as a qualification for 
a Director of the new Bank, and allo a limitation at a fixed 


point of the number of votes which the quantity of money 


ſhould confer. But above all, he would provide that it ſhould 
be totally exempted from any interference on the part of Go- 
vernment. That was a connexion to which it muſt be a 


ſtranger. Speaking of the monopoly of the Bank of England, 


he aſſerted that it was on the whole a bad thing, injurious to 
the Stockholders and dangerous to the Public and to Govern- 
ment. The Eaſt India Company could not have retained their 


charter, if their affairs had not been pretty well adminiſtered ; 
but it was at the ſame time obſervable, that the part of their 
trade, which was not under the monopoly, was much more 
- proſperous than that part of it which was in ſuch a ſituation. 


Scotland had two Banks, and the affairs of the old one were 


much more proſperous ſince the eſtabliſhment of the new, 


though all the arguments were previouſly oppoſed to it which 
could be urged againſt a new Bank of England on the preſent 


occaſion. If then two Banks were found to have a beneficial 
effect in Scotland, he ſaw no reaſon to diſtruſt, that advantages 
ſtill more important would reſult from a ſimilar competition 

here. There could be no fear of a ſufficient capital being 


raiſed. The real wealth of the country was yet as great as ever 
it was, which was exemplified in the two loans of eig 
millions each, made in the preſent Seſſions of Parliament; and 


as a further proof of the immenſe opulence of the nation, it 


need only be remarked, that ſeven millions ſterling were ex- 


pended ſinte the peace in the conſtruction of canals. It may 
be faid, that this propoſal was improper in a time of war and 


diſtreſs, as the capital of the new Bank muſt be in caſh with- 


drawn from circulation; but a little reflection will ſhew that 


this idea was not well founded. The caſh of the capital, it was 


true, mult be in ſome meaſure withdrawn from circulation, but 
this would be but a temporary ſubduction, only for the ſhort 


ſpace between the collection of its caſh and the iſſue of their 
notes. He admitted that there was a very great difference be- 


tween caſhb and wealth, but it did not follow that there was now 


eſs caſh than wealth remaining in the country. It was never 


Vol. III. 1797. bo 6 proved 


ohteen 
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proved that any great quantity of bard caſh had in the preſent. 
war been ſent out of the country; that he did not by any 
means believe. On the contrary, he was of opinion that there 
was full as great an abundance of it as ever ; but as the coun- 
try Bank notes which had been a great circulating medium 
before, were now for a great part withdrawn, caſh was 
| ſubſtituted in their place, and diſperſed all over the king- 
dom. The Subſcribers to the new Bank would at firſt be 
' contented with ſmall profits, with a view to the permanency _ 
and future proſperity of the inſtitution; but no perſon 
would ſubſcribe except with a view to fome advantage, and 
to ſhew how this would ariſe, he ſtated the profits upon 
diſcounts and the coining and importing of gold and filver. 
Inſtead of doing any miſchief, or impeding the operations 
of the old Bank, he maintained that it was in the nature of 
competition, that one ſhould a& as a check upon the other, 
and be the ſureſt means of preventing miſmanagement ; and 
each would be upon the watch to take advantage of any cir- 
cumſtances which might give it a n upon its rival. Would 
the new Bank encourage ſpeculations? There were two 
views in which ſpeculators were to be conſidered. Indepen- 
dent of chimerical ſchemes, there were others which ought. 
to be encouraged, though it was uſual to ſay, the bubble 
| burſt, when they happened to fail from unavoidable circum- 
| ſtances. Thoſe failures were in general to be attributed to 
the withdrawing of the uſual aids by which they were ſup- 
ported. Thus it was with country Banks, which were not 
aerial ſchemes, but eſtabliſhed upon ſolid property, but ſtill 
failed in conſequence of loſing that aid by which they were 
ſupported. Thus was it alſo frequently with buildings, 
and many other ſchemes which would be ſucceſsful and pro- 
fitable, if the projector could complete them; but frequently 
by che loſs of ſome ſupport or aſſiſtance on which he relied, 
the individual was left to the mercy of his creditors, and all 
his hopes and projects utterly deſtroyed. The new Bank 
would be enabled to ſupply a part of its capital in the ſupport 
of ſuch undertakings, which were certainly uſeful, as in all 
well regulated ſtates, the number of reaſonable induſtrious 
men greatly exceeded thoſe, who in the bad meaning of the 
word. were 8 or ſpendthrifts. Would the encreaſe 
of paper raiſe the price of proviſions?— This opinion, 
though ſomewhat prevalent, he held :© be exceedingly er- 
roneous. The price of any articl- muſt depend on the pro- 
Pres oi the quantity to the dem. nd. But when the de- 


| mand 
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the preſent ſtate of things. 
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mand exceeds the quantity, the riſe is greater on proviſions 
than any other article, on account of the neceſſity every man 
feels of an immediate ſupply. On other articles the purchaſe 
may be poſtponed; but proviſton could not be delayed. The 


increaſe of paper muſt be proportioned to the increaſe of 


coin, and the latter muſt be gradual and ſlow in every coun- 
try, but muſt have a neceſſary effect upon the price of pro- 
viſions. In this country the price of proviſions was now 


four times greater than it was when America was diſcovered; 


but in the ſame period the quantity of gold and ſilver was 
encreaſed fourtold alſo, ſo that ſtrietly ſpeaking, it was not 


true that proviſions were dearer; but gold and ſilver were ſo 
The only real difference thus 


much diminiſhed in value. 
created was, that people had more trouble in counting the 


numbers collected within a ſmall compals, the price of beef 


and mutton was high; at the ſame time that cattle were 
killed in other places almoſt merely for the ſake of their 


hides. But theſe inequalities muſt always be attendant on 
difference of ſituations and circumſtances; and the fact was, 
that in general the inconveniences in one way were balanced 


by advantages in ſome other. He then quoted the authority 
oft Dr. Adam Smith, the celebrated author of the“ Wealth 


27 


of Nations ;” to thew. that the quantity of paper did not in- 


creaie the price of proviſions; and added, that they were 
never ſo low in Scotland as when moſt paper was circulated. 
They began and continued to riſe at the ſame time in Eng- 
land and i; France; and yet in the latter country at that 


period there was no paper currency whatever. It was im- 


poſſible to make any ſtandard for the price of proviſions here 


where the climate was ſo variable. For many years we 


never have had two good ſeaſons ſucceſlively, though it fre- 


quently happened that we had two or more bad ones ſuc- 
ceeding each other. SHE 5 | | 
He then contended, that the effect of an increaſe of coin 


and notes was to counteract monopoly. At preſent we had 
no guard 2gainſt the miſconduct which might ariſe even from 


the prejudices of the Bank. The monopoly of the Bank, or 


any other company, was no better than a premium for indo- 
lence and negle& ; competition would animate the ſpirit of 
_ enterpriſe and induſtry. 
adminiſter properly the pecuniary concerns of this nation, in 
Formerly trade was carried on 


One company was not ſufficient to 


1 by 


In large manufacturing places, where great 
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by barter, or ſome devices to repreſent value ; but experi- 
ence ſoon taught them to uſe metal, which did not periſh by 
keeping, as a circulating medium, and the diffuſion of it 


had been of wonderful aid to induſtry ſince the diſcovery of 


America. The Bank of England was the firſt, that by the 
iſſue of its notes, encreaſed the circulating nm, and 
other Banks in foreign countries had ſince imitated their ex- 
ample, without, at the ſame time, enjoying a monopoly. By 
withdrawing its diſcounts, the Bank had a power which 
could not be poſſeſſed before the iſſue of notes, to do the ut- 
moſt miſchief to the country by withdrawing the circulating 
medium. Though their conduct towards the public was on 
many occaſions, at leaſt queſtionable and ambiguous, with - 


out accuſing them of being diſpoſed to do any ſuch miſchier, 


it was ſufficient for his purpoſe to ſhew that they had the 
means of doing it. Circumſtances might ariſe, in which 
their particular views might poſſibly incline them to ſuch a 


| meaſure; and the only power to controul them on ſuch an 
_ occaſion was another Bank, capable of general accommoda- 


tion. Something of this kind had actually happened in 1793, 
when the Bank diminiſhed its diſcounts, and obliged the 
Government to employ Exchequer Bills as a circulator, | 
which however were attended with conſiderable loſs to the 


holders. The evils which it was in the power of the Bank 
to inflict in time of war, were beyond calculation by means 
of its monopoly ; ; for by withdrawing the circulating medi- 


um, the injury to the public would be as great as the encour- 


agement and aſſiſtance it would afford to the enemy. The 


effect of this power was felt in a thouſand inſtances ; and 
particularly in Government ſecurities, for it was as unerring 
as the influence of the atmoſphere upon the thermometer, 
that when the Bank diminiſhed its diſcounts, the value of 


Government ſecurities fell in the ſame proportion. The 


conduct of the Bank in many cafes was directly oppoſite to 


What it ought to be. When caſh was withdrawn, nothing 
Was more evident than that its repreſentative thould be en- 


creaſcd ; yet the Bank withdrew a three-fold proportion of 


its notes for every diminution made upon its caſh. Its ne- 
glect of the means of keeping up the circulation was the 


ſtrongeſt argument for inſtituting a rival. For the laſt three 


years, in which there was the greateſt demand for money, the 
_ coinage was diminiſhed in its uſual proportion, to the defici- 
_ of ago, ol. F rom che carreſpontence between the 


Bank 
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Bank Directors and the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the 
year 1795, it would appear, that they were then ſenſible of 
the drain for caſh upon them; and by the report of the 
Secret Committee it would be ſeen, that within four days of 
their applying for the interference of Government to ſuſpend 
payment of caſh, when Mr. Pitt recommended the importa- 
tion of foreign bullion, the Directors ſaid they were con- 
ſidering of it, and would do what they could that is, in nine- 
teen months after feeling the firſt effects of the run upon 
them, they were conſidering only of the means by which it 
could be counteracted. The price which foreign bullion 
might have borne at the time, was no apology for them ; for 
| polleiling a monopoly they had a right to provide even at 2 
loſs. Their purchaſing it from Portugal was a proof that 
they did not underſtand their buſineſs, and were incompetent 
to the management of their own affairs. They complained | 
to Mr. Pitt of the high price of gold in Portugal, but that 
was not the place where they ought to apply for it. By an 
intelligent gentleman juſt arrived from Liſbon he was in- 
formed, that the cheapeſt price at which gold could be pur- 
chaſed in Portugal, was 41. 8s. 6d. per ounce. It was there a 
contraband article, and the price was enhanced by the riſk, 
and the neceſſary convoy in coming round the enemy's coaſt. 
Gold, however, without any of theſe riſks, was to be bought. 
at Hamburgh, where it rolled from one merchant to another 
like a ſtorm, for 31. 1s. &d. per ounce. Yet the country 
was left to ſuffer, becauſe the Company of the Bank of Eng- 
land was at that time fo very ignorant of its own affairs. 
ne Bank of England was not juſtified on any price that 
gold may ſell for. Country Banks paid in general zool. a 
year for the bare carriage of gold to ſupply their enſtomers, 
and he knew one that paid fo much as 1,6ool. What ex- 
cuſe then could be admitted for the Bank of England which 
contraQed the quantity of its caſh at the very time when it 
was molt wanted? An hon. Gentleman on a former debate 
had ſaid that no more was wanting than the reſtoration of 
confidence, and in that ſentiment he perfectly concurred. 
But how was that confidence to be reſtored ? By regularity in 
payment, and an increaſe of a circulating medium in which 
the public could confide. But inſtead of regularity in pay- 
ment, there was now no payment whatever to be had at the 
Bank. The re-payment of the advances to Government had 
given them no aſſiſtance whatever to recommence payment 
| in ſpecie ; and if they did not ſo recommence on the 24th of 
June 


wanted ; for it was the opinion of foreigners at leaſt, that 
the Bank of England had been much too laviſh in the expen- 


open for payment in ſpecie on the 24th of June, or a reaſon- 
able time afterwards. But in the mean time he would ſubmit 


i thought prudent or proper. He then moved for leave to bring 
in a bill for the eftabliſhment of another Bank, ſhould the 


of June next. 
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June, they would forfeit their monopoly, though they might 


ſtill conduct their buſineſs as a trading company. Would 


the new Bank affe the intereſt of the ſtockholders in the 


old? He maintained that it would not. The profits of the 
ſtocks aroſe principally trom the diſcounts at five per cent. 
for though they traded alſo in gold and bullion, that appeared 


to be a buſinels very little attended to. There were three 
ſpecies of revenue in a country; firſt, the rents of lands; 


ſecondly, the wages of labour; and thirdly, the produce of 


the ſtocks. The two former always partook of the diſtreſſes 
of the public; but the laſt, as Dr. Adam Smith very truly 


obſerved, was the moſt benefited when the Government was 
nearly rvined. It muſt alſo be conſidered that the intereſt 
of the Bank Directors was frequently in oppoſition to that of 
the proprietors. The Directors were always perſons of great 
opulence, and who ha a great command of money. In 


| diſcovats they could make no more than 5 per cent. of which 


the ſtockholder had his ſhare ; but in the diſtreſſes of Go- 


ver ment the Director, by ſubſcribing to loans, &c. had 
an opportunity of employing his money to more advan- 
tage. It was no wonder that the diſcounts were ſo frequently 
_ contracted, That the tranſactions of the new Bank would 
| Interfere with thoſe of the old, was not to be contradicted ; 
but from this it was not to be inferred, that it «ud diminiſh 


its buſineſs ; on the contrary, he maintained that it would 
augment it. It alſo would add to the advantages of the fiock- 
holder, by introducing a ſyſtem of economy very much 


diture on the buildings. The ſtock alſo of the old Bank, 
reduced as it is, from 180l. to 1091. would ſoon riſe rapidly, 
and every kind of uſeful ſpeculation would be aſſiſted and 
ſupported. He then returned again to contend for his motion, 
on the authority of Dr. Smith, who it was well ſaid, would 
perſuade the preſent generation, and govern the next. He did 
not mean to puſh his preſent plan, ſhould the Bank of England 


his plan to the Houſe, which they might adopt or reject, as they | 


Bank of England not open for payment in ſpecie on the 24th 


Sir Francis Saris declined following the honourable Baro- 
OE net 


. 


— . toner gn ̃⁵⁰— . ˙ V 
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net through his very able general reaſoning ; but he doubted 
whether the plan he propoſed would either facilitate the gene- 
ral accommodation of the public, or of individuals by the Bank ; 
er increaſe the circulation of ſpecie or of good paper, or reſtore 
the Bank to its former functions. Theſe were the objects to 
be attended to. A new Bank would, in his opinion, impede, in- 
ſtead of accelerating theſe objects. He hoped the Bank would 
be able to reſume its functions on the 24th of June, or ſoon 
after ; but he thought that ſuch a meaſure as this, ſhould the 

| Houle adopt it, would make that more difficult than it ſeemed 1 

to be at preſent. He conſidered the principle on which the Bank | 

of England was eſtabliſhed to be that of a body corporate to | 
aſſiſt the public in the way of Loan when that was neceſſary ; k 
to aſſiſt individuals with accommodation, under certain re- 
ſtraints of prudence, in the way of diſcount ; and to aid the 
general circulation by the iſſue of its notes for caſh. This 
aid to general circulation was infinitely greater in point of 
advantage to the public; for in this they were a general ſecu- 
rity for the repoſitory of caſh, as well as an engine for its ge- 
neral circulation. After this came the other two objects, 
the accommodation to the public by loan, and to individuals 
by diſcount. After the two firſt were provided for, the Bank 
ſtood on a ſolid rock; and individuals ought to be accommo=- 
dated with diſcount to a reaſonable extent; but it did not ap- 
; pear to him that either of theſe objects would be forwarded by 

the preſent motion. j 86 

Mr. F. Thornton ſaid, he had rather hear the opinions of 

others than deliver his own, upon a ſubject in which his own 

_ perſonal character was concerned. But as alluſion had been 
made to others with whom he acted, he ſhould make a few 
obſervations, He then took ſome notice of the ſhare which 
the Liverpool, the Hull, the Briſtol, and other Banks had in 
creating the drain upon the Bank of England, ſometime pre- 
vious to the Order in Council. They were much larger than 
ever had been known before. He took notice alſo of the ob- 
ſervations of the honourable mover upon coin and bullion. 
Upon this he obſerved, that it was not lo very eaſy a matter to 
import bullion to advantage into this country, as ſome Gentle- 
men ſeemed to imagine. The coinage of this country took 
bullion at a fixed price; conſequently when bullion was very 
high the coinage itſelf was melted down. Bullion was, at 
the time which the honourable Baronet alluded to, in Ham- 
burgh at the price of 41 4s. an ounce, and the coinage here 
at about 3l. 178. 6d. Bullion then might have been imported, 
| but 
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but it wonld only have ſtaid until it could have been reſhipped 


and exported, and with it much cath, for the purpoſe of being 
ſold to us again. He then entered into a ſhort vindication 

of the Directors with whom he acted, and averred that they 
had purſued meaſures for the public good, and not for their 
private emolument. He added that the purchaſe of bullion 
was matter of very great nicety, and not to be carried on with- 
out a great deal of judgment and care. He declined entering. 


into general arguments upon this ſubject ; but he could not 


help obſerving, that this country was for its finances and com- 
metcial character the envy of the reſt of the globe, and until 
a very late period he had not heard of any reflections being 
* caſt upon it. We had ſeen Holland, Hamburgh, and other 
commercial countries, riſe in proſperity under the management 
of but one Bank, ſo had this country. The Bank of Scotland 
was of a difterent nature from ours, and, therefore, there could 
de no reaſoning by way ofanalogy e i us. | 
The 9: -licitor Genera! thought that this motion, if carried, 
would tend to prevent the Bank from reſuming : its operations : 
inſtead of aiding them in that deſired object. 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had always defired to ſee ooblie credit 
re-eſtabliſhed in the perſon of the Bank, and therefore he had 


_ hitherto oppoſed the ideas of the worthy Baronet .upon that 
| ſubject. But he did not find by the arguments he had heard 
that any idea was entertained that the Bank was to reſume its 
payments in caſh, He differed from the worthy Baronet as 
to the firſt duty of the Bank. That honourable member looked 
upon the Bank as having been inſtituted for the purpoſe chiefly. 
of accommodating Government. From this he differed. He 


wanted a public Bank that would proceetl on the narrow ground 


of looking to itſelf and to itſelf only, and he was perſuaded 


that Until that was the caſe there would be no ſuch thing in 


this country as a paper circulation founded upon real credit. 
If the Bank did not open on the 24th of June, he ſaw no rea- 
| fon, from any thing that had been ſaid that night, for appre- 


hending that they would open at all. It was a farce to call 


that a Bank, which was never to give for paper any thing but 


paper. It was admitted that the Bank had with great facility 


aſſiſted Government from time to time. Now if the Bank 
was to be conſidered as bound to continue that aſſiſtance, the 
diſtreſſes of the Government muſt continue to be the dittreſſes 


of the Bank. But he maintained that this was a practice which 
was againſt the general principle on which the Bank ought to 
. ande on which alone it ought to be ſupported. The Bank 


ſhould 
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ſhould ſay this:“ We know nothing of the diſtreſſes of Go- 
vernment, we look to the notes which we have iſſued, and we 

are determined to pay them when they become due.” When 

we had an iſſue of paper, it was ridiculous to think of confi- 
| dence in that paper upon any printiple but that of its being 
paid when it became due. If the Bank was allowed to exer- 
ciſe any diſcretion upon the neceſſities of Government in pre- 


ference to paying the demands upon it, ſuch a Bank could 


never have the confidence of the public, and fatal inconve- 
nience would ſoon ariſe ; whereas by ſeparating the Bank from 
the exigencies of Government, this truth would ſoon appear, 
that it is owing to the war that all theſe difficulties have ariſen. 
Whereas, by taking it to be the duty of the Bank to aſſiſt Go- 
vernment in all its diſtreſs, the Bank can never be reaſonably 
expected to open its payments in ſpecie to its creditor, it muſt 
give paper for paper for ever, ſo that the Bank would have five 
per cent. for giving its opinion upon the ſolvency of Govern- 
ment, for it was nothing more by the preſent ſyſtem, and ſup- 
poſing them to owe ten millions upon their preſent paper, they 
will in the courſe of fourteen years, by the operation of com- 
pound intereſt, realize to themſelves the whole of that pro- 
perty ; this was really giving to the public creditor nothing in 
reality; and therefore unleſs he heard that the Bank was to 
open payments in caſh at ſome given time, he ſhould be for 
opening another Bank. With regard to the notes of the Bank, 
he did not expect them to be at a diſcount, even although the 
Bank ſhould not pay in ſpecie, for now that we ſhould require 
annually the ſum of 26 millions in the collection of taxes, 
that would keep them at par while they were received in pay- 
ment at the Exchequer, for any man receiving a large ſum in 
Bank notes might readily paſs them to a diſtiller, or any other 
perſon who had two or three hundred thouſand pounds to pay 
to the revenue. Thus the load of our debt kept up the credit 
of our Bank notes; where the ſyſtem was to end it was not 
difficult to gueſs, He wiſhed the Bank to reſume a character 
for punctuality, and he ſhould wiſh to ſupport it under that 
charaCter, but as no hope had been given that ſuch was to be 
the cafe, he was under the neceſſity of ſupporting the motion. 
He ſpoke of the plan of Mr. Hartſinck in terms of great ap- 
e e and ſaid, that in his mind it promiſed to be very 
uſe ful. 5 1 „„ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that before he ad - 
verted to the honourable Baronet's. ſpeech and meaſure, he 
would make a remark or two upon what had fallen from the 
F9L. 4H; 1793-5 3D honourable 
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| honourable Gentleman who ſat down laſt, That honourable 
Gentleman had charged his learned friend (the Solicitor Gene- 
ral) with ſaying, that the Bank was made for Government; 
his learned friend had ſaid no ſuch thing; he had ſaid he hoped 
that the intereſt of the Bank was indentified with the intereſt 
of the public; and who was there who would ſay he would 
not be ſorry that the Bank ſhould have a ſeparate intereſt ? 
The honourable Gentleman thought they ſhould be ſepa- 
rate. This was a queſtion which he would not argue; but 
ſurely his learned friend was juſtified in wiſhing that the in- 
tereſt of the Bank was indentified with that of the public. 
| The honourable Gentleman expreſſed his anxiety that cre- 
dit ſhould be reſtored to the Bank in itſelf; he was glad to hear 
him ſay ſo, it was ſound principle; but this could only be 
_ accompliſhed by giving time to the Bank to pay in caſh. But 
the honourable Gentleman deſpaired, becauſe Government 
found a facility in the Bank to ſupply them; but he forgot 
that there was a reſtriction upon the Bank making ended to 
Government beyond a certain amount. 
The ſpeech of the honourable Baronet was replete with in- 
formation, and diſplayed much knowledge, induſtry, and ac- 
CUracy ; he would not, however, follow him through it. On 
many of the general principles he agreed with him. As to 
the effects of paper money, and the too common error that it 
| tended to raiſe the price of proviſions, and the other objections 
which had been made to paper currency, he coincided in opi- 
nion with him; for he conceived a paper currency to be (if 
not puſhed beyond the commerce of the country), of great 
advantage. For the other parts, it was not neceſſary to enter 
into them, unleſs it could be ſhewn that the Bank was incom- 
petent to circulate as much paper as was wanting, or that they 
wanted farther capital, or the inclination to extend the cir- 
culation. He never preſumed to give a decided opinion upon 
the ſubject, for it was of a very complicated nature; but he 
believed that at any period when the paper was leſs than the 
commerce: of the country required, the diminution of the paper 
was likely to increaſe the caſh ; but this was a ſpeculztive 
point, on which it was not blameable in Gentlemen to differ 
in opinion. It would be wrong, however, if the benefits 
which had been experienced from the Bank for a century, 
ſhould he taken away by one ſingle tranſaction. | 
As to monopoly, he knew that it was bad in many caſes. | 
and many of the honourable Baronet's remarks upon it would 
be well worth Orton; if the Houſe. was now GO 
e LIT. „ 10 the 


May 30. ] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 397 
the queſtion of granting a new charter to the Bank, though he 
Vas inclined to be very cautious in adopting theories againſt 
experienced practical benefits; but here the queſtion of mono- 
poly did not apply, unleſs it could be made out that the Bank 
would gain more by narrowing than extending their dealings, 
which was not the caſe at all, as therr profits increaſed exactly 
in the proportion of the extent of their dealings. With re- 
ſpect to the Bank's not buying bullion, it was not on account 
of the loſs that might ariſe upon it, that they declined it, * 
becauſe they would thereby increaſe the evil, as it would tend 
to exhauſt the kingdom ſtill more of its cath. 

Upon the whole he hoped the Houſe would ſee that it would 
not be conſiſtent either with prudence or equity, or fairneſs, 
to avail themſelves of the ſituation of the Bank, ſanctioned by 
Parliament, to deprive it of the benefit of its chartered rights. 
On theſe grounds he would vote againſt the motion. 

Mr. Manning ſaid, that he had hopes that the Bank would 
reſume its functions on the day expected; for that money 
continually came into the Bank from various Bankers, and 
that although the Bank was now reſtrited from paying in 
the ſpecie of this realm, vet that any Gentleman might now 
be paid the amount of any Bank note in foreign coin. 

Sir W. Pulteney replied o all the arguments urged againſt 
his motion. 


The Houle Sa divided = 


Ayes, (For the motion) Bp: 1 
Noes, (Againſt „ | 50 
5 Majority | =: 
Adjourned. — 5 
e HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, May 31. 
PROTEST 


| Entered on the Journals of the Housx of Lonps, i in „ 
of the reſolution of the Houſe to reje the motion of the Duke 
of Bedford for the diſmiſſion of Miniſters. 


DissENTIENT, | 

1ſt, Becauſe, aQing according to the ancient practice of the Britiſh conſt rution, | 

and in conformity with its true principles, we hold the adviſers of the crown to be 

reſponſible for the condition of the ſtate ; reſponſible for its internal peace, and 
general good Government; for the preſervation of all its ancient fundamental rights 

and liberties ; for the protection of its commerce, of its credit, and the various, 
| ſources of Its progeny and wealth; for the ovleryance of order, diſcipline, and 

3D 2 | _ obedience 
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obedience in all the departments of the public force;. for the honour and ſucceſs 
of our arms (if unfortunately engaged in war): for the proponderance of the Britiſh 
power, and for the glory and ſplendour of the Britiſh name, Inſtead of recognizing 
in his Majeſty s Miniſters that ability, foreſight, and integrity, by which theſe, 
its deareſt intereſts are preſerved, we have ſeen throughout a courſe of years, the 
affairs of the nation conducted with that incapacity, perfidy, and corruption, by 
which all great empires, | from the beginning of the world, have found their ruin 
and which, in the particular ſtate and ſituation of Great Britain, have nearly ex- 
hauſted its reſources and its credit, and annihilated its conſtitution, which have 
brought ſhame upon its character in the eyes of foreign nations, and diffuſed largely 
among its fabjects miſtruſt in the intentions of their 1 hatred of their 
power, and contempt for their debility. ; 
2d, Becauſe encouraged by the uniform, malen and fatal . of this 
Houſe in the conduct of Miniſters, a ſyſtem of Government has ariſen, which, 
If it be further perſevered in, will render the fortunes of theſe realms utterly irre- 
| trievable, even ſhould wiſdom and virtue ſucceed in the minds of thoſe Miniflers | 
to ignorance and wickedneſs. That ſyſtem is governed by principles the very re- 
verſe of thoſe by which ſtates and ſocieties have hitherto been kept together. [t 
is grounded on the doctrine that honour and reward'is to attend on crime and folly ; 
and that men are to be entruſted with power in proportion to their diſpoſition to 
_ abuſe it. Such perverted maxims of policy take from Government all the ſupport 
it deriyes from opinion. The opinion of its conſiſtency is loſt by Minifters adopt- | 
ing and rejecting, as it ſuits the purpoſe of their power, ſyſtems which they alter- 
nately recommend and revile. The opinion of its juſtice is deſtroyed trom ſeeing 
that power depends on a principle which confounds the firit diſtinctions of right. 
and wrong. All opinion of its vigour and efficiency is loſt in the daily infults 
to its authority to which they are compelled to ſubmit. Every ſpecies of diſorder 
is hence introduced. The example of thoſe who govern is followed by thoſe who 
obey. Nothing regular or orderly is found in the intercourſe between fubjet and ſove- 
reign. State neceſſi ity, inflead of being reſerved for occafions of the laſt emergency, is e- 
 forted to as the conſtant, and every day fratt ice of Executive adminiſtration. In ſuch a 
ſyſtem there is neither order nor freedom; and it is the energy of freedom alone 
that can reſiſt with effect the real or fancied ſuperiority of military means. Where 
no power is left to correct the vices of an ill adminiſtered commonwealth, both 
will remain to oppoſe to the enterprizes of a foreign enemy. | 
3d. Becauſe to ſuffer ourſelves to be found by a foreign enemy in this diſtracted 
condition, when we have the means of avoiding it, ſeems to us highly impolitic, and 
| wantonly to call down deftruction upon the ſtate. We ſee nothing in the preſent 
Miniſters ſo valuable as to induce us to riſk, for their preſervation, any part of the 
common intereſt, They have already kindled, by their odious perſecution of the 
Catholics in Ireland, the flames of civil diſcord in that country. We believe that 
an immediate change of men and of meaſures would yet preſerve the common ties 
by which the two countries are united. If, unhappily, meaſures of intolerance 


are to be ſuſtained by the ſword, and if that oppreſſed — be torn ſrom the 
. by 8 ES Britiſh 
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Britiſh Crown, as America was ſevered from our empire, rather than that theſe 
Miniſters ſhould incur the loſs of their offices, we are unable to ſee in what Great 
Britain would be the gainer. If an invaſion of theſe realms ſhould be the reſult 
of delaying to open a ſincere negociation ſor peace, fully as we rely upon the zeal and 
bravery of our countrymen for the event, we do not conceive that the miſchief 


of ſuch an attempt would in any degree be compenſated by finding, at the cloſe of 


it, thoſe Miniſters ſtill in their offices. Above all thiogs we deem it highly in expe- 5 


dient that any numerous or important claſs of the people ſhould, in fo perilous a 


moment, conceive themſelves to be placed in the alternative between foreign 


conqueſt and domeſtic uſurpation. We think that in this criſis no excuſe is left 
for not calling forth the whole wiſdom, and all that remains of the energy of the 
Britiſh nation; that it is among the crimes of theſe Miniſters that they have.ex- 
hauſted in idle alarms for factious purpoſes, thoſe reſources which ought to have 
been preſerved whale and unbroken, io meet the diſaſters which are impending 
over us; ; and for having ſet up a cry of loyalty againſt liberty, to the deſtrue- 
tion of that real ſtrength by which alone our | ſhores and our altars can, in che 
laſt extremity, be defended. 


Ath. Becauſe ſuch a ſyſtem i is dangerous to our preſent ſafety and exiſtence as an 


Independent State, and the ſupport uniformly given to it, tends to degrade and vi- 


lify this Houſe in the opinion of the people. For the firſt time in our hiſtory the 
continuance of a Miniſter in office ſeems to be made a condition of the Conſtitu- 


tion. If the Miniſter, after having reduced his country to the loweſt cbb of ſhame 
and miſery, ſhall continue to receive and to diſpenſe all truſts, honours, and emo- 
laments, and to be ſupported in his abandoned &ourſes by this Houſe, no motive 


will remain to love and reverence a Conſtitution exhibited in theſe colours to the 


people, through the medium of this Houſe. Feeling no intereſt in our proceed- 


ings, they will loſe all reſpect for our har and all belief in our honour. 


th. Becauſe we believe the preſent Miniſters to be utterly incompetent to the 


eure of the evils they have produced. As the principles on which they made the 
war offer no proſ pect for its ſucceſs, thoſe on which they have hitherto negoci- 
ated for peace afford no hope for its attainment. As the improvidence and inca- 
| pacity with which they have conducted the war have contributed ſo largely to pro- 

duce the calamitous ſituation of Europe, and to build up the prodigious power of 
the French Republic, we conceive that they poſleſs not the means of obtaining 
| ſafe or honourable terms of peace for this country. We cannot expect that they 


will hereafter cheriſh or encourage that ſpirit of liberty under which, in former 


times, our greatneſs has grown and been matured. We are rather impreſſed with 


the fear that, under the ſame pretences which have cauſed all our preſent diſ- 
aſters, large military eſtabliſhments will continue to be kept up, with a view of 


cruſhing all its efforts, and rivetting Kill cloſer the fetters of the people; that re- | 


leaſed from the preſſure of foreign hoſtility, they will have recourſe to coercive 
_ meaſures in that unhappy country where their oppreſſions have already provoked 


the people to reſiſtance. We can hope for no ceconomy from men whoſe extra- 


vagance | 
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vagance and waſte exceeds whatever has been heard of the mad prodigality of 
former periods. We can expect no ſalutary reformations from thoſe who have 
endeavoured to engraft upon and blend with the ſubſtance of the Conſtitution it- 
elf, thoſe abuſes by which their rapacity is ſupported, Finally, we can expect, 
from ſuch men and ſuch a ſyſtem, no other ifſue but the eſtabliſhment of a do- 
minion of Miniſterial terroriſm, ſupported by Parliamentary corruption, inſtead 


of the ancient Conſtitution of this country conducted according to the principles 
of the Revolution. | (Signed) B Drop, 
CE DWwoR TR. 


Heard Counſel on Sir Godfrey Webſter Vaſſal's £ Divorce 
bill, 

The bills upon the table went | through their ſeveral ſtages: : 
and 

The Vagrant bill, on the motion of the Chancellor, was 
ordered to be read a ſecond time on A when it is to un- 
dergo a full ee nap TR | 


% 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 _WepxusDay, May 31. 


Mr. Aide man Combe brought up the report of the Com- 
mittee, to whom the bill to prevent Foreſtalling live Cattle, 
&c. was referred. Ordered to be taken into confuteration on 

the 8th of June, and to be printed. : | 


AMERICAN TREATY BILL. 


Mr. Ryder moved the order of the d. iy for the Houſe t to re- 
ſolve itſelf into a Comraittee of the whole Houſe on the I reaty 
between his Britannic Majetty and tie e States of Ame 
rica. . 
Mr. Nicholls ſaid, that the bill which was now hefore the 
Committee did not contain any proviſions for regulating the 
_ 3ntercourſe between the United States of America and the 
Weſt-India Iſlands; after ſuch a length of time had elapſed 
Hince this intercourſe had taken late. he could have wiſhed 
that ſome proviſion ſhould now be made for its regulation, and 
not left to be regulated on the ſpur of the occaſion, as the caſe 
might hereafter happen, by the Governors of the Weſt-India 
Iſlands, or by their interference. We ſhould remember the 
ſituation in which we ſtood ; when the preſent conteſt was 
over we ſhould have rivals 15 our commerce with America, 
and unleſs we made wiſe proviſions in time, it was doubtful 

whether we could retain our ſtation in commerce. France, 
Spain, and Italy, would be our rivals, and we may then have 
difficulties 
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difficulties to maintain in our commercial ſuperiority which 


we do not feel now. America was now on bad terms with 
France, and good terms with us; ſhe had many raw materials 


to ſell which it was our intereſt to buy, and we ſhould avail 
| ourſelves of the preſent good diſpoſition of America towards us 


with regard to the Weſi-Indice as well as Great-Britain. 


He 


could not refrain from expreſfing his regret that the Miniſters 


of this country had not, in the courſe of 14 years, framed a 


plan of a general and permanent nature with regard to our 
cominerce and the commerce of the Weſt-Indies with the 


American States. 


Mr. Ryder ſaid, that the obſervations of the learned Gen | 


| Yleman did not refer to the ſubject of the bill now before the 


Committee, but to topics of another kind, for the reſolution 


which he had to move did not relate to any commerce between 


the United States of America and the Weſt-Indies. 


There 


was a plan ſettled in this country upon that ſubject, upon what 


was underſtood by thoſe who framed it to be equitable, and of 


reciprocal advantage to the parties to be affected by it, but had 
not been ratified on the part of America; it was not his inten- 


tion to propoſe any thing now upon that ſubject. What mea- 


ſures might be thought neceſſary upon that ſubject would of 
courſe be communicated to the Houſe, if any ſuch ſhould be in 
contemplation, but that was not the ſubject of the prefent bill. 

The Houle then reſolved itſelf | intoa Committee of the whole 


_ Houſe. 


Mr. Ryder opened the nature of the reſolations which he 


had to move, after which they were all put and carried, 
port ordered to be received the next day. 


EIGHTEEN MILLION. LOAN BILL. 


being referred to that Committee, 


Re- 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Ways 
and Means, and the 18 million loan, called the Loyalty Loan, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe, and ſaid, that, although 
the laying of any additional burthen on the People was a mat- 
ter of as much regret to him as it could poſſibly be to any one, 
yet, conſidering that the demand for it was ſo obvious as to be 
recognized by the Public, and that there could be but few or 

no objections to it. he felt nimſelf free to bring the matter he- 
fore the Houſe, The Committee would anticipate him, and 
ſee, that he meant to move for a vote to repriſe the ſubſcribers 
to the loan, commonly called the Loyalty Loan, for the loſſes 
they had ſuſtained by the depretiion of the Funds ſubſequent 
to their ſubſcribing. This, he conceived, to be a propolition 


which 


| 
| 
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which the Houſe could not fail to regard with a favouable eye, 


ſince it muſt be obvious to them, that the perſons in whoſe be- 
half it was made, had been actuated, in a great degree, by zeal 
for the public ſervice, and by that zeal had incurred the 
tofles which it was his wiſh the Houſe ſhould make good. 

At the ſame time, it was not to be denied, the Subſcribers 
looked forward for ſome chance of advantage from a favourable 
turn of affairs; it was certain that they looked alſo to the poſ- 


ſibility of ſome loſs from a contrary turn, and might therefore 
be fairly conſidered as guided in their condnct, upon that oc- 
caſion, by public zeal. Be this as it might, the Houſe, upon 


a retroſpection to the ſtate of the funds at that day, and a 
comparative view of them with the terms of the Loyalty Loan, 
would ſee, that the Public had incurred a much ſmaller bur- 


then by that than by any other form in which a loan could 


then have been procured : they would alſo fee, that the Sub- 
ſcribers could not poſſibly, with any degree of foundation to 
warrant them, have looked forward for ſuch a heavy loſs as 
that which they had ſuſtained fince the ſecond period of their 


: depoſit. He faid, he was far from wiſhing to keep from the 


view of the Cammiitiee: that the Subſcribers had no ſtrict. 
ground of right; but he wiſhed to impreſs upon the Houſe, 
that, with a view to future example, as well as to reward me- 
Tit, it was deſirable, not to leave them to ſuffer a loſs, ſuch as 
they could not, at the time they «1ideavoured to ſerye their 


Country by the loan, have reaſenably looked to, though they 
had the merit to do fo, calculating as he had already ſtated, 
upon ſome eventual loſs. He ſtated, that, previous to the Syb- 


{cribers having made the firſt depoſit, they ſuffered a loſs by 
the fall of the funds of full three per cent.; and, after. that, 
the loſs they ſuſtained amounted to a heighth of not leſs than 
eight, 14, and 15 per cent. At preſent, they ſtood at a loſs of 
14. But, notwithſtanding theſe material loſſes, the Subſcribers 
made good their ſtipulated payments; and, on that account, 
the Public would not be the leſs diſpoſed to make them an al- 
lowance. The Chancellor of the Exchequer recalled to 


the remembrance of the Houſe, the circumſtances which led to 
theſe loſſes; the unfortunate events which had taken place on 
the Continent, &c. &c. all of which had a ſhare ; in depreſſing 
the ſtocks far bevond the natural expectations of any one at 
the time that loan was made. 


On theſe graunds he thought it would be proper to alleviate 
the preſſure upon the Subſcribers. He confeſſed there were 


ſome difficultics lay in the way, ariſing from the transfer of 


their ſtock ; there was no rule to go by. But the diſcount 
— 


„ 
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being from 11 to 14 per cent. he thought it would be only a 
juſt conſideration to allow them 51. in every 100l. in the ſhape 
of a Long Annuity of 7s and od on every 100l. Thoſe to 
whom this would be allowed, in the fulleſt and molt direct 
manner, were they who originally came forward, and who 
made their pay ments good. And it would be hard, he thought, 
to leave out thoſe who had been obliged by abſolute neceſſity to 
fell. On the beſt confideration, he found it was impoſſible to 
ſorm any diviſion between the Subſcriber and Holder. "The only 
thing, thereſore, to be done was, to {ettle the general amount, and 
leave it to the Holder and Subſcriber to ſettle their reſpective 
claims, and the buſineſs then would find its level; and this 
could only be done by allowing the addition to thoſe who pro- 
duced the original reccipts. He would not have the meaſure 
apply to individual cafes only, but operate generally, and this 
he conceived to be better than ſubjecting it to any arbitrary 
rule. The amount of the whole he flated to be an annuity of 
between ſixty and feveuty thouſand pounds a year. Not only 
the generoſity, but, in his view, the policy of the Country, 
called upon the Houfe to concur, and on this ground he moved 
the Reſolution, ** that 7s 6d per cent. Long Annuity be 
granted on the ſaid loan.“ F ͤ 39 | 
Mr. Dent ſaid, he was not aware that he ſhould be called 
upon by public duty to give his vote againit a meaſute of this 
kind. He muſt, however, perform his duty. He could by no 
means give his vote for the meaſure which was now propoſed, 
He knew nothing of this as a queſtion of party. He dreaded it 
as a matter of future example. Ir might be conſidered hereafter 
as a matter of precedent. The Houle ſhould be cautious before 
they eſtabliſhei] ſuch a precedent. No man could c-!culate the 
evil which ſuch a precedent might biing upon the Public. In 
1779 and 1780, there had been loans in which the Subſcribers 
had ſuffered much, but nothing of this kind vas granted to re- 
lieve their diſtreſſes. There was a ſhifting & 7 ontine to re- 
lieve them a little, but here was to be voted away at once near 
ſeventy thouſand pounds of the public money, and for the pay- 
ment of which taxes were to be levied for ever on che People. 
He was not aware that any Gentleman would ſecond his mo- 
tion, but he ſhould certainly move, That the Chairman do 
do leave the Chair without putting this Refolation ? The 
three per cents. were now between 47 and 48 ; when this loan 
was entered into they were about 56. He wiſhed to know 
whether every holder of Stock was not in the fame ſituation as 
theſe Gentlemen? He did not ſee in their cafe any thing to 
entitle them to fayour, more than all thoſe who had advanced 
Vol. III. | x RD Cs money 
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money on the faith of the public funds. He believed there 
was no man out of that Houſe, who had leſs to do with jobs 
about the funds than the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He 
acquitted him entirely of any intention to deceive the Public, 
or of walting its wealth. But there were about him a ſet of 
men of very different views, who adviſed him to adopt mea- 
ſures, which, if be was as well acquainted with as they were, 
he would never adopt, for they were injurious to the public 
Intereſt, He ſaw no reaſon for conſidering this loan in any 
other light than a bagain, which included much ſpeculation. 
This was like any other ſpeculation, If the Subſcribers had 
profited 15 per cent. they would not have come forward and 
ſuffered the Public to partake of the advantage, but they found 
it to be a loſing ſpeculation, and they called upon the Public to 
bear a part of that loſs. He ſaw no reaſon, nor juſtice, nor 
fairneſs, nor equity in this. "They did not come forward as 
Subſcribers with any idea that they were to loſe. If they came 
forward out of oftentation, they ought to pay the expence 
which attended that oftentation, for they did not do it with a 
view of ſerving their country. He thought that thoſe who had 
ſubſcribed large ſums of money ought to be made to bear the 
loſs. There were ſome perfons who ſubſcribed to keep up ap- 
pearances, and to be on good terms with thoſe who were above 
them, and if it was poſſible, he ſhould like to relieve them, for 
what they did was done to fave their bread; in order to em- 
brace the cafes of-ſuch perſons, he ſhould not diſlike to meet a 
reſolution confined to thoſe who had not advanced any thing 
above 1000l. As to thoſe who ſubſcribed to large ſums he had 
no idea of relieving them. It was eaſy to vote that the Pub- 
lic ſhould pay 70,000]. but he knew not where the money was 
to come from. He was forry that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer ſhould be adviſed to come forward with ſuch a mea- 
fare as this, and that he was fo weak as to liſten to ſuch advice. 
He was confiderzt that the independent part of the Subſcribers 
did not with for it. He knew that the Miniſter had been im- 
poſed upon. Very often in bargaining for a loan, three or four 
perſons pretended to bid againſt each other, whereas they had 
concerted their plan and afterwatds divided the profits of the 
bargain. Upon the whole he found it his duty to move, That | 
the Chairman do now leave the Chair.” 

Mr. FF. Smith agreed with much of what had been ſaid by 
the gentleman who had juſt fat down, He recited ſome abuſes 
upon the public with reſpect to loans, and which amount to a 
direct fraud, The ground of right to this affiſtance to the ſub- 
{cr bers was given up by che Chancellor of the Exchequer ww 

/ | move 


N 
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moved it. The claim muſt reſt upon ſome foundation. Theſe 
gentlemen either came forward as good patriots to ſupport a 
juſt and neceſſary war, or they came forward ro make what 
thev thought a good bargain for themſelves, for no man makes 
What he thinks a bad bargain for himſelf. He knew many 
gentlemen by name who {ubſcribed to this loan, expecting it 
to be a profitable one. He knew others who did not put 
down their names becauſe they thought It would be a pro- 
table one, but who were afraid of being what are cal- 
led © marked men” if they did not do it. There were many 
in the City of London who were bankers, and whom he 
would not name, but fome of them were members: of that 
Houſe (he would deſcribe them no nearer) who ſubſcribed _ 
from that motive. He would not diſgrace the title of Patriot 
by calling ſuch men Patriots. But the maſs of the {ubicribers 
to this loan were perſons who hid made a bargain by which 
they expected to gain IO per cent. for three years for their 
money, with an abſolute fecurity for the capital at the end of 
that time. Were men who expected to have double the 
amount of legal intereſt for their money, together with a 
ſecurity for the capital, to he conſidered as Patriots for fo lend- 
ing their money? There were ſome who came forward out of 
oſtentation to have their names cnrolled at the Exchequer, and 
expected to be handed down to polterity as great patriots as 
thoſe who gained the glory of the battle of Marathon; he 
wiſhed to know whether any of theſe ſhould have the pecuni- 
ary reward which was now propoſed to be given to them. He 
really faw no pretence for this meaſure, nor did he fee any 
deſcription of men who deſerved to loſe, and to bear their 
loſſes, more than theſe men did; he took notice of what 
he had infiſted upon when the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
opencd his budget He had then ſaid that there was at leaft 
a million unprovided for by that ſtatement ; he recapitulated 
the items that compoſed that ſum; he obſerved that the ſum 
to the Princeſs Royal had not been included. It would have 
done credit to the Miniſter to adviſe, and to another quarter to 
have determined, to make proviſion for that marriage, ina 
manner that ſhould not bear upon the ſhoulders of a people 
already ſtooping under their burthens. He maintained that 
when the ſum now propoſed, came to be added to the reſt, the 
whole ſum of deficiency which muſt be raifed annually by 
-freſh taxes, would amount to 140, cool. a year, Had theſe 
perſons who ſubſcribed to this loan juſt claims, he ſhould agree 
to relieve them, great as the burthens were upon the people, 
becauſe nothing could be fo great a weight upon them, as that 
gf injuſtice ; but as they had no ſuch claim, he muſt ſupport 
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the motion fer the chairman leaving the chair without putting. 
this re tion. | 

Th. Chancellor of the Exchequer f:id, that he had always de- 
clared that the Sublcribers had no claimof Rigt it. But having told 
the Subſciibers that tliiere woul be no laan above 18 millions 
that year, they were in equity entitle «| to conſiteration. on that 
account. Antone:: ab le Gentietan Ir. W. Smith) had ftated 
the fo per cent. for three years, as if it was a permanent 
intereſt, whereas if it continued for a longer time than three 

years, it decreaſed in a ratic that would bring it down in 
four years to 8 per cent. and ſo on. The queſtion for the 
Committee was this Did or did not the ſubſcribers lend 
their money at leſs than the market price of the funds? and 
if ſo, were they not entitled to conſideration? The hon. 
Gentleman had indulged in plauſible topics, which, how- 
ever, did not zpply to the caſe: for the money being lent 
under market price, evinced a diſpoſition to ſerve the coun- 
try :---and if, as was the fact, it was lent on the terms of 
no otber loan being made that year, which the emergencies 
the country made it impoſſible to fulfil, had they not a 
claim for indemnification? The hon. Gentleman ſhould re- 
collect, that they were at par only for a few days, and that 
at the ſecond pay ment they were at an enormous diſcount. 
As there could be no transfer without a receipt, and no re- 
ceint could by law be granted till the ſecond payment, there 
was no manner of evidence for the Houſe to go on. But by 
the transfer of the receipts after the ſecond depoſit, the bulk 
transterred muſt have been after they had fallen to a heavy 
diſcount, ſo that their loſs muſt have been great. 

Mr. Smith ſaid, he did not aſſert that the ſubſcribers would 
have ten per cent. in perpetuity, but tor three years. 

The Chancellor &f t:e Exhequer allowed that the ſubſcribers 
had no claim of right for indemnification for the loſs that 
they had fuſtained 3 but he fil! contended, that under all the 
Circumſtances of the caſe, they had a fair claim upon the 
libecality of Parliament. = | 

Mr. 7zerney could not allow the kalten to be put with- 
cut expreſſing his opinion upon the ſubject; and though he 
EE too well the ive of diviſions in that Houle to preſs 
one on the evening, yet if any.other gentleman choſe to di- 
vide chi Comr-1ace, his name would be found in what he 
ſuppoſed would be the minority. The propoſition of the 
Chancellor of the Fxchequer was nothing leſs than ripping 
up an act of Parliament, by an attempt to do what he called 

. juſtice, 
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Juſtice, when he himfclf allowed, that from the lapſe of 
time and circumſtances which had intervened, juſtice was 
rendered impoſſible. Add to this, that the proposition was 
made at the end of a ſeſſion, which he muſt not call extrava- 
gant, for that Houſe never did any thing extravagant; but 
at the end of a ſeſſion in which burthens had been impoſed 
upon the people to an amount beyond all precedent, they 
were called upon to vote 70,001. a year, which, at fourteen 
years purchaſe, was one million iterling of the people' 8 
money. He aſked if the Houſe had not as much confidence 
in the hon Gentleman as the hon. Genticman contended the 
country had in the Houſe ; whether they would give their 
ſanction to a meaſure fo ſhametul in its nature, and ſo in- 
jurious in its effects? If relief was to be given, why was not 
a petition preſented by the fufferers to the Houle ſtating their 
lots, and praying for indem mew har But when this 
mutiay aroſe an :0ng the Loyaliſts, like other mu- 
tineers, appoint«:i Delegates; tor five ntl they had had 
conterence* almoit every week with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. What wonder was it then that the honourable 
Gentleman aſked, with an air of triumph, what part of the 
nation had Joſt their confidence in him? Certainly not the 
City of London. And what was the reaſon of the City of 
London remaining firm in their atleglance to his adminiſtra- 
tion? Becauſe they had a negociation pending with him upon 
the reſult of which depended one million of money! Was 
there any man at all acquainted w ith the City of London who 
did not know that a conſideration of this magnitude would in- 
duce its ſupport to any Adminiſtration? And where was the 
ſurpriſe when this bonus was promiſed that the mutiny did 
not ſhew itſelf in ſuch a way as to endanger his fituation ? 
When the loan was ſubſcribed for, the ſubſcribers were 
pratied for loyalty. It had unfortunately come out, how- 
ever, that loyalty was a commodity of ſuch a kind that in 
this country it would not keep for two months. If the worſt 
enemy to England had projected a meaſure eflentially to in- 
jure her intereſts they could not have been more ſucceſsful 
than the honourable Gentleman in bringing forward the 
preſent propoſition. It proved that we were engaged in a 
war in which thoſe who offered their lives and fortunes in 
its ſupport were not ſerious in one word they ſaid, and the 
moſt extravagant railer againſt the Government and Conſti- 
tution of the country could not take ae ground than upon 
the vote of that gigs: | 
Mr, 
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Mr. Jolliſße ſpoke in terms of the greateſt ſeverity againſt 


the meaſure, as one of the moſt unneceſſary, profuſe, and 
extravagant kind that ever was bronght into Parliament. 

e pledged himſelf to divide the Houſe upon it in every 
5 

Mr. WW. Smith ſuggeſted that as it was common in that 
Houſe for any gentleman who was perſonally intereſted in 
the deciſion, to withdraw; that it wouid be highly inde- 
corous in thoſe who had been ſubſcribers to the loan to re- 
main and vote for the additional þnus. 5 

Mr... Baſtard told the Committee, that as alpen rü 
opinions were abroad of the integrity of that Houſe, he 
mould like to fee the full extent of the nature of this loan; 
that was to ſay, he withed to ſee the names of the perſons to 
whom the compenlation was to be paid, and the perſons Who 
were to pay it. He entrcated the Committee, for God's 
ſake, to pauſe and conſider what they were about to do, for 
it was abſolutely impoſſible that the taxation could go on. 
It was already nearly over with the Houſe of Commons, and 
every thing that was dear to them, and it they perſiſted in 
their prefent ſyſtem, they would foon be all done up. Sacri- 
fices muſt be made at ſuch a criſis, and he hoped gentlemen 
Would forteit their temporary intereſts for the national ad- 
vantage. He was willi to give credit to one gentleman 
for his patriotiſm, becauſe, although a ſubſcriber to the loan, 
he had been voluntarily one of the firſt for oppoſing the re- 
ward. (He alluded to Mr. Dent.) The remuner tion was 
not only objectionable in its principle, but in the mode alſo 
by which it was to be carried into execution, as perſons who 
had bought ſhares the preceding day, by colluſion with the 
broker, might the next day receive 3 per cent. bus on each 
ſhare. What praiſe could be due for ſuch patriotiſm as 
that? He knew that opinions had gone forth, that Miniſters 
and their friends had got large ſhares in the loan, and there- 
fore ſuch a meaſure would only tend to confirm them. But 
whether the opinions were true or falſe, Miniſters had at 
preſent the remedies in their hands, and he hoped they would 
not let them eſcape. He ſaid he ſhould vote een 1 | 
the motion. 

Mr. Reſe informed the hon. Gentleman, that the refolu- 
tion only favoured the original ſubſcribers, and that perſons 
who had purchaſed ſhares in the market could not avail them- 
ſelves of the benefit. He then deſired an explanation from 
Mr. Dent of an expreſſion 1 in his ſpent; namely, nat though 


Ag 
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his adviſers. He had no reaſon to take the expreſſion to 
himſelf, but he was convinced that a perſon of the hon. 
Gentleman's candour and fairneſs would not allow it to ſtand 


in its prefent general form, but that he would menticn the 


names of thoſe to whom: he meant it to apply. 
Mr. Buſlard explained, that he underſtood the purchaſers 


of ſhares in the market would receive the benefit, in conſe- 


quence of allowing the broker 2 128 cent. for the original 
ſubſcription. 

Mr. Dent replicd, that he was extremely ſurpriſed chat 
the hon. Gentleman oppolite to him, coniidering their ac- 


quaintance, would have taken any ſuch exprellion to him 


ſelf. He did not mean that it ſhould be applied to him, or 
to any gentleman who fat on the bench along with him, but 
to other perſons both in and out of the Houſe. 


The (Chancellor of the fxcheguer thanked Mr. Dent for the 


good opinion which he had been pleaſed to expreſs of him; 
but diſcl'imed any praile Which was beſtovred upon him at 


the expence of thoſe by whom he had been adviſed, as, in 


bringing forward the prelent micalure, he had acted in con- 


formity to his own opinion and to the dictates of his own 


Judgment. | | 
Mr. Vanfita n ſaid he could not give a filent vote on this 

queſtion. If the point was preffed to a diviſion he ſhou!d 
vote againſt the propottion. It was not a{certained whether 
there would be any loſs to the original ſubſcribers. Man 

had fold out at par, or cven for a flight premium. If ſtocks 
roſe after peace, as it was to be ex pected they would, thoſe 
who retain their ſubſcription would have no loſs. He thought 
the propolition at preſent was premature. 


Mr. Nicholls ſpoke at length againſt the motion, and ex- 


prefled his wiſh for the names of the parties to whom the 
compenſation was intended to be given. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid that a lit of the n names 
* very eaſily be obtained. 

Mr. Tierney ſaid he hoped thoſe who were perſonally i in- 
; 1 i in the deci; on would act like gentlemen and decline 
voting. 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, if the. Chancellir of the 1 Mechequer could 
ſhew him any ground of Jute for giving away ſo much 
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money, he thould aſſent, but if not he ſhould vote againſt the 


| propoſition. 


Gen. Tir/et5n conceived tne preſent motion tended to affect 


the intercits of his conſtituents, and therefore could not agree 


to it. 
Mr. Atreland faid; that there was an underftanding 3 in 


conſequence of what had fallen from the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer, that no other loan was to be raiſed within the 
year. The ſubſcribers who aCted on this underſtanding, had 
ſome right to an indemnification or allowance. In the caſe 


of the loan two years ago, this principle had been admitted. 


In point of policy, he thought the meaſure proper. He had 


a ſmall ſhare in that loan, but too ſmall to admit the ſuſpicion 
that he could be actuated by Ti motives in the opinion 
and vote he gave. 

Lord Yn. Rulſſell ſaid, if the principle of the laſt ſpeaker 
could be carried a little farther, it would be a good thing. 
He ſhould be very glad if it were poſſible to give an indemni- 
fication to all thoſe who had been diſappointed, and had ſut- 
fered from relying on the language thrown out by the ONS. 
cellor of the Exchequer. | 
Mr. Wm. Smith ſaid, that in chi caſe of the loan alluded to; 
a ſpecific engagement was conſidered to have been made: 
with Boyd, Benhela and Company. 

The Committee divided, 

Ayes, — 40; 


[\oes, — — I | 26 | 


— c_—_—— 


Mei ority 14 
Several reſolutions relative to the Diſtilleries in the High- 
lands of Scotland, and altering the proportions between thoſe 
in the Highlands and Lowlands, and altering the limits 


' which former proviſions had fixed, were agreed to in a Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means. The eng were ordered to be 
received the Ext day. 


The other Orders of the Day were deferred. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TrhuRsDAY June 1. 


Heard counſel on the claim of Sir Adam = "WER to the | 
peerage of the Earl of Glencairn. 


Lord 
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Lord Grenville brogght down the following meſſage from 
the King. 


| GEORGE R. 


It is with the deepeſt concern his Majeſty acquaints the Houſe of Lords, that the 
conduct of the crews of ſome of his ſhips now at the Nore, in pertiſting in the moſt _ 


violent and treaſonable acts of mutiny and diſobedience, notwithſtanding the full 


ö extenſion to them of all the beveſits which had been accepted with gratitude by the 
reſt of his Majeſty's fleet; and notwithftanding the repeated offers of his Majeſty's 
gracious pardon, on the:r returning to their duty, have compelled his Majeſty to call 


on all his faithful ſubjects to give their utmoſt aſſiſtance in repreffing ſuch dangerous 
and criminal proceedings. Eis Majeſty has directed a copy of the proclamation 
which he has iſſued for this purpoſe, to be laid before the Houſe ; and he cannot 
doubt that his Parliament will adopt, with readineſs and decifion, every meaſure 


which can tend, at this important conjuncture, to provide for the; ublic ſecurity. 


And his Majeſty particularly recommends it to the conſideration of Parliament, to 
make more effectual proviſion for the prevention and puniſhment of all traiterous 


attempts to excite ſedition and mutiny in his Majeſty's naval ſervice; or to with- 


draw any part of his Majeſty? s forces, by ſea or land, flom their duty and allegiance 
to him; and from that obedience and diſcipline which are ſo Important to the prof- 
5 perity and the 2 0 of the Britiſh Em ire. | 


. . 


[Received ſome bills + Son the Commons, read thoſe upon the d 


table, and N 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS 


TruRsDay, Fune 1. 


Mr. B. . moved for leave to bring in a bill to repeal 


fo much of the act 5 of Geo. II as made negroes real allets for 
the payment of debts.— Leave given. 

Mr. Roſe moved, that there be laid before the Houſe, a liſt 
of the names and reſidence of the original ſubſcribers to the 
loan of 18 millions. Ordered. 


The liſt was brought up by Mr. Abraham Newland, and 


ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Alderman Combe move], That the liſt hould ! e l 


ed, as in its preſent ſhape it could afford no information as to 

the point, who did or did not vote for the additional bur. us, be- 

ing themſelves intereſted. 

Mr. Roſe ſaid, he did not ſee any - advantage that could re- 
ſult from printing it. It might be confulted by thoſe who 

| Wiſhed to know its contents. He thought ſuch expence un- 
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neceſlary. Beſides, the liſt might miſlead, as the original ſub- 
ſcribers might not now be holders. 


Mr. Manning thought it was an onnocellary expence to print 
this liſt. 5 


Mr. Jolliſte faid, it was impoſible that the liſt, if not print⸗ 
ed, could convey any information, as it could not be carried off 
the table. No man was more anxious to ſpare the public 
money than he was, but ſurely 2ol. or 251 was no object, 


when information for the Houſe of Commons was to be ob- 


tained. 

Mr. Morland ſaid, that it was of no te to print this 
liſt, as the original ſubſcribers might not be holders. It ſhould 
be left to the diſcretion of individuals whether they ſhould vote 
or not. The printing of the bill would Py: be an additional 
expence to the vote of laſt night. . | 

Mr. B. Edwards ſaid, that the liſt was laid on n the wake ei- 
ther to give information or not. If for information it could 


not be obtained juſt now; unleſs printed it might as well be 


given back to Mr. Ab Newland. It was intolerable that 


men who were voting a million into their own pockets, ſhould 


pretend to ſtickle at ten e Such language could not be : 


He ard with patience. 


Mr. V. Smith ſaid, that to obje to the expence of neinting, | 
was ſtraining at gnats and ſwallowing camels. He ſhould do 
his utmoſt to obtain every information that could open the 


eyes of the people, and expoſe the job here attempted. 


Sir W. Geary ſaid, no information could be gained by hav- 
ing the paper printed, but on the contrary, that it would only 
tend to miſlead, fince it was very likely that the original ſub- 
ſcribers were not now the holders of their ſubſcription. 

The queſtion was then put and carried without a diviſion ; 3 
and the liſt was accordingly ordered to be printed. 

The report of the committee on the American treaty was 


brought up, and the reſolutions read and agreed to. 


The corporation cauſe bill was committed, when Mr. Coke, 
Mr. Bragge, Mr. Migley, Mr. Ryder, and Mr. Percival deli- 


vered their ſentiments, in the courſe of which Mr. Wigley ex- 
preſſed his deſire to have the chairman leave the chair, with a 


view, on the reſumption of the Houſe to move, that the buſi- 
neſs ſtand oyer to this day three months. Opon this the com- 


mittee divided, 


thes, — — 3 


Moes, —_—_— — | 40 


7 Majority, | 
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The further conſideration of the ſubject was Gferred till 
Wedneſday. 
 MUTINY IN THE FLEET. 
A meſſage from his Majeſty was brought up by the Chan- 
cellor of be Exchequer, fimilar to that to the Lords. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That his Majeſty's 
| moſt gracious meſſage ſhould be taken into conſideration the | 
next day. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas broaght up the proclamation * alluded 
to in the meſſage, which was read, and a to lie on the | 
table. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he was confident that every Genclenian 
in the Houſe muſt join in the feelings of regret which the ſub- 
je& of his Majeſty's meſſage was calculated to excite. To 
_ thoſe feelings of regret which the general nature of thoſe cir- 
cCuniſtances inſpired, were added thoſe of a perſonal nature, 
Which aroſe from the reflection, that the propoſition which he 
had intended to ſubmit to the Houſe, relative to the ſtate of the 
navy, had not been brought forward, by which, perhaps, this 
proclamation, and the cauſes on which it was founded, might 
probably have been prevented. With regard to the meſſage, 
be ſhould abſtain at preſent from making any remarks. Win 
reſpect to that part of it, which expreſſes a hope that the Houſe 
would adopt ſome new legiſlative meaſures, he ſhould not give 
any opinion, but he was deſirous to have it underſtood, that 
any ſilence upon the preſent occaſion, ſhould not be conſtrued 
into an acquieſcence in any meaſure which might be brought 
forward in the view of that recommendation. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer commended the honoura- 
ble Gentleman for having, with ſuch great propriety, declined 


do enter into any diſquiſition on the papers in queſtion. Re- 


ſerving his opinion of the neceſſity of the ſtrong and vigorous 
laws recommended by the meſſage to check and controul the 
violent acts which had of late been ſo fatefully committed to a 
future opportunity, when they would become the particular 
ſubjects of conſideration, he felt himſelf obliged to remind the 
Houſe that the offences therein ſtated, were in their nature of 
the moſt malignant, the moſt 880 1 the moſt odious, and 
the moſt contagious, that it was poſſible for the heart of any _ 
man to conceive, and in one inſtance they had been executed 
with ſuch a boldneſs, ſuch an induſtry, and ſuch a perſever- 
ance, as required ſome extraordinary rigour to prevent their 
further diffaſion. The honourable Gentleman had himſelf, 
upon a former occaſion, expreſſed ſimilar opinions of them, and 
had admitted that, comparatively viewed, all ordinary and open 
* Vide Appendix. | 
3F2 treaſon 


414 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, {Commons, 
treaſon ſunk to nothing. They who had expreſſed their ab- 
| horience of former acts of treaſon, and repreſented them as of 
the moſt alarming nature, ſtill felt and acknowledged theſe to 
be paramount, and ſhrunk with horror from the dangers they 
impended. Leaving the queſtion whether the meaſures re- 
commended by his Majcſty were neceflary and proper, or not, 
to a future diſcuſſion, he was obliged to ſay that the preceed- 
ings by their guiſt provoked his indignation, and by the dan- 
gers they threatened, ſeemed to require ſome precaution, 
The proclamation was then ordered to be Jaid upon the table. 


LOYALTY LOAN ALLOWANCE BILE. 


5 The report of the Committee of ways and means was 
brought up, and read a firſt time. | 

On the ſecond reading of the reſolution for giving an 1 allow- 
ance to the contributors to the loan of 18 millions, 

Sir John Sinclair ſtated three objections in point of form: 
1ſt, That the reſolution was inconſiſtent with acts paſſed this 
lefon, and therefore could not be entertained; 2d, That the 
reſolution ſhould have been voted in a Committee of ſupply ; 

and, za, That the regular mode would have been for the per- 
ſons defiri ing relief to have come to the Houſe with a petition 
recommended by, the Crown. 

The Speaker informed him, that, in -repard to ib firſt ob- 
jection, the rule of the Houfe was, that no two reſolutions, nor 
any two bills contradictory to each other, could be paſſed in the 

ſame ſeſion. It remained for the Houſe to decide, whether 
this reſolution was contradictory, or only explanatory or ſup- 
plementary, as in the latter inſtances, the honourable Baronet's 
objections would not apply. In regard to the ſecond objection, 
the honourable Baronet did not appear to have underſtood the 
practice of the Houſe, ſince a Committee of ways and means, 
or the Houſe, might approve any reſolution for extending the 

grants of a former Committee, with this exception, that no ad- 
ditional burthens could be impoſed, except in the land-tax. 
And, in regard to the third objeCtion, a petition might with 
propriety have been preſented, though not without a recom- 
mendation from the Crown, but that did not preclude any 

other mode. This was a tranſaction between the public and 
an individual, and if it was diſadvantageous to the individual, it 
Was not irregular to propoſe, that he ſhould not be held to the 
original bargain. Here he had to obſerve, as a ſtronger proof 
of the power to make ſuch a propoſition, that in caſe a petition 

was moved to be preſented, and the Crown refuſed its recom- 
mendation, it was in the power of any Member” nen. to 


bring 
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bring forward a motion to the ſame effect. The only objec- 
tion, therefore, which admitted of doubt was the firſt; and he 


left it to the decilion of the Houſe, whether this reſolution was 


contradictory, or explanatory, or ſupplemental. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he liſtened with great deference to the 
opinion of the Chair, a and he aſſented to the ſtatement given on 


two of the objections; he thought, however that the reſolution 


was contradictory to former reſolutions in this ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment, as it went to alter an agreement and bargain already 
made, and to make terms contrary to that bargain ſanctioned 
by an act of Parliament, Had it been attempted to take part 

of the profit from the contributors, would not the form have 


been objected? He ſhould be ſorry, however, if the queſtion _ 


was to be got rid of, merely by a point of form, for never was 
there a caſe of more rank depravity, or one that more ſtrong] 

deſerved the name of an iniquitous job, than this tranſaction; 
he hoped that from the impreſſion made out of doors, by the 
arguments againſt the meaſure, and the comparative number of 


the diviſion the preceding night, that the right honourable 
Gentleman would not have ſtood upon a point of form; but 


bave explained the ſubſtantial merits on which he defends this 


meaſure. If it were conſiſtent with regularity he would wiſh 


to alk, Whether there had been any promiſe or engagement 
with the comebutors to the loan of 18 millions, that there | 


was to be c other loan for the year? 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer (aid, he underſtood the queſ- 

tion tore the Houle, to be a queſtion of form, which muſt be 
diſpaſed of before any other point was taken up. 

© Sir John Sinclair conſented to wave the queſtion of ſorm. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the caſe here was 


not to undergo a bargain by the act of one party, which had 
been contracted between two. It was to give to the contribu- 


tors an option of which they might avail themſelves. If the 


Houſe thought it a matter of found policy to prevent ſuch a 
Tots to the individual as might in future be prejudicial to the 
public intereſt, they would not think that any expence which 
it might occafion was idly thrown away, It had never been 


contended by Gentlemen on the other fide themſelves, that 


fuch a hard bargain ſhould not be driven for the public as to 
endanger ſuch a conſiderable loſs to individuals as might deter 


them from coming forward to aſſiſt the public. If, on the 

preſent occaſion, unexpected circumftances had produced ſuch 
a loſs as would be highly injurious to the individuals, was not 
this policy to be conſidered? He was not ſurpriſed that thoſe 


who had ever oppoſed the war ſhould be deſirous to hold out in 


odious 
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odious and contemptible colours thoſe who had ſtood forward 
to ſupport the country in a moment of danger and difficulty, 
ere was no intention to benefit any particular claſs of men 
in this tranſaction. The plan of the loan embraced all thoſe 
who choſe to contribute, and if thoſe who do not generally 
ſupport Government are not thoſe who would enjoy the advan- 
tage of the allowance, it was becauſe they did not think proper 
to ſtand forward at a moment when the public ſervice required 
ſupport. As to the queſtion of the honourable Gentleman, it 
was anſwered in the Committee. No expreſs agreement had 
been made as to any future loan. He placed the propriety of 
the preſent meaſure upon grounds of general policy, far out- 


ſure was not without example. There was a precedent for it 
in times to which no man could object. In 1759 the intereſt 
to the contributors to a loan was allowed to commence half a 
year ſooner than was fixed by the terms of the bargain, which 
gave an advantage to the ſubſcriber of 2z per cent. On every 
ground of policy, therefore, he felt it to be his Guy: to og 
forward and ſupport this propoſition. | 
Mr. Sheridan entered at conſiderable length into the nature 
of the queſtion, In the courſe of his ſpeech he obſerved, that, 
_ properly ſpeaking, there were three parties to be conſidered in ; 
a loan. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, the ſubſcribers to 
the loan, and the Houſe of Commons. Taking it in this view, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had deceived the original ſub- 
ſcribers, and was now about to impoſe upon the Houle and de- 
fraud the public. With reſpe& to the 18 million loan, the 
ſubſcribers might he taught to believe that there was not to be 
another loan, but the Chancellor of the Exchequer could not 
expect any thing but that there muſt have been another loan, 
for at that very moment he knew there was a deficiency of ſe- 
ven millions, He took notice of what the Miniſter had ſaid 
upon extraordinary events happening in Europe. He did not 
| fee that there was any reaſon for the Miniſter being aſtoniſhed _ 
at what had happened. He then took notice of the merit of 
the ſubſcribers to this loan. He was willing to give them full 
credit for their public ſpirit ; but the meaſure of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer made it a ſpecies of ſelfiſh public ſpirit, 
and a mercenary avaricious generoſity. If they were left to 
bear the whole of this loſs, they would be entitled to the cha- 
racter of patriots; but this 0 took away all the grace of 
their public ardour. He obſerved alſo, that ſnould it ever hap- 
pen that this bargain might turn out profitable to the ſubſcrib- 
ers by the increale of the funds, there was no proviſion for the 
| Fein 
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balancing any pecuniary burden it might occaſion. The mea- 
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return of one pound one to the public of what was now pro- 
poſed to be voted to theſe loyal, money-lending Gentlemen. 
Indeed it was quite ridiculous to pronounce any panegyrics on 
the loyalty or the patriotiſm of ſubſcribers to loans. It was 
better, becauſe honeſt, to conteſs that they come forward with 
a loan in expectation of profit. The Miniſter knew this; he 
had by this loan loſt much of his credit with the monied men; 
he wiſhed to reſtore himſelf to their favour, and therefore he 
came now to the Houſe to aſk them to repair his credit out of 
the public purſe. - | | 
He had heard, he aid; with aſtoniſhment, for it was im- 
_ poſſible for him to attend the Houle the preceding day, that 
many Gentlemen had given their votes that this money ſhould 
be raiſed upon the public, which money was, a great part of 
it at leaſt, to go into their own pockets, for many of them 
were fabſcribers to the loan. He could not conceive any thing 
more indecent nor more indiſcreet. At a time, let Gentle- 
men ſay what they pleaſed, when the Houſe of Commons was 
extremely unpopular, and deſerved to be fo, for Gentlemen to 
_ diſgrace its proceedings by votes ſo mean and ſelfiſh, was mad- 
neſs. From Miniſters they expected nothing but deception. 
But if theſe proceedings were carried on, the Houſe ot Com- 
mons would become more unpopular even than the Miniſters, 
From the one the people expected only to be cajoled and plun- 
dered, but from the Houle they expected at leaſt ſome atten- 
tion to their intereſts ; however, they have been diſappointed in 
ſuch expectations. This was indeed taking away part of the 
public odium from the Miniſter and fixing it upon the Houſe _ 
of Commons. Gentlemen ſhould beware of doing this when 
they ſaw ſuch bodies of men in a ſtate of deſperate inſubordi- 
nation, for they would increaſe the danger which now threat- 
ened the State, by rendering the Houſe of Commons deſpica- 
ble in the eyes of the people. There was one point more which 
he muſt preis in the way of a queſtion, and he expected an an- 
ſwer from the higheſt authority in that Houſe. He wanted 
to know whether any Member of that Houſe ought to be per- 
mitted to vote on a queſtion in which he was intereſted per- 
ſonally and in a pecuniary ſenſe? They could not even be ex- 
amined as witneſſes in ſuch a caſe in a court of law, and they 
would be objected to by the ſame rule as jurors. He hoped 
theſe Gentlemen would feel the delicacy of their preſent "oy 
ation, and withdraw when the queſtion was put, andif they did 
he doubted very much that the Miniſter would be ſucceſsful 
v * the preſent motion, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Secretary Dundas roſe in conſequence of the laſt obſer- 
vation which had been made in the courſe of this debate. With 
reſpect to the conduct of any individual Member, he appre- 
hended that nobody had any right to queſtion the motive of it; 


that muſt be left as a queſtion of conſcience and individual 


feeling. Every man knew beſt himſelf whether he deſerved 


ſuch imputations as had been thrown out that night or not, and 


he knew of no means of deciding it. He then entered upon 
the merits of the ſubſcribers, and defended the preſent propo- 
fition in their favour. He thought that Gentlemen might, if, 
they pleaſed, retire from delicacy upon this point becauſe they 
were ſubſcribers, bat he thought there was a duty upon them 


paramount to all others, which included feelings of honour as | 


well as every other conſideration—he meant the duty of a 
Member of Parliament to expreſs by his vote his opinion upon 
every public meaſure that came before him, and upon that 


view of the ſubject he had made up his mind to vote for the 
_ queſtion, Should there be any difficulty upon the point of in- 
fluence, which he did not feel, for although he was a ſub- 
ſcriber to the amount of 16,000t he was above. being influ- 
_ enced in his vote for a few hundreds. He truſted that other 


Gentlemen felt as he did; but ſhould there be any difficulty 


upon that ſubject, Members might declare their intention of 


not benefiting by the meaſure which was now propoſed. 


Lord W. Ruſſell diſapproved of this meaſure highly. He 


thought nothing of the patriotiſm of theſe ſubſcribers, if they 


accepted of the price which was now propoſed to be given for 


it. Such would be patriotiſm brought to market, and knocked 


down by the hammer to the beſt bidder. 'There were „however, 
gentlemen among theſe ſubſcribers who really felt as patriots 


\ ought to feel, and who diſſented from this meaſure, amon 


among whom he mentioned, to his honour, Mr. Hoare, a 


banker, who was a ſubſcriber to the amount of 50,000]. 


1 he Chancellor of the Exchequer explained. If Gentlemen 
attached to Government, by ſubſcribing riſked a certain ſa- 
crifice, and others did not chooſe to come forward in aid of 
the public, as there was no limitation or excluſion, it was 
unfair that any invidious 1 impurations ſhould be thrown out 


upon the ſubſcriber. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas alſo explained. 


Mr. Manning faid, he felt great anxiety upon che ptefeat 
queſtion, He wiſhed to do complete j juſtice, and to do nei- 
t er more nor leſs than his duty. He "wiſhed, with ſubmiſ- 


fon, to put to the Chair a queſtion, which Was, Whether a 


| Member - 


3 
— 
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Member of that Houſe, who was a ſubſcriber, could, with 
propriety, and conſiſtently with the practice of the Houſe, 
vote upon the preſent queſtion? He was not in the Houſe 
the preceding day. He therefore had not voted. He wanted in- 
formation upon that point. This was not a remote or contin- 
gent intereſt in the Members of the Houſe who were tub- 
{cribers, but a direct pecuniary intereſt. He ſhould be ex- 


1 ſorry to with-hold his vote, if it was right to give 


; he ſhould alſo be ſorry to give it, if the practice of the 
Houſe was againſt his voting. 


The Speaker ſaid “ Having been appealed to in ſo diſtin 


a · manner by the Honourable Member who ſpoke laſt, it is my 
duty to ſtate to him and the Houſe. what appear to me to be 
the rule and practice of the Houſe upon queſtions of this na- 


ture. I have always underſtood the rule and practice of the 


Houſe to be, that no member can regularly (ſubject to ſome 
| quali cation) vote on any queſtion which involves in it an 
immediate intereſt of ſuch Member. This, I have ſaid, is 
ſubject to ſome qualification. I will not detain the Houſe 
by entering into the detail of that qualification at preſent. 
But when any meaſure is ſubmitted to the Houſe, the ſub- 


ſtance of which is to confer a pecuniary advantage, or dimi- 


niſh a loſs, which is the ſame thing, 1am fatisfied it is not 
conſiſtent with that mode of proceeding which the Houſe has 


adopted on occaſions of delicacy and importance, that any 


Member ſhould vote on a meaſure by which he intends to 


derive any benefit | in caſe that meaſure thould be carried into | 


law. 


Mr. Manning ſaid he was much ablived to the Speaker for 


delivering ſo clear an opinion; and alter a few words, ex- 


preſſive of his ſituation of a Bank Director and ſubſcriber to 
the loan, declared he ſhould decline voting upon this queſtion. 
The Speater “ I am extremely deſirous of being diſtinctly 
underſtood by the Houſe upon this important queſtion. It 
does not appear to me to be poſſible for the Houle, under any 
exiſting rule or order, to preclude any Member from voting. 
But I will ſtate what appears to me to be the practice of the 
Houſe as far as my reſearches have gone. The only prece- 
dent that I have been able to find analogous to this cale, | is to 
de met with in the latter end of the laſt century, in 1664; 
there it appears that a Member voted in a queſtion in Which 
he was directly intereſted, and his vote was diſallowed after- 
wards on a diviſion. If, therefore, any Members vote upon a 


queſtion which includes that ſpecies of intereſt inthe ny 
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of the Houſe, the Houſe may afterwards diſallow their votes. 
I muſt however add, that this applies to benefits which they 
expect and intend to derive. If Members who may be in- 
titled to benefit ſhall ſay they do not intend to derive any, it 


will be for the Houſe to judge whether they will allow their 


votes. This I underſtand to be the rule and practice, as ap- 


pears upon the Journals. '] he Houſe may undoubtedly 


make an order for the preſent occaſion, if they think proper. 
But as the practice ſtands, the Houſe, although it cannot pre- 


. clude any Member from voting, may, after the diviſion, an- 


nul the votes that have been given under the circumſtances 


which I have ſtated.” 


The Secretary at War ſaid, that he had no motive for of- 


fering a word upon the ſubjeRt. but his ſenſe of the great im- 


portance attending the point now ſtarted, and his wiſh to pre- 
vent the Houſe receiving a wrong impreſſion from the rule 


they had heard from the Chair, to which rule, and the autho- 


Tity it came from, he implicitly ſubfcribed—but if taken in 


the extent to which gentlemen might wiſh to carry it, it 


would go to affect the character and conſtitution of the 
Houſe ; for few queſtions could ariſe in which ſome or many 


: Members would not be intereſted. He knew no law that 


Members ſhould not ſubſcribe to a loan and why, being 
Members, ſhould they be precluded from voting for that 
loan? The true diſtinction he conceived to be this: the rule 
applied only where the private intereſt was great, and the 
nublic intereſt ſmall; but in this caſe the private intereſt 
was ſmall and the public great, and therefore he would vote 
for the motion. He was no ſubſcriber ; but if he was, that 


| ſhould not reſtrain him from voting. It was eaſy to ſee that 


this, like every other meaſure, was made uſe of to degrade 


and vilify the intentions of Gentlemen who voted on his 


fide, for endeavouring to ſupport the conſtitution of the 
Houſe, while thoſe who did ſo were themſelves giving eve 
reaſon to believe, that they were meaning to defiroy the Houle 
under the ſpecious pretext of reform. 
Mr. Tierney called to order. And a doubt ſeeming to exiſt 
of the propriety of the interruption, he ſaid, that it was out 
of order to ſay that the Member who made a motion for re- 
form had it in view to deſtroy the Houſe. _ 

The Speaker ſaid the right | hon. Gentleman had faid no 5 
ſuch thing. 
Mr. Windham replied, that what by had ſaid, and what he 
would avow, was, that the intention of many reformers was 


to 
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to deſtroy the Houſe, without meaning to allude to the hon. 
Member (Mr. Grey) who brought forward the meaſure laſt 


week, and againſt whom, on many accounts of a. perſonal na- 


ture, and particularly on account of his abſence, he would 
not utter ſuch an inſinuation. 


The Speaker again roſe, and obſerved, that he had always, 


when appealed to, as in the preſent inſtance, given his opinion 


truly and ſincerely, and never hazarded it lightly ; but the 


right hon. gentleman had given a larger Jatitude to his opi- 
nion than what he had ſaid warranted. 'The Houſe would 
recollect he had ſtated there were qualifications. He would, 


however, aepeat the Rule, —** When a meaſure was to confer 


pecuniary advantage, or diminiſh pecuniary loſs, no Member 
who intended or expected to derive any benefit from it, could 
vote.” There were many caſes where the benefit might be 
contingent or remote ; but it was the buſineſs of the Houſe 


to watch them with vigilant jealouſy. The Houſe would 


ſee the rule completely expreſſed, in a variety of ways per- 
fectly familiar to them. If a Member ſigned a petition, he 


could not himſelf preſent it. If a Member was intereſted in 


a bill, he could not himſelf bring it in. "Theſe were the or- 
dinary rules of the Houſe, and from them they would deduce 
the rule that he had ſtated, and apply it as their wiſdom 
ſhould ſee fit. In 1664, tlie wolce” af 4 member intereſted 


was ſpecially diſallowed : and he had taken much pains to 


inform himſelf, had converſed with Gentlemen, who, from 


their ſituation, were beſt qualified to give him information, 


and had attentively examined, and was convinced of the ex- 
iſtence of the rule. 


Mr. Baſtard ſaid, he had the moſt firm and implicit Be SLY 
on the judgment and unbiaſſed integrity of the Speaker. No 
man living was ſo little likely to utter an opinion that was not 


| ſincere, and that was not well-founded, and this was the op: — 


nion of the whole country. This was the rule then, and if it 


had been known the preceding night, the reſolution would not 


have paſſed, ſince there were only 14 majority, and the number 
of intereſted Members were 14, ſo that the queſtion was abſo- 


lutely loſt. He reprobated, in ſtrong terms, the habit Gen- 
tlemen had fallen into of mutual abuſe: one claſs was deter- 
mined to ſupport every abuſe, and accuſed the other of de- 
- ſtroying the Conſtitution, and this it was that ſhook the 
country, this it was that was uſed as a ſyſtem of terror. 
The Speaker Beppe him here, and laid his ſpeech was not 
| applicable. | 


302 Mr. 
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Mr. Baſtard then proceeded to argue upon the merits of 
the caſe, in the ſame manner in which it had been treated by 
the other Gentlemen who oppoſed it, and concluded with 
giving his diſſent to the reſolution. 

Mr. Petre ſaid, that by his ſubſcription he would be en- 
titled to 751. bonus, but declared this would not in the 
ſmalleſt degree influence his vote; if, however, it was the 
opinion of the Houſe that he ought not to ove one, he ſhould 
bow to its decifion. | 

Mr. 7-liffe declared, he would venture to lay, that the 
Houſe of Commons, inſtead of being unpopular, ſtood high 
in the confidence of the people; but to ſecure confidence, 
the Houſe, in his opinion, ought not to adopt the meaſure 
propoſed. : 
Mir. Ryder ſpoke to the queſtion of order, and though he did 
not preſume to call the Speaker's authority in queſtion, he 

contended that the doArine he laid down was ſubject to ſo 
man) qualifications as not to be . to the prolent 
queſtion. _ | 

The Speater again ſtated the rule as applying only to caſes 
of immediate and direct intereſt, and that Gentlemen by 
waving their intereſt might give their votes. 
Mr. Arſtruther, after profeſſing the higheſt 90100 for the 
authority of the Chair, endeavoured to ſhew that the opinion 
delivered by the Speaker was not applicable to the vote of 
that evening. 

Mr. I. Smith declined entering into the general queſtion, 
as there would be many opportunities for diſcuſſing it. The 
honourable Gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe had 
complained of the refined conſtruction of the queſtion, but 
he aſſured them that the country would view it as a very plain 
one. One Gentleman alone in the Houſe was | Intereſted 
3,5 ol. in the deciſion. 

Lord Hauleſo y acquieſccd in the Speaker 8 opinion, that 
thoſe who had an intereſt and meant to preſerve it, had no 
right to vote n this queſtion, he diſclaimed to take any ac- 
vantage, and voted for the reſolution. 

Mix. Sheridan concurred in every word the Speaker had. 
ſpoken, but to bring the queſtion to a point, he moved, That 
the original refolution ſhould be recommitted. _ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer objected to the recommit- 
ment, but withed the diviſion to take place on the reſolution, 
and the votes of thoſe ere tes to be difallowed if * did 
not diſclaim that intereſt. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid he had been 32 years a member. of the 

Houſe ; this was the only loan to which he had ſubſcribed, 

and as he thought the ſubſcribers had no right to receive 


back the 5 per cent. he ſhould not only diſclaim all indivi- 
dual intereſt, but vote againſt the motion. 


* 


Ayes, I wits 36 
Nees, _ — 0 NY 
Majority | 1 


Mr. N moved, That the votes of Mr. George Roſe 
and Mr. Huſkiſon be diſallowed, they not having diſclaimed 
. their intereſt in the bonus before the diviſion. 

Both theſe Gentlemen having afterwards diſclaimed that 
intereſt, it was contended by the other ſide of the Houſe, 
_ that the diſclaimures were ſufficient, and that their votes 
were good. 


After a converſation of conſiderable length, Mr. Tierney 8 
| motion was negatived. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that early 


after the receſs he will bring i in a bill upon the relolution.— 
. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Faipay, June 2. 
pPlvoRCE BILL. | 
| The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houle, on the bill for the Divorce of Sir Godfrey Webſter 
Vaſſall and his lady. 
_ _ Mr. Adam appeared as counſel for lady Vaſſall, and faid, that 
if one clauſerelative to the eſtate was ſtruck out of the bill, he 
| ſhould have no occaſion to trouble the Houſe; if it was not, 
he muſt beg leave to crave the attention of their Lordſhips to 
the objections he had to make to that clauſe. 
Mr. Garrow, as counſel for Sir Godfrey Webſter Vaſſall, 
obſerved that he was not in any manner inſtructed to argue 
upon that clauſe being retained in the bill, but was attending to 
hear the reſult of the determination of their Lordſhips. 
Lord Auckland requeſted the attention of their Lordſhips 
"how's few-moments. He ſaid, there was a clauſe in the bill 
which r their  Lordihips to give the eſtate therein men - 


tioned. 
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tioned to Sir Godfrey Webſter Vaſſall, an entire ſtranger to 
the eſtate. He conceived this to be contrary to every principle 
of law, and moved to have that clauſe expunged. 

Lord Romney confeſſed his doubts upon the ſubject, and re- 
queſted the — of the learned Lord on the woolſack to re- 
move them. 

The Lord Chancellor: from the croſs bench, ialiverd his 
opinion in favour of the clauſe being expunged. His Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, that where there was any ground of right reſiding in 
the huſband to the eſtate, or any part of it, the Houſe would 
certainly interfere in his behalf; but in the preſent caſe it ap- 
peared that Sir Godfrey Vaſſall was an entire ſtranger to 
it. Where the huſband had a claim on an eſtate for life, 
in right of his wife, which of courſe by the marriage veſted 
in him during her life, or where he could claim under the 
courteſy of England, as having had iſſue by the marriage veſted 
in him during her life, in all ſuch caſes the Houſe would in- 
terfere, but in this caſe, the grandfather of the lady havin 
left all his eſtates to his grand-daughter, the preſent lady Vaſſall, 
for the Houſe to interfere, and to give away an eſtate, in 
direct oppoſition to the will of the teſtator, for Sir Godfrey 
Webſter Vaſſall under all the circumſtances of the caſe, was 
to all intents and purpoſes a ſtranger to the eſtate, There 
was another clauſe which he alſo thought repugnant to law, 
and which ought alſo to be excluded. : 
Lord Romney confeſſed himfelf to be perfeAly ſatisfied with 
the opinion of the noble and learned Lord. : 

The two clauſes were ordered to be expunged, the report 
was received, and the bill ordered to be read a third time the 
next day. 


VAGRANT BILL, ” 


It was moved that the Committee on this bill be deferred 
till Thurſday next. | 

The Earl of Radnor faid, that as he could not attend LH 
Thurſday | next, he begged ws: to obſerve, that there were 
ſeveral hardſhips in the bill to which the wives of ſoldiers 
and ſailors were ſubjected, which he hoped would be attended 
to. They were ſuch, he faid as he had heard a whole bench 
of juſtices declare, they would not put the law in force on 
them, (This declaration was not made on the bench.)  _ 

The Lord Chancellor agreed with the noble Lord in A great 
many of his obſervations. And as to the obſervations of the 
. . N juſtices, 
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juſtices, in the way they had made it, he thought they had not 
only ſhewn their knowledge of the true meaning of the law, 


but had particularly evinced their prudence in acting under 


it. He hoped, therefore, their Lordſhips would give the ſub- 


jet every poſſible degree of mature and deliberate conſidera- 
tion againſt Thurſday next. 


CONSIDERATION OF HIS MAJESTY'S MESSAGE. 


Lord Grenville moved the order of the day for the Houſe to | 


take into conſideration the meſſage from the king on the 
mutiny of the ſeamen. The meſſage being read, 

Lord Grenville ſaid, he was perfectly perſuaded there was 
but one voice in the Houſe, and in the country at large, with 


regard to the ſubject of the meſſage which their Lordſhips 


had juſt heard read. Every good man muſt deeply regret, that 


the claſs of men to which tlie meſſage referred, who had been 


the pride and glory of Britain, upon whoſe valour and exertions 
the ſecurity of the country at all times ſo much depended, 


every man mult regret that they had ſo far forgotten every 


principle of duty, and had acted in a manner ſo inconſiſtent 
with the genuine character of Britiſh ſeamen. If ſuch conduct 
was perſevered in, it muſt be attended with the moſt dreadful 


conſequences to the country. It was matter of aſtoniſnment 


that the inſinuations and arts of any man whatever could ſo 


far influence the minds of the brave defenders of their country, 
for brave defenders they had been, as to ſeduce them from the 


regular and ordinary diſcharge of their duty. They had not 


only been guilty of divers acts of mutiny and diſobedience of 
orders, but had even proceeded to other acts of the moſt hein- 
ous and treaſonable nature. They had ſo far deviated from 


their former character of pride and honour; as to turn their 
backs on their country at this important conjuncture, when 
their ſervices were moſt of all wanted; and when the ſecurity 
of the country, and of every thing that was dear and valuable, 
reſted ſo much upon their exertions and loyalty. Under 
theſe circumſtances he was determined, and every man in the 
Houſe and in the country muſt he determined, to adopt with 
| firmneſs and deciſion ſuch meaſures as the nature of the caſe 
ſeemed to call for. To attempt to impreſs on the minds of 
their Lordſhips the neceſſity of ſuch meaſures, would onl 
be a waſte of time ; and imply a doubt, which his Lordſhip 
declared, he did not entertain, of the univerfality of the ſenti- 
ment in that Hole, 3 as well as Nied the whole country. 


He 
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He ſhould therefore move, That an humble Addreſs be 


prefented to his Majeſty, to return his Majeſty the thanks of 
that Houſe for his mcſt gracious communication, and to aſſure 


his Majeſty that that Houſe would moſt heartily co-operate 


with him in adopting every meaſure which could tend, at 


the preſent important criſis, to provide for the e; of the 


public, &c.““ 
When the Lord Chancellor put the queſtion on this motion, 
—— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
_ Frinay, June 2. 
Scorch MILITIA. 
Mr. 3 Dundas ſaid, he had to call the attention of -” 


| the Houle to the ſtate of the military force in Scotland. The 
object of the motion with which he ſhould conclude, was to 


creaſe the military force ſo far as might relate to any at- 


tempts of the enemy in that country. Should there be any 


alarm of:Ivaſion there, the beſt way was to truſt to the ardour 


of the people, who had manifeſted a diſpoſition already, that 
cälearly proved that thofe who had arms would uſe them againſt. 


the enemy, and thoſe who had not any arms wiſhed to have 


them. To encourage that ſpirit, he moved, © That leave be 


* given to bring in a Bill to raiſe and embody. a Militia Force 
e in that part of Great Britain called Scotland.“ Leave given. 
Mr. Roe brought up a Bill for granting additional Duties to 


his Majeſty on Diſtilleries in the Highlands of Scotland, and 


for altering the limits thereof, &c. Read a firſt time, arid or- | 


tered to be read a ſecond time on Wedneſday next. 


A Meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, that their 


| Lordſhips had agreed to the Addreſs of the Houſe to be preſent- 
ed to his Majeſty, relative to the promulgation of the Statutes. 


Mr. Abbot moved, That this Addreſs be taken into  confle 
« deration on Wedneſday. 2 Ordered. 0 | 


SEAMEN. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the 


= Day, for taking his Majeſty's Meſſage into conſideration. | 


"The Meſſage being read, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeded to the following 
effect: | . 
; 3 as the preſent occaGion i is, feel that it will not be 
neceſſary for me to detain the Houſe with a long detail upon 
the as ag of the Gracious Communication from the 2 
— 2 w ich 
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- which has now been read to us. By that communication we 
learn that all the benefit of his Majeſty's gracious favour, which 
reſtored ſatisfaction to part of his Majeſty's forces, was attend- 


ed with every mark of duty and e by that part, and 
were extended to the whole of his Majeſty's fleet; but that ne- 
vertheleſs there are now at the Nore deluded perſons who have 


perſiſted in diſobedience, and proceeded to open acts of mutiny 
and diſorder, although all the ſame benefits have beer allowed 


to them; the ſame liberal allowance which was agreed upon 
by Parliament, and his Majeſty's moſt gracious pardon, bas 

been offered to them in the ſame generous manner as it was to 

thoſe who have returned to their duty. We have the mortifi- 


cation now to learn that mutiny is carried on to the moſt dan- 


gerous and criminal exceſs, to ſuch a length, that the perſons 
concerned in it, have gone into open and undiſguiſed hoſtility 
againſt his Majeſty's forces acting under orders and Rs 
from regular authority. Much as we muſt deplore ſuch events, 
much as we mult feel them as an aggravation of the public dif- 
ficulties with which we have to contend, yet I am ſure we all 
feel it to be the duty of the Houſe of Commons to ſhew to its 


_ Conſtituents, and to the world at large, that there is no diffi- 


culty which they will not meet with firmneſs, and reſolution 
deciſive; that we will take meaſures to extricate the country 
from its difficulties in a, manner that is worthy of the repre- 


ſentatives of a great, a brave, a powerful, and free People. 1 


am perſuaded, that under our preſent circumſtances, we. cari 
have no heſitation in laying at the foot of the Throne an Ad- 
dreſs of aſſurance, that we will afford his Majeſty every effec- 


tual ſupport in our power; that we will counteract, as far as 


we can, fo fatal an example as has, by the moſt. conſummate 


wickedneſs, been ſet to his Majeſty's Naval force; that we 


will ſhew that we feel a juſt indignation againſt a conduct fo 


unworthy of, ſo inconſiſtent with the manly and generous cha- 


racter of Britiſh Seamen ; that we feel reſentment at ſo un- 
grateful a return to the generoſity of a liberal Parliament, and 
the mildneſs and benignity of an illuſtrious Throne. I rruſt 
that we ſhall recollect what our duty is in ſuch a conjunQure; 
I truſt too, that as theſe late proceedings are utterly repugnant 
to the real ſpirit of the Britiſh Seamen, contrary to the cobduct 


which has eſtabliſhed the glory of the Britiſh Navy, and the 


| renown of the Britiſh Nation, it will appear that it was not in 


the hearts of the Britiſh Seamen that ſuch mutinous principles 


originated. I truſt that we ſhall ſhew alſo, that if there are 


among us thoſe who are ehemies to the fundamental intereſts 


of this country, to its glory, to its ſafety, and to its exiſtence as 
Vol. II. 1797. 9 


3 H | aà nation, 


— 
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a,nation, whoſe malignity is directed to the honour and even 
exiſtence of our Navy, wh carry. on their diabolical artifice by 
Miſrepreſentation of facts, to pervert the diſpoſitions and change 
the principles of the Seamen, by inſtilling into their minds falfe 
Alarms and apprehenſions, and prevail upon them to do acts 
contrary to their inſtinct, and that too when they are called 


upon to contend with an enemy, 1 truſt, I ſay, that if Re 


among us ſuch. foes, that they may be detected and dealt with 
as they deſerve. Our indignation ſhould be more active againſt 


the ſeducers than the ſeduced and miſguided, 


* 


Whether, according to the exiſting law againſt the open at- 


tempts that we hive den male upon another branch of his 


1%; aid Graders to ſhake its loyalty, but which, to the honour 
of that body, remains unmoved, and I truft is immoveable, we 


pollels power enough to puniſh, as they deſerve, ſuch wicked 


offenders, may be a matter perhaps of doubt, I ſhall, how- 
ever, inſtantly proceed to that part of the recommendation in 


his Majeſty's Meſſage, and to ſtate my ideas upon the law 


zpainſt perſons who ſhall excite his Majeſty's forces to mutiny 


ox diſobedience. It is not neceſſary for mẽ to enter now into 
t PR upon that ſubject; but I feel it my duty to ſtate, that 


if 


the Addreſs which I ſhall move ſhall 'meet, as I hope and 


_ confidently truſt it will, the unanimous ſenſe of the Houſe, 1 
hall a rp move for leave to bring in a Bill for the bet- 
ter prevention of the crit ave a! 
great criminality in the offence itſelf, and in my opinion great 
danger in delaying to provide a remedy againſt it. There is 
every ground on which the principle of penal law proceeds to 
provide ſome remedy, The heinouſneſs of the 
the danger of it, but, perhaps, that may not paſs unanimouſly ; 
however, I confeſs it appears to me that by the law as it lands, 
we cannot properly reach the atrociouſneſs of the guilt, and 
prevent in time the effect of the malignity of the criminals, 
Whoſe intentions we all feel it our wiſh, as much as we know 
it to be our duty, to conteract; and while we all feel it to be 
dur duty to enter on the conſideration of ſuch legiſlative provi- 
ion, I truſt we all feel alſo, that it is our duty to expreſs our 
© firm perſuaſion, and I am confident 1 {hall not be difappoitited, 
that the public will be convinced, that Parliament is not want- 


the crime T have already ſtated. There is 


offence, and 


* 
5 


ip in its duty at ſuch a criſis'&f public affairs. I truſt alſo, 
that we ſhall not be diſappointed in our expectation of the 
ſpirit of the public collectively, or individually; that they will 
not be wanting in their exertibns in ſuch a eriſis; that they 


will be animated collectively and individually with a ſpirit that 


will give energy and effect to their exertions; that every man 


ine 
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who feels that he deſerves the name of an Engliſhman, will | 


do his utmoſt endeavour to counteract the machinations of 


all incendiary perſons who wiſh to turn his Majeſty's forces 


out of the path of their rs part that every man in the 
kingdom who has a heart in 
counteract the ſpirit of diſaffection and diſſoyalty, and will 


_ enforce, as far as he lawfully can, a ſpirit of ſubmiſſion to 
regular authority ; that all the inhabitants of the kingdom . 


weill unite. in one common defence againſt internal enemies, 
to maintain the general ſecurity of the kingdom, by provid- 
ing for the local ſecurity of each particular diſtrict; that we 
ſhall all remember, that by ſo doing we ſhall give the fulleſt 
ſcope to his Majeſty's forces againſt foreign enemies, and 
alſo the fulleſt ſcope to the known valour and unſhaken ſo- 
lidity of the military force of the kingdom againſt thoſe who 
ſhall endeavour to diſturb its internal tranquillity. Such'are 
the principles which I feel, and upon which I ſhall act for 
myſelf; and ſuch are the principles, and will be the con- 
duct, I hope, of every man in this Houſe and out of it; 
ſuch are the ſentiments that are implanted in us all; fuch the 
feelings that are inherent in the breaſt of every Engliſhman, 
1 ſhould inſult the Houſe by ſhewing that I diſtruſted its 
character, and the character of the country if I ſaid more, 
and I ſhould have neglected my duty if I had faid leſs. 1 
now move you, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty. 


4e To this purport: : To Set the concern and ldianaes AY the Houſe 


feel at the heinous conduct of thoſe who had attempted to ſeduce the ſeamen from 
their duty and allegiance; to aſſure his Majeſty that they were ready to afford the 


utmoſt aſſiſtance to the paternal endeavours of his Majeſty to reſtore diſcipline and 
ſubordination in the Navy, and to adopt every meaſure which ean tend at this im- 

1 portant conjunAure to provide for the public ſecurity; and that they would pro- 
f ceed without delay to conſider of making more effectual proviſions for the preven- 
Y tion and puniſhment of all traiterous attempts to excite ſedition and mutiny in his 
Majeſty's ſervice, or to withdraw any part of his Majeſty' s forces, by ſea or land, 
from their duty and allegiance to him, and from that obedience and diſcipline 


Which are ſo important and neceſſary; ; and to aſſure his Majeſty that the Houſe of 


Commons had the fulleſt reliance on the loyalty of his Majeſty's ſubjeQs, and that 

they would de eager to contribute their utmoſt exertions upon every gccaflon for 
dhe ſuppart of legal authority, the maintenance of peace ad Frm and ME . 
proſperity! and ated of rhe Britiſh Epi 52 . 7 
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| nation, whoſe malignity is directed to the honour and even 
exiſtence of dur Navy, io carry on their diabolical artifice by 
Miſrepreſentation of facts, to pervert the diſpoſitions and change 
the principles of the Seamen, by inſtilling into their minds falts | 
Alarms and apprehenſions, and prevail upon them to do acts 
contrary. to their inſtinct, and that too when they are called 
upon to contend with an enemy, I truſt, I ſay, that if there be 
among us ſuch foes, that they may be detected and dealt with 
as they deſerve. Our indignation ſhould be more active againſt 
the ſeducers than the ſeduced and miſguided © © 
Whether, according to the exiſting law againſt the open at- 
-tempts that we have ſeen made upon 7 8 branch of his 
Majeſty's ſervice to ſhake its loyalty, but which, to the honour 
of that body, remains unmoved, and I truft is immoveable, we 
poſſeſs power enough to puniſh, as they deſerve, ſuch wicked 
offenders, may be a matter perhaps of doubt. I ſhall, how- 
ever, inſtantly proceed to that part of the recommendation in 
his Majeſty's Meſſage, and to ſtate my ideas upon the law 
Againſt perſons who ſhall excite his Majeſty's forces to'mutiny = 
or diſobedience. It is not neceſſary for me to enter now into 
particulars upon that ſubjeCt ; but I feel it my duty to ſtate, that 
if the Addreſs which I ſhall move ſhall 'meet, as I Hope and 
_ Eonifidently truſt it will, the unanimous ſenſe of the Houſe, 1 
ſhall immediately move for leave to bring in a Bill for the bet- 
ter prevention of the crime T have already ſtated. There is 
great criminality in the offence itſelf, and in my opinion great 
danger in delaying to provide a remedy againſt it. There is 
every ground on which the principle of penal law proceeds to 
provide ſome. remedy, The heinouſneſs of the offence, and 
the danger of it, but, perhaps, that may not paſs unanimouſly ; 
however, I confeſs it appears to me that by the law as it ſtands, 
ve cannot properly reach the atrociouſneſs of the guilt, and 
prevent in time the effect of the malignity of the criminals, 
_ Whoſe intentions we all feel it our wiſh, as much as we know 
it to be our duty, to conteract; and while we all feel it to be 
dur duty to enter on the conſideration of ſuch legiſlative provi- 
ion, I truſt we all feel alſo, that it is our duty to expreſs our 
firm perſuaſion, and I am confident I ſhall not be diſappointed, 
that the public will be convinced, that Parliament is not want- 
ing in its duty at ſuch a criſis 'of public affairs. I truſt alſo, 
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that we ſhall not be diſappointed in our expectation of the 
ſpirit of the public collectively, or individually; that they will 
not be wanting in their exertibns in ſuch a criſis; that they 
will be animated colleCtively and individually with a ſpirit that 
will give energy and effect to their exertions; that every was 
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who feels that he deſerves the name of an En liſhman, will 


do his utmoſt endeavour to counteract the machinations of 
all incendiary perſons who with to turn his Majeſty's forces 


out of the path of their allegiance ; that every man in the 


kingdom who has a heart in his breaſt will do all he can to 


counteract the ſpirit of diſaffection and diſſoyalty, and will 
: enforce, as for as he lawfully can, a TE of ſubmiſſi on to 


2 I hope, X* every man in this Houſe and out of it; 
ſuch are the ſentiments that are implanted in us all ; fuch the 


feelings that are inherent in the breaſt of every Engliſhman. 


I ſhould inſult the Houſe by ſhewing that I diſtruſted its 
character, and the character of the country if I ſaid more 
and I ſhould have neglected my duty if I had faid leſs. 


now move Ju, That an humble Agerels be praſentes to La, 


Majeſty. 


be T0 this durport: To Anden the © concern and Wagna which the Houſe | 


| feel at the heinous conduct of thoſe who had attempted to ſeduce the ſeamen from 
their duty and allegiance ; to aſſure his Majeſty that they were ready to afford the 


utmoſt aſſiſtance to the paternal endeavours of his Majeſty to reſtore diſcipline and 


| ſubordination i in the Navy, and to adopt every meaſure which can tend at'this im- 


0 portant conjunAure to provide for the public ſecurity ; and that they would pro- 
ceed without delay to conſider of making more effectual proviſions for the preven- 

4 tion and puniſhment of all traiterous attempts to excite ſedition and mutiny i in his 

Majeſty's ſervice, or to withdraw any part of his Majeſty's forces, by ſea or land, | 

from their duty and allegiance to him, and from that obedience and diſcipline | 


| Which are ſo important and neceſſary; and to aſſure his Majeſty that the Houſe of 


'p Commons had the fulleſt reliance on the loyalty of his Majeſty's ſubjets, and that 
"they would be eager to contribute their utmoſt exertions upon every occaſion for 


5 the ſuppart of legal authority, the maintenance of peace and Ft and the F 
7 e and Las | of the En . | 5 - Bk 
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» Falliffe ſaid, hat, however cautious the Houſe ads 5 
to 0ᷣ be in. extending the code of penal ſtatutes, yet he thought 
it im offible but that the motion now propoſed-by the right - * 
hon. "Gentleman would paſs unanimouſly in that Hojife z for, 
whatever ſentiments perſons might entertain with regard to 
different forms of Government, or the merits or demerits of 
the individuals who were concerned in the adminiſtration of 
affairs, there could be but one opinion upon this point, that! 
there mult be diſcipline and ſubordination both in the army 
and navy; without which, it was impoſſible that the coun- 7 
try. could repel the attacks of foreign enemies, maintain in- 
ternal, peace, or, in ſhort, that civil ſociety could ſubſiſt. 

He rolled, therefore, that whatever objections the country 
might have to the component branches of adminiſtration, 
yet, that when they ſaw the negeſſity of exertions againſt 


both. foreign and domeſtic enemies, they would act with that 


ſpirit and unanimity which the ee of denmänsen re- 
uired. 05 
A Mr. W. Smith ſaid, that there was no man in the Houſe 
who felt more than he did the propriety of the ſentiments 
| conveyed by the ſpeech of the Miniſter upon this occaſion, = 
and the pro riety of the ſpirit of the Addreſs. He ſhould 
8 endeayour. to conduct himſelf as to leave no room for any 
one to doubt the ſincerity of his profeſſions. -But he de- 
plored that ſpecies of eloquence which had been uſed in and 
out of that Houſe, by which it was endeavoured: to ſhew that 
Miniſters were identified with the ſafety of the Conſtitution _ 
of this country. However, he ſhould concur in the preſent 
- meaſure, at the ſame. time holding: himſelf free to expreſs, 
either out of that Hauſe or in it, whateyer appeared to him 
to be ag ainſt adminiſtration, without iwpeschisg ene 15 
of TE be was now doing. 18] 
> Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that whatever. difference in political 
opinion might prevail among gentlemen in that Houſe, they. 
were now come to a time when his Majeſty had an un- 
doubted right to call upon all his ſubjects, af every rank, 


claſs,. and n. for their zealous .co-aperation in 


maintaining the due execution of the laws, and in giving 
_ every., poſſible efficiency to: the, meaſures of Government. - 
Howeyer. juſtly. it might be, contended, that there did exiſt 


ſtrong, grounds s of reprehenſion and cauſes for future com- \ 


, ge againſt adminiltrationy yet ſuch; conſiderations were, 


is opinion, at 975 moment completely out of the < 


guet jan, and and abe Hou! e Was NOW * d nniteb 
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to 


moſt earneſtly with his Majeſty againſt the fatal effects that 
might be produced by the perſevereance in mutiny, and the 
dangerous diſobedience of thoſe ſhips mentioned in his Ma- 


jeſty's moſt gracious meſſage. He once did intend to have 


ſubmitted to the Houfe, a propoſition, the efficacy of which 
appeared to his mind ſo powerful, that it would, if adopted, 


have prevented the ſubject of the preſent diſcuſſion from 


taking place. But ſuch'a meaſure was now become ufcleſ*, 


and from the events which had ſince happened, improper to 


be applied as a remedy. He Jamented that the proceedings 


of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty had not proved 


ſucceſsful, but he was induced to believe, that the failure 


_ aroſe, in ſome degree from the manner in which they were + 
conducted. While ſome matters were granted, ſome were 
re fuſed, and when a Board of Admiralty had come down, 


after giving their refuſal to the demands of the ſailors in the 


firſt inſtance, nothing was, in eonſequence of ſuch a cm- 
pliance, apprehended as a danger on the part of the ſeamen, 


however extravagant their terms might be made. In alluding 
to the propoſition which he meant to have fubmitted to the 
Houſe, it was his intention to have moved for the appoint- 


ment of a commiſſion, compoſed of men of all parties and 
deſcriptions, 'who might in their proceedings have been em- 
powered to examine the claims of the ſeamen, to have ac- 
ceded to thoſe that appeared juſt and 'well-fourided, and to 
have rejected thoſe which were improper in their nature, 


and imprudent and dangerous to grant. Thus a commiſ- 


| ſion, formed in the way which he wiſhed, would have come 5 
at once to a definitive concluſion, by expreſsly ſtating, «We veg 
have gone thus far in agreeing to your demands, and no 


farther will we make conceſſions, which we conceive both 


dangerous and unjuſt.” Though he ſincerely deplored that 


the propoſition had not been carried into execution. he was 


ready to admit that it was now become uſeleſs. 'The fatal 


perſeverance in the mutiny, had placed the 5 
ſituation deferibed by the right hon. Gentleman, {Mr 


in the 
Pitt) 


and no perſon could feel more indignation againſt the foul $2. 


incendiaties who had eauſed it, than himſelf, He was at 
firſt induced tothink, that the mutineers had acted under the 
impulſe of momentary delufion and miſtake, but their fub- * ; 
ty 


7 


ſequent and continued conduct convinced him, that ſome. 
thing more than deluſion operated on their minds, and that 
a rooted fpifit vf diſobedience had taken place ee PR 


and toyal fentitnents With wich they had 
F e occaſions, 
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occaſions, conſtantly animated. If there was, indeed, a rot 


in the wooden walls of old England, our decay could not be 
very diſtant. The queſtion, as it evidently appeared to his 
view, was not about this or that conceſſion, but whether the 


country ſhould be laid proſtrate at the feet of France? It 


was, in fact, a matter of no moment, whether it was laid 
proſtrate at the feet of Monarchical or Republican France, 
for ſtill the event would be equally fatal, equally deſtructive. 


The national commerce would neceſſarily prove the great 
object of the enemy's vengeance, and. thoſe miſtaken men, 
Who might be inſtrumental in producing ſo dreadful a criſis, 


would ſuffer moll eſſentially in their deareſt intereſts, Hav- 
ing ſaid thus much with reſpe& to the firſt part of the ad- 
dreſs, he felt himſelf called on to declare, that he could not 
oive his conſent to the latter part of it, for he was con- 
vinced, vnleſs the Houſe would make a neceſſary diſtinction 
between giving their firm and decided ſupport to the Execu- 


tive Government, againſt both foreign and domeſtic ene- 


mies, and between identifying the preſent Miniſters with the 
government of the country, nothing ſolid and beneficial 


could be done for the public ſafety. He could not abſtain 


from charging his Majeſty's Miniſters with having pro- 
duced by their weak and imprudent conduct, the calamities 


in which the nation was involved, although he perfectly 


agreed with them in expreſſing his indignation on the ſubject. 


under diſcuſſion; and when he came to conſider the manner 


in which the Treaſon and Sedition bills were announced, 
fomewhat of an equal pledge with the preſent was preſſed 


upon the Houſe. He was, conſequently juſtified in expreſ- 
ſing his reluctance to aſſent to that part of the addreſs which 


reſpected the extenſion of the criminal code, on the ſame 
grounds as he objected to pledge himſelf to agree to the two 
bills which had paſſed. He ſhould conſider himſelf bound 
to look with a very jealous eye on any meaſure of the legiſla- 
ture, which went to increaſe the number of ſanguinary penal 
laws. It was neceſſary, firſt, to enquire and aſcertain, whe-. 
ther the preſent laws were deficient for the attainment of the 
ends propoſed in the addreſs, and he could not but recol- 


lect, with great regret, that an act ſomewhat ſimilar in its 


nature to that propoſed by the right hon. Gentleman, had 
deen paſſed in another country. If the bill went, therefore, 
to extend the ſanguinary code of penal laws, without ſtrong 
and ſufficient grounds, he ſhould conſider himſelf warranted 


Iv Ng FO Nh his aſſent to that part of the addreſs. For 
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that mode of legiſlation had been continually and ſyſtemati: 


cally increaſed under the preſent Adminiftration ; and what 
was to him a moſt important confideration, it had uniformly 


produced the very evil which it was intended to prevent. It 


was not requiſite for him to reaſon at any length in ſupport of 


that opinion, ſince facts operated ſo fatally to enforce it. He 


would aſk, was not the preſent mutiny a proof that the ſpirit 
of ſedition had increaſed, notwithſtanding the hills which Had 
been introduced by his Majeſty's Minifters ? They had alto 
thought proper to adopt another remedy, which was conceived 


to be effeEtual. They had eſtabliſhed the ſyſtgamef barracks, 

on which millions of the public money bad, een expended, 
and the Houſe was then told that ſuch a ſyſtemn would keep the 
ſoldiers out of the way of ſeduction, and prevent them from 
being expoſed to the intrigues of the emiſfaries of faction. The 
Houſe was alſo told, that if the people could not be dumb, the 
foldiers ſhould be made deaf. There was, he maintained, no 

proof whatever before the Houſe to ſhew that there was an 
deficiency in the exiſting laws to provide for the evil complamd 
of, and until that proof was fairly made out, Gentlemen could 
not, with any degree of conſiſtency, pledge themſelves to give 
their ſapport to the bill. Knowing, from experience, that 
the moment the 'Leyiſlature ſhould agree to increaſe the code 
of ſanguinary penal laws, they would alſo agree to increaſe the 
evil intended to be remedied; he could not therefore give his 


aſſent to that part of the Addreſs. But as the right honoutable 


Gentleman withed ſo very much for ynanimity in Parliament 
on a ſubject he was ready to confeſs of the moſt ſerious import- 
ance, he ſhould not, for his part, interrupt that unanimity, 
and he would therefore vote for the Address. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas concurred entirely with Mr. Sheri- 


dan in a great part of his ſpeech. His country was much in- 


debted to him for his conduct in the whole of this moſt im- 
portant ſubject, and moſt of all for his excellent reaſoning and 
eloquence againſt mutiny that day. He ſhould: not | weaken 
the force of that eloquence by going over the ſubject again. 


He roſe chiefly for the purpoſe of correcting a iniſtake Which 
he wiſhed neither that honourable Member, nor any Gentle- 


man in or out of that Houſe, to be under; it was that of an 
idea that the Board of Admiralty had made conceſſions to the 
fſailors at Sheerneſs. The fact was, that they had made no 
| fach conceſſions, At firſt it was deſſted to go down, aud 1 
_ refuſed to go. Had they gone then tliey would have been cri- 
minal, for it was then intended to propoſe certain teritis to the 


ſeamen, different from thoſe which had been granted already to 


the 
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the fleet at large, when the affair was ſettled with the fleet 
under the command of Lord Bridport ; they therefore refuſed 
to go down to grant any redreſs as it was aſked for. They af- 
terwards underſtood that granting his Majeſty's pardon would 
be ſufficieut. Had they refuſed to go down for that purpoſe 
he thought they would have been criminal. For this purpoſe 
they did go, but finding it was not ſufficient, but that a nego- 
ciation was propoſed for redreſs of grievances, they came away, 
after ſaying they would enter into no negociation for the re- 
dreſs of grievances, and would only grant the terms which 
were accepted by the fleet under the command of Lord Brid- 
port, and extend his Majeſty's pardon to what had-paſſed. 
With regard to what had been urged by the honourable. 
Gentleman in the concluding part of his ſpeech, upon 
a cloſer view of the ſubject he truſted that his own good 
ſenſe would ſhew him there was no neceflity for his with- 
holding his ſupport to the Addreſs on account of the objections 
which he had ſtated, for that there was no idea of making any 
proviſion of a ſanguinary nature; it was only that which, he 
was periuaded, the judgment of the honourable Gentleman 
would approve. Having ſaid this, he not help again ſaying, 
he wiſhed for the acquieſcence of the honourable Gentleman 
who {poke laſt to the whole of the Addreſs, for the public were 
much indebted to him for the very patriotic part he had taken_ 


in the courſe of diſcuſſions on this unhappy mutiny. 


Mr. Baker thought the honourable Gentleman intitled to 


praiſe for much of what he had ſaid that night. He wiſhed, 


However, he had avoided ſome expreſſions which might be at- 
tended with bad effects. The honourable Gentleman had cer- 
tainly a right to deliver his ſentiments upon the propriety of 
barracks ; but in doing ſo he wiſhed he had not thought it ne- 
ceſſary to quote the language of a right honourable Gentleman, 
and had not marked the circumſtance in the manner which he 
did. It was impoſſible to paſs along the ſtreets without ſeeing 
and admiring the loyalty of the folders, He believed that this 
ſpirit of diſaffection did not go into the hearts of the Britiſh ſea- 
men, and that in every ſhip it extended but to a ſmall part of 
the crew; and he had every reaſon to believe, from various 
ſources of information which he had acceſs to, that the great 
body of the ſailors were extremely loyal, and would ſoon re- 
turn to their duty. He faid, this was a ſubject upon which 
he felt fo much, that he could ſcarcely expreſs himſelf, and 
he ſhould not have troubled the Houle but from a wiſh to pay 
kis tribute to the honour of the Britiſh ſoldie rx. _ 


EF 
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Mr. Hobbouſe agreed with the ſentiments which hadi fallen 
from ſo many Gentlemen in the courſe of this debate. He W 
ſeriouſly forry for the conduct of the ſcamen andi elt 5 
| ſtrongeſt indignation againſt thoſe by-whom they had:been fe= 
duced. But he could not avoid ſaying that this Addrefs aps L 
_ peared to him to contain language, and to hold out a pledge, 
which it ought not. The Houſe waere called upon by this Ad- 


dreſs ta ſay, that they would confider what farther regulations 


would be neceſſary. This was acknowledging, in the ſtrongeſt 

manner, that the exiſting laws were not jafficient for the pur= 
poſe. He, however, ſhould give his vote for the Addrets, re- 
ſerving to himſelf the right of combating the bill whenever it 
ſhould be brought forward upon any ground he ſhould think 
proper. And if the right honourable Gentleman would prove 

to him the exiſtence of theſe attempts, that the law, as it now 


ſtood, was not adequate, and that the bill to be brought in” — 


was calculated to effect its object, then he ſhould vote for the 
bill. An honourable Gentleman (Mr. Baker) had rebuked an 


hondurable Friend of his (Mr. Sheridan) for noticing the lan- 


guage uſed by a right honourable Gentleman upon the ſuhject 
of the barracks; this was what he could not ſubmit to, for it 
tended to deſtroy all freedom of debate. But if his honourable 
Friend was imprudent at preſent in the alluſion which he had 
made, the. honourable Gentleman on the other fide was equally: 
Imprudent 1 in noticing it, and thereby making it more oberv- 
able. It gave him great pleaſure to hear the honourable Gen- 
tleman ſay, that the heart of the ſeamen was ſtill found, He. 
| hoped and truſted the honourable Gentleman's information was 


true, and that they would once more prove the honour and- 
ſecurity of their country. 


Mr. Baker explained. | 
Ihe Chancellor of the Race declared, has n eee 


bis anxiety for unanimity in voting the propoſed addreſs, he 
was indeed. influenced by the mot important conſiderations. 


x PY 


He wiſhetl for ſuch an unanimity as would Jay a juſt founda- 


tion for future proſperity, for one on which he placed the. 
moſt favourable augury, the unanimity of the nation at large, 
an unanimito not in ſupport of Aquminiſtration, but in Tupport 
_ of the Conſtitution itſelf, and of all thoſe laws by which it was 
gvarded. The country Was calle} upon to be vnantnous ina” 
cahteſt-which embraced every thing#that was moſt valuable to- 
itt deareſt intereſts. Whatever difference of Opinion might 
prevail inathe minds of Gentlemen on formet points, there 
could not exiſt a-ftiadow: of doubt with: reſp<&t- to the preſent” 


on. It was now indiſpenſibly e for them to 
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unite in one common cauſe; it was incumbent on them to 
conſolidate their efforts, to reconcile their different views, to 
concentrate their individual exertions, and to give energy and 


vigour to the laws, without which it was impoſſible there could 


be any ſolid happineſs. It was not merely by declarations that 
they were bound to proceed, but by a ſpirit and promptitude 
of action, and a firm reſolution and readineſs to ſupport the 
execution of the laws by military ſubordination and legal obe- 
dience. It became their duty to give a reſiſtleſs efficacy to that 


conduct through every corner of the metropolis, and through 


every part of the kingdom. By ſuch meaſures they could alone 


_ diſappoint the dark and malignant efforts of the enemy; and 


he was proud to ſay that to fo glorious an unanimity there was 
nothing that he would not chearfully ſacrifice. He therefore 
hoped that nothing would in fact be found in the latter part of 
the Addreſs that could in the ſlighteſt degree tend to deſtroy 
the unanimity of the Houſe in agreeing to it. When he came 
to conſider the nature and the terms of it, he was completel 


at a loſs to find one word that could appear objectionable. The 


Houle could not be ſuppoſed to pledge themſelves particularly 
to agree to the bill which was about to be brought in, They 
merely pledged themſelves to this, that, in purſuance to his 
Majeſty's recommendation to Parliament to make more effec- 
tual proviſion, for the purpoſe of ſtrengthening the preſent laws 


' which related to military obedience and diſcipline, they would 


conſider of the propriety of thoſe meaſures which might be 
deemed neceſſary for that ſpecific object. The Houle, there- 
tore, in voting for the Addreſs; went no farther than to declare, 


that they would act in compliance with his Majeſty's recom- 


mendation, but did not preclude themſelves from taking into 
their mature conſideration the nature of the bill, nor did they 
by ſuch a vote debar themſelves from withholding their aſſent 
to any matter that might appear objectionable in it. But though | 
he was fo particularly anxious to ſecure unanimity in paſſing 
the Addreſs, he did not, with a view of obtaining that defira- 


ble meaſure, wiſh to conceal or protract the delivery of his 


ſentiments on any part of it. His conviction of the propriety 
of the bill was formed on the ground of the greateſt neceſſity, 
and ſtrongly impreſſed with the idea that it was abſolutely re- 


quiſite to give diſpatch to the operation of it, he ſhould move, 


the moment the Addreſs was carried, for leave to preſent the 
bill, and if it was then agreed to, he ſhould alſo propoſe the 
ſecond reading of it to take place the next day, He alſo thought 
it neceſſary to premiſe, that the further diſcuſſion of the bill 
would be carried on as ſpeedily as poſſible. An W 
| | 4 Co a + Gentle» 
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_ Gentleman, who had ſpoken againſt the latter part of the Ad- 
dreſs, declared, that he reſerved to himſelf the liberty of op- 
poſing the bill. A declaration of that nature was by no means 
neceſſary, becauſe no Gentleman could be ſuppoſed to pledge 
himſelf to meaſures which he had in all inſtances the freedom 
of diſcuſſing and diſagreeing with. He would not undertake 
to convince the ſcruples of an honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
Sheridan) on every point which was contained in the latter 


part of the Addreſs, but he entertained an opinion that he was 


competent to do ſo on ſome points which appeared peculiarly 
ſatisfactory to himſelf. The proviſions of the bill did not go 
beyond the neceſſity of the cafe, and this ſtatement he would 
_ undertake in the moſt direct and poſitive manner to ſupport ; 


but if the honourable Gentleman meant that it was requiſite to 


prove the exiſtence of particular acts on board each of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhips which were then in a ſtate of mutiny, he ſhould 
freely declaue that he would undertake no ſuch thing. He 

took the ground of proceeding with the bill to be derived from 


a plain and fair opinion, on which the public mind and Par- 
liament might be fully ſatisfied as in many other caſes of equal 


notoriety. That the ſpeeches of this or that emiſſary of faction 


and general anarchy had produced mutiny in particular ſhips, 
he would not pretend to fay ; but the public opinion with re- 


ſpect to the diſorganized ſtate of theſe ſhips, and the cauſes 
which had firſt produced the diſobedience, and continued to 
_ uphold it, was founded on grounds unhappily too notorious in 
all inſtances, too much felt in ſome caſes, too ſtrongly proved, 


but fortunately defeated in others. On theſe grounds he ſhould 


therefore propoſe the bill. He thought it neceſſary, in conſe- 


quence of what had fallen from Gentlemen, to ſubmit theſe 


_ candid ſtatements which decided his conviction on the pro- 
priety of the meaſure, and he begged pardon of the Houſe for 
having troubled them 1 fecond time, but he felt, from the great 


importance of the ſubject, from the preſſing exigence of the 
_ cafe, and from the preſent criſis of public affairs, that it was 


the duty of every man zealouſly to unite in a meaſure which, 
by ſecuring the obedience and diſcipline of his Majeſty's forces, 


_ Preſerved the country from the efforts of its domeſtic and fo- 


"reign enemies. 


The queſtion was then put on the Addreſs, which was | 
agreed to nem. con. 0 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then roſe, he ſaid, to move 
for leave to bring in a bill for the better prevention and pu- 
niſhment of all traiterous attempts to excite ſedition and 


mutiny in his Majeſty's ſervice; or to withdraw any part of 


1 his 
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'his Majeſty's forces by ſea or land from their duty and alle- 


giance to him, and from that obedience and diſcipline which 
are ſo important to the proſperity and the ſafety of the Britiſh 
empire. He had already ſlated, he obſerved, that if any per- 
ſon required ſubſtantial evidence of any individual malpractices 
to excite ſedition and mutiny in his Majeſty's ſervice, he was 
not at preſent in the poſſeſſion of the power to produce it; 
but he truſted it would be enough for the ſatisfaction of the 


_ Houſe to authoriſe the introduction of the bill to ſtate the 


neceſſity on general grounds. It would be enough he con- 
ceived, to obtain their ſanction, and their approbation of the 
meaſures he was about to recommend, if the frequency, the 


malignity, and the univerſality of ſeditious practices were ſo _ 


notorious, and in the daily habit of coming to the knowledge 


of every perſon both in and out of that Houſe, that no reaſoha- 


ble man could diſſent from his Majeſty's declaration of the 


neceſſity to provide for ſecurity in, future. It might be more 
immediately his duty to ſtate, as a convincing proof of the 
exiſtence of one active, uniform, and wide- extended plan of 


ſedition to ſeduce his Majeſty's forces from theit duty and al- 
legiance, that the diſcontents did not originate with any ſingle 
individual, that they were not confined to one corner of the 
kingdom, nor contracted in one circle of complaint, but that 
they had manifeſted themſelves in different detached parts, 

were working at the fame time, and in different places on the 
ſame principles, and branched out into ſo many freth ramifi- 
cations of complaint, that no perſon could foreſce where they 
would end. Many and various had been the attempts to ex- 
cite this diſaffection, by falſe, inſidious, and calumniating 
means, ſometimes provoking rebellion by emiſſaries at ſecret 
hoyrs, ſometimes by miſrepretentations, and other artful means, 


and at others by diſperſing hand- bills wherever opportunity 


preſented itſelf or any expectation of ſucceſs in their purſuits 
could be indulged, to detach the ſoldiers alſo from their duty; 
ſo chat the engines of ſedition had been no leſs buſily and un- 
remittingly perſevering on ſhore, where to the honour of the 
ſoldiery he had the happineſs to ſay, they failed in their effects, 


than in the navy where they had unfortunately prevailed. 


Here then, he had an opportunity of obſerving, that Gentle- 
men needed only to connect the diſcontents on board the fleet 
with the other ſpecies of ſedition upon ſhore, to pronounce 


thom to be the operations of one fatal and too-well digeſted - 


ſyſtem; for that they were not the ſpontaneous combinations 
of the ſeamen, that they were not the effects of accident, nor 


the effuſion of one ſolitary and unconnected diſcontent was 


demonſtrated | 
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| demonſtrated by the conformity of tranſactions at Newcaſtle, 
at Nottingham, at Maidſtone, at Canterbury, at Saliſbu. 
and many other places, where the ſame ſpecies of hand- bills 
had been ſcattered and diffuſed, accompanied by rumours 
_ echoed and re echoed of the moſt: falſe and ſcandalous nature, 
and where, in ſome unhappy inſtances, a few deluded or ill- 
minded people had ſet the ſaine melancholy example. A 
more ſtudied ſyſtem could not offer itſelf to the thought of 
any man; a more practicable plan of treaſon to provoke a ge- 
neral rebellion could never be attempted to be put in execu- 
tion. From ſuch ſpecimens therefore it was evident the ſedi- 
tion was extenſive enough to prove it to be ſyſtematic, and 
dangerous enough to make precaution requiſite. Could any 
perſon doubt the exiſtence of ſome treacherous conſpiracy ? 
Could any perſon with to have a proof of its exiſtence when 
its exiſtence had already been atteſted by numerous inſtances 


of loyalty and fidelity in the ſoldiery, who with honeſt and 


honourable indignation, had not only been wiſe and reſolute 
_enough to repel it, but had alſo voluntarily ſtepped forward in 
— moſt liberal and manly manner to diſcover the offenders? 


With this notoriety of a diſgraceful ſyſtem to corrupt one ſer- 
vice, where it had ſo nobly been defeated, how could any man 


doubt of its infinuation and its influence in another? A quarter 


too where ſuch opinions and ſuch meaſures were the leaſt 


congenial to the natural diſpoſitions of the perſons who pro- 
feſſed them. The whole affair was of that colour and deſcrip- 
tion which proved it to be not of a native growth, and left no 
heſitation in the mind of any thinking man to determine 


whence it was imported ; but on the contrary, it was fo 
uniform and particular in its ſpecies, and fo like every ſample 
of what they had witneſſed in another country, that there was 
no doubt the propagators of it there had executed a previous 

determination to trauſplant it into every foil that would receive 


it. Could any wan for a moment doubt, he again demanded, 
that the ſamie engines had not been at work in this country, 
to produce diſorder and rebellion which had been elſewhere fo 


fatally effectual? Could any man doubt it with the Know- 


ledge of the truſtrated endeavours in the army, and the ſuſpi- 


cion of the lame endeavours in the navy? That knowledge 


and that ſuſpicion was, in his opinion, all the proof the legiſ- 
lature could require. But if that were deemed ſufficient proof, 
and upon that evidence it was thought not only prudent but 
abſolutely neceſſary to confine its operations, and, if poſſible, 
inter a x penalty on the offenders no man could doubt but its 


operations 
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operations would have been confined within ſome bounds of 


reſtriction long ago, if the penal laws were competent to re- 
cognize ſuch machinations and puniſh the delinquents. The 
boldneſs, the malignancy, the frequency of the offences, all 
tended to confute that propoſition, But he would put it to 
the deciſion of every man who heard him, were the laws now 
in being ſufficient to deter men from the proſecution of their 
evil purpoſes ? That they had not deterred them was plain from 
the mutinous proceedings ſtill exiſting; and as they did not 
deter them from puſhing thoſe proceedings further, it was a rea- 
ſonable ground for the preſumption that the laws in force were 
not ſufficient. Look at the ſtatute laws, find out their origin 
and examine their extent, Had the ſtatute law ever endea- 
voured to ſearch out every poſſible offence, and provide for 
its prevention and its puniſhment? Certainly not! The ſtatute 
laws of this country were not the reſult of an original delibera- 
tive ſyſtematic code, but the natural effects of the commiſſion 
of crimes, ariſing from their frequency and heinouſneſs, and 


'proportioning the penalties accordingly. They grew up from 


the offences which they afterwards controuled, and their cha- 


racter and complection diſtinguiſhed them to be the produce 


of different periods. W hat then would be the principle of 


any one's argument who ſhould contend, that becauſe no par- 


ticular law nor any particular penalty has been yet provided 
by the legiſlature, none ſhould be provided? His argument 
would in ſuch a caſe apply juſt as much, if he were to contend 


that no law or puniſhment ſhould be in force againſt parricide, 
| becauſe, by referring to the ſtatute books, he might find, that 


there was a time when no ſuch law or penalty exiſted. He 
reſted the introduction of this bill, therefore, upon the general 
footing of common law; and as the offence exceeded the pro- 


viſion for ſubduing the ordinary ſpecies of treaſon, and was in 


in its nature of a particular and extraordinary deſcription, he 


ſhould act upon a principle of the common law, in which 


a proof of the expediency to alter or extend a particular 
law was given bv this circumſtance. Formerly, to entice 


any of his Majeſty's forces to deſert from his ſervice was 


only a miſdemeanour, but ſoon after the acceſſion of the 


family of Hanover to the throne of theſe dominions, that 


law was reviſed and altered, and any perſon found guilty 
of that offence, incurred an additional penalty. Would any 
man pretend to ſay then, that a perſon found guilty of enticing 
any of his Majeſty's forces to deſert, ſhould incur a heavy pe- 
nalty, and that they who enticed his forces (not to deſert) but 
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to employ their arms in breach of their allegiance ſhould go 
_ unpuniſhed ? Indiſputably not! And for that reaſon he had 
undertaken to provide ſuch a remedy as to him appeared. moſt 
likely to prevail. He regretted that the offences were ſo ſe- 
_ cret and ſo complex in their nature, that it was impoſſible at 
preſent to define them, and under thoſe circumſtances he was 
forry/to add, he could not propoſe any meaſure fo definite as he 
_ wiſhed it. In point of moral guilt, the perſons who had been 
fo artful and fo active in their operations to ſeduce the forces 
from their allegiance, and excite them to rebellion at fo dan- 


gerous a criſis of the public ſafety as the preſent, were the worſt 


traitors to ſociety, and certainly deſerved the higheſt and moſt 


exemplary puniſhment ; but on the other hand. as the preciſe | 


nature and extent could not be determined, he thought the me- 
dium would be the beſt and moſt ſerviceable way to proceed 


_ againſt them. Having faid thus much, both by way of proof of 


the neceſſity of ſome reſtriction, and his opinion of what that re- 
ſtriction ought to be, he ſhould now come to the deſcription of the 
remedy he intended to propoſe. What he had to propoſe then 


was, to treat any traiterous attempt to excite ſedition and nuuny | 
in his Majeſty's ſervice, or to withdraw any part of his M5jety's 


forces by ſea or land from their duty and allegiance. as an ag- 
gravated ſpecies of mildemeanour, leaving to the diſcretion of 
the court the power of inflicting not only the penalties of fine 
and impriſonment; as in other cafes of has: ir, but as 
_ circumſtances might require, the penalties of baniſhwent and 

tranſportation alſo. This was a (hort ſtatement of the mea- 
ſures he meant to propoſe, and wiſhing to be cautious how he 
contributed to extend the criminal laws of this country, he was 
willing to preſs his reſtriction of the offences he had defcribed 
in this ſhape in preference to any other. The penalties for 
ſuch offences could not, in his opinion, preſs too much, con- 
ſiſtently with the future ſecurity and happineſs, and in the 
mode he had ſuggeſted to the conſideration of the Houſe, he 
hoped and truſted they would not be found to preſs too little. 
| He therefore moved for leave to bring in the bill, | 


Mr. Felliffe agreed in the right Honourable Gentleman' i 


opinion of the atrociouſneſs of the crime, and thought if the 
puniſhment was greater than in ordinary cafes of treaſon, it 
would not be too much ; but he dee to the exerciſe of any 
diſcretionary power in courts. 
Mr. Brandling approved the meaſure: and luggeſted whether 
it would not be politic to provide rewards for the diſcovery of 
the offenders. 
Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, he never role with more anxiety 
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than he did that evening, when it became a part of his public 
duty to join in the proviſion of reftriftive meaſures againſt the 
molt atrocious acts that ever were committed, and that at a 
time too, when the country was in a moſt dangerous criſis. 
Still, however, he felt it his indiſpenſible duty to ſtate his opi- 
nion of thole meaſures, however neceſſary. although that opi- 
nion ſhould happen to oppoſe them. _ The diſgraceful proceed 
ings which had characteriſed the two laſt weeks, he truſted had 
produced but one ſentiment in the minds of every well- affect- 
ed perſon to the family upon the throne, and to the Conſtitu- 
tion, both within and without that Houſe. Proceedings which 
| had at once tarniſhed the glory and weakened the ſafeguard _ 
of the Britiſh Empire, could excite but one motion, and but 
one opinion. Neither he, nor any man he ſuppoſed, could for 
a moment doubt that ſuch novel and pernicious proceedings 
had been produced by a concerted plan of perſons inimical to 
the real ſafety and happineſs of the country; nor could any one 
doubt that ſuch proceedings called at leaſt for temporary mea- 
fures of exertion. So far he could not too much commend the 
right honourable Gentleman for his endeavours to deſtroy this 
dangerous ſedition; but when he came to conſider the reme- 
dy propoſed, and cuntidered alſo that penalties were to be in 
force againſt offences which were pronounced to be indefinite, 
he felt himſelf obliged to refuſe his approbation. This he did, 
becauſe the penaltics, in his opinion, appeared to be in a great 
degree inadequate to the enormity and criminality of the of- 
fence. Feeling the neceſſity of that principle, which for the 
benefit and preſervation of ſociety ordains that crimes ſhould 
be redreſſed, he had notwithſtanding felt as much as any man 
that they were likely to be redreſſed better by mild than ſan- 
guinary Jaws; but nevertheleſs in the preſent inftance, he felt 
ic his duty to ſtate his opinion that the puniſhment and deſcrip- 
tion of the oBence were ſo inadequate that he could not give 
his confent. He did not rife however to oppoſe the motion 
for leave to be given to bring in the bill becauſe the title ex- 
tended fo far as to admit any future alteration, but he wWauld 
not give his vote in ſilence ro that motion, although he had no 
objection to it after the right honourable mover had fo diſtinct- 
ly explained the ſubſtance of the bill, left his ſilence ſhould 
hereafter have been conſtrued into an zffent to every propoſi- 
tion which the bill contained. He had two reafons for objec- 
tion: the firſt was, becauſe he thought no puniſhment, how- _ 
ever ſevere, could be adequate to the offences which that bill 
deſcribed, for the off. ce was equal to the worſt deſcription of 
ticaſon, and deſerved the ſevereſt and moſt exemplary puniſh-" 
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ment, inſtead of which a penalty was propoſed to be inflicted, 
by no means proportionate to the enormity of the offence. But 
as the offence was involved in various circumſtances, perhaps 
one of the reaſons which deterred the right honourable mover 
from fixing the penalty at a higher rate, was the one that pre- 
vented him from giving the oftence a definitive deſcription. 
The ſecond reaſon for objection was, that by nominating the 
crime a miſdemeanour only, they were likely to produce a dif- 


ficulty and delay in the puniſhment of the delinquents that 


would be very imprudent both upon the ſcore of policy and juſ- 
tice, and inconſiſtent with the preſſure of ſuch dangerous pro- 
ceedings, for it is in the power of any offender in a miſdemea- 
nour to delay trial, and God forbid, if the conviction of the crime 
of exciting the forces of this country to rebellion were brought 
home to any one, that he ſhould have it in his power to delay juſ- 
tice. In regard to the firſt objection, he felt himſelf obliged 
to expreſs his opinion, that however unwilling he might be to 
multiply the penalties of death, and he belicved, according 


10 our preſent criminal code, that penalty was too often in- 


flicted, yet in the offences now deſcribed, to excite ſedition 
and mutiny in his Majeſty's forces, and turn the ſtrength of 


the country into its own vitals, at a time when the country 


was convulſed at home, involved in a war abroad, and ex- 


hauſted in its reſources by the inevitable expences of that 
war, not only dcath ſhould be incurred, but death in more 


than uſual horror; for ſcarcely any puniſhment could be too 


ſevere for ſuch a crime. In regard to the ſecond objection, 
that the trial might be as ſpeedy and as eaſy as poſſible, he 


wiſhed to make the offence felony, becauſe he wiſhed to 
make it as definitive as it conveniently could be. Having 
ſaid thus much, he thought it his duty to ſtate, that he came 
down as much a ſtranger to the remedy propoſed as any 


other member, and that whatever might be his opinion of 


the neceſlity of a ſevere puniſhment, yet he would have that 
puniſhment adopted only for its temporary uſe, and not to be 
of long duration. How long a law of that nature ſhould ex- 


iſt after the Houſe had been induced to adopt it, he left to 


their deciſion, but it ought by no means to be permanent. 
He hoped the zeal which inight induce the Houſe to concede 
to every meaſure for ſubduing ſuch offences at this juncture, 

would not make them forget their duty to themſelves and 
their conitituents. Men were apt to be tranſported by their 


indignation, and a vari:ty of other paſſions, beyond their 


ordinary judgment; and while they ſought to avoid one evil 
Vor. III. 1797+ 2 K fall 
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fall into the other extreme. He, therefore, cautioned the 
Houſe to be caretul, and hoped they would not produce any 
permanent alterations in the Conſtitution. At preſent they 
might not have ſufficient coolneſs to judge what time would 
be completely neceſſary for the duration of coercive laws; 
he, therefore, begged them only to remember to provide 
ſome limits, the extent of which he left to their cool de- 
liberation. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought, that if they were 
to inflict ſo ſevere a puniſhment, it ought to be temporary, 
Feeling, however, as he did, the enormity of the danger, he 
was not aware that they were acting under too great a ſenſa- 
tion of the danger, that they were acting under cool reflec- 
tion, and doing that which ſhould be fit and proper in any 
time. He doubted whether the ſeverity propoſed would be 
attended with advantage in practical effect. It would ter- 
rify in name, but the effect would be doubtful. He wiſhed 
the ſubject to be coolly diſcuſſed, but he ſhould be ſorry if 
the Houſe were ſo cool as not to glow with indignation 
againſt the crime, yet ſorry if they were not ſufficiently cool 
as duly to examine the meaſure. They ought to combine 
coolneſs with determination, to employ diſpatch without 
precipitation, and to temper zeal with reflection. To do 
leſs than propoſed would be idle, to do nothing would be 
_ treachery to the country. The propoſal of the learned Ser- 
jeant might be diſcuſſed in the Committee, and any inter- 
mediate ſhades between his opinion, and that propoſed, fully 
conſidered. It was his intention, if there was no objection to 
the principle of the bill, to move its being read a firſt and ſe- 
cond time that night, and committed the next day 
Mr. Percival could not help ſuggeſting whether wen 
might not be a means of puniſhing the offence, between the 
ſevere penalties of the learned Serjeant, and the lenient one 
of the right hon. Mover, and to that end propoſed to have the 
offence denominated felony within the benefit of clergy ; by 
which means a diſcretionary power would be left to the 
Court, of infli ing fine. and impriſonment, baniſhment or 
tranſportation, or, if necetfary, death. He ſuggeſted this 
mode now, becauſe gentlemen would have an opportunity of 
turning it over in their minds before they came to the Com- 
mittee. 
Mr. Pitt ſaid a "Br words in explanation. 


Mr. Baker ſaid, it would be proper to conſider the mode 
in which the attempts alluded to had been carried on. It 


Vas 
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Was not by hand-bills alone. Some diſcontented perſons on 
| board the fleet, very few indeed, for he believed the body of 

the ſeamen to be ſound, had firit adminiſtered oaths and 
formed committees to eſtabliſh their power, after which the 
began to ſeduce the reſt. The propoſed plan ſhould cmbrace 
theſe and various other modes. 

The Maſter of the Rolls reminded the Houſe. that at all 


"events, if the offence was made a miſdemeanor, the penalty 


would not be leſs than tranſportation ; ; while the infliction 


of it would be as quick in its progreſs as in caſes of felony. 


The only difference between felony without and felony with 
benefit of clergy was, that in one caſe the man had the privi- 


lege of Counſel, and in the other not. 


Leave was then given to bring in the bill, which was read 
a firſt, and after a few words from Mr. Folliffe, and ſome ex- 


planation from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, a ſecond 2 95 | 


| 4 and ordered to be committed the next day. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that for the con- 
venience of gentlemen, it would be well to have it under- 


ſtood, that public buſineſs ſhould begin preciſely at four 


0 clock. 


The additional 1 Stamp Duty Bill was put off til 1 Wedneſ: 


day. 
Adjourned. | TR ng 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
SATURDAY, June 3. 
BERNARD, ESQ. V. GARNONS, CLERK. 


Their Lordſhips heard Counſel finally in this 91985 from 


the Court of Exchequer ; after which, 


Lord Kenyon, in a ſpeech of ſome length, took a view of 
the ſubject upon legal grounds, and recommended a reference 
to the Court of Chancery ; which was „ accordingly ordered by 


their Lordſhips. 

The various bills upon the table were forwarded i in ; their 
reſpective ſtages. 

Axjourned to Tueſday. 


HOUSE = en 
SATURDAY, June 3 


Lee; was given to bring in a bill to continue the Alien 
act. 
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"NAVAL AND MILITARY SEDUCTION BILL, 


The order of the day being read for the Houſe to reſolve 
itlelf 3 into a Committce of the whole Houſe upon the bill for 
puniſhing and preventing the ſeduction of his Majeſty's ſea 
and lend forces, and a motion being made for the Speaker to 
leave the chair; 

Mr. Hsbhouſe ſaid, that be was prepured to give his ſup- 
port to the bill if it could be proved that the mutiny at pre- 

ſent on board certain ſhips was owing to ſeduction which 
had been practiſed upon the failors, that the exiſting laws 
were not ſufficient to prevent the ſeduction, or to puniſh the 
ſeducers, and that the proviſions of the preſent bill were ſuf- 
ficient for either or both of theſe purpoſes. As to the firſt. 
point, hie had no doubt that the mutiny originated in certain 
lurking incendiaries who ad ſeduced the feamen from their 
principles and duty into a line of conduct at once inconſiſtent 
with their former character and their true intereſts. Hand- 
bills of the moſt ſeditious and wicked nature were in circu- 
lation, which being induſtriouſly diſperſed through the king- _ 
dom, proved not only that there were perſons of that de- 
ſcription, but that there was 2 band of them co- -operating to 
give effect to their evil defigns. And if at the very time that 
theſe hand-bills were circulated among the ſoldiers, it ap- 
| peared that the diſcontents manifeſted themſelves on board 
the fleet, this coincidence in circumſtance and time was a 
ſtrong preſumption that the attempt which was happily un- 
ſucceſslul in one caſe, had been unhappily ſucceſsful in 
another. This preſumption was confirmed by the former 
well known character of the ſeamen, who from their temper _ 
and diſpoſitions were utterly incapable of entertaining any 
inſidious purpoſe or deep laid deſign. The papers alſo pur- 
porting to be drawn up by the ſeamen which had been pub- 
liſhed, bore internal evidence that they were the compoſi- 
tions of almoſt any perſon rather than a ſeaman. But while 
he agrecd in theſe points with the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, he could not coincide with him in another, namely, 
that the exiſting laws were inſufficient for the puniſhment of 
the authors of this ſeduction, or that the prov- ſions of the 
preſent bill, if adopted, would be a preventive of the miſ- 
chief in future. The crime by the exiſting laws was puniſn- 

able with fix years impriſonment, and twice ſtanding in the 
3 during that period, and if this os not ſufficient to 


ceter | 
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deter evil diſpoſed perſons from the perpetration of the 
crime, he much doubted whether any penalty, however 
ſevere, would be ſufficient tor that purpoſe. He therefore 


adviſed the Houle to try the effe & of a ſtrict execution of 


the exiſting laws before they made new enactments. Les 
lots rigoreux produirent les crimes, was a maxim which he 
ſtrongly recommended to their attention. Ar preſent ws 
| 2 FE the Speaker's leaving the chair. 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid, that he had paid a good deal of atten- 


tion 19 the ſubjeR ſince the preceding day, but that from all 


that he had heard, he could not give his ivpport to the bill 


as it at preſent ſtood. If it could be ſhewn that the provi- 
ſions ot the bill would tend either to tacil' ate the diſcovery 


of the crime, or te deter from the perpetra'ion of it, it ſhould 


have his hearty concurrence, but it did not pre tend to point 
out any 11-w mode of diſcovery, 2 and if evil minded perſons 


would nt be deterred from their wicked and diabolical prac- 


tices by ſix years impriſonment, he did not think that they 


would be leterred from them by the drea:! of tranfportition. 


To make the crime felony, and the penalty death, ae had 
been pre poſed by an honourable ard learned Gentleman 
(Mr. Serjeant Adair), would, in his opinion, in the preſent 
ſtate of the country, when the minds of mien were in a fer- 


ment of indignation, be attended with great and terrible in- 


_ conveniences. Before the Houſe therefore pailcd a bill of 


this nature he wiſhed thein to attend ſericully to the preamble 


of the act of the 11t of Queen Mary, hich.\ was read by the. 


Clerk at the table. 


Mr. Jones gave his hearty aſſent to the bill, and intimated. 


his intention to have moved for leave, in a few days to have 


5 brought in one to the ſame effect. He thought che country 


in a ſituation of extteme danger, and he hoped chat the exe- 
cutive government, after it was arracd with this additional 


power, would uſe it with moderation, but with rcfolution 
and firmneſs. To be merciful to offenders was cruelty to 


the country. 


The Spe-aler having left the chair, and Mr. Douglas taken | 


| the chair in the Committee of the whole Houſe, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that as ſome . 


tions had been made both with reſpect to the want of a clear 
definition of the nature of the crime which it was intended 


the bill ſhould provide againſt, and to the diſcretionary 


Power of inflicting the ain, he ſhould trouble the 


Com- 
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Committee, and a clauſe was brought up, limitting the opera- 
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Committee with a few words on both ſubjects. It had been 
urged by his learned Friend- near him (Mr. Serjeant Adair) 
that ſome more ſevere penalty ſhould be provided for the 
nature and malignity of the offence, than that propoſed to be 
enacted in the bill. Yet, however, he might now agree 


with him on that point, it was his decided opinion, that the 


Houſe ſhould not proceed to make ſuch a penalty, without 
moſt carefully drawing a nice diſtinction with regard to any 
inferior offence. From every reflection and mature con- 
ſideration which the ſhortneſs of the time had allowed him 


to make, he was convinced, that the beſt and moſt conſtitu- 


tional way of proceeding would be to make ſuch a deſcrip- 
tion of the offence as might appear moſt conſiſtent with the 
laws on the Statute book; and where the malignity went to 
the utmoſt extent, to affix to it that ſevere puniſhment pro- 


poſed by his learned Friend. He ſhould now merely ſtate 
what ſtruck him as a deſcription of the offence, and when 


that was done, ſubmit to the Committee the conſideration of 
the penalty. An act of mutiny in his Majeſty's land forces 
was puniſhed with death, by the articles of war. To en- 


deavour to make any mutinous aſſembly was alſo puniſhed : 


with death. Every one of theſe crimes, if committed in 


the Army or Navy, were, according to the articles of war, 


already puniſhable by death. Having ſtated the law of Mu- 
tiny, as it now ſtands, it could not certainly be thought a 
meaſure too ſevere to make an inſtigation of mutiny not leſs 


puniſhable in thoſe perſons who were guilty of ſeduction, 
than in thoſe who, being the unhappy inſtrument of their 
-machinations, committed the a& of muti 


ſubſequent to 
the ſeduction. Leaving therefore the malignity of the of- 


fence to the conſideration of a jury, and e e 
the nature of it, he was of opinion, that the 
could not affix to the crime a more proper penalty than that 


ommittee 


of death. He thought it adviſeable, that in carrying on the : 


bill, the Legiſlature ſhould ſhew that caution which it was 


unqueſtionably bound to exerciſe in penal proceedings. On 


that ground he ſhou'd propoſe a limitation to the operation 
of the bill, but he begged to be expreſsly underſtood, that 
he propoſed the limitation on the general principle of cau- 


tion, not on account of any doubt which he entertained with 


reſpect to the propriety of the meaſure itſelf. 


The different clauſes in the Bill were agreed to by the 


tion 
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tion of the Bill to the expiration of one month after the meeting 
of next ſeſſion of Parliament, which alſo was agreed to. 


Mr. Carew wiſhed to know whether it was meant to take 


any meaſure to cut off all communication with the diſaffected 
and the people on ſhore ? 


"The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that the honourable | 


Gentleman muſt ſee that ſuch a clauſe could not be introduced 
into the preſent Bill; but, after it was diſpoſed of, he expreffed 
his intention of moviag for leave to bring in another Bill for 
that purpoſe. | 
The Houſe being reſumed, the Report was received; and, 
on the motion that the amendments introduced in the Com- 
| mittee be agreed to, 
Mr, Tierney ſaid, that he had the preceding tay thought it 
his duty to oppoſe the leave for bringing in the Bill, and hay- 
ing in that oppoſition ſtood alone, he felt himſelf called upon to 
ſay a few words. The cordial ſupport he had given to the 


Addreſs to his Majeſty would prevent the poſſibility of any im- 
proper conſtruction being put upon his motives for what he 


had done, but having cheartully joined in an abhorrence of all 


violence and diforderly conduct which might endanger the 
peace and happineſs of the kingdom, he could not at the ſame 
time but recolle& that as a Member of Parliament he was 
bound to ſee, that under pretence of reprefling violent meaſures 
no vnjuſtifiable means were adopted. When Mr. Pitt opened 


his Bill, he propoſed to punith criminally any perſon commit- 

ting any act tending to excite mutiny, and this bill he did not 
fate to be for any limitted time. A bill of ſuch a nature Mr. 
Tierney thought it his duty to oppoſe. If it was meant only 


80 punifh perions convicted of conſpiring to ſtir up the army 


againſt their Commanders, the head of thoſe Commanders be- 
ing the King, he thought the laws of Higli Treaſon at preſent 
exiſting, rendered the Bill unneceſſary. If it was meant to 
puniſh capitally men who, in the opinion of a Fury, had ſaid 
or done ſomething tending to excite mutiny, he thought the 
Bill ought to be oppoſed. Under ſuch a proviſion a man might 
incur the ſevereſt penalty for a ſpeculative, or a looſe converſa- 


tion. By the amendments now made, the crime was clearly 
defined. ſo much fo, that no man could be convicted unleſs he 


was proved to have malicioufly and adviſedly conſpired to ex- 


cite mutiny. He ſtill thought the preſent laws reached that 
offence, but as the uncertainty of the crime was removed, and 


the Bill was only to continue for a very few months, however 
unneceſſary he might look upon the Bill to be, he would give 
it no further oppolition . To this he was particularly led by 


many 
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paſſed nemine contradicente. 


BILL. 10 PREVENT COMMUNICATION WITH THE MU- 
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many gentlemen, who, he believed, to aCt from no party mo- 
tives, appearing to attach ſo much importance to the idea of an 


unanimous vote on the occaſion. He ſhould, therefore, hav- 


ing had his chief difficulties removed, waye any e ob- 
jections. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer finding the Houſe unanim- 


ous in their ſupport of the Bill, hoped there would be no objec- 


tion to its paſſing that night, 
The Bill, after its being ingroſſed, was read a third time and 


TINOUS SHIPS, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then ſaid, that at a moment 
when a number of ſhips were in a ſtate of mutiny, unprovox- 
ed by any cauſe, and perſiſted in without the colour of reaſon ; 
when the crews of theſe ſhips were preiumptuouſly harraſſing 
the peaceable commerce of the Country, and intercepting the 


trade of the port of London; when they had even proceeded to 
Acts of open rebellion, he thought it wiſe in the Legiſlature to 
_ empower the Executive Government to preclude them from 
holding any intercourſe with thoſe ſhores which they had ſo 
groſsly inſulted, and whoſe ſafety they were fo imminently en- 


dangering. It was the duty of the Legiſlature, however, while 


they adopted every meaſure to facilitate the diſcovery, to ex- 


pedite the trial, and to ſecure the puniſhment of the inſtigators 
of the mutiny, and repreſſing the mutiny to leave a door of re- 
conciliation open to thoſe who were the objects of ſeduction, 


aud who, by returning to their duty in time, might be reſtored | 


to the favour of their juſtly offended Country. He ſhould. 
propoſe, therefore, that a bill ſhould be paſſed, making any 
perſon or perſons, after a certain Proclamation being ifſued and. 
read in the Dock-yards, guilty of felony who ſhall hold any 
intercourſe with the ſhips then in a ſtate of mutin , and to de- 


prive thoſe ſailors, who, after the date of that roclamation, 


ſhall not return to the diſcharge of their duty, of all arrears of. 
y and allowances, and of all benefit from Greenwich Holſpital, 
and the Cheſt of Chatham. He moved for leave to bring in a 


Bill more effecually to reſtrain the intercourſe between the 
diſeontented crews of the ſhips at the Nore, and the people on 


ſhore, and for the luppreſſion of mutiny and rebellion on board 
thoſe ſhips. _ 

Leave was given. The Bill was brought! in, read a firſt and 
ſecond time, nemine contradicente, and committed for Monday, 
at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, Adjourned, | 
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 Monvay, June 5. 


BILL TO PREVENT INTERCOURSE WITH THE MUTINOUS 
| _ SAILORS; 

The Order of the Day for the Houſe to go into a Commit- 
tee of the wbole Houle, on the Bill for preventing and puniſh- 
ing any intercourſe with the Mutinous Seamen being read, and 
the Wies for the Speaker leaving the Chair being put, 
Mr. Jefferys ſaid, he did not riſe to oppoſe the Speaker leav- 
ing 8 Chair, he only availed himſelf of this opportunity of 
ſtating to the Houſe a fact which thought it important for them 


to know. A perſon had been taken up and detained in cuſtody 
at Sheerneſs, upon a charge of having been a ſeaman on board 
the Sandwich and ated as Delegate on board that ſhip. It 


Was a fact, however, within his knowledge, that the perſon he 


alluded to was an induſtrious manufacturer, and had not been 


out of London for any length of time for theſe nine months. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that if he rightly under- 
ſtood who was the perſon alluded to, he could aſſure the Houſe 
that he had been apprehended in circumſtances which would 
bave rendered it highly criminal in any part of the Executive 

: Government not to have detained him. If that perſon was in 


any reſpect aggrieved, an appeal to the laws in a regular way 


was open to him. At preſent it was not a matter with which 


ir would be proper for the Houſe in any ſhape to interfere. 
Mr. 7efferys ſaid, he did not mean to defend any man wh 
. could have acted in the ſituation imputed to this man; he only 
| ſtated a fact, which he had from good authority, chat the per- 
fon alluded to had not acted in the ſituation which would have 
been juſtly imputable to him as a very great crime. 
Sir 7obn Sinclair ſaid, he had given way to the ſtatement 
of the honourable Gentlemen, (Mr. Jeffreys) becauſe it was 
the ſtatement of a fact, which in his opinion required ſome 


inveſtigation, or he ſhould have immediately riſen on the 
order of the day, to have communicated ſome ideas which 
had occurred to him upon che nature, principles, and ten- 


dency of the bill before them. He was obliged to regret 


the diſunion of ſentiments, which had deprived the Houſe,of 
the aſſiſtance of ſome Gentlemen, better qualified than him- 

_ - ſelf to examine the merits of this bill; and being doubtful 
whether they could abandon their places upon the reaſons 
they had given, in times of ſuch public exigency and diſtreſs, 

he had been induced to ſearch for ſome precedent in the Par- 
| liamentary Annals of this Kingdom; bm, he found, that i in 
Vor. III. 2797: 3” the. 
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the reign of King William and Queen Mary, a ſeceſſion of 


[Common's, 


certain repreſentatives had taken place upon the ground of 
(Here there was a univerſal cry of chair] chair! and 
he Speaker intimated that this ſort of digreſſion was irregu- 


lar.) The honourable Baronet proceeded, obſerving, that if 


he had been permitted to continue, he had no doubt but he 
ſhould have ſhewn the Houſe, that the ſubje& matter which 


he introduced was explanatory of, and connected with the 


queſtion. Waving that point, however, and reverting to the 


bill, he thought the coercive meaſures propoſed to be adopt- 


ed, paſſed the Rubicon, and were of the moſt dangerous na- 
ture in their conſequences. The right honourable Gentle- 
man oppoſite, (Mr. Pitt) by recommending ſuch rigorous 
proceedings, had not only drawn the ſword and thrown away 
the ſcabbard, but he had alſo puſhed his puniſhments ſo far, 
that it appeared doubtful whether he would not expatriate the 
Britiſh navy. It was his wiſh to unite terror and concilia- 
tion, and for that purpoſe, he conceived it would be right to 


have a certain number of his Majeſty's Commiſſioners ap- 


pointed for the execution of the office of Lord High Admi- 
ral, inveſted with a certain power to ſuſpend theſe acts, 
| whenever the crews, or any part of them now in a ſtate of 


mutiny, ſhould return to their duty. He believed that a 


ſimilar authority had been inveſted in certain perſons by the 
Parliament, upon former caſes of public diſtreſs and diffi- 
culty, and unleſs the Commiſſioners, or ſome other perſons 
were provided with ſuch an authority, he for one, ſhould not 
give his ſupport to the bill. If the bill were committed that 


day, therefore, and not reported till next day, he would ſpare 


no time in looking for ſome precedent to juſtify wed pro- 
_ Poſition on the bringing up of the report. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer flattered himſelf, that the 
| Houſe would not think it neceſſary to delay bringing up the 
report of the bill at a time when the peculiar ſituation of af- 
fairs required its earlieſt execution, for ſuch reaſons as the 
honourable Baronet had given. At the opening of the bill, 
© he originally ſtated the urgent neceſſity of carrying It into 
effecꝭ with the utmolt diſpatch; and ſuch notice was given 
purpoſely to direct every Member to come with ſuch provi- 
: fions to the Committee, as might remedy. any of its defects. 
and give it a more ſolid and efficient execution. Was this a 
time, then, to poſtpone any ſtage of its proceedings, upon 
flight and frivolous objections, when the crews of ſo many of 
his Majeſty's ſhips were in open hoſtility and rebellion againſt 

bother 
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intercepted and committed acts of piracy upon the com- 


merce of the country; and when it became a principle of 
ſafety, of policy, and duty, to deprive them of the comforts 


enjoyed by the reſt of the community, whoſe rights they were 
invading, and by that means bring them back to a ſenſe of 
their miſconduct, and an obedience to the laws; or, in caſe 


of obſtinacy and rebellion, to condign puniſhment. If the 
expreſſion of paſling the Rubicon applied to any thing, it ap- 
plied to ſuch acts as the ſeamen had committed. But what- 
ever might be the honourable Baronet's opinion of the omiſ- 
ſion of Miniſters, or the want of ſufficient previſions in the 


bill for every wiſe and uſeful purpoſe, it ſo happened, that 
the act did already contain an exception to his arguments, 


which exception, if he had been patient enough to wait, he 
would have found hereafter extended by a Clauſe, prepared 


for that purpoſe by the lawyers of the Crown. No man, 


however, he truſted, could with any conſideration, doubt of 
the general power of the Crown, to pardon the crews when- 
_ ever they ſhould return, or manifeſt an inclination to return, 


to their duty; and ſtill more, he truſted, no man could doubt 


the general lenity of the Crown to do ſo, whenever it thall 
be enabled to exerciſe that mercy with ſafety. So much he 
deſired to ſtate upon the proviſions of the bill ; but as to the 
general policy of it, if the honourable Baronet was reſolved 
to diſpute about it, he knew not how he ſhould be able to 
| ive him any ſatisfaction. 


Mr. Folliffe was ſurpriſed, that his honourable Friend 


could think of treating in any manner with men who were 
in open rebellion againſt their country, and upon reflection, 


he was ſure he wonld be aware of the impropriety of any 
ſuch proceeding, On an occaſion fo critical as the preſent, 

it was the duty of the Houſe to aſſiſt the Executive Govern- 
ment, to. repreſs and reſtrain the mutinous and rebellious 
conduct of the ſeamen. At the . ſame time, it was the 


duty of the Executive Government to uſe, with modera- 
tion, the great powers with which it was entruſted. By 


agreeing to the preſent meaſure, they were not, however, 
io be tied down from enquiry into its neceſſity, and the cauſes 
by which it was produced. He thought if there was diſ- 
patch required for the bill paſſed. on Saturday, there was 


much greater diſpatch requiſite for the preſent, and therefore 


if no other perſon did, he ſhould ee move for its be- 
ing read a e time mat we: 


453 
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The Chancellor of the gin Lore ſaid, that ſuch was his in- 
tention. | 

Mr. M. 4. Taylor ſaid, that he had: ſome doubt whether 
the preſent bill e anſwer. the purpoſes intended; but 
that he ſhould leave to the Executive Government. As far 
as his vote went, he ſhould ſupport the Executive Govern- 
ment in any meaſure that was to bring to a ſenſe of their 
duty, thoſe wicked and rebellious ſeamen 'who had con- 
ducted themſelves in fo daring a manner. This vote, how- 
ever, was not to preclude any inveſtigation of the circum- 
ſtance by which this unfortunate ſtate of things had been. 
Produced. With regard to the conduct of certain honour- 
able Friends of his, he ſhould ſay nothing, as it was foreign 
to the preſent ſubject. He was convinced, however, that 
the public would judge of their conduct and their motives as 
he did. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee, Mr. 
Douglas in the chair. 

The bill was read over, clauſe by Gate Upon the 
_ clauſe that enacts that the declaration of the Lords of the 
Admiralty (being fo empowered by the act), that any ſhips' 
cre vs, &c. are in a ſtate of mutiny and rebellion, and prohi- 
biting all intercourſe with the ſame under certain penalties, 
| ſhould be publiſhed in the Gazette and Dock-yards, 

Mr. Baker thought, that the declaration ſhould, to give it 
greater publicity, be publiſhed at the Royal Exchange, at 
which, from the afſemblage of people, and the connection 


they had with the ſea- Ports, the declaration might be more | 


enerally known. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer aid, he conceived it unne- 
coſſary to enact more than the Bill contained on this point. 
| Doubtleſs the Executive Government would have every mo- 


tire to give the matter the utmoſt publicity. 


It being propoſed to fill up the penal clauſe, and to enact 

that the puniſhment for wiltul and adviſed communication 
with the ſhips' crews, declared to be in a ſtate of mutiny, 
ſhould be death, as in cafes of felony, without benefit of 
cler | 10 
"Me. Nicall ſaid; * had no means of rudeing of the abſo- 

| Jute neceſſity of this reſtriction, but it was certain, when the 
danger was extreme, the remedies ſhould be ſevere. He was 
ſtaggered, however, by the claufe which blended the acts of 
communication and intercourſe, with the aQs of aiding and' 
abettinig ate, becaule, as he underſtood the law fi 
ſent, 
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ſent, he did not think intercourſe with a perſon. guilty of high 
treaſon, was even a miſdemeanor, provided it was not ac- 
companied by overt acts of aiding and abetting. He thought 
it poſſible, that a communication. might take place from 
ſhore, without any motive of ſedition. He thought, there- 
fore, that to make communication a miſdemeanour, would 
be ſufficient, and that the heavieſt impoſitions the parties 
ſhould ſuffer in ſuch caſes, ſhould be the uſual penalties, of 
miſdemeanour, being further liable, if the Court ſhould think 

It proper, to tranſportation. . 

Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, that the penalty was only; to at- 
tach to thoſe who thould hold intercourſe and communica- 
tion, after the publication of the declaration, that the men 
were in a ſtate of mutiny, and the prohibition to hold inter- 
courſe with them. Moſt of the acts ſpecified in the clauſe, 
and there prohibited, were already high treaſon, and any 
communication carried on without leave, could not be inno- 
cent. When the ſhips' crews, &c. ceaſed to be in a ſtate of 
rebellion, then the penalty for holding communication with 
them likewiſe ceaſed. The proviſions were in their very 
nature temporary, and ceaſed with the cauſes OT which they 

8. were produced. | 

The Attorney General ſaid, that 925 bill was neceſſary for 

the ſalvation of the country, and when properly underſtood, 
was a meaſure of the moſt ſound and real lenity, and huma- 
nity. The crimes ſpecified, and to which it was to attach, 
conſtituted the moſt aggravated rebellion, felony and piracy, 
and by the exiſting laws of the country, were liable to be pu- 
niſhed as ſuch. Gentlemen ought not to venture to give a2 
character to this bill, till they have fairly compared it with 
the law as it now ſtands. It was a humane and ſeaſonable 
notification that the character of our preſent laws were ſuch as 
he had deſcribed ; it was reſcuing the deluded ſeamen from the 
deception of their own minds; it was withdrawing them from 
the influence of the gang of conſpirators by whom they had 
been ſeduced; it was informing thoſe who, from falſe huma- 
nity might be diſpoſed to put the deluded men in poſſeſſion of 
the means of continuing in practices which muſt involve them 
in inevitable ruin, and expole themſelves to the ſevereſt penal- 
ties of the exiſting laws of their country.. The prohibition laid 
upon every ſpecies of communication might perhaps be felt by 
the innocent; but the meaſure. was. not the leſs. neceſſary ou 

that account. To. ſuſpend the Habeas . Corpus act might "5 

thy: ingen under hardſhips z, but, was that to be e 

| wit 
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with the ſalvation of the ſtate? The queſtion was here, whe- 
ther, if (ashe in his conſcience believed) the ſeamen had been 
goaded into their preſent conduct by the infamous arts of foul 
conſpirators, they were to interrupt that communication by 
which their mutiny and rebellion might be cheriſhed ? There 
was no reaſon to apprehend that the Executive Government 
would carry the application of the law beyond Juſtice and 
neceſſity. _ 

Mr. Nicholls thought that the communications liable to the 
penalty ſhould he made more explicit. | 

The Chancellor sf the Exchequer ſaid, that communications 
by letters, or otherwiſe, which might have been previouſly 
innocent, might yet come under the application of the penalty 
after due notification had been given, Much evil might ariſe 
from permitting communication to take place, nor did he fee 


that any good could be done by ſuch as was carried on with- 


out permiſſion. But there were other reaſons for which he 
thought that all intercourſe and communication ſhould be cut 
off, He was anxious that it ſhould be prevented in every 
ſhape. The men who had been guilty of acts of ſuch aggra- 
vated rebellion and treaſon ought to be completely ſeparated 
from that country whoſe cauſe they had abandoned, If they 
valued the communication of the intercourſe of a father, a 
brother, or a wife, before they can enjoy the ſweets of theſe en- 
dearing relations, they muſt reconcite themſelves to their of 
| fended country. It we could obtain new avenues to their 
hearts; if we could employ additional motives to roufe the gene- 
_ Tous feelings of thoſe brave, deluded men; if, by awakening _ 
the tender affections of the human heart, we can recal them 
to a ſenſe of the duty they owe to that country by which 
the various ties of nature are cheriſhed and protected, we gain 
a great deal for that object which we are ſo deſirous to attain, 


and as far as the meaſure was calculated to produce that effect, 


it promiſed more fairly for ultimate ſucceſs. 

Mr. eferys ſaid, that firong meaſures were neceſſary. He 

did not know if this meaſure would accompliſh the Jefired ob- 

ject. He ſhould not oppoſe it, however. He was no advo- 
cate for thoſe who had ated in a manner ſo unwa wy of Bri- 

uy ſeamen. _ | 

| The blank was filled up as originally . 

The Solicitor General propoſed that thoſe who voluntarily 
continued in a ſtate of mutiny and rebellion after the above 
publication, ſhould forfeit all the wages due to them, and all 
WE Nee to which N would otherwiſe haye been en- 


BEES; 
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titled; and that perſons voluntarily remaining on board after 
their knowledge of ſuch declaration, ſhould be liable to the 


- - penalties of piracy and felony enacted in the ſtatute, and 
the 11th of King William, which was agreed to. 


A clauſe was brought up in the room of the former one, and 


the Lord high Admiral or Lords commiſſioners of the Ad- 


miralty, or any three of them, are thereby entitled to accept 


the ſubmiſſions of thoſe who return to their duty, to declare 
the ſhips' crews, &c. no longer in a ſtate of mutiny, and to 


c exempt ſuch as ſo returned from the penalties of this act. 

It was propoſed that in order to bring back as many as poſlible 
to their duty in the preſent critical] ſtate of the country, it 
ſhould be declared that the Lords of the Admiralty Woo con- 
ſider of the grievances of ſuch as ſo returned. 

Mr. Baker reprobated this propoſal as highly böser in 
cvery view. He ſaid that illegal oaths had been adminiſtered 


to the ſailors, and many were withheld from returning to their 
duty by this tie. It ſhould be held out to them that ſuch a 
proceeding was in itſelf illegal, and ought not to be the ground 
of father violence. From many appearances he was convinced 


that a great many repented of the lengths they had gone. In 
| ſome inſtances the delegates had been obliged to put in execu- 


tion their own. violent reſolutions, as the Crews would not 


obey them. 
The clauſe was ned to as originally. propoſed. 
A clauſe was brought up enaQting, that thoſe who were 


tried under this bill and acquitted, ſhould not be tried for high 


. treaſon, but that thoſe who were liable to be tried under this 
bill might be tried for high treaſon, any thing i in this bill not- 
withſtanding. The clauſe was agreed to. | 
The duration of the bill was fixed to be for one month alter 

the commencement of next ſeſſion of Parliament. 
Power was reſerved to alter or to e this bill even during 
the preſent ſeſſion. 
Mr. Brandling was in ſome apprehenſion leſt, by the miſ⸗ 
conduct of this part of the fleet, the coaſt ſhould be left unpro- 
te cted. He wiſhed to know how far it was lawful for ſubjects 
to arm themſelves to aſſiſt the Executive power on the preſent 
emergency? This de did not aſk from any doubt of the loyalty 
of the army or militia, but merely to know how far ſuch a 
. meaſure was lawful, as he thought it highly proper. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas; ſaid that, notwithitandingthe miſconduct 


of part of the fleet, it would be found that there was no reaſon to 
"22 be apprehenſive for the . of ne country, and that every 


proviſion 
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| proviſion bad been made for this object. The queſtion pro- 


poſed by the honourable Gentleman would be anſwered by 


his Majeſty's meſſage; for the very mode which he had ſug- 
geſted was there pointed out. This was a period at which 


every man ſhould endeavour, by every exertion in his power, 


to aid the public ſervice; and, if occaſion required, the preroga- 
tives of the crown might reſort to that mode of contributing 
to the public defence which the honourable Gentleman: hs | 


pointed out, 


rhis nature ſhould never paſs on bare aſſertion; but that was 


Sir Francis Burdet faid, that this bill was s altogother Aeg N 
nant to his feelings, and therefore he ſhould give his vote againſt | 
; We had but the bare aſſertion of Minifters-that ſuch a a 
a i: is neceſſary; nothing but their aſſertion that there 


have been any inſurgents among the ſeamen; and a law of 


not the chief cauſe of his oppoſing this bill. He oppoſed 


cauſe he thought that the bill might be productive of miſchief, . 
by rendering any accommodation between the ſeamen and 
their country impracticable. It tended to place the ſeamen in 
a ſtate of deſperation, and the miſchief which they may do to 
this country in that ſtate was dreadful. The diſcontent was 
not confined to the ſeamen; there was much of it in other 
quarters, and was viſible in many parts of the country. The 
very ſtrong laws that were made to repreſs theſe diſcontents, 


— 


it upon a principle of a much broader nature. It was, be- 


or rather the expreſſion of them, were ſymptoms of great diſ- 


_ eaſe, for which there was a cauſe of a very different kind from 
that which was ſtated, That cauſe was the | miſconduct of 
adminiſtration for a long time, but particularly for the laſt ſour 
years, and the enormous corruption of the Executive Govern- 
ment. Theſe were the real-cauſes of the evil; all other cauſes 
were fictitious. If, therefore, it was our object to remove the 
effect of the evil, we muſt remove the cauſe. The only way 
to remedy the evil was to petition the King to diſmiſs his pre- 
ſent Miniſters, and to purſue ſuch meaſures as may put an end 
to our preſent ſnameful corruption; not by increaſing penal 
laws, for they would only inflame thoſe who were alteady ir- 


ritated; that would increaſe inſtead of diminiſhing! the evil. 


Had he. been in the Houſe he ſhould have oppoſed the other 
bill which had juſt paſſed the Houſe upon this ſubject. Hle 


thought it neceſſary for him to ſay what he thought upon this 


matter. He did not aſſent to theſe meaſures. He thought 
| them calculated ro increaſe inſtead of diminiſh the evil. 
The Chairman 'baving? left the Chair, * report Was- te- 


ceived 


*- 
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| hill was ordered to be ingrofſed; aſter which the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer intimated that the ingroſſment would ſoon be 


ready, and then he ſhould move immediately afterwards that 


the bill be read a third time. TEE 
On the queſtion for the third reading, 


Mr: Sturt faid; chat he objected to this bill, from a real be- 


lief that it would not anſwer the purpoſe which Miniſters ſaid 


they had in view, He did in his conſcience believe that no- 
ting but conciliatory meaſures would be uſeful in. this caſe; 
and if the Miniſter had adopted the meaſure which was pro- 


poſed ſome time ago by an honourable friend of his (Mr. Sheri- 


dan) for a Committee of both Houſes, indifferently choſen by 


both ſides, which would not have been derogatory to the dig- 


was a meaſure of great impottance, for it was no leſs than that 


of reſtoring harmony and confidence to the moſt valuable 


branch of the public fervice. Had that meaſure been adopted, 
he believed the Houſe would not be deliberating upon the mea- 


| ſure now before it, which he conſidered as neither more nor leſs 


than drawing the {word and throwing away the ſcabbard; and 
that when the fword was to be directed againſt the navy. He con- 


ceived this bill to be inimical to the intereſt of this nation at large, 


that it would create exaſperation, and was the direct contrary 
of what Miniſters ſaid was their real object; he attributed the 
_ difſeations which unhappily prevailed, not to the ſeamen, but 
ſolely to the conduct of Miniſters. The conduct of the ſailors 


at Spithead, when the diſcontent firſt appeared, he aſcribed alſo 


to the tyrannical meaſures which Miniſters had adopted in the 
ſiſter kingdom. The right honourable Gentleman might 


laugh, but he could tell him that this not a time for the Mi- 


niſter to treat with contempt thoſe Members of Parliament who 
| ſpoke the truth. He was not to be intimidated by geſtures; 
he felt for the ſituation of this eountry, to which he was as 


much a friend as any man in that Houſe or out of it. This 
evil aroſe, he would repeat it, not from the ſeamen, but from 
the Miniſters. We all knew that deſerving and innocent men 
were driven into exile by the contemptible Government 


af Ireland. They were forced to go on board ſhips al- 


though they had never before been to ſea. For this they na- 


inſtil Jiſcontent into the minds of the ſeamen, and they had 


reſtore harmony and confidence in the flect but 


455 
ceived immediately; the amendments were agreed to, and the 


| Vo. HI. 1797. e 240} 3 M A bn * ole 
55% \, N | ; RR | 


 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 

| thoſe t rannical bills, which enabled Miniſters. to ould whom 

they pleaſed to ſea. 

The Speaker informed him, that theſe bills were part of the 

| aw of the land. 

' Mr. Sturt ſaid, the country would one day e or. other fon the 

impropriety of them. He oppoſed this bill, becauſe the law 

now in force was fully adequate to the cotrection of the evil. 
Out of thirty-ſix articles of war, ſeventeen were abſolutely pe- 


nal. He ſaw no reaſon for adding to their force. He faw no 


hopes from this meaſure, We ſhould- repeal the ſedition bill 
rather than purſue this plan. He conſidered this bill as a piece 
of waſte paper, and he ſhould' give it his negative. 
Mr. Baker ſaid, that the honourable Gentleman might have 
given, perhaps, more information to the Houſe ; he beſt knew 


what communications had been. made to him, and from what 
perſons. He thought, however, that the honourable Gentle- 
man might have ſpared ſome of his obſervations, It was a 


little extraordinary that ſuch obſervations {ſhould have come 
from a Gentleman who had himſelf once had a naval charac- 


ter, and might perhaps now have a commiſſion ; to hear a de- 
fence of theſe men from ſuch a . perſon, ſurpriſed him. It 
might have become him to join the reſt of the country; it was 
much fitter, on every principle of duty as a member of that 


Houſe, much more agreeable to the allegiance he had ſubſerib- 
ed, much more conſonant with the character of the ſervice to 
which he belonged, and in which he had acted with credit, to 
have taken a different line of conduct, than by exertions of an 


inflammatory nature encourage theſe men in their mutinous in- 
clinations. He was ſorry to be compelled to make ſuch obſerva- 
tions. Whether he felt it or not, the honourable Gentleman 


had aid that which ought not to eſcape unnoticed, or, if neceſ- 


ſary, be cenſured by the Houſe. It was language unbecoming 


any ſubject, and much more any Gentleman of his character. 


Mr. Sturt ſaid, he was not afraid of repeating what be had 
ſaid. The honourable Gentleman had inſinuated in the 


Houſe what he would not dare to inſinuate out of it. He, as 
a member of the Britiſh Legiſlature, had a right to give his 
opinion without being ſubject to ſuch unjuſtifiable inſinuations. 


He called them unjuſtifiable; he did not uſe the epithet which 
ſuch conduct deſerved; perhaps that horourable Gentleman 
might guels what he meant. He would not have it go into 
the country. that he was leagued with any but ſuch as were 


friends to their country. No man ſhould uſe ſuch language 
as this to him out of U At Houſe, and he truſted, the. Speaker 


would protect him! in it. 3 would repeat, that Ate: tyranni- bg 
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cal conduct of Miniſters in the ſiſter kingdom, by cauſing men 


to be accuſed of ſedition, and then ſending them on board the 
fleet without trial, had produced this diſorganizing ſpirit in the 


ſervice. He did not like this bill, becauſe it treated the ſailors 


all as rebels, whereas we ought to try the effect of conciſiatory 


meaſures. He knew the nature of Britiſh ſeamen; he had 
had the honour of being in the ſervice; there were no men 


who more dearly loved their country than the ſeamen did. 


No longer ago than the preceding day they honoured the Monar- 
chy of Great Britain by a diſplay of the royal flag and the fir- 


ing of cannon on the King's birth-day. He warned the Houſe 


of the hazard of firing a fingle ſhot at the ſailors. He had 

given his opinion. As to the perſonal alluſion that was made 
to him, he treated it with ſovereign contempt. 

Mr. A. Taylor wiſhed his friend to withdraw his oppoſition to 

this bill. He thought the alluſions of Mr. Baker improper. 
Mr. Baker ſaid a few words in explanation, in which he diſ- 
claimed any perſonality againſt Mr. Sturt. 


The Houſe then proceeded to divide, but the tenden for 


the bill were not counted, they being the whole Houſe, except 


; Mr. Sturt himſelf, Sir F rancis Burdet having e left 
the Houſe. 


+" me bill was t then read a third? time e and paſſed, 


| HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TursDaAY, June 6. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up from the Youſe | 
the two bills paſſed by the Houſe of Commons on Saturday, 


and the preceding day, the ane called, An Act for the better 
Prevention and Puniſhment of Attempts to ſeduce Perſons 
| ſerving in his Majeſty's Forces by Sea and Land from their 
Duty and Allegiance to his Majeſty, or to incite them to Mu- 
tiny or Diſobedience;” the other, An Act for more effectu- 
ally reſtraining Intercourſe with the Crews of certain of his 
Majeſty's Ships now in a State of Mutiny and Rebellion, and 


for the more effectual N of ſuch Motiay and Re- 


| bellion. FP! 


The bills were ſeverally real a firſt and fecond time, and i in 
| the Committee Lord Grenville made a few verbal amendments; 


after which, upon the motion to read one of the bills a Surg 


Hines.” 


Lord Gidon (che Duke of Montrofe) roſe and fail. no 
man could lament more deeplytinan he did, the neceſſity of 
paſſing BET bills, nor was any man more ſincerely convinced 
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of that neceſſity than he. was. He hoped the Executive Go- 
vernment in putting the bills in force, would act with a degree 


of zeal and activity eorreſpondent to the energy and vigour ma- 
a nifeſted on the occaſion by both Houſes of Parliament. 


The bill was read a third time and paſſed. _ e 

When the queſtion came to be put for the third reading of. 
the bill to reſtrain the intercourſe with the mutinous ſeamen, 

Lord Grenville role, and declared that he agreed completely 


with his noble Friend in every thing that he had ſaid, and could 
aſſure their Lordſhips, that the Executive Government would 
not be wanting, on their part, in carrying every meaſure inta 


effect which the extreme and preſſing exigency of this awful 
and momentous occaſion might require. t was, he admitted, 
an occaſion on which every exertion that Government could 


make was to be epected from them; and not only from them 
77 but from every man in the country who could, by his indivi- 


dual efforts affiſt in the ſmalleſt degree in putting an end to a 


calamity that fo highly affected Britiſh intereſts, and ſtruck ſa 


deeply at the preſervation, nay at the exiſtence, of the Conſti- 
tution and the Crown. _ 

The bill having been read a third time and aid; both bills 
were ſent to the Houſe of Commons, and the amendments made 
by the Lords were taken into conſideration. After which 


the Chancellor of 1 the Exchequer brought them again to the bar, 
and acquainted their Lordlhips that the Commons had agreed | 


to the amendments. 
The King's Commiſion was then read empowering certain 


; Commiſſioners to give his Royal Aſſeint to theſe two bills, and 


man ny others. 


be Peers who Tat 28 Commiſſioners were, the Duke of 


Clarence, the Lord Chancellor, the Marquis of Saliſbury, and 


the Earl of Liverpool, and the en Aﬀent was Ven with | 
the uſual forms. | | | 


HOUSE oF COMMON 8. 
Tokspax, June 6. 61255 5 
Sir 1 7 1 moved for leave te bring i in a a ill to explain . 


5 the Militia Act. Leave was granted. 


Mr. Alderman Curtis moyed for leave to bang in a bill to 
make ptovifion for the Maintenance of che Wives and Fami- 
„ of the London Mifitiamen. 
Mr. Alderman ec ed not to be underfiond * pledged 

is ſupp t tothe Ac tboogh he did not divide the 
f 11 11 Ku 115 Houſe 
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Houſe upon the motion for leave to dring it in. Leave was 
: granted to bring in the bill. 

A Meſſage was received from the Lords, fair their Lark 
mips' aſſent to the two Naval Mutiny Bills, with amend- 
ments, to which they ore the concurrence of the Com- 


mons. 


The dents were agreed t to by the Houſe, and the bill 
4, Was carried back to the Lords. 


The Speaker, attended by Houſe, went up to the Houſe of 
Lonks to hear the commiſſion read for paſſing the bills, and on 


- his return he ecard the en to me Houle of 
5 Commons. ee 


HobskE © Or L LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, Fune 7. | 
" Heard Counſel and evidence in ſupport of Mr. Feats 


Divorce bill; after which the bill was read a ſecond time, 


. and ordered to be committed wo 8 day ſe e 
e = 


' HOUSE or COMMONS. 
 WepnesDay, June 7. 


| A new Writ was ordered for the borough of Liomifies, 
in the room of J. Hunter, Eſq. who has N an office | 


under the Crown, | 


A bill to continue the, Alien act was brought up and rem | 


a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecong time the next 


RAY - + 
RR The bill to explain the Militia aft was as brought up and 
.. read a firſt time. 


The American Intercourſe bill was read a firſt time. 
The Addreſs of the Lords was taken into conſideration on 
als motion of Mr. Abbot, and agreed to. 
| The Houſe went into a Committee on the Pilchard Fiſh- 
ery Bounty bill, and the FERN: Was ordered to be received 


TI9 the next day. 
The Highland Diſtillery bill was read; a ſecond. ume and ; 


came for Tueſday. 
The additional Stam Duty bill was. oy aff till Friday. 


Mr. Huſſey aſked, i the conſideration of, che py. would ; 
on on that day? 4d e 


Mr. Roſs, fad, as han were varigus objeions i the bill, 
2110 particularly that part of it which. related to Mowipepers 
| | Wo_ 
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ligent enquiry was making into' the foundation of theſe ob- 
jections, in order to ſee if they could be met by the provi- 
ſions of the bill. He hoped the neceſſary information would 
ſoon be obtained, and then the diſcuſhon would be no longer 
poſtponed. _ 

Mr. He#b:ouſe ſaid, he meant to have objected to the bill; 
he w as ſatisfied with the reaſons for the delay. | 

The Committees of Supply, and Ways and Means were 
put off till Friday. 

The order of the day fer the Houſe to go into a a Committee 
onthe Corporation Cauſe bill being read. : 

Mr. //7gley, Mr. Riſe, &c. objected to the Speaker lcav- 
ing the chair, and on a diviſion there was not a ſufficient. 

number of Members preſent to rm. a Houſe. 
| Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
THuRsDAY June 8. 

| "On the motion to receive the report of the bill for erecling 
the Corporation of Surgeons of London into a College. 
Lord Thur eu role and complained that an advantage _ 
been unfairly taken of thoſe noble Lords, who meant to 
poſe amendments to the different clauſes of the bill. It was, 
his Lordſhip ſaid, generally underſtood by. thoſe who took 
a part in the Committee, that a day was to be dedicated to 

nniſhing the receipt of the evidence, and a ſeparate day was 

to be ſer apart for the diſcuſſion of the clauſes, and the 
amendments that ſhould ſeverally be propoſed. Inſtead of this, 
on the intervening day, the hearing of witneſſes was cloſed _ 
the report drawn, and now brought up without any oppor- 
tunity having been afforded to thoſe noble Lords, who, it was 
Known, meant to have taken a part in propoſing amendments 
to the clauſes. This was certainly in its effect a ſurprize, 
and a blot upon the proceedings of the Houſe, which their 
Lordihips ought for the ſake of their own honour and dignity 
to wipe off; he therefore moved, “That this bilt be recom- 
The Biſhop of Bangor roſe and recapitulated From memory 

what had occurred relative to the bill ſince it came into the 


Houſe. His Lordſhip contended that every fair o portunity, 
had been afforded thoſe, who oppoſed: the bill of bringing 
forward their evidence and their arguments againſt it, and that 
it had been fully conſidered. His Lordſhip mentioned the 


great 
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Sreat expence the parties had been put to, and the increaſe of 
that expence which the recommitment of the bill would oc- 


caſion. With regard to the idea of its having been under- 


ſtood to be agreed on that a ſeparate day was to be allowed 
for the diſcuſſion and amendment of the clauſes, no ſuch 
agreement was ever made in the Committee, and he could 
ailure their Lordſhips he by no means intended to take them 
by lurprize, but for the reaſons he had ſtated, as the bill had 
been twice ſent to a Committee, he ſhould oppoſe i its being 
committed a third time. | 

Lord Thurlzw roſe again, and aid, he did not mean to in- 
ſinuate that the right Rev. Prelate meant to take the Houſe 


by ſurprize; he was ſure he was incapable of reſorting to ſo 


dirty a fraud, but that in fact the operation and effect of lo- 
ling the Committee, before noble Lords who it. was'known 
meant to diſcuſs the different clauſes of the bill, could have 
the opportunity of doing fo, was the ſame, as if it had been 


intended by that ſort of manceuvre to get rid of their inter- 


ference. As to the expence the parties would be put to by a 
recommitment of the bill, in fact they would not be put to 
any, as they had cloſed their evidence, and declared they 


meant to call no further witneſſes. His Lordſhip gave a 
ſummary deſcription of the bill, ſtating its preamble and 
avowed object, and contended that its Velauſes did not all 


of them correſpond with that object. It was impoſhble 


therefore, he ſaid, that the bill ſhould ſtand as it now did, 
without diſgracing theic proceedings, and the only wy 10 


avoid incurring that diſgrace, was to recommit the bill. 

The Duke of Bedford ſtated what had been his own con- 
duct reſpecting the bill, and faid, the noble and right Rev. 
Prelate, moſt probably from defect of recollection, had been 
inaccurate in ſeveral particulars of his relation. His 


Grace concluded with declaring that it was generally under- 
ſtood at the Committee, that the going through with the 
evidence was to be the buſineſs of the day following, that on 
which the noble and learned Lord was preſent; ah that a 
future day was to be dedicated to the diſcuſſion of che oy pag 


| and the amending them. 
The Bijhop of Bangor {till ;nſiſted that no en agreement 


however it might be 0 underſtood, Was male in Joo : 


Committe. 


Lord Ju- I faidj moſt certainly: it was not, as it was nei- 


they: regular nor en n . to d 48796: on one day 
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when and how it would adjourn on the next, but that it was 


generally underftood that a ſeparate day was to be fixed forthe 
diſcuſſion of the clauſes, and that the bill was at preſent fo 


imperfect that to reſcue the Houſe from 8 the bill 
ougzht to be recommitted. 


he Duke of Clarence ſaid he had attended the Comme: 


tees, and he never heard ſuch an agreement made, as the 


noble and learned Lord mentioned. 
The Biſhop of Rocheſter ſaid he did believed, as the noble 


and learned Lord has ſlated, that it was underſtood, that the 
next day to that at which be. had been preſent, was intended 
io finiſh the going through with the evidence, and that ano- 
mer day was to be taken for diſcuſſing the clauſes, and that 


under that impreſſion he went out of town and was abſent 


me next day, not being defirous of miſpending his time by 
liſtening to evidence, that proved nothing effectual or that 
any way affected the bill. At the ſame time he muſt fay no 


fuch agreement as that in queſtion was formally ſtipulated. 


The papers diſtributed by the opponents of the bill he ſaid, 
were miſerable productions and had nothing like a caſe in 
them. In fact they made out no caſe whatever, and were 
zs inefficient and inapplicable as the evidence they brought 
before the Committee. With regard to the expence the 

parties would be put to, if the bill were recommitted, cer- 
tainly if they were to go again through the evidence a great ex- 
pence would be incurred, and the only way to avoid it, would 
| be to refer the evidence taken before the laſt Committee to 
the next, if their Lordſhips ſhould agree to the motion. 
Lord Thurlow ſaid he had no objection to have the evidence 
| refeered. | in the manner ſuggeſted by. the right Rev. Prelate. 
That undoubtedly was the proper mode of proceeding, and 
therefore it would be neceffary to move that a copy of the 
- evidence be fairly tranſcribed and laid on the table, and when 


it was preſented, to move that it be referred to the Committee, 
to which the bill was to be ſent. 


The hill was ordered to be recommitted,. and on a Weldon 
it was ordered, that a copy of the ee taken deſore the - 
| laſt Commbt tee be laid i to the. 2 8 | 


nousk Or COMMONS, 
TrmvrsDAY,. June 8. 


Tt bljtgths diy Woditiet fincubing ime chene 


v petition, complaining of an vndue election and return for 
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the county of Flint, and there being only ſerentyuſbaent mem 
bers preſent at four o'clock, the Houle was CLONED out, and: 


adjourned till the next day. 


HOUSE — 
Fripar, - June 9. 
Their Lordſhips heard Counſel on the cauſe of Edgar arid 


others againſt Miller and Mil'er. The Lord Chancellor ordered 
the judgment of the Court of Exchequer” in Scotland to be 


reverſed. 


ion to Monday. 


' HOUSE OF COMMON S. 
FriDay, June 9. 


The Houſe, at four o'clock, oiocceded to ballot for a Com- : 
mittee to try the merits of the Flintſhire Election petition, 


when the uſual number of members were choſen. 


The Loan Diſcount bill, and the Harbour bills were rea 4 


a third time and paſſed. 


Two petitions againſt the Linda Wet Docks were pre- 


ſented, and referred to a Committee. ; 

| The Alien's bill, and General Incloſure by Agreement 
bill, were read a fecbnd time and committed. 

> Tho Cattle Foreſtalling bill was recommitted. 

The Indemnity bill, Vaſſall's Divorce bill, and the Ship 
Owners' bill were read a firſt tine. 


The Corn bill was brought down from the Lords with 4 


ſome amendments, which the Houſe agreed to. 


The Speaker informed the Houſe, that the led of 


Canterbury, who had lately preſented a petition complaining 


of the deciſion concerning the members declared duly elected 
for that borough, had entered into no recognizance to proſe- 


cute the Tame ; and that, therefore, the order for taking i it 

into conſideration muſt be e which was accords 

ingly done. | | 2 6 
NEWSPAPER STAMP” DUTY. 


Mr. Sheridan faid, that as he ſaw an hon. Gee then 
in his place, he wiſhed to be informed by him whethe: | it 
was intended that the propoſed. duty on Newſpapers w! 
was then included in the Stamp Duty pill before the H 
Mould be carried into effect. He hoped that the delay Wi. 
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| _ had already taken place in carrying that bill forward, was a 
| good omen in favour of its being abandoned altogether; but it 
j was got tlie intention of Mini iſters to abandon, it, he withed 
| they might appoint a fixed day for the diſcuſſion of it, in order 
that he might have an opportunity of ſtating his objections to it. 
Mr. Reje {aid, that it was not leſs painful to him, than it 
4 muſt be to other Gentlemen, that the conſideration of the bill 
5 had been ſo often poſtponed. There was no intention, what- 
Ever, to abandon the bill, but the reaſon of the delay was, the 
time which it had been found neceſſary to take for the purpoſe 
of conſidering what relief was proper to be made to the Pro- 
prietors and Venders of Newſpapers. He would propoſe to ad- 
journ the Committee on the Bill to Wedneſday next, when 
the ſubject migh be diſcuſſed. 


The other Orders of the Day were deferred, Adjourned 
to Monday. E 5 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Mor pA, JuxE 12. | = 

The St. Giles's Advowſon, Southampton Filbety; and 
Newport Pagnal Road Bills, were read a third time and paſſed. 

Mr. Simeon and Mr. Peachey took the oaths and their leats, 
the former for Reading, and the latter for Yarmouth. 

Mr. Dudlcy Ryder brought up the Report of the Committee 
appointed to.try the merits of the Flintſhire Election, which 
ſtated, * That the Committee was of opinion, that John Lloyd, 

© eſq. was duly elected, and ought to have been returned; and 
© that the defence of Sir Thomas Moyſton was frivolous and 
© vexatious.' The Clerk of the Crown was accordingly ordered 
to amend the return, by ſubſtituting the name of Mr. Lloyd 
for that of Sir Thow.as Moyſton. 

The London Bread Aflize Bill was ed, when fome 
new clauſes were received, and ſeveral amendments made, and 
the report ordered to be brought up the next day. _ | 

Ir. Foll:Fe gave notice, that on Thurſday next he ſhould 
move for leave to bring in a Bill to amend that part of the Act 
paſſed laſt leſſion, for the regulation of the Game Laws, by 
changing the day on which Patric ze-ſhooting is reſtricted to 

commence, from the 14th of September to the uſual day, viz. 
the ürſt. 

Mr. D. P. Cike ed the commitment. of che: Cotpors 
tion Cauſe Bill, on account of the thinnels of the Houſe to 
Wedneſday next. 

The Committee of Supply ol Ways aa Means were 6 
deferred to Wedneſday next. Adjourned, 


3 — — 2 — 
on 4x 


. 


— ̃ nt 


LE RG Rr LA IS 
= RC 2 NE 


EO ED 
"2 — 


— 
— — 
— 


. = wr R. = =, 
_ F = 


. 
* 3 =. — 
IEEE END 


HOUSE 


J NE 13.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REC RTS. 465 
HOUSE OF LORDS. | 


ToesDay, June 13. 


Received from the Commons ſeventeen bills,: moſt of them 1 
3 Read : a firſt time. 3 | ED « Thi 
HOUSE Or COMM; VMIONS Th 

Loks Dax, Jun , : | | 

'The bill to repeal the act which ma Z negroes real aſſets, 9 | 
was read a fir{t time, and ordered to be read a lecond time if 


on Friday. | 
Mr. Tierney brought up a petition frech the Lowland | FEA 
diſtillers, in Scotland, againſt the exemption from duty 1 
which the Highlands enjoy. Ordered to lie on che table. Wi 


SHIP OWNERS' RELIEF BILL. 1 

The order of the day for the ſecond 2 888 of the Ship _ 
Owners” relief bill being read, = 
Mr. Alderman Luſhington 85 to explain the crounils on. - 
which this bill proceeded. In conſequence of a late deci- = 
ſion which took place in the Court of King's Bench, very il 
ſevere reſponſibility was laid upon the owners and maſters of Wh 
veſſels, for the goods conveyed on board their thips. He did i 
not mean to impeach the legal correctneſs of that deciſion; Wb be 
he believed it to be the law of the land; but on this account, ; . 
a legiſlative remedy was required for what was at once a ſe- Mit 
vere and impolitic principle. The deciſion in the caſe al- tt 
luded to, proceeded on the conſtruction of the bill of lading, 1 
in which a general obligation to deliver the goods late, and El 
in the ſame condition as when ſhipped, excepting ihe riſk of 3 
ſeas, is contained. Under this principle, much greater = - TE 
ſponſibility is laid upon the malters and owners of v 185 l 
than was underſtood either by them or their employers. 1 
Even if the ſhip frikes on an unknown rock. and tho nage BY: 
enſues to the goods, they are made liable. The principle of = 
deciſion. in regard to ſea-carriage, was made the fame 25 
land; whereas, an obvious diſtinction exiiied, and there ware 
riſks peculiar to ſea- carriage, unknown in he other. Ihe 
bill was intended to guard againſt thoſe pecn lar rijks, and o 
take off the reſponſibility which now exiſted with refpeR 19 | 
them. He was aware that there might be objections to par- 
ticular clauſes, but the principle of the bil! was admitted. Fo 
In order to render the proviſions adequate to the end, and to | 
remove objections which might be felt, it was intended to 
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ſend copies of the bill to Lloyd's, and to other public, com- 
mercial bodies, for their conſideration, and to diſcover how 
far it might be proper to extend the, relief propoſed to be 
given. Hehoped, therefore, there would be no objection to go 


into the Committee to diſcuſs the various objections, and to 
Tender the bill as adequate to its purpoſes, and as fate in its 


application, as poſſible. He now moved that the bill be 
read a ſecond time. 


The bill was read a ſecond time, and coinminred for to- 
morrow. 

The report of the bill for regulating the aſſize of bread in 
the city of London, was brought up, agreed to with the 
amendments, and ordered to be read a third time on Friday. 

The Newfoundland Fiſhery bill was read a ſecond time, 


and committed for Thurſday. 


SCOTS MILITIA BILL. 

The Scots Militia bill was read a ſecond time. 

Sir F. Sinclair withed to know, whether the bill was to be 
carried through this ſeſſion? He did not think it was appli- 
cable to the circumſtances of Scotland. 

Mr. V. Dundas ſaid, few people could doubt whether the | 


Engliſh militia had been uſeful ; he believed a well- regulated 
militia would be equally uſeful i in Scotland. 


Mr. V. Dundas ſaid, few people could doubt whether the 
Engliſh Militia had hoon uſeful; he believed a well regulated 
militia would be equaily uſeful in Scotland. 

The bill was committed for the next day. 


The Highland Diſtillery bill was put off till Thut ſday. 


FORESTALLING CATTLE. 

The order of the day for the Houſe 1o go into a Com- 
mittee on the Bill to prevent foreſtalling of live cattle, being 
read, | 

Sir William Pulteney ſaid, that this was a bill of great im- 
portance, and ſeemed hi 3 to have little attracted the at- 
tention of the Houſe. The principle of it Was one to which 
he could by no means aſſent. The ancient laws of this coun- 
try had been very ſevere againſt every ſpecies of foreſtalling; 
but, when men became more enlightened, the impolicy of 
them was diſcovered, and by a law paſſed in the year 1772, 


they were all repealed, Now, however, the cutting retail 


butchers had wiſely diſcovered, that this repeal was erro- 
neous, and that the ancient. ſeverity of the laws ſhould be 
brought back. The price of butcher's meat had increaſed, 
and various reaſons would be ſtated and believed by the peo- 


ple, 
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ple, without much knowledge or examination of the ſubject 

There were very good reaſons for the riſe of butcher's meat, 
without imputing it to the cauſe aſſigned in the bill. There 
had been ſeveral unproductive harveit- ſucceſſively, which 
neceſſarily decreaſing the number of hogs, forced people who 


uſed to live upon pork, to uſe other kinds of butcher's meat. 


The ſtoppage of diſtilleries, too. aided this cauſe. The laws as 
they now ſtood had ſubſiſted eighteen years without incon- 
venience; for in the evidence collected by the Committee, it 
was ſaid that the riſe began to be felt within theſe ſeven years. 
The jobbers, as they were called, or the middle men, were ſaid 
to be the cauſe of this, in going to the country, and buying up 
from the farmer and grazier. In his opinion the jobber was of 
advantage. By trading to a large extent he was able to do 
with ſmall profit, and bring the cattle to market cheaper than 
the farmer could do. If the buſineſs of a jobber furniſhed ſuch 
large profits, it would ſoon be overto:ked, and find its own 
level. The jobber might {5:netimes buy cheap and fell dear; 
but it likewiſe often ha pet. og the other way; one time they 
zained, another they luſt, He was not ſurpriſed to ſee in the 
evidence that the fſale!men in Smithfield Market had ſtated, 
that the price had been ſo much increaled by means of the job- 


ber, for it was evident that the jobber was an enemy to their 
buſineſs, for they, by receiving the cattle to ſell from the far- 


mer, made very conſiderable profits, and ſometimes likewiſe 
were allowed a 3 by the buyer for their trouble. It 


was enacted by this Bill, that no man ſhould ſell again till he 
had kept the cattle fourteen days in his poſſeſhon. But was it 


not evident that this could only be done by the rich grazier 


who could bear the expence, to the prejudice of the other 


dealers, and of the public. Upon the whole, he was of opinion 


that the market ſhould he. left perfectly free to find its own 
level, that any legal regulation would defeat the object pro- 


_ poſed, and that, the: efore, the Bill ought to be thown out. He 
therefore oppoſed the Speaker leaving the Chair. 


Mr. Alderman Coombe agreed in the general principles ſtated 
by the worthy Baronet. In practice it © had been found, how- 


ever, that deviations from it were neceſſary. 'This was one of - 


the caſes where it was called for. The legiſlature had limited 


it in ſeyeral inſtances. Money, bread, and various other arti- 
cles were fixed at a maximum, and he thought the regulation | 


propoſed by the Bill would be very uſeful, 
Mr. Bryan Edwards agreed with the worthy Baronet. Dr. 
Alam Smith, upon the very ſubjeQ of foreſtalling, . 
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ed all legal interference, and ridiculed the alarms entertained 

f the market being worle ſerved without them, as a vulgar 

error and no wiſer than the dread of witches. All commodities, 
eſpecially periſhable ones, would find their own level. He 

met the farmer or grazier half way, and took the cattle off his 
hand, to the great accommodation of the farmer. Sometimes 
the jobber loſt, ſometimes he gained; at any rate the buſineſs 
would ſoon find its own level. The worthy Baronet had 
pointed out ſome of the leading cauſes of the riſe in the price 
of butchers' meat. That ſtated in the Bill certainly was not 
the cauſe. To adopt the meaſure would be to encreaſe the diſ- 
contents of the people, by holding out a claſs of men as cauſing 
a ſcarcity and high price, when in tact they were not to blame. 

He was thzrefore againlt the Bill. 

Mr. Baftard ſaid, he could not well ſee how many profits 
being made upon frequently reſelling could bring the commo- 
dity cheaper to market than if there were only two. The job- 
ber was, in fact, of no advantage in bringing the cattle to 
market, for he brought them in the fame manner the farmer 
would have done. At preſent it was not a competition but a 
monopoly. The periſhable nature of the commodity was to 
be compared with the urgency of the demand; and the ap- 
petite of the conſumer would compel him to buy ſooner than 


the periſhable nature of the other would compe] the owner to 


fell. It was a fact well known, that the jobher ſometimes of- 
fered to the farmer a higher price than he was willing to take, 
n order to keep up the market, and tell at the higheſt price the 
Rock they had in hand. He thought, therefore, ſome regu- 
lation neceſſary, and that the Hooſe ſhould go into the 


Committee. 


Mr. Tierney hoped the 3 Baronet would not perlt in 
his oppoſition to the Bill. An honovrable Gentleman (Mr. 
Edwards) had ſaid, that to entertain the Bill would be to en- 
creaſe diſcontent. It was to allay diſcontent that he ſupported 


the Bill. Would the Houſe of Commons hold out to the 


People the idea that they would not enquire into their grievan- 
ces, that they would not deliberate upon the means to remove 
them? Would not this be the ſureſt way to diſgrace the Houſe, 
and to kindle popular diſcontent? He thought the conduct of 
the butchers highly commendable. They had no intereſt in 


the matter, for whether they bought cheap or dear they had 


the ſame profit on a pound cf meat. The lower claſſes na- 


to Whom hey Pong the advanced: price, without reflecting on. 
| "Roe" 
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whom the blame lay. The butchers, therefore, on bringing 
the ſubject before the Houſe for its examination, without 
pointing out any particular perſons, had deſerved the thanks of 
the country. 

Mr. Mainwaring (aid, that on a ſubject of fach importance, 
a great deal of inveſtig gation had taken place in the Committee 
above ſtairs; that the wiſh of thoſe who ſupported the Bill was 
to prevent the enhancement of the price of meat, If any im- 
proper practices did exiſt, it was for the Houle to enquire into 
them. There had, doubtleſs, been a great excels of jobbing of 
late years; and he could not conceive how it could tend to 
lower the price of proviſions, that there ſhould be two or three 
intermediate perſons betwixt the men who ſent meat to mar- 
| ket, and thoſe who conſumed it. If, as was eſtabliſhed, cattle 
were told five or {ix times, mull not this raite the price to the 
conſumer ? Forcftalling had riſen to fuch cxceſs that not one 
half of the cattle brought to S nithfield were fold in open mar- 
ket. Indirect means were made uſe of to prevent the market 
from being properly ſtocked; the jobbers al ways took Care to 
keep the market underftocked to keep it at their own price. 
The jobber was of ao advantage to the fupply of the market, for 
the cattle were driven up for the Jobber by the {ſame men who 
brought them up for the farmer. It ſurely was an evil when 
the lupply got into few. hands, and abſolutely became a mono- 
poly. Competition, inſtead of being promoted, was totally 
overthrown. He reſpected the authority of Dr. Smith; but 
he conſidered experience aud facts to be better guides than 
theory; he though: Dr. Smith's authority was for the Bill, be- 
cauſe it went to eſtabliſh and ſecure competition, and to baniſh, 
monopoly. He thought the Bill would do good, and it was 
the opinion of men well converſant with the {ul bject, that this 
Bill would materially ſerve to reduce the price of proviſions. 
He truſted the Houle would go into the Comnuittee to make 
the meaſure as perſect to its end as poſſible. hs 

Mr. Edwards ſaid, he had quoted Dr. Smith, and he had 
urged not only his general principle, but his particular opinion 
on this very ſubject. 

Mr. Wilberforce was for going into the Com mittee. He had 
as hich regard for Dr. Smith as any man ; but it was not doing 
his general principle juſtice to contend er an individual appli- 
cation when the general circumſtances of the metropolis, and 
many other things were in oppoſition to that principle. He 
was convinced that the evil did exiſt, that a remedy ſhould be 

applied, and he was therefore tor going into the Committee. 


p | The 
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The Houſe divided on the queſtion that the Speaker leave 


the Chair. | | 
5,7." Myths — es wks 31 
Majority 20 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the | 
whole Houſe upon the Bill, 
Mr. Mainwaring propoſed, that on account of the chinneſs 


of the Committee, the Chairman ſhould be directed to report 


progreſs, and alk leave to fit again. 
The Houle being reſumed, progreſs was repor ted, and the 
farther conſideration of the Bill in a Committee was fixed for 


_ Friday. OS: 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, June 14. 


The Lord proceeded to hear Counſel in the appeal of the 
York Building Company againſt Mackenzie ; the Lord Chancellor 


delivered his ſentiments at conſiderable length, when the de- 
ciſion of the court of ſeſſion was affirmed with 100l. coſts. 


Ad Nee 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, June 14. 


- Ya Lloyd, Eſq. took the oaths and his ſeat for Flintſhire, 
The Houſe in a Committee went through the Scotch militia, 


| the Alien bilis, and the Attornies Indemnity bill. 


The Secretary at Mar brought up a more correct eſtimate 
of the additional allowance granted to the privates, non-com - 
miſhoned officers, &c. of the army, and the former eſtimate 
being withdra'zn, this was laid upon the table, and ordered to 


be taken into conſideration on Friday next, in a a Committee of 


ſupply. : 
Lord Belgrave gave 1 notice that "X ſhould defer to ſome 
Lieut time his motion which ſtood for the next day, relative 
to the election treating laws. 


CORPORAFION JURISDICTION BILL. 
Mr. Parker Cite, moved that the Houſe reſolve itſelf into a 


mel of the whole Houſe on the Corporation Juriſdiction 
ill 


He 
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He expreited his ſurpriſe at the uniform oppolition given by 


the honourable member to the bill in all its ſtages, but more 


particularly to its going into a Committee where the merits of 
the reſpective clauſes might be diſcuſſed, 

Mr. Migley oppoſed the motion. 

The Houſe divided on the e chat the ſpeaker do now 
leave the chair. 


Ayes, DIY = 36 
A — 1 
Majority 29 | 


The bill was accordingly committed. 


On the chairman's reading the clauſe which went to exempt 
the city of Exeter, Mr. W.gley oppoſed it, on the ground that 
if the bill was good for every other part of the kingdom, it 


was alſo good for the city of Exeter. 


＋ he Miaſter of the Rolls argued at ſome length on the pro- 


priety of the bill, and expreſſed his with that it might pals this 
ſeſſion. 8 

After a few words from Me. Coke, Mr. Baſtard and Mr. 
Migley in reply, the N was put on the clauſe of Exemp- 
tion. 8 


Ayes, e N 36 
Nen, e * 
Majority 2 


The following amendment was then propoſed to be made to 
the clauſe : or unteſs in caſes of indictment removed by writ of 
certiorari to his Majeſty's court of kings's bench, 


Another diviſion took place on this amendment, which was 
followed by ſeveral more on the various clauſes of the bill, and 
it was, we underſtand, at length agreed to, while ſtrangers 


were excluded, that the debate on one of the clauſes ſhould be 
adjourned to this day three months. 


A meſſage was received from the Lords, cquainting the 


Hgauſe that their Lordſhips had appointed two of their number 


to go up to St. James's the next day, to wait upon his Majeſty 
with the addreſs of both Houſes reſveQing the promulgation 


of the ſtatutes, and requeſting the Houſe of Commons to ap- 


point a proportionate number of their members to go up along | 


with them. Four Gentlemen were appointed. 


Mr. Hebhouſe ſaid, that on account of the abſence of an ho- 
nourable friend of his (Mr. Sheridan) who was prevented from 


_ attending on this day by indiſpoſition, he meant to have pro- 
poſed, that the Committee on the ſtamp duty bill thould be 
Vol. III. I 797. 30 further 
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further deferred till Monday next, but as he underſtood that 
his honourable friend would have an opportunity of delivering 


his ſentiments on a future ſtage of the bill, ke had no objection 
to enter into the buſineſs on that evening. 


THE BANK. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that next t day 
he would move for leave to bring in a bill to continue the 
reſtriction on the Bank from paying in caſh, 


STAMPS. 


The Houfe having refolved itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houle on the bill for granting to his Majeſty additional 
duties on ſtamps, 

Mr. Hob hoi ſæ ſtated ſome objections againſt the bill, as far 
as it affected mortgage deeds, transfer deeds, and agreements. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that the duty pro- 
poſed to be laid on transfer deeds, did not form a part of this | 
71 HS 

Mr. V. Bird objeQed-to the additional duty which it was 
propoſed to lay upon admiſſions into corporations, upon the 
ground that it threw an additional difficulty in the * of a 
man obtaining the right of election. 


The Houſe divided on this clauſe, 


N foes, — — ED 
AMajorty, 50 


NEWSPAPER ADDITIONAL DUTY. 
The Committee came next to conſider that part of the bill 
which reſpefted newſpapers, and on the motion of Mr. Roſe, 
that three half-pence additional duty be impoſed upon each 
paper, 
: Mr. Hol bon fe roſe to oval this clauſe. He lamented moſt 
ſincerely Mr. Sheridan's abſence; but he could not help ſtating 
thoſe objections which occurred to him againſt this part of the 
bill. He confidered it as a direct invaſion upon the liberty of 
the preſs, and as brought forward, not in. aid of the revenue, 
but for the purpoſe of ſuppreſſing a very uſeful claſs of publica- 
tions. It was a part of the ſyſtem upon which the preſent Mi- 
niſters had uniformly acted:— In the treaſon bill they laid re- 
ſtrictions upon WRITING; in the fedition bill they prohibited 
perſons from aſſembling to conFER together; and now, by 
what was called a tax bill, we were to be cut off from reading 
the very uſeful publications called newſpapers, This was the 
ſtrongeſt 
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ſtrongeſt objection againſt the bill, It would, however, ope- 
rate very ſeverely avant a number of e It was 
vain to expect that the circulation of new{papers would not be 
d1minithed | in con! ſequence of this addition to the duty. The 
hancellor of the Exchequer had rated the produce of the ad- 
ditional tax of three hatfpence at thiee-fourths of the former 
duty of two pence, not making allowance for the loſs of the 
fale of a ſingle p paper. He would find, however, that people 
who uſed to take in a paper by themſelves, would now enter into 


partnerſhip, and that inſtead of taking a paper ever y day, would 


be contented with one three times a week. He was ſurprited 
that ever it ſhould have been held out as a ſource of revenue. 


Beſides, as an additional capital would be neceffary {or the 


newſpaper vender, either ſome allowance muſt be made to 
him, or he muſt raiſe the price of his paper. As to the addi- 
tional duty on advertiſements, he was of opinion. that inſtead 
of being productive, it would prove injurious. to the revenue. 
The advertifers were moſtly Bookſellers or venders of quack 


medicines. In conſequence of the additional impoſts they 


would advertiſe leis frequently, and fell fewer of their goods, 
ſo that the revenue would thus loſe two ways. It would loſe 
the duty on the adyertiſements, and it would loſe the duty alſo 
upon the paper on which books are publiſhed, and upon the 
medicines which are fold, Upon theſe grounds he hoped that 
the Houſe would agree with him in ung. that they ought 
not to entertain the preſent bill. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, hat as it was not ne- 


W to touch on thoſe political Beate to which the ho- 


nourable Gentleman had alluded, the quelizon appeared {imply 
to be, whether the article under contidera tion was able to bear 
the additional tax which was propoſed to be laid on it. When 
he conſidered the increaled circulation of newſpapers, one 
could hardly find, in his opinion, a more juſt and proper ſub- 
ject for taxation. An allowance was certainly intended to be 
made both to the proprietors and venders of newſpapers, and he 


would ſtate what that allowance was. It was undeniable, that 


an addition of capital would, in conlequence of the duty, be 

neceſſary. And it was Gand requiſite to take iuto conlidera- 
tion what degree of increaſed charge or expence might be 
brought on the proprietors and venders, as well as what 9" <li 


ance might be reaſonably made ſo as to leave to them the ſame 


profits as before, without giving them a pretence to raiſe the 
price of the article on their cuſtomers. It was not to be ex- 
pected, that tne rate of diſcount which it was propoſed, after 
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every poſſible enquiry, to he made to them ſhould ſatisfy them 
all, nor would he undertake to fay that it would fatisty anv of 
them. But there was no reaſon. to iuppole that there would 
Not be as great a pro fit left both to the proprietors and venders 
for their capital as before bye PANS the 1ate of difcount be 
tween them equal to 16 per cent. of the whol- duty. With 
reſpect to any calculation as to ul probable decreaſe cf the ſale 
of n he could by no means admit that as a principle 
by which the Con mitte were to regulate their opinion, forif once 
admitted, it mi ight with equal propriety apply to every other 
article ot taxation in the Exciſe or Cuſtoms. He however te- 
lieved, that the {ale of newſpapers would not decreaſe, as the 
deſire to peruſe them was becoming every day more : Eager and 
univerſal. | 
Mr. V. Smith underſtood that the caſe of the London and 
of the country new ſpapers was very different, aud that the pre- 
ſent bill would prove ruinous to the latter. He reminded the 
_ Houſe that newſpapers were not like any other object of taxa- 
tion. Whatever affected the 1ndependence of newſpapers, af- 
fected the Conſtitutional incereſts of the public. It was perfect- 
ly notorious, that under every adminiſtration there were cer- 
tain new (papers penſioned by the Government. But if a man, 
by the fair profits of a newſpaper, realized 1000l. a year, or 
more, he would look with the greater indifference on 30ol. 
whereas if he were reduced to the brink of ruin, ſuch an offer 
_ would be gladly accepted. The preſent tax in its conſequences 
therefore tended to put every newſpaper in the kingdom in the 
power of Adminiſtration, by making them purchaſable at a low 
price. Upon theſe general grounds, as well as from its injuri— 
ous operation upon individuals. he oppoſed the bill. 
Mr. Hob hon ſe ſaid he underſtood that credit was ſometimes 
given by the proprietors of newſpapers. The proprietors of 
newſpapers who were likewiſe the venders did give credit, and 
that to a conſiderable amount. 
Mr. Ree ſaid it was true that the proprietors o country 
newſpapers were likewiſe the venders. What was the opinion 
of the country proprietors was not known from themſelves, but 
from a perſon in London, who was agent for moſt of them, his 
Majeſty's Miniſters were informed that they were perſectiy 
well ſatisfied. At preſent the proprietors of newſpapers were 
allowed a diſcount of 4 per cent for various charges. For the 
new duty it was calculated that g per cent would cover any 
_ additional-expence or diminution of profit, which made 13 per 
cent. be fides which, there Was 3 per cent. more allowed, 
| which, 
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which, ſuppoſing their ſale to be the ſame, would be a PE: of 


3 per cent. on the duty. 
The Committee then divided, 


_ Ayes, (For the clauſe) . 60 
Noes, (Againſt it) — 10 
Majority, 7 50 


The Committee then went through the different clauſes ot 
the bill 

A clauſe was brought up to allow a diſcount of 10 per cent. 
in lieu of all diſcount now given to thoſe who ſhould not raiſe 
the price of the newſpaper more than the amount of the duty. 

Another clauſe to allow the diſcount to thoſe who, within 
the ſpace of three calendar months, had not raiſed the price of 
their paper, and who ſhould not take more than the amount of 
the duty. 

A clauſe was brought 1 up to allow four: + per cent. to thoſe 
who ſhould raiſe the price of their papers in a One: propor- 
tion than the amount of the duty. 


A clauſe was brought up requiring ect ſtamps to be 


uſed by thoſe who only raiſed their paper the amount of the 


duty, and took the diſcount of 16 per cent. and thoſe who took | 


only four and raiſed the price in a greater proportion. 


Thele clauſes were agreed to, the Houſe was reſumed, and 5 


the report ordered to be received to-morrow. 
Ihe Houſe went through the Committee on | the Scots' Mi- 
litia bill. eee 


' BOUSE OF LORDS. 
ThuRsDAY, June 15. 
Examined witneſſes in Teaſt's divorce bill. 


Read the bills on the table in | their different ſtages. —Ad- | 


journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMON S. 


Tubkspav, June 15. 


The bill for better regulating the aſſize of bread in the city 
of London and the weekly bills of mortality was read a third 


time, and paſſed, on the motion of Mr. Alderman Anderſon. 


The Committee of the whole Houle on the Scots' Diſtillery 
bill was deferred to Monday. As was alſo that upon the llave ; 


carrying bill till the next day. 


The bill ke general incloſure of REY lands by agreement, 
e. 
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ec. paſſed the Committee of the whole Houte, and the report 
as ordered to be received the next day, upon the motion of 
Sir John Sinclair.. 

Agreed to go into a Committee of the whole Houle on 
Monday on expiring laws, | 

The Corporation "Cauſes bill was ordered to be ſubmitted to 
the further tlie ;cration of a Committee of the whole Houle 


on Monday, on the motion of Mr. P. Coke. 


CAME.LAWS 

Mr. 7lliffe. purſuant to the notice e he had given, faid; he 
had to call the attention of the Floule to the prefent law re- 
ſpecting the commencement of paitridge ſhooting, His object 
was to allow Gentlemen to take that amuſement upon their 
own eſtates at any time between the firſt and the fourteenth 
of September, and by the conſent of their tenants, or other 
0:cupiers, on other grounds int! Ng fame manner. He there- 
fore moved, That the laſt Act of Parliament that paſſed upon 
that fubject be read, which being done, he moved, That leave 
be given to bring in a bill to explain and amend the ſaid act. 

Mr. Miley thoug! It that the meaſure which was now pro- 


poſed might become very injurie us to corn, a conſidet ation 


which he thought of was more importance than that of the 
amuſement of any claſs of 8 and therefor he oppoſed 
the motion. | 
The queſtion was put and negatived 
Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the New Stamp Duty 
bill. The ameridments made in the Committee were all read, 
agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be read a third time next 


day, if then engioſſed. 
BANK OF ENGLAND. : 


The Chancellor of the E xchequer moved, That his letter to 


the Bank Directors on the 12th inſt. and their anſwer on the 
| 13th, be laid before the Houſe. —Ordered. 


They were produced immediately. Ihe ſubſtance « the 


former was, that in the Minifter's opinion it was not expedient, 
under all the circumſtances, that the Bank ſhould reſume its 
97 7 in ſpecie on the 24th inſt. the period ſpecified in the 
late Act of Parliament. The latter expreſſed the acquieſcence 
of the Bank Directors to the opinion of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 
The Chancellor of the 7 c kequer then moved that the act of 
this ſeſſion of Parliament founded on the Order in Council 
of the 26th of February be read, which heing done, 
He ſtated, that as the period Was now v neatly clapſed which 
prohibited 


> aa Vx 3 
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prohibited the Bank paving in ſpecie, it became neceſſary to 
conlider the probable effect of ſuffering the prohibition to ex- 
pire; and although it was extremely defirable that the Bank 
ſhou!d reſume its uſual operatio 115, and aithough he had great. 
ſatisfaction in finding that fo much difficulty as might have 
been expected to ariſe n the fuſpenſion of the ord: mary func- 
tions of the bank, they were by no means fo great as had been 
predicted by ſome, yet he thought the reſtriction having taken 
place, it requ! ired more than uſual circumſpection and cavtion 
in taking it off, and Parliament thould take care that the Bank 
ſhould not be placed | in a ſtate of new hazard, unleſs they had 
a Clear and contident opinion it would be perfectly ſafe for 
the Bank to reſume its uſual mode of paying on the day now 
left open for that purpoſe. He thoaght it would not, under 
all the circumſtances, be prudent to allow the Bank to do fo, 
He had ftated this to be his opinion in his communication to 
the Bank Directors, and they had concurred in that opinion, 
but he withed that if any mealace was adopted for continuing 
the reſtriction, it ſhould be ſubject to furh modifications as 
might enable them to relume their payments, when, upon full 
examination of the matter it might be thought prudent to do ſo. 
He did not think it neceflary to enter into any detail at pre- 
ſent: that ought to be referved for a period after the introduc- 
tion of the bill which he thould move for leave to bring in. 
The reaſon which the Committee had for not reporting the 
given quantity of cath ET bullion in the Bank, at the com- 
mencement of the reſtriction, afforded to the Houſe a ſufficient 
excuſe on his part, for not entering into any distinct ſtatement 
upon that ſubject. He had, however, the ſatisfaction to ſay, 
that, under all the circumſtances, although he did not think 
it prudent that the reſtriction ſhould ceale on the 24th, yet 
there was in the affairs of the Bank, with regard to the means 
of payment in cath, an improvement that was nighly conſoling, 
and that the apprehenſion of their not recovering their ability 
to pay in the accuſtomed manner, was greatly exaggerated 
when the ſubject came firft before the Houle. The Houſe, 
he was confident, would. now fee the reaſon why he did not 
now enter into particulars. He then moved, That leave be 
given to bring in a bill to continue for a time to be lunited, 
the ſaid act, under certain regulations and reſtrictions. | 
Mr. WW. Smith faid, he did not mean to oppoſe the preſent 
motion. He had only to obſerve that all thoſe who theuglit 
properly upon this ſuhject could not expect all the difficulty 
of it to o be felt immediately, becuaſe the facility of the moment 
O 
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to iſſue paper was great, This meaſure he believed to he no 
ſurpriſe upon any body in that Houle, for there was hardly 
any body who really expected that the Bank would open its 
payments in cath on the 24th of June, 1 

Mr. Huſſiy wiſhed to know whether the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer could not give to the Houle ſome account of the 
Gtuation of the Bank now as co: Hpared with its fituation at the 
time when the reſtriction was laid on? The public, at preſent, 
had only the opinion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer rela- 
tive to the neceſſity of continuing the reſtriction. They 
know nothing of the amount, of the nature of the diſcounts of 
the Bank, ſupplied with paper in the lieu of caſh. The pub- 
lic knew nor what calls might be made on the Bank for cath 

when they were allowed to open, and allowing the Bank to go 
on to an unlimited amount, appeared to him to be a thing 
which might have about it a degree of hazard which the pub- 
lic were not aware of. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was able to ſtate, as 
far as his knowledge of the fact extended, that the comparative 
ſituation of the Bank upon the whole, with reference to Bank 
notes and bullion, was very conſiderably improyed. The dif- 
counts of the Bank, and the iſſue of paper, although liberal and 

equal to the exigency of commerce, were by no means unlimit- 
ed, or unqualified. Nothing had iſſued but upon a ſolid and 
_ correſponding capital. He was anxious to come to the termi- 
nation of the reſtriction, but although that could not be on the 


day appointed, yet it was a fatisfaCtion to the public to find 


that the inconvenience of the meaſure was much leſs than 
had been foretold. Indeed the conſequences of the meafure 
had been the reverſe of what had been foretold by its oppo- 
nents. 

Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he thought he underſidocd the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, * he wilhed to understand fi. But he 
had not ſtated on what documents he formed his opinion. 


| What proof had he to enable him to Judge of the quantity of 


diſcounts lately made by the Bank. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that certainly he had 


no official documents of the outſtanding diſcounts of the bank, 
nor of the bills of the Bank, but he had ſeen a ſtatement on 
which he thought he could ſafely form an Fam upon the 
27 5 to which he had already ſpoken. 

Mr S. Thornton ſaid, he had no objection to inform the 
Houſe how the matter ſtood with Wr, to diſcounts and the 


extremely 


Paper c of thin nn The _ Was, that the Bank had been 
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extremely guarded in the iſſue of its paper, and it did not 
now amount to more than the uſual average for ſome years 


paſt. 
The queſtion was then put and carried, 


FORESTALLING AND REGRATING. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, it was proper that he mould 


give notice that next day he ſhould call for the very ſerious 


attention of the Houſe (which he hoped would not be thin) 


to the bill which was now before it, and which was matter 


of great importance, he meant the bill for foreſtalling live 


cattle. He meant to contend that the Houſe ſhould beware 
of the probable ill effects of altering a law that had now ſtood 


upwards of 20 years. 


Mr. Burdon gave notice that on Monday he would move 
for leave to bring 3 in a bill to revive certain regulations rela- 


tive to the reſtraining the negociation of Bank notes, 
Adjourned. | 


| HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FriDaY, June 16. 


A new writ was ordered for the county of Buckingham. 


in the room of the hon. James Grenville, who has accepted 
of the chiltern hundreds. 


The Committee on the bill to prevent the foreſtalling of 
live Cattle, was poſtponed till Thurſday. 


The order of the day for the ſecond reading of a bill to 
repeal ſo much of an act of George II. as makes negroes real 


aſſets for the payment of debts, being read, 


Mr. B. Ediua ds explained the principle of the bill. 
Every humane mind muſt ſhudder at the idea of putting up 
human beings to ſale like cattle, for the payment of debts. 


Let this practice prevailed very generally in the iſland of 


Jamaica. The cruelty of the practice was revolting. After 
the ſufferings the negro had encountered on his frit leaving 
His native country, on the middle paſſage; after having, by 


his induſtry, raiſed a little money of his own, to be taken 


and ſold, perhaps to be Tent to the mines of Mexico, was a 
moſt ſevere and dreadful lot. To remedy this evil, the 


preſent bill was intended, and he was convinced that the ex- 
ample-of the Houſe of Commons repealing the part of the 
2 & to which the bill alluded, would pave the way for ghe 
repeal of the Colonial laws on the iubject, and ultimately to 

Vor. III. . | 3 P the 
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2s WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. IC 


the utter extinction of the practice. He concluded with 


moving that the bill be now read a ſecond time 


It was accordingly read, and ordered to be committed.” 

Mr. Huſſey aſked the Chancellsr of the Exchequer, when he 
intended to bring forward the ] urnpike and the Inland Na- 
vigation taxes? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that various and ex- 
ten{ive communications had been ade upon theſe ſubjects, 
and after every neceſſary information was obtained to enable 
him to make up his mind finally, he ſhould give notice of 
the ſpecific day when the diſcuſſion would be brought for- 
ward. 

The Slave Carrying bill was put off till Tueſday. 


SCOTCH DISTILLERIES, 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Ways 
and Means. Mr. Hobart in the chair. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer role to make a propoſal to 


the Committee, to levy a duty of 61. 10s. per gallon upon 


the diſtilleries in the Highlands of Scotland, which, added 
to the 2]. 10s. now raiſed, would make a ſum total of gl. 
per gallon duty upon every ſtill in that part of the kingdom. 
To this addition, he truſted, there could be no great objec- 
tion. ſince, even with that, the diſtilleries in the Highlands 
would bear but a ſmall proportion in their contribution to 
the revenue with the diſtilleries in the Lowlands, which are 
rated at no leſs a ſum than 541. per gallon. The general 
principle upon which this difference had hitherto been 
founded, was a repreſentation that the ſtills in the Low- 


lands were much larger than thoſe uſed in the Highlands, 


and a cheapneſs and goodneſs in the articles, which bein 

taken on ſo large a ſcale, compenſated fully for it. He was 
not capable of torming a preciſe idea what -difference there 
ought to be in the duty for this difference in the diſtilleries, 
and therefore he ſhould propoſe the preſent duty for a ſhort 


"Hae only, in order to inveſtigate what duties the diſtilleries 


in the Highlands will bear. In reſpect to altering the line 
of demarcation between the Lowlands and the Highlands, 
he-truſted he ſhould alſo be juſtified, ſince it was a well- 


known fact, that Where the country was not barren, and 


where it was an eaſy matter to procure grain at a reaſonable 
price, and aſterwards diſpoſe of the article at an enormous 
Pot, according to the preſent line of Gemarcations many 

| & gd 


Ju vx 16. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. = 4856 
places were exempt. As there would be ſome. difficulty, 
however, attending an alteration of this nature, to know 
1 where the burden ought to fall, and where it ought 

, he ſhould propoſe to make ſuch places as were for- 
8980 within the old boundary, and by an alteration might 


be now included in the new, an intermediate diſtrict. ſub- 
ject to particular regulations. He ſaid, he had the ſatisfac- 
tion of knowing that no material objection had been given 
to theſe meaſures by any ot the parties concerned; and con- 
cluded by moving, that it was the reſolution of the Commit, 
tee, towards railing the ſupply to be g anted to his Majeſty, 
that a ſum of 61. 10s. per gallon over and above the duties 
now levied, ſhould be raiſed upon every till uſed in that pat 
of the kingdom called the Highlands of Scotland. 
Sir Mm. Pulteney contended that equality of taxation all 
cover the country, both in England and Scotland, eſpecially on 


ſpirits, ought to be eſtabliched, and this he was convinced n 


would conduce to the intereſt 5 the whole. 


Mr. M D:wa'l ſaid, that if the duty was not impoſed ic in a 


much higher degree than it now was payable upon the 
Highland Diſtilleries, the Diſtillers of the Lowlands could 


not go on, and that next year no licences would be taken 


out but for the Highland diſtricts, Which would occaſion 


a loſs to the revenue of more than 400,002. per annum. 


Great quantities of ſpirits were ſmuggled from the Highlands 


into the Lowlands. This was evident from the conſideration, 


that though the large towns and the pr: Re population were 

in the Low Countries, the contents of the ſtills were 10,000 
gallons for the Highlands, and 6,090 for the Lowlands. It 
was ſaid that the ſaving of labour, &c. on the large ſtills, en- 
abled them to pay more duty than the {mall ones. He had en- 
quired into the ſubject, however, and hail converſed with two 


very eminent diſtillers, Mr. Langdale and Mr. Liptrap; the 


former had informel him, that five ſtills of 40 gallons, would 
do as much in 24 hours as one of 200 gallons. Mr. Liptrap 


_ thought that the ſtill of 200 gallons would do fully as much, 


ai which it appeared, that there was no reaſon for the dif- 


ference of duty. He therefore propoſed, that inſtead of ſix 


pounds ten ſhillings additional, it ſhould be nine pounds. This, 


however, he ſhould not preſs at preſent. He had underſtood 


| that the buſineſs was not to have com on till Monday. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that Monday was the | 


| 15 for the diſcuſſion of the meaſure, but it was neceſſary to 
vote : the ſums in a Committee of Ways and Van 
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Ts  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lox ps, 
© Aﬀer'a few words more from Mr. M. Doꝛvall and Sir V. 
„Pulte, the Reſolution was agreed to. The Houſe reſumed, 


Iren the 28 88 ordered to be received on Monday. 


BANK PAYMENTS. | | 
The bill for continuing the Reſtriction on the Bank, was 
brought up and read a firſt time - 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that Selene would 
ſee that the bill was the ſame as the former one, with the omiſ- 
ſion of the clauſe of Indemnity, now unneceſſary, and the clauſe 
impowering the Bank to pay in caſh upon a given notice. It 
was the with of the Bank to be enabled to reſume their pay- 
ments, under certain reſtrictions, without notice. Upon the 
whole, as the diſcuſſion likely to ariſe on the hill would be 
confined to the nature of the reſtriftions, and the duration of 
the bill would take place better in the Committee, it was his 
intention, therefore, to move the ſecond reading now, and fix 
the Committee for Monday, which was agreed to. | 
The Houſe went Wen a Committee on the American 


Treaty Bill. 


The Army Extraordinaries were deferred till Monday. 5 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| Monvpay, June 19. 
SCOTS APPEAL, 


THE YORK BUILDINGS COMPANY, VERSUS JAMES REM. 
NER, ESQ. 

Their Lordſhips heard the Attorney ende and Mr. An- 
ſtruther on behalf of the Reſpondent; after which, 

The Lord Chancellor roſe, and ſtated his ſentiments of the 
aſe: He concluded by moving,“ That the Appellants do 
© pay to the Reſpondent the ſum of tool. coſts in this cafe.” 
Which was ordered accordingly. This deciſion goes to affirm 


the judgment of the Court of Seſſion. 


The various Bills upon the Table were forwarded in their 


reſpective ſtages: among theſe was the commitment of Teaſte's 


Divorce Bill, in which a proviſion was made in the Bill for 
ſettling an Annuity of 150l. for the maintenance of * 
Teaſte. The Bill was ordered to be reported. 


IE SURGEONS” BIII. 
On * queſtion for the third reading of this Bill, counſel | 


. were 223. to the heard, on which, | 
MI. Plomer was heard as Counſel for the Petitionert 8 
te Surgeons Corporation Bill. He ſtated, that the number 


of 


Joxx 19%] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORrs. 487 
of Petitioners againſt the Bill amounted to 178; that this Bill 


had been clandeſtinely introduced at the inſtance of 11 perſons, 


and without the conſent or knowledge of the parties imme- 
diately intereſted ; and that, in the preſent inſtance, every rule 
of the Houſe reſpeQing private bills had. been violated. This 


Bill affected the intereſt and property of above 500 individuals, 


and had been introduced into Parliament by 11 perſons, with- 


out any previous notice being given to the Members of the Cor- 
poration. He ſtated, that the Bill had been introduced by a 


few perſons in conſequencs of the improvident ſale of eſtates 
belonging to the Company, and the purchaſe of houſes. By 
this Bill, all the concerns of the Corporation would be laid 


profirate at the feet of 21 perſons, who were alſo empowered _ 
to put an abſolute negative upon any one practiſing Surgery 


within ten (inſtead of the former limits of ſeven) miles of Lon- 
don, under the penalty of 10. per month, without they ſub- 
mitted to become Members of this Corporation, otherwiſe they 
were to be excluded from the practice of Surgery, whatever 
their abilities might be. Experience, he ſaid, had condemned 


the practice now ; propoſed to be adopted; he referred to the 


mal. adminiſtration of the affairs of the Company by the Cor- 


poration. From the year 1745, it had been in the receipt of 
a revenue exceeding 80,000]. whillt they had promoted no 


public inſtitution for the promotion of Surgical Science, or for 


the benefit of the Corporation; whilſt above 16,000]. of that 
money had been put into the pockets of individuals, and the 
Teſt diffipated in public dinners; one Gentleman (Mr. Gun- 


ning} had ſtated that he had ſaved the Company above 170l. 
per annum in the article of dinners. The Counſel conſidered 


it as reflecting diſgrace on that learned body, that they had a 


theatre without Lectures, and a Library without books. 


The Biſhop of Rochefter here called to order. He thonght 


the learned Counſel was conſuming the time of the Houſe by 
going over the ſame ground which had been trodden in the 


Committee; and he propoſed that the Counſel ſhould be re- 


ſtrained to bring forward new arguments. 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, that the Counſel ſhould be 7 "0 
10 ed to proceed; it was eaſy to object generally to certain deſerip- 


tions of oratory ; but it would be found very hard to reduce 
ſuch objections to a propoſition. The reverend Prelate had 


made no motion reſpecting the inſtructions to be given to 
Counſel; and he muſt proceed of courſe. Add to this, there 


were many Peers in the Houſe, who did not attend the 
; Committee ; the matter was therefore new to them. The 
| mittee | 
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488 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS | [Loaps, 


Houſe were to con{i/er the pri inciple of the Bill. The Com- 
mittee could only inveſtigate its details. It was their 


Lordſhips duty to hear the Counſel; and he never knew a 
meaſure which called more loudly for reprehenſion than that 


at preſent in queſtion. It demanded a repetition of objec- 


tions to It, however they might be orating to cars of ſome in- 


dividuals. 


The Biſhop of Ro. hofter ſaid a few words i in tappen of the 


objection he had before urged to the hearing Counſel. 


Lord Thurlow ſtrenuouſly ſupported his arguments in fa- 


vour of the Counſel's procecding. Hie then adverted to the 


bill ſaid it was one of the greateſt importance, and attacked 


not only the rights, but the property, of a great body of in- 
dividuals—it went to veſt the whole power of a very reſpect- 


able Corporation, in perpetuity, in the hands of a few per- 


fons ; and a great number of praQitioners were, by the bill, 
propoſed to be admitted into the Corporation only for the 


purpoſe of giving the few the more power to cruſh them 


under foot, which could not be fo conveniently done under 
the exiſting regulations, 


The Lerd C Rane was of opinion, that as the proceed- 
ings then ſtood, the Counſel ſhould be heard. 


Mr. Plomer was then called in, and proceeded at ſome far- 


ther length his arguments againſt the bill. When their Lord- 


ſhips (as we could underſtand, adjourned the farther heating 


till "Thurfday. 


The Royal Aﬀent was give en by commiſtion to the Loyalty | 
Loan Subſcribers, the Levant Trade Reſtriction, the Corn 
Importation, the Debtors Relief, (commonly known by the 
appellation of the © Lord's act“) bills; alſo to the Ramſgate 
Harbour bill, and to twenty other bills of a local or private 
deſcription. 


The Commiſſioners on tkis occaſion were, the 4430 Chan- 
cellor, Marguis Cornwallts, and Earl Spencer. 


ADDITIONAL DUTIES ON NEWSPAPERS. 


After their Lordſhips had waited ſome time, Mr. Hobart 
preſented from the Houſe of Commons the bill for granting 
to his Majeſty certain additional Stamp Duties (amon 

which the above are included). The bill was forthwith read 


2 k firſt time, and at ſeven 0 clock the Houle . 


Joxe 19.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Mod pA, June 19. 
BANK RESTRICTION BILL. 
he Chancellor of the Exche/ zue, moved the order of the day 


on the bill for continuing the reſtrition on the Bank of 
England relative to the payment in caſh, &e, 


'The Houle eee went into a Committee 500 the 
bill. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer aid, that the blanks in the 
preſent were to be filled up as they were in the former bill, 
and the only queſtion was, that of the duration of the reftric- 
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tion. This he propoſed to be until the end of one month | 


after the commencement of the next ſeſſion of Parliament. 


He ſhould propoſe, however, a clauſe by which the Bank 


ſhould have the liberty of renewing its operations of pay- 


ment in cath ſooner on their giving a notice ſpecifying the 
deſcription of the demand which they were to pay.—They 


would in that notice ſtate what dividens, or other defeription _ 
of debt they ſhould pay in caſh. This, he thought, was a 
meaſure that was founded in policy, for it was calculated 0 


enable the Bank to open gradually 
I he queſtion was then put, and the blank filled up to con- 
tinue the reſtriction for one month after the commencement 
of the next ſeſſion of Parliament. 

The Chancell:y of the Exchequer then propoſed his dau 
e that it (hall be lawful for the Governor and Com- 


pany of the Bank of Evsland to idue caſh out of any caſh in 


their diſpoſal in payment of the whole or part of any debt 

whatever outſtanding againſt them, at any time during the 
continuance of the ad, on giving five days notice to the 
Speaker of the Houſe of Comment: giving a deſcription of 


8 
the debt which they intend ſo to diſcharge, Which notice the 


Speaker of the Houſe of Commons ts to cauſe to be inſerted 


forthwith 1 in the London Gazette. 


Mr. m. Smith wiſhed to know whether it was meant to 
Bank a power of ſclection as to the perſons whom 
to pay in cath duiing the © ontiuuance of this act? ” 


give to t 
| they wel 
He faw no o good reaſon why 1 Hinald eſo, 

The Chanceller of the 7 Exchequer ſaid, that the hats ou 


not by this clauſe have the power of fel-Aing any individuals 


whom they thould pay in caſh; for it directed, not that they 


ſhould name any individuals ok they intended to pay, 


BM to give a W of the debt or d mand which they in- 


tended 
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488 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS [Los ds, 
Houſe were to con{1er the principle of the Bill. The Com- 
mittee could only inveſtigate its details. It was their 
Lordſhips duty to hear the Counſel; and he never knew a 

meaſure which called more loudly for reprehenſion than that 
at preſent 1n-queſtion. it demanded a repetition of objec- 
tions to it, however they might be grating t to cars of ſome in- 

dividuals. 


The Biſhop of N0. hefter fold a few words in ſupport of the 
hy 4 he had before urged to the hearing Counſel. 

Lord Thurl:w ſtrenuoully ſupported his arguments in fa- 
vour of the Counſel's procecding. He then adverted to the 
bill ſaid it was one of the greateſt i Importance, and attacked 
not only the rights, but the property, of a great body of in- 
dividuals—it went to veſt the whole power of a very reſpect- 
able Corporation, in perpetuity, in the hands of a few per- 
fons ; and a great number of practitioners were, by the bill, 
propoſed to be admined into the Corporation only for the | 
purpoſe of giving the few the more power to cruſh them 

under foot, which could not be ſo COnVERIERNLy done under 
the exiſting regulations. 
I be Lord C-ancellor was of opinion, that as the proceed- 
ings then ſtood, the Counſel ſhould be heard. 

Mr. Plomer was then called in, and proceeded. at ſome fax | 
ther length his arguments againſt the hill. When their Lord- 
ſhips (as we could underſtand, adjourned the farther hearing 
till Thurſday. 

The Royal Aſſent was given by commiſiion to the Loyalty 
Loan Subſcribers, the Levant Trade Reſtriction, the Corn 
Importation, the Debiors Relief, (commonly known by the 
_ appellation of the Lord's act“) bills; alſo to the Ramſgate 

Harbour bill, and to twenty other bills of a local or private 


deſcription. 


The Commiſſioners on this occaſion were, the Lerd Chan- 
; cellor, Marquis Cornwallis, and Earl Spencer. 


ADDITIONAL DUTIES ON NEWSPAPERS. | 


After their Lordſhips had waited ſome time, Mr. Hobart 
preſented from the Houſe of Commons the bill. for granting 
to his Majeſty certain additional Stamp Duties (amon 
which the above are included). The bill was forthwith read 
a firſt time, and at ſeven o clock the Houſe adjourned. 


ED. a ag roy ' HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Mod pa, June 19. 
BANK RESTRICTION BILL. 


The Gu br of the Exchequer moved the order of the day 
on the bill for continuing the reſtriction on the Bank of 
England relative to the payment in caſh, &c. 
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bill. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the blanks in the 


preſent were to be filled up as they were in the former bill, 
and the only queſtion was, that of the duration of the reſtric- 


tion. This he propoled to be until the end of one month 


after the commencement of the next ſeſſion of Parliament. 


He ſhould propoſe, however, a clauſe by which the Bank 


ſhould have the liberty of renewing its operations of pay- 
ment in cath ſooner on their giving a notice ſpecifying the 
deſcription of the demand which they were to pay.—They 


would in that notice ſtate what dividends, or other de oh a | 


of debt they ſhould pay in caſh. This, he thought, was 
meaſure that was founded in policy, for it was calculated ſo 
enable the Bank to open gradually. 


Ihe queſtion was then put, and the blank filled up to con- 


tinue the reſtriction for one month after the commencement 


of the next ſeſſion of Parliament. 


Ihe Chancell:y of the Exchequer then paſed his chuſe⸗ 
providing that it (hall be lawful for the Governor and Com- 


pany of the Bank of E. gland to idue caſh out of any caſh in 


their diſpoſal in payment of the whole or part of any debt 


whatever outſtanding againſt them, at any time during the 


continuance of the ac, on giving five days netice to the 


| Speaker of the Houſe of Cn ons, giving a deſcription of 


the debt which ihey intend ſo to diſch: arge, Which notice the 


Speaker of the Houſe of Commons ts tv endes 


to be inſerted 
forthwith in the London Gazette. 


Mr. n. Smith withed to Know whorher | it Was meant to 
Bank a power of ſclecion as to the perſons whom 


give to t 


they wee to pay in caſh duiing the c ontinuanc de of ane act ? 
He ſav no good reaſon why 1 theo uld beſo. 


The Chanceller of the Exch euer ſuid, that the Baut would 


not by this clauſe have the power of fel-ding any individuals 


whom they thould pay in caſh ; for it directed, not that they 


ſhould name any individuals whom they intended to Pays 


but to give a deſcription of the debt or demand which they in- 
9 1 | or | t 


The Houſe conſeq ently went into a Committee upon the 
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480 WOODFALLE'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
tended to diſcharge in caſh. The object of the clauſe was, 
that the Bank ſhould be enabled to open gradually; they 
muſt have ſome diſcretion in doing ſo; and it could only be . 
done by their chooſing the ſpecies of demand which they 
ſhould preter, and giving a defcription of it in their notice. 
Mr. Wm. Smith was not yet ſatisfied that the operation of 
this power might not be that of giving preference to ſome 
individuals. 525 
The · Chancellor of the Eæchequcr ſaid, that he ſaw no bettet 
mode of allowing this power for the Bank to open gradually, 
than that which was now Propoſed. The 10 res muſt 
be general in its nature. 
The queſtion was then put, and the clauſe was agreed to. 
The Houſe being reſumed, the report was ordered to be 
received the next day. | 


SCOTCH DISTILLERIES, 


Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

The reſolution for charging 61. 10s. per 251055 on the con- 
tents of che Still in the Highlands of Scotland, was read and 
agreed to. 

This reſolution being referred again to a ale of 
the whole Houſe, a converſation took place upon the ſubject 

of diſtilleries, and the conſumption of ſpirits among the 
lower orders of the people, and of the produce to the reve- 
nue, &c. in which Mr. M*Deowall ex preſſed his decided diſ- 
approbation of the tendency of the preſent bill, and his ear- 
neſt wiſh that, after the meaſure ſhould have gone through a 
complete inveſtigation, the Highland and the Lowland Diſ- 
tilleries might be put on a proper and equal footing, which 
would greatly contribute to increaſe the induſtry of the dom 
tr 8 
N. Ferguſon, Mr. Frafer, Sir Charles Refs, Lord F. 7 
bell, and Mr. Wilberforce were equally conſcious that the bill 
in queſtion ſhould be maturely conſidered and fully inveſtigat- | 
ed, that it might come under diſcuſſion. next a after 
gentlemen had "had ſuff cient time to make up thefF minds on 
the ſubject, the Present being only intended as a been 
meaſure. 
Sir n. Pulteney wilhed to boom whether the bill was to 
be inveſtigated in Parliament, or by the treaſury Board? If 
by the latter, they would bring in a bill according to their 
own-ideas, and all inveſtigation would *ſterrards be to no 
purpoſe. 5 5 The 


1 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that nothing had fallen 
from him which could authoriſe the honourable Baronet to 
ſuppoſe that it was his wiſh to ſurrender the rights of Parlia- 
ment on this or any other ſubject; all he intended was, that 
the article of ſpirits ſhould pay as high A duty. as it could bear; 
but firſt it was neceſſary to fix the proportion to be paid by ſtills 
in different parts of the country and of different deſcriptions. 
Nothing, therefore, could prevent the honourable Baronet 
from moving for any inveſtigation he ſhould think proper 
when the ſubje& would come before the Houſe next ſeſſion. 
It was then agreed that the preſent bill ſhould remain in 
force for one month after the commencement of the next ſel- | 
fion* „ 
The Committee then went throd h the bill, and the report I 1 
was ordered to be received on Thurfia ay. Ce: 6 1 


ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTIES. 


The bill for i:mpoſing certain additional ſtamps on veyſ⸗ 
papers and other articles, was read a third time. 5 _— 
The queſtion being put that the bill do paſs, | 
Mr. Bouverie obſerved that an honourable Gentleman had | 
ſaid, on a fornier day, when this ſubject was before the Houſe, = 
that the proprietors of country newſpapers were fatisfied Wik 
this bill as it ſtobd. He had ſaid, that he had received a letter 15 
from a perſon of the name of Taylor to that effect. Mr. Bou- 1 
verie ſaid, that he had received a letter from one of his conſti- $i 
tuents, who was a proprietor of a very conſiderable country 1 
newſpaper. He was by no means ſatisfied, nor was he au- 
thoriſed from any . of newſpapers, to fay, that they 
were ſatisfied with this bill. | Wu! 
Mr. Ro/e ſaid, that he never aſſerted, that all the proprietors 1 
of country newſpapers were ſatisfied wich this bill, but that he 1 
was informed by letter from Mr. Taylor, who was agent in * 
London for the greater | number of them, that may were \ wi 
nerally ſatisfied. Saks 
Mr. Bouverie ſaid, that the Sroprietors of country nee | 
papers gave twelve months credit, and he thought that ſome 
further allowance ought to be made to them on that account. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer was not of that opinion. 99 
Mr. Jekyll lamented that a ſubject of ſo much importance 
was brought forward at ſo late a period of the ſeſſion, and in 
ſo thin a Houſe. He er to the principle of the bill, as 
far as went to tax newſpapers.” It went collaterally: todiminiſh 
_ the liberty of the preſs, by diminiſhing the means by which 
the prefs was fupported. He e is the bill was not 
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divided into two bills: that the ſubject of newſpapers might be 
diſcufled ſeparately as had- been propoſed by an honourable 
friend of his, (Mr. Sheridan) whoſe abſence that day he ver 

much lamented. A tax upon newſpapers had been called, by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, a tax on luxury. He owned 
he did not ſee much luxury in their contents of late, unleſs 
accounts of public calamities and diſaſters could be deemed 


ſuch. He conſidered this duty as a penalty, which would in 


all inſtances check, and in ſome prohibit the publication of 
newſpapers, by which the diffuſion of knowledge would be 
| materially and injuriouſly prevented. It was true that the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated, that it would improve the 
revenue 100,000]. a year, but he doubted whether it would 


produce any thing, becauſe he believed that the diminution of 
ſale would equal the increaſe of the duty. For theſe reaſons, 
although he ſhould not have objected to the other proviſions of 


the bill had they heen ſeparated, he was under the 9 " 


giving his negative to this motion. 

Mr Smith ſaid, that the objections of the propr ietors of coun- 
try newſpapers, to this bill, were by no means done away. 

The queſtion was then put, and the bill paſſed. 


Mr. Roſe brought up a bill for impoſing a ſtamp duty upon 


receipts, for the payment of money, for carr ing goods for hire, 


Read a firſt, and ordered to be read a ſecond time the next day. | 


The other orders of the a were deferred. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TUESDAY, June 20. 


Heard counſel on the claim to the peerage of Glencairn, 

| Keeceived from the Commons the bill for continuing the 
reſtriction on the Bank of England with regard to their pay- 

ing in caſh, &c. and ſome other bills, which were read a firſt 

time. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 TvuE8DAY, June 20. 
Mr. Haber brought up the report upon the bil] for conti- 


lt g 


nuing the reſtriction on the Bank of England with regard. to | 


their paying in caſh, &c, 

Mr. Huſſey ſaid, that it appeared t to him yeſterday when this 
| bill was in the committee that a clauſe in it would empower 
the Dank to pay in caſh, any perſon they ſhould think proper 
to 
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them. He had ſince 1ead over the clauſe, and he was fill of 
of the ſame opinion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid that, by the clauſe al. 
laded to, the Bank would have the power of paying any debt 
without diſtinQtion, that was, they would be empowered to pay 


in caſh any defeription of debt after they had given notice as 


required by the clauſe, but they could not pay Bank-nores, the 


Property of any particular perſon, at pleaſure, unleſs included 
in the deſcription. They might pay Bank-notes, or they might 


pay dividends in caſh, If they paid Bank-notes, they might do 
ſo to the amount, and of the kind which they ſpecified in the 
_ deſcription which they were to give in their notice. If they 

intended to pay dividends, they muſt alſo deſcribe the nature 
and extent of ſuca dividends before they paid them; but they 
could not pay individuals at will without including the nature 
of their demands in ſuch notice. 


Mi. Huſſey ſaid, he did not mean to inſinuate that the i power 


now propoted to be given to the Bank would be abuſed ; nor 


did he pretend to be much of a critic upon the grammatical 


conſtruction of words, but he confeſſed that it appeared to him 


this bill would give the Bank the very power which the Chan- 


cellor of rhe Exchequer faid was not to be given. 


The Report of the Committee was then agreed to, and in 
a few minutes afterwards the Bill was read a hid time and 


paſſed. 


Houſe on Friday, on the motion of Mr Burdon. 


Ihe Bill to prevent Negroes in the Colonies and Plans 
of America being ſold as real Aſſets for the payment of debts, 
paſſed a Committee of the whole Houſe, and the Report was 


3 immediately, and the bill was ordered to be engroſſed, 
on the motion of Mr. B. Edwards. 


The Report of the bill for carrying into efe& the Treaty 


of Inter: ourſe with America, was ordered to be received the 
next dax 5 


The Corporation Cauſed Bill paſſed a Committee of the 
whats Houſe, the Report was-received immediately, and the 
bill, with the amendinents, was ordered to be printed, on the 


motion of Mr. D. P. Coke, who delired the Houle to under- 


ſtand that he dia not mean: to preſs the further progreſs of this 
bill in the preſent Seſſion. 


The lurther conſideration of the en on a the Waſle Aach Ns 


TIP 3Qz2 e Encloſure 


403 
to ſelect for that purpoſe, who had any juſt demand upon 


The bill for reviewing 6s ate WEN Rs with regard. o 
negociation of Promiſſory Notes, & c. was read a ſecond ume, 
and ordered to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
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Encloſure Bill was deferred to the next day, on the motion of 
Sir John Sinclair. 

The Committee on the Bill for regulating the mode of 
carrying Slaves from the coaſt of Africa, in Britiſh veſſels, 
was deferred to Monday, on the motion * Sir W. Dolben, 


. 


HOUSE oF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, June 21. 
APPEAL FROM A DECREE IN CHANCERY, 
THOMAS HENCHMAN, ESQ. V. THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 
Lord Kenyon ſat as Speaker this day. His Lordſhip attended 


at one o'clock, and immediately proceeded to hear counſel re- 
lative to the above Appeal. After a long hearing, his Lord- 
ſhip took a ſhort view of the caſe, and concluded by moving 
the Houſe to affirm the deciſion of the Court of Chancery. — 
Which was ordered accordingly. _ 

Read a third time and palfed, the Bill for continuin the 
Reſtriction on the Bank, with reſpect to payment in — - 
The Alien Bill, and the Bill for eee Duties on various 

Stamps, &c, - POO 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


WEDNESDAY, Fune 21. 


A Meſſage from the Lords informed the Houle, that their 
Lordſhips had agreed to the Bill for reſtraining the Bank from 
making Payments in Caſh ; the Alien Bill, and the new Stamp 
Duty Bill, without any amendment, and that they had paſſed 
a Bill for the Divorce of Mr. Teaſte, a Merchant, to which 
they defired the concurrence of the Houſe. 
Mr. Serjeant Adair preſented a Petition in behalf of the pri- 
ſoners contined for debt in the Borough Gaol of Portſmouth, 
ſtating many hardſhips which they ſufter, and pray ing relief. 
Ordered to be laid on the table. | 
The Report of the Committee on the Scotch Mititia Bill 
was ordered to be taken into further conſideration on aer 


on the motion. of Mr. W. Duridas; 


Mr. Alderman Anderſon brought up a Bill for the rehef of 
inſolvent Debtors, which was read a firſt, and ordered to be 
read a ſecond time on Friday. 


Sir fl, Scott moved, That the Act of 33d of Georg UI. 


for the encouragement of Seamen, and the more effe ually 
manning his Majeſty's N wy be read; which being done, he 
moved 
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moved for leave to bring i in a Bill to amend the ſaid Act, and 


for making further proviſion for theſe purpoſes, Granted. 
.T he further conſideration of the Report of the Committee 


on the Waſte Lands Incloſure Bill, was . till Friday, on 


the motion of Sir John Sinclair, 

The Committee of Supply, and Ways and Means, were de- 
ferred to Friday. 

Mr. Alderman an preſented a Petition on behalf of 
Meflrs. Buller and Company, merchants, in London, againſt 
the Bill now pending for the relief of Ship Owners, and pray- 
ing that it may not pals into a law, or that it may be fo altered 
and modified as to have only a prof pective effect. Referred to 
a Committee on the Bill. 


Sir Godſrey V, aſſal's Diveres Bill paſſed a Committee of the | 


whole Houſe. - 
Mr. Hobart brought up the Nen af the American Treaty 
Bill; all amendments were agreed to, except one,” which was 
negatived, and the Bill was ordered to be engroſſed. 

The Bill for preventing Negroes being fold as, Aſſets for the 


payment of debts, & c. was read a third time and paſſed, on the 


motion of Mr. B. Edwards. 


On the motion for the ſecond reading ot a bill to allow Mr. : 


Manering, the holder of a Promiſſory Note for 2,500l. to 
_ ſtamp it with a ſtanip which is required by law to make it a 
legal inſtrument, and valid for the recovery of the demand. 


Mr. Erſt ne oppoſed it on the ground that there was no pre- 


cedent for ſuch a meaſure, and that to create ſuch a precedent 
would be dangerous to the public adminiſtration of juſtice, and 


diſhonourable to the records of Parliament, in as much as it 
vould be an advertiſement, that any man, who at any time had 


been nonſuited in the regular proceſs of a Court of Law, for 
want of legal evidence, and who had produced a document, 
which, by the forms of law, could not be read, to come to 


Parliament for leave to alter the ſtamp of ſuch a docu- 
ment as a mere matter of courſe, for if this indulgence was 


granted to one individual, another might afterwards claim 


it. Perſons who had been nonſuited for many years paſt, 
would have the ſame right to apply to Parliament for a 
ſimilar redreſs. The Laws when paſſed in Parliament be- 


came the Records of Parliament, the ſame as the Fudgments 
paſſed in the ſeveral Courts were the Records of thote Courts, 
Ot courle no Record of Parliament ought to be altered, with- 


out ſome ſpecial cauſe being aſſigned in the preamble of the bill 5 
for ſo doing. In this caſe there was no cauſe aſſigned. A miſ- 


| tak had been made in the ſtamp, which FRAY: it unpoſſble for 


Sage: TD 


the 12 
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the party to recover on the note. He had been accordingly 
nonſuited; and he now came to Parliament to crave relief, be- 
car ſe he had not had his note properly ſtamped. "Thouſands 
of perſons were in the ſame predicament, and would be equal- 
ly entitled to redreſs, if they applied to Parliament for it, If 
a bill was brought in to alter the whole law with regard to 
ſtamp duties on this head, it would make a material difference; 
though he did not heſitate to ſay he thould give his decided ne- 
oative to ſuch a bill. At preſent, Lowever, he muſt ſet his 
face againſt the preſent bill. The buſineſs had becn fully in- 
veſtigated both in law and equity. He had ſcen the an{wer in 
Chancery, and though he had the higheſt reſpect for the ho- 
nour and veracity of all parties, he muſt, as a Legiſlator, deem 
it his duty to oppoſe this bill. He therefore moved, that the 
ſecond reading of the bill be this day three months. 
Mr. H/igley contended that the Lil ought to be allowed to 
go mto other ſtages before the Houte, and complained that 5 
preſent oppoſition, in this ſtage, was aot the moſt candid, 
P Counſel was this day to have becn heart on both ſides, . 
| from the allegations they would have been able to produce pro. 
and con. the Houſe would be enabled to judge more decidedly 
on the bufineſs. The note in queſtion, which was for 2, 5001. 
he averred had been received bona fide as a valuable conftidera- 
tion, and as the ſtamp on which it was given was higher than 
what was required by the ſtamp duties, he thought that Par- 
liament ought to grant relief, as there was evidently no inten- 
tion of defrauding the revenue, which was the grand object of 
the flamp duties. "This, he allowed, was a matter of the 
greateft importance to the public; but here the public could 
not, in this caſe, be intended to be hurt, as the ſtamp made uſe 
of was actually higher in value than the law required for the 
purpoſe. | 
The Speater obſerved, that if there was any deſire to conti- 
nue this debate, he muſt take notice of the ſtate of the Houſe, 
it being by no means ſufficiently attended to purſue buſineſs 
that was to be debated: 
The queſtion being put, a dividen was called for, when it 
_ appeared that there were only nine Members in the Houle— 
an Sore took 1 8 courſe. 


"HOUSE OF LORDS. 


TavaspAY June 22. 


The Rog Aſſent was given by Commiſſion to the bill, for 
| refiraiming 
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reſtraining the Bank from paying in caſh, &. the Alien bill, 
and ſeveral other apa bills. —Adjourned. 


— ͤ D)ꝗ— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 ThursDAY June 22. 


Mr. Long moved, that the Act of Parliament of the 11th of > 
the preſent King, reſpecting the counterfeiting of half-pence 


and farthings, be read ; which being done, he moved, That 
leave be given to bring i in a bill to extend the proviſions of the 
fad Act to all the copper coin of this realm. Granted. 


The bill for facilitating the collection of the duty on glaſs, l 


paſſed a Committee of the whole Houſe, and the report was 
ordered to be received the next day. 


FORESTALLING OF CATTLE, 7 IR 


Mr. Mainwaring moved the order of the day on the bill for 
the better preventing of foreſtalling live cattle, which Was for 
going into a Committee upon the bill. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas laid, he gave notice ſome time ago, 


that he intended to call the attention of the Houſe to the ſub- 


ject matter of this bill. He had conſidered a good deal on the 
ſubject, and he ſaw much difficulty in aſſenting to this bill. 


He had no doubt of the purity of the motives of the friends of 
the bill, but it did not from thence follow that their judgments. 
could not be erroneous. He had examined the evidence that 


had been given upon thi is ſubject, and he had conſidered the 


bill with attention, and although he ſhould not oppoſe its going 


into a Cominittee, becapſe there it might be a good deal alter- 
ed, yet he found it neceſſary to ſay, that the bill appeared to 
him to be of ſuch a nature; as that in ſome ſtage or other he 
ſhould be under the neceſſity of giving it his direct negative. 
At all events it ought to be delayed for ſome months, in order 
that thoſe on whoſe intereſts it might operate, might have an 
opportunity of conſidering it, and oppoſing it; he did not 
doubt but that the cutting butchers were of the opinion which 


they ſtated; but it did not thence follow, that they were not 


| deceived as to the cauſe of the evil of which they complained. 


This bill was a meaſure which ſhould not be paſſed haſtily, for 


it ſeemed to affect all the landed intereſt of this country, and 
of every farmer in it. He ſhould not, however, now oppole 
the Speaker's leaving the Chair. 


Mr. A. A. Taylor ſaid, the bill appeared to him ſo totally | 


objeCtionable, and incapable of modification, that he ſhould op- 
pole, it in all its ſtages. He condemned the principle of the 
e bill; 
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bill; it would operate as a reſtriction on trade and agriculture, 
and tend to enhance rather than reduce the price of proviſions: 
trade would always find its own level, if not fctte:ed with in- 
jurious laws and reſtrictions. He ſhould therefore oppoſe the 
Speaker's leaving the Chair. 

Mr. Tierney thought that the Secretary of State had ſpoken 
with candour upon this ſubject, but the principle which had 
been maintained by his honourable Friend, who ſpoke laſt, 
ſurpriſed him, becauſe if Parliament never ſhould terer 
in regulating the price of any article, they were wrong in 
their interference in the article of bread, He wiſhed this 
bill to be tried, for a time at leaſt, as a matter of expe- 
riment, for it was clear that foreſtalling had produced much 
evil. It was not the wiſh of the cutting butchers to paſs the 
bill i in haſte, they defired the matter to be well underſtood. 

The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided, 

* (For going into a Committee) 38 
Noes ( Ty | ST "X 
Majority, 37 

Which, with the lle of che diviſion, made a Houſe. 

The hill then went into a Committee of the whole Houſe. 
Mr. Mainwaring ſaid, that ſince he foreſaw he was not 

likely to obtain the whole of his object by this bill, he would 
take what he could get of it; he therefore propoſed to leave 
out of the bill altogether, the proviſion againſl Fobbing, which 
was called Ingroſſing. This was done as the bill went through 
the Committee. | 

The report was received ORCS 20 = ordered to be taken 
into further conſideration on Thurſday next, and that the bill 
be printed. 

Mr. Wilberforce moved, that the bill for enablins 8 
to enter into the cavalry ſervice, &c, be read a ſecond time the 
next day. 

Mr. V. Smith ſaid. that this bill. was a 1 of the Teſt 

and Corporporation Act, ſo far as the Catholics were affected 
by it; he ſaw no reaſon why Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhould not 
be placed in the ſame condition, and therefore he now gave no- 
tice, that previous to the commitment of this bill, he ſhould 
move that inſtructions be given to the ne that the 
proviſions of the bill be extended to Proteſtant Difſenters in 
the ſame manner as to the Catholics. 

The bill was then ordefed to be read a ſecond time the next 
day —Adjourned. 

HOUSE | 
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- HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Fripay June 23. 


| Heard Counſel, and gave judgment in the appeal from the 
Court of Chancery, 0 v. Co maler, affirming the Cres 
with coſts. 

The bills on the table were read I in their different ſages. 

Adjourned. | 


— — 


HOUSE OE COMMONS. 


FRI DAV, June 23. 


The Chancollor of the Exchequer moved the order of the | 
day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe to conſider of a ſupply to be granted to his 
Majeſty. The Houſe having reſolved itſelf accordingly, he 
ſtated, that the motions which he had to ſubmit were upon 
ſubjects which had all of them been already before the 
Houſe. They were grounded on the flatements which had. 
been made by a Committee of Finance, and had been ſtated _ 
in a Committee of Ways and Means. The chief article was 

the ſum of four millions tor Army Extraordinarics for the Cur- 
rent year. 


He then moved the different reſolutions. to the following 
3 . | 


| 180,001. tewards the relief of the fufering Clergy and ban of France 
for the year 1797. | 
I 50,0001, for ſecret ſervice money abroad for che ſame year. 
15,06 5,6621. 138. 44. to defray extraordinary expences of the army from 


the 7th of January, 1795, to the 7th of December, 1796, both incluſive, 
not provided for by Parliament. 


433,000). for defraying other extraordinary ſervices incurred and not 
paid up to 5th of January, 1797. 
4,000,000]. to repay the extraordinary ſervices of the army for the year 
1797 
449, o00l. for the ſupply of foreign troops for the year 1797. 
8 200,000]. for the reduction of the National debt. | 


Tune queſtion on each of the reſolutions was ſeparately put 

and agreed to. : | 
The Secretary at Mur JP IH to oer a propoſition. to the 

Committee, with the ſubje& of which the Committee had al- 
ready been in partacquainted. It was for an additional allow- 
ance of pay and other privileges to the garriſon forces. One part 

of the proyiſion for theſe forces was formerly ſubmitted to the 
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Committee, and another partwhich was that he now brought 
forward, poſtponed. The reaſon why this part was poſt- 
poned, was an intention to make ſome alterations, which 
have ſince been carried into execution, and upon the pro- 
priety of which he believed there was but very little difference 
of opinion. Long before the other part of the ſe proviſions 
was ſubmitted, ſome doubts were generally entertained 
whether ſome alteration ſhould not be made in the pay and 
allowance of the army, and it was no leſs generally admitted 
that what the ſubalterns received was not ſufficient. This 
alſo was his opinion; and he had moreover the happineſs to 
find that in this opinion he concurred with his Royal High- 
| Heſs, the Commander in Chief. The conſequence of theſe 
opinions was, a reſolution to ſubmit the neceſſary regula- 
tions to the wiſdom of Parliament immediately after the 
Chriſtmas receſs ; but in this he was prevented by a ſucceſ- 
ſion of events of ſuch magnitude and importance, as claimed 
a precedence of other matter. The reſult of the delay in 
the mean time was this—he had taken up the propoſed regu- 
| lations upon a larger ſcale, the nature of which he would 
immediately ſtate to the Committee, premiſing, however, 
that in regard to the manner in which the additional pay and 
allowances were to be carried into execution, a part was to be 
provided for by an additional bounty of the publie, a part would 
be taken out of the pay of the ſubaltern officers already provided 
for, but ſubject to certain deductions, and a part would coſt 
the public nothing, but be merely a prudent regulation. For 
the ſake of perſpicuity, he divided the ſubject of his motion 
under three heads; the firſt was an additional allowance, the 
ſecond a remiſſion of certain deductions, and the third an 
abolition of a difference between the ſubſiſtence and arrears. 
The additional allowance was an encreaſe of pay to the 
amount of one ſhilling per day to all the Subaltern officers of 
the line, Militia, and Fencible corps. What he meant by 
Subalterns was Lieutenants, Enſigns, Adjutants, and Quarter- 
maſters; and where an officer holds two commiſſions, to al- 
low him only to draw for one. He propoſed to make the 
ſame additional allowance to all, that was to ſay, as much to 
an enſign as a lieutenant, though ſome people might think 
the encreaſe ought to be given inverſely ; and the reaſon why 
he made them equal was, becauſe he meant the additional 
allowance to provide for the maintenance of a reſpectable 
appearance, which coſt no more to a lieutenant than an en- 
ſign. When he propoſed: to add 18. per day, and n 
IT . * : 4elieu- 
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a lieutenant only received 48. 8d. per day, and an enſign only 
3s. 8d. he thought the addition would not be deemed more 
than was abſolutely neceſſary. He had not extended this ad- 
dition of allowance to the ſubalterns of the cavalry, though 
they were ſubject to many heavy charges, from which the 
infantry were exempted, becauſe, conſidering thei- difference 
of pay, and the difference of perſons who entered into the 
cavalry by way of preference, he did not conceive it to be ſo 
neceſſary. So much for the direct increaſed allowance. He 
next came to the remiſſion which extended to the officers of 
the cavalry, as well as the infantry. This remiſſion was a 
reimburſement of thoſe ſums uſtally paid with a commiſſion 
for hoſpital money, agency, and poundage. The advantage 
he intended to allow was proportionate to the deduction upon 
the various commiſſions, which for an enſigucy of foot was 
41. for a lientenancy 51. for a cornetcy gl, and for a lieute- 
nantcy of cavalry 1c1. This regulation, he ſaid, would 
prove highly acceptab'e to thoſe to whom it was extended. 
"The third propoſition was extended to both infantry and ca- 
valry, being the abolition of a difference long complained of 
between the ſubſiſtence and arrears. It was his wiſh to ex- 
tend this regulation throughout the army, and he had con- 5 
ſulted with the Commander in Chief about it ; but of this he 1 
could not ſtate any confident expectations; he could only gfe 
| ſtate his hopes. To the infantry and cavalry, however, it We 
would, if the Houſe agreed, be certainly extended, ande 
had no doubt but it would prove highly acceptable to them, [Yeh 
while it would not be attended with any great inconvenience We 
to the public. If fuch a regulation was ſo much deſired, | 
and attended with fo little inconvenience, it might be aſked [114 
perhaps why it had not been made before? To this he wou'd #3 
reply, that what was ſometimes deſired was not always ad. 
vantageous, and he had donbted, with many more, whether 
it might not be more beneficial for young men, who were 115 
commonly inclined to be inconſiderate or extravagant, to re- Hh 
ſerve a part of their pay than iſſue the whole at once. At 1 
length, however, he had given way to the opinion of others; ö 
but with reſpect to the public intereſt, he could not give way |} 
without a ſecu'ity, and ſhould not have done fo if the ſums 
ariſing from the detention of arrears were not ſo inconſider- 
able in themſelves, and the detention productive of fo much 
inconvenience as not to render it worth while to make any 1241 
ſtand upon that ground. Having now proceeded through Þ 
the whole of what he thought neceſſary to ſtate upon theſe 
. 3 R 2 „„ ſubjects, 
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ſubjects, he conceived he could not diſmiſs them without en- 
deavouring to free Government from a reproach of which 
the Houſe had heard a great deal. It was ſaid that all ar- 
rears were the effect of abuſe or neglect: of neglect in not 
paſſing the accounts at the public offices, or of abuſe from 
a deficiency of money at the treaſury to diſcharge them. 
In contradiction to this, he proteſted that the great delay to 
which the payments in the army were occaſionally liable, 
did not ariſe from the neglect or abuſe of any public office, 


but was antecedent to their cognizance, and attributable 
only to the regiments themſelves. For when the regiments 


were in active or in foreign ſervice, they could not make up 
their accounts with any regularity or diſpatch, and in regard 
to the public offices, they could not do any more than they 


now did, unleſs they had an encreaſed eſtabliſhment, or neg- 


lected the proper attention to the ſettlements. The army 


accounts might be ſettled formerly with greater expedition, 


but then they were not ſettled with an equal care. He did 


not deſpair in time to ſee the arrears diminiſhed, and if the 
Tegulations which he had recommended took place, it would 


not be neceſſary to wait for that progreſs. He then moved, 


that a ſum not exceeding 60,000]. be granted to his Majeſty 
for an encreaſe of pay and allowances to the ſubalterns, 


officers of the line, militia, and fencible corps from the 25th 
of June, 1797, to the 24th of December following, both in- 
cluſive, being 183 days. rat ts 


General Tarleton ſaid, that nctwithſtanding the very long 


accounts which were before the Committee, he certainly ap- 


proved of the propoſition now before it, as far as it went. He 
reminded the Committee that a motion of a nature ſimilar to 


this was made ſome years ago. It was a motion merely to re- 
| eve ſubalterns of the line. That motion did not meet the 
approbation of the Houſe, for which he had always been ex- 
tremely ſorry. He was glad that this motion was now made, 


and could have wiſhed that the ſame relief had been extended 
to the cavalry, as to the infantry. It was true that Gentlemen 
of fortune entered into the cavalry ſervice, and they could ſup- 


port themſelves without any additional allowance, but there 


were thoſe who had not theſe means, and who were objects of 
regard. There was but little to be apprehended from giving 

too much to thoſe who did not want it, under this head, for 
thoſe who had large fortunes did not long remain ſubalterns. 
Indeed the officers of cavalry were ſubject to much inconve- 


nience, to which thoſe of the infantry were not expoſcd. The 


EXPence 
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expence of accoutrements, for inſtance, and if a horſe ſhould 
die or become lame, the officer was obliged to buy another. 
Theſe things made many young men, without fortune, re- 
tire from the ſervice in diſguſt. He therefore wiſhed that 
ſomeallowance ſhould be made to this deſcription of officers, 
and if a moi ion to that effect was not made by ſome perſon 


on the miniſterial fide, he ſhould early in the next feſſion 
bring forward ſomething of the kind himſelf. This he pro- 


teſted he ſhould not do to excite any diſcontent in the ſervice, 


but merely for the good of that ſervice. With regard to 
arrears, he could not help ſaying, there was a practice which 


he diſapproved of highly. It there was any, the moſt 
trifling inaccuracy in the accounts of the regiment, the whole 
_ arrears were ſtopt, until the whole of the accounts were gone 
through again. He was very glad to underſtand there were 
to be regulations in this reſpect. He lamented very much 
the loſs of an honourable friend of his (General Burgoyne) 
who underſtood theſe affairs extremely well, and who made 


_ almoſt an annual motion upon them. He could have wiſhed 


to alk what plan his Majeſty's Miniſters had for bringing 
this unfortunate war to a concluſion, He might allude to 
an expedition of great extent, which was planned in the 
cabinet, and which was conchided with great loſs of men. 
This only appeared in the newſpapers, tor Miniſters gave 
no account of it. In the courſe of any other war, enquiries 
would have been entered into, but now we were come to a 
ſtate of general apathy, with regard to our public affairs. He 


lamented theſe things molt ſeriouſly ; he lamented alſo, as one 


of the effects of that apathy of the public, the abſence of men 


of the higheſt talents. They had called over and over again 


for enquiry; but they had called in vain. They were de- 

feated in all their efforts. What their eloquence could not 

. accompliſh, it would be vain in ſo inconſiderable a perſon 
as him to aim at. He therefore ſhould ſay no more upon 

the ſubject. 

The Secretary at War aid; that in the next article he had 

to offer a great reduction had taken place, the reduction 


of four corps in the Weſt Indies, by which ſome extraordi- 


nary expences were incurred ; and to this was to be added 


another reduction, ariſing from the diſcovery of a miſtake a 


few days ago inthe former eſtimates, to the amount of 30,0001. 
He then moved, that a ſum not exceeding 36 120371. 178. be 


granted to his Majeſty for foreign i in the ſervice of ; 


Great Britain for the year 1797. 


| Mr. 
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Mr. Huſſey wiſhed to be informed where theſe corps were, 
and how expences could be incurred by the reduction of 
corps in the Weſt Indies ? 

"The Secretary at War, in anſwer to the firſt queſtion, ſaid 
fome of the foreign corps were in the Weſt Indies, and 
others in Portugal, whither they had been moved from Cor- 
ſica. In anſwer to the ſecond, he ſaid foreign corps could 
not be diſmiſſed abruptly without an allowance for expences 
to bear them home; a compenſation for the ſacrifice of other 


proſpects in lite, and a temporary proviſion till they could 
regain employment. a 


The reſolution then paſſed. 


150 l. were propoſcd to be voted for the ſupport of the 
ar er College. 


Mr. Huſſey wiſhed to know the bene the 8 were ex- 
pectcd to der ive from that college. 

The C hancellar of th. Exchequer ſaid, that F Yate was a el. 8 
pect of great public benefit from the improvements which 
had been already made by this college in the courſe of its 
labours; and even if there had not been any he thought it | 
would be a wiſe meaſure to devote that ſum for its en- 
couragement. 

The reſolution then paſſed. 

Th: bill for enabling perſons of the Roman Catholic 
religion to ſerve as officers in the ſupplemental cavalry and 
militia was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed 
to a Committee of the whole Houle on Tueſday. 

The Scots Diſtillery bill was re-committed , and the re- 
port ordered to be received on Monda 

On the reading of the Order of the day, on the bill for im- 
poling a ſtamp on receipts for money given for carrying 
goods by hire, i 

Mr. Huſſey ſuggeſted the propriety of printing the bill, 
that people all over the country might have a chance of un- 
derſtanding it. 

Mr. Roſe ld that this might be ordered after the 
bill paſſed the Committee: if the Houſe thought tt. Order- 
ed to be committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe on 
Monday. 

The bill for the relief of inſolvent 4 was read a 
; ſecond time, on the motion of Mr. Alderman Anderſon. | 
Mr. Serjeant Adair having obtained leave, by previous 
petition, . a Petition on behalf of Mr. 5 

7 
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of Fleet ſtreet; ſtating, that in conſequence of the various 
engagements he has entered into for the encouragement of 
the arts, the large ſums of money he has laid out, &c. he 
cannot proceed in that liberal manner which 1s requi/ite for 
ſo great an undertaking without the aid of Parliament, aud 
praying that leave be given to bring in a bill to enable him 


to diſpoſe of his paintings by WN of chance, &c. Referred 


to a Select Committee. 


The Houſe agreed to go, on Friday next, into a | Commit . 
tee of the whole Hou 5 to conſider of the ſtate of the finances 


of India. 

The bill for carrying into effe the American Treaty 
was read a third time, and paſſed. 

The report of the Waſte lands Sener tacloſure bill, 
was ordered to be taken | into turther conlideration on Tuef- 
day next. 


Deferred the Committee of Ways wind Means to > Monday. 
hog gonad 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 


TokspAv, June 27. 


Tha various bills on the table were forwarded | in their x re- 


ſpeQive ſtages. _ 
The order for the Wird riding of the Girgoons bill, 


which ſtood for this day ſe'nnight, was, in conſequence of a 


motion of Lord Thurluw, and after a ſhort converſation be- 
tween his Lordihip, the Biſnop of Rocheſter, Lord Auckland, 


Lord Sydney, and the Duke of Bedford, farther poſtponed 
till this day fortnight. 


Several private bills were brought up from the Houſe of 


| Commons, and read a firſt time. 

The Penge Incloſure bill was, on the motion of the Biſhop 
of - Roche/ter, ordered to be read a ſecond time on Friday 
fortnight. N 

Adjourned till next day. 


HOSE OF COMMONS. 
_ Turspar, June 27. 


The ſmall note bill was read a third time and 1 
Sir W. ent e in a bill to e the act of 5 of 
the 
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the King for encouraging ſeamen, which was read a ſecond 
time, and ordered to be read a third time the next day. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the objeQions to 

the turnpike and toll-bar tax bill, were of ſuch a nature, as 
to induce him to give it up. He ſhould therefore bring for- 
ward, in a Committee of Ways and Means, on Friday, ſub- 
| ſtitutes for the deficiency thus occaſioned. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer likewiſe gave notice, that 
he Intended to move the Houſe to go into a Committee on 
the inland navigation bill, on Monday. Various objections 
had been made to this bill, but he did not think they were 
_ ſufficient to induce a total rejection of the meaſure. Such 
modifications he was convinced might be made, as would re- 
move theſe objections. Local objections might {till remain, 
but he did not think they could be of a nature to induce the 
Houſe to lay aſide the meaſure. 

The Maſter of the Rolls brought up: a petition from certain 
perſons againſt the Ship Owners Relief bill, which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Dent moved, that an account of the produce of the 
tax on certificates for killing game for the year 1796, ſhould 

be laid before the Houſe; and of the. dog tax, as far as the 


0 Tame could be made up. Ordered, 


Mr. Sergent gave notice, that the next day he would move, | 
in a Committee of ſupply for a ſimilar allowance for the ſub- 
alterns in the annie, as that voted to the other bs was 
of troops. 

A new writ was ee for Plymont;: in he room of 
Sir W. Lemon Rogers deceaſed. 

The India J udicature bill was read a firſt time. 

An Order was ordered to be iſſued to the Marſhal of the 
king's bench, to bring up Thomas Bonnor to give evidence 
before the Committee to which the claims of Mr. Palmer 
were referred. 

In a Committee of ſupply, Mr. Rider moved, that his 
_ Majelty ſhould be permitted to encreaſe the quantity of corn 
allowed to be exported for the uſe of the iſlands of Guernſey, 
Jerſey, and Alderney, from 6000 to 1c,coo quarters. — 
Agreed to, the report was receives, and the bill een up 
and read a firſt time. 


A motion being made for re-committing the General In- 
cloſure bill, 


The Mafler 7 the Ralls ſaid, the bill made no o proviſion 
| che 
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for enabling the guardians of minors and lunatics to de fray 
the ex pence. 

Sir F. Sinclair and Sir VV. Pulleney contended, that the 
guardians of ſuch perſons were enabled to defray the ex- 
pence as the encloſure was ſuppoſed to be beneficial. 

Sir V. Dolben aſcribed the dearneſs of proviſions to the 


bill. 
It was re- en for the next 445 VV 
The Order of the day for the Houſe to go into a Com? 
mittee of the Whole Houſe, on the bill to enable Roman 
Catholics to hold commiſſions in the ſupplemental militla 


a, 
and proviſional cavalry, being read, 3 


Mr. V. Smith moved, as an jule ien to the Committee, 
that a clauſe ſhould be brought up to enable Proteſtant diſ- 


ſenters to hold commiitions as above, - without e che | 


qualification required by the teft act. 


Mr. Dent oppoſed the inſkroQion, as there was not now 


time to go into the diſcuſſion. of a queſtion of ſuch impor- 
tance. 


The Houſe divided, 1 Rs e 

+ Ayes, (For the inſtruction) — 36 23 
Nees, (Againſt it) e <\E 3 # 

| ori 1 8 33 5 


Thie Houſe went into the Committee, and Mr. Smith 33 


up a clauſe to the above effect. The Houſe was reſumed, 


and the report ordered to be received on e 


SLA VE CARRYING BILL. 


The Order of the day being read for the Houſe to go into 
a Committee upon the flave carrying bill, the. Houſe accord- 
ingly reſolved itſelf into the ſaid Committee, 4 

Sir A. Dolben moved, to fill the blank in the clauſe for 2 


reward to thoſe who imported with leaſt loſs, with the word l 


<« four” inſtead of * five.“ | 

This introduced a deſultory converſation, i in which Cy 
Tarleton and Colonel Gaſcoigne declared, that they ſhould op- 
poſe any alterations whatever. to be made in.the bill; and com- 


plained of the unfairneſs of the honourable Baronet i nN bringing : 


it forward at ſo late a period. 
Sir M. Dolben faid, that it originated from this principle, 
Vor. . 8 24'S by that 
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that while the queſtion of total abolition was undecided, they 
thought it not fight to bri Ng forward this meaſure, and that 
queſtion had been but recently decided. 

Mr. V. Sm th reprobated the trade in every part, and ſtated, 
that Liverpool alone was contaminated by ſuch an iniquitous 
traffic, not above ſix perſons in London being concerned. 
The honourable member ſtated, that thips had ſailed in 


which they were more cr<uded than even in the black hole 


at Calcutta. Tonnage was but an imperfe& criterion, and 
he ſhould move a clauſe, which fhould go to prohibit 
any veſſcl from ſailing, not of a certain height between 
decks. 

Sir W. Pulteney thought there muſt be ſome miſtake in 
the {ſtatement of the honourable Gentleman, as human be- 


ings could not live in the ſituation he deſcribed, or they muſt 


have ſome method of giving freſh air. 
Mr. Rye thought it might be better to let the bill now 


paſs i in its prefent form ; but he certainly thought there was 
much weight in what the honourable Gentleman had ſtated, 


and he ſhould be happy to render his CE to correct the 


evil. 


Mr. Smith then ſaid, he would wave his clauſe and bring 


in a ſhort bill. 


The Committee went through the bill and filled up the 


blanks exactly as they ſtood in the laſt bill. 


Mr. Roſe and Sir W. Pulteney were friendly to repulativns 
for the comfort of flaves on the paſſege, but were atraid that 
meanwhile the bill would be loſt. 

Upon this queſtion, whether it ſhould be four or five, five 
was Carried. 

Mr. V. Smith one his intention to bring i in a bill 


to enact particular alterations. 


The bill was then gone through preciſely as it 000 foi 


merly. 


The Houſe was "reſumed, and the report ordered to be 
received the next day. 
Mr. #-. Smith moved for leave to 'bring 4 in a bill to regu- 
late the height between the decks of veſſels going out in the 
ſlave trade, and that the Houſe reſolve itſelf i into Committee 
of the whole Houſe the next day. 

Adjournes.. 


3 ages 
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HOUSE, OF LORDS. 


ThurRsDAY, June 29. 


SCOTS FEERAGE OF GLENCAIRN, 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of privileges, 
Lord F/alſingham in the chair. | 
The Attorney General put in ſome documentary evidence 
on the part of the crown, illuſtrative of certain parts of his 
argument againſt the claim of Sir Adam Ferguſon to the 
above peerage. | 


Mr. Grant, on the part of the claiment made a few ob- 


ſervations on ſome parts of the evidence, as ade duced by the 
Attorney General. | 
The Lord Chancellor addreffed the Geenen erer he raid, 10 


had not then ſufficiently made up his mind on the caſe, nor 


on the evidence adduced, to be able to ſtate the opinion of 


its merits deciſtively. He would propoſe, that the Committee 
ſhould poſtpone the farther conlideration of the butineſs till 
Tueſday ; though he was nat certain that at that time he 
ſhould be perfectly prepared. 
The Committee was accordingly Konrad to Tueſday 
next. On the Houſe reſuming, . 

Mr. H:bart preſented a meſſage from the Houſe of Com- 
mons, requeſting their Lordſhips to permit the Earl of Cheſ- 
terfield and Lord Walſingham to be examined before a Com- 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons, relative to the agreement 


made with Mr. Palmer (late comptroller general), reſpe&- 


ing certain reforms and improv ements in the poit office eſta- 
bliſhment. 
In conſequence of this meſſage, and purſuant to the pro 


viſions of certain ſtanding orders of the Houſe, the reading | 


of which were moved by the Earl of Cheſterfield, that peer 
and Lord Walſingham were ordered to attend as above, 


SCOTS APPEAL, 
Their Lordſhips heard Mr. Dallas as leading PP for 


the reſpondents, at great length, in the caſe of Scott, Mon- . 
_ ereeffe, and Dale, v. Houſtoron, Macdowall, and others, The 


farther hearing was ggjourned till the next day. 


The various bills pon the table were forwarded | in their 


reſpective ſtages. 


Mr. Hobart preſented the Scots ii duty bil from the 25 


Houſe of Commons, which was read a firſt time. 
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Two private bills were al fo brought up, | 


After which their Lordſhips ad; ourned at ſix o'clock till 
the next day 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TRHURBS DAV, June 29. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair brought up the repo't of the Com- 
mittee to which the petition of Mr. i. Macklin of Fl-et 
ſtreet, was referred, and the Committee having taken the 
opinion of ſeveral artiſts that it would be beneficial to the 
arts if Mr. Macklin were allowed to difpoſe of his picture 
gallery by lottery, they were of opinion that the prayer of 
the petition chould be gramed. He therefore moved for 
leave to bring in a bill, purſuant to the prayer of the peti- 
tion. | | | 

Mr. Sergent brought up the cettimates of ihe additional 
ona to the artillery, vi hich were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The bill to All we an additional quantity of wheat to be ex- 


ported to Guernſey, Jerſey, and Alderney was read a firſt 


time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time the next day. 
The additional duty bill on diltilleries in the highlands of 
Scotland was read a third time and palled, 
The ſecond tcading of the Norfol! « alſize bill was deferred 
till that day month. 


The parcel receipt duty bill was deferred til the next day. 


|  FORESTALLING BILL 

The Order of the day for the further conſideration of the 
report of the bill to prevent foreſtalling being read. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas declined any particular objections 
to the clauſes of the bill, becauſe they had ſuffered fo little 
alteration in the Commitice; that it ſeemed as if the Com- 
mittee deſpaired of making them palatable. He objected 
theretore ſolely to the general principle, which many years 
ago had undergone fo thorough a diſcuſſion, as to require 
little comment now. Every man knew that the erroneons 


ideas which cauſed the old and 1 of Parliament 


for the regulation of trade, were, by e Merience of their bad 
effects, exploded, We were now at a pericd in the life of 
ſociety when commercial knowledge had riſen to perfection, 
and when it was demonſtrated 50 daily practice that more 

advantages 
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advantages were derived from unreſtrained modes of harter 
and exchange, than from any regulation which the limited 


underſtandings of a legiſlature could deviſe. More than 


human Fi Was required to regulate the manifold and 
complicated ramifications of commercial intercourſe, and 


after all it would be found that individual intereſt was the 
beſt public re gulator. He remembered a {tory of a foreigner 


who expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the conitant ſupply of provi- 


fions in the London markets without any legiſlative regula- 


tion, and the an{wer which was given by a very ſenſible man 


was the molt apt and true that could be given: © Sir,” ſaid 


he, the London markets are ſupplied in this regular man- 
ner, becauſe there are no legiſlative regulations.“ It had been 
ſaid, one object of the bill was to draw up ſupplies of cattle 
from great diſtances; in obſervation upon which, he wiſhed 
to know whether that object would be ſooner gained from 
regulation than from the induſtry and intereſt of graziers ? 


Another object was, to exclude the interference of the Job- 


ber, in rega'd to which he declared he knee no difference 
between the jobber and the drover, and he doubted whether 
the latter would not then contribute equally to keep up the 


high price of meat; for it faleſmen only were employed, he 
did not know what proof the Houſe poſſeſſed that they would 


not convert monopoly to their advantage. Upon the firm 
opinion, therefore, that the graziers and the farmer would 
diſpoſe of their cattle as cheaply as they could, and that the 
bill would defeat its own object, in its preſent ſtate, as well 
as ſubjeR the people to great riſque and inconveniencies, he 
moved, to poſtpone the turther conſideration of it to that day 
three months. 


Mr. Tierney complained that theſe lie nie bad not 


been urged ſouner, and before all the trouble of the enquir7 
which had taken place, becauſe the principles laid down by. 


the honourable Secretary laid all facts on the ſubject out of 
the queſtion. The bill had been greatly altered in the Com- 
mittee, and ſcarcely one clauſe remained as it originally ſtood. 

He did not like the mode of reaſoning employed, nor did he 
know what pretenſion there was to new lights on the ſub- 
ject. The Houſe had come to a reſolution in 1764, that 

the high price of proviſions was owing to the laxneſs of the 
laws againſt foreſtalling. In 1767 this reſolution was con- 
tradicted by one directly oppoſite. In 1770 all the laws 
againſt foreſtalling had been repealed, twenty-five years ex- 
perience intervened, and the Price of meat had been found 
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to increaſe, A Committee Jaſt year had decidedly pronounced 
the high price of proviſions to be owing to foreſtalling, fo that 
the lights of the Houſe on the ſubject were againit the principle 
of 1e afoning aſſumed by the honourable Secrerarv. He withed 
to appeal to tacls, notwithftanding the authority of Dr. Smith, 
however high he rated him. Meat was one f ee 
penny halipenny cheaper per pound fixty miles from London 
than here, and to what cauſe was it to be aſcribed? The caufe 
was, that Smithfield market was a mockery, and that no cattle 
were to be purchaſed there on acccunt of the jobbers, by whom 
they were previoutly bought vp. 1 here were regulations upon 
other articles of proviſion, why not ſomething fimilar with re- 
card to meat? The principles urged on the other ſide went to 
throw every thing into confuſion, and if things came to ſuch 
a height as to occation diſcontent, . low would the honourable 
entleman do with Dr. Smith's book in his hand, inſtead of the 
Riot Act? He was for trying the bill, at leaſt for a year or 
two. The Houle ought not to give an example that they were 
unwilling to enquire into and to remedy the diſtreſs of the poor. 


The price of n eat w3s truly diltrefling and would make the 


hearts of Gentlemen ach to ſee the ſufferings it occaſioned, 
When meat could not be got under eight-pence a pound, he 
left it io the Houſe to conceive the diſtreſs of the labourer or 


manufacturer to provide for his family. 


The Secretary at Mar ſaid, that he coincided with the rea- 
ſonings of his honourable Friend. It was ſaid that this queſtion | 
was fo be decided by facts, not by abſtract reaſoning. But by 
what other means was it to be decided but by reafoning. Did 
not thoſe who ſupport the bill take certain facts, draw conclu- 


ſions from them, and thence inter that the meaſure propoſed 
was the remedy. It was, therefore, by reaſoning that the point 


was to be decided. He could not but think that the opinion of 
Adam Smith was, to the full, as good as the opinion of the par- 


ties formed upon their own facts. This was a ſubject uvpon 


which the moſt intelligent were obliged to proceed with cau- 


tion. It was ſaid that the price of every thing had encreaſed 


fince the laws againſt foreitalling were repealed, but had not 
every thing elſe, as well as meat, encreafed in price, and was 
it not imputable to the increaſe of money and the more general 


diffuſion of wealth? Something more was neceſſary than a 
number of facts; it was neceſſary to prove that the facts war- 
ranted the concluſion. He could not admit the parties to be 


better judges upon this queſtion, becauſe connected with their 
own profeſſion, than men who had better means of ſtudying 
the general principles applicable to it. It was rather whimſical 

; | in 
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in the honourable Gentleman to deny the reality of the new 
lights of the prefent age, conſidering ſome of the opinions he 
held. Theſe lights, he thought, were falſe and fallacious in the 
ſenſe that ſome under ſtood them, and as applicable to general 


theories alone. But here the baſis of the new light was ex- 


perience. Men had formerly turned little of their attention to 
commercial ſubjects; now the experience of every country had 
ſhewn the bad effects of old regulations, and proved that a free 


trade was the moſt beneficial. The honourable Gentleman 
Had appealed | to humanity, but could it be ſuppoſed that every 


Member in the Houſe was not well diſpoſed to make the con- 


dition of the poor as comfortable as poſſible? . Would not 
the lowering the price of meat be equally beneficial to the 


poor, to the 1ich, to every claſs in the comunity ! The queſ- 
tion was the means to be uſed. He thought it for the advan- 
tage of all to avoid tampering with laws on this ſubject, and, 

therefore, he was againſt the bill. It was really whimſical to 
hear it ſtated that the farmer was injured by the jobbers, and 
could not get bis cattle brought to market. Any one mult be 


led to think, that not jobbers but robbers were the perſons 


; pointed at in the bill. And what was the evil under which the 


farmer laboured? Why, nothing but this, that he was in- 


duced by the price offered to part with his cattle on the road, 


without bringing them to London! And this was the e 5 


complained of. He was convinced that the parties bringing 


forward this bill meant well, but he thought any regulations 


on the ſubject pernicious. he jobber facilitated and inſured 
the regular ſupply of the market. The men of capital were 


enabled to ſtand the different fluctuations of the market, 


which men trading with 55 capital, or each man trading for 
himſelf, could not do. Theſe middle men facilitated the attain- 
ment of the great objec of frhe public advantage. They were 
the intermediate wheels which in moral and phy ſical machines 
communicated between the firſt and the laſt, and produced the 
perfection of the whole. Conſiering this bill, therefore, as 
_ Kkely to produce very dangerous conſequences, to render the 
{upply of the market inſecure and gar, he Was aha 
againſt it. 

Mr. Tierney explained. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer coincided in the opinions of 
bt honourable Friends, and had only a fingle word to add. 


The queſtion was not who withed to diminith the hardſhips of 


the poor, but the means by which the object was to be effected? 
In the end they were all agreed. It is becaule we think the Bill 


is calculated to produce an effect contrary to its profeſſion, that 


— 


We 
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we think it neceſſary to reſiſt it, and he for one could not, con- 
ſiſtently with his duty, give a ſilent vote. He had converſed 
with the perſons who had luggeſted this meaſute, and was con- 
vinced of their good intentions, though he differed in opinion. 
He believed there were many in ances iu which the abuſes 
complained o exifted, and he al ſo believed the can'taJitts ſome- 
times trenched on the protus of the fair trader; yet notwith- 


ſtanding, tie would rather leave the evil to co rect itſelf, than 
_ endanger the regular ſupply of the market. J] here, were three 


articles which pcopleemployed as ſtock in trade. induſtry, {kill 
and capital ; and he that had the moſt of all would trade the 
beſt to advantage How are you to find laws to equalize theſe * 


Two of them, ſtaill and induftt y cannot be equalized! There 
is no way left then, but to exclude capital, and that would de- 


ſtroy the vital principle of commerce, by taking away its ſe- 
curity. He found in Dr. Smith, that there could be no prin- 
ciple of competition between the {mall carcaſe butcher and the 
large one, and though they might produce more competition 
among the {mall ones, by ſhutting out that line of competitors, 
who, on account of their capitals were enabled to trade to the 
greateſt advantage, and thereby perhaps, in ſome few inſtances, 


produce better g general. effects; yet they would, at the ſame 


time, trench on competition, and deprive the Public of its beſt 
and permanent reſource. Inſtead of attempting, therefore, to 
realize wild theories, it appeared better to follow the ordinar 

courſe of things, and leave trade open and unfettered ; for this 
at leaſt was the reſult of experience, dictated by practice, and 
atteſted by the fate of every country. Mere cheapneſs he did 
not conſider to be ſo great an object as a reaionable certainty of 
ſupply, and by the preſent mode of barter, the markets cannot 


fluctuate arbitrarily and ſuddenly, as they might do by a legiſla- 


tive interference, leaving the poor to a gut and ſome- 
times miſerable ſubſiſtence. 


Nr. FVan/ittart obſerved, that the evidence of the ſaleſmen 
and cutting butchers, was ex parte, and biaſſed by their ſeparate 
intereſts to "ſhare the profits of the jobber. He attributed the 
high price of meat 10 a ſcarcity of cattle. 

Mr. Baſtard ſaid, there was evidence before the Houſe that 
Foreſtallers aimed at, and ſucceeded in, creating a monopoly, 


and it was the duty of the Houle to. defeat ſuch attempts. 
Theſe attempts, it was true, were indictable at common law, 


but the proceſs was too expenſive to be acted on. It was evi- 
dent that the farmer was deprived of the power of ſending his 
cattle to market, and of ſelling them as he thought proper; 
and if the preſcut regulations for preventing this abuſc were 

| rejected, 


D WV 


The Bill! iS e loſt. 
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rejected, ſome other {yſtem OUR be e by thoſe who 
* them. 


1 81 quid noviſti rectius iſtis, 


Candidus imperti, si non, his utere mecum. 


Mr. Mainwaring ſaid, that he had a letter from the firſt far- 


mer in the county of Somerſet, approving the regulations pro- 


_ poſed by this Bill. There were meetings held in that county, 


and others, all giving the ſanction of their approbation to the 
mealure ; there were ſeveral Petitions on the Table in favour 


of it, and not one againſt the Bill. It was rather ſingular, that 


the Houſe of Commons ſhould be a better judge of the intereſt 


of the farmers, than the fariners thei ſelves, 


Mr. 7#ll:ffe ſaid, that the market could not be regularly ſup- 
plied if the preſent regulations were adopted. More benefit 


would, in his opinion, "ariſe from bling another market | 
in ſome other quarter of the town. | 


After which, the Houle divided,” For the adjournment for 
| three months, | | | 


et,. 


5 las 


Majority, 
The Report of the Slave Carrying Bill was received and 


agreed to. 


The Houſe went into 2 aCommittes of the 3 Hooſs: to 
conſider a reſolution upon the introduction of a Bill for regu- 
Jating the height between decks of African ſlave ſhips. The 


Houſe was relumed and leave given to bring! in a Bill for that 


purpoſe. 


The e of the bs of India, which ſtood for 
this day, was put of till next day. 


The other orders were then deferred. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF rok 


| FriDay, June 30. 


The Lords 8 to hear Counſel at ü 
length in the appeal from the court of ſeſſion, of Scott, Mon- 
 crief, Dale, and others, againſt Hauſlon and others, when, 


upon motion of the Lord Chancellor, Judgment was Geferted 
till Monday next. 


Several bills paſſed through the Committee, 
Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Falvay, June 30. 


Mr. Alderman Anderſon preſented a petition on behalf of 
certain perſons who had been confined for debt in the King's 
bench priſon, ſome of them for fifteen years and an halt, 
and whoſe debts amounted to 380 J. and who, at the com- 


mencement of their impriſonment. were able to pay ten 


ſhillings in the pound, others for upwards of 2000. and who 


could have paid upwards of five ſhillings in the pound; 


many of them in ſuch a ſituation that they muſt have perith— 


_ ed long ago, but for the humanity of William Jones Eſq. 


the marſhal of the priſon, praying to be included in the bill 
now depending for the relief of inſolvent debtors, &c. Re- 


| ferred toa Committee on the bill. 


He preſented another petition from another claſs of pri- 
ſoners from the fame place, concluding with a limilar praver. 


Referred | in the ſame manner. 


Another from priſoners confined for debt in the gaol of 
Dorcheſter. Ordered to be laid on the table. 
Mr. Serjeant Adair brought in the bill for mahlt Mr. 


Macklin of Fleet ſtreet, to diſpoſe of his collection of mo- 
dern paintings, as now exhibited at his gallery by way of 


chance. Read a firſt time and ordered to be read a ſecond | 


time on Tueiday. 


Read a ſecond time, and ordered to be contmitted toa 


Committee of the whole Houſe on Tueſday next, the bill for 


the better encouragement of the ſeamen, and for the more 


effectually manning his Majeſty's navy, on the motion of Sir 


HW. Scott. 
The bill for enabling Roman. Catholics and Proteſtant 


Difſenters to ſerve as officers in the new cavalry and ſupple- 


mental militia, was ordered to be read a third time on Mon- 


day, if then engroſſed. 
Mr. Metcalfe preſented a -iethilan on behalf of the Eat 


India company, ſtating, that the bill now depending for alter- 


Ing the judicature of India, &c. would be injurious to them, 
and praying to be heard by Couſel againſt the bill. 
The queſtion being put, that the petition do lie on the table. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas obſerved, that the objections to the 


bill were ſtated in the petition in a general way, as if they 


were applicable to the whole bill, whereas in truth, they 
were only applicable to one eint in the bill. This he 
knew, for he had converſed with the Counſel againſt the 

| bill, 
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bill, and underſtood from that learned Gentleman that to be 


the caſe; he, therefore, could not agree that the ſecond read- 


ing of the bill ſhonld be delayed on account of this petition | 
becaule all the objeCtions might be heard by a Committee on 
the bill, or on the report. 

Major Metcalfe expreſſed his conviction that the Company 
would be ſatisfied with any deciſion which the Houle might 
think proper to make. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas then moved the order of the day for 

thd ſecond reading of the bill; the bill was read a ſecond 
time accordingly, and ordered to be committed to a Commit- 
rec of the whole Houſe on Tueſday next; and the petition 
of the Eaſt India company was referred 10 a Committee. 

Mr. Dent, aſter ſome obſervations on the amount of the 
dog tax, which he ſtated, in the laſt three quarters, to be 


7O, ,cool. moved, that the product of the ſaid tax, and of 


game certificates, he referred to the conſideration of a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, on Friday next. His object for 
ibis motion was to extend the product, and offer ſome regula- 
tions that might appear in many points of view more ſalutary 
than the ptelent ones. 


The Chancellor the Exchequer obſerved, that the produce 
of the three quarters upon the dog tax, had fully anſwered 


the expectation that had been formed upon it. If the hon. 
member meant to recur to the ideas he had thrown out laſt, 
ſeſſion, and which the Houſe then diſapproved, he ſhould 
certainly oppoſe them, as he had done before. 

Mr. Dent ſaid, that with regard to the game e 

he believed there would be no occaſion for him to ſay much; 


but as to the dog tax he ſhould certainly perſiſt in the mea- 


fare which he propoſed laſt year. He ſhould do the ſame 
every year while he had a ſcat in that Houſe. 


The Houſe then agreed to refer theſe points to a Commit- | 


tee of the whole Houſe on F riday next. 
| 1171, NEW TAXES. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the 
day for the Houſe. to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of 
Ways and Means, for raiſing a ſupp ly. | 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee, | 

The Chancellsr of the Exchequer ſaid, “ Sir, as it is my duty 


to offer to the conſideration of the 8 ſubſtitutes for 


the deficiencies that have taken place in the eſtimated produce 
of the late taxes, I ſhall take the liberty of ſtating reſpect- 


weep what theſe taxes are on which any deficit has happen- 
— 8p 5 
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ed. It will in the firſt place be neceſſary to provide a ſub- 
ſtitute for the propoſed toll duty, which as Gentlemen muſt 
recollect, was eſtimated at the ſum of 450,0001. That there 
are many {ſtrong objections to this tax, and particularly in 
the manner of collecting it, I readily admit, and it has 
therefore been given up. There is alſo another tax to 
which ſo many and ſo ſtrong objections as to the former cer- 
tainly do not ex ſt, but the details of which are of ſo compli- 
cate a nature, that I ſhall not preſs it upon the Houſe at 
this late period of the ſeſſion, though I think it necetfary at 
the ſame time to obſerve, that it is not liable to ſuch ſolid 
objections as to induce me to abſtain from taking the ſenſe 

of the Houſe upon it at ſome future period. Having made 
theſe obſervations, it is no doubt clearly underſtood, that E 
allude to the tax on parcels. I feel myſelf called on to 
notice the manner of an honourable Gentleman (Mr, Sheri- 
dan) oppoſite to me, who ſeemed to think that the tax to 
which I adverted was of another deſcription, and reſꝑected 
the inland navigation. I therefore, Sir, feel it my duty to 
ſtate, that though ſome alterations and modifications, which 
it may have been found neceſſary to introduce, may make 
the product of that tax leſs, yet there exiſts no diſpoſition | 
whatever on my part to relinquiſh it. Theſe modifications 
may probably occaſion a reduction in the amount, which 
was 120, ocol. to about 30,ocol. I therefore mean to make 
proviſion for that deficiency. In the tax upon newſpapers, 
a diſcount has been allowed, and it has not, from various 
reaſons, been judged proper to perſiſt in the propoſed duty 
on advertiſements. This will alſo occaſion a further ſum 
to be provided for of 40,0001. Another tax which was ap- 
proved of by the Committee, is a ſtamp duty upon transfers 
of property; and though a tax upon deeds may not be com- 
pletely free from objection, yet it is in its principle unde- 

niably fit for taxation; but as it is difficult to make a ſcale 
adequate to comprehend every caſe, I ſhall not eſtimate the 
product though fixed at 170,000]. at more than go, ocol. It 
therefore appears that a deficit remains to de provided for of 

660, oool. as follows: JJ) WTR ie 5 


Toll Duty 8 7 C. 45, ooo 
Inland Navigation 9o, co 

Newſpaper Advertiſements '- 40, o 
Transfers of Property - __ 80,000 
C. 660,000 


Having 
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Having thus ſtated the eit, I feel no ſmall ſatisfaction 
In being enaqled to aſſure the Committee. that in thoſe taxes 


for which credit has not been taken, there is a conſiderable 


ſuplus to provide for it. I particularly allude to the duty 


upon Scotch ſpirits. The Houle will recollect, that credit 
was taken for 330, ol The average produce was not for- 

merly more than 53o2cl. per annum. but according to the 
preſent ra e of duty, 54. has been laid upon every gallon of 
the contents of ſtills in the Low Lands, and 91. in every part 
of the High Lande, and 6l. 1cs. in another part. The ave- 
rage of the latter may conſequently be taken at 81. It is no 
eaſy matter to ſtate a juſt proportion between the High Lands 
and the Low Lands, but it is aſcertained that more than 


8c09 gallons were diltilled in the Low lands, and 13,500 in 


the High Lands before the preſent duty. I ſhall therefore 
take the number in the former at 8co0, and the latter at 
10,000. I have no difficulty in aſſerting that the revenue 


will be carried to a yet greater extent, but taking it on the 


preſent ſcale, the total amount of this part of the revenue 
cannot be well eſtimated at leſs than 5 12, oo l. which will 


of courſe leave a ſurplus of 182, cool. to be e to 55 
deficit which 1 is now to be provided for. 


NEW TAXES. 
DUTY ON HORSES. 


I come now, Sir, to the conſideration of new dilddes and 


J muſt obſerve, that one impoſition will fall on thoſe w ho 
would have been ſubje& to the payment of the toll tax. [ 
mean a tax on thoſe horſes already liabie to pay 2s. aid ! 


propoſe a duty of 5s. to be laid on all horſes, now ſub Jet to 
the payment of 28. and employed in the purpoſes of agricul- 


ture. The product of this impoſition may be ſtated at the 
| ſum of 150,000). and here I think it neceſſary. to obſerve, 
that J will not ſubje& the farmers or proprietors of ſuch 
horſes to more than if tne toll duty had taken place, and 


they had paid for the Eb ve a horſe DF 12 times 


during the nh 


PEPPER, COALS, &c. 


The next article is 5 per cent additional on thoſe articles 


of the cuſtoms. on which no ſpecial duty is now impoſed. 


Sugar, wine, tea, tobacco, Eaſt India goods, and ſome other 


articles, are N The product of this additional 
rx 
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duty on the importation of pepper, I ſhall take at 15,000). 
and that on the exportation of COME, 1 at 14,000]. | 


WATCHES AND CLOCKS. 
There is another article on which I ſhall not ſay much, 


as I find it has been already anticipated. I mean that of 


watches and clocks, which I conceive to be ft ſubjects for 


taxation, as they clearly are articles both of convenience and 


luxury. I propoſe therefore that los. ſhould be paid by all 
perſons wearing gold watches, and 2s. 6d. by thoſe wearing 


filver or metal watches. The ſlim of five ſhillings 1 cannot | 
imagine too much for every clock, except that kind of clock 


which is generally uſed in cottages, and which is to be par- 
ticularly deſcribed. There may certainly be ſome difficulty 
in collecting this tax; but there muſt be a great willingneſs 


in many perſons, and there cannot be a conſiderable unwil- 


lingneſs in general to pay ſo ſmall a ſum. It is intended that 
a liſt ſhould be returned to the proper office, ſtating the num- 


ber of clocks in every houſe. In eſtimating the amount of 


this duty, I have regulated my opinion by the number of 


| houſes inthe kingdom, which certainly appears to be the 
| faireſt and moſt accurate ſtandard of calcujation. Taking 
therefore, the number of houſes at 700, 090, it can hardly be 


ſuppoſed but there is more than one watch in every family, 
in moſt inſtances many will be found in the ſame houſe 


wearing watches; but J have confined my eſtimate within 


every poſlible limit, and I have ſuppoſed no more than 
800,000 perſons throughout the kingdom, who, rated at 28. 
6d. each for ſilver or metal watches will give a ſum of 
10, col. 200,000 more wearing gold watches, will at tos. 


each alſo produce L00,0ccl. ; ant; as I calculate 3 or 400,000 


houſes that are provided each with one clock, the amount of 
this part of the duty may be ſtated at 100, oool. The total 
product will therefore be 300, cool. yet I only take credit for 
200,000]. for the purpoſe of avoiding any future defictency. 


RECAPITULATION. 
| Euplus « on Scotch Spirits <>" 1, $000. 
Horſes employed in er — 150, 00 
„N 8 - 150,000 

Coals „ LAs Wal „ 
Watches and Clocks f. » SO00c0 


Having 


ww. 


Juxx .39.}] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 521 


Having thus ſtated to the Committee the principal ſubſti- 


tutes which are to provide for the deficit of 660, ooo 1 mall, | 


therefore, conclude with moving the firſt reſolution. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, it did not often happen for him to op- 


pole taxes, nor did it often happen that taxes were retracted | 


after they had been ſubmitted. He regretted the want of 
previous conſideration in thoſe perſons whoſe Guty it was to 
conſider the taxes they intended to propole in every ſhape 
before they propoſed them, as much inconvenience and dil- 
appointment would be otherwiſe avoided. When the tax 


upon turnpikes was originally propoſed, he mentioned his 


belief that it was both impolitic and improper, and adviſed 
the right honourable Gentleman to deliberate upon it. Now 


it appeared that his opinions were correct, and he ſincerely 


wiſhed his advice had bcen taken, becauſe it was a dreadful 


thing at ſo late a period of the ſeſlions, and at a time when 
the Houſe was ſo very thi:ly attended, to abandon taxes to 
the amount of 660,000. and be obliged to ſeek out ſubſti- 
tutes. He wiſhed the right honourable Gentleman would 
follow the practice of his predeceſſors; conſider the taxes he 
meditated to propoſe firſt, and propoſe them afterwards. But 


initead of that, the right honourable Gentleman reverſed the 


uſual order of things, for he propofed ther firſt, and then be- 
gan to take them into his conlideration. 'I he conſequence of 
this mode of proceeding was, that he calculated the product of 
his levies at an erroneous rote, or was afterwards obliged to 
| abandon the taxes he propoſed. Such it ſeemed had been 
the caſe with the tax upon turnpikes, and as he had no doubt 


but the right honourable Gentleman had perſevered in his 


former ſyſtem, he did not ſee what better reaſon he had to 


ſuppoſe theſe ſubſtitutes would be leſs objectionable in their 


nature, or as productive as they were eſtimated, than thoſe | 
which he had abandoned, or thoſe in which re was a de- 
falcation. He thought the right honourable Gentleman had 

taken up the tax on horles, employed in agriculture in parti- 
cular, too haſtily, and that a duty upon them was unjuſt. 
The right honourable Gentleman had ſaid, that with the ad- 
ditional duty he propoſed to levy, the horfes employed in 


agriculture would not pay more than they would have paid, 


if the tax upon tolls and turnpikes had not been abandoned. 
Now he underſtood that the very reaſon why the tax on tolls 


and turnpikes was abandoned, was becauſe it would preſs 


_ heavily on agriculture. If that were the caſe, he thought 


it a ae hardſhip upon farmers, and the other perſons 
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employed in agricultaral improvements, that horfes kept for 


pomp or pleaſure ſhould be now exempted, and the whole 
of the burden fall on thoſe for whom it was pretended the 
other tax had been abandoned. When the duty of 28. was 
originally propoſed upon every horſe employed in agriculture, 
he thought it bad, and objected to the principle, inaſmuch as 
it led the way to future levies upon articles, which, inſtead, 
of receiving any check, deſerved encouragement. The 
right honourable a however, then ſaid, that the 


duty was ſo low, it ſcarcely could be called a check, and there 
was a great improbability of its encrealing. Notwithſtand- 


ing that declaration, it now appeared his objection to the 


principle was founded upon reaſon, for the right honourable 
_ Gentleman had now turned the duty of 2s. to five, next 


year perhaps he would turn it from five to ten, and in a few 


years more, if he ſhould be till *obliged to impoſe new taxes 


and abandon them afterwards, he would probably encreaſe 
from ten to twenty, and finally, raiſe a tax upon the ſeeds 
put into che earth. Any thing which tended to difcourage 
agriculture was, in his opinion, the worlt meaſure that could 
be adopted, and this was preciſely of that deſeription. Be- 
fides, this was nota time for farmers to raiſe the price of 


| their commodities by way of compenſation, when they were 
but juſt recovering from the effects of unproductive crops, 


and other peculiar diſtreſſes. He ſhould, therefore, oppoſe 


that refolution, and take the fenſe of the committee upon it. 


In regard to the increaſed produce of the Scotch diſtilleries, 
he was 180 poſſeſſed of any certain information., It was 
poſſible the duty upon ſtills might produce more than the 
right honourable Gentleman had ſtated formerly, and it was 
alſo poſſible it might produce leſs. With regard to the 
five per cent. duty upon cuſtoms, it appearcd to him fo far 


objectionable, as it would injure both the ſale and the revenue, 
upon certain articles not able to bear a general increaſe of 
duty in that way. To the tax propoſed on clocks and 
watches he had no objection, except to the difficulty of col- 
5 lecting! it, the uncertainty of its amount, and the encourage- 
ment it offered 10 a contemptible ſet of ſpies and informers. 
The difficulty of collecting it muſt be obvious toevery man, 
for he could not ſee by what means the proprietor of a houſe 
would be able to aſcertain the. number of watches in it, 4120 
a watch was not worn in an oſtentatious manner like 
der, nor can a man always vouch whether his * 
Wears a watch or — though he nie er able to notify 


whether 


jene 30.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 
whether ſhe commonly wore powder. Having faid thus much 


againſt the taxes propoſed, it might be aſked, whether he could 
recommend any in their room ? If he could not he believed 


there was an honourable Gentleman near bim (Mr. Dem) 


who might poffibly ſuggeſt one (a laugh). However he 
would venture to trv, and in the firſt place. he begged leave to 


enquire whether a tax upon parks and pleaſure grounds, pine- 
ries, hot houles, green houſes, ice houſes and fhrubberies, - 
might not be practicable and productive? Theſe were articles 

of luxury, and ſince it was the practice of Gentlemen of late 


to ſell their veniſon, they might in ſome degree be able like 
other tradeſmen, to reimburſe themfelves by an additional 


charge upon it. Tine next tax he ſhould venture to ſuggeſt 


might in truth be called a fair and neceſſary regulation. This 


was a ſtamp duty upon weights and meaſures but particularly 
on ſuch as bottles and other meaſures liable to fraud. He 
concluded by ſaying, he ſhould divide the Committee upon 


the reſolution for impoſing an additional duty upon herſes em- 
ployed in agriculture. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer 6 that the honoura- 
ble Gentleman had charged him with the perverſity of im- 
poſing this tax upon hortes by way of mod fication for a tax 
which he had abandoned, upon thoſe very people for whom 
he had abandoned that duty. Now, that was not the princi- 
ple nor the excluſive motive for him to abauden the duty on 
turupikes, but his motive for abandoning it was, becauſe he 


found the tax on tolls would not bear equaily in every part of 
the kingdom, nor on the different ſpecies of perſons liable to 
pay it. He found alſo that there would be a difficulty in mak- 


ing any exceptions, and a difficulty of enforcing it without 
exceptions. He had, therefore, endeavoured to ſubſtitute ano- 
ther tax, which was likely to be more equal im its operation, 


and one argument which he had uſed to recommend it, but 


which unfortunately appeared to have been miſonderſto d, 
was, that thoſe perſons who were connected with agriculture, : 
and were in the habit of paſſing turnpikes with their horſes, 
would, in paſſing one turnpike no lefs than twelve times in a 
year, if the duty had been doubled, have paid a heavier tax 
than this. The other tax, Uierefore, on account of its in- 
equality of preſſure, was not fair. This was fair en itſelf, and 
it was only in part that it ſeemed to act as a ſubſtitute for the 
other, which would have preſſed on the ſame people mite. 
The duty upon cuſtoms was not leviel in an indiſcriminate 
: manner, inaſmuch as fuch articles were excepted Which al- 
Vor. III. . ee e 6 ready 
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ready contributed largely to the revenue, and the reaſon why 
the duty on Scotch ſpirits would amount to more than what 
he formerly coniputed, was, that a part of the duty was 
not then impoſed. He would.not fit down without returning 
thanks to the honourable Gentleman for his communications ; 

but he feared the honourable Gentleman's own charge would 
revert upon himſelf, for he had propoſed taxcs firſt, and left 
them to be taken into conſideration afterwards. The taxes 
he had painted out were not of new conjecture, or peculiar to 
the honourable Gentleman; for in the habit as he was of re- 


cciving a multiplicity of ſuggeſtions of this nature, there were 


none which had been oftener ſubmitted, and by a great variety 


of perſons, than that on parks and pleaſure grounds. He cer- 
tainly had no objeCtion to tax them, eſpecially as they were 
luxuries peculiar to the rich, and proper objects of taxation; 
but unfortunately the honourable Gentleman had conducted 
Himſelf preciſely in the ſame manner with thoſe other perſons 
who had ſuggeſted the ſame tax, for he had not eſtimated the 
product; he had not ſhewn how it was to be enforced, how 


applied, nor how collected. For his own part, he confeſſed 
_ himſelf perfectly at a loſs to know in what way it was to be 


carried into execution, He neither knew what number of 
acres to compute at, how to ſeparate the acres cultivated for 
agriculture from thoſe cultivated for pleaſure, what extent of 
ſhrubbery to take, or to decide upon the length of the walk. 


In ſhort, there was ſuch an endleſs variety of boundary and ar- 


Tangement, as created inſuperable difficulties, otherwiſe he 


ſhould be very glad to raiſe a tax upon them; and as the ſpirit 


of improvement appeared likely to pervade the country, there 
would be the cheerful proſpect that the revenue would increaſe 
rather than diminiſh. Weights and meaſures were liable to 
the ſame objections. He truſted he need not then go into the 
detail, but it muſt be clear to every one, that no duty required 
to be more minutely examined before it paſſed into a law. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, the laſt obſervation did not come with 
very great propriety from the honourable Gentleman with 


whom it was ſo frequent a practice to propoſe an article of 
taxation, without confidering how it was to be carried into 
effect. But he ſaw no impracticability in the taxes he had 
| Propoſed. If there was any difficulty as to the particular ar- 


ticle of pleaſure grounds, there was none as to the others he 
had mentioned, and as to weights and meaſures, he ſaw no 
difficulty, eſpecially as to the material article of bottles, which 


| could ſo eaſily be en under the tax. 


Mr. 
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Mr. 7s!l:Fe ſaid, that he hoped the tax on horſes would in- 


duce farmers to uſe oxen, but in ſo far as this happened, the 


tax would be unproductive. 
on watches but in the mode of collection. 


Mr. Burdon ſaid, he thought the ſubject baſins the Houſe 


of great magnitude, and that it was not taken up with ſufficient 
ſeriouſneſs. He thought it would be wiſe in the landed in- 
tereſt now to come forward and ſhew they were willing to 


take their ſhare of the burden, and to ſhew their determina- 
tion to ſupport Government. The land had ſtill kept up 
while other property had fallen in value. The landed gentle- 


He ſaw no objection to the tax 


men (hould ſhew that they were willing to ſupport the ſtruggle 


in which we were engaged We ought to ſhew the enemy 
our reſources as the beſt means of ſecuring peace. When a 


report was made to the French convention that they had funds 


to continue the war three years, he ſuggeſted in the Houſe, to 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the propriety of preparing 
for double that time, and at the ſame time recommending 
economy. It had often been ſaid in the Houſe magnum 


vectigal eff parſimonie. In order to attain this object, and to 


ſhew the enemy we were prepared, he, as a perſon much in- 
tereſted in land, would venture to propoſe an additional land 
tax upon a more equal ſcale, in order to relieve the commercial 
intereſt, and to ſhew they were willing to bear the burden, 
By this means too he was convinced the land would ſooner be 


able to repay itſelf than now, when the little taxes laid on, 
ultimately fell upon it, but in a circuitous and expenſive way. 


Mr. Biddulph objected to the tax on horſes on the fame 
ground with Mr. Sheridan, and promiſed o 8 his oppoſi- 


tion. 


Mr. Dent was of the ſame opinion with Mr. Burdon He 
congratulated the Houſe that his example, laſt year had ſo 
much effect, for here had been three taxes propoſed by other 
gentlemen in one night. He ſhould be happy to find that 
thoſe who did ſuggeſt taxes, propoſed means as s productive as 


that he had ſuggeſted laſt year. 


. The Committee divided on the horſe tx, 
5 Ayes, e N 2 15 
Noes, — _—_ es 5 
e | Rs 5 3 
The different reſolutions were then put and carried, the 


Houſe reſumed, and the report ordered to be received « on Mon- 
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Monpay, Fuly 3. 
Mr Raff. moved for leave to bring in a bill the better to pre- 


vent counterfeiting names to letters of Attorney, transfers of 


ftock &c. Leave Was given. 
The Committee on the Debtors relief bill was on the mo- 


_ tion of Mr. Alderman Anderſon put off till next day. 


The Committee on the Seamens' Encouragement bill was, 
on the motion of Sir W. Scott, poſtponed till Thurſday next. 
Mr. Brodie moved for ſeveral papers, containing extracts 
of the correſpondence between the court of Directors of the 
Eaſt india company, and the Government of Bengal and 
Madras, relative to the courts of juſtice in the Eaſt Indies, 


which were ordered to be laid upon the table. 


INLAND NAVIGATION TAX. | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer propoſed that the Houſe 
ſhould now reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole 


Houſe on the inland navigation bill, with a view merely to 


making ſome alterations | in the clauſes of the bill, and not 
with a view to any diſcuſſion, as it was his intention to move 
afterwards that the bill ſhould be printed and re-committed on 


| Thurſday or Friday, when there would be an opportunity | 
for a full diſcuſſion of its merits. Ks | 


On the motion that the Speaker do now leave the chair, i 
Mr. Keene roſe to oppoſe the motion; it was with reluc- 
tance, he ſaid, that he offered any objections to a meaſure 
which had for its object the improvement of the publie re- 
venue; this was an object which he, in conjunction he was 
convinced with every man in the Houſe, zealouſſy wiſhed to 
promote; but the preſent meaſure he was ſatisfied in his own 
mind, would tend to injure rather than to improve the national 


revenue; it was unneceſſary for him to ſtate to men fo en- 


lightened as thoſe who compoſed that Houſe, that the true 
principle of revenue was to improve the productive powers 
of the country ; whereas, the preſent bill, if carried into effect, 
would deſtroy the means of increaſing thoſe powers. The 
bill in order to gain a little gave up a great deal; he hoped, 
therefore, that the right honourable Gentleman would abandon 
this tax, and think of ſome other mode of ſupplying the defi- 
ciency which it would occaſion. He entirely agreed in ſenti- 
ment with an honourable Gentleman who ſpoke on a former 
evening, that it was the intereſt of and man of property 
| rather 
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rather to give up a part of that property, than wholly to deprive ; 
himſelf of, or even to impede the means of improving it. The 
public ſpirit of the country, he had no doubt, was equal to 
every call which it would be neceſſary to make upon it, but 
he deprecated the impoſition of a tax which in its tendency 
went to deſtroy one of the moſt eſſential means of its reſource. 
upon theſe grounds he objected to the Speaker's leaving the 
Chair. | 4 
Mr. D-nt profeſſed to have 5 arnple means of acquiring 1 W 
information upon the ſubject of the preſent bill. Since the 1 
ath of February laft, Gentlemen had been in town from alt j 
parts of the country as delegates from the proprietors for the 
different canals, and he had had the honour to {it as preſident 1 
of this Committee of delegates, The difficulties which had | 
occurred in the courfe of that examination to the tax, he was 
convinced were completely infuperable, at leaſt they were 
ſo ſtrong as to make it impoſſible that it could be productive. | | 
At all events, he objected ſtrongly to fo ſhort a time as between 4 
that and Thurſday or Friday next, being allowed for the con- 4 | 
ſideration of the bill. As the honourable Gentleman talked _ 4 
of modifying ſome of its clauſes, he warmly recommended an _ 
exception in favour of coal, lime, and every article uſed for the 
purpoſe of manure, But be objected altogether to the princi- 
ple of the bill. It was an erroneous idea that canals were ſo 
productive as they were imagined to be. The profit arifing 
from them was very uncertain. One year the proprietors might : 
have 5per cent for their money, and the next year they might 
have only two. The canal with which his conſtituents were 
connected was eighty ſix miles in length, and at the two diſtant ; 
ends of it, there were coal and lime, the very circumſtance 67 
which induced the proprietors to dig the canal. If a tax, Y 
therefore, was impoſed upon the conveyance of theſe articles, 
it would be a breach of that Parliamentary faith, upon which 
they entered upon the ſpeculation. This might be ſaid to be } 
a local circumſtance which might operate equally as an ob- 
jection againſt every tax. But there were ſtrong objeCtions 
to it in a general view. It appeared that there were three 1 
leading points to be attended to in every tax; firſt the ſubject, 
ſecondly the produce, and thirdly the mode of collecting the 4 
revenue. In the preſent caſe there were almoſt none whom 
the tax would not affect. It would fall as a tremendous ſtroke _ 
upon every ſpecies of ſpe-ulation. If the country was the 
belt judge (which he ſuppoſed would not be diſputed) of the 
Harthan which the tolls on the different canals would bear, 
| | it 
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it would rt be denied alſo, that the proprietors of every canal 
would make the rate of tonnage as high as poſſible ; how was 
it to be thought that they could bear this additional burthen ? 
He ſtated, as another objection, that it would deſtroy all coin- 
petition in water carriage. It would alſo be partial, as it 

would give a decided advantage to river navigation and land 


carriage, and thus by multiplying the number of horſes, operate 


as a ſevere oppeſſion upon the country. There were at pre- 
ſent about two millions of horfes employed in this kingdom, 
each of which conſumed about 3 tons of hay, and 80 buſhels 
of oats, fo that it required one third of the produce of the land 
to ſupport the horſes which were uſed, Whatever then tended 
to diminiſh the number of horſes was an advantage to the 
country, Canals were attended with this advantage, fince a 
horſe could draw thirty times-as much upon water as he could 
do upon Jand. But if canals were diſcouraged, as would 
manifeſtly be the caſe if this bill were paſſed, the number of 
horſes would encreafe, and conſequently more of the land of 


| the country he alienated from the ſupport of the people. He 


wiſhed much to know upon what grounds the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer had formed his eſtimate of the produce of the 
tax, for take it what way he would he never could bring the 


produce to amount to any thing like what he hadbeſtimated it 


at. Upon theſe. grounds he oppoſed the Speaker's leaving the 


chair. It gave him pain to oppoſe any tax which had for its 
object the improvement of the revenue, but he was convinced 
that the preſent would have a directly contrary tendency. 
If the Houle ſhould now go into a Committee on the bill, he 


| hoped that more time would be given for conſidering it than 5 


what the honourable Gentleman mentior ed, as it was highly 


requiſite that members ſhould have the opinion of their conſti- 


tuents upon it, beſides that, many Gentlemen who would 
have oppoſed it, had gone out of town on the ſuppoſition that 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer had abandoned the tax. He 
was awale that it was late in the ſeſſion, and ke wiſhed much 
that it had been brought forward earlier, but he was not of 
opinion that the delay had taken place in conſequence: of its 


being an obnoxious tax, though ſuch reports were abroad. 
Sir. FF. Pulteney had no objection to the Houſe going into 
a Committee to alter ſome of the clauſes of the bill; but he 
withed to know when an oppor.unity would be given for de- 
bating the principle of it. He thought the principle a very 


bad one, as bad as that of the A hag bill. He Gs: not know 


which was worſe. 75 


2 : | | The 
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The Speaker ſaid, that the Houſe would have an opportunity 


of diſcuſſing the principle of the bill either upon the report, 
if they now went into a Committee, or upon the queſtion of 
bis leaving the chair, if it ſhould afterwards be propoſed to 


recommuit it. 


The Chancellor of the Fd wiſhed that the Houſe 


would not deny themiclves this opportunity of altering the 
bill in a Committee. It was his wiſh that the report ſhould 
be received on this night, that the bill ſhould be ordered to be 


printed, and that the Houſe ſhould appoint ſome day not more 


diſtant than Monday for its recommitment. As they would 
then have an opportunity of diſcuſſing it fully, it would not 


be expected that he ſhoald debate it now. 


Mr. Huſſey oftered ſoine reaſons againſt the Speaker 13 


he chair. The honourable Gentlemat had OE A the 


tax on land carriage, and he could ſee no renſon tor his perſiſt- 


ing in the tax on the cheaper and more coininodious convey- 
ance by water. Canals leſſened the number of horſes, and 
made proviſions cheaper to the poor, aud, by taxing that 


mode of conveyance he would produce the contrary of theſe 


effects. He thought it would be ealy to find a ſubſtitute for 


the preſent tax. For twenty years paſt he had been of opinion 
that a tax upon pleaſure g grounds would be a good one. He 


recommended it to the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 


preſent occaſion. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer did not differ in Opinion 


with Mr. Hulſley, that water- carriage was a cheap and com! no- 


dious mode of conveyance. But it was preciſely becauſe it 


was cheap and commodious that he propoſed a tax upon it, not 
ſuch a tax as would diſcourage water-carriage or the making 
of canals, but ſuch a tax as, without being burthenſome to 


any one, from being extenſively diffuſed, would be productive 


to the public. He agreed alſo with the hdnourable Gentieman 


that a tax upon pleaſure grounds would be a good one, and as 


the honourable Gentleman had had it in contemplation for 
twenty years, he would be obliged to him if he would dilcloſe 
any practicable mode of apportioning it, for none as yet had 


ever occurred or been ſuggeſted to him. 


Mr. Huſſey ſuggeſted the plan of meaſurement. 


r. Higley oppoſed rhe Speaker's leaving the chair, becauſe . 
the privcigh of the bill was ſo bad that no modification could 
mend it. It would be partial in its operation, and in the ns. 
land part of the country it would tend to increaſe the price of 


a the neceſſaries of life to an exorbitant height. At all events 
he 
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he hoped, that the re: committment of the bill would he de- 
ferred till ſuch time as members had an opportunity of learn- 


mg the ſenſe of their conftituents upon it. 


Sir V. Pulteney afked, whether any man believed that thoſe 


who were engaged in canals did not pay as high a toll already 


as they could afford to pay conliftently with their own in- 
tereſt? The lower articles in point of value paid the moſt for 


carriage by way of canals. 


Why was the charge of cat riage 


by canals ſo cheap? It was not from the kindnels or penerofity 


higher, they would not have the goods to carry, 


of the coods to be carried was erroncous. 


of thoſe who received the toll, but becauſe, if the charge was 


The idea 
that the duty was to come out of the pockets of the proprietors 


It could not come 


out of their pockets. It was impoſſible to throw this new duty 


on the conſumer, as the Chancellor of the Exchequer faid it 


would. Indeed, the Minifter was very much miſled in this 
buſineſs, He thought that many canals produced a prodigious 
profit. That was a miſtake. There were very few of them 


many of them lefs. 
Mould all be taxed as was now propoſed. 


| that preduced above five per cent. and perhaps a great 
But that was not a reaſon why they 


He thought the 


principle of this meaſure erroneous; and therefore he ſhould 
oppoſe the motion for the Speaker 'sleaving the chair. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was his intention 


duce five per cent. 


fall on the + 


to make an exception in favour of ſuch canals as did not pro- 
He was till of opinion that the tax would 


Mr. Parker Coke ſaid, he ſhould have ved ion this meaſure 


jf it was not to be modified, fo that thoſe canals which did not 


produce five per cent. ſhould have an exception in their favour, 
dut as that exception was to be allowed, and as he did not ob- 


the motion. The Houſe divided, 
Ayes, —— — 45 | 
Noes, _— — | 14 
eig 31 


ject to the general principle of the meaſure, he ſhould 58 55 


The Houſe then went into z Committee of the whole Houſe 
upon the bill, went through'it, the report was received imme- 


be taken into further conſideration that day te 'noight. 


diately, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that it 


Mr. Higley thought that day too early to receive any anſwer 


ation as himſelf with reſpect to time. 


from his conſtituents ; many Gentlemen were in nthe fame ſitu- 


The 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought there would be 


great inconvenience to the pu blic, and to the individual m em- 


bers of that Houſe, from any further delay of this buſineſs. 
Mr. Dent thought that Monday was much too near a da ay 
for the diſcuſſion of this buſineſs.” It would be impoſſible to 
receive by that time any-anſwer from many parts of the coun- 
try deeply intercited in the meaſure, This was a ſohject 
brought into the Houle ſeven months ago; innumerable let- 


ters had, to his knowledge, been written to the Miniſter upon 


it. He nom had made up his mind, and would allow only a 
week for the whole country to be acquainted with, and expreſs 


an opinion upon that determination. He muſt ſay that this 
_ proceeding was unfair and uncandid in the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer: It was impoſſible for the members of the Houſe 


to do juſtice to their conſtituents in the very thort time that 


was propoled to be allowed to them. 


Mr. Baker.obſerved that Monday was a day on which it 


was impoſſible for him, and he believed for many others, to 
attend the Houſe, on account of the quarter ſeſſions. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was extremely 


ſorry for the perſonal inconvenience of any Gentleman, but 
the inconvenience on the other fide would be much greater if 
any further delay were to take place. _ | 

The queſtion was then put for the. further conſideration of 
this report that day ſe'nnight. | 
Mr. William Pultency moved an On ob Inſtead of | 
this day {e'rnight, Tueſday le . 


The Houſe divided. K 5 
Ayes, (For the amendment)?! — 14 
Noes, (For the original motion — 28 


Majarity, - - I 
Mr. Ker brought up the report of the Committee of 


Ways and Means. 


The reſolutions being read, 
Mr. Wigley ſaid, that advanced as the lon was, he 


ſhould the next day move for a call of the Loute on 1 that Gay 
ſe night. 

Sir John Sinclair 183 that the tax upon roland, navigation | 
Was a very objectionable . one. He. ſuggeſted to ſupply its 
place, that there might be an dal. duty of one BUINEa. on 
every gold watch, 


The. pealer l that ſuch. - a propoltin could. ly 


| be made in a Committe. 5 
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The refolutions were then read a fecond time and agreed to, 
and bills were ordered to be brought in upon them, 

Sir //. Delben brought up a bill to regulate the height be- 
tween the decks of veilels employed in the conveyance of flaves 
from the coaſt of Africa. Read a firſt time, and ordered to be 
read a ſec _ time the next day. 

* wait? land incloſure bill, by agreement of parties, 
paſſed che S of the whole Houſe, and the report was 
lens to be receit od the next day. 

The other orders of the day were deferred, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tvuxspay, Juby 4. 

Lord Renton attended in the room of the Lord Chancellor 
and the bills on the table went through their ſeveral ſtages. 

The Royal Aſſent was given by commiſſion to the 3 
laws, the American Treaty, and the Bread Aſſize bills; 
well as to ſeveral private bills. The commiſſioners were the 
Duke of Roxburgh, Earl Spencer, and Lord Kenyon. 

The Committee of privileges for Ser the claim of 
Sir Adam Ferguſon to the Scotch Earldom of Glencairn, was 
_ adjourned /ine die. Ad ERR. iis, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TuEs DAY Fuly 4. 


The Catholic ohe ers bill and Froome canal bill were read 
a third time and paſſed. 

The watch and clock duty bill, the commiſſioners national 
9 70 bill, additional cuſtoms duties, houſe duty, and horſe duty 

Is, the bank forgery, and deeds duty bills, were read a firſt 

1 

eceived the report of che Committee of fapply. granting 
i ubalterns in the militia a certain allowance in time of peace. 

The bill for regulating the height between decks in flave 
ſhips, was read a ſecond time and committed for the next day. 

Mr. V. Smith moved for an account of the net produce of 
the taxes up to the 1ſt of July 1797, diſtinguiſhing each quar- 
ter, and the taxes impoſed ſince 1993 incluſive. Ordered. 


Mr. Long moved for an account of the fums awarded and paid 
for 


„ US 
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for captures under the 57th article of the American treaty, 


_ Ordered. 


Ihe clock and watch, the five per cent on cettain cuſtom 

goods, and the additional aſſeſſed houſe tax bills were read a 

firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time the next day, 
The bill for granting the annual 200,000]. for the liquida- 


tion of the national debt, was read a firſt me, and ordered to 


be read a ſecond time the next day. | 
The bill for preventing the torgery of warrants of attorney 
in the transfer of ſtock, was read a firſt time. 
CALL OF THE HOUSE, 


Mr. Wigle ſaid, that as he had underſtood from ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen, that it would be extremely inconvenient at the preſent 
ſeaſon of the year, and in the advanced period of the foffion- 
to have a call of the Houſe enforced ; he would poſtpone 


making the motion of which he had given notice the preced- 


ing day, for a call of the Houſe on Monday next. 

Mr. Abbott moved the reading of the act of the 5th George 
II. for preventing fraudulent bankruptcies, which being dene, 
he obſerved, that the public had for many years experienced 
the good effects of that law, and he would therefore move for 
leave to bring in a bill to make the ſaid act perpetual. Leave 


given. 


INSOL VENT DEBTORS BILL. 


The bill for the relief of inſolvent debtors was ls 
to a Committee of the whole Houſe, in which a clauſe was 
introduced, that no perſon ſhould be entitled to relief under 


the bill, except ſuch as had been confined in execution on or 
before the iſt of January laſt, and whoſe debts were under the 
ſum of 1, 200l. The bill was or dered to be recommitted on 
Thurſday next. | 

On the ſecond reading of Manning” s ſmall note bi! . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was ;mpoſible for 


hw to be ſilent in a caſe like the preſent, which went to alter 


a general law in favour of an individual. and in prejudice to 


others. He could not, conſent therefore, to the paſſing of a 
bill of that nature. In its preſent ſhape, the note not be ng 
duly ſtamped, could not be produced as evidence of the debt. 
A queſtion was now depending with regard to it, and it was 


a dangerous precedent to allow the law to be altered. 

Mr. HF :gley ſaid, it was a very hard caſe that the holder of 
the bill hoald loſe the ſum of 2500). in the note, becaule it 
was upon a higher ſtamp than required. There was no ge- 


neral law on the ſubject; he hoped that the Houſe would not 
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refuſe to allow an individual to have that ſtamp afixed which 
the law required, and which could not be conſidered as unjuſt 
to any party, ſince the law was merely to ſecure the revenue, 
and here that object was ſecured. 

'The ſecond reading was negatived without a diviſion, 


INDIA JUDICATURE BILL. 


The Houſe in a Committee on the India judicature bill, 
heard Counſel on behalf of the court of Directors agairiſt that 
part of the bill by which judges in India, who thould retire 
or be recalled after having been in office five years, were to be 
entitled to a penſion for life. Counſel was alſo heard in favour 
of the bill. | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſpoke much in favour of the hill, and 
that clauſe already mentioned. It was no more than a juſt 
compenſation which perfons were entitled to who had given up 
all their purſuits and proſpects in their own country, and went 
to ſettle in an unhealthy climate, that they ſhould have a pro- 
viſion made for them after they were rendered incapable of exer- 
ciſing their office, from caules which did not exiſt at home. 

Major Metcalfe, on the other hand, oppoſed the bill with 
much ſtrong argument, .and ſlated that the judges in India 
enjoyed at preſent ſuch immenſe ſalaries, that it would be in 
their power to make ample fortunes before they retired, 
which advantage he conlidered ſufacient to preclude the 
neceflity of a penſion. He was then about to divide the Houſe 
on the clauſe in queſtion, but deſiſted from his intention, and 
the bill went through the Committee. The report was order- 
ed to be brought up the next day. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas moved for leave to bring ir in a a bill to 
regulate the communication of ſtates at amity with this coun - 
try with the poſſeſſions of the Eaſt Indies, after which, in 
compliance with the forms of the Houſe, it was moved to 
refer this motion to a Committee of the whole Houſe the next 
da 
. P in the bill for enabling Roman Catholics and 
Proteſtant Diſſenters to bear commiſſions in the proviſional 
cavalry.—Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, Fuly 5. 


Coload Caſcoigne brought up the report of the Committee 
on the ſhip owners relief bill, and moved that the report be 
taken into conſideration on Friday next. 


The 
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be M. fler of the Rolls conſidered this meaſure as ma- 
terially affecting the ſhipping intereſt of the country, and 
moved that it he printed at the expence of the parties, and 
taken into conſideration on Monday. | 
Colonel Gaſcoigne objeCted to the motion, as from the late 
period of the leſſion there might be a e of the bill n 
loſt altogether. 
Mr. An ſtruther wiſhed the buſineſs to lie over til next ſeſſion. 
Sir V. Milner thought that the caſe of Shepherd and 
Smith rendered diſpatch neceſſary for the protection of the 
ſhipping intereſt. 
Mr. 7% (of Pool), was proceeding to ſtate the neceſſity 
of the meaſure, when he was informed by the Speaker that 
t'lis was not the ſtage for diſcuſſing the merits of the bill. 


Colonel Gaſcoigne confented to withdraw the motion, and 


the report was ordered to be taken into conſideration on Mon- 
day next. 

The Maſter of the Rolls nioved, that the third reading of 
the general incloſure bill by conſent ſhould be put off till Fri- 


day, and then moved, that the bill, with the laſt amendments, 


ſhould be printed. 


Sir Fobn Sinclair expreſſed his readineſs to accede to the 


motion, on the conviction, that the more the ſubject was in- 
veſtigated, the more its propriety would appear. 

The act of the 22d of his Majeſty reſpecting elections, hens 
read on the motion of Colonel Fullarton, he moved for leave 
to bring a bill to extend its proviſions to Scotland, relative to 
preventing officers of the exciſe and cuſtoms from voting at 
elections for members of Parliament. Leave was given. 

In a Committee of ways and means, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer moved a reſolution, that towards raiſing the ſupply, 


the ſum of 646, 2 50l. ſhould be raiſed by way of lottery, the 
| lottery to conſiſt of 55,000 tickets, at 111, 158. per ticket, 


being a profit of 146,0001. Ro OR. | 
Likewiſe, that the ſum of 3,200,000]. be raiſed by Exche- 
quer bills. That the allowance to the ſubalterns in the mi- 
litia for the enſuing year be paid out of the land tax. The 
reſolutions were agreed to, and the report ordered to be re- 
ceived the next day. | 
The watch and dock bill was read a ſecond time, and com- 
mitted for Friday. 
The ſlave ſhip deck bill went through a Committeb, and 
after ſome converfation between Mr. "Smith: Mr. Dent, and 
Colonel Gaſcoigne, the length was fixed at four feet one inch. 
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The bill for preventing the concealment. of fraudulent 
bankrupts effects, was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read 
a ſecond time the next day. 
The new tax bills were read a ſecond ON and ordered to 
be committed tor the next day. . 
The Houſe refolved itſelf into a Committee upon the motion 
of Mr. Anſtruther, which being done, | 
Mr. Anſtruther ſtated, that by a deciGon of the Hurt of 
king's bench, the navigation act was held to exte: he Eaſt 
Indies; the conſequence of which would be, that alt Euro- 
pean ſhips, as Danes, Swedes, &c. going ther, eg be 
liable to confiſcation : as by the 2 navigation CE? it Was ordered, 
that no goods ſhould be exported or im ported into or trom the 
dominions of his Majeſty, « cept in Britith bottoi's. or in the 
veſtels of that particular place. He ſhould therefo.e move for 
leave to bring in a bill, to put foreigners exactly in the ſame 


{ituation, as they would have been | . velors s deciſion took 
place; as before this deciſion took plac, (beg foreign ſhips 
going there, were {uppoſed to be train; TE Mogul ponts. He 


moved that the chairman be dire Qed. t * ing in a bill, o re- 
gulate the trade between ſoreign countries in amity with Great 
Pn, and our poſſeſhons in the Kaſt Iudlies. 
Mr. Alderman Curtis hoped that time would be given to ex- 
amine the bill, as it gave conſiderable alarm to the ſhip owners. 


Mr. Fol:fe faid, he ſhould not oppoſe it, but hoped that 


time for conſideration would be given. 


Mr. Alderman Liſbington ſaid, it was a meaſure of import- 
ance to the Ship-owners in this country, who thought that it 


materially affected their intereſt ; but he heped that when the 


bill was brought in, it would be printed, and time hp for 
proper conſider ation. 

Mr. An/truther ſaid, that as ſoon as the deciſion of the King's 
Bench got to India, all foreign ſhips in our ports there, would 
be liable to be ſeized ; therefore diſpatch was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, that the Act mi icht arrive as ſoon as the deciſion, to coun- 
teract the effect of the deciſion. . 4 

The Scots militia bill was read A third time and paſſed, 

Ad journed, 5 | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
 ThunrsDAY, Fuly 6. 


Lord Kenyon attended again this day, as Pro-Chancellor. 
The various bills before the Houle were forwarded in their 


The 
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The Scots Militia Bill and fix Private Bills were brought up 


from the Houſe of Commons, and read a firſt time. 
MESSAGE FROM THE KING, 


Lord Grenville brought down a Meſſage from his Majeſty, 


intimating that as the Seſſion was now near a cloſe, he would 


recommend it to the Houſe to make ſuch proviſions as could 
enable his Majeſty to afford ſome pecuniary afhſtance to her 
Moft Faithful Majeſty of Portuga al, in cate the circumſtances 
of the caſe ſo require it. 


Lord Bir then moved an Addreſs t to his Majeſty on the 


occaſion of his moſt graciovs a which, as 
uſual, was an echo of the Meſſage. 


The Duke of Norf9/k here took the opportunity to aſk Lord 
Grenville, acroſs the benches, whether a day w ould not be Jett 


apart for raking the Meſſage into conſideration. 


Lord Grenville replied, "that the points referred to in his 
Majeſty's Meſſage, would Ty come before the Houſe in 
due courſe. 

The Duke of Norfolk then roſe, and obſerved, that 15 
thought ſuch a communication from the Throne, rather extra- 
ordinaty, at the moment we were in an actual negociation for 
peace with France. He allo obſerved, that, in the event of 
our concluding a peace and making commercial arrangements 


with that country, he h-ped-Miniſters would fee it would not 


be for the intereſt of this country to give ſuch a decided pre- 
ference to the trade of Portugal, as had heretofore been ma- 


nifeſted. 
Lord Grenville in reply, pointed out the impropriety of dif- 


cuſſing, at preſent, the points alluded to by the noble Duke. 
With reſpect to his latter poſition, he Would only ſay, that it 
would obviouſly, in a great degree, depend upon the obſervance | 
-of exiſting treaties, 


ROMAN CATHOLICS, &c. 


The Duke of Norfolk roſe, to move That the ſecond 
« reading of the bill to permit Roman Catholics and Proteſtant 
% Diſſenters to ſerve in the Supplementary Militia, he poſt- 


„ poned till Monday next.” He wiſhed this might be done, 


becauſe he conceived that a reverend prelate, not then in his 


place, wiſhed to obſerve upon the meaſure ; and he allo with-. 


ed it might be deferred till then, as he intended to move 
for the introduCtion of a claufe into the bill, enforcing the 
perſons in queſtion to enter alſo into the regular militia, 

Lord Grenvule mar etc his wiſh, if the noble Duke had no 


objection, 
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objection, that the ſecond reading might be deferred till 
Tueſday. 


This arrangement was agreed upon. and the bill was order- 


ed to be read a ſecond time, on I veſday next. 


The Biſhop of Br//#s/ moved that their Lordſhips be ſum- 
moned for that day, which was ordered accordingly, 
e till the next day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
THURSDAY, Fuly 6. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought down a | Mellags 
from the King, which was read as follows: 


GEORGE R. 
As the ſtate of public buſineſs may ſoon TY his Majeſty to put an end to the 


_ preſent ſeſſion, his Majeſty thinks it proper to recommend it to the Houſe of Com- 


mons, to conſider of making proviſion to enable his. Majeſty to defray ſuch extra- 
ordinary expences, and to take ſuch meaſures as the exigency of affairs may re- 
quire, and in particular to afford. ſome pecuniary aſſiſlance, if the circumſtances 
ſhould appear to his Majeſty to require it, to his Ally the Queen of Portugal, for 
the defence of her dominions agzinſt any attack n the common enemy. 


12 G. R. 
The Chancellor of the * moved, that his Majeſty” 8 


Meſſage be taken into conſideration in a Committee of oupply 
the next day. Ordered, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that in the 
Committee of Ways and Means the next day, he would move 
for a new tax to ſupply the deficiency occaſioned by the Inland 


Navigation tax, which he meant to abandon for this year. 


The objections, however, though they were ſo ſtrong as to in- 
duce him to abandon it for the preſent ſeſſion, did not appear 
to him inſuperable, inſomuch that if it was found neceſſary to 
impoſe further taxes in another year, he was of eptendez chat 


this would be a fair ſource of revenue. 


The Seaman's Encouragement Bill paſſed through a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe: 

Mr. Secretary, Dundas moved, That there be laid whore the 
Houſe a copy of the minutes of Lord Hobart, dated October 


and November, 1795, relative to the ſtate of the Carnatic. | 


Ordered, 
The Keport of the Conmintee of Supply: was 3:dioupht up; 


| the Reſolutions were agreed to, and bills were ordered to be 


brou 18 in upon chem. 
| DIA 
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INDIA JUDICATURE BILL. 


Mr. Broderick reported from the Committee on the ſlate of 


the Eaſt India Judicature, and the Report being read, 
Major AZetcalf objected to the reſolution relative to the Salary 


and Penſions of the Judges. The. ſtated Salary of the Chief 


ſuſtice was now 8oool. a year, but in fact, he received to the 
annual amount of go641. which was more than double the 
ſalary of the Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas. Parliament, 
in providing this ample ſalary, had very wiſely had conſidera- 
tion both of the reſpectability which he ought to maintain 
while abroad, and to his future maintenance after he retired 


Tf a Chief Juſtice ſpent 60,000] Rupees while in India, or 
6oool. he would be enabled to lay by out of his falary annually 


30,000 Rupees, or 3oool. which in the courſe of twelve years, 


reckoning compound intereſt, would amount to the ſum of 
81,0001. As the ſalary, therefore, was ſo ample already, he 
objected to its being increaſed, and ſhould oppoſe the preſent 


reſolution. 5 


Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that the honourable Gentleman 


had made a calculation without attending to the circumſtances 


of his caſe. He had made no allowance for the ſupport of that 


part of his family which might require a ſeperate eſtabliſhment, 


or for the education of his children, which might remain be- 
hind ; on the contrary, he ſuppoſed that a perſon appointed to 


the office of Chief Juſtice was to carry all his family along 


with him to India, which did not happen in one out of ten caſes. 


And when the honourable Gentleman got him to India, he 


ſuppoſed that he was to live to the age of Methuſalem, with 


the economy of a Jew, and in the profeſſion of an uſurer, lay- 


ing out every penny that he could ſpare at compound intereſt. 
His own opinion was, that it was highly becoming the Legiſla- 
ture to put the Chief. Juſtice of India on ſomething like a pro- 


portional footing with thoſe around him. The Govenor Ge- 


neral had a ſalary of 25,000l. a Puiſne Judge had 6,000. and a | 
Counſellor had To, oool. a year, and he ſaw no reaſon why the 


Chief Juſtice ought not to be approximated in point of income 
to thoſe about him. He was the more ſurpriſed to hear any 


_ objection againſt ſuch a ſtep upon the preſent occaſion from 


thoſe who were ſo anxious to provide liberally for thoſe in the 


military department. Here it was a thing invariably under- 
ſtood, that when a judge retired from his ſituation, ſome provi- 
hon ſhould be made for him by the Publie; and why ought not 
an India Judge to have a ſimilar proviſion after retiring from the 


duty of an uſeful and laborious life, the more ſo, as the expence 
Vor. III. 1797. 3 WL] 
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would not fall upon the Public, but was to be defrayed by re- 
trenchments on other parts of the Judicial Eſtabliſhment. 


Major Metcalf © > pla ined, 
And the Houle divided on the euren 


LES — — — 23 
Nocs — — — 3 


Major, 14, 30 

Mr. Secretary Dundas then brought in the Bill for the better 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice in India, and to prevent the Britiſh 
{ubjeRs in Ini from lending money to any of the native 
Princes without the conſent of the Directors, which was read 
a firſt time, and ordered to be printed, and read a ſecond time 
the next day. 

Mr. Secretary Hens, then brought in the Bill for regulat- 
ing the tr ade carried on in the Britiſh Poſſeſſions in India, by 
nations in amity with his Majeſty, which was alfo read a firſt 
time, and ordered to be printed, and read a ſecond time the 
next day. 

The Solicitor General moved for leave to bring in a Bill to 
regulate the copper coin of theſe kingdoms. Ordered. 

The Committee on India Accounts was deferred till Monday. 
Mr. Re/e moved for leave to bring in a Bill to regulate the 
Stamp Duties upon Bills of Exchange, Notes, Deeds, &c. by 
enabling the Commiſſioners of Stamps to fix a ſmaller ſtamp 


upon Deeds, &c. on payment of the duty. Ordered, Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Fripay . 


Lord Kenyon attended for the Chancellor, and having gone 
th "_ the bills on the table, e to Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FRIDAY, July J. 


The bill for prohibiting Exciſe and Cuſtom-houſe officers 
from voting at elections was read a firſt time, and ordered to 
| be read a lecond time on Monday. 


INSOLVENT DEBTORS. 


The Houſe went into A Committee on the inſolvent 
debtors bill. 


Iwo clauſes were brought up ; one that exiſting debts 
| | | ſhould 
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ſhould be proved in the ſame manner as againſt a bankrupt 
under a commiſſion of bankruptcy ; and another that all 
charter bonds, &c. belonging to the bankrupt, thould be put 
under aſſignees for behalf of the creditors. 

A petition from Nottingham againſt the {hip owners' re- 
lict bill, was ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill for preventing the counterfeiting of the coin of 
the realm was read a firſt time, and orde red to be read 2 
ſecond time on Monday. 

The ſubalterns in the militia allowance bill was read a 
ſecond time. 


| VOTE OF CREDIT. 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of ſupply, | 
Mr. Hobart in the chair, and his Majeſty's meſiage was re- 
ferred io the ſaid Committee. 
1 he meſſage being read, | 
| he Chanccilor of. ihe 85 Heuer ſaid, i in e of 
his Majelty's gracious communication. he thought proper 
to recommend to the Committee to make fuch a proviſion 
as might enable his Majelty to defray ſuch extraordinary 
expcnce, and o take ſuch meaſures as the exigency ot at- 
fairs might require. The ſum which he intended to pro- 
pole, and the manner in which he withed to have it granted 
was not only ſuch as was vſual at the cloſe of a ſeſſion, but 
as he truſted allo, wholly 1n0bjectionable, for it was a vote 


of credit of 52,0001, There were always unforeſeen cxi- 
gencies in a time of war, the expence of which it was im- 


poſſible to eſtimate, and conſequently impoſſible to provide r. 
For ſuch exigencies it had been a conſtant 3 to hag. 


ply his Majeſty towards the cloſe of a ſeſſion, when he would 


be unable to reſort immediately to N to defray 
them, with a vote of credit. I addition to ſuch exigencies 


as might occur, he thought it moreover his duty to tate. that 


ſome advances to his Majeſty's ally the queen of Portugal 
might be neceſſary. He did not know to what extent, nor 
in what manner this aſſiſtance might be given, but he con- 


ceived the ſum of 200,000l. would be an ample proviſion, 


and when Gentlemen recollected of what ſervice her fol- 


diers had been in the proſecution of the war, of what im- 


portance her ports were, and how unſhaken her fidelity had 
been, he truſted there would be no difficulty in granting ſuch 
2 ſum for her aſſiſtance, whatever the events of the pending ne- 


gociation might be, for the remainder of the year, This money, 


3 * 2 „ however, 
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however, he included in the vote of credit, as well as ſome 
other charges not yet certified for the prince of Conde s army. 
He had it in contemplation alſo, to include ſome account 
Which would ariſe from diſbanding ſome of the corps in the 
Weſt Indies, in order to prevent them from becoming a 
permanent charge upon the country. It was impoſſible for 
bim to form a regular eſtimate of the expence attending 
ſuch a meaſure, for a valuable and reſpectable corps could 
not be diſbanded without ſome compenſation ; but be it_ 
what it would, he thought it might be included in the vote 
of credit of 500,00cl. As this part of the ſubje& had been 
diſcuſſed upon a former day, he declined taking up the time 
and attention of the Houſe with any uſeleſs matter, and there- 
fore moved that a ſum of 5co,c ol. be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty as a vote of credit to enable him to defray fuch extra- 
ordinary expence, and to take ſuch meaſures as the exigency 
of affairs may require, and in particular to afford ſome pe- 
cCuniary aſſiſtance, if the circumſtance ſhould appear to his 
Majeſty to require it, to his ally, the queen of Portugal, for 
the defence of her dominions againit wy attack from the 
5 common enemy. 
The reſolution was then agreed to, nem. con. the Houſe 
was reſumed, and the report ordered to be received on Mon- 
day. e 


NEW TaxkES. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of ways and 
means, Mr. Halurt in the chair. 

The Cbancelior of the Exchequer reminded the Committee 
that he ſtated it the preceding day to be his intention rather to 
ſubmit ſome ſubſtitutes for the tax on inland navigation, than 
adhere to his original intention of levying that tax againſt fo 
many general opinions at fo late a period of the ſctlion. 
But though he did not mean to perſevere in the levy of that 
tax during the preſent ſeſſion, he earneſtly defired to have 
it underſtood that he by no means felt ſatisfied with. the ge- 
neral objections to it, but, on the contrary, he was more 
firmly perſnaded that, if ever the public neceſſities and other 
circumſtances ſhould require its adoption, it would be a very 
fair and important ſource of revenue, though it might te 
expedient perhaps to vary it from the particular plan which 
he had at firſt ſubmitted. He truſted, however, that as the 
meaſure was abandoned now, at leaſt for the preſent ſeſſion, 
he necd not enter into any partticular deſcription of the 


original 
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original plan, nor deſeribe what variations it might be politic 
and prudent to adopt. But he felt that he ſhould not have the 
conſcious ſatisfaction of having diſcharged his duty, if he had 
not apprized the country that it might hereafter furniſh a ver 
ample contribution towards the general exigencies of the ſtate. 
He reminded the Committee, that he formerly computed the 
product of a tax upon inland navigation at 90,0900. and, con- 
ſequently, if he abandoned that meaſure, that was the deficient 
ſum for which it was his duty to provide. In doing fo, he 
ſaid, he ſhould endeavour to propoſe taxes which, he truſted, 
could not reaſonably be objected to, as they were ſimple in 
their nature, and the details of their regulations already pro- 
_ vided for by former taxes. | 
The firſt tax which he meant to offer was a moderate addi. | 

tion on male ſervants. It was not his intention to increaſe 
the duty already paid by thoſe perſons who kept only one man 
ſervant, becauſe there were a claſs of people riſing only in re- 
gular gradation above the poor, and already ſubjected to a full 
proportion of their contributions. The firſt ſtage he thould 
begin with, therefore, was with that claſs of people who kept 
two male ſervants, for which he ſhould propoſe a duty of 10s. 
which added to the duties already levied, of 11. 58. would 
make the whole a ſum of 11. 158.; for three male ſervants, 
and not exceeding four, he ſhould recommend a duy of 15s. 

each, and for five and upwards, 11. each, and ſubje& to an ad- 
dition of 20 per cent. The Committee would perceive that 
the whole of this tax atachel to thoſe who, by rank and for- 
tune, were able to defray it, and that the poor and ſubordinate 
ſtations of life were, as they ought to be, exempted. The 
produce of this duty, including the 20 per cent, upon it, ad- 
ditional duty on aſſeſſed taxes, which would chiefly fall on 
thoſe who kept more than eight ſervants, he calculated to 
amount to 34,000). THE 

To the next tax he truſted there could be no en 

either, eſp=cially as horſes employed in agriculture had lately 
been charged with an additional duty of 38. What he intend- 
ed to propoſe was, a moderate addition upon horſes kept for 
pleaſure. In like manner as the former tax, he did not mean 
this to attach to thoſe perſons who kept only one horſe, be- 
cauſe there were various cauſes which might oblige them ro 
do fo, and becauſe he conceived, from many conſiderations, 
that there were perſons entitled to indulgence. He propoſed, 

therefore, to faften the tax only upon thoſe perſons who kept 
more than one horſe for pleaſure, and charging for every horſe 
ARE aca pl 0 
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lo kept, an additional duty of five ſhillings, v. 
twenty per cent, additional duty on afſciled t 

ed would produce 24,0001. making with the « duty ©: 
vants, a revenue receipt of nearly 60,0001. 

There would now remain the ſum of 30,0 000. 
the difference of the tax on Inland Naviga ien, bui + 
this was already provided for, though not {tated UNO? 1 
day to the Committee by the duty upon Horſes & 47 
agriculture. When we reckoned the produce of it 1111 
d: id not include the twenty per cent. additio: at. duty 

vould attach upon that as upon all other duties or all*': 
and which would vield a further ſum of 3c,0001 VEE 


tic whole of the deficienc y of go.o00]. created by abaido ning 
the tax on Inland Navigation, Having proces thus for, he 
truſted Gentlemen would adinit the taxes he l prop. 80 to 
be 2s ſimple in their nature, and as meg Rionablc as it was: 
well poſhble to deviſe. The details of regulations w bio- 


vided for by former taxes, the amount of ee ech © Was 
conſequently very ealtily compute, the poor were exumpted 
from any additional burthens, and the additional t:irrneng 
which were impoſed fell upon that claſs of the comme y 
which was the moſt able to bear them, He concluae! there- 
fore by moving his firſt reſolution, which, with the ot!:-r, was 
read and agreed to without any oppoſition, and the report or- 
dered to be brought up on Monday, 

The General Incoſare Bill was real a third dine and paſſed. 


ILLEGAL OATHS, 


The Attorney General, in conſequence of the notice he had 
given the preceding day, role to move for leave to bring it) a bill 
to prevent the adminiſtration of unlawful oats. From the no- 
toriety of recent events, which deluded a oreat body of the torces 
of his Majeſty from their duty and allegiance, and endangered 
the ſatety and tranquillity of his kingdoms, the inſtances of ad- 
miniſtering illegal oaths were of late fo frequent, as to require 
No particular explanation. He doubted whether the gicater 
part of the community knew the criminal nature of ſuci: pro- 
ceedings, and therefore he thought it a wiſe and honourable act 
of the Legiſlature to point out the law of the Fouts », and warn 
the ignorant of the conſequence of breaking There was a 
law already in force, which provided a 3 for ſuch 
people as are found guilty of making uſe of an illegal oath, to 
onvert it to the worſt of purpoſes, and prevent the poſſibility 
pt bringing evidence againſt a man guilty of the moſt MR 
acts 
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acts. To explain the penalties of that Act was the object of 


his bill, which he conſidered would be a wiſe proviſion in re- 


gard to the public, and a humane one in regard to the offend- 
ing parties. After this it was his intention to bring in a bill, 
if leave ſhould be given, to encreaſe the puniſhment, in future, 


for by too great a tenderneſs of meaſures, the ſecurity of the 


country was expoſed, and it was obvious from fome late pro- 
ceedings, that when a fet of men were returning to the duty 
which they owed themſelves, their poſterity and their country, 


they found theimſelves embaraſſed by the oaths they: had un- 


juſtly taken. 


Mr. H: wſſey wiſhed to know how at preſent the hes was ; 


puniſhable! 
The Attorney General ſaid in ex -planation, that if any perſons 


combined for illegal meaſures, and adminiſtered unlawful oaths 


for the abetting of ſuch purpoſes, or to prevent the influence of 
evidence againſt them, they were guilty by the law, as it now 
flood, of a high miſdemeanor. 


Mr. Nicholl ſaid, if there were any general doubt of the ex- 


iſtence or efficiency of the law as it now ſtood, the bill might 
be neceſſary; but as he knew of no ſuch doubt, he could not 
ſee the leaſt Seca for it. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer lated, that one point of the 


bill propoſed was to appriſe mankind af the danger of the of- 


fence, and another to prevent, by heavier penalties, the com- 
miſſion of thoſe crimes for which the law was not ſufficient 


at preſent. He ſhould think his honourable and learned friend 
ſtopped ſhort of his duty, if he did not afterwards endeavour to 


encreaſe the puniſhment, and abridge the trial, ſince the trial 
of miſdemeanor was aftended with embarrallment and delay, 


and the crime intended to ſubvert every civil, religious, and 
military eftabliſhment. He hoped, t! herefore, that the ſeſſion 


would not terminate, after the fatal] e en they had beheld 


of the ſpreading miſchief and increaling d anger, without ap- 5 


plying a remedy. 


Leave was given, and a bill was ſoon after Pn in by the 
Solicitor General, and read a firſt time, © and ordered to be read 


a ſecond time on Monday, 


Mr. Roſe preſented the eſtimates of the -ropoſer 1 


to the Voluntcer Cavalry, which were ordered to be referred to 
the Committee of Supply. 


The Bill for raiſing a Stamp Duty on 1 Deods, v was read a ſe- 
cond time, and ordered to be committed. 
The Order of the Day being read for taking\} into the con- 


fideration of a Committee of the whole Houſe the accounts re- 


rel becting 
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ſpecting the produce of the Dog Tax, and of the Game 
Cetificates, 
MMr. Dent, after ſome obſervations, moved the Aitedatge of 
the order, and that it ſtand over to that day month. Agreed to. 
Mr. Dent then gave notice, that he ſhould next ſeſſion move 
for the appointment of Comm:ifhoners to farm che Dog Tax, 
and that of Game Certificates. 
Adjourned till . 


2 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
MonDAY, July 10. 


"The Slave Carrying Bill was read a third time, and baſed. 
The Guernſey Importation Trade Bill was reported. 
The Scotch Militia Bill was read a ſecond time and com- 
mitted for the next day. 
Several other bills were forwarded in tacir relpetiive Andes 
Lord Kenyon fat as Speaker, in the room of the Lord Chan- | 
cellor. Adjourned till the next day. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
___ Monvary, Fuly 10, 


The Eaſt India Trade Bill was read a ſecond time. 

The Madras and Bombay Judicature Bill was read a ſecond 
time. | 
The Bengal Judicature Bill was read a third t time and paſſed. 

The Reſolutions of the Committee of Ways and Means 
were reported, and bills ordered on the fame. 

The Reſolution of the Committee of Supply, for granting 
his Majeſty 200,000]. to afſiſt the Queen of Portugal, was read, 

and agreed to. 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply; Mr. 

Hobart in the Chair, and the eſtimates preſented by Mr. Roſe 

on Friday, of propoſed allowances to the Volunteer Cavalry, 

was referred to the ſaid Committee. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated, that whatever might 
be the event of the pending negociation, he thought the coun- 
try ought not to part with ſo eſſential a corps as the Yeomanry 
Cavalry, at leaſt not till a conſiderable time after the reſtoration 
of Peace, and next ſeſſion, therefore, it was his intention to 
ſubmit ſome ſyſtematic arrangements to the conſideration of 
Parliament, in order to render it a permanent national defence, 
like the Militia. According to his preſent idea of the matter, 
Nane ie whale: 1 in a time a hog would not Aled 

528. | 18515 called 
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called out above once in four years, which would conſequently 
ſubject the country to a very ſmall and inconſiderable xpence ; 
while it would provide a very important, honourable, and con- 


ſtitutional defence againſt any ſudden internal or external dan- 


ger, Upon the eſtimates he had made, he did not think it neceſ- 


fary to provide more than three pounds per man, which, com- 


puting the number of men at 10,000, would amount only to 
' 20,000]. He hoped, however, that inſtead of theſe loyal and uſe- 


ful body of men remaining at that number, they would next year 
be encreaſed, ard he had every reaſon to expect that would be the 


caſe from the general ſpirit of patriotiſm and bravery which 


pervaded the kingdom. Nor would any man have reaſon to 
complain either of the mode or the expence of protecting the 
country by ſuch corps, ſince the mode was recognized in that 
highly and deſervedly commended precedent the Militia, and 
the expence muſt eventually prove itſelf to be conſtructed on 
the ſoundeſt principle of public economy, as well as public 
ſafety. If he were aſked from what fund he meant to provide 
the payment of this eſtabliſhment, he ſhould reply, that he had 
not yet decided upon that point, nor ſhould he preſume to de- 
liver any final opinion without conſulting Parliament; but 
according to his preſent idea, the molt eligible mode appeared 
to be that of paying each diviſion out of the land-tax of their 
reſpective counties, in the ſame manner as the Militia are now 
paid. Having ſaid thus much concerning what might be the 
Qt of his intentions in future, he now came to the conſi- 
deration of the proviſion neceſſary for the maintenance of this 


corps to the cloſe of the year, and as he computed the number 


at 10,000 men, all liable to be called out on any emergency, 
and nearly in a ſtate of actual ſervice, he ſhould allow the 


average ſum, and propoſe that a ſum not exceeding 30, ol. be 


granted to his Majeſty for the clothing and accoutrements of 


the Volunteer Cavalry to the end of the preſent year. 
General Tarleton and Mr. Folliffe made a few remarks on 


it; as did Mr. Burdon, who expteſſed his hearty ſatisfaction at . 
the meaſure, and ſaid, it was an undoubted pledge of the con- 


ſtitutional and pure intention of, the Miniſter, ſince it was 


putting arms into the hands of the natural defenders of the "= 


realm 26d conſtitution. 


The Chancellor of the Enthenity faid, he would: not, even 
at this ſtage, ſuffer the meaſure to be followed by the Wade 
of miſapprehenſion. It was not only a defence againſt foreign 
enemies, but againſt the factious diſturbers of Our peace at 
home. They would be compoſed of ſubſtantial houſe-keepers, 
| and, as ſuch, were uneb'eCtionable. The Refolution then paſſed. 


Vox. III. 1797. 3 Z 
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In a Committee of ways and means | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that to make good 

the ſupply granted to his Majeſty the ſum of two millions be 

granted to his Majeſty out of the conſolidated fund. Reſolved. 


INSOLVENT DEBTORS' BILL, 


The report of the Inſolvent debtors' bill was brought up 
and read, | | CIS | 

The Attorney General propoſed a clauſe for extending the 
benefit of the act to thoſe who have been in priſon ſince the 
12th of February, 1794, and who did not take the benefit of 
the former act, provided their debt did not exceed the amount 
of 3000l. _ „„ . 

Mr. Serjeant Adair objected to the proviſion, becauſe he 
apprehended many unfortunate debtors would be deprived of 
the benefit by the limitation. He therefore moved, to make it 
more general, by omitting the whole of the proviſion. 

Mr. Alderman Anderſon ſeconded the motion, and the limi- 
tation was omitted. _ | | 1 . 5 
Mr. Serjeant Adair then reminded the Houſe of the melan- 
choly ſituation of the ſix unfortunate Quakers, who had been 
confined for many years in York gaol, by George Markham, 

Vicar of Charlton, in the Weſt riding of Yorkſhire, for the 

non: payment of tythes ; and propoſed a clauſe to releaſe them, 
and exonerate perſons who refufe to pay tythes in cafes of con- 
ſcience from a fimilar confinement in future, by ſubſtituting 
an imperative and compulſory aſſignment of Parliament to a 
voluntary aſſignment of individuals, ſo as inſtead of availing 


themſelves of the option to ſeize the perfon or effects of the | 


defaulter, to oblige the defaulters to deliver in an account of 
their goods, chattels, and eftates, in order to diſtrain upon the 
former for the payment of the debt, and where the goods and 
chattels are not ſufficient, to claim and to recover on the real 
eſtates. VVV . 
The clauſe was brought up and incorporated with the bill, 
and the bill was ordered to be engroſſed and read a third time, 
the next day. %%% OO | „„ 
The bill for regulating the heights between decks of ſhips 
employed in the African ilave trade, was read a third time and 
_ paſſed. | . i Ne 
1 Mr. AV. Smith gave notice, that next ſeſſion of Parliament 
he will move for leave to bring in a bill for extending the 
height, and making ſundry other regulations. 10; 
Ihe bill for the more effectually preventing the adminiſter- 
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ng of unlawful oaths, was read a ſecond time and ordered to 


be committed to a committee of the whole Houſe the next 


day. 
As was alſo a bill for the better preventing the counterfeit- 
ing copper and other coin, &c. 


The lottery bill went alſo through the lame ſtage, and the 
fame order was made upon it. 


As did likewiſe the bill for g' anting an additional duty on 


deeds. 


The other orders of the day were then read upon the motion 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


T he report of the Committee on the inland navigation duty 
bill was ordered to be taken into further conſideration on that 


day three months, upon the motion of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

The further conſideration of the report of the ſhip owners” 
| bill was deferred until all the other orders of the day were diſ- 
poſed of. | 

The Committee on Eaſt India finances was deferred to 
Thurſday next. | 


The bill for impoſing aduty upon cuſtoms, & c. was deferred 


to Wedneſday. 
The bill to prevent officers of exciſe and cuſtoms votin 
elections | in Scotland, was read a third time and paſſed. 
The bill for making allowance to ſubaltern officers of the 
tina; in time of peace, was read a fecond time and was ordered 
to be committed to a Committee of the whole Houle, the next 
da N 
. ts to go into a - Committes of the whole Houſe the 
next day on the clock and watches duty bill. 
| The ſeamens' encouragement bill was read a third time and 
palled. --- --- 
On ending the a of the day on the bill for appropriating 
200,000]. annually for the reduction of the national debt, 


g at 


Mr. Carew ſaid, he ſhould not oppoſe this bill at preſent, 


although hedoubted its policy under the preſent circumſtances. 


of the country. He gave notice that he ſhould oppoſe ſuch 


a meaſure as this, if offered in any other. ſeſſion, 
The houſes new duty bill was read a third time and alles. 
The bill ſor preventing the forging powers of attorney to 


receive dividends, &c. went into a Committee, and was ordered 


to be taken into further conſideration the next day. 


The horſe additional duty bill paſſed a Committee, and the 


Feport was Roe to be received the next day, Th 
L 16 
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| The report of the Committee on the ſhip owners bill was 

brought up, when Mr. Anſtruther and Mr. Brogden preſented 

petitions decidedly againſt it, from certain merchants and tra- 

ders of lakhs, Lovdar; Weſtminſter, Southwark, Bury, 
Bolton, and Hayteſbury, in Wiltſhire. 

Another petition from Knareſborough, in Yorkſhire, re- 
queſted that the bill might not e till the merits of it were 
more generally underſtood. 

Mr. Z«fery (of Pool) ſaid, not withſtanding the number of 
petitions Tk the bill, it would operate to the intereſt of the 
merchants, becauſe if it did not quickly paſs, there would be 
no ſhip owners to convev their goods. Till the action of Smith 
againſt Sheppard, the ſhip owners never underſtood they were 
reſponſible for all the accidents to which their frieght was lia- 
ble; but now, if the veſſel ſtruck upon the bar in going out 
of the harbour, and her cargo thereby received any damage ; 
if the pilot was erroneous in his reckoning, or the ſhip-car- 
penter careleſs in his duty, if the hold was infeſted by rats, or 
the ſhip ſtruck upon a rock not laid down in the charts, the 
merchant would immediately recover for his loſſes by a ſuit 
at law. Accidents by land carriage might commonly be pre- 
vented, but ſhips were liable to accidents which no human 
wiſdom could foreſee, nor any prudence hinder, Upon theſe 
grounds he ſupported the further conſideration of the bill. 

The Maſter of the Rolls was againſt it, but admitted the 
propriety ot hearing Counſel previous to any further proceeding, 

Mr. Alderman Curtis oppoſed the hearing of Counſel, be- 
cauſe the ſubject had been freely diſcuſſed above ſtairs in the 
Committee. 

Mr. Anftruther contended, that the Hauſe: was bound in 
duty to proceed deliberately, and to examine the ſubject with 
the utmoſt caution. * He wiſhed therefore to hear Counſel at 
the bar, becauſe if ever there was a caſe, 1 in which every argu- 
ment on both ſides required examination, this was one. 

The Atrorney Genera! thought that this bill in its retroſpec- 
tive effect would be a very high act of civil injuſtice, and that 
the Houſe ſhould never do, either with hearing Counſel or 
without it. He was decidedly in favour of the motion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer did not wiſh to enter into 
the merits of the bill generally, but he wiſhed to hear Counſel 
in order to have. if poſſible, three points ſettled. What was 
the point in diſpute between the merchants and the owners of 
mips? What was the point which the court of law deter- 
mined, which gave birth to this application to Parliament? and 


what 
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what it was which was meant to be enacted by the preſent bill, 
or what would be its legal effect if carried into law? 


Mr. Alderman Luſhington wiſhed his honourable friend to 


withdraw his oppoſition to the motion for hearing Counſel; and 
_ expreſſed his confidence that the policy of the bil would be 
agreeable to the good ſenſe of the Houle. 

Mr. Brogden ſpoke decidedly againſt the bill. 


Mr. V. Bird adviſed the Houſe to poſtpone the further con- 
ſideration of it to another ſeſſion, in order to enable the publie 


to form a better judgment on it. 

Mr. Elliſen ſpoke againſt the bill, and 

Mr. Serjeant Adair urged expedition. 

Counſel was then called in, and heard for a conſiderable 
time againſt the bill. The Houle allo heard evidence againſt 
the bill. After which it was moved, that the further conſi- 
deration of the report on the bill be deferred till the next day. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequir obſerved that for a buſineſs 


| of fuch magnitude and importance, as he conceived the preſent 
bill to be, the time between that and the following day would 


be too ſhort for Gentlemen to conſider the arguments which 
had been advanced againſt it by the learned: Counſel. He 


wiſhed, therefore, that it might ſtand for Wedneſday ; and 
even then he did not know whether his mind would be made 
up on the ſubject. 


Mr. Jeffery ſaid, the only ie en he had 1 the bill 
being put off longer than the following day, was the appre- 
henſion that, in the preſent advanced period of the ſeſſion, it 
might not be poſſible for it to paſs into a law. The report 


was then ordered to be taken into further conſideration on 


Wedneſday Adin YI 


"HOUSE OF LORDS. 
; __ Tvuespay, Fuly 11. 


As ſoon as prayers were. over, Dr. Moſs. ( Biſhop of Bath | 
and Wells), came to the table to be ſworn, and Mr. e 


was reading the cuſtomary oaths, wien 
The Duke of Norfolk roſe and remarked, chat it was con- 


trary to a ſtanding order to ſwear in any peer to take his ſeat 


after four o'clock. 
The Lord Chancellor left the Woolf to ſtate that the ſtand- 
ing order certainly was, as the noble Duke had ſtated, and that 


it followed of conſequence that the right reverend Prelate could 
not be then [worn. 


Lord 


: 8 TED = 
— - - — 
. 2 va N 9 - — 
— — = : : 5 n x 3 3 
Ex 3 . =. Ye Hot I en TB . S% El, IEEE 1 2 or 5 
3 * 8 . "> RE ne Gre AS EAGER —— rl SEL "ap; 3 2 2 £ a 
S ²˙ ES”; "<A — „„ — Cs Sa 8 — = - : 
_— — — —— 1 ord . 8 - I * r B 


* * 3 —— 2 Sm - 
> _ 1 — — "a &s 

4 — — F 

TERS, 


, ar N 
* vl , 
0 4.44 ' 
x7" i l 
= X : 
. 
- 1.4 1's 
{$5 . 
* 1 
JETS 
Ws 
„. 
* 's 
e 
1-111 
41 
11 44508 
9 101 
* 4 l C 
« k 4 
1 4 K 
1 17 n 
3 } 
Na | i4 N 
iy I 
. is 14 
3 14 
8 y 
» + IM 
* * 
5 1 
; he 
FIX ; 
« I FS 
nnn 
0 {> : 
” * 
179 
by #4. 
” 1 
4 Y 3 
1 
1-44 
* 
40 rf : 
17 
1 
I 1 
BN 
1 
ien 
& : 
1 | 
y 174 iin 
i ' J 4 
386 294.008 
. »%3 3 
* 10 | : 
Nati. 
5 . 
/ 4855 "3 
1 me 
: Ne 
18 
* » 4 
"43-4 194 
e 
: 74 iN 10 ,: 
1 * 7 1 
323 
„ 1 
bY ' 
1 1 
1 1 L241 
1 4 
or 
1 1 , : 
* 2; 
2 
Ie 174 1 44 
by 1 + : 
[ 4 e 
be 3 8 | 
804 [1 
ar 
1 
7 5 4-1 
s 433 N 4 
i in! 
A, 117 
N 7:38 094 
! Ay : 
1 1 * * 
: i oF : 
7 x 4 
„ 
70 1 
7 # 4 ro 
14 5 : 14 
: £1 
. B's * 5 
12 = | * 
b 
i*; 
1 ; 
145 
[ if +7 
! a 
; : 
— 
7 Ro 1 
+ * 
N 
wu y ? 
% yy 1 
1 Þ + 
j 
$5407 
1 
"OI | 7 
16 
Di 
f 
* 70 
Dns 
ee 
1 
dle 
714 { 
123 + RE 7 
F- > 
12; 3 
3 1 14 
0 ö be 
* 
in N 
W314 : 
. : 
174% 4 
7 0 
J 750 4, 
1 ko 
1 
11 
1 
A: 
484: 5 
1 1 10 4 
1 
, wi * 
"Wi 41 
43>: 3 8 
"#4 A 
431 3-6 
\ 1 
Ii , 
«7, T . 
A. 7 
I®.1 4 
1 * 
' 
i 3 
1H 1 
n 7 
188 >. 
+0 
: 
$15.8 1 
("LS | 
: 1 
3 * t 
* 
455 : 
*. 30] 
Ts. « 1 
Qt | 
9 
„ BY. 
1 1 
7 af - 
1 es i 
LEST. * 
77 
1 
pl % - 
N 


— 
— — 


— 
* 5 


3 
— — 
DD 


———— —Uq —U¹p n!. — 
by — ISS 


TIT a+ 
—— —— 


8 


lt a 


— — wt mr Ex * y 8 
2 S 
8 9 a et > Ig 

3 8 . ——— 2 En Br; ve : 
— = = 82 — 


" T — 
. 2 5 
— CE INSEIEEEY — — ys 
F 
8 " 2 8 A the Wa Y 1 
* bo = 2 — — I — „ 5 — 4 4 K the 
= IR OE WOES c 
— of — - 9 — — ca 2 


552  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lon pe, 


Lord Viſcount Sydney faid, he had often lamented, that the 
practice of noble Lords coming down, at fo late an hour, as 
was uſually the cafe, had obtained. It was, his Lord- 
ſhip faid, a practice that could tend to the convenience of no 
perſon, but to the inconvenience of every one, and to the great 
delay and hindrance of public buſineſs. The preſent impedi- 
ment to the right reverend Prelate's qualifying himſelf to 
take his ſeat was one of the many awkward circumſtances 
that had ariſen from the idle cuſtom that he complained of. 
The Biſhop of Bath and /Z*!!s was about to addrefs himſelf 
to the Houſe, when Lord Kenyon reminded him, that not 
having taken the oaths, he was not entitled to ſpeak. _ 

The Duke of Norfolk faid, he had thought 1t right to notice 
the diſorderly circumſtance in queſtion, but if the Houſe felt 
no objection to {wearing the right reverend Prelate, he ſhould 
not object to it. 

The Lord Chancellor ſaid, that notice having been taken of 
the 4 enie the right reverend Frelate could not then be | 


ſworn | in. 
sScors MILITIA BILL, 


The Hole: having reſolved itſelf into a Committee on this 
bill, proceeded to diſcuſs the clauſes, and when they came to 
the following, 

Provided always and be it ne 0 That neither 
the whole or any part of the militia directed by this act to 
pe raiſed and maintained, ſhall on any account be carried, or 
ordered to go out of that part of Great Britain called Scot- 

Ae 

The Duke of N %o roſe and called the attention of the 
Houſe to that proviſo, and obſerved the ſubject of the bill 
was of a very ſerious and important nature; it deſerved, there- 
fore, their full conſideration. It was expreſsly enacted in the 
act for embodying the Engliſh militia, that they might be ſent 
into Scotland or any part of Great Britain, as circumſtances 
might render expedient or neceſſary, He ſaw no reaſon, there- 
| fore, if there was to be a militia in Scotland, why they ſhould 

not be put upon the ſame footing with the militia of England, 
and the prefent act be rendered in this reſpect conſonant to 

the exiſting militia laws of the kingdom, and with that 
view he role to move that the proviſo be omitted, _ 
Lord Hay (Earl of Kinnout) faid, his own opinion had been, 
that not a militia but a different ſort of force was the moſt fit 
for the defence of Scotland, but he well knew that the preſent 
| bill had been framed upon the beſt motives and after the 


fulleſt 


fory II. I WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 653 
fulleſt and matureſt conſideration. He gave thoſe who had 


framed it the utmoſt credit for the diligence, and care, and the 


ability that they had manifeſted on the occaſion, and as it was 
to be conkideret as a bill of experiment, he was willing to give 
it his moſt cordial ſupport. The bill, it was well known, had 


undergone an ample and a minute diſcuſſion in the other Rouſe 
of Parliament, and therefore was not to be confidered as a haſty 


and inconſiderate meaſure. Being a bill of experiment coming 
before their Lordſhips under circumſtances equally critical 
and unprecedented, he ſhould rather think it ought to be fairly 
tried, in the ſhape in which it ſtood at preſent, and if the altera- 
tion propoſed by the noble Duke ſhould, upon experience be 
found expedient, it might be adopted at a future opportunity. 
He mult, therefore, give his negative to the noble Duke's 
motion. 

Lord Grenville ſaid, he perfectly agreed with the noble 


Duke that the meaſure was of great and ſerious importance, 


and he ſincerely thanked his Grace for giving him an oppor- 
tunity of expreſſing the very great ſatisfaction he felt on 


having lived to ſee and to diſcuſs a bill, the object of 


which was to provide a, militia for Scotland. A meaſure 


as wiſe, as patriotic, and as uſeful, he verily believed, as 


ever had been adopted. At the ane time they all knew the 


prejudices that had prevailed in this country againſt a Militia, 


when that truly conſtitutional force had been originally pro- 
poſed, and while it was in the infancy of its inſtitution. It 
was not at all improbable, therefore, that ſome degree of ſimi- 
lar prejudice might prevail againſt che inſtitution of a Militiain 
Scotland, it required, conſequently, no ſmall degree of prudence 


and caution to guard againlt ſuch poſſible prejudices. The bill, 
as to its object, as the noble Lord (Lord Hay) had ſtated, was 
a meaſure of experiment, and for a variety of local and other 
obvious reaſons, it was highly neceſſary to mark it in many re- 
ſpecs, as differing from the Engliſh Militia Laws. At preſent, 
therefore, he thought | it more ſafe and expedient to paſs the bill 
as it ſtood, than to clog the meaſure at its outſet with difficul- 


ties, that might rather tend to increaſe popular prejudice againſt 
it in Scotland, than to allay it, and to lead the minds of men 
in that country to receive with welcome and cordiality an 


inſtitution that England bad found n practice to be 155 emi- 
nently beneficial, 


The motion was  negatived, and the clauſe agreed tc to. 
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BILL FOR SHORTENING THE NOTICE ON CONVENING 
PARLIAMENT. e 


Lord Grenville ſaid, before the Houſe proceeded to the 


Order of the Day, he was led to call their Lordſhips atten- 
tion to a matter of very conſiderable importance; he held in 


his hand a bill, which he ſhould have the honour to offer, the 


object of which was to ſhorten the period of notice, which, 
as the conſtitution at preſent ſtood, the Crown was oblig- 
ed to give previous to the meeting of Parliament, when- 
ever its being convened was deemed neceſſary, however great 
and urgent the neceſlity of its being aſſembled might be. 
Their Lordſhips all knew that as the law now ſtood, the 


Crown could not call Parliament together without giving forty 


days notice. It was not at all neceſlary for him to detain their 
Lordſhips by enquiring into the reaſons, upon which that act 
and its proviſions were gronnded ; it was ſufficient for him to 
remind the Houſe, that the circumſtances of the moment, 


the different ſtate and ſituation of the country, from its ſtate 


and ſituation when that ſtatute paſſed, evidently pointed out 
the expediency of ſhortening the period of notice previous to 
the aſſembling of the legiſlature. If we were a free people, if 
the ſubjects of the Britiſh Crown lived under a regular and well 


ordered ſyſtem of government, it muſt be acknowledged that 


thoſe invaluable bleſſings were to be aſcribed ſolely to the wiſ- 
dom and firmneſs of Parliament. In like manner, if we wiſh- 
ed to continue a free people, it danger was to be apprehended, 
if the times were critical and difficult, and alarms were felt, 
whether juſtly or not, for the preſervation of that liberty, and 
that proſperity which the country had ſo long and ſo enviably 


enjoyed, the country could only look with confidence for pro- 
tection, ſafety, and ſecurity in the wiſdom and firmneſs of Par- 
liament. It became, therefore, highly neceſſary to enable his 
Majeſty to call forth that wiſdom and that firmneſs ſooner 


than he could as the conſtitution ſtood at preſent. - Inſtead 
of the Crown's being . obliged to give forty days notice 
previous to the meeting of Parliament, when occaſion re- 


_ quired that his Majelty ſhould call them together, the principal 


object of the bill was to empower the Crown to convene them 
on fourteen days notice. He need,- he thought, ſay nothing 


in defence of this alteration of the law, as it rather went to 


amend the conſtitution und add to the popular weight in its 


ſcale, than violate the one in a reprehenſible degree, or dimi- 


niſh the other. It mult always be with Englittifyen® 15 de- 
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ſirable to facilitate the recourſe to Parliament, and to take the. 
advantage of its wiſdom and firmneſs. The bill had been ſome 
time fince put into his hands by a noble Lord, who had on all 
occaſions manifeſted fo ſteady, ſo active, and ſo laudable an at- 
tention to his pablic duty, that if he was not preſent, his abſence 
was ine to be aſcribed to his being engaged elſewhere in diſ- 
charge of another duty, equally uſeful to his country, as a Co- 
| lonel of one of the Militia Regiments. It was neceſſary for 
him to ſtate, bis Lordſhip ſaid, that the bill embraced another 
important object beſides that which he had ſtated. Their Lord- 
ſhips would recollect that by an Act of Queen Anne, the laſt 
Parliament, on the demiſe of the Crown, ſhall be empowered 
to tit for fix months, or till a new one can be convened, but = 
doubts had ariſen, whether in caſe of the demiſe of the Crown, IE 
in the interval between the diſſolution of Parliament, and the 
return of the writs for a new one, the new Parliament could 
fit? The bill was calculated to remove this doubt and to pro- 
vide for the difficulty, in the manner ſtated in its clauſes. His 
Lordſhip having thus explained the objects and purport of the 
bill, moved that it ſhould be read a farſt time. , 
The Duke of Norfolk deſired to know, if it was meant to be 
2 temporary, or a permanent bill? | | 
Lord Grenville ſaid, he certainly meant it to be a ATTIRE 
_ bill, as its objects were obviouſly and clearly ſuch as would be 
: neceſſary and. uſeful at all times, and under. all circumſtances. 
It applied to the fundamental principles of the conſtitution, 
and of government eſtabliſhed on thoſe principles, and no man 
who underſtood the conſtitution could ſurely object to a mea- 
ſure calculated to reſort in caſes of exigency, with as little 
delay as general convenience would admit, to the wiſdom of 
Parliament. 
The Duke of Norfolk ſaid, that if the bill was merely in- 
tended to be temporary, he certainly ſhould have no objection 
to it, as there were circumſtances in the complexion of the 
times that tended to point out the propriety of the meaſure, but 
when. it was underſtood that it was to be a permanent bill, a 
variety of conſiderations preſented themſelves as neceſſary to be 
provided for, before ſuch an innovation of the conſtitution was 
adopted, ſuch as the. poſſible caſe of the King's being made a 
_ captive, his poſſible incapacity from indiſpoſition, or circum- 
ſtances to diſcharge the regal functions, and call his Parliament 
together, and other Squally important and e Sachs for 


. ˙ ! et.  AING 
ey Wen no | 
— — ne — 


—— 4 - 
” . 
W 
23224 
. —_— — 
8 ae IE IS. 
. RE 


eſpegial proviſion. 
The bill was read, and ordered to be printed. 1 
Vor. III. 179). e © BILL 
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BILL TO ALLOW ROMAN CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANT 


' DISSENTERS TO ACT AS OFFICERS IN THE SUPPLE- 


MENTARY MILITIA. | 
The Order of the Day for the ſecond reading of a Bill, in- 
tituled ** An Act to enable perſons profeſſing the Roman Ca- 
„ tholic Religion, and Proteſtant Diſſenters to ſerve as Officers 
* in the Proviſional Cavalry and Supplementary Militia.” 

Lord Kenyon ſaid, he conceived the bill to be of the moſt ſe- 
rious importance, and ſuch as ought not to be allowed to paſs 


without being fully and maturely confidered, he ſubmitted it, 


_ therefore, to their Lordſhips whether it would be wiſe or pru- 

dent to paſs a bill of that nature, juſt at the cloſe of a long and 
laborious ſeſſion, when it was impoſſible to procure a full at- 
tendance, and to enter into that fort of diſcuſhon of the princi- 
ple of the bill and its probable conſequences, if it became a part 
of the law of the land, which ought to take place. The law 


as it now ſtood, had been for ages conſidered as the bulwark of 


our excellent conſtitution in church and ſtate, and he con- 
ceived the preſent bill as breaking in upon the Teſt Act, which 
had been ever deemed one of the ſtrongeſt barriers of the 
church of England. He had been bred up in principles of ve- 
neration for that church, and he was attached to it from 
the moſt fincere conviction, that .it was the pureſt ſyſtem of 
Chriſtianity ; therefore, although he did not mean to caſt any 
reflection on thoſe who differed in religious opinions from the 
church eſtabliſhed by law, or obſtinately to contend for retain- 
ing what, perhaps, ought not to be retained, yet he could not 
br one, to a bill tending to weaken the principle of the Teſt 
Act, which had been often difcuffed at great length, and as of- 
ten been decided upon by Parliament. And moſt eſpecially 


when the bill could not be maturely conſidered, and when one 
that part of the Houſe (the bench of Biſhops) was almoſt empty 
of thoſe noble and right reverend prelates, whoſe aſſiſtance in 


ſuch a diſcuſſion was moſt peculiarly deſireable; but who, at 
that time, were neceſſarily employed in the diſcharge of their 
Paſtoral duties. For theſe reaſons, without going into any ar- 
gument upon the ſubject matter of the bill, and its probable 
effects on the religious eſtabliſhment: of the country, which 
others were much fitter to diſcuſs than he could pretend to be, 
he ſhould move, That the bill be read a ſecond time. that 
day three months.“ VVV 


* 


_ aſtoniſhed 


8 


give up his veneration for the Church of England, or conſent. 


The Biſbop of Rechefter ſaid, he roſe to give his hearty 3 
| ſent to the motion of the noble and learned Lord. He was 
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aſtoniſhed beyond meaſure to ſee a bill like the preſent 
brought forward to take the Houſe by ſurpriſe upon ſo im- 
portant a ſubject. Many of the temporal Lords were now 


_ abſent upon various public and domeſtic concerns. The 


great majorit y of ſpiritual Lords (there were only four Biſhops 
preſent) were abſent, not from neglect or inattention to their 
Parliamentary duties, but employed upon another very im- 


portant part of their duty, the viſitation of their dioceſes. 
Was it decent then, was it fitting in thoſe who ſupported 


this bill, to bring it forward in the d2g days, when it was im- 
zoffible that it could receive the diſcuſſion it deſerved; when 


it could neither have the oppoſition which many might think 
it their duty to give it, nor that defence which others might 
urge? The meaſure was to a certain extent a repeal of the 


Teſt Act, which had for more than a century been the guard 
of the Church of England, and the civil as well as religious 


eſtabliſhment of the country, for Church and State were ſo 
inſeparably blended, that when one was weakened, the other 
was weakened alſo, and they muſt ſtand or fall together. 


Nor was the principle of the preſent bill folely to be appre- 


| hended; its principle went a great deal further than the object 
profeſſed. The Roman Catholics had been ſubjected by the 

ee to various burdens, particularly a double land 
tax. The principle of this was not puniſhment for opinion, 
but the compenſation they were obliged to pay for the dif- 


ferent exemptions, to which in conſequence of their religious 


opinions they were ſubject. The principle of the preſent 
meaſure went to remove all the diſabilities under Which they 
laboured. Allow them to bear commiſſions in the ſupple- 
mentary militia; why not in the ſtanding militia? If in the 


regular militia, why not employ them in the army, the navy, 


the law, in all civil officers? The principle went the whole 


length of repealing the Teſt Act; in chooſing between that 
meaſure and this, he ſaw no difference in principle, and he 
could only pitch upon this as of two the leſſer evil. It was 


however but juſtice in him to declare that he was convinced 
that the natural born Roman Catholics were loyal ſubjects, and 


attached to the Government, but he could not conſent, in or- 


der to grant them what thepreſent bill would confer, to deſtroy 
the principle of the Teſt Act, and the barrier of the eceleſi- 
aſtical eſtabliſhment. With regard to the Diſſenters, he 
would frankly confeſs he did not know what a Proteſtant 


Diſſenter was at this time of the day. He knew what a 


Proteſtant Diſſenter was a century ago. Now, however, 
there was no definition given of them at all applicable to their 
| 4A 2 character. 


— ͤ wü —¾. 


- PR In —— —— — — — 
— — — ——— ů — 
a ä CR Cad 
—— ————ů T—ꝛ— * — —— — — - —__ 


es 
5 


I >. 3 ie ** = = * 
8 > 2 . ? 5 
4 _ 4 7 p A * — "I OO IIs 4 
. —— — — 4 - - - — = —— 
— - — — — 2 _ — — P at 
2 — p = — * - 8 4 — 2 3 2 
- =7 - p 2 . - 2 > => — * 3 — a — 
n 2 % LS 1 as J 2 — — — — aol - . — * * — > a 5. © S 2 — 
1 — — ©; - — — — - — - — * G 
: : . V— rw hs 
: — — 2 * 2 
- — 2 — > 8 — * : 
— — — — a — - IO 9 — —— — - 


8 
S Ent ES I 
—— 2 

— — —— 


3 


43 Is — 3 
— P ²˙ : — dhprareeSoentor ances 8 
rr * 8 0 5 

. — OS — 8 — =. = L 

rr 

— — — 

—— 
— 2 


. g s S g Sr 
> - — = — vga nm <a * * * 
r 7 — — — te. = "I > 2 ** ay” > Rel — — = 12 — — > — 9 — » 24 * — * a 3 — "= * : 
— 2 We Jung» * — 2 — 6d I. - C — — — 


— 
= — — 


2 ͤ 

5 — — 7 42 2 
— E 3 ade EIT 

8 Er Go 
8 — > 2 = 


9 2 — — 
6 x Ie r 
— 1 — 5 — 
— be N 
— ö 


ld. * 5 „ — * . 
— ik. — 
—— a" a” 9 ———— 
— == r a. — K => 


. * 
4 <  « - 


558 WOODFALTL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS: [Loxus, 
character. He knew them only negatively. The Protef. 
tant Diſſenters were not Roman Catholics, nor were they of the 
Church of England, and between theſe two negations, they 
might be any thing. They might comprehend Jews, Turks, 
and infidels. There was one claſs of them, who were 
merged under the general name of Anabaptiſts. But the 


were falſely ſo called. They were not Anabaptiſts; he did 


not know what they were; but they were not fo exception- 


able as the reſt who paſſed under the title of Proteſtant Diſ- 


ſenters. The general claſs were not entitled to any particu- 


lar indulgence. With them, under the colour of religious 


difference, faction had conſtantly been at the bottom. The 


man who, upon a peruſal of hiſtory, and from careful obſer- 


vation, did not perceive this to be their character, was an 


idiot, and ignorant of all knowledge upon the ſubject. They 
were at once enemies to the civil and to the eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution. Upon this ſubject he felt it his duty to ſpeak, 
and as was his cuſtom to ſpeak, plainly, regardleſs of whom 
he might pleaſe, and whom offend, contemptor popularis aura.— 


If the Teſt Act was to be repealed, let it be avowed, and 


done openly and fairly, and not attempted by a fide wind, 
by a bill talen forward i in that manner. As he ſaw no uti- 


lity with which the bill was likely to be attended, and it 
went to remove the barriers of the Church of England, he 
ſhould give it his decided negative. 


The Duke of Norfolk ſaid, that in a ſtyle of fervid argu- 


ment ſomewhat correſpondent to the warmth of the climate 


under which it was brought forward, and bearing ſome marks 


of che influence of the dog days, the Rev. Prelate had repro- 


bated the meaſure. For his own part he was ſeriouſly, and 


upon conviction attached to the Church of England as the 
| beſt form of Chriſtianity, and it was from that attachment 
that he wiſhed to promote the prefent bill. He wilhed to 
remove from the Church of England the ſtigma affixed to it 
' fo long : as it was diſgraced with any traces of a perſecuting 
- ſpirit, + The Catholic Religion had been overthrown in this 

they by the diſguſt occaſioned by its practical corruptions, | 
and by the abuſes ariſing out of a tyrannical hierarchy. Every 
_ denomination of Chriſtians had in their turns preached up 
. toleration, while it was not the dominant religion, and ex- 


ereiſed perſecution when it was its turn ta rule, This ſtig- 
ma he wiſhed to remove. It was complained that the mea- 
ſure came ſo late in the ſeſſion. And from the Right Rev. 


Freges 8 Complaining: of the. bill 18 4115 188 _ | 
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would have imagined it had never been heard of before; but 
it was to be re hembered that it came from the other Houſe, 
and with evident marks of having been very ſeriouſly and deli- 
berarely diſculied. He was ſorry it had not come up earlier, 
but that was no fault of his, and what mult the reverend Pre- 


late ſay of thoſe negligent Miniſters who had left tax bills 


affecting every part of the community, and meaſures of 
great conſtitutional importance, to be diſcuſſed in the dog 
days, and to be hurried through, at a period of the ſeſſion 
which preluded diſcuſſion? Surely the reverend Prelate 
would not fail to attend the progreſs of theſe meaſures, and 


reprobate the negligence of thoſe to whole fault it was owing | 


that they came forward ſo late. 


With regard to the meaſure in queſtion, it had been ta | 


that the law which required the men ſerving i in the militia 
to ſwear they were Proteſtants, or go to priſon, was ſo ſe- 
vere, that many magiſtrates felt great d fficulty on the ſub- 
ject and were unwilling to put it in execution. In conſe. 


quence of a repreſentation from a meeting in the Weſt 


| Riding of York, at which a noble Lord (Lord Hawke) now 


preſent preſided, the law was altered. The object of the bill 
_ was to place the officers on the footing | on which the common 
men were placed. The Catholics were a body of men of 


as great virtue, loysIty, honour, and attachment to the con- 
ſtitution, as any claſs in the country. He differed as in al- 


moſt every thing elle, from the reverend Prelate with regard 


to Proteltant Diſſenters. He would venture to aſſert, that 
the character given of that body, was refuted by the evidence 
of hiſtory. The Diſſenters had contributed greatly to the 


revolution, and they had been uniformly friends to the 
Houſe of Hanover and the eſtabliſhed ſucceſſion. He was 
aware that in ſaying this, he ſubjeQed himſelf to the charge 


which the reverend Prelate had denounced. He ſhould not, 


however, on that account, heſitate to declare his opin on, 
and he would rather be the object of the accuſation, than the 


perſon to throw out an imputation againſt a body of men 


like the Diſſentere, and to brand thoſe with faction, who on 
many occaſions had ſignally exerted themſelves in the cauſe 


of the conſtitution, and whoſe purity of conduct often put 
to the bluſh the members of the eſtabliſhed church, ay ac- 
cuſation too which included the members of the eſtabliſhed 


Church of the northern part of, the kingdom. He, therefore 
| upp orted the bill. 


Td Hawke laid he had Lows ſo particularly alluded to 


by. the noble Duke, that he muſt {ay a few words. He 
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566 WOODFALL'Ss PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Lor vs, 
had preſided at a meeting of the Magiſtrates in the Weſt 
Riding of Vorkſhire, and had felt the inconvenience of 
adminiſtering the oath to the privates, many of whom, it 
was well known, were Roman Catholics, and upon that, ap- 
lication had been made to Government, and the Bill had 
een altered, ſo as to meet the difficulty. That being the 
caſe, he really could not ſee the propriety, or indeed the 
conſiſtencv of refuſing to extend the ſame privilege to the 
Gentlemen who were willing to hold commiſſions in the 
Supplementary Militia, that had been adopted in reſpect to 
the privates. Having granted it to the men, it appeared to 
follow a fortiori that it could not be denied to the offi- 
cers. The privates had not the ſame ſtake in the de- 
tence of the country that the gentlemen of property had, 
and to grant to the privates what was retuled to the perſons 
willing to hold commiſhons, appeared to him to warrant 
the inference that the gentlemen who were Roman Catho- 
lies or Diſſenters were not to be truſted, though thoſe who 
were leſs enlightened might be relied on—an inference. 
that, in his mind, was en ungracious return for the loyalty, 
attachment, and zeal of as firm and faithful a deſcription 
of ſubjects as any in the kingdom. He thould, therefore, 
Hold it his duty to vote for the Bill being read a ſecond time. 
Lord Hyaney, who had riſen at the fame time that Lord 
Hawke did, ſaid that he coincided with the motion of the 
noble and learned Lord for the poſtponement of the fecond 
reading, expreſsly for the reaſons ftated by that noble and 
learaed Lord, and no other. He thought it an improper 
period of the ſeſſion to paſs a Bill of that importance, 
which required, as the noble and learned Lord had decla- 
red, to be maturely diſcuſſed before the Houle, gave their 
conſent to it. He aſſured their Lordſhips that he had no 
WI will, nor did he entertain any difreſpe& for Roman Ca- 
tholics or Diſſenters. He had through a pretty long parli- 
amentary life always ſhewn himſelf a hearty friend to reli- 
gious toleration, and affiſted and ſupported every applica- 
tion made on reaſonable grounds to obtain its extenſion. 
He agreed with the right reverend Prelate in much of his 
argument ; but there were parts of it to which he could not 
aſſent, and therefore feared that he muſt fall under the laſh 
of that cenſure, ſevere as it was, that the right reverend 
Prelate had pronounced on-all who did not carry their opi- 
nions reſpeQing Proteſtant Diſſenters as far as he did. He 
thought Government had acted wiſely in calling forth the 
united ſtrength of the country for its defence againſt that 
nNorde of human beings who were the enemies of all reli- 
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gion, and openly profeſſed a diſavowal of any religious no- 


tions whatever. 


But what he diſliked in the preſent Bill principally, was 
that it was originally introduced as a trifling meaſure of no 
great conſequence, and in its way through the different par- 


liamentary ſtages it was ſwelled by one addition and another, 
till it became a meaſure of ſome magnitude and of conſide- 
rable importance. Nay, they had been given to under- 


ſtand by a noble Duke on a former day (the Duke of Nor- 
folk), that it was his intention to move for its. ſtill further : 


_ extenhon. To that ſort of practice of introducing one 


thing, and enlarging and altering it till it became a very. 
different thing, he owned he felt great diſlike. Another 


reaſon and a ſtrong one for poſtponing the Bill was the late 
period of the ſeſſion, to which was to be aſcribed the ab- 


tence of the Biſhops, and the very thin attendance that 


their Lordſhips then witneſſed. It had been thought a ſuf- 
ficient ground to poſtpone the further conſideration of the 
Surgeons” Bill ten days ago, becauſe the Houſe was thinly 
attended, and certain noble Lords for particular reafons 


were not able to attend: and would their Lordſhips put a 


Bill affecting the Company of Surgeons on a footing with a 


Bill that deeply concerned the ettabliſhed religion of the 
country? Upon theſe reaſons Lord Sydney faid he ſhould 
give his vote for the motion of the-noble and learned Lord 
who ſo worthily, and ſo much to his honour, prefided over 


one of the Courts of Juſtice.  _ — 6 

The Biſhop of Briſto! (Dr. Cornewall), profeſſed him- 
ſelf no enemy to Roman Catholics and Diſſenters, becauſe 
he thought any religion was better than none, and that 


religious perſuaſions, however viſionary they were, or 
of whatever nature they might be, afforded ſome ſecurity to 


| ſociety. He never had held that perſecution for religious 


opinions was juſtifiable, but undoubtedly reſtraint was often 


neceflary and expedient, eſpecially when religious opinions 
differing from thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Church were likely 


to outrage and injure the civil and religious Conſtitution of 


the country; for its eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment was indiſ- 
putably and intimately connected with its civil govern- 


ment, and they muſt either ſtand or fall together. The 
Teſt and Corporation Act was, as had been acknowledged, 
one of tlie moſt formidable fortreſſes of the State, and 


though he did not think the preſent Bill a direct attack 
upon it, yet it was calculated to undermine it, and there- 
fore it was neceſſary to be oppoſed in limine, as a hoſtile 
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56a WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {Lon oc, 
meaſure againſt the Teſt Act. It had been alledged that 


the preſent Bill was neceſſary, as it was found difficult to 


procure gentlemen to take commiſſions, and act as officers 
in the Supplementary Militia. Admitting the fact that 
ſuch a difficulty exiſted, which had not been proved, ſtill 


he diſliked the Bill as a remedy. Other meaſures might 


certainly be fuggeſted that would prove equally, if not 


more effectual. Sooner than agree to the preſent Bill, the 


Biſhop ſaid he would rather conſent to a Bill to- compel 
gentlemen who had property, and were duly qualified, to 


terve as officers. He thought that would be by far the 


leſſer evil. His Lordthip urged other arguments conveyed in 


mild and governed language, and concluded with giving his 
ſupport to the motion for poſtponing the ſecond reading of 
G . B ee . 
I be Lord Chancellor ſaid, he felt great pleaſure in having 
heard the arguments of the right reverend Prelate, which 
were founded in good ſenſe and moderation. There 
was not one of them that he did not perfectly coincide 


with, excepting only the idea that the preſent Bill was a 
violation of the 'Teſt and Corporation Act—an idea that 


could only ariſe from apprehenſions altogether unfounded, 


and inapplicable to the meaſure under conſideration, which 


had no relation to the Teſt Act whatever, nor did it, in 


the ſmalleſt degree, trench upon that ſtatute, which was 


rightly conſidered as a ſalutary guard and protection for 
Church and State; he for one ſhould be extremely 
ſorry to fee, that Act either repealed, or, as the learned 
Biſhop, who ſpoke laſt had termed it, undermined. The 
eſtabliſhed religion of the country was that which the ge- 
neral voice, the large majority of the people, had ſelected 
as being, in their judgment, the beſt, the moſt pure, and 
moſt {imple ſyſtem of practical Chriſtianity. Having cho- 
ſen it, it became abſolutely: neceſſary to guard it effectu- 


ally; and for that reaſon it was that our anceſtors wiſely 


paſſed the Teſt and Corporation Acts, by which every per- : 


ſon holding an office in the civil or military government 


of the country, in the navy, or the regular army (for 
n conſtitution of the country did not recognize 
a regùlat 


army, a large ſtanding force had for obvious rea- 
ſons been for ſo many years. found neceſſary to be kept 


up and maintained, that in argument it might fairly be 
denominated the regular army) ſhould, by a ſolemn oath, 
give a pledge that he was not diſaffected to the eſtabliſned 


religion. But was the caſe the ſame with reſpect to the 
* . DE „ Preſeut 
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preſent Bill? By no means. The country had often been 
threatened with invaſion by a ſingle enemy. Apprehenſi- 
ons had been entertained, and preparations made for the 
defence of the kingdom, which had proved generally effec- 
tual. But the invaſion at this time to be apprehended was 
of a totally different nature. It was, leſt that 17 1 


of the volcano, which had burſt on the continent, and. 


overwhelmed the greateſt part of the countries by Eu- 
rope, thould make its inroad, and ſpread its deftruc- 
tive lava over the fertile fields of this happy iſland ; it was 


to guard againſt the common and inveterate enemy of all 


religion, all order, and all regular government, that ſub- 


jets and Chriſtians of every deſcription, who bad an 
intereſt in religion, an intereſt in the country, were 
called upon to come forward, heart and hand, in its de- 
fence. A force of ſuch a peculiar, temporary, and occa- 
ſional nature could not be claſſed with any branch of the 
civil or military eſtabliſhment ; and conſequently none of 


the apprehenfions and alarms that' had been entertained 


with reſpe& to the conſequences of the preſent Bill, as 
far as it regarded the Teſt Act, had the ſmalleſt foundation. 


At the fame time that he ſaid this, he ſhould be inclined 


to ſupport the motion of his noble and learned friend, and 
for this reaſon :- he thought the undue warmth which the 
agitation of the conteſt occaſioned, though founded, as he 
had argued, in A might be productive of 
chief than if there was ſerious and 
ſolid ground for alarm; and though he had not the ſmalleſt 


as much or more mi 


doubt that when men gave themſelves time to weigh the 


meaſure coolly and calmly, and to judge of it diſpaſſion- 
ately, they would ſee how much too far their zeal had car- 
ried them, yet it would not be worth while to hazard the 
danger of cheriſhing a controverſional hoſtility for the ſake _ 


of a meaſure like that the Bill was intended to ſanction. 
He would, on this occaſion, quote a trite and a vulgar 
ſaying,” that when two men contended for a rope, „the 


harder one pulled, the ſtronger the other would keep his 
hold ;” the only ſafe way of ending the diſpute, therefore, 
was to * let the rope fall to the ground;” and that advice, 
notwithſtanding his firm conviction that the meaſure was a 
wiſe one, and by no means merited the oppoſition it had 
experienced, he ſhould both give and adopt on the preſent. 
occafion by voting for the motion of his noble and learned 
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The Biſhop of Necheſter ſaid, that he had been miſun- 


derſtood (as he imagined) by the noble Duke. He did not 


mean to throw any reflection on the Church of Scotland, as 
he ſuppoſed the noble Lord underſtood.” He contidered the 


Proteſtant Diſſenters as totally unlike the Church of $Scot- 
land, or any other eſtabliſhed Church in Chriſtendom. |. 
ſaw great danger in the Bill, he therefore maintained his 


opinion as he had ſtated it. Let but the fox get in his toc, 
he would take care that his body ſhould follow. tiuteed 
from the writings of Proteſtant Dilenters, approved by their 
ſynods and adherents, they confiderce the dricrence bes 
. tween Preſbvtery and Epiſcopacy to be nothing more than 


the difference between a kept miſtreis and ſtreet-walking 


ſtrumpet. 


Ihe Duke of Norſoll roſe to explain, and contended 
that the right reverend Prelate (the Biſhop of Rocheſter) 
had by no means convinced him, that when he ſaid faction 
was at the bottom of all the endeavours to procure an ex- 


tenſion of toleration by the Proteſtaut Diſſenters, his cen- 
ſure, harſh and unwarrantable as it was, did not include che 


members of the eſtabliſhed Kirk of Scotland. If the pre- 
ſent Bill were thrown out, after allowing the privates to 


ſerve, notwithſtanding their ang tp religious opinions 
from the perſuaſions of the Eſtabli 


| ed Church, and the 
ſame favour were refuſed to be granted to the Roman Ca- 
tholic and Diſſenting Gentry and men of property, who 


were willing to become officers, the plain inference would 


be, that thoſe who had property and a ſerious intereſt in 
the defence of the country, were not confidered by Parlia- 


ment as men to be truſted ; while the privates, who had 


nothing to loſe, might fafely he relied on. With regard 
to what the right reverend Prelate had ſaid of the double 


land tax impoſed on Roman Catholics, perhaps it was owing 
to his not being ſooner in Parliament that he did not know 


that an impoſition, generally conſidered as an extreme! 
unfair one, had long ſince been taken off. If he had been 
in Parliament at the time, the right reverend Prelate would 


,. 4 


probably have oppoſed it upon the ſame principle that he 


d deemed it his duty oppoſe the preſent Bill. 


_. Lord Auckland ſaid, that he roſe merely to advert to an 
expreſſion uſed by the noble Duke, who had ſtated that the 
poſtponement of the Bill would imply, * that Parliament 
Vas afraid to truſt the Roman Catholics.” No ſuch infer- 
_-ence could be drawn. The conduct of the Engliſh Roman 
. Catholics amidſt the perilous circumſtances of the national 
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ſtruggles, which had laſted ſo long (and were not yet ter- 
minated), had been uniformly ſuch as to merit the appro- 
bation, the gratitude, and the confidence of their country. 
With ſtill lets reaſon had it been inſinuated, that the poll. 
ponement of the Bill would cem to“ brand the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters as a faction.“ No ſuch idea was entertained as 
applicable to any religious perſuaſion. It would be illiþe- 
ral, unjuſt, and unbecoming. His own motive for voting 
the poſtponement of the Bill was entirely dittin& from all 
predilections or prejudices, either religious or political. 
He was not prepared to admit that the Bill was not, pro 
tanto, a diſpenſation from the 'Vett Act. At the leaſt it 
purported to be a relaxation of the reſtrictions which, for 
more than a century, had been thought neceſſary for the 
jafety of our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſnhment. The meaſure, 
therefore, was novel; and it was not grounded on any 
urgent or apparent expediency. - Under ſuch circumſtances. 
it was improper to go forwards at the cloſe of the ſeſſion, 
and in the abſence of the two Archbiſhops and of twenty 
Biſhops. With reſpect to the framers and promoters of the 
Bill, he was fully convinced that they had no view or mo- 
tives in the buſineſs, beyond what aroſe from a laudable 
with to unite, in a time of difficulty, the hands and hearts 
of loyal individuals of every deſcription. | 
Ihe Earl of Carliſſe obſerved, that the noble and learned 
Lord on the woolfack had made an able and argumentative 
{peech in defence of the Bill, and. very ſufficiently proved 
that the apprehenſions entertained by the right reverend 
Prelates were ill-founded. He had, nevertheleſs, conclud- 
ed with declaring that he ſhould vote for the rejection 'of 
the Bill, which was rather an illogical conſequence to his 
own ſtrain of reaſoning, For his part he felt no ſuch ap- 
prehenſions as had been fo warmly enforced by the right 
reverend Prelate, who ſpoke ſecond in the debate, but 
what had paſſed had ſuggeſted to his mind an apprehenſion 
of a very ſerious nature indeed; and that was, whether the 
rejection of the Bill, after the alteration of the former 
Supplementary Militia and Provifional Cavalry Bills in fa- 
your of the privates, who were either Raman Cathalics or 
Diſſenters, might not tend to irritate that large deſcyiption 
of ſubje&s in a neighbouring kingdom, to conciliate whoſe 
minds it was at preſent ſo much the intereſt of this country 
to exert every means to effect. He could ſpeak on the be- 
half of the Roman Catholics and Diſſenters who lived in 
that part of the kingdom which he inhabited, and aſſure 
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their Lordſhips that they merited every indulgence that 
Government could grant, as his Majeſty had not a deſcrip- 
tion of ſubjects more loyally attached to his perſonal and 
the general intereſts of the country. Therefore, as the 

Bill was moderate i in its nature, and uſeful in its tendency, 
he ſhould give it his ſupport. 

Lord Grenville ſaid, that with regard to the apprehenſion 
of the noble Earl, Who ſpoke laſt, however ſeriouſly he 
might feel it, there was no ground whatever for alarm as 

to any effect the rejection of the preſent Bill might have in 
Ireland; becauſe the Teſt Act had long ſince been repealed 
in that country, a meaſure which he had concurred in moſt 
heartily and lent his aſſiſtance to promote, from a_convic- 
tion that from the ſituation and circumſtances of that king- 
dom it was a wiſe and ſalutary meaſure. With regard to 
the preſent Bill, as far as it went, it certainly was a repeal 
of the Teſt Act, and certainly ſo conſidered it was a Bill 
that ought not to be decided on without that degree of 
diſcuſſion which its importance required, and which from 
the period of the ſeſhon and the circumſtance of fo many 
Lords being abſent, either on public, military, or other 
_ profeſſional duty, and from neceſſary attendance on their 
private concerns, moſt eſpecially the right reverend 
rd could not now be had. His Lordihip ſaid, he 
thought it highly neceffary to take notice of an obſervation 
made by a noble Duke, that if the Bill did not paſs, it 
would warrant the imputation, that the Eftabliſhed Church, 
like the Roman Catholics and every other religious body 
when in power, was inclined to exerciſe power and be as 
intolerant as their rivals. He denied that the aſſertion had 
the ſlighteſt foundation; the verv reverſe of intolerance had 
been the characteriſtic of the . Ababliſhed Proteſtant Church, 
from the period of the Reformation to the preſent day. It 
was its liberality, its candour, its willingneſs to extend tole- 
ration, wherever it could be extended with ſafety to the 
_ Conftitution that had formed its grand charaeriſtic, and 
diſtinguiſhed it from the bigotry, intolerant, and perſecut- 
ing ſpirit of the Roman Catholics. He could not, there- 
fore, allow ſuch an inſinuation as the noble Duke had 
thought proper to throw out to remain unanſwered, and he 
was confident that every, candid. man would. readily. allow, 
that religious toleration, fo far from being a matter foreign 


in practice in this Fugen, was one oh; its moſt favourite 
exerciſes." wo 
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| . Majority 17 
Adjourned till next day. 5 es 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tus DAV, July 11. 

The Speaker immediately after leaving the Obais ſtated, 
that it was with extreme concern and regret that he had to 
call the attention of the Houle to a letter which he had that 
day received from an honourable and learned Gentleman 
(Mr. Hatſell). He then proceeded to read the letter, the 
ſubſtance of which was, That Mr. Hatſell, after having fill- 
ed the office of Clerk of the Houſe of Commons for 37 
years, wiſhed to retire, and deſiring to appoint John Lee, 
Eſq. whoſe experience in every part of the proceedings in 
the Houſe had been long acknowledged, and qualified him 
for that office. Mr. Hatſell's letter then ſtated his grateful | 
ſenſe of the favourable manner in which his conduct had 
been received by the Houſe. —The Speaker then ſaid he 

hoped the Houſe would excuſe him from ending that part 
which was partial to himſelf. 8 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that in juſtice to che 
honourable and learned Gentleman whoſe letter had been 
read, he thought it ought to be entered on the Journals of 
the Houſes, accompanied with a diſtin& vote, expreſſive of 
the ſenſe of the Houſe on the merit of the ſervices of that 
Gentleman. The Houſe colleQtively, and the public, ſuſ- 

tained a loſs, and each individual in the Houſe muſt regret 
the event of that Gentleman's retirement; and he was aware 
that the Houſe would with great readineſs bear teſtimony to 
the public ſervices of that officer of the Houſe. He there- 
fore moved, 

« That Mr. Speaker be requeſted to 8 Mr. Hat- 
ſell, that the Houſe entertain an high and juſt ſenſe of the 
diſtinguiſhed and exemplary manner in which he has per- 

formed the duties of the office during his Yer long atten- 
dance in this Houſe,” _ 


The Ma fler of the Rolls ſeconded the motion, which was 


carte nem. con. 


The Speaker then ſaid, that the experience and abilities of | 
| the 
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the learned Gentleman whom Mr. Hatſell had nominated, 
and of whom the Houſe would, no doubt, approve, as the 
deputy, were the beſt pledges for the reparation which the 
Houſe and public had ſuſtained by the lots of Mr. Hatſell's 
ſervices. 
Mr. Lee's appointment was then approved. 

The additional ſtamp duty bill on deeds, was ordered to be 
read a third time the next day if then engroſfed. 


" INSOLVENT DEBTORS BILL. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair brought up a petition from a gentle- 
man of the name of William Wilkinſon, which ſtated that 
the petitioner was. formerly a merchant at Antigua ; was 
contined there for a debt of 18861. and diſcharged under an 


inſolvent debtors act, paſſed at the Colonial Ailembly. That 


he was requeſted to come into this country by certain public 
commiſſioners, to give evidence in a matter of great import- 
ance, and was promiſed renumeration for his loſs of time, 


expences, &c. That on his arrival in London, he was ar- 


reſted, and has ever ſince remained in cuſtody, for the very 
ſame debt from which he was diſcharged by the Colonial In- 


ſolvent Act. That he has rendered many and conſiderablo 
ſervices to government, &c. That the ſum for which he is 
now confined, is ſo large, that he wil! be excluded the benefit 


of the Inſolvent Act now depending in Parliament, and 
prayed that a clauſe may be inſerted in the bill, to rel eve him 


from the very extraordinary circumſtances of his caſe. 


The petition being read, the learned Serjeant obſerved, 
that this application was not without a precedent ; but, as 
the Inſolvent Debtors' Bill was far advanced in the Houſe, 
and; as the relief prayed for, might be granted i in the Houſe 
of Lords, he fhould only move, that this RET ve laid upon 


_ the table. — Ordered. 


The Inſolvent Debtors' Bill was thin read a aid" time, 
and afſed, on the motion of Mr. Alderman Anderſon. 
"he bill for encouraging. and regulating the Southern 


Whale Fiſhery, was read a third time and paſſed. 


Leave was given to br.ng in a bill, to continue, for a time 
to be limited, the law for allowing certain Banks in Scotland 


FW iſſue 3 notes, upon the motion of Mr. W. Dundas. 255 


CLOCKS AND WATCHES. _ 
Mr. Roſe moved the Order of the Day, upon the Clocks 


and Watches duty Bill, which was, that the bill ſhould be 
committed to a Committee of the whole Hoſe. 


The 
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The Order being read, he moved, that the Speaker do now 
leave the chair. 

Mr. Wilberforce Bird ſaid, he underſtood that this Bill 
would give a ſpecies of inquiſitorial power to the collec- 
tors of the tax. He at firſt thought, that the tax upon 

gold watches was a good one, but, upon converſing with 
perſons better informed than himſelf upon the ſubject, his 
opinion had altered. He now underſtood that a duty of 
eight {hillings per ounce had been lately laid on gold, 
That few watches are made of leſs than two ounces ; the 
price, therefore, of every gold watch muſt be ſixteen ſhillin S 
higher, and when there came to be added to that ten ſhillings, 
he apprehended that great diſcouragement would be thrown 
in the way of the trade. He objected alſo to the tax on the 
inferior watches, and ſtated that ſeveral thouſand manufac- 
turers at Bi:minghim and other places were already out of 
employment in conſequence of this bill, for it affected not 
only watch makers, but by leſſening the ſale of watches, af- 
fected alſo a prodigious number of perſons who had been 
conſtantly employed in making ſteel chains and various other 
trinkets, ſo that trade in general was likely to be mere 
Injured, if this meaſure was adopted. 

Mr. 7elliffe diſapproved of the tax alſo. | 

The Chancellorof the Exchequer defended the genetnb prin 
ciple of the tax, as a tax upon luxury. There was no in- 
quiſitorial power given by it. Houſekeepers were to re- 
turn the anſwers which their domeſtics gave to them, but 
were not reſponſible for the truth or falſehood of the returns. 
With reſpect to the tax having a bad effect on trade, by di- 
miniſhing materially the ſale of watches, he conſidered that 
as begging the queſtion. It was in his contemplation to allow _ 
thoſe who exported watches to make them up of gold inferior 
to the preſent ſtandard, and that appeared to him to be the 
moſt important point in the way of trade. | 
_ .. General Tarleton ſaid, he was inſtructed by a very er. 
able body of his conſtituents to oppoſe this tax, and lie ſhould 


obey their directions as a member of Parliament, by voting 
pat the bill. 


The Houſe divided. 4 e 6 pane ys 
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The Houſe then went into a Committee, and proceeded ; in 


| Fe bill. | 
On reading the clauſe that exempts his Majeſty and the Royal 
Family from the payment of the duty, 
Mr. Bouverie ſaid, he thought it very hard dad that the | 


Royal Family ſhould be deprived of the pleaſure of paying 


| this tax. 
. John Pitt faid, that his Majeſty \ was exempted by the 9 
law of the land from paying any tax in perſon. | 
Mr. Bouverie ſaid he knew that it was an improper tbing for 
his Majeſty's name to appear in any Tax Bill whatever. The 


conſtant practice was that his Majeſty ſhould be exempt from 


direct taxes. But he hoped the time would come when bis 
Majeſty would contribute very largely to the relief of the 


finances of this country. But he ſaw no reaſon for exempting 


the Royal Family from the payment of this tax, and therefore 


he ſhould oppoſe this exemption. _ 
Diviſion for enn the Royal Favily 3 8 
Againſt it — — 


— —— 


Maj partly phe: 3 28 


2 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer vropaled a clauſe to exempt 
from the operations of the bill all the houſes occupied and kept 


by any branch of the Royal Family, or Foreign Ambaſſadors. 


Mr. Fell:fe ſaid, that this clauſe was fo abſurd a one, that 
he could not conceive how a man of the ſenſe of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer could propoſe it. To exempt all the ſervants 
of the Royal Family was a thing againſt all principle of juſtice. 
It was well known that they now paid no turnpikes. But this 
_ exemption was intolerable ; the Groom of the Chamber, and 
all the Officers of State, who derived ſuch large emoluments, 


would be excuſed the payment of a tax on watches ; a thing as 


abſurd as it was unjuſt ; and he was ſure the Miniſter could 


not think of perſiſting in it after reflecting upon it. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the ſtatement of 
| the honourable Gentleman was ſo abfand that he ſhould be 
very forry if he had propoſed any thing like it. The exemp- 


tion was made in order that no part of the Royal Family ſhould 


be called upon to make a return according to the proviſions of 
| this bill, and without that return it would be impoſſible to lay 
on the tax at all, The great Officers of State, although they 
were the King's ſervants, would not be exempted from this tax, 


becauſe they did not live in the houſes of any of the Royal Fa- 


mily; they lived in houſes of their own. This exemption 


would only extend to menial enn of the Royal Family. 
1 
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Mr. 7oll;e ſaid, that this was really the moſt extraordinary 
thing he ever heard of in his life. There was as much ſenſe 
in the idea of exempting the ſervants of every man in the king- 


dom, as in exempting the ſervants of the Royal Family. What 


pretence was there in exempting from the payment of a dut 


for wearing a watch, the ſervants of the Prince of Wales, the 


Duke of York, the Duke of Clarence, the Duke of Glouceſter, 

and every one branch who kept a houſehold ? The Miniſter 
might as well ſay, that they ſhould not pay any duty upon the 
leather of their ſhoes, or the linen of their ſhirts, as to ſay that 


they ſhould not pay this tax, which the ſervants of other per- 


ſons were called upon to pay. He was ſure the Miniſter would 


not perſiſt in ſuch a manifeſt abſurdity, as welt as monſtrous _ 


injuſtice, As to the difficulty of calling on any of the Royal 


Family to make a return of perſons who wore watches, that 
was eafily got over. Let the Steward of the Houſehold be di- 


rected to make the return, and the difficulty was at an end; 
for his part he ſaw this in ſuch a point of view, that he would 


divide the Houſe upon it one n times, if chat was neceſ- 
tary in order to prevent it. 


The queſtion was then put upon the clauſe. 


Mr. 7olliffe ſaid, he ſhould be obliged to the Miniſter if he : 
would give him an anſwer upon this, what difficulty was there 
in 1 the Steward of the Houſehold to make the return? 


Ayes, (for the Exemption) 35, Nees, 8. 


The Committee then went through the bill, and the Report | 


was ordered to be received the next day, 


The other orders of the Gay bring gone through, the Houſe 
agourned. | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, Fuly 12. 


ee K bills from the ROY 


The bill to enable his Majeſty to call Parliament together 
| ſooner than the law now permits, and to remove certain 


doubts as to its meeting upon a demiſe of the Crown, was 
read a ſecond nes and ordered to be committed the next 


day. 
Bill, 


The Duke of Ne rfalk ſaid, he did not riſe to oppoſe this 
bill, of which he perfectly approved. He only roſe to ob- 


ſerve, that after ſo much argument from the Bench of 


Biſhops, againſt permitting. the Catholics and Diſſenters to 
Vor. HE, 1797» 140 


57 


On the motion for the third reading of the Scots Militia | 


ſerve. 
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ſerve their country, he was glad to ſee, that in the Scots Mi- 
litia Bill, no ſuch invidious exception exiſted. From this it 
ſhould appear, that the people of Scotland, from having no 
Bench of Biſhops, had an advantage in the defence of their 
country, which in England the Bench of Biſhops had thought 
proper to oppoſe. 

The Lord Chancellor ſaid, EW the obſervation of the no- 
ble duke, required enly a ſingle word in reply. In Scotland, 
no ſacramental teſt was required for any office whatever. 

The bill was read a third time and paſſed. 

Forwarded the bil's on the table 1 in their various ſtages. — 
Adjourned. | | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, July 12. 
The Speaker acquainted the Houſe, that in compliance 


5 with their requeſt, he had communicated their vote of laſt 


night to Mr. Hatſell, who requeſted him to return them his 


moſt grateful acknowledgements for the approbation which 


they had unanimoully been pleaſed to expreſs of his conduct. 

The Speaker allo acquainted the Houſe, that Mr. Hatſel! 
had appointed Mr. Dyſon aſſiſtant clerk, in the room of Mr. 
Lee, who is appointed clerk. 

Mr. Dyſon was called in, and at the Speaker 8 deſire, took 
his ſeat. | 

Ihe reports of the ui l oaths Bill, and of the clock 

and watch duty Bill, were brought up and agreed to. 

Mr. Percival moved for leave to bring in a bill to enable 
his Majeſty more eaſily and more effectually to grant condi- 

tional pardons to perſons under ſentence of naval court. mar- 


tials, and to regulate confinement 1 in fuch len! ences. —Leave 


was granted, 

The Chan:ellor -f the Exchequer moved fo leave to bring in 
a bill for granting a turther time for carrying into execution 
the 2 of the Proviſional Cavalry Act. —Leave granted, 


| CLOCKS AND WATCHES, 
The Chancell:r of the Exc hequer Rated, that in conſequence 


of the late tax, and with a view to encourage and promote 


the commerce of the country, it had been ſuggeſted that it 


would be a proper meaſure to permit the manufacture of gold 


watches, and « 0, her wares, of a ſpecies of gold below the cur- 


current 1 


| —ñ— \ 
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rent ſtandard. From the purity of the articles of our gold 
manufacture, we were at preſent underſold in the foreign 
markets, and this alteration in the law, would put us upon 
the ſame footing with other nations, who uſed a ſpecies of 
gold for their manufactures, mixed with a great deal of al- 
loy. He was perſuaded that no inconvenience would ariſe 
from granting this latitude to our manufaQtures. He there- 
fore moved for leave to bring in a law for allowing gold 
wares to be manufactured at a ſtandard below that allowed by 
law. Rs | | e e 
Mr. Wilberforce Bird contended, that this latitude would 
be of no advantage to the watchmaker; that on the contrary, 
he would loſe inſtead of gaining by it, becauſe our watches 
were in eſtimation in the foreign markets, merely on account 
of the purity of the gold of which they were made, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that if the honour- 
able Gentleman had converſed with any of the trade upon the 
ſubject, they would have rectified his miſtake reſpecting the 
advantage they would derive from it; he owned, however, 
that it was not the intereſt of this body of men alone, which 
induced him to bring forward the meaſure—he had an eye 
alſo to the encouragement of the general commerce of the 
country. The honourable Gentleman argued, as if people 
laid out their money in hoarding gold watches, merely be- 
cauſe they were made of a precious metal, but he never heard 
of any ſuch practice being in exiſtence ; people, though from 
vanity or ſhew, they might purchaſe a gold watch rather 
than another, were commonly influenced in their choice of 
that article, not by the value of the metal, but by the excel- 
lence of the mechaniſm. At preſent, Engliſh watches were 
allowed to be ſuperior in the latter reſp & to thoſe of any 
other country, and the great obſtaclè to their exp ,rtation :t 
preſent, was the h gh ſtan ard of the gold of which they 
were made.—The bil, which he hid moved for leave to 
bring in, wou'd remove th.s obſtacle, a: d e lage our com- 
merce, while, at the ſame time, it won d not increaſe the 
quantity of gold exported. The only objection that could 
be offered againſt it, was a ſuppoſed inconvenience which 
might reſult from having two gold ftandards, from which a 
temptation might ariſe, to melt down the current coin. But 
there was an anſwer to this objection, in the quantity of I'ght 
gold which was every year brought to the bank, which was 
more than all our manufacturers at preſent conſumed, _ 
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Mr. W. Bird explained; and leave was given to bring in 
the bill. no 
Mr. Parker Coke brought up a Petition from the merchants 
of Dudley againſt the Ship Owners' bill. | 
A Petition to the ſame effect was preſented by Lord 
_ Hawkeſbury from Penrhyn. _ «+ - | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that after a great deal 
of communication with the Ship Owners and other perſons 


connected with this bill, he was in hopes that before to- 
morrow he would be able to propoſe ſome regulations upon 


it; he therefore moved that the Order for taking the Report 
of the bill under conſideration ſhould be deferred till then. 
The Report was accordingly ordered to be taken into con- 
ſideration the next day. „5 5 
The Order of the Day being read for the Committee on 
the Eaſt India Trade bill. FD 
Mr. Secretary Dundas role for the purpoſe of correcting ſome 
miſrepreſentations which were abroad, reſpecting this bill. A 
queſtion had been aſked him, he ventured to ſay, a dozen. 
times, why he gave to foreign nations privileges in trading to 
India, which he withheld from this country ? the reaſon was, 
he only gave to foreign nations what they had enjoyed from 
time immemorial, and he could not give theſe privileges to ſub- 
jects of this country, without repealing the charter which 
Parliament had granted to the Eaſt India company. Had he 
made an attempt to exclude foreign countries from the com- 
merce of India, what would have been the conſequence? It 
would have drawn upon us the jealouſy of every nation in 
Europe, which, great as our power was, in that quarter of the 
world, he was not prepared to encounter. He heard that-it 
had been ſtated in the Eaſt India houſe, that the company's 
charter gave them an excluſive right to the trade of India, 
forgetting that the parliament of Great Britain could not, by 
any charter they could give, ſupercede the rights of France, 
Holland, Portugal, Denmark, and Sweden. But he was 
really almoſt aſhamed to take notice of ſuch nonſenſe. The 
bill now before the Houſe gave foreign countries no new pre- 
ference, nor did it rob the Eaſt India company of any right 
which they had enjo yet. „„ 


Mr. Alderman TLuſbington perfectly agreed in opinion with | 


the right honourable Gentleman, reſpeCting the commerce of 
India, and he did it the more readily, becauſe it was an opinion 


which he had long entertained. He had foreſeen that England 
1 ee could 


J 
c 
| 
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could not ſupply all the countries of Europe with the prdouce 
of the Eaſt Indies, while they conſumed fo great a quantity 
of the articles of that produce as they at preſent did. And 
while this was the caſe, he thought that every facility ſhould 
be granted to foreigners to carry on the trade for themſelves. 
He obſerved further, that the Eaſt India company's charter 


was granted to them againſt Britiſh ſubjects, and not againſt _ 


foreign nations. The preſent bill, therefore, could afford them 
no reaſonable ground of alarm. 


The bill then paſſed through a Committee of the bebe 
Houſe, and the report was ordered to be received the next 


day. 


In a Committ tee of ſupply, to which the American treaty 
was referred, 


The Chancellor of the E. er moved; that the ſum of 


38,0001. be granted to his Majeſty, to make good the ſum 


awarded by the commiſſioners, under the 7th article of this 
treaty, againſt the Britiſh Government. Reſolved. 
Sir J. Pulteney wiſhed to know if this was the whole of 


the ſum awarded, or if any had been awarded to the 3 
Government? 


The Chancellor of the n replied, that this was the 
firſt report, and that he did not know of any other ſums 
which as yet had been awarded either againſt Britain or 


America. 
The report to be FRE? the next day. 


On the motion of Mr. Ro/e, the order for bringing in a bill 


10 authoriſe the commiſſioners of the ſtamps, to ſtamp deeds, 


bills of exchange, and notes of hand in certain caſes, was diſ- 


gharged, on account of the impracticability of doing it in the 


inſtances of bills of exchange and notes of hand ; "and leave 


was given to bring in a bill to authoriſe the commiſſioners of 
the ſtamps to ſtamp deeds and other inſtruments therein men- 
| tioned. 

The gold ware bill was brought i in nd read a firſt time; 


and on the motion of Sir Mi liam Pullency, was ordered to be 
printed. 


The cuſtom duty bill paſſed through a Commities of the 


whole Houle; the report to be received the next day. 


: paſſed. 


The e horſe bill, and hs ſervants duty bill were 


each read a ſecond time. 
The bull for gang an additional oaks to ſubaltern 


_ officers. 
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officers in the time of peace paſſed through a Committee of 


the whole Houſe; as did the Exchequer bills? bill, and the 
bill for preventing the forgery of the names of witneſſes to let- 


ters of attorney, &c. ; the reports to be received the next day. 
The proviſional cavalry bill, and the commiſſioners of the 

ſtamps bill, were brought up and read a firſt time. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TrnursDayY, Fuly 13. 


| Their Lordſhips having reſolved themſelves into a Com 
mittee of Privileges, to conſider of the claim of Sir Adam Fer- | 
guſon to the Scotch Peerage of Glencairn. 
The Lord Chancellor entered very much at large into the 


hiſtory of the Earldom of Glencairn, and concluded with re- 


gretting that it appeared to him their Lordſhips would feel 


_ themſelves bound to deny themſelves the advantage of having 


Sir Adam Ferguſon among them; for, if his title was eſta- 
bliſhed, he had no doubi but that the nobility of Scotland 


would unanimouſly ele& a man who would be ſo great an 
ornament to them. But it appeared to him, from a lon 
conſideration of the cafe, that the claim to the title of Glen- 


cairn was not made out by Sir Adam Ferguſon. He moved 
a reſolution to that effect in a Committee of Privileges, 
which reſolution was agreed to. 

Received from the Commons a great number of bills, which 
were all read a firſt time. 

The other bills on the table went through their ſtages i in 


order as they ſtood. ee 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TRHURS DAV, Jug 13. 


This report of the Committee to which the claims of Mr. 
Palmer, late of the Poſt Office, were refers red, Was $ Drought | 


| up, read, and ordered to be printed. 


The Scots ſmall note bill was read a ſecond time. | 
The bill to enable his Majeſty more eaſily and effeQually 


to grant conditional pardons to perſons tried under courts. 


martial was read a ſecond time. 
The farmers' horſe additional tax bill was read a third 


The 


Jury 13] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 
The conſolidated fund bill was read a ſecond time. 
The inferior ſtandard gold bill was read a ſecond time. 


The report of the funded property bill was brought up and 


agreed to. 
The report of the reſolution to enable his Majeſty to fe. 


fray the amount of awards for American captures was read 


and agreed to. 
The bill to enable the Sinne of ſtamps to affix 


the proper ſtamps on deeds therein mentioned was read a ſe- 


cond time. 


Mr. Wigley ſaid that the bill ought to have been moch more 


general in its application. 
The bill was read a ſecond time. 


The bill for preventing the adminiſtering of unlawful oaths 


was read a third time and paſſed, 


The bill to prevent the ee of the coin was read a 
third time and paſſed. 


The bill to impoſe an additional tax on male ſervants went 


through a Committee. 
The India judicature bill went bug a Se 
Leave was given to bring in a bill to enable the deputy 


clerk of the Houſe of Commons to receive and tranſmit let- 


lers, &c. free of poſtage. 


The Huufe on a motion for the re- commitment of the ſhip 


| owners' relief bill went into the Committee. 


Mr. Wilberſorce ſuggeſted the reer of printing the bill 


in its altered ſtate. 


Mr. S. Smith ſaid, he believed that the alterations made 
would give ſatisfaction to all parties. The burthen of proof 
was now laid on the ſhip owners. 

The Maſter of the Rolls ſaid, the Houſe ſhould pauſe be- 
fore they agreed to that part that put an end toexiſting actions. 


He wanted to know what was meant by the perils of the 
fea,” and condemned the retfoipecure clauſes, which he pro- 


doſed to omit. 
Mr. Dudley Rider expreſſed the utility of them, * ſup- 


ported the bill, becauſe it only declared what was generally 
_ underſtood io be the law previous to the deciſion in the caſe, 


Smith v. Shepherd. Little inconvenience could ariſe from 
the bill, as it was meant to make it expire two months after 
the commencement of next ſeſſion. 


The Maſter of the Rolls replied. 7 
The Solicito General, w contradictia to Mr, Ryder, under- 


ſtood | 
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ſtood the bill as tending to repeal the act of 1986, and went 
through a learned Jaw diſſertation againſt the bill. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer was for the bill, with modi- 
fication, as a temporary meaſure, ſuſpending actions now raiſed, 
Mr. Wood explained the cafe of Smith v. Shepherd. _ 
Mr. Pereival and Sir M. Pultency oppoſed the bill, as did 
Mr. Wigley and Mr. Parker Coke. | 
A diviſion then took place on the queſtion, whether the 
| ſhip owners ſhould be exempted from reſponſibility in tideway 
_ Tivers in the fame manner as upon the high ſeas? 
Ayes, (For the words,) — — 
Nee, 2 — 


. Majority „ 7 
Several other amendments were then made, and the bill or- 
dered to be reported, —Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. _ 

nl FRIDAY, ͤ inthe 
The order of the day being moved for the ſecond reading 
of the general incloſure bill. En | 
The Lord Chancellor in a ſpeech of ſome length ſtated his 
objections to the bill, and in doing fo, he ſaid, he hoped he 
| ſhould not be conſidered as an enemy to its principle, fince 
no man was more ſincerely a friend to a general incloſure re- 
gulation than he was, but in carrying that principle into prac- 
tice, it was indiſpenſibly neceſſary to take care that the mode 

adopted was likely to be effectual, and that the end would be 
obtained, which a bill for a general incloſure propoſed for its 
object. The preſent bill, his Lordſhip obſerved, was drawn 
with fo little attention to legal language, with ſo unaccounta- 
ble an ignorance, of its uſe and application, and with proviſions 
ſo abſolutely impracticable, that it appeared to him to be 
wholly incurable. At the ſame time, being as he profeſſed 
himſelf to be, earneſtly and ſincerely inclined to the principle 
of a general incloſute bill, if any noble Lord preſent, thought 
he poſſeſſed {kill and nerve enough to enable him to make | 
the bill common ſenſe, and unfold the perplexities of its clauſes 
he would not oppoſe its going into a Committee, deſpairing as 
he did of the poſſibility of curing its groſs and palpable abſur- 
dities. His Lordſhip faid, every page of the bill, every clauſe 
of it preſented to his mind an almoſt inſurmountable objec- 
tion. 
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tion. The mode it propoſed of incloſing by individual con- 
ſent, if the parties whoſe conſent was to. be obtained, were at 
all conſiderable in point of number, was upon the face of it, 
not poſſible to be carried into effect. Another eſſential ob- 
jection was, it did not bind the foil, as was the caſe in com- 
mon incloſure bills. If any man under the authority of the 


bill, were to obtain the conſent of every. individual that he 


thought intereſted, or who poſſeſſed a right of granting con- 


ſent, and were to undertake a large incloſure, to complete it, 
and to have expended any given ſum on its execution and 
completion, and it ſhould afterwards turn out that the title of 


a fingle cottage within the limits of the grounds encloſed were 
diſputed, the-whole object was defeated, and the aggregate ex- 
pence, large as it might be, would fall inevitably on the man 
who had been rath enough to undettake the encloſure. His 
Lordſhip put this caſe hypothetically, and he followed its 


ſtatement, with much ſound argument to ſhew, that the bill 
was drawn with little attention to legiſlative language, that 
its enactments and proviſions were not only inexplicable from 
the obſcure and perplexed wording of them, but that it was 
actually impoſſible that they ſhould ever be carried into effect. 


He therefore moved, to ſave their Lordſhips unneceſſary trou- 
ble, that the bill be rejected. 1 Fo 
It was rejected accordingly. 


3 


W * 
SURGEONS BILL. 


The order of the day for the third reading of a Bill, entitled 
An Act for erecting the Corporation of Surgeons into a 


College, and for confirming to ſuch College certain rights, 
privileges, and immunities,” and that Counſel be heard on the 
ſame, having been moved and read, | = 3 — 
Counſel were called to the bar. 


Mr. Plomer was heard on the part of the petitioners againſt 
the bill. He divided his argument under different heads of 


objection againſt the bill, and having ftated them diſtinctly, 


began with a preliminary to theſe objections, which he conſi- 


dered to be of ſuch magnitude and importance, that if he ſhould 


have the good fortune to eſtabliſh it to the conviction of their 
Lordſhips, it muſt prove fatal to the bill. The preliminary 
in queſtion was the manner in which the bill had been intro- 


duced into Parliament. A petition figned by eleven perſons with- 


out the ſmalleſt communication with the commonalty at large, | 


who have an equal intereſt in all the concerns of the company 
had been preſented to the Houſe of Commons, and the bill 
had paſſed that Houſe, and had gone through two ſtages in 


Vor. III. 1797. 4D 
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their Lordſhips Houle before the petitioners, his clients, even 

heard or had any knowledge that ſuch a bill was in Parliament. 

Mr. Plomer contended that ſuch an unfair and ſurreptitious 
mode of introducing a bill into Parliament ought to be a 
ſufficient reaſon for their Lordſhips rejecting the bill, if there 
were no other, conſidering that the petitioners againſt the 
bill had an equal intereſt in all that concerned the company, 
and were in common with the reſt of the corporation, pro- 
prietors of all the lands, tenements, monies, ſtocks and re- 
venues, and other effects of the ſaid corporation. The fact 
that the bill was ſo introduced was undeniable, and was in 
evidence before their Lordfhips. 

In their petition he aſſerted that one of their allegations was 
58 entirely falſe and unfounded, viz: that their examiners have 

conſtantly and without any recompence examined, not only 
all perfons who have offered themſelves as candidates for ſur- 
geons and ſurgeon's mates in his Majeſty's army and navy, 

but likewiſe ſuch as have offered themſelves candidates for the 
| fervice of the Eaſt India Company, where as it is notorious, 
they demand and receive, for thoſe who obtain their diploma 
to become ſurgeons in theſe ſervices three guineas, and from 
_ thoſe admitted to become mates one guinea. So far, therefore, 
from their allegation being founded, it is directly the reverſe. 
They alſo ſtate that the examiners have no intereſt in the fees 
and perquiſites whereas immediately they have a direct in- 
_ dividual intereſt, The fees and perquiſites taken on examina- 
tions being firſt paid into the Company's funds, out of which 
the examiners receive their perquifites and it is in evidence 
that the examiners fince the paſting of the act of the r8th of 
George the ſecond, have received 1 600ol. and upwards for 
their own private ufe. 

Having ſtated the preliminary he proceeded to his different 
heads of objection, a principal one of which was, that the preſent 
maſter and wardens had held corporate meetings or rather at- 
| tempted to hold corporate meetings contrary to the charter, 
and had done various acts contrary to Ws _ which vitiated 
and annulled the charter. 

That they had alienated vaſt ſums of money, the property of 
the corporation without having any legal dominion over the 
finances of the company. For example they had fold and 
diſpoſed of the hall in the Old Bailey, and purchaſed for 5500]. 

a houſe in Lincoln's Inn Fields, and that having thus exceeded 
their powers, they found they could not make uſe of their 
large houſe ſo dearly vurchafed, tor the firſt great object of the 
company with regard to public good, viz: for the 9 of 
5 di- 
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diſſection; therefore they found themſelves obliged to come 
back again to the Old Bailey, and there purchaſe other premiſes 
in order to fit up rooms proper for diſſection. 

He enlarged on theſe ſtrong facts which were in a | 
and reminded their Lordſhips that if the funds of a lay corpo- 
ration could be thus invaded and altenated with impunity, and 
its legiſlature ſhould lend its ſanction to confirm the groſs 
abuſes of power, proved to have been committed, eccleſiaſtical 
corporations could alſo be abuſed in like manner with impu- 
nity. A few individuals of an eceleſiaſtical corporation might 
_ purchaſe a cemetery or a place for the exerciſe of public wor- 
ſhip at an enormous expence, and might then refuſe the uſe 
of either to thoſe with whoſe money they purchaſed it. They 
might ſay, true it is, we have purchaſed a cemetery but you 
muſt not bury in it, neither muſt you perform public worſhip 
in that building, which we bought with 1 9925 funds for we | 
purpoſe of public worſhip. | ; 

He argued by a reference to the various acts of Parliament 
and charters that had been paſſed reſpecting the corporation of 


ſiurgeons, that the maſter and wardens poſſeſſed no power or 


authority to make ſuch purchaſes or to alienate the funds of the 
corporation without the concurrence and conſent of the com- 
monality of the ſaid corporation, and that conſequently the 
- purchaſes being illegal, were not, nor could they be held as 
the purchaſes of the corporation, but as the purchaſes of thoſe 
Individuals, who ſo improvidently made them. 

He referred to the minute of Mr. Gunning i in the year 1790 
as a confeſſion and confirmation of the improper and negleCt- 
ful manner in which the affairs of the company had been con- 
ducted and managed by the maſters and wardens for many 
years together, and went at great length into reaſoning upon 
that paper to ſupport the inference he drew from it, that it 
was a record to what extent the culpability of the maſter and 
wardens and court of aſſiſtants had been criminal, it would be 
neither wiſe nor juſt to truſt: them with the powers the bill 
before the Houſe would inveſt them with. 

That is has been proved to their Lordſhips that FROY Mr. 
Gunning's minute in 1790, few of the abuſes complained of 
by that gentleman have been. remedied or attempted to be re- 
medied. . | 
That it is alſo i in N that the true object of the bill is 
to procure an indemnity from parliament for all the abuſes, 
violations of charter and illegal acts that have been committed 
by thoſe very petitioners for further power, which the bill is 

ehr framed for the raren 8 of putting into their hands, 


4D2 Alter | 


— 
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After a very elaborate argument upon each of his general 
heads of objection, Mr. Plomer came to the clauſes, to many 
of which he made ſtrong objections. One he ſhewed by com- 
pariſon with a clauſe in the 32d year of Henry the VIIIth 
which went to take away certain -powers that-the maſter and 
wardens had ſhamefully abuſed, to be a direct revival of the 
powers ſo taken away. 

He deſired to be clearly oniderſtood as not meaning to im- 
peach in the ſmalleſt degree the characters of the petitioners 
for the bill. There were moſt undoubtedly very reſpectable 
men, of great honour in their private conduCt, and men of, 
profound ſcience and ſkill, conſidered as profeſſional men. 
Ae laid great ſtreſs on his objection to that clauſe of the bill, 
uhich declares that no perſon who has practiſed pharmacy as well 
as ſurgery ſhould be an examiner. Surgery, he obſerved con- 
ſiſted of two different deſcriptions of. practice, curative and ope- 
rative, or manual practice. He contended that it was altoge- 
ther a new idea to ſuppoſe that pharmacy ought flot to be con- 
nected with ſurgery. He ſtated that Celſus, Hippocrates, Ga- 
len, and all the celebrated medical men 'and medical writers 
among the antients thought a knowledge of pharmacy, ſur- 
gery and midwifery indiſpenſibly neceſſary to give due infor- 
mation to a medical man, be his denomination what it might, 
whether phyſician or ſurgeon. He mentioned alſo Winſlow 
and other more modern writers, and the names of celebrated 
practitioners now living and in high practice in Mancheſter, | 
Woolverhampton, Coventry, Northampton and various other 
great towns. He entered into a diſquiſition on the complicated 
nature of obſtetrical caſes, and aſked what fort of a navy ſurgeon” 

that man would be who knew nothing of pharmacy, and how a 
5 perſon of the corporation of ſurgeons could be qualified to ex- 

amine him, if he, the examiner, knew nothing of pharmacy 
himſelf? Mr. Plomer enlarged on the ill conſequences, that 
muſt neceſſira}ly reſult from the diſunion of collective ſcience, 
and contended that it was by collifion of knowledge and com- 
- munication of ideas, that intelligent men could only hope ta 
improve each other, | 
Nie concluded a moſt able and detailed ſpeech with earneſtly 
imploring their Lordſhips that in juſtice to his clients the peti- 
tioners againſt the bill, they would reject the bill in/anter, 
_ Mr. Randle Fackſon ſaid, he hoped to recommend himſelf” 
to their Lordſhips favour and indulgence, by being as brief as 
poſſible, conſcious that his learned colleagues had ſo fully argued 
the matter, that W he could add would ſtrengthen the im- 
8 | Preben 
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preſſion, and conſcious alſo, that the gentlemen whom he re- 
_ preſented, would be perfectly ſafe in their Lordſhips hands. He 
would only make a few obſervations and thoſe as ſhort as poſſible. 
He muſt, Mr. Jackſon ſaid, contend, that the bill was not entitled 
to their Lordſhips ſanction, as it was unjuſt in itfelf and highly 


impolitic. He had ever conſidered, from the little knowledge 5 
he poſſeſſed of Parliamentary forms, and the uſage of proceed- 
ing with bills, that it was an invariable rule that all parties 


ſhould be fully appriſed, not only that an application was about 


to be made to Parliament for the attainment of any new law, 


affecting concerns in which they had an intereſt, but that they 


| ſhould previouſly be acquainted with the nature and extent of 
the propoſed alteration, that they might judge how far it was 


wiſe and politic, and . whether it might not prove an injury 
_ inſtead of a benefit. Where that neceſſary fair conduct was 


not obſerved, his ideas of Parliamentary practice, led him to 
imagine that was a ſufficient reaſon for rejecting a bill, on the 


ground of its having been ſurreptitiouſly brought before the 
Houſe, Under that deſcription came the preſent hill, as 
due notice had not been given to the parties intereſted, becauſe 
as his learned friend had ſtated, the bill had paſſed the other 


Houſe, and actually gone through two ſtages in their Lord- 


ſhips Houſe before his clients, the petitioners, were aware 
that any ſuch bill was in agitation. The next ground on which 


he muſt contend that the bill ought not to paſs was, that he be- 


lieved it would not be.denied him, that when parties applied 
to parliament for leave to introduce a bill, they were invariably 
bound to alledge facts in their petition ; whereas, in the preſent 
Inſtance the petitioners for the bill had not ſtated their caſe 


truly in their petition. Their firſt allegation ſtated, < that the 


preſent powers veſted in the corporation of ſurgeons were not 
ſufficient for the well ordering and regulating the affairs of the 


faid corporation, and the practice of ſurgery.” It therefore 
prayed that other proviſions ſhould be made for the better or- 


dering and governing the affairs of the ſaid company of ſurgeons, 
and for rendering the inſtitution thereof more uſeful to the pub- 
lic. It ſubſequently ſaid, ** but inaſmuch as the ſaid good pur- 
poſes cannot be attained without the aid of Parliament, &c.“ 
This allegation was not the whole truth; the real truth was, 
that by illegal acts of the maſter and wardens, the powers of 
the coporation were defunct, that the petitioners were conſci- 

ous of the act of ſuicide that they had committed, and that they 

now come to Parliament to deſire them by their paramount 


power to re-animate them. It was in evidence, that thoſe. 


entruſted as the executive of the company had choſen officers 
| 8 S improperly, 
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improperly, and alienated property, bought with the bonds of 
the corporation, to a conſiderable amount, in the diſpoſal of 
the company's hall in the Old Bailey, and that they had pur- 
_ chaſed illegally and improvidently by giving 55001. out of the 
company's funds for the houſe they now poſſeſſed in Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, a houfe which having purchaſed on ſuch impro- 
vident terms it was evident they could not make uſe of for one 
of the firſt purpoſes of their inſtitution, viz. for the purpoſe of 
diſſection. That they had done all this wittingly and were 
aware of the conſequences, was alſo evident from their own 
minute of the 6th of October 1796, in which they appoint a 
Committee “ to conſider of the propriety and neceſſity of ap- 
_ plying to Parliament to rectify any defects that may now exiſt 
in the conſtĩitution of the company, &c.“ It therefore the tran- 
factions he had ſtated were illegal, their Lordſhips were now 
called upon by giving their ſanction to this bill, to legiſlate be- 
tween culpability and its legal conſequences, to paſs the verdict 
againſt the innocent at the deſire of the criminal, to take upon 
themſelves, what he had never underſtood to be the provinge of 
a Houſe of Parliament, not only to grant an injunction and a 
ſtay of proceſs, but to proceed to a determination of ſuits by the 
moſt extraordinary of all means, viz. by ſanctioning and purg- 
ing the criminality of the facts alledged and annihilating the 
complainants. 25 . 1 
Hie next came to what be had undertaken to make good, 
viz. that the bill was v11v'c; it would he conceived, be ad- 
mitted to hin, that mens ghts and property could not be taken 
away but upon two grounds, viz. upon the ground of delin- 
quency or that of ſtate neceſſity. And firſt it was neceſſary 
to enquire what the rights of the petitioners againſt the bill were? 
In order to make out this point, Mr. Jackſon ſhewed that the 
commonalty of the corporation were poſſeſſed of all powers that 
were not taken away by ſpecial charter or ſtatute, and are the 
owners of all property belonging to the corporation. As autho- 
rities for his argument on this head, he referred to the charter 
of the 1ſt of Edward the Fourth (1461) the gd of Henry the 
VIIIch, various enactments of which were not repealed, the 
charter of the 2d of James the Firſt (1602) the charter of the 
th of Charles the Firit (1630) confirming that of James the 
Firſt, and the Act of the 18th of George the Second, which ſe- 
parated the companies, and divided the Barbers Company from 
the Surgeons, making them diſtin corporations. He referred 


alſo to various bye-laws.] With regard to their property, he 


contended that it was undeniable, that all the property of the 
Company lay, not with the Maſter, Wardens, and Aſfiftants,who 
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were a part of the Company only, but with the commonalty, 


and that the Aſſiſtants had a power to regulate the affairs of the 


Company, but no power whatever to alienate its property, that 
in the late ſale of their Hall, and purchaſe of a Houſe in Lin- 
coln's-inn-fields, they had both alienated their property and 
miſapplied their funds, and that having fo done, the petitioners 
againſt the bill, in common with the reſt of the corporation, 
had their legal remedy if the preſent bill did not receive their 
Lordſhips' ſanction; and if it ſhould, the preſent bill at one 


ſtroke deſtroyed both the rights of the commonalty and hs. 


remedy. 


He deſired to learn if any delinquency had been ove? „ Hit 


is in evidence, from Mr. Gunning's minute and other teſtimo- 
nies, that ignorant men have been admitted, that the funds of the 


corporation have been ſquandered, that with great means tlie 
executive of the Company have made no improvements, that 
they had a theatre without lectures, and a library without 


books, were the pelitioners to be blamed? Had they battened 
on the 80, oo0l. which ſince the paſſing of the 18th of George 

the IId. had been received in fees, quarterages, and by other 
means? Had they pocketed the 16,000]. received by the ex- 
aminers during the ſame period? In fact, if the bill paſſed, it 


would operate an inverſion of moral jullice, guilt would be re- 


warded with rank and emolument, and innocence would be 
puniſhed by a deprivation of its rights and property, Mr. 
Jackſon apologized for uſing ſuch ſtrong language; he begged 
to be underſtood as not meaning to ſay one word againſt the 
private characters of the gentlemen, who had acted as the ex- 
ecutive of the Company, he {poke merely of their conduct in 
a public and reſponſible ſituation ; he well knew that as private 
individuals, they were molt reſpectable characters, and that 
very circumſtance conſtituted one of the grounds of his objec- 
tion on behalf of his clients againſt the bill, and was one of the 
difficulties which he had to encounter, 
If there was no delinquency in the petitioners to juſtify the 
taking away the rights and property of thoſe he prefered! 


was there any neceſſity to do fo? In the conſideration of the 


impolicy of the meaſure, their Lordſhips would fee how little 
it was neceſſary, As to the private operation of the bill, the il- 


legal tranſactions and ſhameful expence incurred by the exe. 


cutive of the Company had been proved, and the bill went to 


give the ſame perſons enlarged and uncontrouled powers, al- 


though it was evident there had been an invariable miſconduct 


as fo any means having been taken to advance the profeſſion. | 


By 
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By the bill the ſame perſons, who had notoriouſly remedied no 
abuſes were to conduct the affairs of the Company in future. 
Would they, as cenſors and councillors act under leſs limited 
authority, and more for the advantage of the Company than 
they had done under the denomination of Wardens and Afiiſt- 
ants? The bill, Mr, Jackſon obſerved, ratified all former by- 
laws and gave the cenſors and councillors new and extraor- 
dinary powers which the petitioners as. members of the: com- 
monalty were bound to obey. 

Mr. Jackſon having argued at ſome length on this head, 

_ conſidered the public impolicy of the bill, and particularly ad- | 

verted to the 24th clauſe, that extending the juriſdiction of the 

College beyond ſeven miles. He obſerved, that by that enact- 
ment, a non-efficient clauſe-in the 18th of George the IId. was 
made ay efficient clauſe, and extended in conſequence to ten 
miles, including a vaſt body of perſons of various deſcriptions, 
which would ſwell the income of the Company and create in- 
numerable law ſuits ; the clauſe enacted that if any perlon, 
or perſons {hall, at any time or times hereafter practice ſur- 
gery, &c. &c. That ſurely was a moſt doubtful definition. It 
might fairly be aſked, what is /urgery ? It would ſcarcely be 
imagined that he meant before their Lordſhips to be ludicrous 
on ſuch a ſubject, but there was a diſeaſe common to the ju- 
venile part of mankind, and to the vulgar part of the more ma- 
ture. A diſeaſe, reſpecting which it was yet a matter of diſpute 
whether the moſt effectual cure of it lay with the phyſician or 
the ſurgeon, It was well known that it was treated differently 
dy the two profeſſions. The ſurgeon acted by manual and 
immediate operation, the medical man by flower progreſs. To 
avoid the penalty the patient's life might be endangered. Let 
it be conſidered alſo, that every man who happened to have 
diſcovered a ſolvent, invented a truſs, or any inſtrument to 
aſſiſt and relieve cripples, and was humane enough to apply his 
invention, might be ſaid to practiſe ſurgery, and be liable to be 
_ proſecuted for the penalty. Innumerable litigations would 
Atiſe, as he had ſtated, from the operation of that ſingle clauſe, 
and it would be difficult to know by what evidence the juries 
ought to determine, and decide upon the fact. 

Mr. Jackſon enlarged on the fatal conſequence of deſtroying 
emulation, with reſpect to the promotion of ſcience. The bill 
went to give collegiate rank, and the diſtinguifhed titles of Pre- 
ſident, Vice-Preſident, Geer; Examiners, and Councillors, 
were enviable diſtinctions, but thoſe titles were under the bill, 
inacceſſible to the body who formed the  commonalty.. They 


PLE 
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were not attainable as the reward of ſuperior learning, more 
profound knowledge, greater genius, or more exalted talents. 
The promotion was to depend ſolely on perſonal favour and in- 
individual influence. The former titles of Maſter, Wardens, 
&c. under the former charters and ſtatutes, were municipal, 
| thoſe about to be created were of a very diſtinct and more ele- 
vated nature. If, therefore, new and dignified titles were to be 
aſſumed, they ought to be laid open, and emulation ought to be 
excited for their attainment. | 
If their Lordſhips upon all theſe confloieeions, would upon 
due deliberation exerciſe their authority and reject the bill, 
they would ſhield the petitioners (his clients) a worthy and re- 
ſpectable body of men, from degradation and poſſible impoveriſh- 
ment and oppreſſion; they would protect the public from'in- 
Jury and vexation, leave to courts of law their due operation, 
and preſerve the honour of the Houſe. At leaſt he hoped their 
Lordſhips would have the goodneſs to poſtpone giving their 
ſanction to the bill for the preſent, and wait till a ſyſtem could 
on fuller deliberation be formed n principles of real 2 
utility. 
Mr. Warren ſaid, if his learned brethren had not gone into 
ſo much extraneous matter, he ſhould have intruded or their 
Lordſhips much more ſhortly, than he feared he thould now be 
obliged to do. 

The Lord Chancellor deſired Mr. Waren to forbear denn 
at all into a diſcuſſion of the extraneous matter, which did not 
refer to the immediate ſubject, and which certainly had been 
gone into by the gentlemen on the other fide without neceflity, 
with reſpect to their clients, and not very civilly with reſpect 
to the Houſe. : 

The Bi/h;p of Rechefter, deſired Mr. Warren to confine 
himſelf to the two points, the dominion of the Preſidents, Vice 
Preſidents, Cenſors, and Examiners, and the extenſion of the 
juriſdiction to ten miles diſtance from London and Weſtmin— 
tter, as he had little doubts as to the reſt of the bill. 

Mr. Harren ſaid, that with regard to the dominion over the 
relt of the Company, which the Maſter, Wardens, and Aſſiſt- 
| ants were ſtated to have exerciſed as to the property of the 
corporation, the charter of James the Firſt appointed four go- 
vernors, and twenty-ſix aſſiſtants to make reaſonable bye laws, 
that the charter of the 5th of Charles the Firſt, confirmed all 

the grants and proviſions of the former charter, and the 18th 
of George the Second gave a power to the Maſter, Wardens, 
and Aſſiſtants, to make, ordain, &c. ſuch bve-laws, ordinances, 
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539 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. fLenns, 
rules, &c. for the regulation, government, and the advantage 


of the Company as they thould think neceſſary. The fair in< 


ference from thence was, that the Maſter, Wardens,” and AC 
fiſtants, were conſtituted the executive of the Company, with 
full and unlimited powers, reſponſible only if they palpably 


_ abuſed their truſt, and upon that underſtanding they had been 


induced to act as they had done. 

With regard to the other point, that of extending the juriſ- 
diction of the College, ſeven miles beyond London and Weſt- 
minſter, and fubjecking all perſons practiſing ſurgery or profeſ- 
ſing to practiſe ſurgery without a licence, it was an extenſion 


juſtified by neceſſity, becauſe, it fome proviſion was not made 


to prevent it, quacks, and ignorant perſons would be dabbling 
in ſurgery, to the great detriment of the health, and even dan- 
ger to the lives of his Majeſty's ſubjects. In the 18th of 
George the Second, a juriſdiction extending to feven miles 
diſtance from London and Weſtminſter, had been given the 
Surgeons' Company, and when the increaſed population of the 


diſtrict ſurrounding the metropolis was conſidered, it ſurely 


was no improper extenſi on of the principle to add to it three 
n more. 


Mr. Warren ſaid, that as he had been directed by the Houle 


to confine himſelf to the two points he had adverted to, he bad 
no further argument to adduce. 


Mr. Plomer, in reply, ſaid, . he anſwered what hid fallen 


from Mr. Warren, he begged leave to ſay a few words on be- 
balf of himſelf and his learned ſriend, that if they had given any 
offence to the Houſe, it was contrary to their intentions. They 


had thought it right, as a point of duty to their clients, to en- 
large upon ſuch matters in the caſe as they deemed in their 
judgment, however erroneouſly, to be moſt neceſſary to be im- 

preſſed on their Lordſhips minds, and to require the mature and 


5 deliberate conſideration of the Houſe, They neither intended 
to intrude upon their Lordſhips' time unneceſſarily, nor idly. 


With regard to what Mr. Warren had ſaid of the inference to 
be drawn from the powers granted under the 18th of George 


the Second, to the Maſter, Wardens, and Aſſiſtants, he would 
venture to ſay that no man who read the clauſe of the ſtatute in 
queſtion, and aſked himſelf fairly what the conſtruction and 
meaning of the clauſe was, could draw any ſuch inference. Ar 


all times and invariably, the clauſe was conſtrued to mean no 
more than the ſimple import of the wording of it warranted, 


and he believed not one of their Lordſhips would put any other 


e oO it 28 that! it carried prima facie. As to the 
5 juriſdiction 


oo 
- 38S 
A 4 
4 
7 
> 
. 
5 
1 
* 
Wes 
E 
* 
5K 
„ 
= 
Wy 
= ; 
be. 
* 
. 
by - 
4 
2 . 
+. it 
= 
. 
* | 
3 
. 
4 
„ 
% 


Jor 14.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 589 
Juriſdiction clauſe, it was a moſt arbitrary and intolerable tax 


upon the public, inaſmuch as it laid a heavy penalty on all, who 


by reading, experiment, and reſearch were enabled to help 


| their neighbours, and affiſt and relieve in any accidental caſe | 


that wanted either medical or chirurgical aid, for the word 
e Surgery” was ſo undefined and genera! a term, that it was 
impoſſible to ſay, to what fort of medical aſſiſtance it might not 
by the help of a forced conitruCtion be made to extend. 
The debate was adjourned till Monday. 
©. INSOLVENT DEBTORS BILL. 

The Houſe went into a Committee on the Inſolvent Bill. 

The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he could by no means agree to let 
the clauſe ſtand, which was inſerted nearly at the end of the 


bill, for extending the benefit of the Act to * thoſe who have 


* been in prifon fince the 12th of February 1794, and who 


id not take the benefit of the former Act.“ A variety of 


reaſons ſuggeſted themſelves to his mind, why ſo ſweeping a 
clauſe ought not to ſtand, He was aware it had been propoſed 


in another place to limit its operation to all perſons whole debts 
did not exceed 3, oool. but even that would not fatisfy his 
mind. If it were neceſſary, much argument might be ad- 


duced to prove the impropriety of ſuch a clauſe; he would ſtate 
one ſufficiently groſs, to ſhew that it ought not to remain a 
part of the bill. Several perſons might be in priſon as debtors, 


from not having paid the damages awarded againſt them in caſes 
of crim. con. In ſuch cafes want of means to ſatisfy the verdict 
was commuted for by impriſonment, which was in that in- 


ſtance to be conſidered as a part of the punithment for the out- 


rage done, not only to the individual family whoſe happineſs 


was diſturbed and ruined, but to the community, and it was 
highly improper to let ſuch men looſe upon ſociety after a de- 
gree of impriſonment by no means adequate to their crimes. 

A Bill entitled, The Penge Incloſure Bill”? was, on the mo- 


tion of Lord Auckland, ordered to be read on that day three 
months. | VVV 


Lord Grantly, previous to the queſtion, oppoſed this, think- 


ing all the errors of the bill might be amended in the Com- 
mitte. | 


'The Biſhop of Recheſter concurred in the motion, and de- 


_ &lared the bill was full of abſurdities from beginning to end, 


and utterly incapable of correction; he inſtanced a> clauſe, 


which gave a Mr. Morgan a right to buy the timber on the 


ground incloſed, at his own price, and to cut it down if not 
told to him ; and another clauſe, giving a compenſation for 
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mit to the Committee 
| ſible period, and ſo far as related to the explanation of their 

ſtatements he propoſed to follow the ſame plan which he 
had hitherto adopted, excepting that he meang to confine 
himſelf merely to their refult, and not to enter fo particu- 
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vicarial and rectorial tythes, of no higher amount than had 


uſually been given for vicarial tythes only. 


| HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Fray July 14. | 


| Cuſtoms Duty, Lottery, Bank, Forgery, Eaſt-India Trade, 
Exchequer Bills, Militia Subalterns, and Clocks Duty Bills, 
were read a third time and paſſed. 

The Clerk's Franking Bill was read a firſt and ſecond 
time, and committed. 


The Legacy Duty Bill was read a firſt and ſecond time, | 


and.committed. | 
The Houſe in Committees went through the Scotch 


Notes, Conſolidated Fund, Stamp Regulation, Cavalry, 
Riding-Horſe Duty, and Scotch Election Bills. 
The Male Servants and and Eaſt-India Courts Bine 


were repealed. 


Some regulations were made concerning the mode in 


which the London Wet Dock Bill ſhould be preſented next 
ſeſſions. 


INDIA BUDGET. 


The Houſe reſolved itfelf into a Commition of the whole 


Houſe to conſider the Finances of India, and the ſeveral do- 


cuments upon that ſudjesd were referred to the ſaid Com- 


mittee. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas ſtated, that although the finances 
of India were of a very extenſive and complicated nature, 


he ſhould not waſte much time in their diſcuſſion, becauſe 
the difficulties which exiſted formerly were now removed. 
Heretofore the accounts of ſome of the ſettlements were im- 


perfect and confuſed, but by ſome prudent and neceſſary re- 
gulations which he had eſtabliſhed, they bad of late years 


been reduced. he believed, to a tolerable ſtate of accuracy and 


preciſion. The accompts which he was then about to ſub- 
bad been made out to the lateſt poſ- 


larly as he had done into their detail. He left other Gentle- 


men, however, to make what obſervations, and propoſe what 


EE queſtions they, ee proper. The 8 were upon the 


table 


\ 


8 „* — — 
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table to refer to, if his ſtatements ſhould be incorrect, and 


whenever any difficulty ſhould ariſe, he would readily endea- 


vour to remove it. Having prefaced thus much, he thought 

it furthermore neceſſary to add, that he firſt intended to bring 
forward the reſults of the accompts applicable to each ſetile- 
ment ſeparately, and then a general view of them combined. 


pany's finances, by giving a compariſon of the accompts pre- 
ſented this year with the eſtimate on which the arrangement 
of 1793 was formed. The abſtraQ of each ſtatement would, 
as uſual, conſiſt of three diviſions; the firſt, containing the 
account of the average revenue of the three laſt years; the 
ſecond, a compariſon of the eſtimate and actual amount of 
the revenue and the charges during the laſt year; and third 
an eſtimate of charges and revenues for the preſent year. 
Having ſaid thus much for elucidation, he proceeded to the 
following detail! e | 

. | | BENGAL.——REevenues.. 

No. 1. The average revenue of Bengal in the three preceding years, 


Deducting the exceſs of the revenue from the exceſs of charge, the ac- e 
tual amount of net revenue is leſs than eſtimated by — 62,205 


The cauſe of this exceſs of charges, and conſequent de- 
ficiency of the actual amount of net revenue was of fo ſimple 


actual amount of the preceding year, and the eſtimate of 
charges ſomewhat larger, yet every Gentleman would per- 


of accuracy; and ſuch had been the nature of the military 
operations in the Eaſt-Indies, as to ſwell the amount of 
charges beyond the uſual calculation. But, however ſuch 


After that he ſhould proceed to an examination of the houſe 
accompts, and, finally, ſhew the flouriſhing ſtate of the Com- 


that is to ſay, from 1793-4 to 1795-6 was — — £.5,334,690 

Which is more than the average laſt year by | — — 60, 477 

No. 3. The eſtimate for 1795-6 was wn — 5,637,278 
The actual amount — —— — 5,694,194 
Being more chan the eſtimate by — As. 62,916 

| CHARGES. : | 

No. 3. Eſtimate for 1795-6 -- — — 3,508, 823 

Actual amount —— — — 3.656, 944 

Being more than the eſtimate by 0 | — _ [2 


a nature, as to require little explanation. Though the eſti- 
mate of the revenue of laſt year was taken at leſs than the 


ceive the extreme difficulty in a time of war, and particularly 
a war like the preſent, to make up eſtimates with any degree 


charges 
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charges might be encreaſed, he truſted the recompence was 
fully ſufficient, and therefore he could not conſume any 
more time upon this ſubject, but proceed by reminding the 
Committee, that at any rate there was a net revenue, not- 


withſtanding the encreaſe of charges, to the amount of 


F 2,057,250l. 

. ESTIMATES, 1796-7. 

4 The Committee would perceive by No. 1, that the revenues were eſti- 

3 mated to amount to — — 5,10, 67t 
TY And by No. 2, that the charges were reckoned at - — — 3,7.3 3,000 
. So that the net revenue was calculated at VV — 1,976,651 
3 This eſtimate of the revenues was more than the actual amount of 
Wo 1795-6, in the ſum of _ = — WS - 186,31) 
i 0 And the charges s in — — - — - - 96,915 
99 Whereby the net revenue, eſtimated for 1796-7, would be lefs than the | 

i preceding year by „„ - — - - $0,599 
; — 
| MADRAS. 


E r 
TTT — 
— — ww = 
wa — — 2 


The average of revenue in Madras from 1793-4 to 1794, could not be 
properly ſtated as at Bengal, on account of ſome receipts incidental 
only to particular years, and other circum{tinces which were ex- 
plained upon the former ftatementz. On forming an average, how- 
ever, of the more prominent articles of revenue of the three years 
preceding 1795-b, it appeared that the revenues of that year ex- 


Which deficiency of courſe aroſe from the ſame unforeſcen ind una ———— 
voidable circumſtances to Which he had before alluded. 


ESTIMATES, 1796-7. 
0 4. The revenues of 1796-7 were eſtimated to amount to 


k ceeded the ſaid average to the amount of — - 4 A 137,976 
N No. 6. The revenues for 1795-6 were eſtimated at = - — 2,924,030 
| And actually amounted to — - - - - 1,894,304 
: N Being leſs than the eſtimate in - Fa — — 129,726 
CHARGES. | "5 
7 | No. 6. The 1 for 1795-6 were eſtimated to amount to - 1,844,787 
1 The actual amount was 8 - e ETD 
. Being more than the eſtimate by 1 * — 8 278,792 
4 Adding the exceſs of charges therefore to the deficiency of revenue, > 

j the actual amount was worſe than the eſtimate by OS — 468, 578 


= 2,159,402 


By 5, The charges to - 1 - - -. 2,004,225 
So that the eſtimated net revenue would he — 1 — 154177 
| BOMBAY.—REvenuts. 


No. 7. The Committe would ſee the average revenues of Bembay, | 
from 1793-4 to 1795-0, were - - - - — - 294,937 


— momma 


Which was more than average ſtated laſt year, by | 12 13,680 


Jory 14.] 


WOOD FALLS PARLIAMENTARY 
No. 9. The revenues for 1795-6 were eſtimated at 
And actually amounted to 


Being more than was eſtimated by | 


No. 9. The charges of 1795-6 were eſtimated at 
And actually amounted to 


CHARGES. 


Which was more than was eſtimated in the ſum of 


Deducting exceſs of revenue for the exceſs of charges, therefore the 


REPORTS. 


actual net revenue was leſs than eſtimated to the amount of 
ESTIMATES, 1796-7. 


No. 7. The revenues of Bombay ſor the current year were eſtimated 


to amount to 
No. 8. The charges to 


The net excels of charges, therefore, according to the eſtimates, 
would be 


— : 


-» _ 


Which was more than the net exceſs of charges aRtually incurred in 
1795-0, by 


Theſe were the three chief Preſidencies to which the ac- 
counts abroad belonged, but to theſe were to be added the 


593 
269,766 
277,596 


—— ern nemne 


74820 


— 


718,901 
732,876 
13,975 


— — eee Re re 


6,155 


284,959 
777297 3 


4237014 


— 


— 


accounts of ſome ſubordinate ſettlements, ſuch as Fort Marl- 


borough, Pinang, and St. Helena, W in | general received ; 


aſſiſtance from Bengal. 
BEN {COOLEN and other SETTLEMENTS. 


REVENUES. 
The revenues of Fort Marlbro' on the average of the three years 1 79 3-4 
to £795: 6, were 


The charges 


The ſupplies from Bengal to Fort Marlboro, Pinang, &c. were eſtimated 
for 1795-6 


The actual amount was 


CHARGES, 


Which was more than was eſtimated by 


Bengal 
Madras 
Bombay 


— 


SUPPLIES. 


The ſupplies for 1796-7 were eſtimated at 


n 


=y — f 


— 


5502 


= 104,154 


- 22,374 


= 90,364 


n 


1 now e ſeparately ionic the whole . 
the accounts abroad, he now propoſed to take a view of them 
collectively, in order to form a clearer opinion of their reſult. 
GENERAL STATE of the REVENUES and CHARGES | in INDIA, for 1795-6. 


5,694,194 
1,594,303 
2775597 
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CHARGES, bg 
Bengal _ - - - 5 - $3,636,944 
Madras * - — = — 21235579. + : 
Bombay 8 — — — — 732,876 
ht 6,493,399 
— — 
8 Net revenues of the chres provinces — 1,372,695 - 
From this was to be deduCted the ſupplies, &c. to Bencoolen, &c. to 
the amount of — = | „ - - 104, 154 
And the Committee would find the remainder — — 1,268,541 
But a further deduction was to be made for the intereſt 55 on the 
debts, which were, e 
At Bengal 3 0 - „ 350,551 
Madras . — 3 — 15,294 
1 - - — — - 48,905 
Making a total intereſt of — — 414, 
The net furpiua from territorial revenues therefore, after theſe deduc- 
tions, would be - . - . $53,791 
To which was to be added the amount of ſales, of imports, certifi- GAS 
Cates, Kc. | GRE - - 453,605 
And the amount applicable to purchaſe of inveſtments, payment of 
commercial charges, &c. would then be — — 5 1,307,396 
DISPOSITION OF THE SURPLUS FROM S298 TERRITORIAL REVENUE, 
The application of the preceding ſum, _ | : 
At Bengal, for inveſtments,'&c, e charges were 1995 7-7-7 
Madras _ - - 669,768 
Bombay 3 * — — — — 258,250 
Bencoolen —— 5 — >: 13433 
| | Making a ſum total of —— 2,407, 00 


Which e the amount applicable from rev endes, &c. as eßt in , 
the ſum of - - Ws = 15093, 609 


| ——— 


- The cauſe of this exceſs of expenditure from the funds, 
applicable to the purchaſe of inveſtments, &c. was eaſily ex- 


plained. By the ſtatements of laſt year it appeared, that 
there was an excels in the amount of the application in the 


uſual way of 246,3221. which money, with the amount of 
the preſent expenditure, was employed not only in the pur- 
chaſe of inveſtments and the payment of commercial charges, 
but was-applied to the purchaſe of rice alſo, and to the profit 
and loſs account upon internal trade. This however was 


not a full account of the inveſtments, for the Committee 
would perceive that a part had been taken from the aſſets 
abroad, and comprehended in No. 22, under the title of 


Cargoes invoiced to Europe in 1795-6 to the amount of . 4 1,9 545 153 | 
He had now ſtated, he ſaid, what the amount of the re- 


Fooune and diſburſements of the preſidencĩes abroad were, 


both 
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both ſeparately and combined, and he ſhould next proceed 
to take 

A GENERAL VIEW of the RESULT of the ESTIMATES. 


| | REVENU ES. 
Bengal - - — - - — 55710, 811 
Madras - - - « _ - 2,159,402 
— ns - - - OE — 284,959 
The total amount of revenues therefore were 3, 154,872 
1 . | CHARGES, | 
Bengal = e Mg - 3733359 
Madras 353 — 2 25 — 2,005,225 
Bombay OM 85 - „ 
The total amount of the charges being ig 
The net Revenues of the three Prefidencies would be - 1,637,815 
But from thefe were to be dedutted the ſupplies to Bencoalen, &c. 90, 364. 
And the eſtimated ſurplus from the revenues would be 5 15 547,451 
Still, however, a further deduction was to be made for the intereſt on | | 
the debt of „ IM DEE - 419,344 


| Which would leave a fam for the net eſtimated forphas from the t terri- 


- torial revenues, of - 
To theſe were to be added the eſtimated a amount of fates, of i imports, 


and certificates - „ — — 4535790 


And the amount eſtimated to be applicable i in 1 Y -7 _ the purchaſe 


of inveſtments, payment of commercial charges, &c. would de 1,584,008 


Which would exceed the actual ſum i in 1 79 5-6 by 1 | 276,612 | 
He now came to the conſideration of. | 
THE DEBTS IN INDIA. a 
The amount ſtated laſt year was - 8 8 6,813,736 
The amount this year was — 3 2 | — 7,146,083 
So that there was an Weben of - — A 5 232,347 | 
Debts cransferred in the year e .” — — — 5 63 5,019 
5 7 5 DEBTS BEARING INTEREST, e 
The amount of debts bearing intereſt laſt year was Os - $,328,362_ 
And the amount this year - a 4 55590, 142 


So that there was an increaſe of debt lining intereſt to the amount of 261,274 


The a amount of intereſt payable by the accounts of laſt year was - 400,252 
The amount of intereſt payable this year 25 1 
Which made 1 of intereſt payable annually of - = 19,092 


vol. III. — T 2 "ASSETS 
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1 ASSETS IN INDIA. | | Fe 

The aſſets in India, confiſting of caſh, goods, &c. laſt year, amounted to 8,867,266 
And by the preſent ſtatements - 8 Fa 3,958,669 


By which it appeared there was an increaſe of aſſets to the amount of 91, 403 


— — 


Deducting the increaſe of aſſets, therefore, from the above increaſe of 


debts. the Company's property in India was leſs by - 23405944 


| Which was not to be attributed to any ruinous ſtate of their general property, but 
ſolely to a variety of temporary cauſes. _ 5 | 
_ Having now gone through the whole of the ſtatements re- 
Jative to the condition of the Company's affairs abroad, he 
reverted to the examination of 3 : 
. THE HOME ACCOMPTS. 

But before he did this he begged leave to remind the Com- 
mittee, that when he firſt undertook to bring an annual ac- 
count of the Eaſt-India Company's finances before the Houſe, 

he confined himſelf to the detail of their affairs abroad, and 
Was not reſponſible for their concerns at home. By the re- 
newal of the charter in 1793, he was induced to extend his 
| ſurvey, becauſe it became neceſſary to determine from the 
| ſurplus of their territorial revenues, their aſſets and extent of 
capital, how much they could conveniently contribute to the 
exigencies of the State for the peculiar privilege of ſuch be- 
nefits by the renewal of their charter. As the home accounts 
were immediately under the care and inſpection of the Di- 
rectors, it was but reaſonable to ſuppoſe them accurate, and 
conſidering the nature of events, they would demonſtrate that 
the general ſtate of the Company's affairs at home were as 
favourable as could be well expected. | 


The ſales of the laſt year had exceeded the preceding year 
in more than a million of money, and conſequently it could 
Not be expected that they ſhould be by any means this year ſo 
productive. They had exceeded the eſtimate, however, not- 

withſtanding the immenſe ſale of Dutch goods laſt year ac- 
cording to act of Parliament, and the encreaſe of ſale of pri- 
vate goods enlarged by certain indulgencies provided by the 
Laure: which together amounted to half a million 
more than the average of the three preceding years, and ex- 
cecded the average eſtimate of laſt year in the ſame amount. 


The aggregate amount of ſales was 8 85309 
exceeded laſt year 153,814 3 | —— 

The ſales of Company's gecds were eftimated at - =» '6,688,3c0 

and actualiy amounted to 7 | 8 VVV 6,1 $3,310 


Which produced a grestet ſum t! an was eſtimated of — - 63,010 


OE Inn 
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The receipts on ſales of Company's goods were eſtimated at - 6,406,300 
And the actual receipt was - - 6,570,077. 
Which was leſs than was eſtimated by 9 — 43 36,243 
The charges and profit on private trade eſtimated at 23938 148, 000 
and actually amounted to no more than -:- - 138,957 
Which left a ſmaller ſum on che charges and Bug of private trade | 
than was eſtimated, of - - - 1 9,943 


GENERAL RESU LT. 


The balance expected to remain at the end of the year was computed at 1 18,848 
And the actual balance, after diſcharging a loan from the Bank, and _ 
receiving upwards of 600,000. in a Company” s bonds, as the pay- 


ment for goods ſe | 8 N 4 333,507 N 
Which would be better than the ftimate by - >". $144959 | 


: ESTIMATE, 1797-8, 


The receipt for the ſales of Company's goods for 1797- -8, were efti- _ | 
_ mated at - - - 6,555,116 

The receipt on private trade goods being only a balance t the laſt ſale, 5-26.64 
no eſtimate could be made of that article. 

| The reſult of theſe accounts was, that after paying the jnflaltments on 

the loan to the Public, deriving the aid of increaſe ot capital one mil- 

lion, the deficiency on the fſt of March, 1 1 was expected to 


amount to — — 1 — 1,836,320 
N DEBTS AT HOME. pn 
The debts at home in March, 1796, were . — 7,474,700 
la March, 1797, were — — 5 — 7,916,459 
The increaſe of debts at home W < - — 441,759 


Which was ales principally by bills of FE LOL and by freight 
and demurrage. By the ſale of Dutch goods alſo, under the Act of 
Parliament, the Company was accountable to Government here- 
after, and their debts at home were conſequently rendered greater. 
Some other articles however had tended to diminiſh it, ſo that the 


balance was pretty equal. | 


ASSETS, 
| The aſſets at home and a-float on the 1i& of March, 1796, amounted to 42,024,312 
And on the 1it of March, 2797 » * 1 - 12,476,813. 
| | e ee eee, 
Which made an increaſe of W - 24352, 50K 


| DeduRing the increaſe of debt therefore from the . of aſſets, the 


Rare of affairs at home in 1797, appeared to be better by e SOOT 


This led him to combine the affairs at home with 
7 CHINA and ST. HELENA. 
The balance laſt year in favour of the Pee! in China and St. He- 


lena, was ja - r Xo) 
And this year ; o We - i - | 337713 
Which was leſs than the preceding by . 2 FE 243.461 | 
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GENERAL COMPARISON of DEBTS and ASSETS, | 
The increaſe of debts in India was - — 332,347 
The increaſe of debts at home | - . 3 = _ 441,759 
Which makes the total increaſe of debts - - 774,106 - 
The increaſe of aſſets in India were - 3 01 04 
The increaſe of aſſets at home _. 3 5 — 452,501 
Which made the total increaſe of aſſets 5 - 543,904 
Deducting therefore the balance at China and St. Helena | 
leſs this year than the preceding -: - 243,491 
The net increaſe of aſſets were | - 5 2 300,443 
Which left an increaſe of debt to the amount of 1 - 475,66 ; 


The Committee therefore would perceive by a compari- 
fon of the accompts preſented this year, with the eſtimate 


on which the arrangement of 1793 was formed, that his de- 


ſcription of the flouriſhing ſtate of the Company s finances 
was perfectly juſt. For although the charges of Bengal, Ma- 
dras, and Bombay, had exceeded the eſtimate of 1793 in more 
than one million, the revenues were alſo near a million more, 
and the actual amount of the revenue, during ſuch an extra- 
ordinary encreaſe of expence and difficulty was only 402,805]. 
leſs than the eſtimate of 1795-6. 


COMPARISON of ACCOUNTS preſented this year wah the ESTIMATE en 
. _ which the Arrangement of 1793 was formed. 


Eſtimate Actual AQual amount. 
February | Fg | 
1793 1795-6 | 1795- PI 


worſe than Eſtimate. 


dras, and Bombay — 6, 962,625 7,866,094 more 902 45 
Charges of ditto  — 5,188,125 6,493,399 more 1305274 | 


Revenues more — 1,755, 50 1,372,695  lefs 1 80 402,805 
Supplies from Bengal to EI, g | OE, Bp 
Bencoolen, &c. ge, ooo 104, 1 50 moe 54, 154 
50 Intereſt on debt - $61,923 414,750 leſs | 147,173. 
1 Deduct of 5 61 1,923 i, 518,904 leſs VIA Eſtimate 33,010 
Net Revenue 5 1,163,577 833,791 leſs than Eſtimate 309, 786 
Receipts from Sales of im- 8 e h | 
OR TO OOO 350,000 453,605 more 8 | 103, 603 | 
Surplus 5 | 1,513,577 1,307,396 lefs than Eſtimate 206, 181 


—k—— 


— — — 


The eſtimated. ſurplus of 2796-7 was 1 ,584,0081, which exceeded the eſtimate wal 


1793 by 70,4311, 


SALES Ry RECEIPTS. 
| : 8 / RECENT ny 5 ie: 
. : 5 Eſtimate Actual 


ee 498 l, 300 6,379,977 


Charges 


WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 599 


: Jory 14] 

Charges and profit on private trade — 70,000 133,057 
Alms houſes at Poplar — . 25413 
Intereſt on annuities — — 127,687 36,226 
Loan from the Bank — 250,000 

Perſons returned from India — 10,000 
Chinturat cauſe — — 59,143 
On iſſue of bonds — 450, 100 
| 5,18 5,98 7,316,916 More 2 F3Dg929. : 
| | PAYMENTS. 

Cuſtoms on Company*s goods | 633,8 50 981,254 


600,670 1,423,853 
1,017,000 1, 301, 205 
644,580 855,695 
375,000 841, 231 
528,000 675,278 


Freight — 
Export of goods and ſtores 
Bills of exchange and bullion 
Charges on merchandize 
Intereſt on bonds and ſtock 


_ 
Ditto on annuities — — 89773 — — 
Indigo contractors — — | 1,999 
Purchaſe of teas + — — 17,798 
Ditto of rice — — 12,433 
India debt — — 556,77 

Bonds paid off | — 1,259 
Ditto paid in at the ſales — 602, Go 
Seamen for Government — 17,000 
Buyers of tea returned — 125 
Compenſation to Captains — 4,300 
To Bank for loan on bonds — 400,000 
To Government, account of troops, & e. 100,000 
— 200, ooo 


Ditto firſt pay ment of loan 


—— — 


Surplus receipts — 1,20% 14 1 | 
Exceſs of payments _ : 
Net exceſs of payments 1,882,965 


He had now he hoped proceeded through all the ſtatements 


ſatisfactorily to the Committee, and begged Gentlemen to 


obſerve, that although there appeared to be a decreaſe in the 
ſtate of the Company's affairs, they were notwithſtanding as 
favourable and as flouriſhing as the moſt ſanguine perſon could 
wiſh, or any one had reaſon to expect. Some of the cauſes 
of a diminution of revenue he had pointed out laſt year, ona 


of which was a diminution in the ſale of various articles, par- 
ticularly that of opium during war; and the other, which 
was the moſt material and important, was the encreaſed 


amount of charges, on account of the encreaſed military ar- 
rangements in the various ſettlements abroad. He wiſhed 


any perſon however who doubted his aſſertions, or might be 


diſpoſed to doubt them, to compare the preſent ſtate of the 
Company's affairs with their former condition, when their 
ſolvency was a matter of public diſputation. In the year 
1783, on account of the height to which party had run, every 
thing relating to their affairs was deluſipe. In 1786 the * 
8 Ae 3 


3.978,73 7,992,767 more 4,013,894 
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of the Company amounted to 4 millions beyond the aſſets 5 
ſince that time they had indeed encreaſed their capital 
2,740,000]. but againſt that was to be placed the ſum of 
3,330,000]. as the expences of carrying on the war wih 
Tippoo, and in the capture of the French and Dutch ſettle. 

ments in the Eaſt Indies. In the year 1796, it would be 
found that the affairs of the Company had been made better 

by the ſum of 11 millions than they were in 86. He had 
every reaſon to ſuppoſe that the Company's affairs would ra- 


ther improve than ſuffer any deterioration; for however 


Gentlemen might talk of the capital being in danger; he 
could aſſure them that the aſſets of the Company exce ded 
their debt by the ſum of 6 millions. In regard to his aflertion 
of the fiourithing ſtate of their affairs abroad, he begged have 
to mention two circumſtances which would prove him to be 
right. One was an encreaſed revenue on the ſale of ſalt to 
the amount of 200,000]. per ann. though the natives paid a 
te{s price for that neceſſary article than formerly, which not 
only proved the flouriſhing ſtate of the Company's tnances 
to enable them to reduce the price, and yet derive a greater 
revenue from the ge eral cenſumption, but an encrealey po- 
pulation alſo. The other was a necellary regulation ig the 


- cuſtoms of ſeveral articles in the ports of India, by vt he 


kigh price of cuſtoms on the ſpecific article waste d, the 


individual benefited and the Company's revenues greatly en- 


creaſed by the encreaſe of impoits ard of exports. Thefe 


improvements in their affairs were exciulive- ot their capital 
of India ſtock fore it appeared by the ſtatements tnat he aſ- 


lets abroad exceeded the debts to the amount of 66 ,oool. 


and it the whole of their affairs were wound vp, they would 
receive an annual intereſt of 950,000]. It was impoſſible, 
he ſaid, to figure a greater proſpect of proſperity. In regard | 
to the debts of the Nabob of Arcot, inſtead of throwing out 


a looſe, idle, and logical - jargon elſewhere, he wiſhed any 


man who heard him would ſpeak out, and contradict him if 
be could. The real ſtate of the caſe was, that a certain ſum 
to be paid annually to the creditors out of the revenue, was, 
by the treaty af 1784 in a time of war, to be applicd to the 


public expences. in order to preſerve the whole, This was a 
zult-an/equitable agreement, and it applied to both parties, 


When peace returned, however, that ſum returned to its ori- 
ginal appropriation, and ſuch was the order of the Commiſ- 
tioners, which, if they had not iſſued, they would have been 
guilty of direct p.,under and robbery of the inhabitants of In- 


dia. Having argued theſe points at great length, he con- 


cluded 
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cluded by moving a ſtring of reſolutions purſuant to his 
ſtatements, which were read and agreed to, and the ee 
ordered to be brought up next day. 

The Stamp Deed Duty Bill was committed, and a clauſe 
ire e to enable the Commiſſioners to ſtamp b Ils of ex- 
change or promiſſory notes proſpectively where no fraud is 
intended. 


Mr. Wigley moved an amendment to make that power re- 
troſpective. 

The Solicitor General objected, becuaſe a perſon might 
have accepted or indorſed the bill when he had aſſets in his 
polleſſion, and afterwards be obliged to pay it when the 


drawer had recovered thoſe aſſets in conſequence of the inva- 


lidity of the bill, for not being duly ſtamped. 


Sir V. Pulteney and Mr. Wieley diſputed the ſuſficiency of. 


that objection, when the original clauſe was put and carried. 


| INFERIOR GOLD. _ 
The Chancellor of the E «chequer moved the order of the day 


"S the committal of the Bill for allowing the manufacture of 
an inferior kind of gold, to be read; which being done, he 
ſaid that he was ſtil as much convinced 2 as ever of the pro- 
priety of adopting a meaſure of that kind. But as it had 


been repreſented to him that it was neceſſary to allow a lon- 
ger time to conlider a buſineſs of ſuch importance, he would 


put off for the preſent any further proceedings in the bill; 
but he certainly would bring 1 it forward next ſeſſion. As the 
preſent ſeſſion was ſo near its cloſe, there did not appear to be 
a ſufficient opportunity to diſcuſs the bill; and therefore he 
would move that the order of the day be diſcharged. This 
Was done accordingly. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
SATURD A V, Ju Fe: 
The Houſe ſat preciſely at twelve o clock, and as ſoon a8 
prayers were over, proceeced to butjnets, 


The order of the day bei ng read for the ſecond reading of | 


the bill, allowing foreign nations, in amity with Great Britainr, 


to made to Britith ports in 1 and for Count to be heard | 


on the ſame. | 

Mr. Law was heard on behalf of a petition preſented by 
certain merchants, under writers, and others, praying for-an 
alteration in a particular clauſe, Which the petitioners conti 


- dered 
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dered as likely, from the general terms in which it was drawn, 
and the looſe wording of it, materially to affect their intereſts 


in a cauſe long depending, the ground of which was the 


validity of a policy of inſurance. After arguing for ſome time, 
and ſtating what. ſort of conſtruction the clauſe, as it ſtood, was 


liable to, though he admitted it was not the fair conſtruction, 
he ſuggeſted an alteration, which would effectually remove 
JJ 8 1 
Lord Thurlow and the Lord Chancellor ſeverally ſtated in 


what point of view the clauſe, as it ſtood, ſtruck them; and in 
what manner they conſidered it as likely to be affected by former 


repealing acts. They admitted the propriety of clearing up 
any poſſible obſcurity that there might be in a bill under paſ- 
ſage through Parliament; and defired to have the words of 
the amendment ſugged by the learned Counſel put into writ- 
ing, in order that the amendment, and the grounds of it, as 


ſtated at the bar, might be conſidered, when the bill ſhould be 


ina Committee. 


INDIA JUDICATURE BI II. 


The order of the day for the ſecond reading of this bill 
having been moved and read, with the order that Counſel 
might be heard againſt it, on behalf of the Eaſt India Com- 


Pany, 


any departure from the conditions on which that charter was 


granted. That the extenſion of the courts of judicature was a de- 


parture from the ſtatute of 1794; but that what moſt of all 


alarmed the Company was the inſtitution of a penſion liſt for 
the judges, the penſions to be granted by the crown, though 


payable from out of the Company's revenues; and at the end 
of a duration in India of ſo ſhort a time as five years, if the ſer- 


vants of the crown thought fit to grant them. Mr. Rous ſtated 


the period of the inſtitution and exiſtence of the ſupreme court 


of Fudicature; and ſaid, though the reaſon for limiting the 
judges to three, could not be known to him, yet as it happened 


in N the death of Sir William Duncan, that only 


three judges had ſat for the ſpace of fifteen years together, there 


could be no objection to having only three Judges on the bench 
of the ſupreme court; but the objection the 


out 


I, 


Mr. Nous was heard on the part of the company, and ſtated 
that the company confidered the prefent bill as a violation of 
the ſolemn coinpact entered into between the public and the 
Company on the renewal of the charter in 1793. That they had 
ever fince reſted upon the faith of Parliament as a ſecurity againſt 


aſt India Com- 
pany felt, was to the appropriation of the ſalary of the fourth 
Judge to the payment of the penſions in queſtion, He pointed 
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out the the manifeſt difference between the eſtabliſhment of 


thegudges in India, and their eſtabliſhments in England. A 
puiſne judge in India had a falary of 6oool. a year, which was 


tnree times as much as all the emoluments of a puiſne judge of 
Weſtminſter hall; and the ſupreme judge in India had a falary 


of Soool. a year. i 


Lord Thurloto aſked whether it was not more, and how the 


learned Counſel computed the rupee, as he had always under- 
ſtood it was a fifth or a fixth more? 5 255 
Mr. Rous ſaid, he believed it was a fifth more. He ob- 


| ſerved that it had been generally conceived, as for the ſake of 
decorum a judge ſhould in ſome fort live a retired life, that the 


income of judges in India, would, after a due time {pent in the 
_ exerciſe and diſcharge of their duties in that country, not only 
be ſufficient to enable them to return home with a moderate 
income income, but fully competent to their comfort and ſup- 
port, for the remainder of their lives. If, however, their Lord- 
ſhips ſhould think it right to allow the clauſe to ſtand as far as 


it regarded penſions, the company earneſtly prayed it might be 


altered: and inſtead of the grant of theſe penſions being at the 
will of the king's ſervants, that it might depend upon the addreſs 
of either Houſe of Parliament, which they conceived, would 
ſecure them, from the poſſibility of abuſe. _ 5 


Mr. Fackſon was next heard on behalf of the Eaſt India 


Company, and took a general view of the peculiar claims of 
the company to the protection of Parliament, in conſequence 
of paying ſo large a ſum annually, to the public revenue; of 
their having at their own expence maintained thoſe immenſe 


- armies that had been the means of ſecuring fo large and valua- 
ble an extent of territory in India to the Britiſh empire; of 


their ſtill being ſupported for its preſervation, and for various 


other reaſons ſo important, that let who would have to carry 


on negociations for peace, they would have carefully to con- 


ſider what was beſt to be done for preſerving to this country, 


that great and glorious pofition in Afa, for the acquiſition of 


which Great Britain was folely indebted to the purſe and arms 


of the Eaſt India Company. 


He reminded their Lordſhips alſo, that the public had been 
admitted into partnerſhip of an extraordinary nature with the 


Company, with an appropriation of 500,000! a year; partners 


who had undergone no riſk, who had adventured no capital, 


who had only to ſtretch out the hand to receive their portion 
of the profit, large as that portion was. The Houſe had for- 
merly been addreſſed by the Company, under the name of Di- 
el. HI. 1597. 4 G - rectors; 


3 
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rectors; they were now appealed to by the entire new Eaſt 
India Company, the Directors and proprietors uniting in their 


application, and jointly coming to their Lordſhips bar, to 
claim that protection, to which they conceived themſelves 
for the reaſons he had ſtated, to have ſome claim of a peculiar 
nature. After an eloquent exordium to this effect, but much 
more copious and attractive, Mr. Jackſon proceeded to ſhew, 
that the Company had gone on cordially and proſperouſly 
under the inſtitution of the Board of Controul, ſince the pre- 
ſent was the firſt petition from the day of its origin 1784 to 
the preſent time, claiming relief againſt a meaſure propoſed 
by that Board; but that the Company objected to a particular 
clauſe in the bill as a violation of their charter, and as a 
meaſure deeply and dangerouſly impolitic. By the chartet 
of 1793, an appropriation of the Company's revenues was 
made, and no right exiſted even in Parliament, omnipotent 
as it was, differently to appropriate thoſe revenues, unleſs it 
meant to ſet charters and ſolemn compacts at defiance, and 
take away all ſecurity exiſting between the governors and 
the governed. He contended againſt the clauſe enabling the 
King's Miniſters to inſtitute a penſion liſt, on the ground alſo 
of its eſtabliſhing a principle equally unjuſt and injurious, 
as it would be a precedent not only dangerous to the Com- 
pany's intereſts, but affecting the independency of the judges, 
who for their own fakes, as well as that of the public, ought 
to have the integrity of their conduR, and the purity of their 
' motives kept above ſuſpicion. After much | reible argu- 
ment on this head, Mr. Jackſon concluded with earneſtly 
recommending the propoſed alteration of the clauſe ſuggeſted 
by his learned brother, to be adopted by their Lordſhips. 1 5 
Iz be bills on the table paſſed each a ſtage. 0 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
SATURDAY, Fuly 15. 


orders of the day. | e 
Ihe bills upon the table went through their different 
ſages without oppoſition. Tn rn 
The Chancellor of the Exch-quer ated, that very conſidera- 
ble inconvenience would ariſe from the wet dock Committec 
not making their report this ſeſſion He expected that a 
. Motion would have been made on this day for a report of 
| | ; its 


The Houſe met at an early hour and went through the 
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Its proceedings, but as no motion had been made he gave 
notice, that on Monday next he will make a motion to that 
effect. | 

The bill to alle his Majeſty to call Parliament in fours, 
teen days after the iſſue of a proclamation, was received from 
the Lords, read a firſt time, and ordered to be printed on the 
motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Mor pA, Fuly 17. 
Mr. Tate took the oaths and his ſeat for Stirling Cul- 
| —_ oy, 85 
Roſe moved, «6 That an humble addreſs be preſented. 
| vis Majeſty, praying that he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to confer ſome dignity in the church on the reverend Wil- 
lam Buſby, the chaplain of the Houſe.” Ordered. 
Hie moved addreſſes from printing the Journals, and ſeveral 
other matters which are conſidered er to the end- 
ing of the ſeſſion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved,  that- the ſum nf 
1000]. be advanced to Mr. Samuel Dani; over and above 
what he had received, and in full compenſation for making 
an index to the proceedings of the Houſe of Commons, from 

the year 1774 to the year 1790.—Ordered. 5 


A new writ was ordered to be iſſued for the county of North- 1 


ampton, in the room of Thomas Powis, Eſq. who nas accepted 
of the ſtewardſhip of the chiltern hundreds. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer meved, that the Committee 
to whom the London wet dock bill was referred, do lay before 
me Houſe the minutes they have taken, &c. | 

This produced a ſhort converſation, which was ſupported 
by Mr. Browne, Sir V. Pultency, Mr. Alderman Cu tis, Mr. 
Manning, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; after which the 
motion was agreed to. 
"I reading the order of the day on the bill to empower his 

Majefty to call Parliament together at all times in fourteen 

days after proclamation, &c. 

Mr. Wigley ſuggeſted the propriety of p the pin 
until after the other orders of the day were diſpoſed of, as he 
apprehended there would be ſome difference of open upon g 
(ne meaſure. It was poſtponed accordingly. 
The ollen bills were read a third time and paſſed. The 8 


8 bin 
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bill for an addition duty on horſes kept for pleafure. The 
bill for allowing banks and banking companies to iffue;ſmall_ 
notes in Scotland. The bill to prevent certain public officers ' 
of revenue to vote at elections in Scotland. The bill to enable 
commiſſioners of ſtamps to afhx the proper ſtamps to deeds and 
other inſtruments, upon payment of the duty, and a certain 
fine. The bill to explain and amend the legacy bill, and the 
conſolidated fund bill. | V 
The bill to allow the deputy clerk of the Houſe of Commons 
to ſend letters and packets free of poſtage, paſſed a Committee 
of the whole Houſe, the report was received immediately, and 
the bill was ordered to be ingroſſed. | 
| SHORT NOTICE FOR CON VENING PARLIAMENT, 
The order was then read upon the bill for altering the 
length of notice of calling Parliament together by his Majeſty's 
proclamation” © _ 3 e 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer was deſirous that this bill 
| ſhould go before a Committee of the whole Houſe without 
delay, as he had mentioned on a former oceaſion, and therefore 
he moved, that the Speaker do now leave the chair. 
Mx, Wigley obſerved, that it appeared to him there was no 
particular neceſſity for this bill at this moment, ſo that he ſaw 
no reaſon to preſs the Houſe upon it at ſo late a period of the 
ſeſſion, and that too when it was difficult to form a Houſe. 
Indeed it appeared to him a little odd that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ſhould move that this bill ſhould be read a firſt and 
ſecond time in one day, which implied haſte; and again that 
he ſhould move to have it printed, which implied leiſure. He 
did not wiſn to impede the other buſineſs of the Houſe, and 
that was the reaſon why he deſired that this bill ſhould be poſt- 
poned until after the other buſineſs was gone through; had he 
oppoſed it then, and there had not been in the Houſe a ſufficient 
number to conſtitute a Houſe, the diviſion muſt have occaſion- 
ed an adjournment. He did not know why this bill was now 
introduced. It gave to Miniſters the power of calling Parlia- 
ment together after a prorogation within 14 days, in all. caſes 
in which they might think proper. That they ſhauld be fo 
called together in caſe of rebellion or invaſion, or imminent 
danger of invaſion, was right; but to give this power to the 
Miniſter to be exerciſed at his will and pleaſure did not ap- 
pear to him to be prudent; and even if it was thought that, 
conſidering all cireumſtances, ſuch a meaſure ought to paſs 
yet he thought the matter much too important to paſs in ſo 
„%% PRES N 
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very late a period of the ſeſſion, and fo very thin a Houſe. 
Had he known-that ſuch a matter as this was to be brought 
forward, he ſhould not the other day have given up his motion 
for a call of the Houſe. He objected therefore to the Speaker 
leaving the chair. | 


* 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer was ſurpriſed at the oppoſi- 
tion that was offered to this bill; it could not be on any ground 
of conſtitutional jealouſy of the Houſe againſt the Executive 
_ Government, for it only gave a power 4 calling Parliament 
together, not of doing any thing without the advice of Parlia- 
ment. He thought that according to modern improvements 
in travelling, and the celerity of all communication from one 


part of this country to the other, 14 days gave notice ſufficient | 


for the meeting of Parliament; no more time was ever allowed 


to enforce a call of the Houſe, and he ſaw no reaſon why 


more ſhould be given in this caſe; he confeſſed that he thought 
che Executive Government ought to have this power to call 
for the aid of other branches of the legiſlature ; he did not con- 
.  fider it as a power that ought to be exerciſed, only in caſe of 
- rebellion or invaſion ; but-he confeſſed freely he thought it 
ought to be made matter of general regulation, and ſtil} more 


ſo under the preſent circumſtances, for many and very impor» 
tant events might happen, in which the Executive Govern= 
meut would want the aid of the two Houſes; one of two 


things muſt be done, and the Houſe would judge which of 
them would be the moſt convenient ; either to give this power 
to the crown, or elſe be ſubject to the inconvenience of conti- 
nuing the ſeſſion from time to time by ſhort adjournments, that 


was to ſay, not to put an end to the ſeſſion at all; for theſe 


reaſons he hoped there would be no further oppoſion to this 
bill. l = Ra AE: 

Sir. W. Pulteney ſaid, that if this bill was to be conſidered as 

2 general meaſure, he very much indeed doubted the propriety 

of it. As a temporary meaſure, he ſhould have nothing to ſay 


- againſt it, becauſe the circumſtances of the times might make 
it neceſſary. But as a general meaſure, he muſt oppoſe it, 


for there might be caſes in which the power the Miniſter 


would have by this bill, might be extremely dangerous. Ha 


did not like the idea of the whole parliament being called at 
the will of a Miniſter in fourteen days, in any caſe which he 
might think fit to call them together from diſtant parts of the 


country, to hear what he had to ſay to them. He had ſo 


much objection to this bill that he muſt divide the Houſe 
MES The 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that as the honourable 
Baronet was ready to aſſent to this as a temporary meaſure, 
although he objected to it as a permanent one, that appeared 
to him to be an argument for going into the Committee, But 
he would declare freely that he thould perbiſt 1 in calling upon 
the Houſe to make this a permanent meaſure, becauſe he was 
convinced of its neceſſity. 

As there were not a ſufficient number of members in the 
Houle there was no diviſion, but an immediate adjournment. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tokspav, July 18. 


Read a third time, and paſſed the inſolvent debtors, and a 


number of other public bills, and ordered them to be ſent to 
the Commons. 


Received alſo from the Colon ſeveral bills, which were 


| read a firſt time, —Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
£ TuzsDaArY, Fuly 18. bs! 
Mr. Manning brought up the report of the Committee on 
the wet dock bill, which was ordered to lie upon the table. 5 
The deputy clerk of the Houſe of Commons ranking bill 
was read a third time and paſſed, - _ 


"The bill for granting to his Majeſty the power of granting 
conditional pardon to perſons under ſentence of naval courts. 


martial was read a third time and paſſed, 


p 


SHORT NOTICE FOR CONVENING PARLIAMENT, 
The Chanceller of the Exchequer moved, that the Houſe re- 


ſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe on the bill to * 


enable his Men to aſſemble Parliament at ander days 
notice. 


Sir William Pultency ſaid, he had no objeAions to the bill as 
a temporary meaſure, but he had a great many objeCtions to 
it as a permanent one. He hoped that the Houſe were not ſo 


deficient in reſpect for their anceſtors as to ſuppoſe that they 

had acted wrong for ſuch a number of years in abiding by 8 
preſent regulation. It was contended, now that fourteen da 
were a e notice, but was a notice all that was req 


. Wa. 
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Was it ſuppoſed that members of Parliament were to be per- 
petual drudges in the ſervice of the public, and that they were 
to dedicate no part of their time to their own private concerns ? 
This never was the ſituation in which parliament was intended 
by the conſtitution to be placed; they were appointed as repre- 

ſentatives of the people for the purpole of meeting on great oc- 
caſions to controul the Executive Government. The preſent 
bill would put them upon the footing of a military corps, ready 
to he called out by the Miniſter at a moment's warning. If 


the militia could be called out in time of peace at the orders 
of the commanding officers, no gentlemen of independant for- 
tune would accept of a commiſſion in the ſervice, and in the 


ſame manner, if this new regulation was adopted it would 
baniſh gentlemen of fortune from Parliament. It might be 
faid, that they might rely with ſafety upon the diſcretion of the 

Miniſter; but why truſt to that diſcretion ? "The bill now 
before the Houſe would prevent a number of members of Par- 


liament from going abroad; in ſhort, it would put them en- 


tirely on the footing of a ſtanding army under the command 


of the Miniſter. Another obſervation which he thought it 


his duty to make was the mode in which the bill had been intro- 
duced into the Houſe, namely, after it had been paſſed by the 

Lords. He thought it was not at all fitting that ſuch a bill as 
this ſhould have originated with the ariſtocracy of the country ; 
he knew that the Lords might legally originate any bill except- 
ing a money bill; but what was legal was one thing, and what 


was decent and decorous was another. At all former periods 


when any infringement of the conſtitution was deemed neceſ- 
ſary, it was done at firſt by way of a temporary meafure, for 
inſtance, the militia act, and Mr. Grenville's act, were at firſt 
only paſſed as temporary meaſures; but in the preſent inſtance 

the infringement was to be rendered perpetual ; for theſe rea- 


ſons he ſhould give his hearty oppoſition. to every ſtage of the 
bill. It might be ſaid that all the objections he had ſtated, 


might be removed by going into a Committee ; but the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had already announced his determina- 


tion not to alter any of the clauſes of it, and he knew too well ve 
that at this period of the ſeſſion, a Miniſter could get any mea- 


ſure paſſed juſt in the form he thought fit. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer profeſſed himſelf much at a 


loſs how to enter into the diſcuſſion with the honourable baronet. 


He had often heard that nothing was more unſafe in argu ment 
than to reaſon upon a ſimile or a metaphor, and he now found 


that it was unſafe in proportion as it was uncommon in the 


ſpeaker 
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ſpeaker to make uſe of them. The honourable Gentleman 
had hit upon a figure laſt night to which he thought proper 
to compare the regulations of the preſent bill. He had thought | 
upon it and ſlept upon it, and ſtill it held poſſeſſion of his mind 
that parliament was about to be put under regulations, corref-. 
ponding to-martial law. He did not think that any one who 
was not as much attached to the figure as the honourable 
baronet would be able to trace any reſemblance between them: 
The bill did not go to vary the power veſted by the conſtitu- 
tion in the Executive Government ; all that it went to was 
merely to narrow tbe time in which that power might be 
exerciſed. The queſtion then was fimply this, whether four- 
teen days was a ſufficient notice to members of Parliament? 
That it was ſufficient the practice of the conſtitution already 
eſtabliſhed, by giving the king the power of aſſembling Parliament 
upon that notice, when the militia is called out, or in caſes of 
actual rebellion. The honourable Baronet urged the pro- 
priety of not departing from the uſage of our anceſtors, for- 
getting the modern improvement in the conveyance of letters 
and travelling by poſt, by which a ſhorter notice was become 
equivalent to one of greater length in former times. And was 
there any reſemblance in ſubſtance between the king calling 
Parliament to conſult them upon the affairs of the nation, and - 
putting them under martial law? Still leſs could it be an objec- 
tion to the meaſure, that becauſe two or three members withed 
to go abroad to ſpend the ſummer in another country, that his 
| Majefty ſhould be deprived of the advice and aſſiſtance of the 
legiſlature at a critical conjuncture. As to the obſervation, 
that it was indecent that it ſhould originate in the Houſe of 
Lords, as its proviſions were common and equally applicable 
to both Houſes of Parliament, he ſaw no indecency in its ori- 
ginating in the one more than in the other. He hoped, there- 
foie, that the object of the bill would not be fruſtrated by a 
| fanciful and metaphorical objectio oo. | 
Mr. Hhigley oppoſed the Speaker's leaving the chair, upon 
the grounds with Sir W. Pulteney. „ | 


The Houſe divided. EO. 
Noth, oo 8 3 


CC 
The bill paſſed through the Committee, was reported, and 
read a third time, after which the Houſe adjourned. 5 


* 
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- HOUSE OF LORDS. 
MownDay, July 17. 
„ deer APPEAL. 


The Attorney General was heard in reply finally on the part 
of the appellants in the caſe. Scott, Moncrieffe, and Dale, 
v. Hounſtown, Macdowell, and others. After which, their 
Lordſhips, on the ſuggeſtion of the Lord Chancellor, (who 
ſtated the great difficulty that took place in coming to a deci- 

ſion upon the occaſion), affirmed the judgment of the Court 

o emons 5% ay ns 7 _ 
Ihe caſe of Newland and Smith, which is of conſiderable 
importance, was, on the recommendation of the Lord Chan- 
cellor, deferred until next Seſſion. . 1 

The various bills upon the Table were forwarded in their 
reſpective ſtages. F . 


| sus gens Ml. 
Ihe order of the day for the third reading of the Surgeons? 
Bill having been moved and read, V 

Lord Thurlkv role, and went very much at large into a con- 
ſideration of the bill, and of the ſingular circumſtances that 
: had attended it fince he happened to be at all acquainted with 
1 « It, He ſaid there never, he believed, had been a caſe in which 
a ſtronger diſpoſition to take Parliament by ſurpriſe had been 
ſhewn, a matter that all times ought to be regarded as a rea- 
ſonable ground of jealouſy and ſuſpicion. The Bill had cer- 
tainly paſſed the other Houſe, and gone through two ſtages in 
their Lordſhips' Houſe before it challenged much obſervation; 
his farſt acquaintance with the buſineſs was purely accidental, 
and aroſe from the circumſtance of his having heard that the 
Corporation of Surgeons had purchaſed a large houſe in Lin- 
coln's Inn Fields for the purpoſe of diſſection, which was 
complained of by the very reſpectable inhabitants of its neigh- 
bourhood as a great and moſt filthy nuiſance ; and a beaſtly 
nuiſance it undoubtedly was. He objected to the bill's paſſing 
in its preſent form, becauſe he had not had any reaſonable op- 
portunity of diſcuſſing it; and he was certain other noble 
. Lords, who objected to the bill, ſtood preciſely in the ſame 
\ predicament with himſelf. It had been boaſted of by ſome 
of thoſe noble Lords who ſupported the bill, that this bill had 
had the ſingular honour to paſs through three committees ; he - 
knew it had ſomchow or other rubbed through three committees, 
He could not ſay what had paſſed at all of them, becauſe he 
had not been preſent at each, but in the committee that he 
did attend, he heard a ſingle witneſs examined, Mr. Okey 
Vr. III. 1797. TW 
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Belfair, and he depoſed that ſince the vear 1745 London had 
increaſed in extent and population, *and that a great number 
of additional houſes had been built. He found alſo ſome noble 
Lords, deeply engaged in profound diſquiſitions of rather an ex- 
traordinary fort, conſidering the ſubject before the committee. 
He even heard mention made of Ariitocracy, Democracy, Och- 
locracy, and all the learned terms of ſpeculative policy. For his 
_ own part, he did not conſider Ariſtocracy as the beſt of all poſ- 
ſible forms of government; but he was rather more inclined to- 
wards it, and thought better of it than of either of the other two, 
Democracy or Ochlocracy. With reſpect to the new-clafſed 
Jacobins, the petitioners againſt the Bill, though no friend toJa- 
cobiniſm, he thought the Jacobins, as they were termed on this 
occaſion, who came forward to reſiſt the tyranny of the few 
who wanted to get all the power into their own hands, deſerv- 
ed ſome mercy, The term Jacobin indeed, in this caſe, did not 
ſignify much, not more than when children in the ſtreet cry out 
« A mad dog!“ to frighten paſſengers. He aſſured their Lord- 
ſhips that he had no connections with the parties on either ſide, 
and did not care three farthings, as far as reſpect to them went, 
whether the bill paſſed or not. He knew little of the ſurgeons 
before the bill came into the Houſe, and from what he had the 
misfortune to have been obliged toknow of ſome of them, he was 
diſguſted completely, and was not deſirous of knowing much 
more about them. He looked to the bill merely with a view to 
the public, and as it was eſſentially connected with the health 
and well-being of mankind; conſiderations well worthy the ſeri- 
ous attention of every one of their Lordſhips. Indeed the whole 
of. the bill was a miſerable and wretched performance, in 
which the arrogance of the provifions maintained an equal 
conteſt with their abſurdity. He ſaw no neceflity for erecting 
the Corporation of Surgeons, which was a Livery Company 
within, and belonging to the Juriſdiction of the City of 
London, into a college, with all the high ſounding titles of 
Preſident, Vice-Preſidents, Cenfors, Fellows, &c. that be- 
long to a learned Body; every man muſt fee that if this bill 
| raſfed, what would be the conſequence: their elder brethren, 
the Barbers, would come forward next year, and defire to be 
made a College alſo; and if theſe younger brothers were fo 
conſtituted, it would be impoſſible to deny the ſame favour ta 
the parent ſtock ; for theſe ſurgeons were nothing more than 
| a ſcion from the Barber Surgeons' Company. The Barbers 
and Barber Surgeons were erected into one Corporation by the 
Thirty-ſecond of Henry VIII., confirmed by the Fifth of 
Charles I., and made two ſeparate and diſtinct corporations 


by 
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by the Eighteenth of George 11. It was affigned, among 
other reaſons for this ſeparation, that it was not proper that 
thoſe who were going about among foul diſorders, handling 
ulcers, curing the itch. the pox, and putrid ſores, ſhould be 
allowed to, wath people's faces, and lather their beards. The 
ſurgeons, therefore, for the ſake of public convenience, and 
in compliance with their own wiſhes, and at their own defire, 
were made a diſtinct corporation, yet on the ſame principles 
as the barbeis were a corporation, and they were deſcribed in 
the Act of Parliament ip/iſſimis terminis as the Barbers were. 
They were therefore clearly a corporate trading Company, 
and a part of the City of London, though the contrary had 
been aſſerted; but no harriſter of three years ſtanding could 
have been fo ignorant as to have ſaid fo. 

If the Bill was to pals, he ſhould move ſeveral alterations; 
one he had ſubmitted to the Committee, where it had been 
over-ruled—it was a clauſe entirely to annul the Corporation 
of Surgeons inſtituted under the Eighteenth of George II., 
and to erect a royal college, independent of the City of London, 
in its place. He knew not what anſwer to give to the demand 
of inſtituting ſuch a college as that under the preſent bill would 
beat once a college and a trading corporation By the prin- 

ciples provided for by the Bill, the College of Surgeons under 

it would form one of the moſt extraordinary, uſeleſs ſet of 
learned men that ever were hung round the neck of learning. 
The abſurdities and contradictions of this wretched bill were 

ſo obvious, that ſeveral noble Lords had tried in the Commit- 
tee to offer means of amelioration. Various regulations and 
amendments had been ſuggeſted, and it was underſtood at the 
time that they were to be adopted and inſerted; but they, never- 
theleſs, were not to be found in the bill. How this happened was 
to him aſtoniſhing, as the noble Prelate who ſat in the chair 
of theſe committees, had generally manifeſted great atten- 
tion, and filled the chair with equal advantage to the Houſe, 
and credit, to himſelf, His Lordſhip declared he ſaw no rea- 
ſon upon earth for hurrying the bill through the Houſe, com- 
pared with the riſk of detriment to the public, that, with- 
out very great alterations, it would infallibly produce. 

He ſaid, he had much objection to the clauſe confirm- 
ing the exiſting bye-laws, becauſe ſeveral of the bye-laws of 
the Company appeared to be moſt abfurd. By one of 
theſe bye-laws no furgeon was to practiſe pharmacy, or 
midwifery, or other trades; if he did, he was excluded 
from being an examiner, or from office or rank in the col- 
lege, W Lat was to be underſtood by other trades he was 
5 . "4 utter 
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utterly at a loſs to imagine, unleſs it was meant that they 
were not to be carpenters or farriers, or to carry on trades of 
that deſcription. It was a reſtriction equally oppreſſive and 
ridiculous; and as this reſtriction neceſſarily extended to au- 
riſts, oculiſts, and dentiſts, he was ſomewhat ſurpriſed to find 
Mr. Jonathan Wathen's name in the liſt of the firſt council- 
lors of the corporation named in the bill; but he had been 
told that he might be well aſſured Mr. Wathen would never 
t a ſtep higher, and muſt neither hope to be a Cenſor,” a 
Vice. Preſident, or a Preſident. Thus becauſe an individual, 
by dint of deep ſtudy, profound enquiry, and ſucceſsful ex- 
periment, had made himſelf capable of curing the diſorders 
incidental to the moſt delicate organ of the human frame, 
about which, comparatively, the whole of the members of 
this learned Corporation put together knew little or nothing 
(for he was himſelf an unfortunate witneſs what a miſe- 
rable bungler a mere ſurgeon was when he meddled with the 
_ eye), he was to be excluded from that diſtinguiſhed rank and 
ſituation in the Corporation to which his own ſuperior {kill _ 
and knowledge entitled him in preference to his fellows. 
Why pharmacy was not to be practiſed by a ſurgeon who was 
to be an examiner, was alſo to him a moſt unaccountable head 
of objection. The ſurgeons of the Navy, as well as thoſe of 
the Army, were to paſs under the ſanction of the examining 
ſurgeons of the Corporation; and what ſort of a ſurgeon for ei- 
ther Army or Navy would that man prove who was unacquaint- 
ed with pharmacy? What was ſtill more abſurd, theſe examiners 
alſo were to examine the medicine cheſts, and yet they were not 
to touch medicine, or to know any thing about it. In ſhort, he 
did not know what they were to do fit to qualify them for their 
office. The Corporation profeſſed the healing art, while they 
rejected the very means by which health was to be reſtored, 
Their Lordſhips indeed, who lived in affluence, might, when 
indiſpoſed, well afford to have their phy ſician, ſurgeon, and 
apothecary diſtinctly attending them, and adminiſtering their 
reſpective aſſiſtance as long as they could perſuade them to 
keep their beds; but to feel the injurious effect of ſuch abſurd 5 
regulations, their Lordſhips muſt look a great deal lower than 
themſelves. Let them conſider the ſituation of the middling ranks 
and of the poor. How could they procure an alleviation of their 
diſtreſſes if ſuch regulations were to be enforced ? and that was a 
_ conſideration entitled to their moſt ſerious attention when about 
to paſs a bill of that nature. Above all their Lordſhips were bound 
to take care of the poor ſoldiers and ſailors, who had fought the 
patiles of their country, and received wounds in its ſervice, and 


- 
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to do ſomething more in behalf of thoſe ſurgeons of the navy 
and army who had gone through the fatigue and riſque of at- 
tending them and adminiſtering relief and affiftance to them 
While fighting abroad, than the ſhabby proviſion of the ſtatute, 
which allowed them to ſet up in any. market- town in England, 
after having been twelve months in the public ſervice amount- 
ed to. Theſe men ought by no means to be thrown on the 
preſumptuous body, propoſed to be erected into a college, but 
were well entitled to ſome peculiar honour and favour for their 
valuable ſervices to their country. If the bill went on he certainly 
{ſhould conſider it incumbent on him to propoſe ſeveral addi- 
tional clauſes and regulations, and one that he ſhould preſs the 
molt earneſtly, becauſe he thought it abſolutely due from the 
country, to the deſcription of meritorious men he had juſt men- 
tioned, would he a clauſe in their favour. On what ground 
of reaſonable juſtice alſo was it, he alſo deſired to know, that 
if the bill gave to the {mall number of members of the college, 
mentioned in it (with the election of two others, to be choſen 
by themſelves) ſovereign right of the ſuperviſal, controul, re- 
gulation, and management of all the concerns of the corporation, 
and power to alienate its property, funds, cath, &c. without any 
check whatever, to guard againſt abuſes, to which the propoſition 
of ſuch immenſe uncontrouled power held out temptations al- 


Another moſt unneceſſary and ſcandalous power to he given 
to the new College, under a bye- la, was the right to demand 
271. for a diploma. It was ſhameful that the health of the 
public (hould be taxed in this manner, and however able their 
Lordſhips might be to bear all the aggravated expences, that 
this bill would throw on the attendance of their ſurgeon, it 
was hard indeed, to grind the face of the poor to the bone ; if 
therefore the bill were to paſs, he ſhould move that the price of 
a diploma thould be reduced to five pounds, which he thought 
amply ſufficient. . Indeed 271. for a diploma was fo exorbitant 
a demand, that no man but a ſurgeon could have thought of 
ſuggeſting it. 
The clauſe of the bill ae the juriſdiction of the cor- 
poration of Surgeons to © ten miles diſtant from London and 
Weſtminſter and enacting that whoever ſhould practice ſur- 
gery, by word, or writing, or ſign, without a diploma of 
the College, ſhould forfeit and pay the penalty of ten pounds, 
for every month that he or they ſhould ſo practiſe,” was a moſt 
iniquitous, mercileſs, and oppreſſive clauſe. In the firſt place 
the words © who ſhould practiſe ſurgery,” were moſt indefi- 
nite and inexplicit, calculated to Warrant as my d 7 « 


as 


— 
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utterly at a loſs to imagine, unleſs it was meant that they 
were not to be carpenters or farriers, or to carry on trades of 
that deſcription. It was a reſtriction equally oppreſſive and 


ridiculous ; and as this reſtriction neceſſarily extended to au- 


riſts, oculiſts, and dentiſts, he was ſomewhat ſurpriſed to find 
Mr. Jonathan Wathen's name in the liſt of the firſt council- 


lors of the corporation named in the bill; but he had been 
told that he might be well aſſured Mr. Wathen would never 


| get a ſtep higher, and muſt neither hope to be a Cenſor, a 


ice-Preſident, or a Preſident. Thus becauſe an individual, 
by dint of deep ſtudy, profound enquiry, and ſucceſsful ex- 


periment, had made himſelf capable of curing the diſorders 
| Incidental to the moſt delicate organ of the human frame, 


about which, comparatively, the whole of the members of 


this learned Corporation put together knew little or nothin 


(for he was himſelf an unfortunate witneſs what a miſe- 
rable bungler a mere ſurgeon was when he meddled with the 
eye), he was to be excluded from that diſtinguiſhed rank and 
fitua:ion in the Corporation to which his own ſuperior {kill 


and knowledge entitled him in preference to his fellows. 


Why pharmacy was not to be practiſed by a ſurgeon who was 
to be an examiner, was alſo to him a moſt unaccountable head 
of objection. The ſurgeons of the Navy, as well as thoſe of 


the Army, were to paſs under the ſanction of the examining 


ſurgeons of the Corporation; and what ſort of a ſurgeon for ei- 


ther Army or Navy would that man prove who was unacquaint- 
ed with pharmacy? What was ſtill more abſurd, theſe examiners 


alſo were to examine the medicine cheſts, and yet they were not 
to touch medicine, or to know any thing about it. In ſhort, he 


did not know what they were to do fit to qualify them for their 


office. The Corporation profeſſed the healing art, while they 


rejected the very means by which health was to be reftored, 
Their Lordſhips indeed, who lived in afluence, might, when 


indiſpoſed, well afford to have their phyſician, ſurgeon, and 
apothecary diſtinctly attending them, and adminiſtering their 


_ reſpeClive aſſiſtance as long as they. could perſuade them to 
keep their beds; but to feel the injurious effect of ſuch abſurd 
regulations, their Lordſhips muſt look a great deal lower than 
themſelves. Let them conſider the fituation of the middling ranks 
and of the poor. Ho could they procure an alleviation of their 
diſtreſſes if ſuch regulations were to be enforced ? and that was a 
conſideration entitled to their moſt ſerious attention when about 


to paſs a bill of that nature. Above all their Lordſhips were bound 7 
to take care of the poor ſoldiers and failors, who had fought the. 


1 


* 
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to do ſomething more in behalf of thoſe ſurgeons of the nav 
and army who had gone through the fatigue and riſque of at- 
tending them and adminiſtering relief and affiftance to them 
while fighting abroad, than the thabby proviſion of the ſtatute, 
which allowed them to ſet up in any. market-town in England, 
after having been twelve months in the public ſervice amount- 
ed to. Theſe men ought by no means to be thrown on the 
prteſumptuous body, propoſed to be erected into a college, but 
were well entitled to fome peculiar honour and favour for their 
valuable ſervices to their country. If the bill went on he certainly 
{hould conſider it incumbent on him to propoſe ſeveral addi- 
tional clauſes and regulations, and one that he ſhould preſs the 
moſt earneſtly, becauſe he thought it abſolutely due from the 
country, to the deſcription of meritorious men he had juſt men- 
tioned, would he a clauſe in their favour, On what ground 
of reaſonable juſtice alſo was it, he alſo deſired to know, that 
if the bill gave to the ſmall number of members of the college, 
KF mentioned in it (with the election of two others, to be choſen 
by themlelves) ſovereign right of the ſuperviſal, controul, re- 
gulation, and management of all the concerns of the corporation, 
and power to alienate its property, funds, caſh, &c. without an 
check whatever, to guard againſt abuſes, to which the propoſition 
1 of ſuch immenſe uncontrouled power held out temptations al- 
Moſt too ſtrong for the fallibility of human nature to reſiſt? 
Another moſt unneceſſary and ſcandalous power to be given 
to the new College, under a bye-law, was the right to demand 
271. for a diploma. It was ſhameful that the health of the 
public ſhould be taxed in this manner, and however able their 
Lordſhips might be to bear all the aggravated expences, that 
this bill would throw.on the attendance of their ſurgeon, it 
was hard indeed, to grind the face of the poor to the bone; if 
therefore the bill were to paſs, he fhould move that the price . . il 
a diploma ſhould be reduced to five pounds, which he thought - . ſi 
amply ſufficient. . Indeed 271. for a diploma was ſo exorbitant W. 
a demand, that no man but a ſurgeon could have thought of 
E©STCccceye oi HT ĩ en RS 
The clauſe of the bill extending the juriſdiction of the cor- 
poration of Surgeons to“ ten miles diſtant from London and 
Weſtwinſter and enacting that whoever ſhould practice ſur- 
gery, by word, or writing, or ſign, without a diploma of 
the College, ſhould forfeit and pay the penalty of ten pounds, 
for every month that he or they ſhould ſo practiſe, was a moſt 
iniquitous, mercileſs, and oppreſſive clauſe. In the firſt place 
the words © who ſhould practiſe ſurgery,” were moſt indefi- 
nite and inexplicit, calculated to warrant as many litigations 
BEES e . -—— "3 
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as the malice of the College might be prompted to inſtitute. 
W hat was ſurgery ? it clearly was not a ſcience, What was 
it then? Ir would, he believed, puzzle any man, who wiſh- 
ed to be underſto &, and was able to convey clear ideas, to ſay 
diſtinctly what it was. In the next place, he ſuppoſed 
practiſing by word, meant by incantation*, a pretty  extraoi= 


dinary ſpecies of practice, to be alladed to in theſe en- 
lightened times. As to practiſing by en, the fact was, that, 
by a ſtatute ſtill in force, the barbers and ſurgcons, were each 


ordered to have a pole at their doors, by way of ſign, and as an 
emblem of their trade. The barbers pole was to have enher 
blue, or red and white ſtripes, and nothing more. The ſur— 
geons pole was to have ſimilar ſtripes, and portingers with red 
rags at the bottom. and rings of teeth annexed, hanging to 
them, to denote their particular vocation. and trade; and it the 
bill was to be cariied on, he would certainly: move, as one of 


| the amendments he thould have to propole, that the ſurgeons 


ſhould erect their ancient pole, porringers and teeth, to thew 


| that they carried on their trade with the legal fign. But ex- 


cluſive of the enormous and unreaſonable expence of pur- 
chaſing diplomas, and the money it would produce, which 


would be twice, or thrice as much, nay, would bequadruple be- 
yo ond, what the reaſonable purpoſes of the inſtitution could poſſi- 
] 


e requiie, under the clauſe for extending the juriſdiction of the 


College, all manner ot perſons praCtiting ſui gery, and all that 


might be comprehended under that indefinite term without a 
diploma, would be liable to forfeit 10l. for each and every 
month, on conviction, of having practiſed thoſe branches which 
the regulations of the College proſcribed; and that there miglit 
be no bounds tothe malice of the College, and the malignity of 

their proſecutions, the ſuits were to be carriedon at the expence 


of the corporation, who were to recover full coſts upon con- 


viction. It was needleſs his Lordſhip ſaid, to enter iuto a de- 
tail of the laws reſpecting coſts, but the mere coſts recovered 
by the proſecutors on an action of debt for 10l. might reaſon- 
ably be eſtimated at gol. taxed colts, and as the colts of the de- 
Fence would, at leaſt, be gol. more, the coſts on both ſides, 
would amount to Tool. (which might be multiplied by fuing 


for ſeveral penalties) a ſum ſo large, that it might entail ut- 
ter ruin on a man and his whole family, who might happen to 


become the victim of the malice and tyranny of this deſpotic 
and arbitrary College. 


With regard to the tact of the Company of Surgeons having 
bo ans of their hall, and bought at a high price a 0 Mc 


Vide 3 a vili. I Is 
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_ Lincoln's-Inn Fields, for the purpoſe of diſſection, an object 
which had been defeated, by the remonſtrance of a moſt re- 
ſpectable inhabitancy, with which he was well acquainted, if 
this Corpcration were not fo favourite a body, he had no doubt 
but their Lordſhips would agree with him, that they had 
ated moſt improperly, and that they ought to be ſent back 
with their beaſtly nuiſance to the place from whence they 
came, as near tu Newgate as poſhhle. With this view he 
had moved in the Committee that they ſhould be obliged to 
_ procure a place for the purpole of public diſſection with= 
in one hundred yards of the ordinary place of public execution 
for the Cities of London and Weſtminſter. That motion had. 
been over-ruled, and a noble Lord (Lord Auckland) had pro- 
poſed three hundred yards, inſtead of one hundred. He added, 
that he had no doubt, if the bill paſſed, but that it was meant 
they ſhould uſe their newly purchaſed houſe in Lincoln's- Inn 
Fields for the purpoſe. 
His ' Lordſhip ſaid that upon a full conlvlerntivn of the 
bill, it was ſo wretched a performance, ſo contradictory to 
its principle (or at leaſt what it avowed to be its principle,) | 
in its clauſes, the proviſions: of it ſo little accorded with the 
preamble, and in ſhort the whole of the bill was ſuch a 
jumble of abſurdities, that he could only conſider it as a 
farce, a downright farce, not fit to go forth to the world as a 
performance ſanctioned and approved by ſo grave an aſſembly 
as that he was then addreſling ; he therefore conjured their 
Lordſhips as gentlemen as well as Peers, to aſk themſelves 
ſeriouſly, whether it would not be more adviſeable to poſtpone 
paſling any bill on the ſubject that ſeſſion, and deferring it 
till the whole matter of it could be better digeſted, and till 
a bill leſs free from objeRion, leſs oppreflive, and mor 
- praQicable, as well asmore uſeful to the health and well- 
deing of mankind, could be introduced. | 958 
But ĩt was ſaid otcat expence had been incurred by the Car: 
poration of Surgeons in proſecuting this bill, and yet when an 
argument was uſed in the Committee, by a noble F riend of his, 
a noble Duke not then preſent, (the Duke of Bedford) with re- 
ſpect to introducing a clauſe toexonerate the petitionersagainſt 
the bill for the expence they had been at in their oppoſition 
to the bill, what was the inſolent anſwer given by one of 
| the warmeſt advocates for the bill, and one of its moſt ear- 
neſt ſupporters « That's their object, give them fifty pounds 
and you'll hear no more of their oppoſition? Admit ſuch a 
_ clauſe-and it will encourage oppoſition,” Encourage op- 


Poſition! | 
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poſition! Would their Lordſhips then diſcourage oppoſition 
and drive from their bar, men who came to claim their. protec- 
tion againſt a bill, that was to take away their property and an- 
nihilate them at a ſingle ſtroke ? To parties oppoſing a bill who 
were men of honeſt fame, and high proteſſional reputation, and 
who had an obvious right to oppole it, becauſe their proſpects, 
their freedom, and their deareſt intereſts were involved in it, no 
man but the inſolent anſwerer would have thought of apply- 
ing ſuch an obſervation,” and he was convinced the Houſe. 
never would conſent to act fo unjuſtly as to transfer (to uſe 
no harſh term) the property of any deſcriptian of men without 
their conſent, but to talk of the expence that an opulent 
Corporation would have ſuſtained, and would have to incur- 
if the bill did not paſs, and they were obliged either to come 
again to Parliament, or apply to the Crown, for a patent 
to revive their functions, was too idle and ridiculous to de- 
ſerve a ſerious argument. EL 
In oppoſing the bill his Lordſhip again aſſurẽd tle | of 
| Lordſhips that he had no other object than the public good. 5 
Nothing elſe ſhould have induced him to have come down 
to the Houſe on that miſerable day, a day when the Dog 
Star rages, to be oppreſſed with heat and ſpend his breath | 
perhaps to very little purpoſe. He knew neither of the par- 11 
ties, and had nothing to do witk ſurgeons, as he hoped he 
had lived to the day, when the aſſiſtance of a ſurgeon was 
not likely to be much wanted by him. But for the reaſons 
Þ he had ſtated, he ſhould conclude with moving“ That this 
1 bill be read a third time that day three months.“ 
* Lord Aucklard ſaid that previouſly to adverting to the 
very remarkable ſpeech of the learned Lord, he muſt ex- 
preſs to the Houſe his regret for the abſence of the right 
| reverend Prelate (the Biſhop of Bang gor) who had taken the 
| lead in conducting the bill through its ſeveral ſtages, and 
l who had been the chairman of the three Committees, in which 
| 
| 


the bill had been diſcuſſed! As the right rev. Prelate's abſence 
was occaſioned partly by ill health and partly by a domeſtie 
1 calamity, it was become a proceeding not only of conſſſtency, 
but ol juſt ſentiment, for thoſe who had concurred in the mea- 
| fure to ſtep forwards, and to ſtate the motives which had in- 
fluenced their opinions. It was at leaſt certain, that the ſup- 
porters of the bill had not acted under an ignorance of the 
learned Lord's objeCtions. The learned Lord complained in- 
deed that he had not had any reaſonable opportunity of diſcuſ- 


lng what he was pleaſed to call " this wretched ee 
Nee - "ARE. 


—— 
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The learned Lord alone could ſay what ſenſe he meant to 


affix to the indefinite phraſe of a * reaſonable opportu- 


nity:“ but it was moſt notorious that in the ſecond and 


third committee the learned Lord had declaimed againſt the 


bill day after day, and hour after hour, with the tame ear- 


neſtneſs, and with the ſame mixture of invective and of 
pleaſantry which he had exhibited in the preſent debate. 
It was equally notorious that the learned Lord had not had 
the good fortune to make any impreſſion on the commit- 
tees: and yet the number of Peers preſent at thoſe com- 


mittees was greatly more than what now appeared in the 
- Houſe, and was compoſed of individuals of the greateſt re- 


ſpeQability in every point of view. Unfortunately for the 


bill, its numerous ſupporters were difperſed by the advance 


of the ſeaſon, and by their avocations into the country: 


its few adverſaries were collected, and now preſent; by 
what ſolicitation, or through what influence, he would not 


condeſcend to enquire. The learned Lord had inveighed 


: againft the activity and importunities which had been ex- 
erted by the petitioners for the bill; he ſeemed not to 
know that his allies ,againſt the bill had alſo had recourſe: 


- 


to a moſt plentiful uſe of perſonal applications, petitions, 


hand- bills, letters, and advertiſements. 


For his own part, he had ſtood clear of every influence 
or prejudice in the buſineſs. He had no connection nor per- 
ſonal acquaintance with any individual of the propoſed 


college: and certainly in a twenty years' experience there 


had occurred no ſubject of parliamentary diſcuſſion reſpect- 


ing the fate of which he had felt ſo much unconcern and 
indifference. And when he liſtened that day to the learn- 
ed Lord, the earneſtneſs and warmth of a great mind on a 
little point would have amuſed him much, if ſome parts of 
the ſpeech had not appeared injurious to a profeſſion, which 
(to borrow the learned Lord's words) is “ eſſentially con- 


need with the health and well-being of mankind,” 


Conſidering the bill with this diſpafſionate temiper of mind, 


he had been ſurpriſed to hear it treated as if the proviſious 
contained in it were alarming and outrageous: novelties. 


In fact, the bill did not contain any one proviſion which was 


not ſanctioned by other As of Parliament. It had been 
repreſented as tending to deſtroy the corporate rizhts of the 


whole body of ſurgeons; and yet it did no mare than re- 


eſtabliſh, under another name, preciſely the {ame inſtitu- 
tion with the ſame powers, the ſame-mode of election, and 


the ſame government. of the corporation-property, waich 
1 . 
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nad ſubſiſted, without complaint or objection, for tifty-two 
years. The nomination to vacancies was propoſed to be 
the ſame as that which had been preſcribed by the Eigh- 
| teenth of George II.; an Act which paſled in 1745, when 
Lord Hardwicke was Chancellor. No diſtinctions were 
created by the bill between the governing and governed 
part of the corporation, except thoſe which had ſubſiſted 
., among the Surgeons for more than halt a century, and 

which are analogous to what prevail in ſo 1 other cor- 
porations and colleges. The learned Lord had objected to 
the clauſe for the confirmation of the exiſting bye-laws. 

That clauſe, however, was the ſame as the fourth ſection 


of the Act of George II., and clearly implied nothing more | 


than that the exiſting government of the body of ſurgeons 
ſhould go forward until their new conſtitution could take 
effect. And all their bye-laws were of courſe ſubject to the 


ſalutary checks and ſuperviſion already provided by the law _ 


of the land. Again, the clauſe impoſing a 101. penalty had 
been ſtrongly objected to; but it ſhould be remarked that 
by the Act of the Third of Henry VIII. there exiſts in full 


forcea penalty of 51. on ſurgeons practiſing without licenſe. 


When the difference of the times is conſidered, the penalty 
now propoſed is comparatively moderate. Without mean- 
Ing, however, to give an opinion on that clauſe, he muſt 
_ obſerve that any alteration of it in that Houſe would be 


a virtual rejection of the bill. There was indeed one clauſe 


in the bill, and he had concurred with the learned Lord 
in a propoſed amendment of it, which had not been adopt- 
ed by the Houſe: he alluded to the clauſe for compelling 
the ſurgeons ta have their place of diſſection within three 
hundred yards of the Old Bailey. ©  _ 5 
Ihn this curſory review of the ſeveral clauſes he deſired not 
to be underſtood as giving an opinion that the conſtitution 
propoſed by the body of ſurgeons might not, in many re- 
ſpects, be improved: more eſpecially in the propoſed ſyſtem 
of receipt and expenditure, which ought to be ſubje& to 
: fome mode of publicity at leaſt, if not of check and con- 
troul, from the body at large. Still leſs did he mean to 
| convey an opinion that the bill had not many faults and 
defects. Perhaps he might ſay, without. arrogarice, that 
if the forms of the two Houſes would have permitted him 
to correct and new model it, he could have improved it 
_ conſiderably. Still, however, there was nothing in the 
bill eſſentially objectionable; certainly nothing which 
could authorize any Peer of that Houſe to treat an uſeful, 
„ TT na | liberal, 
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liberal, and enlightened deſcription of men with harſhneſs 
or with ridicule, or with any expreſſions tending to diſparage 
either the ſupporters or the oppoſers of the bill. [Lord 


Thurlow here ſaid aloud that he had uſed no expreſſion of | 


any ſuch meaning or tendency. ] Such expreſſions are not 
generous when applied againſt parties who have no means 
of ſelf-defence, and no opportunity of contradiction. - 

It remained only to ſay a few words as to the exigency of 


the propoſed bill. And here it was 3 to obſerve 


that by the Eighteenth of George II. a Maſter and two 
Governors had been appointed to the body of Surgeons ; 
and it was provided that two of thoſe three ſhould be a 
quorum in aſſembling and holding all courts for the govern- 
ment of the corporation. It happened, however, that in 


1796 one of the three had died ſuddenly, and another had Hh 


been diſabled by a ſtroke of apoplexy. _ bY 
If under ſuch circumſtances the legality of the ſubſequent 
meeting had been vitiated, the whole powers given to the 
corporation were now voidable, if not void. In that cafe, 
and under a diſability which had ariſen from a diſpenſation 
of Providence, and not from any default of the parties, 


Parliament would be diſpoſed to meet the application of 


the petitioners with indulgence : and in truth Bey had'deſi- 
red little more than the ſame inſtitution and the ſame pow- 


ers which they had ſo long poſſeſſed and exerciſed. [Lord 
_ Thurlow here ſuggeſted that the petitioners might apply to 


the King for a charter.] No powers could be given by 
againſt ignorant adventurers and empirics. tot 

If, on the other hand, the corporation was to he confi- 
dered as ſtill in force under the Act of the Eighteenth of 
George II., all the powers ſo ſtrongly objected to by the 
learned Lord and by the other opponents of the bill, would 
continue to be exerciſed under the preſent Court of Aſſiſt- 


ants, inſtead of being transferred, with ſome ſalutary cor- 


rections, to the propoſed college, od Ws 
In the caſe of the preſent corporation becoming void by 
the circumſtance which had been mentioned, the rejection 


of the preſent bill would produce obvious and important 
difficulties. The whole profeſſion and practice of ſurgery 
would be left without regulation, or controul ; there would 
not even remain a legal mode of examining furgeons for 


the Army and Navy. . _ „„%%ͤ%ũł .. 
nder all theſe conſiderations, though always diſpoſed 
to reſpect the predominating 


4 


charter alone ſufficient for the protection of the public 


ſentiment of the Houſe, he 
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muſt declare it to be his with that their Lordſhips would 
adopt the Bill ſent from the Commons, and approved By 
three full committees on repeated examination and diſcuſ- 


- fron. A clauſe might be annexed to the Bill reſtricting 


its duration to three years. Such a clauſe would obviate 
all the preſent inconvenience, and would, within a ſhort 
period, bring tlie ſubje& again fully before Parliament. 
Ihe Bybip of Rocheſter ſaid, he agreed with his noble 
and learned Friend in many of the obſervations he had 
made, although he owned, he was rather inclined to favour 


the bill, At the fame time, he wiſhed that the preamble 


had ſtated the real fact, and acknowledged the true ground 


on which the application had been made to Parliament. In 
the preamble it ſtates that “whereas it hath been found by 
experience that the privileges and regulations of the ſaid 

act, (viz. the 18th of George the Second,) and the privileges, 


powers, and authorities veſted thereby, &c. &c. have not been 


_ Jufficient for the well ordering and regulating the affairs of the 
faid Corporation, and the practice of ſurgery,” &c. &c. now, it 
had come out in the evidence, that the Maſter and War- 
dens, in conſequence of having held an informal meeting, 


at which one warden was prevented from attending in con- 


ſequence of death. and another warden had alſo been pre- 
vented from attending by what was next to death, viz. by 


being confined to his bed by an apoplexy, which afterwards 
terminated in his death, conſidered the company as defunct. 


| A doubt of the fime nature had been entertained by others, 
who had inſiſted that the Corporation had no longer any 


legal exiſtence, and that it was but the carcaſe of a Cor- 


| poration without any vitality at all. Had that ground been 
avowed and it had been fairly ſtated, that the petitioners for 
the bill applied to Parliament for the neceſſary authority to 
reſcuſcitate their inanimate functions, they would certainly 
| have been better fortified in their application for it, but as 
the preamble now ſtood, with a view to the proviſions of the 
bill, it was undoubtedly true, as his noble and learned 


Friend had obſerved, that the clauſes of the bill and the 


_ preamble were irreconcileable. The fairgeons as a learned 
and ſcientific body deſired through the medium of the pre- 


ſent bill to be erected into a royal College. (Lord Thurlow 


aid, croſs the Houle, © and a trading company at the fame 


time”) and they required very few alterations in their corpo- 
rate government. All governments were to be judged by 
their effects, and by this rule, it ſhould appear that the Cor- 

Fe. „ . poration 
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poration of ſurgeons had been well governed, for there not only 
had not been any complaint againſt the government of the 
Corporation from the period of the inſtitution of it under 
the act of the 18th of George the Second, to the preſent 
time, but it was univerſally acknowledged, that, - what 
ſhould he call it, —his noble and learned Friend would not 
allow him to call it a ſcience, but he might be permitted 


to term it, the ſcientific art of ſurgery, was now brought 


to greater perfection in this metropolis, than in any part of 
the world. e „„ | 
His noble and learned Friend had thrown a good deal of 


ridicule on the ſupporters of the preſent bill, and he felt that 


he muſt ſubmit to take his ſhare of that ridicule. | In the 
beginning of the oppolition to the bill, he confeſſed he was 


inclined to think worſe of the opponents to it, than he at 


preſent believed they deſerved ; he thought he perceived 


ſomething of a levelling principle, ſomething of an equaliz- 


ing ſpirit at the bottum of the oppoſition to the bill, and he 


had no ſcruple to avow, that he conſidered democracy a mon- 


| ſer, that ought to be unkenneled from its Jurking places, 


carefully watched in all its windings and hunted down 


wherever it could be found. Democracy was a monſter, that 
in times like theſe ought to be cruſhed in its birth. Thence 
it was, that he had ſaid that in the Committee, which had 


excited his noble and learned Friend's pleaſantry and ridicule 


ſo much to the entertainment of their Lordſhips. But though 
he ſaw no objeCtion to erecting the Corporation of Surgeons into 
a Royal College, the idea of which was clearly founded on the fact 
of their being at this time a Royal College of the kind in 
Edinburgh and Dublin, and notwithſtanding that many parts 
of the bill, were mere copies of the proviſions of the former 
act, (that of 18 George the Second) and only re- enacted the 


clauſes of that ſtatute, there were in the preſent bill, ſome 


clauſes which he did not like and which did not pleaſe him, 
and two in particular, both of which ought not to, ſtand, In 
the firſt enacting clauſe, tneir Lordſhips on reference to the 
bill would find theſe words“ and that all the monies, ſtocks, 
% funds, rents, fecurities, debts, property, lands and tene- 
„ ments, eſtate and effects whatſoever, which did, at the 
time of paſting this act, belong to the faid Corporation or 


6 Company of the Surgeons, and all right and title to the 


* ſame, ſhall bez and the ſame and every part thereof ate, 


“ and hereby is, veſted in the ſaid College hereby eſtabliſhed; 
<« and that it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid College to 


« purchaſe, - 


626 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {Lorne 
« purchaſe, enjoy, and take any other lands, tenements, rents, 
& or hereditaments whereſoever ſituate, lying, and being, to- 
* gether with the houſe or houſes, lands and tenements above- 
& mentioned, the yearly rent or value of one thouſand pounds 
*in the whole, without incurring any of the penalties or 
« forfeitures of the ſtatute of Mortmain.” and by the 12th. 
enaCting clauſe, page 7, the ſuperviſal, controul, regulation 
and management of, in, and over all and ſingular, the lands, 
„ tenements, monies, ſtocks, funds, revenues, goods, effects, 
concerns, buſineſs, proceedings, and tranſactions, whatſoever 
belonging, due, owing, payable, or ariſing, or relating to the 
© ſaid College hereby created and eſtabliſhed, as aforeſaid, &c. 
* &c. ſhall be, and the fame are hereby ved in the Preſident, 
Vice-Preſidents, Cenſors, and Councillors hereby appointed, 
< and their ſucceſſors to be exerciſed by them, or the majority of 
them in Council aſſembled.” By the firſt of theſe clauſes their 
Lordſhips would perceive, that the entire property of the Col- 
lege was veſted in the Corporation at large, and by the other 
the ſuperviſal, controul, and management was veſted in the 
Select Committee of twenty-one. 
his was certainly irreconcileable, and not in his judgment 
quite prudent. It was furely a little extraordinary to veſt 
the entire property of the corporation in the whole body and 
then to give the management of it unlimitedly into the hands 
of a Committee, over whom the body at large were to have no 
ſort of check or controul whatſoever, let the abuſes practiſed be 
ever ſo flagrant and detrimental to the general intereſts of the 
corporation! He believed the perſons named in the bill, to be 
as reſpectable in character, and their integrity as pure and un- 
impeachable as that of any ſet of men to be found in the king- 
dom, but it was in his opinion never ſafe nor wiſe to eſtabliſh 
ſuch a Parliamentary precedent. nk EN 
With regard to the clauſe extending the juriſdiction of the 
college, he thought there was much ground of objection to it. 
He could not approve of the clauſe either in its principle, or 
its penalty. In the firſt place the words “ if any perſon or 
perſons &c. ſhall pragice ſurgery,” that ſurely was a moſt in- 
definite term and might be carried by conſtruction to a moſt 
comprehenſive and dangerous extent. As to the words that 
followed, in the clauſe, viz. © or profeſs to practice ſurgery, by 
word or writing, or any public action, ſign, or token, &c.“ 
he was aware that in the ſtatute 3, Henry VIII. Cap. 11. 
it was ſtated, ** that whereas common artificers and women have 
undertaken great cures, in which they practice ſorcery and witch - 
craft and apply ſuck remedies as are noious, &c.“ It was 
3h. 1 15 | | __ enacted, 
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enacted, therefore, that no perſons ſhall practice within Lon- 
don, or ſeven miles thereof, unleſs examined by the Biſhop of 
London or Dean of St. Paul's, four doctors of phyſic and per- 
ſons expert in ſurgery under the penalty of 51. and that clauſe 
at once fell in with the prejudice of the times, and was calcu- 
lated for a wholc{ome purpoſe, but he could not conceive it was 
neceſſary to copy the idea of it at this more enlightned day ; 
much more to accompany it with ſo large an increaſe of penalty 
as a penalty of ten pounds per month on each conviction, It 
certainly was not a very eaſy matter to define what ſurgery 
was. It was he believed generally conſidered as an external ap- 
plication either manual or curative to external diſorders, 
to which the human body was liable. Under that general de- 
ſcription might be comprehended a very extenſive deſcription 
of practitioners of ſurgery in all parts of the kingdom, many 
of whom adminiſtered their aſſiſtance to their neighbours gratis, 
and were actuated folely by charitable motives; others there 
were, who having applied themſelves ſeduoully to farriery, and 
to the cure of the diſorders incidental to the brute creation, at 
length ventured to try their {kill in endeavouring to relieve 

the pains of their fellow creatures, and in many cafes practiſed 
with great ſucceſs. He himſelf had witneſſed a ſingular in- 
ſtance of this in the north of England, in the perſon of a man 
named Taylor, who having long praCtiſed on horſes, and cows, 
felt bold enough at laſt to practice on theirowners, and particularly 
applied his {kill to the cure of cancers, or cancerous caſes as they 
are termed, though the faculty call them otherwiſe, and will 
not allow them to be of that nature. Certain, however it is, 
this Doctor Taylor, if he did not make perfect cures, as many 

of his patients conceived that he did, was at leaſt capable of 
producing great palliation of pain and anguiſh, in afflictions the 
moſt excruciating. And this he could avouch from his own know- 
| ledge, to have been the fact in the caſe of the brother of his noble 
and learned friend, (the late Biſhop of Durham), and alſo in 
a caſe of a brother of his own. This Doctor Taylor, his Lord- 
ſhip. ſaid, was a very illiterate man, but nevertheleſs in both 
the caſes to which he had alluded he adminiſtered great relief; 
it became therefore a queſtion whether if the clauſe in queſtion 
were to paſs without ſome modification or other, the public 
would not ſuffer, by having the means of ready relief cut off 
by a dread of the enforcement of ſo heavy a penalty? Upon 
the whole, though he approved of the object of the bill, and 
thought a great part of its proviſions fit and ſalutary, yet the 
objections that had been taken to it, and the neceſſity of alter- 
ing ſome of its clauſes, added to the advanced period of the 
= — ſeflion, 
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ſeſſion, the abſence of ſeveral noble Lords who had taken a 
part in it, and the little chance there was of opportunity for 
deliberately amending it, where it appeared to be defeCtive, 
made it impoſſible for him to reſiſt the motion of his noble and 
learned friend, that the bill be read again that day three 
months.“ , , ad Co» ER 
Lord Grantley roſe. to ſupport the motion, and reſiſt a bill 
_ that went to alienate the property of others without their con- 
ſent. His Lordſhip ſaid, he hoped, it would ever be held a 
 facred principle in that Houſe, that the property of their fellow 
ſubjects ſhould not be taken from them, unleſs they had done 
| ſomething that amounted to a ſufficient reaſon for depriving 
them of it, or unleſs it was clearly proved, that the alienating 
it was neceſſary for the public good, and thoſe who were to 
be deprived of their property were to receive an adequate com- 
penſation. He truſted that againſt next ſeſſion, all that lieat 
and animoſity which ſeemed to have been excited by the pre- 
ſent bill, would have ſubſided, and that the abilities of both 
parties might be employed in the mean time in digeſting a better 
ſyſtem, and framing a bill more agreeable to all intereſted, more 
practicable in itſelf, and more uſeful to the public. 1 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, that it was not unuſual for any 
party, who when they had by an accidental flip, been -guilty- 
of an informality in the exerciſe of powers veſtedin them as the 
executive of a body corporate, conceived they had vitiated their 
powers and thereby deſtroyed the corporation for which they 
acted, when they applied to Parliament, to re-animate their 
functions, to deſire at the ſame time to have ſuch new re- 
gulations made, as they had found to be neceſſary to prevent 
any of thoſe inconveniencies again ariſing, which they had ex- 
perienced under the exiſting regulations of the former corpora- 
tion. He muſt, nevertheleſs, ſay, that he really ſaw no ſtrik- 
ing or preſſing neceſſity for paſſing the bill immediately. He 
for one did not object to the clauſe, reſpecting the ſuperviſal, 
controul, and management of the lands, tenements, rents, mo- 
nies, funds, revenues, concerns, buſineſs, &c. of the corpora- 
tion; becauſe the bill veſted that controul, &c. in the hands 
of a few, as daily experience proved that ſuch management 
could only with ſafety be executed by a ſelect Committee 
acting with delegated powers, and that it was impracticable 
for a large and numerous body to act uſefully for themſelves. 
But he was clearly of opinion that a controuling power fhould 
exiſt ſomewhere, and that was not provided for by the preſent 
pill. He thought, therefore, upon every confideration that it 
would be better to ſuſpend the paſſing of the preſent bill, 2 
W 8 | | Hts that 
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that no ill conſequence could reſult from it, as the corporation 
of ſurgeons might if they tliought it neceſſary apply to the 


crown for a charter to renovate their functions, and might ſettle 


any regulation, that ſhould appear to be a reaſonable and neceſ= | 


fary regulations with the Attorney General. 


he queſtion was put, and the bill ordered to be read a third 


time that day three months. 


Several bills were brought up from the Houſe of Commons, 


| preſented, and read a firſt time, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
 WepnesDar, Juh 19. 
APPEAL—BOWES v. STRATHMORE, 


Counſel were heard for the appellant in this caſe, which 
was an appeal from a decree of the Court of Chancery 


Andrew Robinſon Bowes, Eſq. v. Mary Eleanor, Count: ſs of 
Strathmore. Their Lordſhips did not en it e to 


hear the Reſpondent's Counſel. 
The Lord Chancellor after taking a ſhort view of the caſe, 


in which his opinions were decidedly in favour of the re- ? 
ſpondent, moved their e to affirm the decree of the 


Court of Chancery; and as a ſignal mark of their diſappro- 


bation of the appellant's conduct, to adjudge him to pay 


150l. coſts, which was ordered accordingly. 


The royal aſſent was given to fifty-two public and private 
bills; among the former were, the Scots Diſtillery, the ad- 
ditional Horſe duty, the Clocks and Watches duty, he 
Male Servants duty, the Lottery, the Copper Coin, the 
Conveyance Forgery, the Bankrupts Frauds, the Slave 
Carrying, the Southern Whale Fiſhery, the Unlawful Oaths, 


the Inſolvent Debtors, the National Debt, the Royal No- 


tice, and the Scots Militia bills. The Commiſlioners were 
the Lord Chancellor, the Earl of We e and Earl 


Spencer. 


The various bills upon me table paſſed thro! their final 3 


ſtages. 


After their Lordſhips had waited a very 3 time, Mr. 


Secretary Dundas, accompanied by the Chancellorof the Eæche- 
quer, and other members, preſented from the Houſe of Com- 


mons the Eaſt India Judicature bill, which was immediately 94 


paſſed through it's ſeveral ſtages. 
Adjourned at half pail ſix o'clock. 


. 797. 4 HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


WEDNESDAY, Fuly 19. 


The Speaker attended in the Houſe of Lords, where the 

Royal Aﬀent was given by commiſſion to a awed of public 
and private bills. 

New Writs were ordered for Dover. 7 in the room of Mr. 

155 Pybus, made a Lord of the Treaſury; for Penryhn, in the 

room of Mr. Wallace, made a Lord of the Admiralty ; for 

Orford, in the room of Lord Caſtlereagh, who has accepted 


pol the Chiltern Hundreds; for Arundel, in the room of Sir 


G. Thomas, who has accepted of the Chiltern Hundreds; 
for Newark, in the room of Thomas Manners Sutton, Eſq. 
| who has accepted the office of Juſtice of Merioneth, Angle- 

ſea, and Carnarvonſhire. 
A meſſage was received from the Lords informing the. 
Houſe, that they had agreed to the India Judicature bill, and 
Calcutta and Bombay Court bill, &c. with amendments. 
On the ſecond reading of the amendments, | 
The Speaker informed the Houſe that the amendment of 
the Lords to the India Judicature bill, by which the words 
requiring the counter-ſign of the Prefident of the Board of 
Controul to be applied to the warrant for conferring a pen- 


ſion on ſuch perſons as ſhould receive it under the bill, were 


omitted, was ſuch as could not be agreed to by the Houſe, | 
becauſe contingently and eventually it might affect the pub- 
lic money in a way in which the Houſe had not origmally 
determined. There were two modes of proceeding, either 
to reject the amendment and requeſt a conference with the 
Lords, or move to put off the conſideration for three months. 
Mir. Secretary Dundas acknowledged the propriety of what 
the Speaker had obſerved, and moved that it be put off for 
three months. 8 
| There was a ſimilar amendment in the other bill, and the 
ſame obſervations followed. 

Mr. Dundas then ſaid, that as there was + precedent os 
| Tuch a proceeding, he hoped there would be no objeCtion to 
allow a new bill to be brought in, and paſs through all its 
| ſages in one day, and to comply with the 5 he propoſed 

to convert both into one bill. | 

Sir 7ohn Sinclair doubted the propriety of making ſuch 
proceedings frequent. 

Mr. Baker ſaid a few words, after which leave was given, 

the bill was brought in, and read a firſt ang ſecond time. In 
| ; „ 
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the Committee ſome converſation took place between Mr. 


Baker, Mr. Dundas and Mr. York. Mr. Baker propoſed that 


the period of ſervice for which the Judges ſhould be enabled 
to be recalled on penſion, ſhould be ten years. This was 
rejected, but the term ſeven now ſtands inſtead of ue. 

The report was immediately received, agreed to, and the 
bill read a third time. 


Mr. Ablot brought up a farther report from the Finance 


Committee, which was ordered to lie on the ae ned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
THURSDAY, July 20. 
This day, about half paſt three o'clock, P. M. the King 


came down to the Houſe of Lords for the purpoſe of proro- * 
guing Parliament, and being ſeated on the Throne with his 
officers of ſtate around him, Sir Francis Molyneux, (Deputy 
Uſher of the Black Rod) was ſent to. require the attendance | 


of the Commons. 


The Houſe of 8 attended in 3 kb” 
| Majeſty's command, and the Speaker im coming to the bar 


addreſſed the King in a ſhort, but neat, ſpeech, of which on / 


| following was the ſubſtance : 


The Houſe of Commons, he ſaid, had, through a long ; 


and arduous ſeſſion, diſcharged their important duties in 5 
ſuch a way as to juſtify the truſt repoſed in them by the na- 
tion. They had taken the moſt effectual meaſures for, ſecur- 


ing the defence of the country againlt the attacks of its 
foreign enemies, while at the ſame time they had not been 

forgetful of the means of-preſerving internal order and tran- 
quility, without the maintenance of which no government 


could long exiſt. In the courſe of the ſeſſion they had been 


under the neceſſity of impoſing burthens upon the people, to 
a very unuſual extent, but they had the conſolation of think- 
ing that the grants which they had made for the public ſer- 
vice would be applied with the ſtricteſt and moſt rigid œco- 


nomy, while they would enable his Majeſty to make further 
exertions ſhould they be found to be neceſſary. He had ſome 


bills in his hand, which the Houſe of Commons had , 
and to which they requeſted his Majeſty's aſſent. 

His aſſent being given to the bills, the King was pleaſed. 
to read the following molt gracious ii peech from the Throne: : 


* LORDS AND, GENTLEMEN, 


40 I cannot pur an end to this Seſſion of Partiament with: ut returning you m y 
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moſt ſincere and cordial thanks for the aſſiduity and zeal with which you have ap- 
plied yourſelves to the important objects which have required your attention, and 


for the wiſdom and firmneſs which you have manifeſted in the new and difficult 
, emergencies for which you have had to provide. 


&« I muſt particularly expreſs the juſt ſenſe I entertain of the falutary and ef- 
fectual proviſions which you made for ſtrengthening the means of national de- 


| Fence; and the meaſures adopted for obviating the inconveniencies which were to 
be apprehended to credit from the temporary ſuſpenſion of payments in caſh by 


the Bank; as well as of the promptitule, vigour, and effect with which you af- 


forded Me your aſſiſtance and ſupport in ſuppreſſing the daring and treaſonable 


mutiny which broke out in a part of My fleet ; and in counteraCting ſo dangerous 


and pernicious an example. 


cc I have the ſatisfaQtion to acquaint you, that, fince the acceſſion of the preſent 


Emperor of Ruſſia, the commercial engagements. between the two countries have 
been renewed in ſuch a manner as will, I doubt not, materially conduce to their 
mutual intereſts. 


«© GENTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


« I muſt return you my particular thanks for the liberal and 8 provi- | 
non which you have made for the various exigencies of the public ſervice, and 


while 1 lament the neceſſity which encreaſed them to ſo large an amount, it is a 
| conſolation to Me to obſerve the attention you employed in diſtributing the heavy 


durthens, which they occaſioned, in ſuch a manner as to render their 9 ay 
little ſevere as poſſible to My people. CES, 


% MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, 
The iſſue of the important negociation in which I a es is yet uncer- 


tain; but, whatever may be the event, nothing will be wanting on My part to 
bring it to a ſucceſsful termination, on on ſuch conditions as may be conſiſtent with 
the ſecurity, honour, and eſſential intereft of My dominions. , In the mean time, 


nothing can ſo much tend to forward the attainment of peace, as the continuance 
of that zeal, exertion, and public ſpirit, of which My ſubjeAs have given ſuch 
conſpicuous and honourable proofs, and of which the perſeverance and firmneſs of 


Parliament has afforded them ſo firiking an example.“ 


The Lord Chancell:r, by his Maj eſty's command, then laid v 


MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, | 
« It is his Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure that this e be prorogued 


to Thurſday, the 5th day of October next, to be then here holden; and this Par- 
liament is accordingly prorogue *to Thurſday, the 5th day of October next.” 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
THURSDAY, July 20. 


New writs were ordered for the election of burgeſſes to 
ſerve i in Parliament for the borough of Old Sarum, in the 


room 
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room of Lord Mornington, who, ſince his election, has ac- 


cepted of the Chiltern Hundreds; and for the diſtrict of 
boroughs of Pettenweem, Anſtruther eaſter, Anſtruther 
weſter, Crail, and Kilrenny, in the room of John Anſtru- 
ther, Eſq. who, ſince his election, has accepted the office of 
Chief Juſtice of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Cal- 
cutta- 1 


Mr. Abbott brought up another report from the Committee 
of Finance, which was ordered to be printed. 


The Speaker, with the Houſe, attended in the Houſe of 


Lords in obedience to his Majeſty's command, and on their 
return the Speaker read the King's ſpeech at the table. 
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The following BILLS received the Royal Aſſent in the courſe 


of the Seflion, commencing September 27, 1796, and 
ending July 20, 1797, and were all the.-yuBLic ACTS 
of that period. ER De Ne 
2d November. AN Act for granting an aid to his Majeſty by a Land 
| | | tax, to be raiſed in Great-Britain, for the fervice 
of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-ſeven. | 

« An AQ for continuing and granting to his Majeſty certain duties on 
Malt, Mum, Cyder, and Perry, for the ſervice of the year one thouſand 
ieven hundred and ninety- ſeven. | | 


Nov. 11. An Act for providing an augmentation to the Militia, to 


be trained and exerciſed in the manner theirin directed; and for enabling 
his Majeſty to cauſe the ſame to be embodied, in caſe of neceſſity, for the 
defence of theſe kingdoms. . 5 | 
An Act for raiſing a certain number of men in the ſeveral counties in 
England, for the ſervice of his Majeſty's army and navy. _ | 
« An Adt for raiſing a certain number of men, in the ſeveral counties, 


ſtewartries, royal burghs, and towns, in that part of Great Britain, called 


Scotland, for the ſervice of his Majeſty's army and navy. 


« An Act for enabling his Majeſty to raiſe a provincial force of Ca- 


valry to be embodied, in caſe of neceſſity, for the defence of theſe king- 
doms. DIE 1 905 | 


« An Act to continue for a limited tics; and amend, an AR made in 


the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, intituled, . An Act to prohibit the exporta- 


tion of Corn, Meal, Flour and Potatoes, and to permit the importation of 
Corn and other articles of proviſion, for a limited time, in any ſhips what- 
ever, without payment of duty, and for permitting Wheat, Wheat Flour, 
and Meal, imported in order to obtain the bonnties granted by an Act of 
the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, but which have not been found fit for making 
Bread, to be uſed in the manufacture of Starch, Hair Powder and Blue, 
or in the diſtillation of low Wines and Spirits 


« An Act to continue for a limited time, an Act made in the thirty- 
fifth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for permitting thEimporta-. 


tion of organizined Thrown Silk, Flax, and Flax Seed, into this kingdom 


in ſhips or veſſels belonging to any kingdom or ſtate in amity with his 


_ Majeſty.” Sr 
2 An Act for granting Annuities to ſatisfy certain Navy, Victualling, 
Tranſport, and Exchequer Bills.“ | FE | 


u | | 
December 23. © An Act for raiſing the ſum of eighteen millions by 


way of Annuities.” i | 

« An Act to indemnify ſuch perſons as have omitted to qualify them - 
ſelves for offices and employments, and to indemnify Juſtices of Peace, or 
others who have omitted to regiſter or deliver in their qualifications, with- 


in the time limited by law, and for giving further time for thoſe purpoſes, 


and to indemnify members and officers in cities, corporations, and borough 


towns, whoſe admiſſions have been omitted to be ſtamped according to 


law, or having been ſtamped have been loſt or miſlaid, and for allowing 
them time to provide admiſſions duly ſtamped ; to give further time to 
ſuch perſons as have omitted te make and file affidavids of the execution 
of indentures of clerks to attornies and ſolicitors ; and for indemnifying 


deputy- 
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deputy-lieutenancy and officers of the militia, who have neglected to tranſ- 
mit deſcriptions of their qualifications to the clerks of the peace within 
the time limited by law, and for allowing further time for that purpoſe.” 
An Act to continue ſeveral Acts, made in the thirty-fifth and thirty- 
ſixth years of his preſent Majeſty's reign, reſpecting the admiſſion of certain 
articles of merchandize in neutral ſhips, and the ifluing of orders in Coun- 
cil for that purpoſe for a limited time.? _ | „ 
An Act to enable the company of proprietors of the Dudley Canal 
Navigation to raiſe a further ſum of money for completing the ſaid Navi- 
gation, and for amending the ſeveral Acts retating thereto.” , = 
&« An Act for amending, widening, altering, improving, and keeping 
in repair the road from Rochdale, through Bamford and Birtle to Bury, 
and for making and maintaining three ſeveral branches of road therefrom, 
all in the county Palatine of Lancafter.* e : 
« An AQ for amending, widening, turning, altering, improving, and 
keeping in repair, the road from or near Guide Poſt, at or near a certain 
place ca'led Sudden Bridge, in the townſhip of Caſtleton, within the pariſh 
of Rochdale, in the county Palatine of Lancaſter, to the north eaſterly end 
of a certain det or place, in the town of Bury, within the pariſh of 
Bu ry, in the faid coun y, called Clerke Street, and for makng a new road, 
from and vut ot the laid road, at or near a place called Captain Fold, in the 
townſhip of Caſtleton aforeſaid, to communicate as well with the turnpike- 
road leading from the town of Rochdale to the town of Mancheſter in the 
ſaid county, as alſo with the Rochdale Canal, at or near a place called tage 
Blue Pitts, in the ſaid townſhip of Caſtleton.” | 5 „ 
December 28. © An Act for granting to his Majeſty additional duties 
of Exciſe on Auctions, Bricks, Cocoa-nuts, Britiſh and Foreign Spirits, 
n,, | „„ . mr ny 3G: 
4 An Act for granting to his Majeſty certain duties of Cuſtoms of 
_ Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, imported into, exported from, or 
brought and carried coaſtwiſe within Great- Britain, except Wine, and 
except Coals, when brought or carried coaſtwiſe ; and for applying the 
money to ariſe by virtue of an Act, paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
intituled, „an Act for reduction of the drawbacks and beunties now al- 
lowed on the exportation of Sugar, towards defraying the encreaſed 
charge occaſioned by any loan granted, or ſtock created, by any Act or 
Acts paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament,” _ | | 45 
„ An Act for granting to his Majeſty an additional duty on Stage 
Coaches. > | a 5 | e 
* An Act for granting to his Majeſty certain additional duties on 
Diſtilleries in Scotland, and on the exportation of Britiſh made Spirits, 
from England to Scotland, and from Scotland to England.? | 
«© An At for altering certain rates of Poſtage for conveyance of Letters 
in England and Scotland, reſpeCtively, and of Packets to and from Great- 
Britain, from and to Portugal, and the Britiſh.Colonies in America, re- 
ſpectively, and for ſetting apart, at the receipt of the Exchequer, for a 
certain period, out of the revenues of the Poſt-Office, the aunual ſum of 


forty thouſand pounds, towards defraying the encreaſed charge occaſioned N 


by any loan raiſed, or ſtock created, by any Act or Acts paſſed in the 
thirty- fifth 7 of the reign of his preſent Majeſty.” 5 
« An At for the more effrctually ſecuring the Stamp Duties on Inden. 
tures, Leaſes, Bonds, and other Deeds.“ W dey ode | 
« An Act for extending the time, limited by an A& of this ſeſſion of 
1 0 Ne Parliament, 
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Parliament, for delivering in Navy, Victualling, Tranſport, and Exche- 
quer Bills.“ | 


An Act for authorizing his Majeſty for a limited time to make regu- 


lations reſpecting the Trade and Commerce to and from the Cape of God 


Hope. | : ip, | 
; «© An Act for amending, widening, and keeping in repair the road 
from Magdalen Gate, in the city of Norwich, to the King's Arms Inn, 
in the North Walſham, in the county of Norfolk.“ 7 

% An Act for allowing further time for the payment of Inſtalments, to 


become due on certain ſums advanced by way of loan, purſuant to an Act 


of the thirty-fitth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, © an 
Act for enabling his Majeſty to Erect the iſſue of Exchequer Bills, to a 
limited amount, for the purpoſes and in the manner therein mentioned; 
and for granting further relief te perſons connected with and trading to the 
iſlands of Grenada and St. Vincent.” _ . | | 

An A to provide for the more ſpeedy payment of all Navy, Victu- 
alling and Tranſport Bills, that ſhall be iſſued in future.“ | 

&« An Act to explain and amend an Act, made in this preſent ſeſſion 

of Parliament, intituled, “ an Act for providing an augmentation to the 
Militia, to be trained and exerciſedan the manner therein directed, and 
for enabling his Majaſty to cauſe the ſame to be embodied in caſe of neceſ- 
ſity, for the defence of theſe kingdoms.” 


« An AQ to explain and amend an Act made in the preſent ſefion of-.- 


Parliament, intituled, “an Act for enabling his Majefty to raiſe a pro- 
vincial foree of Cavalry, to be embodied in caſe of neceſſity, for the de- 
fence of theſe kingdoms.” . . SEE 1 

An Act to explain and amend an Act made in this preſent ſeſſion of 


Parliament, intituled, “an Act for raiſing a certain number of men in 
the ſeveral counties in England, for the ſervice of his Majeſty's army and 


navy.” | 33 | | n | 
„ An Act for the better raiſing and ordering the Militia forces of the 
Tower Hamlets, in the county of Middleſex.” 


March 3. An Act to remove doubts reſpecting Promiſſory Notes 


of the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, for payment of 
ſums of money under five pounds.“ 


% An Act for making and maintaining a Navigable Canal from Guinea 


Port, in the pariſh of St. Breack, in the county ot Cornwall, to Dunmeer 


Bridge, in the pariſh of Bodmin, in the ſaid county, and alſo a certain 
collateral cut from Cotton Wood, to or near to Ruthern Bridge, in the ſaid 
pariſh of Bodmin.”” | „ | 

* An Act for enabling the company of proprietors of the Grantham 


Canal Navigation to finith and complete the ſame; and the collateral cut 


to communicate therewith, and for amending the Act of Parliament paſſed 
in the thirty third year of the reign of bis preſent Majeſty, for making and 
maintaining the ſaid canal and collateral cut.“ ETD 

« An AR for continuing the term, and altering and enlarging the 
powers of two Acts of Parliament, paſſed in the twenty- ſecond year of the 
_ reign of King George the Second, and in the tenth year of the reign of 
his preſent Majeſty, for repairing and widening ſeveral rods in the county 
of Suſſex, ſo far as the 1aid Acts relate to the road Jeading from the 
Bridge, at the north end of Farnhurſt-lane, through Midhurſt, to the city 
of Chicheſter, and from Chichefter aforeſaid to Deikey, all in the ſaid 
county of Suſſex. 132 | | 


VoL, III. 1797. e | March 


Ip l =Y 
— — — nates eg wn — — 
— : : S ” 


————— 
2 


. —— 
5 


. 2 


— — 


7 4; — - 5 — — — — ä 1 * = 
8 : - 2 — > RX YET * 8 = . dt nb. oe oe ae x w 
* 2 7 IS py £ — — * 2 
= bt =S = x p ” — — — "og 
. — _ -w— - — - = _ * — * I 8 
* 1 1 — _ I = n I 
» 


——— — ng rs 
- N — 
n = 88 
, —— 


. tr 
— — — — 2 
2 7 24 2 


"ny nt eg > 


— 3 


— 


RR —— 
— 

* 811 
8 13 


. — 
u. 
— 


— 
— 


nn 
n 
— — — 


eee 
moi > 
—— 2 


638] 


with water,” | 


—5 a> 
= 


2 A 
r 2 


PUBLIC ACTS. 


March 7. „An Act to enable the Eaſt-India company to raiſe money 
by further increaſing their capital ſtock, and to extend the proviſions now 
exiſting, reſpecting the preſent ſtock of the company, to the ſaid encreaſed 
ſtock.” OE re | | $f 

March 10. „ An AQ for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, and for 
the better payment of the Army and their quarters.“ jk = 

« An Act to ſuſpend, for a limited time, the operation of two Acts of 
the fifteenth and ſeventeenth years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for 
reſtraining the negotiation of Promiflory Notes and Inland Bills of Ex- 
change, under a limited ſum, within that part of Great-Britain, called 
England.” ey: . | | 

March 24. An AQ for the regulation of his Majeſty's Marine 
forces while on ſhore.” “ | © 

« An Att for appointing Commiſſioners for putting in execution an 


Ad for this ſeſſion of Parliament, intiruled, *“ an Act for granting an aid 


to his Majeſty by a Land Tax, to be 1aifed in Great- Britain, for the ſer- 


vice of the year one thouſand {even hundred and ninety- ſeven.“ 


„ An Att to enable the company of proprietors of the Navigable Canal 


from the Trent to the Merſey, to make a Navigable Canal from and out 
of a certain branch of their {aid Navigation, called the Caldon Canal, at 
or near Endon, to or near the town of Leek, in the county of Stafford, 


and alſo a reſervoir for ſupplying the ſeveral Canals of the ſaid company 


« An Att to enlarge the terms and powers of two ſeveral Acts of Par- 


liament, the one made in the twenty third year of the reign of his late 


Majeſty, and the other in the eleventh year of his preſent Majeſty, for re- 


_ pairing the road from the city or York over Skipbridge to Boroughbridge, 
in the county of York.” e | | : 


&« An Act for continving the term, and altering and enlarging the 
powers of two Accs, paſſed in the wenty-ninth year of the reign of his 


late Majeſty King George the Second, and in the fifteenth year of the 


reign of his preſent Majeſty, ſo far as the ſame relate to the roads from 
Baſingſtoke, through Popham- lane, Sutton Scotney, and Stockbridge, in 
the county of Southampton, to a place called Lobcomb Corner, in the 


county of Wilts.” | 


« An Act for reviving, continuing, and amending an Act, paſſed in. 
the eleventh year of his preſent Majeſty, for repairing and widening the 
road leading from Wem, in the county of Sajop, to the Lime Rocks at 


Bion-y- Gartb, and ſeveral other roads in the counties of Salop and Den- 
| bigh 5 : 


«K An Act for enlarging the term and powers of certain Acts, paſſed in 


the third, ſeventeenth, and thirticth years of the reign of his late Majeſty, and 


the thirteenth year of his preſent Majeſty, for repairing the ſeveral roads in 
the counties of Warwick, Worceſter, and Glouceſter, ſo far as relate to 
the road leading from a gate, called Skipton Toll-Gate, at Bridge- Town, 
in the pariſh of Old Stratford, through Alderminſter and Shipſton upon 
Stower, to the top of Long Compton: Hill, in the ſaid county of War- 


38 wick.“ 


March 27. % An Act to continue the laws now in force, for regulat- 
ing the trade between the ſubjects of his Majeſty's dominions and the in- 
habitants of the territories belonging to the United States of America, ſo 
far as the ſame relate to the Trade and Commerce carried on between this 
kingdom, and the inhabitants of the countries belonging to the ſaid United 
States.“ | | Tn | 


* A 
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«© An Act for defraying the charge of the pay and cloathing of the Mi- 
litia in that part of Great-Britain called England, for the year one thou- 
fand ſeven hundred and ninery-ſeven.”” 1 15 | 

« An Act to explain and amend an Act, made in this preſent ſeſſion of 
Parliament, intituſed “ an Act tor railing a certain number of men in the 
ſeveral counties, ſtewartries, royal burghs, and towns, in that part of 
Great Britain, called Scotland, for the ſervice of his Majeſty's army and 
ren, 8 5 | | | | | 

An Act to allow the Banks, and certain Banking Companies in 
that part of Grezt-Britain called Scotland, to iſſue Notes for ſums, under 
a certain amount, for a limited time, and for indemnifying all perſons who 
3 iſſued Notes for ſmall ſums of money in that part of the united king-- 
dom.“ EE | 

An Act for more effectually making and repairing certain roads in 

the ſtewartries of Kirkcudbright, and for amending an Act, made in the 
twentie:h year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for repairing the high- 
ways, bridges, and ferries, within the ſaid ſtewartry.““ | 
April 24. An Act for increaſing the rates of ſubſiſtence to be paid 
to Innkeepers and others, on quartering ſoldiers.” | | 
„An A for building a new Chapel at Plymouth Dock, in the pariſh 
of Stoke Damerel, in the county of Devon.” x | 
& An Act for amending and rendering more effectual an Act, paſſed in 
the thirty-third year of the reign of his preſent Mijefty, for paving, light- 
ing, cleaſing, and otherwiſe improving, the town or Ipſwich, in the county 
of Suffolk, and for removing and preventing encroachment, obſtructions, 
and annoyances therein.“ | Os | : 

« An Act for altering and amending an Act paſſed in the eighteenth 

year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled “ an AQ for paving, 
cleanſing, lighting, and watching the town of Northampton, and for re- 
moving and preventing encroachments, obſtratiions, and annoyances. 
therein, and for continuing the term of certain tolis by the ſaid Ack 
granted.“ | h | 

An At for completing, widening, and keeping in repair the road 
from Weſt Lavington, unta and through the town of the Devizes, to the 
houſe known by the name of the Green Man, in Seend, in the county of 
Wilts, and from Rowde Ford, through the D2vizes Market Place, to 
join the Beckhampton Turnpike- road, near Wanddyke, and trom the eaſt 
end of the Devizes aforeſaid, to the top of Red Huute Hill, in the ſaid 
county of Wilts.” ENS 5 

An Act for repairing and widening the road leading from the town 
and port of Dover, through the town and borongh of Deal, to a certain 
place in the pariſh of Sholden, called Foulmead Field, and for making a 
new road through part of the ſaid field, and Hack linge Brooks, and part. 
of a certain other ficid called Word Field, to or. near to a meſſuage or farm 
houſe, called Upton Farm, in the pariſh of Worth, otherwiſe Word, and 
for repairing and widening the road from thence to the town and port of 
Sandwich.“ Ne | | 1 85 | | 

« An Act to continue the term, and alter and enlarge the powers of 
an AR of the eleventh year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, for more effec. 
tually repairing and amending the roads from Liverpool to Preſcot, Aſh- 
ton, and Warrington, and other roads therein mentioned, in the county 
palatine of Lancatter.” . 3 | 
„ An Act for amending, altering, widening, improving, and keeping in 
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repair the road from the preſent turnpike- road at „Holmes Chapel, io the 
county palatine of Cheſter, leading trom Hulmes Chapel to Knutsford, to 
the South Bridge in Chelſord, in the ſaid county, near to Chelſord Chapgl* | 

% An Act for continuing the term, aud altering and enlar ging the 
powers of three Acts paſſed in the third and ſeventeenth years of his late 
Majeſty King George the Second, and in the ſixteenth year of the reign of 
his preſent Majeſty, for repairing the road trom that part of Chatham, 
which lies next to the city of Rocheſter to St. Dunſtan's Croſs, near the 
city of Canterbury, in the county of Kent, and for amending and widen- 
ing the road from the turnpike- road, at or near a place called Makenade 
Corner, in the pariſh of Preſton, to Bagham Croſs and Shalmsford- lane 
End, in the pariſh of Chilham, in the ſaid county.“ 

May 3. An Act for confirming and continuing for a limited time, 
the reſtriction contained in the Minute of Council ot the twenty-fixth of 
February, one thouſand even hundred and ninęty-ſeven, on payments of 
. caſh by the Bank,” | 

* An Act for making certain annuities created by the Parliament of 
the kingdom of Ireland, transfer able, and the dividends thereon, payable 
at the Bank of England, and for the better ſecurity of the proprietors of 
ſuch annuities, and of the Gove raor and Company of the Bank of Eng- 
land.” 

« An At for diſcharging the eſtates of John Yeldham, Eſq. from cer- 
tain demands of the crown, upon the conditions therein mentioned.“ 

„An Act for altering, amending, and rendering more effeQual two 
Acts, made in the eleventh and fifteenth years of the reign of his preſent 
_ Majeſty, for the regulation and improvement of the fiſheries in the river 
Tweed, and the rivers and ſtreams running into the ſame, and alſo within 
the mouth or entrance of the faid river.” © FE 

„% An Act for repairing, improving, and maintaining, the harbour of 
Eyemouth, in che county of Berwick.” 


% An Att for repairing, deepening, enlarging, and preſerving the har- 
bour of Barmouth, in the county of Merioneth.”? _ 

An Act for enabling the company of proprietors of the Leiceſter Na- 
vigation, to finiſh and complete their ſeveral works, and to diicharge the 
debts contracted in the making thereof, and for amending an Act, paſſed 
in the thirty-firſt year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, tor making the 
ſaid navigation, and feveral ether works, in {uch Act mentioned.“ 

* An Act for regulating and converting the ſtatute labour, in the county 
of Fife, and fore more effectually making. and repairing the highways 
within the faid county.” 

An AG ior enlarging the term and powers of the ſeveral Acts, paſſed 
in the thirty-firſt year of the reign of his late Majeſty, and in the firſt and 
eighteenth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for repairing the road 
from Leeds to Sheffield, in the county of York, ſo tar as the ſame re late to 
the road from Wakefield to Sheffield.“ 

« An Act for enlarging the term and powers of an Act made in the 
ſevenceenth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for repairing the road 
from Halitax to Sheffield, in the Weſt Riding of the county of York, ſo 
far as the fame relate to the road from Peniſtone to Sheffield.“ 

„ An Act for enlarging the term and powers of fo much of an Act, 
paſſed | in the thirty-fourth year of his preſent Majeſty's reign. as relates to 
the road from the Toll Houſe in Paiſley- lane, at the weſt tide of the entry 


to the Ne Bridge Glaſgow, by or near Park- houfe, to the eaſt end of the 
bridge at Renfrew,” | WS EE 


«© An 
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ce An Act for enlarging the term and powers of ſeveral Acts made in 
the twenty-ſixth, twenty-ſeventh, and thirtieth years of his late Majeſty's. 
reign, and in twenty-ninth, and thirty-ſecond years of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's reign, for making and repairing the roads from Gorbals of Glaſ- 
gow to Floak Bridge and Eaſter Grange, in the county of Renfrew, and 
other roads in the 131d county, and for making and repairing certain other 
roads in the {aid county, branching from, or connected with the roads men- 
tioned in the ſaid Acts.“ 5 | | | 
&« An Act for amending and rendering more effectual ſo much of twa 
Acts made in the twenty-ninth and thirty-third year> oi the reign of his 
preſent Majefty for making and repairing certain roads in the county of - 
Perth, as relates to the roads from Perth to Cricti, and the branches there- 
„ | ON 1 
«© An A& for more effectvally amending, improving, and keeping in 
repair the road from the Weſt Cowgate, near the town of Newcaſtle upon 
Tyne, through the weſt end of Kenton, Ponteland, Highham Dykes, 
Newham Edge, Beliay Mill, and South Middleton, to the north fide of the 
river Wanſpeek, in the county of Northumberland, and allo the road 
leading from the ſaid road to the Alemouth turnpike- road.? | 
An Act for repairing, widening, and improving the public high road 
leading from Milnthorp to Kirkby Lonſdale, in the county of Weſtmore- 
land.“ a 3 | | 
May 9. An Act for carrying into execution his Majeſty's Order in 
Council of the third day of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- 
ſeven, for an increaſe of pay and provinons to the ſeamen and marines 
- ſerving in his Majeſty's navy, and to amend ſo much of an Act made in 
the thirty- fifth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, as enables petty 
officers and ſeamen, non- commiſſioned officers or marines, to allot part of 
their pay for the maintenance of their wives, children, or mothers,” | 
& An Act for authorizing the company of proprietors of the Glouceſter 
and Berkely Canal Navigation to vary the ſize of a certain part of the ſaid 
Canal, ſo as to render the execution thereof more eaſy, expeditious, and 
leſs expenſive, and for altering and amending the Act, paſſed in the thirty- 
third year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for making the ſaid canal.” 
« An Act for taking down and rebuilding the pariti church of Mil- 
| brooke, in the county of Southampton, and for enlarging the church-yard 
of the ſaid pariſh,” | F 
« An Act to amend an AR made in the twentieth year of the reign of 
his preſent Majeſty, for building a bridge acrols the river Wye, between 
Whitney and Clifford, in the county of Hereford.” EOS RE 
« An Act for amending, widening, altering, and keeping in repair, 
the road leading from a place called Marton's Corner, in the town of Wel- 
lingborough, in the county of Northampton, to the eaſt end of Abington- 
ſtreet, in the tewn of Northampton.” | 8 I, 
« An Act for altering, amending, and enlarging.the term and powers 
of an Act made in the thirty-fourth year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, 
5 making and repairing certain roads in the counties of Clackmanan and 
erth.“' | 1 | ns Wee: g 
May 11. © An AX for railing the ſum of fourteen millions five hun- 
dred thouſand pounds by way of Annuities.” _ „ 
«© An Ad tor repairing or rebuilding the bridge over the river Severn, 
in the town of Bridgnorth, in the county of Salop, and fer opening con- 
venient avenues thereto," | 2 | | | 
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May 25. «An AK for guaranteeing the payments of dividends on a 
loan of one million fix hundred and twenty thouſand pounds to the Em- 
peror of Germany, and the regular redemption of the capital to be created 

thereby; for enabling the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, 
to retain the ſums granted for repaying advances made by them for the 
public ſervice, and for repaying to the contributors to the loans of fourteen _ 
millions five hundred thouland pounds, and one million fix hundred and 
twenty thouſand pounds, che exceſs of their depoſits beyond the propor- 
tional depoſits to the ſaid loans.“ 

«© An Act to amend an Act, made in the thirty-fourth vear of the reign 

of his preſent Majeſty, intituled an Act for granting to his Majeſty cer- 
tain Stamp Duties on Indentures of Clerkſhip to Solicitors and Attornies 

in any of the Courts in England, therein ment:onç. J.“ a 

« An Ac to revive, amend, and continue for a limited time, an A& 
paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, intituled „an Act to ſuſpend 

tor a limited time, the operation of two Acts, of the fifteenth and ſeven- 
teenth years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for reſtraining the negotia- 
tion of Promillory Notes, and Inland Bills of Exchange, under a limited | 

fum, within that part of Great- Britain, called Eu gland. . . 

« An Act to revive and continue for a limited time, and amend an At, 

_ paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, intituled, * An Act to allow the 
Banks and certain Banking Companies, in that part of Great- Britain, 
called Scotland, to iſſue Notes for Sums under a certain amount, for a 

limited time; and for indemnifying all perſons who have iſſued Notes for 

ſmall ſums of money in that part of the united Kingdoms. ? 

* An Act for granting to foreign ſhips, put under kh Majeſty” s pro- 
tection the privileges of prize ſhips, under certain regulations and re- 
ſtrictions, and for allowing Aliens in foreign colonies, furrendered to his 
Majeſty, to exerciſe the occupations of merchants or factors. | 

„An At for indemnifying Governors, Lieutenant- Governors, and 
perfons acting as ſuch in the Weſt- India Iflands, who have permitted the 

importation and exportation of goods and commodities in foreign bottoms.”? 

« An Act for empowering, the Juſtices of the Peace, for the county of 
Middleſex, at their general or quarter {eſfioas of the peace, to make a fair 

and equal county rate for the ſad county.” | 

An Att for re- veſting certain lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 

in the county of Kent, in the former propr ietors chereof, and for other pur- 

ofes therein mentioned,” _ 

« An A to embank and drain the open. and unembanked hands and 
grounds lying between the Dales Head Dyke, and the river Witham, in the 
ſeveral townſhips or hamlets and pariſhes of Walcot, Timberland Thorpe, 
Timberland Martin, Linwood, and Blankrey, all in che county of Lin- 
coln.“ 

An A for charging the fen lands and low grounds within the ; 

fecond, third, fourth, and fifth diſtricts in the bounds and precincts of 

Whittleley, in the Ille of Ely, and county of Cambridge, with further 

taxes for diſcharging the debts incurred by the Commiſſioners, for the ſaid 

diſtricts reſpectwely, under certain Adds paſſed in the twenty ſecond year 

of King George the Second, and in the twelfth year of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty; and for better improving, ſupporting, and preſerving the drainage 
of the ſaid lands and grounds.“ 

« An Act for continuing the term, and altering and enlargin the 

wers of two Ads, paſſed in the twenty ninth year of the reign of his lare 

Majeſty cs Þ George the Second, and in the ſeventcenth year of the reign 


of 
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of his preſent Majeſty, for the repairing and widening certain roads lead- 
ing to and from the city of Lincoln; and for repairing and widening the 


roads from the termination of the preſent turnpike toad at the foot of 


Beacebridge Bridge, over the ſaid bridge, weſtward, to the extremity of 
the county of Lincoln, near a place called Potter Hill, and from the ter- 


mination of the preſent turnpike road, at the tvot of Cane ick Hill, foutli<. : 


ward, to a Windmill at the top of the ſaid Hill.“ 
T An Act for continuing the term, and altering 3 enlarging the 


powers of an Act. paſſed in the twenty-eighth year of the reign ot his late 


Majeſty King George the Second, for repairing and widening the road 


from Baſingitoke, through Wortin Overton, Whitchurch, Huſborn Pryors, 
Andover, and Middle Wallop in the county of Southampton, to a place 


called Lobcomb Corner, in the pariſh of Winterſlow, in the county of 
Wilts ; and of another AR made in the fourteenth year of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, for enlarging the term and powers of the faid AQ, for including the 


road from Spittle Houle, over Weyhill, to Mullen's Pond, as directed by 
an Act, made in the twenty-ninth year of his Majeſty King George the 


Second, and for amending the roads from Andover, through Charlton, to- 


wards Tangley, and from Charlton to Clanfield Bottom, and from Wey 


hill to Sanſon Street; and alſo the road through the ſaid town of Baſing- 
ſtoke; and alſo for amending, widening, and ac in repair, certain 
other roads in the county of Southampton.“ 


4 An Act for more effectually reparring, improving, and keeping i in re- 


pair, the road leading from the Guide-poſt in the village of Adderbury, in 


the county of Oxford, through Kidlington, to the end of the Muleway 1 in 


the city of Oxford.“ 


&© An Act for making and repairing the road from Kinroſs, in the 


county of Kinroſs, to Alloa, in the county of Clac kmanan.' 


June 6. An Act for granting to his Majeſty additional Duties on 


the amount of certain Duties, under the management of the Commiſſioners 
for the Affairs of Taxes." 
An AQ for preventing the importation of Cambricks and French 
Lawns into this kingdom, not eing of the manufacture of Ireland, except 
for the purpole of being waretouſed for exportation.“ 
„ An Ac for preventing the deſertion of Seamen from Britiſh mer- 
chant ſhips, trading to his Myjeſty” s colonies and plantations in the Weſt 
Indies.“ 
An Act for diſallowing the Km on the exportation to Ireland of 
Sail Cloth, or canvas, of the manufacture of Great Britain for a limited 
time.. 
[$6 An Act for making the Port of San Joſef, in the iſland of Trinidad, 
a free Port.” 

© An Att to enable the Eaſt India Company to pay the expences of two 
Regiments of Infantry, to be raiſed for the defence and protection of the 
Houſe and Warehouſes of the ſaid Company, and for ſuch public ſervices 
as are mentioned in an Act, made in the thuty fourth year of the reigu of 


his preſent Majeſty, int: tuled, © An Act for encouraging and diſciplining 


ſuch corps or companies of men as ſhall voluntarily. roll themſelves for 
the defence of their counties, towns, cr coaſts, or for the general defence 
of the kingdom, during the preſent war.” 

« An Act to enable his Majeſty to draw out and em! bod) y the Militia 
forces of the Tower Hamlets, in the county of Mi-dlef.x,” 


« An Act for the better prevention and puniſment of attempts to ſe- 
| Guce e ſerving in his Majeſty's forces, by ica or land, from their 
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duty and allegiance to his Majeſty, or to incite them to mutiny or diſ- 
obedience.” 

« An AR for more eſfectually reſtraining intercourſe with the crews of 
certain of his Majeſty's ſhips now in a ſtate of mutiny and rebellion, and 
for the more effectual ſuppreſſion of ſuch mutiny and rebellion.” 
An Att for the better Regulation and Encouragement af Pilots FR 
the conducting of ſhips and veſſels into, and out of the port of Liverpool.“ 
„An Act to amend and render more effectual, an Ac paſſed in the 
twenty-ſixth year of the reign of his late Majeſty King George the Second, 
intitled, An Act more effectually to enable the par ithioners of*the pariſh 
of Chriſt Church, in the county of M; ddleſex, to purchaſe, hire, or ere& a 
Workhouſe, for the employing, and maintaining the Poor of the ſaid 
pariſh, and for the more effectual employment and ſupport of the Poor 
therein; and alſo an Act paſſed in the eighteenth year of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's reign, for amending the ſaid firſt. mentioned Act, and for enlarging 
the powers of the ſaid Acts and altering the manner of rating to the Poor 
of the ſaid pariſh, and better effectuating other regulations relative thereto.” 

c An Act for paving, cleanſing, lighting, watching, and otherwiſe - 
improving, all ſuch ireets, and other public paſſages, as are, or ſhall be, 
made upon a certain piece of ground belonging to Elizabeth Doughty, 
ipinſter, ſituate in the pariſh of St. Pancras, in the county of Middleſex.” 
An AQ to enable the Company ef Proprietorg of the Navigation from 
the Trent to the Merſey, to extend ſeveral branches of Canal from and out 
of their ſaid navigation.” 

« An Act for amending, widening, altering, improving, and keeping 
in repair, the road leading from Atcham, through Condover to Darrington, 


and alfo the road branching out of the ſaid road, at a place called Allfield- 
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Turning, in the ſaid parith of Condover, to the Turnpike leading from 
_ Shrewſbury to Ludlow, at a place called Hongehill, in the ſame pariſh, all 
in the county of Salop. | 
An Att for amending, widening, altering, and keeping 3 in repair, the 
road from Bolton. in- the- Moor to Blackburn, in the County Palatine of 
| Lay ncaſter.“ 

- June 19. « An AR far allowing certain diſcounts to the Contributors 
of Eighteen Millions raiſed, by Annuities, by an Act of the preſent ſeſſion 
ot Parliament, who ſhall have completed their contributions, on or belore 
the days therein mentioned.” 

&« An Act to repeal fo much of an Act paſſed in the preſent ben of 
Parliament, as prohibits the exportation, and permits the importation, duty 
free, of ſeveral forts of Corn, and other articles made thereof.“ 

An A to permit goods, the product or manufacture of certain places 
within the Levant or Mediterranean Seas, to be imported into Great Bri- 
tain, in Britich or foreign velſcls, from any place whatſoever, for a limited 
time.“ 

« An Act to amend fo much of an Act, made in the thirty ſecond year 
of the reign of King George the Second, intituled, & An Act for the re- 
lief of Debtors, with repect to the impriſonment of their perſons, and to 
oblige Debtors who thall continue in execution in priſon beyond a certain 
time, and for ſums not exceeding what are mentioned in the Act, to make 
diſcovery of, and deliver upon cath, their eſtates for their creditors be- 
nefit, as reſates to the weekly ſums thereby directed to be paid to priſoners 
in execution for debt, in the caſes therein mentioned.“ 

An Act for amending an AR, paſſed in the thirty-ſecond year of the 
eit“ of his preſent Majeſty, intituled » © An Act for the Maintenance and 

I 8 ovement 
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Improvement of the Harbour of Ramſgate, in the county of Kent; and for v9 
cleanſing, amending, and preſerving the Haven of Sandwich, in the ſame _ 
county.“ | | | | | | Wi 
&« An Act for paving, lighting, watching, cleanſing, watering, im prov- lj 
ing, and keeping in repair, Great Tower Hill ; and for removing and Al 
preventing tiniſances and anoyances within the ſame,”” | | Fs 


An Act to alter, amend, and render more effectual an Act, made in Þ; 
the fourteenth year of his late Majeſty, King George the Second, intituled, li i 
&« An Act for the more effectual draining, and pretervation of Waterbeach 1 

Level, in the county of Cambridge, and to eſtabliſn an agreement made q 
between the Lord of the Manner of Waterbeach cum Denny, and the 
Commiſſioners within the {aid Manner; and alſo, to raiſe a further ſum of 
money for the improvement and ſecurity of the ſaid Level.” 
« An Act to amend, and render more effectual, an Act made in the 

- thirty-third year of his late Majeſty King George the Second, intituled, 

„ An Act for draining, and preſerving certain Fen Lands and Low 
Grounds in the Ifle of Ely, and counties of Suffolk and Norfolk, between 
Mildenhale River, South, Plant Load, and Brandon River, North, bound- 
ed on the Weſt by the River Ouſe, and on the Eaſt by the Winter Load, 
Earnwell Brooke, and the Hard Lands Mildenhale, and for empowering 
the Governor, Bailiffs, and Commonality of the Company of Conſervators 
of the Great Level of the Fens, commonly called Bedford Level, to fell 
certain Fen Lands, lying within the limits aforeſaid, commonly called 
Inveſted Lands, “ fo far as relates to the Fen Lands, and Low Grounds, 
lying in the firſt diſtri& deſcribed in the ſaid Act; and alſo to amend, and 
render more effectual, an Act, paſſed in the thirteenth year of the reign of 

his preſent Majeſty, for amending, and rendering more effectual, the ſaid 
firſt recitea Act.“ N | 
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« An At for amending, widening, altering, and keeping in repair, 
the road from, or from near Edenfield Chapel, in the townjhip of Totting- 
ton Higton End, in the pariſh of Bury, to the townſh'p of Little Bolton, 
n in the pariſh of Bolton- in- le Moors; and alſo for making and maintaining 
| a road from the ſaid road, at, or near a place calicd Booth Pitts, in the 
townfhip of Tottingion Lower End, to or near Bury Bridge, in the town- 
ſhip of Elton, in the ſaid pariſh of Bury, all in the County Palatine of 
Lancaſter.” | | | | | 
« An Adt for enlarging the term and powers of two Acts, paſſed in the 
thirtieth year of the reign of his late Majeſty, and the twelfth year of the 
reign of his preſent Majeſty, for repairing and widening {: veral roads lead- 
ing to, through and from, the town of Froome, in the county of Somerſet, 
and for paving the footways, and heightening the ſtreets within the ſaid 
town.” | 5 5 | ANTS | 
« An Act for enlarging the term and powers of ſeveral Acts, for amend- 
ing, and keeping in repair jeveral roads therein mentioned, leading into | 
the town of Leominſter, in the county of Hereford,” | | 1.5 
June 22. An Act for granting to his Majeſty certain Stamp Duties | 
on the ſeveral matters therein menti--ned ; and for better ſecuring the duties 3 
on Certificates to be taken out by Solicitors, Attornies, and others, prac- 
tiſing in certain courts of juſtice in Great Britain,” _ „ 
% An A& to continue for a limited time, an Act made in this preſent = 
Seſſion of Parliament, intituled, © An Act for confirming and continuing 15 
for a limited time, the Reftriction contained in the Minute of Council of = 
the twenty-ſixth of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- 
ſeven, on payments of cath by the Bank,” under certain regulations, and 
reſtrictions.“ — N nh | 7 ; 
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to the {aid Horkſhoe Houſe,” 


and Navigation, concl 
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« An Act to continue for a limited time, an Act, made in the thirty- 
third year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intituled, © An Act for efta- 
bliſhing Regulations reſpecting Aliens arriving in this kingdom, or reſi- 
dent therein in certain caſes,” [4 


an Ad to indeninify ſuch perſons as have omitted to obtain their 


Certificates of Inrollment, Admiſſion or Regiſtry, in the ſeveral Courts in 
this kingdom.“ 


« An A& to continue an Act, made in the thirty-firſt year of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, intituled, “ An Act for the Encouragement of the Pilchard 
Fiſhery, by allowing a further Bounty upon Pilchards taken, cured, and 


TT” 


exported, 5 | | 5 
An AR to amend two Acts, made in the fourth year of the reign of 
Qucen Anne, and the firſt year of the reign of King George the Firſt, for 
the Preſervation of Salmon and other Fiſh, in the rivers within the coun- 


ties of Southampton and Wilts.“' 


«© An Act for amending, and rendering more effectual, an Act paſſed 
in the thirteenth year of his late Majeſty, King George the Firſt, intituled, 
&«& An Act for the effectual Draining and Preſervatien of Haddenham 
Level, in the Iſle cf Ely,“ and for more effectually draining and preſerv- 
ing the Fen Lands and Low Grounds, lying within the ſaid Level. 

An Act for more effectually repairing the roads between the Houſe 


commonly called the Horſeſhoe Houle, in the pariſh of Stoke Goldington, 
in the county of Buckingham, and the town of Northampton; and from 


the North Bridge of Newport Pagnel, in the ſaid county of Buckingham, 
« An Act for carrying into execution the Treaty of Amity, Commerce, 


uded between his Majeſty and the united States of 
America,” | | | 


« An Act to revive and continue the bounties granted by an Act made 


in the twenty-fixth of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for encouraging the | 


fiſheries carried on in Næwfoundland, and parts adjacent, from Great Bri- 
tain, Ireland, and the Britiſh dominions in Europe; to continue ſo much 
of an Acc made in the thirty-third year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, 
as permits the importation and exportation of certain goods, wares, and 
merchandizes, in foreign ſhips, into and from the port of Saint John's, in 
the iſland of Antigua; and for ſo much of an Act made in the thirty- third 


year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, as permits Sir William Biſhop, 


George Biſhop, add Argles Biſhop, to carry on the manufacture of Maid-. 


ſtone Geneva; and alto ſo much of an Act made in the thirty-fifth year of 


his preſent Majeſty, for better ſecuring the duties on 
tinue for a limited time,” 
& An Act to amend and rende 


glaſs, as was to con- 


r more effectual an Act made in the 


_ thirty-firſt year of the reign of his late Majeſty King George the Second, 
entitled, * An Act for the due making of bread, and to regulate the price 
and aſſize thereof, and to puniſh perſons who ſhall adulterate, meal, flour, 

. or bread,”” ſo tar as the fame relates to the aſſize and making of bread, to 


be ſold in the city of London and the liberties thereof, and within the 
Weekly Bills of Mortality, and within ten miles of the Royal Exchange.“ 

« An Act for extending the Monmouthſhire Canal Navigation, and 
for explaining and amending an Act paſſed in the thirty-ſecond year of the 
reign of His Majeſty, tor making the ſaid Canal.” | e 

« An Act for enlarging and improving the harbour of Aberdeen, for 
building new quays, wharfs, and docks, and for making new roads and 
paſſages, and widening others, leading to and from the ſaid harbour. 

« An Act for extending the term, and amending and enlarging the 


powers 


* 
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wers of an Act, paſſed in the nineteenth year of the reign of his preſent * 
Jajeſty, intituled, “ An Act for making and repairing ſeveral roads 1 
round the city of 4 Briſto],”” and for making and keeping in repair a road 31 | 
from the Turnpike Gate, at the ſign of the Black Birds, on the Stapleton 10 
and Mangotsfield common road, into the Bitton and Taghill common 
„ | | 3 
An Act for granting to his Majeſty additional duties on Diſtilleries, 
in the ſeveral parts of the Highlands of Scotland, therein particularly de- 
ſcribed, tor a limited time, and for regulating the duties on Diſtilleries in 
the reſpective diſtricts in Scotland.“ 
An Act for granting to his Majeſty the ſum of two hundred thouſand 
pounds, to be iſſued and paid to the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
England, to be by them placed to the account of the Commiſſioners for the 
reduction of the national debt.“ An Act for granting to his Majeſty 
ſeveral additional duties on inhabited houſes.” SET =: 8 
An Act for granting to his Majeſty an additional Stamp Duty on 
Deeds.” | n= | ; 
« An Act for granting to his Majeſty additional duties on certain 


— 


Horſes, before charged with a duty of Two Shillings, by an Act of the 16 

thirty-ſixth year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, and on Mules,” “ ſ 
e An Act for granting to his Majeſty certain duties on Clocks and in 
Watches. „ | „„ 8 ki 
An Act for granting to his Majeſty additional duties on Male Ser- q 5 
wants.“ 5 5 | | ip 


„ An Act for granting to his Majeſty additional duties of Cuſtoms on 
certain goods, wares, and merchandize imported into, exported from, and 
carried coaſtwiſe, and on Pepper to be uſed and conſumed in this kingdom.“ 
4 An Act for granting to his Majeſty a certain ſum of money to be 
raiſed by a lotter rr. | LET 
* An Act for raiſing certain ſum of money Loans or Exchequer bills, 
for the ſervice of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety -ſeven.” 
An Act to prevent the counterfeiting any copper coin in this realm, 
made or to be made, current by Proclamation, or any foreign gold and 
ſilver coin, and to prevent the bringing into this realm, or uttering any 
counterfeit foreign gold or filver coin.“ „ 

«© An Act for the better preventing the forging or counterfeiting the 
names of witneſles to letters of attorney, or other authorities or inſtru- 
ments, for the transfer of Stocks or Funds, which now are, or by any 
Act or Acts of Parliament ſhall hereafter be, made transferable at the 

Bank of England, or for the transfer of any part of the capital ftock, of 
the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, called Bank ſtoc k, 
or for the transfer of any pait of the capital ſtock, or any ftocks or 

Funds, under the management of the South Sea Company, or for the 
transfer of any part of the capital ſtock of the Eait-India Company, or 

for the receipt of dividends upon any ſuch ſtocks or funds.” | 

e Ap Act for making allowances, in certain cafes, to ſubaltern officers 

of the Militia in time of peace.” i e 

« An Act for regulating the trade to be carried on with the Britiſh 
poſſeſſions in India by the ſhips of nations in amity with bis Majeſty.” 

6 An Act for regulating the ſhipping and carrying ſlaves m.Britiſh 
veſſels from the coaſt of Africa.“ | 
„An Act to raiſe and embody a Militia force in that part of the king- 
dom of Great-Britain, called Scotland.“ | 5 
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ce An Act for authorizing his Majeſty to permit the exportation of an 
additional quantity of Wheat, Wheat Meal, or Flour, Rye, Barley, or 
Malt, or Bread Biſcuit, or Peas, to the iſlands of Guernſey, Jeriey, and 
Alderney, for the ſuſtenance and uſe of the inhabitants of the {aid iſlands, 

for a limited time.“ | 9 . 

&« An Act to make perpetual an Act, paſicd in the fifth year of the 
reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, An Act to prevent the com- 
mitting of frauds by Bankrupts.”” „„ | 

« An Act to amend an Act, made in the thirty-third year of the reign 
of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, An Act for the encouragement of Sea- 

men, and for the better and more effectually manning his Majeſty's 
navy, and for making further proviſion for thoſe purpoles.”” “ 

& An Act to repeal ſo much of an Act, made in the fifth year of the 
reign of his late Majeſty King George the Second, intitaled, „ An Act 
for the more eaſy recovery of Debts in his Majeſty's Plantations and Colo- 
nies in America,“ as makes Negroes Chattels for payments of Dev:s, 

An Act for regulating the height between decks of veſſels entered 
outwards, for the purpoſe of carrying Slaves from ine coaſt of Aft ica.”” 

C An Act further to continue an Act made in this preſent feihon of * 
Parliament, intituled, “ An Act to ſuſpend, for a limited time, the | 
operation of two Acts, of the fifteenth and ſeventeenth years of the reign 

of his preſent Majeſty, for reſtraining the negotiation of Promiſſory Notes 
and land Bills of Exchange, under a limited ſum, within that part of 
Great-Britain, called England,“ as revived, amended, and continued by a 
Jubſequent Act of this ſeſſion, paſſed for the purpole of reviving, amend- 
ing, and continuing the ſame; and alſo for continuing ſuch ſubſequent 

: a.” „ | | 5 Os 

An Act to explain an Act, paſſed in the thirty-fifth year of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty's reign, intituled, “ An Act for further encouraging and 
regulating the“ Southern Whale Fiſheries,” ; | 
An Act for more effectually preventing the adminiſtering or taking 
of unlawful oaths.** 2 3 V | 5 | 
An Act to ſhorten the time, now requ'red, for giving notice of the 
royal intention of his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, that the Parlia- 
ment ſhall meet and be holden tor the diſpatch of buſineſs ; and more ef- 
fectually to provide for the meeting of Parliament in the cafe of a demiſe 
of the Crown.“ | : | 

&« An Act for the relief of certain Inſolvent Dabtors.“ | 

« An Act for aſſeſſing the Commiſſioners of the Tax Office, and their 
officers, to the Land Tax, in the diftrict calied offices executed in Wett- 
minſter-Hall, notwithſtanding the removal of the ſaid Tax Office into 
Somerſet Houſe.” 5 e ina . | 
An Act for enlarging, deepening, improving, and maintaining the 
harbour of Saltcoats in the county of Ayr.” | e 
An Act for diſcontinuing the new harbour of Rye, in the county of 

Suſſex, and for repealing ſeveral Acts relating thereto, and for providing 
for the diſcharge of a debt accrued on account thereof, and for making 
_ reparation, for certain loſſes, and for the improvement of the old harbour 
Ae... | | | wt 
27:08 "An Act for ſupplying the borough town of Weymouth and Mel- 
combe Regis, and the parts adjacent, in the county of Dorſet, with water.”? 
„ An Att for building a. bridge over Burlfedon River, at or near the 
ferry of Burlſedon, in the county of Southampton, and for making a ron 
FE 7 | | „ from 
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1669 
from the intended bridge over the River Itehir, at or near Northam, within 
the liberties of the town and county of the town of Southampton, to the 
faid bridge, and from thence to Titchfield, in the ſaid county of South- 
. 25276 . | 

4 An Act for amending, altering, improving, and keeping in repair 
the road leading from the town of Cambridge, in the old north road, near 
Arrington Bridge, all in the county of Cambridge.” 


PUBLIC ACTS, 


o 


“ An Act forenlarging the term and powers of an Act, paſſed in the 


thirtieth year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intituled, An Act for 


making and repairing the road from Newmiln Bridge, by Foodie's Mill, 


Inverkeithing, Aberdour, Kilkcaldy, Gallatown, and Cameron Bridge 
to Craill, and other roads in the county of Fife,” and for making and 
repairing other roads in the {aid county, © 5 5 

&© An Act for enabling Thomas Macklin to diſpoſe of his collection of 
modern paintings, as now exhibited at his Gallery in Fleet-ſtreet, by way 
of chance.” | . | 1 
July 20. An Act for granting to his Majeſty a certain ſum of 
money out of the Conſolidated Fund; and for applying certain monies 
therein mentioned for the. ſervice of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ninety-ſeven ; for further appropriating the ſupplies granted in this 
ſeſſion of Parliament, and for making forth duplicates of Exchequer Bills, 
Lottery Tickets, Certificates, Receipts, Annuity Orders, er other orders, 

loſt, burnt, or otherwiſe deſtroyed.” | | 


«© An Act for granting to his Majeſty a further additional duty on 


Horſes kept and uſed for the purpoſe of riding, or of drawing certain 


carriages therein mentioned.“ 1 4 3 
« An Act to explain and amend an AR, paſſed in the thirty ſixth year 
of his Majeſty's reign, intituled, “ An Act for repeal ing certain duties 


on Legacies and ſhares of Perſonal Eftate, and for granting other duties 


thereon in certain caſes,” _ 


An Act to enable the Commiſſioners of Stamp Duties to amp Deeds 


and other inſtruments, Bills of Exchange, Promiſſory and other Notes, 
in the caſes therein mentioned.“ | | | 
C An Act for the better adminiſtration of juſtice at Calcutta, Madras, 


and Bombay, and for preventing Britiſh ſubjects from being concerned in 


loans to the native Princes in India.“? 

« An Act to continue an Act, made in this preſent ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment, intituled, An Act to revive and continue for a limited time, and 
amen an Act paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, intituled, „ An 
Act to allow the Banks, and certain Banking Companies, in that part of 


Great-Britain, called Scotland, to iſſue Notes ior Sums, under a certain 


amount, for a limited time, and for indemnifying all perſons who have 
Notes for {mall ſums of money in that part of the united kingdom,“ for 
a limited time. | | 


« An Act for allowing a further time for carrying into execution cer- 


_ tain powers continued in two Acts of the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, for 
raifing a Proviſional Cavalry, fo far as the fame relates to the regiſtering 

and accepting of volunteers in lieu of the ſaid Proviſional Cavalry, in ſuch 
counties and ſubdivifons of counties, wherein the ſaid Acts have not been 
carried into execution.” _ | | 5 
An Act to enable his Majeſty more eaſily and effectually to grant 
conditional pardons to perſons under ſentence by naval Courts Martial, 

and to regulate impriſonment under ſuch ſentences.“ 
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« An Act to enable the Deputy of the Clerk of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, /for the time being, to ſend and receive letters and packets free 
from the duty of Poſtage.” 155 | 5 

“ An Act to explain and amend an Act, made in the thirty- fifth year 
of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, © An Act for the more 
effectual prevention of the uſe of defective Weights, and of falſe and 


« An Act to amend an Act made in the twenty-ſecond year of the 


_ reign of his eee Majeſty, intituled, . An Act for better ſecuring the 


freedom of elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament, by diſabling cer- 


tain officers employed in the collection or management of his Majeſty's 


Revenues, from giving their votes at ſuch elections,“ by extending the 


proviſions thereof to perſons voting in any Meeting of Freeholders for 
preſes or clerk, or on any queſtion relative to the adjuſtment of the rate 


of Freeholders in that part of Great-Britain called Scotland; and for 


empowering Freeholders to adminiſter the oath of Truſt and Poſſeſſion to 


perſons offering to vote for preſes and clerk. 
p 
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APPENDIX, 

| CONTAINING a 
TREATIES, STATE PAPERS, PARLIAMENTARY 

REPORTS, AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS, &c. 


r 


REPORT 


Ot the Szcxer ConmTTER appointed by the Loxps' CoMMT- 
TEES to enquire into the Cauſes which produced the Order of 
Council of the 26th of February 1797. 


TFT TAVING examined many witneſſes, and called for ſeveral pa- 


5 pers and accounts, have agreed to report the minutes of 


their proceedings, together with ſuch papers and accounts, as will 


be found in the Report. | 


The Lords of the Committee will conclude their Report with a 
ſummary of the principal points which relate to the ſaid cauſes, as 


. reſulting from the evidence and the accounts. SE 
[ Here follow the examinations of the witneſſes, and the evidence 


of each diſtinctly; and after that a variety of papers and accounts 
from the Bank, Cuſtom-Houſe, Eaſt-India-Houſe, Mint, Tranſ- 


port-Office, &c. &c.] „„ | 
The Report concludes with the following ſummary: - 


. 


The Lords of the Committee think proper to conclude their 


Report, with a Summary of the chief points which have occurred 
in their enquiry reſpecting the cauſes, that produced the order of 
Council of the 26th of February laſt, as reſulting from the evidence 
taken by them, and from the accounts laid before them. 

In order to render the ſubſequent details relative to this import- 
ant ſubject more intelligible, the Committee think it right to, begin 
with taking a general view of the ſtate of the circulation of the 
kingdom.  _ 


It appears by the evidence, that the circulation of this kingdom, 


by which its immenſe commerce is carried on, conſiſts principally, 


in the metropolis and its neighbourhood, either of the notes of the 
Bank of England, or of coin chiefly made of gold. In the country 
(here the notes of the Bank of England did not circulate to any 
great amount) it conſiſts of the bills of country bankers, or of the 


banking companies in Scotland, payable to bearer on demand; 
and of coin of the deſcription before mentioned. 


4 3 | Inland | 
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Inland bills of exchange are thought by many to be a part of the 
circulation of the kingdom. They are not ſtrictly fo in the ſame 
{enſe as the two ſorts of paper before mentioned. They are rather 
transfers of debts from the drawers to the perſons on whom the 
bills are drawn. They are generally made payable at diſtant pe- 
riods; and as they are not payable at all times on demand, they 
cannot, like the former, anſwer all the purpoſes of caſh. | 

In the metropolis the quantity of paper much exceeds the quan- 
tity of coin in circulation. The Committee have no ſufficient 
means before them to judge of the proportion of caſh and paper in 
the metropolis, except as far as any inſerence can be drawn from 
the quantity of caſh paid at the Bank compared with the amount 
of the notes iſſued by that corporate body, as ſtated in the evidence 
of Mr. Newland, principal caſhier of the Bank; and particularly 
from the proportion of caſh paid quarterly at the Bank, in dil- 
charge of the dividends of the public ſtocks, a part of which only 


is received by bankers, the remainder by perfons of every defcrip- 
tion. | | 


But in the country, and particularly in thoſe parts of it where 
no conſiderable manufactures are eſtabliſhed, and no great com- 


_ mercial enterprize is carried on, there is reaſon to conclude that 


the quantity of paper exceeds in a +2{s proportion the coin in cir- 
culation than in the metropolis. It muſt vary according to cir- 
cumſtances of time or place; and the Committee have no informa- 
tion which enables them to form a judgment on this ſubject. It 
can hardly, however, be doubted, that there is too little of Britiſh 
coin, particularly of ſilver, current in the kingdom, from a cauſe 
which will be hereafter ſtated,  _ C Hd A 
The Bank of England is at the head of all circulation. It is the 
great repolitory of the ſpare caſh of the nation, and alone carries 
bullion to the mint to he coined, It is ſubject, on that account, 
to be called on for caſh, directly or indirectly, by thoſe who are 


in want of it, and is neceſſarily ſenſible of every material failure or 


diſtreſs, which ariſes from any deficiency or want of coin, in every 
part of this kingdom or Ireland. Ie 8 

It appears that the circulation of paper was carried to its greateſt 
height a ſhort time previous to the beginning of the year 1793. 

But early in that year a great diminution took place in the cir- 
culation of country bank bills, from the ſudden failure of many of 
the country banks. Mr. Elliſon ſtates, that previous to this period 
there were about 280 country banks in England and Wales, and 
that he does not believe they exceed at preſent 230; the buſineſs 


of which has by no means increaſed in proportion to the reduction 
of the number; and that the iſſue of country bank bills has con- 
ſiderably diminiſhed ; that the quantity of ſpecie actually kept by 


the prefent country bankers is, at this time, larger than it was be- 


for ethe year 1793, and that they have leſſened their balances with 
the London bankers.  _. | | 


Mr. Thornton's evidence confirms the account given by Mr. 
| E * % 


Elliſon 


. 5-3 
Elliſon of the failure of the country banks in 1793, and of the 
conſequent diminution of the circulation of country bank notes at 


that time. Subſequent to this event theſe country bank bills in- 


creaſed again in ſome degree, but never to their former extent. 
Both Mr. Thornton and Mr. Elliſon are of opinion, that con- 


polis into the country, in order to ſupply the deficiency of theſe 
country bank bills. . 5 | 


In the beginning of the year 1793, when, from the cauſes before 


mentioned, the circulation of this kingdom began to be ſo much 
diminiſhed, the preſent war commenced. A ſtate of war always 
requires a more ample circulation, even within the kingdom. The 


public loans, which in all wars are neceffary, and in the preſent 
war have been particularly great, employ a conſiderable portion of 


the circulating capital. The preſent increafed value of money, 
which is ſufficiently proved by the high rate of intereſt, clearly 
ſhews what muſt be the demand for it, and conſequently the fear- 
city of it. But during the preſent war, it is worthy of remark, 
that expenſive enterprizes of a private nature have not diminiſhed, 


as in all former wars, but even augmented. It appears by an ac- 
count inſerted in this Report, that the number of bills of incloſure 


which paſſed in the four years preceding the preſent war was 138, 


and that the number which had paſſed during the four years of the 
war was 283. The number of bills for navigations and canals 


which paſſed in the four years preceding the preſent war was 30, 
and that the number which have paſſed during the four years of 


the war was 69. And further, that the ſum authorized to be bor- 
rowed for the making thoſe canals and navigations was, in the firſt | 
four years, £.2,377,200; and in the laſt period of four years 


Ci,. 


But the demand of money for public expences abroad, more par- 


ticularly applies to the preſent ſubject: The loan made to the Em- 


peror in the year 1795 of J. 4, Go, ooo; the ſubſidies paid to fo- 
reign princes; the money remitted for the pay of Britiſh troops, or 
foreign troops in Britiſh pay, while this kingdom had an army on 
the continent; and the advances made to the Court of Vienna; 
together with the money ſent to the Weſt-Indies and the Cape of 
Good Hope, for the pay of Britiſh troops there; if they did not 
altogether draw Britiſh coin out of the country in any great amount, 


muſt at leaſt have prevented that influx of coin or bullion which, 


in conſequence of a favourable balance of commerce. would have 
otherwiſe ſupplied the circulation of the kingdom. Mr. Boyd, 
however, in his evidence, ſtates, that in remitting the Imperial 
loan, as well as the advances to the Emperor, he never ſent any 
Britiſh coin out of the kingdom (which could not, indeed, legally 
be done); and that in remitting the ſaid loan, he ſent in foreign 


coin, or bullion, to the amount only of about £.1,200,000. That 


the remainder of the loan, and the whole of the advances, were re- 


mitted in bills of exchange, It is obvious, however, that the drains 


Occa- 


ſiderable quantities of caſh muſt have been drawn from the metro- 


3 5 SR 
occaſioned by expenditure abroad for purpoſes before mentioned 
(large as the amount of them may have been), are nothing more 
than what has happened in all former wars, in which the Govern- 
ment of Grear-Britain has found it eflential for its intereſts to main- 
_ tain armies on the European continent, or at any great diſtance 
from the kingdom. | 1 

It appears by an account inſerted in this Report, that all the re- 
mittances made for the ſervices of the war in the Weſt- Indies, on 
the continent of Europe, in the iſland of Corſica, and other diſtant 
parts of the world, amounted, during the four laſt years, to 
. 3 3,5 10,70 0s. 74d. 85 . „„ 

It appears in another account inſerted in this Report, which has 
diſtinguiſhed the ſums expended on the European continent from 
What were expended in other diſtant parts of the world, that the 
total of the money expended on the continent of Europe during the 

faid four years, including the Imperial loan and the advances made 
to the Emperor, amounted to £.14,988,422 gs. 83d. 

It appears, laſtly, by a third account inſerted in this Report, 
that the ſums paid for all forts of military ſervices on the continent 
during the war ending in 1763, amounted to . 20, 626, 997 os. 7d. 
Io the ſums ſent, during the preſent war, to the European con- 
tinent, to the Weſt-Indies, and the Cape of Good Hope, for mili- 
tary purpoſes, ſhould be added the ſums drawn for by the com- 
manders of our fleets on foreign ſervice in every part of the world. 
It appears, on the other hand, by the accounts of the value of 
the imports and exports for the laſt twenty years, produced by Mr. 
Irving, Inſpector General of Imports and Exports, that the de- 
mand for caſh to be ſent abroad, for the purpoſes before mentioned, 
was greatly compenſated by a very large balance of commerce in fa- 
vour of this kingdom, greater than was ever known in any pre- 
ceding period. The value of the exports of the laſt year amounted, 
according to the valuation on which the accounts of the Inſpector 
General are founded, to £.30,424,184; which is more than double 
what 1t was In any year of the American war, and one third more 

than it was on an average during the laſt peace, previous to the 
year 1792; and though the value of the imports to this country 
has, during the ſame period, greatly increaſed, the exceſs of the 
value of the exports above = of the imports, which conſti- 
tutes the balance of trade, has augmented even in a greater pro- 
portion. „ e Om 
It is particularly obſervable, that the exports to Germany alone, 
for the two laſt years, have amounted to more than /£.8,000,000 

_ annually; when, in time of peace, they did not uſually amount 
to more than Z.1,900,000. And thoſe exports to Germany ex- 
ceed in amount by at leaſt £.2,600,000, the whole that was annu- 
ally exported in time of peace to France, Flanders, Holland, and 
Germany. 1 WF:T 3-44 SI WE 

The Houſe will ſee in the evidence of Mr. Irving much infor- 
mation, for the purpoſe of ſhewing that all our principal wm 


2 „ 

of export, particularly thoſe which conſiſt of Britiſh manufactures, 
are greatly underrated in their value, as well as many capital arti- 
cles of import. Coffee is the only material article which appears 
to be overrated in the books of the Inſpector General; it is more 
overrated on exportation than on importation. The valuation, 


upon which the accounts of the Inſpector General are founded, 


was ſettled in the year 1696, or 1697, when the prices of all theſe 
articles were greatly inferior to what they are at preſent, and be- 
fore our manufactures had received the improvements which have 


been made in them of late years, ſo that the real value of both our 


imports and exports, particularly the latter, is certainly conſider- 


_ ably higher than is ſtated in his accounts. The Houſe will alſo fee 

many excellent obſervations, in the evidence of this Gentleman, 
for the purpoſe of correcting the manner of taking the true ba- 
lance of our trade. He obſerves, that in forming this balance, 


many articles of import are ſtated as unfavourable to this country, 
when they are, in fact, acceſſions of wealth, ſuch as the produce of 
our various fiſheries, and a conſiderable part of the imports from 


our poſſeſſions in the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies. The whole of the 


produce of theſe fiſheries is certainly an acceſſion ot national wealth. 
So much therefore as is imported directly into this country, muſt 
be conſidered as an increaſe of ſtock to it. Ihe value of ſuch parts 
as are ſent directly from the fiſhing places to foreign countries, and 
| fold there, is either remitted in bills of exchange, which is wealth, 

or it is laid out in the purchaſe of commodities to be imported into 
this country, which is an increaſe of ſtock. This produce 1s pro- 
_ cured, not by any wealth ſent from this country, but by the adven- 

turous enterprize of our fiſhermen ; and the value of ſuch pro- 
duce, when it is ſent directly from the fiſhing places to foreign 


countries, cannot appear in any Cuſtom-houſe account. In like 


manner, a conſiderable part of the imports from the Eaſt and Weſt- 

Indies, ought not to be ſtated in the balance of our commerce as 
unfavourable to this country, particularly ſuch parts of the inveſt- 
ments in the Eaſt-Indies as are purchaſed by the revenues of the 
Britiſh ſettlements there ; as well as thoſe parts which are import- 
ed either from the Eait or Weſt-Indies, jor the purpoſe of re- 
mitting private fortunes acquired there, or as the income of perſons 
who, having eſtates or mortgages in the Weſt-Indies, reſide and 
ſpend their incomes in Great-Britain. The value of ſuch part of 
theſe imports as is re-exported, will appear on the export ſide of 
the account, and ſerves to balance the value of the ſame articles as 
ſtated on the import fide; and the whole of the mercantile profit 
which they leave behind, is in itſelf a conſiderable acceſſion of 
wealth to this kingdom that cannot appear in the Cuſtom-houſe 
accounts, | | | 
Mr Irving has delivered it as his opinion, that the true balance 
of our trade amounted, on a medium of the four years preceding 
January 1796, to upwards of £.6,500,000 per annum, excluſive 
of the profits ariſing from our Eaſt and Welt-India trade, which 
Rs | he 
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Add, imported in 1793, as eſtimated by Mr. Scott in 


e 


he eſtimates at upwards of C. 4, ooo, ooo per annum; and excluſive 


of the profits derived from our fiſheries, 
But whatever uncertainty may ſtill remain in forming an eſtimate 


of the true balance of our commerce in any particular year, the 


accounts of the Iuſpector General of Imports and Exports, ſerve 


at leaſt to afford a good comparative ſtate of the amount of our 


commerce in different years; for it is fair to preſume that the de- 
fects are not greater in the accounts of orf year than on another. 

Great, however, as this balance of commerce may appear, it 
would have been ſtill greater in a very conſiderable degree, but 
from the unuſual ſcarcity of grain, which made it neceſſary both for 
Government and individuals to import large quantities of grain for 
the relief of the inhabitants of this kingdom. In an account de- 
livered by Mr. Claude Scott, an eminent corn. factor, it appears, 
that for the three years preceding the 5th of January 1797, there 


were paid to foreign countries for grain imported into this king- 


dom, the following ſums, viz, 


In 1794 5 — L.7,983, 856 
I 1798 7s 2. SIS ICP 
in 1796 og — 3,926,484 


75446, 0 12 I 


his evidence before the Committee — 1,500,000 


Total £.8,946,012 


This balance of commerce was alſo rendered leſs favourable by 
the great ſums paid for naval flores during the war beyond what are 


_ uſually paid in time of peace. It appears by an account preſented 


by the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's navy, that the value of 


na val ftores imported on account of his Majeſty's navy in the four 


years previous to 1797, amounted to . 7,825,876 
And in the four years preceding 1793. 5 | 
amounted only to — — 2,500,139 Exceſs. 


—L-5.325,737 


And it appears by an account preſented of the amount 
of bills drawn on the Commiſſioners for victualling, 
from foreign parts, in the four years ending the 5th 
of Jan. 1797, that they amounted to /. 1, 368, 92 1 


” 


And in the four years ending the 5th of 


January 1793, to — _ 134,029 


1,2 344292 


Total Exceſs £.6,560,029 


Though it cannot be doubted that the balance of our trade, even 
with theſe deductions, muſt have brought yon wealth in various 
articles of commerce into this kingdom, an 


that unuſual quantities 


1 


of foreign merchandize muſt, in conſequence thereof, have been de- 
poſited in it; yeti tmay be doubted whether it brought ſo great a quan- 
tity of the precious metals, to be converted into coin, as in former 
periods; for it appears in the evidence of Sir John Hort, who 


was his Majeſty's Conſul General in Portugal for twenty-nine 


years, and of Mr. Whitmore, an eminent. Portugal merchant, that 
the importation of gold and ſilver bullion, from Liſbon into this 
kingdom, has been leſs than it was formerly; and that the ex- 
change between Liſbon and London, which uſed formerly to be 
greatly in favour of London, has of late, from a variety of circum- 


ſtances, been ſometimes in favour of, and ſometimes againſt this 
country, and for the laſt three years more againſt this country 


than in its favour, from cauſes which are fully explained in the 
evidence of thoſe Gentlemen. Mr. Whitmore adds, that the quan- 
tity of ſilyer which as of late been imported has greatly exceeded 


the quantity of gold. But as the Mint ** of ſilver bullion has 


been, during nearly the whole of the preſent century, conſiderably 


leſs than the market price of this precious metal, the ſilver bullion 


ſo imported could not be converted into coin, but after having left 


a quantity ſufficient for the uſe of our manufactures, muſt have 
again been exported, and did not contribute in the ſmalleſt degree 


to augment the coin in this kingdom. 5 
The accounts preſented by the officers af the Mint of the quan- 


tity of bullion coined in the laſt four years, ſhew that the quantity 


coined at the Mint in 1795 amounted only to /. 493, 416, and in 
1796 to . 464, 680, which is not more than a ſixth of what was 
brought to the Mint to be coined in the two preceding years, and 
greatly inferior to what had been coined, upon an average, of 
the former years of his Majeſty's reign. | | 


. By an account preſented by Mr. Irving of the quantity of bullion, 


exported. from this country from the year 1790 to 1796, both in- 


cluſive, it appears that the quantity of gold bullion exported, on an 
average, in the laſt four years, being years of war, is not a third 


of what was annually exported on an average in the preceding 


years of peace; and that the quantity of filver bullion exported in 


the four laſt years, being years of war, is alſo not a third of 
what was annually exported, on an average, in the three preced- 
ing years of peace; and this account receives a certain degree 
of confirmation from the accounts delivered in by the Eaſt- 
India Company of the amount of Spaniſh dollars exported by the 
Company, or permitted by the Company to be exported by private 


perſons, which prove that in the laſt threee years the amount of 


Spaniſh dollars exported has been leſs than uſual. 


The Committee wiſh to throw further light on the ſubject, by 


obtaining an account of the amount of gold and filver coin or bul- 
lion imported into this kingdom in the before-mentioned periods ; 


but they find, that by a law paſſed 1n the 15th year of the reign of 


his late Majeſty Charles II, ch. 7, ſec. 12, coin and bullion are 


exempted from entry at the Cuſtom-houſe on importation into this 


Vol. III. 1797. b | king. 
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kingdom; ſo that the officers of the Cuſtoms could not produce an 


account of any ſuch importation. E oa EY gilt 
There are, however, other circumſtances in evidence before 
the Committee which may have contributed to render leſs per- 
ceptible, hitherto at leaſt, the advantages ariſing from the influx of 
wealth into this kingdom, in conſequence of a favourable balance 


of trade. 


It was obſerved by Henry Thornton, Eſq. (and it is indeed felf- 


evident), that in proportion as the commerce of this country in- 


creaſes, a greater capital is neceſſary for carrying it on; and alſo, 
that any given quantity of commerce, in time of war, by the in- 


creaſed expences of freight, inſurance, and mercantile charges, re- 
quires a greater capital than the ſame quantity of commerce in 
time of peace. Theſe two circumſtances muſt have had eonſider- 
able influence, in the courſe of the laſt three years, upon the cir- 


culating caſh and paper of the kingdom, eſpecially when it is con- 


ſidered that, from cauſes already aſſigned, the circulation of paper 


was conſiderably diminiſhed; and Mr. Boſanquet, a Bank Director, 


in aſſigning the cauſes of tae great preſſure on the Bank, for want 


of caſh, in the year 1783, is of opinion, that the drain of caſh at 


that time proceeded. from the great extenſion of commerce which 


followed the peace, and which occaſioned fo large an export of the 
commodities of this country, that the circulation was hardly ſuf- 


fcient to ſupport it. 


It appears laſtly, by the evidence of the Bank Directors, that in 
conſequence of the long credit given by our merchants, the pay= 
ments for the great quantities of our manufactures, produce, and 


other merchandize exported, do not take place till a conſiderable 


time after their exportation, though a great additional capital has 


been previouſly employed in providing the articles ſo. exported, 


The balance of payments, which ariſes out of the balance of trade, 


is neceſſarily poſterior to it; and in countries like Great-Britain, 


vhere long credits are given, it may not produces its full effectupon 
our circulation for a conſiderable time. i | 


The reſult of all the various circumſtances before ſtated, does 


not appear on the whole, to have produced any permanent diſad- 
vantageous effect on the caſh of the Bank till the month of Sep- 
tember 1795: the caſh of the Bank had, indeed been much lower 
than uſual in March and June 1793; but it roſe in the September 


of that year nearly to its uſual average. From September 1795, 


however, it continued pragreflively declining, ſo as to be, during 


the whole of the year 1796, conſiderably leſs than in the year 1795, 


but not lower at the end of 1796 than in the middle of that year; 


and in the commencement of the preſent year, ſtill leſs than in the 
year 1796; and in the week preceding the ifſuing of the order of 
Council, it diminiſhed rapidly : it was not, however, even at that. 

eriod, in any degree ſo low as in the year 1783, and particularly 


in the month of October of that year. 


The conferences between the Chancellor of the Exchequer 2 


5 3 3 
the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank, on the appre- 
henfions they entertained of the diminution of their caſb, and the 
IEG made by them, from time to time, on the effect 
which foreign loans and remittances had on the ſtate of their caſh, 
will appear by the evidence of the faid Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor, and other Directors of the Bank, when they attended the 
Committee, either as a deputation or in their individual capacity, 
as well as from the minutes of thoſe conferences and the copies of 
the reſolutions delivered by them to the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer: it will appear alſo, from the evidence of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and from the letters written by him to the Governor of 
the Bank; all which are inſerted in this Report and to which the 
Committee think it more proper to refer the Houſe than to give 
a ſummary of them. | 1 „ * 
The accounts before inſerted, and the evidence juſt referred to, 
will alſo ſhew what was the nature of the advances made by the 
Bank to Government—upon what funds or credit they were made 
hat was their amount at different periods—how far the amount 
of thoſe advances, during the preſent war, have exceeded thoſe 
uſually made in time of peace—how far they have exceeded thoſe 
made in the laſt war—and whether they were greater or leſs, im- 
mediately previous to the iſſuing the order in Council of the 26th 
of February, than at any preceding period, 5 
The Committee were deſirous of throwing further light on this 
ſubject, by laying before the Houſe ſome accurate account of the 
exchanges between Great-Britain and other countries; as theſe, 
when they can be correctly aſcertained, afford a good criterion of 
the balance of payments between Great-Britain and other countries, 
and thereby ſhew, whether there is reaſon to conclude that any 
coin or bullion have been exported or imported. At preſent, the 
only places with which there ſubſiſts any regular courſe of exchange 
with Great-Britain, are Liſbon and Hamburgh. At this laſt place 
a great proportion of the accounts between Grear-Britain and the 
northern parts of Europe is now ſettled and paid. The par of ex- 
change with Liſbon can be accurately ſtated; it is 673. It has al- 
ready been ſhewn, from the evidence of Sir John Hort and Mr, 
Whitmore, how far the exchange between London and Liſbon has 
been of late to the diſadvantage of this country; and their account 
of it is fully confirmed by a ſtatement of the courſe of exchange, 
taken from Caſtaing's papers, inſerted in this Report. 
With reſpe& to the exchange between Great-Britain and Ham- 
burgh, the Committee have not been able to decide, to their fatis- 
faction, what is the actual par of exchange between London and 
Hamburgh. The witneſſes they have examined have widely differed _ 
with reſpe& to the par of exchange between thoſe places. The 
Committee, however, have inſerted in the minutes of the evidence 
the anſwers of Mr. Boyd to two queſtions put to him, and a paper 
preſented to tliis Committee by one of the Members of it, which 
throw conſiderable light on this ay ſubject, and will account, 
N 1 7 D 2 | In 
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in ſome degree, for the difficulty the Committee had experienced 
in determining, with ſufficient accuracy, the par of this exchange. 
The mercantile accounts in Hamburgh and London have a refe- 
rence to different metals. Silver appears to be the common coin of 
Hambur gh, and gold is, in that place, rather to be conſidered as a 
commodity. Gold is the mercantile coin of Great- Britain, and 
ſilver has been for many years only a commodity, which has no 
fixed price, and is very rarely carried to 4ne Mint to be coined, but 
varies according to the demand for it at the market. The market- 
price of theſe precious metals appears alſo to have an influence on 
the banco money of Hamburgh, in which the exchanges are reck- 
oned. Tt is probable that to theſe circumitances is to be imputed 
the difficulty of determining the par of exchange between London 
and Hamburgh. On the preſent ſubject, therefore, all that the 
Committee can ſay with certainty is, that according to the evidence 
of the Governor of the Bank of England (which is confirmed by a 
paper annexed), the exchange with Hamburgh ceaſed to be unfa- 
vourable to this country in March 1796, became more favourable 
in the month of October laſt ; and that it continued favourable till 
the 26th of February, when the order of Council was ifſued ; and 
that it continues ſo ſtill. %%% ] ns 5 
The Committee have hitherto ſtated the ſeveral points relating 
to the more remote cauſes, by which the circulation of the king- 
dom, and the general ſtate of the Bank, may have been affected. 
They proceed now to thoſe which immediately preceded the 26th 
of February laſt, and more directly contributed to the neceſſity of 
the order of Council, which was iſſued on that day. 5 
It appears from the evidence of Mr. Elliſon, that a few weeks 
e to the 26th of February, two great mercantile banks at 
| Newcaſtle ſtopped Entry in caſh, owing to the effe of a local 
alarm, ſimilar, as ſtated by this Gentleman, to that in 1793, which 
_ occaſioned moſt of the country bankers to draw large ſums of mo- 
_ ney from the metropolis, and induced them to keep in ſtore larger 
quantities of ſpecie than before the year 1793, in order to make 
their payments, if ſuch ſhould be required of them. Mr. Thorn- 
ton confirms in genera] this account given by Mr. Elliſon. He 
agrees alſo with Mr. Elliſon with reſpe& to the demand for caſh 
made on the metropolis by the country bankers, for the purpoſe 
of being ſent to different parts of the kingdom, where it is partly 
kept by the country bankers for the uſes before mentioned, and 
partly drawn out of their hands by individuals to be hoarded. 
It appears by the evidence of Mr. Thornton that there was, at 
this time, alſp a demand of caſh to be ſent from the the metropolis 
to Scotland, _ ** VVV 
But thoſe demands for caſh from the diſtant parts of the king- 
dom, were not the only caufes of the embarraſſments of the Bank 
of England at this period. It is ſtated in an account delivered by 
Mr. Puget, one of the Directors of the Bank of England, and 
agent for the Bank of Ireland, that in the commencement of the 
n | ; | year 


C13. 4 
year 1797 there was an unuſual demand of caſli made on the Bank 
of England to be ſent to Ireland; and that there was an expecta- 
tion of a loan being intended to be raiſed in Great-Britain for the 
ſervice of Ireland, which would have neceſſarily occaſioned the ex- 
portation of a conſiderable quantity of coin from the metropolis to 
the latter kingdom. It is proper to add, that the kingdom of Ire- 
land appears, for ſome weeks previous to the iſſuing of the order 
of Council of the 26th of February, to have experienced a great 
want of caſh, ſimilar to that which was experienced in Great- 
JJ. | OT 
There is a circumſtance that throws conſiderable light on one, at 
leaſt, af the cauſes which produced this great demand for caſh on 
the Bank. It appears by the account of the ſtate of the caſh at the 
Bank, at different periods, as laid beiore the Committee, that the 
greateſt drain of cath which the Bank has experienced, ſubſequent - 
to the year 1783, was in March and June 1793, that is, a ſhort 
time after the failure of the country banks 1n that year; and in the 
commencement of the month of February of this year, that is, a 
ſhort time after the Newcaſtle banks ſtopped payment in caſh, and 
when the alarms before ſtated produced great demands for caſh 
from different parts of the country; ſo that, in both thoſe periods, 
the ſame cauſe appears to have produced an effect nearly fimilar, 
that is, a very unuſual drain of caſh from the Bank. N 
The increaſed demand for caſh muſt bear a proportion to the 
decreaſe of any other ſort of circulation that is a ſubſtitute for it. 
The Committee will preſently ſnew tv what degree the circulation 
of the notes of the Bank of England had been diminiſhed, immedi- 
ately previous to the 26th of February laſt. With refpect to the 
decreaſe of country bank bills in circulation, Mr. Thornton, who 
appears to have collected his evidence from ſeveral parts of the 
kingdom with great accuracy, was deſired by the Committee to de- 
liver in an account of the proportion in which, according to his 
information, country bank bills circulated in different parts of the 
kingdom, before the failures in 1793; at a period ſubſequent to 
that vear; and at the preſent time. This account may be ſeen at 
large in the evidence; but the reſult is, that at the preſent time 
the circulation of theſe bills is in one part of the kingdom not 
more than about a third ; in another, not more than halt; and in 
a third, but a fixth, of what was 1n circulation before the year 
1793: and the Committee have already endeavoured to ſhew, in 
a former part of this Summary, to what degree the means of coin- 
ing, and, in conſequence thereof, the regular ſupply of new coin 
| (which alone could fill up the void occaſioned by this decreaſe of 
circulating paper) had diminiſhed of late years. 
From the evidence of the Governor of the Bank, and from the 
report of the laſt Secret Committee, which has been laid before, 
this Committee, it appears, that it was not (ingly the diminiſhed 
ſtate of their caſh which gave the directors any great alarm; the 
Governor and Mr, Boſanquet rather impute this alarm to the pro- 
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 greſſively increaſing demands for caſh upon them, particularly in 
the week preceding the 26th of February, and to the reaſons they 

had to apprehend that theſe demands, and the conſequent progreſ- 
five reduction of caſh, would continue and even increaſe ; and 
they add. that this drain was in great part owing to demands for 
caſh from the country, ſuch demands being made uporf the Bank 
indirectly from the country, but directly from the bankers of Lon- 
don, who were to ſupply the country. | 
The Directors of the Bank, under the impreſſion which theſe 
alarms and embarraſiments had occaſioned, appear to have judged 
it prudent to diminiſh their notes in circulation, and the conſe- 
quent demands that might come upon them, ſo as to make the de- 
mands more nearly correſpond with the ſtate of their caſh, It will 
be ſeen in the accounts preſented to the Committee, of the amount 
of Bank notes in circulation at different periods, that the average 
amount of Bank notes in circulation at diſſerent periods, that the 
average amount of theſe notes in circulation for ſeveral years pre- 
vious to the end of the year i796, may be ſtated at between 
. 10,00, 00 and J. 1 1, ooo, ooo, hardly ever falling below 
L. o, oo, oo, and not often exceeding, to any great amount 
Z 11,000,000. It will appear by one of the afore-mentianed ac- 
counts, that in the latter end of the year 1796, and in the begin- 
ning of 1797, the amount of the Bank notes in circulation was 
Jefs than the average before ſtated; and on the 25th of February 
laſt, it was reduced to £.$,640,250. 3 . 
It is true, that in an account preſented to the Committee of the 
amount of Bank notes in circulation in the years 1782, 1783, and 
1784, the quantity was then generally even leſs the ſum laſt men- 
tioned; but at that time the 8 commerce of the kingdom was 
not even one half of what it is at preſent, as will be ſeen in the ac- 
count of imports and ex ports inſerted in this Report. | | 
It is not probabe that the reduction of Bank notes to f. 8. 640, 250, 
immediately previous to ihe iſſuing the order in Council of the 
26th February, was owing to any diminution of the demands for 
them; for at that time the merchants of London were ſubject to 
difficulties from not being able to get their bills difcounted. 
The Directors of the Bank had, on the 311t December 1795, 
come to a reſolution to diminiſh their diſcounts ; but notwith- 
ſtanding that reſolution, they did not diminiſh the amount of their 
_ difcounts in the courſe of the year 1796, compared with what they 
were in 1795, but had rather increaſed them, not however to 
ſuch an extent as to make them correſpond with the wants of the 
commercial world. A conſiderable degree of diſtreſs conſequently 
_ enſued, which diſtreſs may alſo be imputed to another cauſe in evi- 
_ dence before the Committee. By law no man is to take more 
than . 5 per cent, intereſt for money lent or advanced by him; 
and this reſtriction is underſtood to apply to bankers in the buſi- 
neſs of diſcounting ; ſo that in time of war, when a much greater 
intereſt than L. 5 per cent. can be made of money upon Govern. 
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ment ſecurities, the diſcounts which merchants obtain from bank- 
ers and other individuals, are neceſſarily much diminiſhed, and 
they are forced, on that account, to reſort directly to the Bank. 

Some of the perſons whom the Committee examined on this part 
of the ſubject, have expreſſed a ſtrong opinion of the inconvenience 


Produced by the conduct of the Bank in diminiſhing their notes in 


circulation, and in reſtricting their diſcounts. 


One of theſe perſons is of opinion, that an increaſed quantity of 


Bank notes, proportioned to the increaſed occaſion for them, muſt 
tend to prevent a demand for guineas rather than to promote it; 
and that if the quantity of notes iſſued 1s very conſiderably lefs than 
the occaſions of the mercantile world require, a run upon the Bank 
will be the conſequence. He is of opinion alſo, that the Directors 
of the Bank no not avail themſelves of the full extent of their cre- 

dit; and that the caution neceſſary to be obſerved by private bank- 
ers in the amount of their bills, does not apply to the caſe of the 
Bank of England, for ſeveral reaſons which he affigns. A great 
quantity of Bank notes, in his opinion, is abſolutely neceſſary for 

the circulation of the metropolis; and that in this reſpect it is im- 
material whether theſe notes are iſſued for advances made to Go- 
vernment, or in diſcounts to private perſons, except that in the 
laſt caſe, thoſe whoſe bills are diſcounted to a greater extent, may: 


_ ſuppoſe that more relief is granted to them. He allows, however, 
that as the Bank diſcounts, even in time of war, at C. 5 per cent. 


there may be a greater diſpoſition to borrow of the Bank at YZ. 5 
per cent. than it may be prudent always for the Bank to com- 
ply with. 3 | Pos 


Another of thoſe Gentlemen is of opinion, that the reſolution 


of the Bank to reſtrict their diſcounts excited an alarm and diſtruſt 
that led to an increaſe of the drain of the caſh ; that it has contributed 
alſo to the forced ſale and depreciation of public ſecurities, and to 


notes and caſh; which ſupply has not kept pace with 


other embarraſſments occaſioned by an inſufficient way of Bank 
by 


e demand 


arifing from the employment and circulation of active capital, par- 


_ ticularly for the laſt fifteen months: and he is alſo of opinion, that 
it would not ſignify materially to the public, whether the quantum 
of Bank notes introduced into circulation was created by diſcount- 
ing bills for the merchants, or by advances to Government. 

"he Committee have judged. it right to ſtate the cauſes aſſigned 
by theſe Gentlemen of the diſtreſs that has lately prevailed from 


the want of ſufficient means of circulation in commercial tranſac- 


tions : the Committee, however, do not mean to decide whether 


the Bank Directors might not have ſolid reaſons for their conduct 


in this reſpect, or to convey any opinion on this doubtful and de- 


licate queſtion, but conceive it their duty to call the attention of 


the Houſe to a point of ſo great importance, and refer the Houſe 
to the arguments ſtated more at large in the evidence. . 
The Committee have thus gone through the chief points which 

have occurred in their enquiry reſpecting the cauſes n 9 
25 5 uce 
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duced the order in Council of the 26th of February laſt, as res 


ſulting from the evidence taken by them, and the accounts laid be- 
fore them. They ſubmit the ſame to the conſideration of the 


Houſe; but as the minutes of their proceedings are inſerted in the 
former part of this Report, and as the Houſe is thereby poſſeſſed of 
the evidence on the whole of this ſubje in great detail, the Mem- 


bers of it will be-enabled to fupp!y any omiſſions, and to correct 
any defects which may be found in this Summary. 

The Committee being deſirous of confining themſelves to thoſe 
matiers on which they have thought proper to cali evidence, and 
ſenſible of the difficulty (even at all times) of appreciating the ex- 
tent and influence of alarm, forbear from adverting to the effects 
produced upon the ſtate of pecuniary tranſactions and circulation 
by. the apprehenſions of invaſion generally prevalent towards the 
cloſe of the laſt year and in the beginning of the preſent, but of 
which the operation muſt, doubtleſs, have been conſiderable. Nor 


will they attempt to eſtimate how far the interruption given to the 
banking operations of many great commercial cities, by the trou- 


bles and calamities which have agitated Europe, and the entire 
ruin of many commercial houſes and eſtabliſhments, may have 


tended to derange the accuſtomed courſe and confidence of general 
circulation. N NN | IF; ba 


The Committee think it ſufficient merely to enumerate con- 


- 


ſiderations of ſuch general notoriety, and to ſubmit them, without 
further obſervation, to the wiidom of the Houſe, | % 


T... MEVORT: „ 
or THE COMMITTEE OF SECRECY OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


The CommiTTEE of SECRECY, appointed to examine and ſtate the 


total amount of outſtanding demands on the Bank of England, 
and likewiſe of the funds for diſcharging the ſame; and to re- 
port the reſult thereof to the Houſe, together with their opinion 
on the neceſſity of providing for the confirmation and continu- 
ance, for a time to be limited, of meaſures taken in purſuance 
of the Minute of Council on the 26th of February laſt; and who 
were empowered to report their proceedings from time to time 
to the Houſe; and who were inſtructed to enquire into the ne- 
ceſſity of iſſuing the Minute of Council of the 26th of February, 
and to report their opinion to the Houſe concerning ſuch neceſ- 


| fity, and what ſhould appear to them to have been the cauſes 
which produced the ſame, oo no ed, 


| Having reported upon the two firſt objeRs of their enquiry, 
have, purſuant to the inſtruction given them by the Houſe, pro- 
ceeded to enquire into the neceſſity of iſſuing the ſaid minute of 


— 


Council; and your Committee finde. 
That the caſh and bullion in the Bank 15925 been conſiderably” 


reduced between the month of June 1795 and the 2 iſt of February 


12 
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1597, were on that day in ſo low a tate, as to induce the Directors of 
the Bank to lay before the Chancellor of the Exchequer the preciſe 
amount, together with their apprehenſions of its being ſtill further 
reduced, in order that he might take ſuch meaſures as might be 
thought moſt adviſeable for the public intereſ. 
It appears to your Committee, that between that day and the 
26th of February, the drain on the Bank for caſh increaſed in a 
ſtil} more rapid and alarming proportion; and that ſuppuſing ſuch 
drain ſhoulc continue to operate (and itil] more fo if it ſhould en- 
creaſe), your Committee are of opinion, that there was ſtrong rea- 
fon to apprehend that the Bank might, in the courſe of a few days, 
not only be prevented from affording the uſual and neceſſary ſup- 
Ply of cafh for the public ſervice, but ultimately be totally diſabled 
rom continuing its payments in caſh in the ordinary courſe of its 
bufineſs ; and that by a further reduction to any coufiderable a- 
mount, the danger to the public would have been greatly increaſed, 
and it might have become much more difficult to reinſtate the affairs 
- of the Bank, and reſtore the general circulation of the kingdom; that 
there was no reaſon to ſuppoſe that the drain would, on the enſu- 
ing Monday and following days be in the leaſt diminiſhed, but ra- 
ther that it would have been conſiderably augmented ; that no 
means were ſuggeſted by the Directors of the Bank for preventing 
the danger which was apprehended, nor did any ſuch occur to them 
at the time, or have ſince been ſuggeſted to this Committe ; and it 
therefore appears to your Committee that no meaſure could then 
have been taken which would have prevented ſuch danger, other 
than the ſuſpenſion of payments in caſh We pe by the minute of 
Council: your Committee are therefore of opinion, that on the 
26th of February there did exiſt a neceſſity for iſſuing the minute 
of Councit of that date, though at the time not warranted by 
Your Committee having thus reported to the Houſe their opinion 
concerning ſuch neceſſity, have next proceeded to enquire into the 
cauſes which might appear to them to have produced the ſame. 
Thefe, being undefined in their nature aud extent, and not eaſily 
admitting of any limitation, have led your Committee into inveſti- 
gations, the detail of which, ſubject to ſome reſtriftions hereafter 
explained, wilt be found in the ſubſequent part of this Report, and 
the Appendix thereunto atnexed. — © 7 
In order, however, to comply, as far as they are able, with the 
inſtructions which they have received, your Committee have, in the 
firſt place, directed * attention to ſuch cauſes as appeared to 
them moſt capable of being aſcertained, from their immediate and 
ſenſible effect upon the Rate of caſh in the Bann. 
They find it agreed, that whatever were the cauſes which ope- 
ated to reduce the caſh and bullion. in the Bank to the ſtate in 
yhich ona ſtood at the beginning of February laſt, the operation of 
ſe cauſes, being from their nature as well as actual effect gradual 
and progreſſiye, might perhaps have ceaſed or been counteraRed, 
Ver. III. 1797. c | But 
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But; your Committee find, that ſubſequent to the period laſt ad- 
verted to; a new cauſe of drain on the Bank ſuddenly came into 
action with ſufficient violence to produce the neceſſity in queſtion, 
even under the operation of any meaſures which could from that 


time have been applied to prevent it. 
The alarm of invaſion which, when an immediate attack was 
firſt apprehended in Ireland, had occaſioned fome extraordinary 


demand for caſh on the Bank of England in the months of De- 
cember and January laſt, began in February to produce ſimilar ef- 
fects in the North of England. Your Committee find, that in con- 


ſequence of this apprehenſion the farmers ſuddenly brought the 
produce of their lands to ſale, and carried the notes of the country 
banks, which they had collected by theſe and other means, into 


thoſe banks for payment; that this unuſual and ſudden demand 

for caſh reduced the ſeveral banks at Newcaſtle to the neceflity of 
ſuſpending their payments in ſpecie, and of availing themſelves of 
all the means in their power of procuring a ſpeedy ſupply of caſh 


from the- metropolis; that the effects of this demand on the New- 
caſtle banks, and of their ſuſpenſion of payments in caſh, ſoon 
ſpread over various parts of the country, from whence ſimilar ap- 
plications were conſequently made to the metropolis for caſh ; that 


the alarm, thus diffuſed, not only occaſioned an increaſed demand 


for caſn in the country, but probably a diſpoſition in many to 
hoard what was thus obtained; that this call on the metropolis, 


through whatever channels, directly affected the Bank of England, 
as the great repoſitory of caſh, and was in the courſe of ſtill further 


N operation upon it, when ſopped by the minute of Couneil of the 
30th of February. 


- Your Committee farther obſerve, thas; as the DiveRors of the 


Bank had, previous to the actual exiſtence of the alarm, leſſened 


the amount of their diſcounts, ſo as to have reduced them, by the 

25th of February, one fourth of the ſum at which they ſtood at the 
beginning of the preſent year, and as the reſtriction of the accom- 
 modation afforded by them to individuals produced a ſimilar de- 
- creaſe in the amount of diſcounts by private bankers, the joint 
effect of this diminiſhed accommodation to the public, at a time 


when the circumſtances above- mentioned, and others to be here - 


after adverted to, ſeemed to require an increaſe of it, muſt neceſ- 
ſarily have been an additional embarraſſment in commercial and 
pecuniary tranſactions, tending to ESI an hears! for the caſh 


on the Bank. 5 


Vour Committee are therefore of 0 inion; that the inqiedjatela | 
| efficicar cauſe, operating upon the affairs of the Bank, at the period; 
and in the manner above ſtated, which produced the veceffity of the 

minute of Council of the 26th of-February was the A 0 exiſting 


under all the circumſtances before referr to. 5 
In inveſtigating the more remote cauſes Which mißt Me ope- 


| rated to reduce the caſh and bullion in the Bank to the ſtate in 


which they ſtood at the N of the Wade above referred hs 
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and which might have contributed to increaſe the effect of the 
alarm which then took place, your; Committee have collected a 
great variety of ſtatements and opinions, and have ſubmitted to the 


Houle, in this Report and Appendix, the whole evidence adduced 


before them, with the exception only of ſuch ſtatements, connected 
with the internal management of the Bank, or the private concerns 
of individuals, as could not, in the opinion of the Committee, 
with propriety and ſafety be made public. et Hüsch 
Your Committee have thought proper to make the general deal- 
ings of this country with other countries an object of their enquiry, 
in order to aſcertain their probable effect upon the augmentation _ 
or diminution of bullion and ſpecie in the kingdom. They have 
tor this purpoſe taken a view of the exports and imports of the 
country, and adverted to the general courſe of exchange with fo- 
reign countries; they have examined the Inſpector Genera] of im- 
ports and exports, from whom they have obtained a ſtatement, from 


whence it may be collected, that the balance of trade in favour of 
this country has, during the war, very greatly increaſed, ſo as ia 


each of the years 1793, 1794, 1795, and 1796, to have amounted _ 
upon an average to about Z£.6,500,000, creating a balance on the 
whole of about twenty-ſix millions, notwithſtanding the diminu- 
tion of the general balance by the ſums paid for the great impor- 
tation of corn, occaſioned by the extraordinary ſcarcity which lately 


| proved. and encouraged by large bounties, to an aa. 


beyond the ordinary ſcale of commerce in that article. f 
From a review of the courſe of exchange, particularly with Ham- 


burgh, which the events of the war have rendered a principal ob- 


ject of attention, it appears, that in the month of May 1795, the 


courſe of exchange with Hamburgh was reduced to ſuch. a rate as, 


in the opinion of perſons moſt converſant with the ſubject, ren- 
dered the export of bullion from this country a profitable traffic. 
That it ſo continued till March 1796, when it roſe above the 


kate at which ſuch export could be profitable, and towards the end of 


February laſt roſe ſo high as tc be favourable to the import of bul- 
lion, and has ſince, in a greater or leſs degree ſo continued. 15 
Your Comittee have next adverted to the ſituation of the coun- 


| try at the commencement of the war, in order more correctly, to 
eſtimate the effects of the war on the general ſtate of caſh and bul- 
lion within the kingdom. | | a 


It appears that the embarraſſments which aroſe early in the year 


179z are to be attributed to temporary cauſes, which are detailed 


in the report of the Select Committee appointed in that year, par- 


ticularly the want of a circulating medium, produced by the diſ- 


credit of a great quantity of country bank notes; and that from the 
circumſtance of the diſtreſs being relieved by the loan of Exchequer 


bills, all of which were duly re- paid, there was not a deficiency of 


caſh at that time in the kingdom. Eo 
It further appears, that although in the beginning of the year 


1793 the.caſh. and bullion in the bank were reduced very much. be. 
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Jos their ordinary amount, yet the quantity of foreign gold, p- 
chaſed by the Bank in the year, 1793, very greatly exceeded the 
De e e in the three preceding years; and the quan- 
_+tity-of-Engliſh coin purchaſed by the Bank in the fame year was 
alſo conſiderable; fo that, long before the cloſe of the year, the 


quantity of their caſh and bullion was raifed to an amount much 
above what has been deemed neceffary for their ordinary purpoſes, 
and above the amount at which it had been during any part of the | 
APO 199922105 (old nit gall ooo ate an i LE oe hs. 
It alſo appears, that although extraordinary quantities of bullion 
were exported in the years 1792 aud 1793, yet the caſh and bul- 
lion in the. Bank increaſed early in the year 1794, and during the 
whole of that year exceeded the amount of their caſh and bullion 
during any part of the year 1793... 
.-.- Your e have next proceeded to enquire what cauſes, 
ſince the cloſe of the year 1792, may have, contributed to draw 
caſh and bullion out of the country, or prevent the influx of them 
into it. The firſt that have occurred to the Committee are the 
oxpences incident to the war, and other expences abroad, which 
are ſet forth in the Appendix to this Report, as far as the ſame 
could be made out, from whence it appears, that the amount of 
thoſe expenditures is about /. 32, 8 10,977, of which ſum about 
L. 15,0, oo0 appears to have been expended in Europe, and the 
remainder in other parts of the world. C 
For the purpoſe of diſeovering how far theſe ſeveral articles of 
. expenditure and advance have collectively contributed to draw bul- 
lion from the country by actual exportation, your Committee have 
procured an account of bullion exported, excluſive of Ireland, in 
+ the years 1790, 1791, 1792, 1793, 17944 1795, 80d 17 6, which 
is ſet forth in the Appendix. This account is probably correct 
with reſpect to the quantity of bullion and of foreign coin exported; 
but as the current coin of the kingdom cannot lawfully be exported, 
Probably clandeſtine exportation may have taken place; and per- 
Ions going out of the kingdom may alſo have taken with them both 
foreign coin and current coin to à conſiderable amount, to anſwer 
their immediate expences. One cauſe of exportation of the coin 
o ce kingdom has poſſibly been the ſuperior price for which gold, 
during ſome periods of the war, has been ſold at dere and | 
. . elſewhere, which made the exportation of the current gold coin 
meited into bars, or in its ſtate of coinage, a profitable com- 
Four Committee have obtained accurate information of the re- 
mittances made for loans and advances to the Emperor, the parti- 
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Wes of which are ſtared in the Appendix; and your Committee 


nd that part of the loan of £.4,600,000, negotiated in 1794 and 
1795, was remitted in bullion, part of it in gold to the amount of 
about £.150,000, conſiſting principally of Louis D'ors, and the 
|, remainder, about £.1,04 ode in filver, chiefly Spaniſh dollars. 
It appears that the greateſt part of this bullion was purchaſed . Be 


A 
Bank; and that the whole was purchaſed through the intervention 
of the confidential broker of the Bank, and was ſent to Germany 
at different times, between the tl of September 1794 and the t ith 


of February 1796; that the reſt of that loan was remitted in bills 


of exchange; and that the advances made by Goverment to the 
Emperor, and other foreign Princes, in 1796 and 1797, were en- 


tirely remitted by bills of exchange, no part having been remitted 


in caſh or bullion, | ge 
| It alfo appears that the ſubſidies to the King of Pruſſia were re- 
- mitted, in 1794, partly in ſilver bullion from this country, part] 


by gold bullion procured in Amſterdam, partly by drafts on An. 


ſterdam, and partly by drafts drawn on London from Hamburgh, 
and by the Maritime Society at Berlin © 


It further appears to your Committee, that the quantity of gold 
_ coined at the Mint during the years 1793, 1794, 1795, and '1796, 
amount to upwards of fix millions ſterling, of which about £.885,000 


only was coined in the two laſt years. 


„ 


In addition to theſe cauſes of actual expence, your Committee 


* 


think proper to advert to various circumſtances which may contri- 


bdute either to the delay of the due return of commercial Nera 
this 


or require enlarged means of circulation in the country. Of 


nature are, the habit of the Britiſh merchant to give longer credit 


to the foreign merchant, than he receives in return; the change of 


the courſe of trade fince the war, atid the opening of new accounts 
with new cuſtomers; the circuitous remittance of money from va- 
rious parts, in conſequence of interruptions in the means of direct 


communication, and the ſtate of ſome of the countries from which 
_ conſiderable remittances are due. To theſe are to be added the 
increaſe of domeſtic commerce, the increaſe of manufactures for 


home conſumption, the general ſpirit of internal improvement in 
agriculture, and in the formation of canals and other public works. 
I T9.theſe may alſo be added, as producing a further neceſſity for 
à greater quantity of circulating medium, other cauſes of a different 


- 


nature, and in other reſpects of an oppoſite tendency, and parti- 


cularly the increaſed price of freight, ſhipping, inſurance, demur- 
rage, and a variety of other articles, generally affefing the trade 
| of the country boch in its former and in its increaſed ſtate; the 
advanced price of labour, and of all the necefſaries of life, and 


| almoſt every kind of commodity; Added to all theſe circumſtances, 
the operations and expences of the war may be ſuppoſed to require 


a greater quantity of circulating medium for internal as welFas for 


. external Pura Some of theſe conſiderations appear to have pro- 
duced the reſolutions of a meeting of merchants in London of the 


24th. of March 1797, ſubjoined to this Report. But while theſe 


conſiderations ſeemed to require increaſed means of circulation, 
other circumſtances. have occurred to diminifh the facility of it. 


- .. The increaſed amount and low price of the public funds, and the 


high diſcount on the negotiation of Government ſecurities, have 


been particularly ſtated to your Committee as Having confidetable 
oh SETLIST Mannen EC} TAL * fr, 211 18 717 72 4 | 
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Boards. 3 | 
The advances made by the Bank to Government have alſo been 
| Rated, and particularly by the Governor and Directors of the Bank, 


contributed to the embarraſſment which they 
rienced, by reducing the requiſite means of circulation, diminiſh- 


ta 4 


eration in this point of view, by inducing many perſons, who 


| before the war had been in the habit of employing their money in 


diſcounting bills of exchange as a dog dealing, to withdraw 
their money from that courſe of buſineſs, and employ it in the 
purchaſe of floating Government ſecurities, or other public funds. 
t alſo appears to your Committee that theſe circumſtances have 
had the further effect of increaſing the difficulty of raiſing money 
by loan PRO private ſecurities. The general effect of the low 
price of the public funds, and the great profit to be made by pur- 
hafing floating Government ſecurities, ſeems to have been to in- 
veſt in various Government ſecurities large. ſums of money before 
employed as part of the active capital of the country, either imme- 


diately by the owner, or mediately through the operations of dif- 


count on loan. The arrears owing by Government to individuals 


for public ſervices of various kinds have alſo been ſtated to your 


Committee as tending to diminiſh the means of circulation, parti- 
cularly as they may raiſe diſtruſt and create difficulties to commer- 
cial men dealing with Government by uncertainty of- payment, 
which may Me bare been increaſed by a want of punctuality in 
ſome late inſtances, alledged in evidence before this Committee, in 
diſcharging bills of exchange drawn upon the Navy and Victualling 


8 , 


as having materially contributed to their preſent embarraſſment; 
and it has been ſuggeſted, that it was important conſiderably to di- 


miniſh thoſe advances for the purpoſe of reducing their notes in 
circulation to a nearer proportion to their caſh, or at leaſt to bring 


the amount of them more under their controul, while at the ſame 


time they might be enabled to afford a larger accommodation to 


the commerce of the country by way of diſcount. a 


5 * > — 


- 


It appears, on the other hand, to have been the opinion of per- 


} » 


ſons engaged in commercial and pecuniary tranſactions, that the 


diminution of Bank notes fince December 1795, ſo far from tend- 
ing to ſecure the Bank from the danger of a drain of caſh, by con- 


tracting their engagements within a narrow compa, has in effect 
ave lately expe- 


ing the general accommodation by way of diſcount, and thus occa- 


 Honing a more preſſing demand for ſpecie, for which the Bank it- 


felf is the readieft as well as the ultimate ſource of ſupply. 


There appears to your Committee good reaſon to apprehend that 
the country bank notes 1n circulation have been reduced one third 


from the time of the difficulties in 1793 to December 1796, and 
that they have ſince that period ſuffered a ſtill further diminution ; 
and from hence has been inferred the neceſſity of providing from 
the Bank an adequate ſupply. of their notes to compenſate 2 this 


cbaſm in the circulation of the country. 


* * 
+ © 


"Your Committee conceive it may be thought important to ſtate, 
. N BE: that 


To 
that the amount of the cafh and bullion in the Bank, during x great 


part of the year 1782, and a very conſiderable part of the year 1784, 


was below the amount at which it ſtood in any part of the year 
1796; and that, during the whole of 1783, the amount was lower, 
and during fome parts of that year was conſiderably lower than it 
was on the 26th of February laſt; and that the Bank did not ak 
thoſe periods leſſen the amount of their diſcounts or notes, and the 
_ circulation of the country ſuffered no interruption. It alſo appears 
that the debt of Government to the Bank for advances in the years 
1780, 1781, 1782, 1783, and 1784, was generally very conſider- 
able, and bearing a near proportion to the debt due for advances 
on the 26th of February laſt, as appears by the accounts ſet forth, 
in the Appendix, part of the ſum included in the account of the 
preſent debt being the amount of unclaimed dividends paid by the 
Bank for the public ſerviee.// 11 oh e f 
Tour committee alſo have obſerved, that during a period of 
about nine months, between the month of June 1792 and the 
month of March 1793, there was a drain of caſh and bullion from 
the Bank to an amount larger than that of the drain which took 
place from the month of December 1795 to the 26th of February. 
1797, being a period of about fourteen months, and conſiderably; 
larger than the drain during the twelve months from the firſt of 
January 1790 to the firſt of January 1797 ; and that in April 1793 


the Bank raiſed their diſcounts to more than double the amount at 


which their diſcounts ſtood in December 1796; and that the caſh 
and bullion, gradually roſe from the month of April 1703 and in 


the month of September 1793, the amount was nearly equal tothe“ 


amount in June 1792, and in December 1793 exceeded the 
amount during any part of the year 1792, and in the year, 1794 
roſe lhe 77 G n 

. Your Committee having ſtated theſe facts, and theſe opigious, 
ſubmit the concluſion to be drawn from them, and the, onder: 
ation of the whole, to the wiſdom of the HouſG. % 
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(L. S.) Whereas it has been repreſented unto us, that notwitho 


-ſtanding the declarations made in our. name, and by our authority. 
by our Lords Commiſſianers of our Admiralty, of our gracious:ihg 


tentions to recommend to the conſideration of Parliament ta aug- 


ment the wages and allowances of the ſeamen and marines of our flg 


which our 833 intentions and declarations have ſince been car+ 


ried into effect by an act of Parliament; and eee e 
communication made by our right truſty and right well beld ved 


Couſin and Counſellor Richard Earl Howe, Adtairal.of our lest 


of our gracious intentious towards the ſeamen and marines of dur 
SO No Tr ON % de fleet, 
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our ſeamen and marines on board the (aid 
ture of the offences by them committed, and of the dangerous con- 


N we, being deſirous to extend our gr 
puny 


_ marines who may have been guilty © 


141 3 
n of the offences by them committed, and our 
tion thereupon, bearing date the 11th day of me 


Royal Procla 


inſtant; and notwithſtanding the ſentiments of duty and gratitude 
with which the fame were received by the ſeamen and marines of 


dur other ſquadrons, yet the crews on board certain of our ſhips at 


the Nore have not only ſince the firſt manifeſtation of all theſe our 


gracious intentions and declarations, been guilty of divers acts of 
mutiny and diſobedience of orders, but have even proceeded to 


other acts of the moſt heinous and treaſonable nature, by firing 
| - ſome of our ſhips, in order to compel them to ſubmit to their 


rection; have threatened and taken meaſures for ſtopping the. 


commerce of the kingdom, aſſing to and from the port of Lon- 
don, and have, by terror o | 


| their forte, compelled two frigates to 
defiſt from executing a particular ſervice, which, by our orders, 
they were ditected to perform: We ben 7 it right to warn all 

ups of the heinous na- 


. 


| ſequences thereof to the ſpirit and diſcipline of the Britiſh navy, 
and to the welfare of their country, as well as to their own ſafety, 
do hereby earneſtly require and enjoin all our ſeamen and marines 
immediately, on notification of this our Royal declaration, to re- 


turn to the regular diſcharge of their duty, as has already been done 


by che crews of our other ſquadrons and fleets ſtationed at Pörtſ- 
mouth and Plymouth, and elſewhere. 1 


And whereas we are well aſſured that a great part of the ſeamen 5 


and marines on board the ſaid ſhips at the Nore abhor and deteſt 
the criminal proceedings which are ti} perſiſted in on board the 


7 


faid ſhips, and are defirous to return to their 


to all ſuch ſeamen and marines, ſo ſerving on board our 
ftups at the Nore, who may have! returned, or ſhall return, 


upon the notification of this our ROI decharation, to the regular 


and ordinary diſcharge of their duty, have authorized, and do here- 


dy authorize and empower our ſaid Lords Commiſſioners of our 


Admiralty, or any three of them, to wy to all fuch ſeamen and 
f any of the treaſonable.: 
aforeſaid, or any mutiny, or diſobedience of orders, or neglect o 


7 


duty, and who have returged, or who ſhall, upon notification 


thereof in board their reſpective ſhips, return to the regular and 
ofdinary diſcharge of their duty, our Royal intentions to grant to 
all ſuch ſeamen and marines our moſt gracious pardon, and to pro- 


miſe in our name to all-ſuch ſeamen and marines who have fo re- 


turned, or fhal! fo return to the regular and ordinary diſcharge of 
hair duty, our moſt" gracious pardon accordingly. And we do 
| keveby declare, that all ſuch ſeamen and marines who ſhall have 


fo returned, or ſhall ſo return to their duty, and to whom the 
ſis Lords C 


ſonments, 


\ 


_- 


—＋ Looney gar HASTE of For three * 
| promiſe our mall receive the ſame accordingly, 


1 


h 


2 


09 2 


ſonments, and penalties incurred by reaſon of any of the acts afore- 


ſaid, or by reaſon of any act of mutiny or diſobedience of orders, or 


any breach or negle& of duty, previouſly committed by them, or 
any of them; hereby declaring, at the fame time, that all ſuch ſea- 
men and marines, who ſhall not take the benefit of this our gra- 


cious pardon, ſhall, from henceforth, be conſidered as liable, ac- 


cording to the nature of their offences, to fuch puniſhment as the 


Articles of War and the Law have provided for the fame Given 
at our Court at Saint James's the twenty-ſeventh day of May, 1797, 
1n the thirty-ſeventh year of our reign. | 


By His Majeſty's Command. | 
. | PORTLAND. | 


THIRD BUDGET. 


RESOLUTIONS OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY, VOTED JUNE 30; RE- 


PORTED AND AGREED TO BY THE HOUSE JULY 3, 1797. 
| Reſolved, | | 


THAT, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, every per- 


ſon who ſhall keep any horſe, mare, or gelding, or any mule charged with 
a duty of two ſhillings, by an Act of the thirty-fixth year of his preſent 
Majeſty's reign, ſhall yield, and pay annually, an additional duty of three 
ſhillings for each ſuch horſe, mare, gelding, or mule, which ſaid laſt- 


mentioned duty ſhall be ſubject and liable to an additional duty, after the 
rate of twenty pounds per centum, on the produce and amount thereof. 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majefty, an additional 


duty of five pounds per centum be charged upon the produce and amount 


of the ſeveral duties and cuſtoms now due, and payable, to his Majeſty, 


on goods, wares, and merchandize imported into, exported from, or brought, 
or carried coaſtwiſe, within this kingdom, except the duties of ten pounds 
per centum, and five pounds per centum, impoſed by an act of the preſent 


ſeſſion of Parliament, and alſo except the duties on tea, fugar, wine, to- 


bacco, and callicoes. | | 
That, towerds raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an additional 
duty of cuſtoms of three-pence be charged upon every pound weight of 


pepper which ſhall be delivered out of any warehouſe ro be uſed and con- 


ſumed in this Kingdom, which ſaid duty ſha!l be ſubject and liable to the 


additional duty of five pounds per centum impoſed by an act of this preſent 


ſeſſion of Parliament, and alſo to a further duty of five pounds per centum 
on the produce and amount thereof. 8 . 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an additional 
duty of five ſhillings be charged upon every chalder of coals, Newcaftle 
meaſure, exported trom this kingdom to any place except to Ireland, the 
Iſle of Man, any Britiſh colony: or plantation in America, or to the United 


States of America, which ſaid duty ſhall he ſubject and liable to the addi- 
tional duty of five pounds per centum impoſed by an act of this preſent” 
ſeſſion of Parliament, and allo to a further duty of five pounds per centurm 


on the produce and amount thereof, | 


That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an additional 
duty of one ſhilling and eight pence be charged upon every ton of coals 

containing twenty hundred weight, exported from this kingdom to any 
place, except to Ireland, the Iſle of 8 any Britiſh colony or plantation 


in 
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„ 
in America, or to the United States of America, which ſaid duty ſhall be 
ſubiect and liable to the additional duty of five pounds per centum, impoſed 
by an act of this preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, and alſo to a further duty 
of five pounds ger centum on the produce and amount thereof. | 

That, towards raifing the ſvpply granted to his Majeſty, there be charged 
an anzual duty of five ſhillings for and upon every clock or time-keeper, 
for the li eule or purpoſe, by whatever name the ſame ſhall be called, 
ere ted, placed, or being, in or upon any dwelling houſe, or any office or 
buil ing hereunto belonging, or occupied therewith, or any other build- 
ing what:v<r, whether private or public, belonging to any perſon or per- 
ſons, or company of perſons, or body corporate or politic, or any pariſh 


or place, or which ſhall be Kept, had, or uſed, by any perſon or perſons 


in Great Britain. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there ſhall be 
charged an annual duty of ten ſhillings for and upon every gold or en- 
amelled watch or time-keeper, for the like uſe or purpoſe, by whatſoever 


name the ſame ſhall be called, vrhich ſhall be kept, had, or worn, by any 
| perſon or perſons in Great Btitain. 8 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there ſhall be 
charged an annual duty of two ſhillings and ſixpence for and upon every 


ſilver or metal watch or time-keeper, for the like uſe or purpoſe, or other 
watch or time-keeper, for the like uſe or purpoſe, of whatever materials 


the ſame ſhall be made, and by whatſoever name the fame ſhall be called, 
which ſhall be kept, had, or worn, by any perſon or perſons in Great 
Britain, except gold or enamelled watches or time-keepers, and except 


watches kept for ſale or otherwiſe in the courſe of trade in the ſhop of ay 
| licenced maker of or dealer in watches. | 8 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there ſhall be 


Charged an annual duty, not exceeding the ſum of five ſhillings, .on every 
licence granted to any maker of, or dealer in, clocks, watches, or time- 
_ Keepers, in Great Britain. | 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an additional 


| ſtamp duty of ten ſhillings be charged for and upon every deed which ſhall 


be made in Great Britain,” 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for and upon 
every dwelling hou'e which now is, or hereafter ſhall be, inhabited, within 


the kingdom of Great Britain, having leſs than ſeven windows or lights, 


or which is, or ſhall be, ſubject to the duty upon inhabited houſes granted 
by an act of the nineteenth year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, there ſhall 
be paid the additional yearly ſum of one ſhilling. — 1, 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of Great 
Britain, which ſhall contain ſeven windows or lights, and no more, there 


shall be paid the additional yearly ſum of two ſhillings. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


_ dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of Gieat 


Britain, which ſhall contain eight windows cr lights, and no more, there 
ſhall be paid the additional yearlv ſum of two ſhillings and ſixpence. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
dwelling houſe-inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of Great 


Britain, which ſhall contain nine windows or lights, and no more, there 


ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of three ſhillings. Ton 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of Great 


Britain, which ſhall contain ten windows or lights, and no more, there 


he paid the additional yearly ſum of tour ſhillings. | 
8 RE | That 


| 3 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of Great 
Britain, which ſhall contain eleven windows or lights, and no more, there 
ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of four ſhillings and ſixpence. 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of Great 
Britain, which ſhall contain twelve windows or lights, and no more, there 
ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of five ſhillings and ſixpence. | 
Phat, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of Great 
Britain, which ſhall contain thirteen windows or lights, and no more, 
there ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of fix ſhillings and ſixpence. 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of Great 
Britain, which ſhall contain fourteen windows or lights, and no more, there 
| ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of feven ſhillings and ſixpence. 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
dwelling houſe inhabited or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of Great. 
Britain, which ſhall, contain fifteen windows or lights, and no more, there 
ſhall be paid the additional yearly lum of nine ſhillings, IS 
That, towards ,rajfimg the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 
Great Britain, whit 
there ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of ten shillings. 
That, towards railing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 
Great Britain, which shall contain ſeventeen windows or lights, and no 
more, there shall be paid the additional yearly tum of eleven shillings and 
ſixpence. 5 | . 


That, towards failing the ſupply granted to bis Majeſty, for every 


dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 
Great Britain, which shall contain eighteen windows or lights, and no 
more, there shall be paid the additional yearly tum of twelve shillings and 
ſcpencte. 5 F | 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
. dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the Kingdom of 
Great Britain, which shall contain nineteen windows or lights, and no 
more, there shall be paid the additional yearly ſum of thirteen shillings 
and ſix pence. e | 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of Great 


Britain, which shall contain twenty windows or lights, and no more, there 


shall be paid the additional yearly ſum of fifteen shillings. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


dwelling houſe inhabited; or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of Great 


Britain, which shall contain twenty-one windows or lights, and no more, 


there shall be paid the additional yearly ſum of ſixteen shillings. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted 10 his Majeſty, for every 
_ dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which shall contain twenty two windows or lights, and 
no more, there shall be paid the additional yearly ſum of feventeen 
shillings. | | 


That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, fo every 


 dwelling- houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 
Great Baitain, which ſhall contain twefity-three windows or lights, and 
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all contain ſixteen windows or lights, and no more, 


— —-— 


ad 


— oth ee 


. £6. — 5 22 
2 — —— i 
* 2 2 2 


nee 
— 
r 


* 
— 7 * 


. — 
. —— i EI Sn I I ES men en - 
— ans Kai : 


| 
Fi 
[ 1 i 
| 
4 
* 


- 


| Eo (66 6 
no more, there ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of eighteen ſhil- 
lings and ſixpence. | 0 | 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every * 


dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain twenty-four windows or lights, and 

ne more, there ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of one pound and 

. | 8 25 . 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


dwelling- houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain twenty-five windows or lights, and 
ſhall not contain more than twenty-nine windows or lights, there ſhall be 


paid the additional yearly ſum of one pound and three ſhillings. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


dwellmg-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 
Great Britain, which ſhall contain thirty windows or lights, and which 


ſhall not contain more than thirty-four windows or lights, there ſhall be 
paid the additional yearly ſum of one pound, fix ſhillings, and ſixpence. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain thirty-five windows or lights, and 
| ſhall not contain more than thirty-nine windows or lights, there ſhall be 


paid the additional yearly ſum of one pound, terfihilings, and ſixpence. 
mx: Majeſty, for every 


That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to Ri 
dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, witfih the kingdom of 
Oreat Britain, which ſhall contain forty windows or lights, and ſhall not 
contain more than forty- four windows or lights, there ſhall be paid the 


additional yearly ſum of one pound and. fifteen ſhiliings. 


— 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 5 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain forty-five windows or lights, and ſhall 


not contain more than forty-nine windows or lights, there ſhall be paid the 
additional yearly ſum of two pounds. _ k Wot pang 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


_ dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 
Great Britain, which ſhall contain fifty windows or lights, and ſhall not 
contain more than fifty-four windo s or lights, there ſhall be paid the 
_ additional yearly ſum of two pounds and five ſhillings. © .. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every | 


dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain fifty-five windows or lights, and ſhall 


not contain more than fifty- nine windows or lights, there ſhall be paid the 
additional yearly ſum of two pounds and ten ſhillings. - 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


_ dwelling-houle inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain ſixty windows or lights, and ſhall not 
contain more than ſixty-four windows or lights, there ſhall be paid the ad- 


ditional yearly ſum of two pounds and fifteen ſhillings. | 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every. 


dwelling houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain ſixty-five windows or lights, and ſhall 


Wl not contain more than ſixty-nine windows, or lights, there ſhall be paid 


the additional yearly ſum of three pounds. 5 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


qdwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


9 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain ſeyenty windows or lights, and ſhall 
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not contain more than ſeventy- four windows or lights, there ſhall be paid 


the additional yearly ſum of three pounds and five ſhilllings. 


That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majefty, for every 
dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 
Great Britain, which ſhall contain ſeventy-five windows or lights, and 


| ſhall not contain more than ſeventy-nine windows or lights, there ſhall be 
paid the additional yearly ſum of three pounds and ten thillings. | 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain eighty windows or lights, and ſhall not 


contain more than eighty-four windows or lights, there ſhall be paid the 


additional yearly ſum of three pounds and fifteen ſhillings. 
That, towards raiſing the ſapply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
 dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain eighty-five windows or lights, and 


ſhall not contain more than eighty- nine windows or lights, there ſhall be 
paid the additional yearly ſum of four pounds. | 
That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain ninety windows or lights, and ſhall 
not contain more than ninety-four windows of lights, there ſhall be paid 
the additional yearly ſum of four pounds and five ſhillings. 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


 dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain ninety-five windows or lights, and ſhall 


not contain more than ninety-nine windows or lights, there ſhall be pad 


the additional yearly ſum of four pounds and ten ſhillings. : 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
_ dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the Kingdom of 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain one hundred windows or lights, and 


ſhall not contain more than one hundred and nine windows or lights, there 
ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of five pounds. | 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 

_ dwelling-houle inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 

Great Britain, which ſhall contain one hundred and ten windows or lights, 


and ſhail not contain more than one hundred and nineteen windows or 
lights, there ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of five pounds and 


ten ſhillings. c Tg f . 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


qwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which ſhall contain one hundred and twenty windows or 


lights, and ſhall not contain more than ene hundred and twenty-nine win- 
dows or lights, there ſhall be paid the additfonal yearly ſum of fix pounds. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 
dwelling- houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of Great 
Britain, which ſhall contain one hundred and thirty windows or lights, 


and ſhall not contain more than one hundred and thirty-nine windows or 


lights, there ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of fix pounds and ten 
ſhillings. = Bs 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


_ dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 
Great Britain, which ſhall contain one hundred and forty windows or 


lights, and ſhall not contain more than one hundred and forty-nine win- 
dows or lights, there ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of ſeven 


ä pounds. 
„ That, 
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That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his og for every 


dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to. be inhabited, within the kingdom of 
Great Britain, which ſhall contain one hundredjand fifty windows or lights, 
and ſhall not contain more than one hundred and fifty-nine windows or 
lights, there ſhall be paid the additional yearly ſum of ſeven pounds and 
ten ſhillings. 25 | 


That, towards railing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


dwelling-houſe inhabited, or, to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 
Great Britain, which ſhall contain one hundred and ſixty windows or lights, 
and shall not contain more than one hundred and ſixty-nine windows or 
lights, there shall be paid the additional yearly ſum of eight pounds and 
five shillings. i c 2 ap | 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 


Great Britain, which shall contain one hundred and ſeventy windows or 
lights, and shall not contain more than one hundred and ſeventy-nine win- 
dowsor lights, there shall be paid the additional yearly ſum of nine pounds. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for every 


dwelling-houſe inhabited, or to be inhabited, within the kingdom of 
| Great Britain, which shall contain one hundred and eighty windows or 


lights, and upwards, there $hall be paid the*additional yearly ſum of ten 
pounds. Ty N 8 | „ | 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the (aid duties 


on houſes, windows, or lights, shall be ſubject and liable to an additional 


duty of twenty pounds per centum on the produce and amount thereof. 
Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in upon the ſaid reſolut ons, 
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TRE FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH Paikiirür, 
COMMENCED SEPTEMBER 275 1796, AND ENDED Jorx | 


20, 1797. 


* * The Roman Numerals refer to the Volume, and che Figures to the Page. 
' ABERCORN, 7 Mar 1 of, on A to RAE Ireland, Ii. 374. 


Abingdon, Earl of, on Addreſs on King's e i. 29, 30. On Addreſs i in 


anſwer to Royal Meſſage, on abrupt concluſion of Negotiation for Peace, i. 593. 
Abbott, Mr. Second Motion for leave to bring in Quakers Bill, i. 68. On Wa 


mulgation of Statutes, i. 189, 524. li. 291, 410, Brings up Report from Finance 
Committee, 111, 631, 633. 


Adair, Mr. Sergeant, Notice for Motion for leave to bring in Bill to relieve Q 
kers, i. 62. Moves for leave to bring in Bill, i. 68. On Bill, 1 j. 107, 470. li. 6, 
28, 244. On Supplementary Corps to guard. againſt Invaſion, i. 104. On Order, 


1. 639. On Motion for Public Retrenchment, ii. 344. On Motion for repeal of 


Treaſon and Seditious Meeting Bills, iii. 228. On Bill to puniſh Attempts to ex- 


cite Sedition and Mutiny in his Majeſty? s Service, ili. 441, On Bill to prevent In- 
tercourſe with Mutinous Ships, ili. 455. Brings up Report on Mr. Macklin's | 


Petition, iii. 510. Brings up Bill, iii. 516. On Inſolvent Debtors Bill, ili. 548. 


Brings up a Petition from a perſon named William Wilkinſon, praying to be i in- 


cluded in Inſolvent Debtors Bill, iii. 568. 


Adam, My. (Counſel) his Argument before the Jarda in Lord Lauderdale 8 
Caſe, ii. 13. ä 


Addington, Mr. on being choſen Speaker, i. 5, | | 
Addington, Mr. F. H. on chuſing a Committee to enquire into State of the Na- 


tion, ii. 296. On Motion for Peace, ii. 674. 


Advocate, Lord (of Scotland) on Army and Navy Augmentation, | i. 226. 

Albemarle, Earl of, on Attempt to invade Ireland, ii. 3 58. | 

 Allardice, Mr. on Bank Indemnity Bill, ii. 638. 

Anderſon, Mr. A/derman, on Cavalry Bill, i. 18 5. Seconds Motion for Papers 
relative to Port of 9 i. 239. On 3 Docks, i. 327. ii. 2, 4. On money 
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advanced to Emperor, i. =o Moves for leave to bring in a Bill to explain and | 
amend the Act reſpecting Price of Bread, ii. 554. On Motion for diſmiſſal of Mi- ys E; 
niſters, iii. 205. Preſents Petition "Wi Debtors in King's Bench, ili. 516. 
| Andrews, Miles Peter, Mr. on Motion for diſmiſſal of Miniſters, ili, 211, 
Anſwer to Addreſs on King's Speech, 1. 59. 
Anſwer of the Directory to Lord Malmeſbury”s Memorial, Appendix 1, 5. A 
ſwer to Lord Malmetbury*s Note by French anner, Appendix 1. 13, 14. to Spa- 
niſh declaration of War, Appendix, i. 31. 155 
Anſtruther, Mr. on Breach of Privilege, i. 251, 255, 293. On point of order, 
iii. 422. On Ship Owners Bill, iii. 535. Moves for leave to bring in a Bill to re- 
gulate the Trade between Forcign Countries, in amity with Great Britain, and our 
poſſeſnons in the Eaſt Indies, iii. 536. On Ship Owners Bill, iii. 530. 2 
Army Eftimates, i. 109, | 
Athel, Duke of (Lord Strange), on augmentation of Seamens Pay Bill, iii. 55. 
On Report of Secret Committee, iii. 133. On Motion for diſmiſſal of Miniſters, 
iii. 350. 
W General (Sir John Scott), on Oorder of Council relative to the Bank, 
11. 125, 160. On Report of Committee of Enquiry relative to the ſtate of the 
Bank, ii. 190. On the Bank, 11. 452, 455. On Bill to prevent intercourſe with 
the Mutinous Ships, 111. 455. On illegal Oaths, 1 lil. 544, 545. On Inſolvent 
Debtore Bill, iii. 548. On Ship Owners Bill, iii. 550. \ v 
Auctland, Lord, on Motion for Addreſs in anſwer to his Majeſty? s Meflage, no- 
Uifying tie abrupt conciution of the Negotiation ſor Peace, i. 578, 586. On Order 
ok Council, i. 73. On attempt to invade Ireland, ii. 386. On ſtanding Order, 
No. 126. ii. 65 5. On Report of Secret Committee, i iii. 261. On Motion for diſ- , 
| miſſal of Minions. 3 iii. 360. On Divorce Bill of Lady Vaſſal, iii. 424. On Bill 3 
tio allow Roman Catholics to act as Officers in Supplementary Mlitia,gyle 364 \ 
On Surgeons my 111. 620. | | 
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"Bonk of Encland, Reben of Committee of 1 li. 189. 
Buntes, Mr. on Order of Council, 11. 160. | 
| Baker, Mr. Vm. on Seamen, iti. 71, 72, 73. On Pariſh Ledkirers, | iii. 138. 
On his Majeſty's Meſſage, iii. 434. On Bill to prevent and puniſh attempts to ex- A , 
cite Mutiny and Sedition in his Majeſty s Service, iii. 445. On Bill to prevent | 
Intercourſe with the mutinous Ships, ili. 454, 457) 490. On India Judicature 
Bill; iii. 6306. 
Bangor, 22 of, on Surgeons“ Bill, iii. 462, 463 . 
Baring, Sir Francis, on capture of Cape of Good Hope, i i. 500. On India Bud- 
get, 522. On the Bank, ii. 444, 451, 557, 560. On new Bank, iii. 392, 
_ Barhinm, Mr. on chuſing 6 to enquire into ſtate of the, Nation, ii. 297. 
On Slave Trade, ii. 645. iti. 144. On Parliamentary Reform, iii. 2988. : 
Baſtard, Mr. on money ſent to the Emperor, i. 32 5. On order of Council rela- 
tive to the Bank, ii. 119. On Motion for public retrenchments, i it. 343. On the 
Bank, ii. 446, 637. On Butchers Meat Bill, iii. 197. On Eighteen Millions 
Loan Bill, iii, 408. On Loyalty Loan allowance Bill, lil, 421, 422. On Fore- 
= ſtalling Cattle, I11. 472, 506. | | 
= _ Bathurſt, Earl, moves Addreſs on King's Speech, i LIE > 
| Bedford, Duke af, on Meſſage for advances to the Emperor, i 1. 493. on Meſſage 
notifying abrupt concluſion of Negotiation for Peace, 1. 549. On Motion for Ad- 
F dreſs upon that ſubject, in anſwer tothe King's Meſſage, i. 586, 590, 596. On or- 
1 der of Council relative to Bank, ii. 71, 75. On appointment of Secret Committee, 
[4 11. 177. On Motion of Thanks to Admiral Sir John Jervis, ii. 221, 237. On 
Report of Committee of Enquiry into ſtate of the Bank, ii. 229, 235, 238, 239. 
On attempt to invade Ireland, ii. 384. On ſtate of Ireland, ii. 426, 429. On | : 
Motion for Peace, ii. 477, 479, 481. On Motion for Addreſs to diſmiſs Firſt Lord FP 
of the Treaſury, il. 553, On Report of Secret Committee, iii. 26. On Mutiny 
of Scamen, iii. 27, 28, On Loan Bill, itt. 54. On augmentation of Seamen's 
Pay, iii. 55 56, 57, 5 60. On Mutioy on board the Fleet, iii. 105. On Re- 
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port of Secret Committee, iii. 106, 134. On the ſtate of the Nation, iii. 254, 


A s. On diſmiſſal of Miniſters, iii. 337, 381, 384. On Surgeons! Bill, iii. 463. Kin 

Biddulpb, Mr. on Election Petitions, i. 181. On Cavalry Bill, i. 228, 3579, On 

; "a Navy Bills, i. 525. Moves for Papers relative to India Judicature, i. 533. On 
new Taxes, iii. 525. | | | N 


_ Bills of Exchange accepted, under direction of the Lords of the Treaſury, by the 
Bank, Appendix, ii. 24. | | 1 : 
_ Bird, Mr. Wilberforce, on order of Council relative to Bank, ii. 111 On Notes 
for ſmall ſums, ii. 130, 174, 178. On Bank, ii. 637. On Clock and Watch 
Duty Bill, iti. 569, 573. | | n 
Blane, Dr. examined on Canterbury Election Committee, ii. 47. 
Bootle, Mr. on diſmiſſal of Miniſters, iii. 207. | 
Bontine, My. Seconds Sir Wm. Pulteney's Amendment relative to money ad- 
yanced to the Emperor, i. 475. | „ 
Boughton, Sir illiam, India Budget, i. 523. On India Judicature, i. 536. 
Bouverie, Mi. on Auſtrian Loan, i. 488. On News-Papers, iii. 491. On ex- 
empting Royal Family from paying Duty on Watches, iii. 570. 
Borringdon, Lord, on Motion of Thanks to Admiral Sir John Jervis, ii. 247. 
On Motion for Peace, ii. 474. 2 1 
Bragge, Mr. on money advanced to the Emperor, i. 395. On Notes for ſmall 
Sums, ii. 136. | | | 


, p _ Bounties paid to Seamen from Oct. 10, 1795, to Oct. 10, 1796, Appendix, ii. g. 
Bridgewater, Duke of, on Trent and Merſey Canal, i. 249. | 1 
. - Budget opened, i. 2 52. ii. 711. iii. 517. Reſolutions of, Appendix, i. 16. 
Briſtol, Biſhop ef (Dr. Cornwall), on Bill to allow Roman Catholics to act as 
Officers in Supplementary Militia iii. 561. | 5 | 
HBrandling, Mr. on Motion for diſmiſſal of Miniſters, iii. 207. On Bill to pre- 
\l vent Intemgourſe with the Mutinous Ships, ili. 457. | | 


Browne, Mr. J. Hawkins, on La Fayette's caſe, i. 450. On Quakers Bill, ii. 7, 
On Bill reſpecting Notes for ſmall ſums, ii. 178. On Butchers Meat Bill, iii. 197. 
On diſmiſſal of Miniſters, iii. 201. „ OS. EET EE | 
Burdett, Sir Robert, ſeconds Mr. Fox's Motion on ſtate of Ireland, ii. 503. On 
Parliamentary Reform, iii. 284. On Bill to prevent intercourſe with the Mutinous 
Ships, iii. 45S. RS | | 5 fa 
X Burdon, Mr. on Motion for diſmiſſal of Miniſters, iti. 215. On New Taxes, 
h * 111. 515. | 5 "I | | 3 
Buren, Mr. F. on Quakers Bill, ii. 37. VVV 
Bunbury, Sir Charles, on Motion of Thanks to Admiral Sir John Jervis, ii. 183. 


ſ ; * 


f Call of the Huſe, 1. 423. 


Campbell, Lord Fred. on chuſing a Speaker, i. 2. On ſtate of Ireland, ii. 518. 
| Canning, Mr, on his Majeſty's declaration reſpecting breaking off Negotiation 
for peace with France, i. 556, 558, 561. On Public Retrenchments, ii. 350. 
Carliſie, Earl of, on Motion of Thanks to Sir John Jervis, ii. 226, On at- 
' tempt to invade Ireland, ii. 229, 369. On Motion for Peace, ii. 479. On Mo- 
tion for Addreſs to diſmiſs Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, ii. 549. On Mutiny of 
Seamen, iii. 28. On Bill to allow Roman Catholics to act as Officers in Supple- 

mentary Militia, iii. 565. 7 ee e np 11 
Cavendiſh, Lord George, on the Bank, ii. 448, On advances to the Emperor, 
ii. 635. On Motion to cenſure Miniſters for Mutiny on board the Fleet, ili. 95. 

Chancellor, Lord, Speech as one of the Commiſſioners: to open Seſſion, 1. 1. On 
choice of Speaker, i. 7. On Motion for Addreſs in anſwer to the, Royal Meſſage, a 
notifying the abrupt termination of the Negotiation for Peace with France, i. 590. 
On order of Council relative to the Bank, ii. 86. In reply to Duke of Bedford, 

. on uſual hour of doing buſinefs, ii 177. On Marquis of Lanſdowne's Caſe, ii. 
177. On Motion of Thanks ta Admiral Sir John Jervisgii. 224, 265. On ſmall 
ſum Note Bill, ii. 246. In anſwer to Dake of Grafton on intereſting Public 


Events, ji. 704. On augmentation of Seamens Pay Bill, iii, 58. Ou deciſion in 
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Appeal relative to Election of Scots Peers, Lauderdale verſus Erroll, iii. 195. On 
Motion for diſmiſſal of Miniſters, iii. 383. On Divorce Bill of Lady Vaſſal, iii. 
424. On Vagrant Bill, iii. 424. On hearing Counſel on Surgeons Bill, ii. 487, 
488 On Bill to allow Roman Catholics to act as Officers in Supplementary Mi- 
litia, iii. 562. On Scotch Militia Bill, iii. 527. On Glencarrn Peerage, iii. 576. 
On General Incloſure Bil!, iii. 578. On Surgeons Bil}, ii. 38, 587, 628. On In- 
ſolvent Debtors Bill, iii. 589. | | | 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, on Addreſs on King's Speech, i. 44. Moves to take 
King's Speech into conſideration, i. 59. Moves for Papers, i. 60. On Election 
Petition, i. 64, 69, 126, 180, 191. For raiſing a certain. number of Men in the 
ſeveral Counties of England and Scotland for the fervice of his Majety, i. 74, 89. 
Brings up Bill on the Subject, i. 706. Brings up Bill for augmentation of Militia, 
i. 208. On Bill, i. 181, 191, 192, 348. On funding Navy and Exchequer Bills, 
4. 127, 130, 138, 148, 149, 157, 165, 168, 178. 179. On Cavalcy Bill, i 184, 
186, 193, 215, 228, 334z 353. On Gamekeepers Bil, i. 223, 224 On Com 
diſtillea, i. 227. Notice of Budget, i. 227. Opens Budget, i. 257. 277. it. 711, 
741, 742. On Bill reſpecting Adminiſtration of Juſtice in the Country, i. 242. 
On Navy Debt, i. 142. On Army Eſtimates, i. 245, Notice 1eipe&ting Poor 
Bill, i. 251, 537. il. 62. On Breach of Privilege, i. 293 On Meney ſent to 
the Emperor, i. 301, 3-49, 374, 479, 482, 498. On Southwark Election, i 333. 
On Imperial Loan, i. 340. On Navy Bills, i. 342. On Military Interference, i. 
346. On M. La Fayette's Caſe, i. 436. Brings Meſſage from his Majeſty to de- 
fire Commons to allow him to continue temporary advances'to the Emperor, i. 469. 
On Meſſage, i. 471, 451, 452, 435, 488. To order, on Capture of Cape of Good 
Hope, i. 500. On Inland Navigation, 1. 541. On Negotiation for Peace, i. 545, 
547. On his Majeſty's Meſſage, and order of Council relative to the difficulties of 
the Bank, ii. 39, 49, 52, 82, 112, 115, 126. On tate of the Country, ii. 49. 
On Remittance to the Emperor, ii. 56, 586, 595, 596. On Notes for ſmall Sums, 
Ji. 133, 137, 175, 180. On order of Council relative to Bank, 11. 142, 154, 408, 
8, 589. On Motion of Thanks to Admiral Sir John Jervis, ii. 184. On Sale 
of Crown Lands, ii. 188. On attempt to invade Ireland, ii. 217. On the Two. 
Reports of Committees relative to order of Council, ii. 247. On the Bank, ii. 
251, 306, 315, 398, 401, 430, 453, 453, 460, 524, 555, 556, 558, 560, 56r, 562, 
563, 638, 639, 658, 661. On Committee of Secrecy, ii. 257. On State of the 
ation, ii. 297, 297. On Motion for Public Retrenchments, ii. 322, 336. On 
ſtate of Ireland, ii. 504. On advances to Emperor, ii. 612. On Slave Trade, ii. 
651. iii. 142. On Corn Exportation, ii. 657. On Motion for Peace, ii. 669, 688. 
: Ga Mutiny at Portſmouth, ii. 705. Brings down Meflage on Remittances for ſer- 
vice of Ireland, ii. 1, 5, 6, 13, 18. On Diftillerics in Scotland, iii. 5, 484, 48 5, 
491. On Meſſage relative to Royal Marriage, iii. 31, On Imperial Loan, iii. 32. 
Moves Portion of Princeſs Royal, iii. 36. On Neutral Cargoes, iii. 37. On Sea- 
men and Marines additional Allowance, iii. 40, 45, 47. On Seamen, iti. 62, 70, 
23. On Mutiny on board the Fleet, iii, 78,81, 94. On Mr. Palmer's Petition, 
Iii. 146. On Finance, iii. 162. Moves Addreſs on Royal Marriage, iii. 198. 
On Increaſe of Pay to the Army, ii, 249, On the Seamen, iii. 258. On Parlia- 
mentary Reform, iii, 274. On New, Bank, iii. 395. On Fighteen Millions Loan 
Bill, iii. 401, 408, 409 On Mutiny at the Nore, 3ii. 413. On Loyalty Loan 
allowance Bill, iii. 1 . On his Majeſty's. Meſſage, inn. 426, 435, 437. On 
Bill to prevent and puniſh attempts to excite Mutiny and Sedition in his, Majeſty's 
Service, fil. 444, 447. Bill to prevent Communication with Mutmous Ships, ili. 
450, 451, 452, 457. On New Naber Tax, ill. 477, 491. On Bank of England, 
iii. 480, 45 On Bill making Negroes real Aſſets, iii. 484. 3 Bank Pay ments, 
ui. 486, 489 490, 493. On Supply, iii. 499. On Veterinary College, ili. 50 
1055 up Tußpfke oll Tax, il. 386, Fi Forchalling Bill, it. 7 On Dez 
Tax, in. $17. Moves new Taxes on Hoſes, Pepper, Coals, Watches and Clocks, 
i. 517, 523, 542. On Inland Navigation Tax, Il 5263 529. , Gives it up, ili. 
549 Brings down Meſſage for pecuniary ances hy ag On Vote of Credit, 
di. 337. On illegal Oaths, in. 54 5, On allowance to Volunteer Cavalry, ili. 546 
547.” On Ship Owners Bill, fit. 550, FL On Mr. HatſePs..Letter of Reſigna- 
tion, Ii. 567. On Clock and * atch Duty Bill, iii. 569, 570, 572, $73. On 
5 | | Ametican 
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GENERAL INDEX. 


American Treaty, ii. $75. On inferior Gold, iii. 601. On Wet Dock Coin | 
mittee, iii. 604. On Bil! to convene Parliament at ſhort Notice, ti. 606, 60 
608. 609. 

Chatham, Ea, / of, Brings up Report of Committee of Enquiry i into State of the ] 
Bank, ii, 219 

Cho.mmndoiey, Mr. on Repeal of Treaſon and Seditious Meeting Bill, ili. 243. | 

Carcnie, Dube of, on Motion of Thanks to Admiral Sir John Jervis, ii. 221. 
On Mutiny of Searren, ni. 28. On Surgeons” Bill, iii. 466. 

Core, Afr. vn Bill reſpecting Adminiſtration of Juſtice | in the Country, 1. 241. 
ii. 12. On Notes for mal ſams, ii. 134. On Corn Bill, ii. 584. iii. 198, On 
Corporation Juriſuiction Bill, iii. 474. On Inland Navigation Pax, ii. 530. 

Committee, Setret one, of Pairs, appointed to inveſtigate affairs of 1 ii. 74. 
Of Commons, ii. 315. 

Combe, Mr. Alderman, On Attempts in the City to levy certain Duties on cuſ- 
toms prematurely, 1. 335, 339, 359. Seconds Mr. Fox's Motion on Money lent 
to the Emperor, i. 373. On his Majeſty's Meſſage relative to the Bank, ii. Þ 
On Advances to the E:p-.ror, ii. 595. Preſents Petition of City againſt Wet 
D..ck_ Bill, iii. 196 On Diſmiſſal of Miniſters, 111. 199. On Bill to provide 
for wives and chiliren of London Milit.amen, ii. 462. On foreſtalling Cattle, , 
ili. 47. Conference between the two Houſes on Minute of Council Bill, iii. 2. 

Courtenay, Mr. on order of Council, ii. 158. On chuſing a Committee to eu- 
gure into State of the Nation, ii. 296. On State of Ireland, ii. 517. On Defence 
of the Nati n, ii. 573. On Equal County Rate Bill for Middleſex, i Ut, 30. | 

Coventry, Earl of, on Motion for Peace, ii. 450. 

Credentials of, Lord Malmeſbury, Append x, i. 10. | Ty 

; ; Curtis, Alterman, on Cavalry Bill, i. 184. On money advanced to Etbperor, 
\ 1 3. 398. ii. 590. On Wet Docks, ii, 2. On the Bank, ii. 560. On Corn, ii. 
567, 583. iii 198. On Diſmiſſal of Miniſters, iii. 205. On Bill to provide for 
maintenance of wives and children of London Militiamen, ili. 462. 

Counſel heard in Houſe of Lords againſt Surgeons? Bill, iii. 487. 

Curwen, Mr. On Supplementary Milicia to guard bay e i. 103, 106, 
216. On funding Navy and Exchequer Bills, i. 166, 179. On money fent to the 
Emperor, i. 327. On Order of Council relative to the Bank, ii. 118, 153. a 
| | chuting a Committee to enquire into ſtate of the nation, ii. 297. On Call of the ” 
\ 4 | Houſe, ii. 403, 404 On State of Ireland, ii. 516. On Remittances to Ireland;** > 

| iii. 23. On Portion propoſed for Princeſs Royal, iti. 36. On motion to eenſure 
_ - Miniſters for mutiny on board the Fleet, iii. 95. On motion for Diſmiſſal of 
Miniſters, iii. 205 
Ciuſloms, Exciſe, Stamps and Incidents total receipt of toy + one year, ending 
July 5, 8255 Appeodis, 1 ll. 23. 


- 


Darvly, Lond, on ſtate bf Ireland, 11. 426, On motion for "Es Us a 2 
On motion for Diſmiſſal of Miniſters, iii. 38 7. 's 
Dent, Mr. on Poſtage Duty Bill, 1. 470. On money advanced to GEN N 
475 ii. 59 . On order of Council relative to the Bank, ii. 119, 409, 438. n 
Bank Indemnity Bill, ii. 531, 558. On motion for Diſmiſſal of Minigers, iii. tl 
213. On eighteen million Loan Bill, iii. 403, 409. On Dog Tax, tits 517. 1 
On new Taxes, iii. 5 15. On Inland Navigation Tax, ili. 527, 531. | 1 
_ Daniſh Miniſer at Paris (Count Wedel Jarlsberg), his anſwer to Lord. Gren- 17 i 

. De la Croix, | Charles (Miniſter of Foreign Affairs for the French Republic), 1 
his reply to Lord Grenville's note, Appendix, i. 75, 77, TE i 
Derby, Earl of, preſents Petition tor Lord Lauderdale, cormplainiog. of an undue þ 
election- and return of Earl of Errol, as one of the Sixteen Peers of Scotland, ij. 
105 Motions upon it, i. 108. Speech on Lord Lauderdale's Cafe, . 236. On - 9 
King's Meſſage, notifying abrupt conc!ufion of negotiation for Peace With France, 
i. 563, 577, 592: On motion for Addreſs to difmiſs Firſt Lord of the Treafury,, 
fi. 542 546. 
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GENERAL INDEX. 
© Declaration of War of the Court of Madrid againſt Great Britain, Appen- 
dix, i. 29. | 
ts, 35 Sir William, on Military Interference, i. 345. On Slave Trade, inn. 
149 On General Incloſure Bill, iii. 507. On Slave carrying Bill, iti. 507, 
Douglas, Lord, (Earl of Morton) on motion for Peace, UcBTS> -- | 
Dundas, Mr. Secretary, on choice-of a Speaker, i. 6. Brings up Articles of 
Treaty of Navigation and Commerce with America, i. 69. On Supplementary 
Militia to guard againſt Invaſion, i. 79, 349. On his Majeſty's Meſſage relative 
to War with Spain, i. 332, 341. Ou M. de la Fayerte's Impriſonment, i. 465. 
On capture of Cape of Good Hepe, i. 499, 501. India 7 i. 502, 522, 523. 
On motion for Papers relative to India Judicarure, i. 534 rings meſſage notify- - 
ing abrupt concluſion of negotiation for Peace with France, i. 551, 553, 646. 
On Remittance to the Emperor, ii. 60. iii. 77. Seconds the motion relative to 
royal meſſage on order of Council, ii. $9, 124. Moves thanks to Admiral Sir John 
| 3 ii. 181, 183. Moves thanks to Viee Admiral Thompſon, Vice Admiral 
aldegrave, Rear Admiral W. Parker, Commodore Nelſon, Sir Robert Calder, 
&c. ii. 188. On attempt to invade Ireland, ii. 190. On chuſing Committee to 
| Inquire into the ſtate of the Nation, ii. 295, 298, On Foreigners in Great Bri- _ 
tain, ii. 435. On the Bank, ii. 448, 560. On Defence of the Nation, i 13. 570, 
571. On Army Extraordinaries, ii, 637. On Slave Trade, ii. 653. On building 
Ships in India, iii. 39, On motion to cenſure Miniſters for Mutiny on board the 
Fleet, iii. 90. On St. Domingo, iii. 181. On Loyalty Loan Allowance Bill, 


iii. 418. On Scotch Militia, iii. 426. On his Majeſty's meſſage on Mutiny, iii. | 


433. On Bill to prevent intercourſe with the mutinous ſhips, 1 Iii. 457. On Fore- 
_ Malling, ili. 483, 497, 510. On India Judicature Bill, iii. 516, 517, 534, 539, 
540. On India Trade Bill, iii, 574. India Budget ſtated, iii. 590. 

Dundas, Mr. William, on Southwark Election, 1. 334. Preſents Petition of 
Alexander A i. 551. On Scotch Militia, 111, on "#5 | 


| dk. Mr. Bryan, on Auny Ents, i, 114 116. On ihe Bank ap. 
page of Payment, ii. 400. On Maroon Negroes, ii. 641. On Slave Trade, ii. 
649. 111.,.143. On St. Domingo, iti. 187. On eightcen million Loan Bill, iii. 
412. On foreſtalling Cattle, iii. 471. On Bill making Negroes AP; ill 45. 

Egerton, Colunel, on Trent and Merſey Canal, i. 328. 
Election Petitions, arranged, i. 107. 

Election Committee Reports, i. 230, 234. Milborne Port, i i. 330. | Calle, 
ji. 174. Kent, ili. 35, Maidſtone, iii. 137. Flintſhire, iti, 468, 
Eklferd, Mr. on Supplementary Corps to guard againſt Invaſion, i. 101. Seconds 
Mr. Pollen's motion for Peace, i li. 609+ On e of Treafon and Seditious 
ne Bills, iii. 232. | | 

Ellis, Mr, Charles, on Slave Trade, ii. — Il, 141. 

Elliſon, Me. on motion for diſmiſſal of Miniſters, lil, 214. On 1 of Trea- 
"fon and Seditious Meeting Bills, 234. 

E: ſkine, Hon. Thomas, on meſſage on abrupt conclufion of Negotiation for Peace, 
i. 616. On Parliamentary Reform, iii. 267. On Bill to allow the holder of a 
Promiſſory Note for 2 5001. to ſtamp it with a legal ſtamp, iii. 49 5 

Extraordinary Expences of the Army, Appendix, i. 39. 
Extract from Regiſter of the INTE of the Executive DixeGory of . 
"Is 1 78. . TAR, 
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F. 


Fab Me. on 1 Eſtimatés, i. i. 114. | BY ee, 

Fauconberg, Earl, on order of Council relative to the Bank, i il. 73, 235. 

Fitzwilliam, Earl of, on King's Speech moves an amendment, i. 14, 30. on 
motion for Addreſs in anſwer to royal meſſage relative to abrupt concluſion of Ne- 


. gotiation for Peace with France, 1, 58 5. Propoſes amendment, 4, 59 3. On ſtate 
of e it, 418, 


2 e dee Fitzpatrick, 
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GENERAL INDEX. 
MN Fitzpatrick, General, on La Fayette's caſe, i. 335, 428, 452, 467. 
Fox, Mr. on Addefs on King's Speech, i. 34, 52. On Supplementary Mi- 


iitia in England and Scotland to guard againſt Invaſion, i. 81, 95, 101, 182, 349. 
On Army Eſtimates, i. 114, 117. On funding Navy and Exchequer Bills, i. 131, 


$42, 149, 150, 162, 170. On Cavalry Bill, i. 196. On Navy Debt, i. 242. 


Notice of motion reſpecting Treaſon and Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 251. On 


Budget, i. 279. On money ſent to the Emperor, i. 295, 321, 340, 360, 414, 
4376, 481, 486, 498, ii. 588, 590. On Southwark Election, i. 334. On War 
with Spain, i. 341. On Navy Bills, i. 342. On Military Interference, i. 346. 


On La Fayette's caſe, i. 440, 463. On termination of the Negotiation between 
the Directory of France and his Majeſty, i. 544, 618 On Tewkeſbury Election 


Petition, ii. 8. On his Majeſty's Meſſage relative to the Bank, ii. 50, 92, 126. 


On Remittance to the Emperor, i1. 58. On Notes for ſmall Sums, ii. 133, 136 
On order of Council relative to Bank, ii. 138, 162, 252. On motion of thanks 
to Sir John Jervis, ii. 182, 187. On attempt to vade Ireland, ii. 213. On 


Committee of Socrecy, ii. 264, 284, 287. On chuſing a Committee to enquire 


into the ſtate of the Nation, ii. 297, 299. On the Bank, ii. 310, 398, 438, 
44.3, 452, 453, 458, 463, 523, 524, 556, 558, 562, 658, 661. On motion for 
public retrenchment, ii. 345, 351. Notice of motion on Treaſon and Sedition 
| Bills, ii. 403. On Slave Trade ii. 404. On ſtate of Ireland, ii. 483, 518, 
On Dr. John Miller's Petition, ii. 522. On Defence of the Nation, ii. 572. On 
Imperial Loan, it. 623. iii, 31, On Slave Trade, ii. 654, iii. 144. On Corn 
Exportation, ii. 657. On motion for Peace, ii. 678. On Mutiny at Portſmouth, 


Ii. 705. On Second Budget, ii. 728, 748. On report of Budget, ii. 741, 742. | 


On Mefſage relative to remittances to Ireland, iii, 6, 10, 15, 17, 22. On 


Imperial Loan. On building Ships in India, iii. 39. On Seamen and 


Marines additional Allowance, iii. 42, 45, 48. On Seamen, iii. 64 -70, 71. 


On motion of Cenſure of Miniſters for delay of paeſenting Eſtimate of Sum neeeſ- | 
ſary for Increaſe of Pay of Seamen and Marines, iii. 81, 84. On India Compa- 


ny's Oath Bill, iii. 139. On St. Domingo, iii. 181, 188. Motion for repeal of 
Treaſon and Seditious Meeting Bill, iii. 218, 236. On Increaſe of Pay ta the 
Army, iii. 250. On Parliamentary Reform, iii. 3or. k | | 

French Counter Declaration (on Lord Malmeſbury's Negotiation), Appendix, 
i. 99. | | 


Fraſer, Mr. on Army and Navy Augmentation Bill, i. 226. On Quakers | 


Bill, ii. 37. On Scotch Diſtilleries, iii. 490. _ 


Fiullarton, Colonel, on ſtate of Ireland, ii. 512. On Defence of the Nation, ii, 


574. On motion ſor Peace, ii, 696. On repeal of Treaſon and Seditious Meet- 
ing Bills, iil. 233. r | - ee | 


6. 


Gaſcoigne, Colonel, preſents Petition from Liverpool, on ſeamen refuſing to re. 


turn with ſhips from Weſt Indies, 1. 122. On money advanced to the Emperor, 


i. 399. On Defence of the Nation, ii. 574 On Slave Trade, iii. 142. On 


Ship Owners” Bill, ili. 535. 


Glynn, Sir Richard Carr, on repeal of Treaſon and Seditious Meeting Bills, 


11. 233, 


Geary, Sir William, on Supplementary Militia, i. 352. On his Majeſty's De- 


claration, i. 559. On Poor Bill, ii. 63. On motion to cenſure: Miniſters for 

Mutiny on board the Fleet, iii. 83. On Parliamentary Reform, iti, 288, 

Ch, Sir Richard, on Cavalry Bill, i. 214. On eighteen million Loan Bill, 
in. » | Ss 1 | q pad e 


Grafton, Duke of, on order of Council relative to the Bank, ii. 43, 67, 6g. 
On Intereſting Public Events, ii. 703. On Loan Bill, iii. 53. On Augmentation 


of Seamen's Pay Bill, iii. 579. On Diſmiſſal of Miniſters, iii. 351, 372. ws 5 
\ Grenville, Lord, on Addreſs on King's Speech, i. 25. On Meſſage relative to 
War with Spain, i. 329, 336. On Meſlage for advances to the Emperor, i. 492. 
On Loyalty Loan, i, 527, 531. Brings meſſage to notify abrupt concluſion of 


Negotiavion 
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GENERAL INDEX. 


Negotiation for Pina, 1 i. 348 Preſents declaration of his Majeſty relative to 
breaking off Negotiation, i. 555. On that ſubject, i. 563, 564, 595. Brings 
up meſſage relative to the Bank and its difficulties, ii. 39, 40, 41, 44, 45, 64, 67, 
70, 74, 76, 88, 232, 237. On ſtate of Ireland, ii. 355, 356, 416, 421, 428. 
On Attempt to invade Ireland, ii. 390. On Lord Oxford's motion for Peace, 
Ii. 470, 480. On Lord Suffolk's motion to diſmiſs Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, 
11. 539, 551. Brings meſſage relative to Remittances to Ireland, iii. 24, 34. 
Meſhage relative to Marriage of the Princeſs Royal and Hereditary Prince of Wire 
temberg, iii. 26. On Mutiny of Seamen, iii. 27, 29. On Loan Bill, iii. 49, 
50, 53, 54. On Augmentation of Seamen' s Pay Bill, iii. 55, 56, 58, 60, 61, 


On Report of the Secret Committee, iii. 135. On motion for Diſmiſſal of Mini- 


ſters, ili. 372, 378. Brings down. meſſage ſtat ing Mutiny at the Nore, iii. 411. 
On the Meſſage, iii. 425. On Mutiny Intercourſe Bill, in. 462, Brings down 
meſlage for pecuniary Aſſiſtance, iii. 537. On Scots Militia Bill, iii. 553. On 


Bill for ſhortening Notice of convening of Parliaments, iii. 554, 555. On Bill 

to allow Roman Catholics to ſerve. in the Supplementary Milnia, iii. 566. Letter 
to Count Wedel Jarlſberg, Daniſh Majeſty' s Miniſter at Paris, and Note, apo | 
dix i. 72, 74, 76. 
Grantley, Lird, on Penge Incloſure Bill, iii, 589, On Surgeons? Bill, i ini. 628. 


Grenville, Mr. Thomas, on Southwark Ele d ion, i, 22 5. 


Grey, Mr. on Petition of Kentiſh Freeholcers, i. 236. Preſents Petition from . 


Mr. Tierney relative to Southwark Electio*, i. 237. On Navy Debt, i. 243. 


On Army Eftimates, i. 245. On Breach of Priviicge, i. 250, 254, 292, 294 
On Budget, i. 273. On money ſent to the Emperor, i. 308, 476, 484, 485, 


497+ ii. 587. On Southwark Election, 1. 333. On Imperial Loan, 1. 340. On 


Military Interference, i. 347. On M. de la Fayelte's Impriſonm ent, i. 451. On 
Morris's Petition relative to Southwark Election, i. 5 51. On King's Meſſage fig- 
vifying abrupt Concluſion of Negotiation for Peace, i. 552. On his Majeſty's. 

Declaration relative to the ſame, i. 557, 559, 561, 652. On order of Council 


xelative to the Bank, 1i. 125, 149, 160, 407. On Notes for ſmall Sums, 1 11. 1.35» 
On motion of Thanks to Sir John Jervis, ii. 188. On Attempt to invade Ires 


land, ii. 208. On Committee of Secrecy 11..287, On Second Budget, ji, 736 - 
737. On Diſtilleries in Scotland, iii. 4. On Remittances to Ireland, iii, 17, 22. x. 
On Army Pay, iii. 147. On Finances, Itl. 147. On e Dy 5 


ii. 259. 
 Grofvener, Colonel, on Trent and Merſey Canal, i. 327. 
Guuldford, Ear! of, on King's Speech, i. 22. On his M.jeſty' s meſſage 8 


to breaking off the Negotiation for Peace with France, i. 563, 570, 592 On or 
der of Council relative to tke Bank, ii. 41, 44, 68, 69, 71, 233, 236. On 5 
motion of Thanks to Admiral Sir John Jervis, ii. 224, 227. On Attempt to 
invade Ireland, ii. 388. On ſtate of Ireland, ii. 422. On motion for Peace, it. 


475. On Report 4 Secret Committee, lll, 12 5. On Diſmiſſal of Miniſters, 
. 756; | 


n. 


e Mr. on Money ſent to the Emperor, i i. 326. On oe of Good 


Hope, i. 501. On Public Retrenchments, ii. 316. On Bank este Bill, 
Þ. 581. 

Habe, "Lords: on Bill to allow Roman Catholics to at as s Officers in  Suppler 
mentary Mil.tia, ii. 559. | 

Harcourt, Culonel, on Cavalry Bill, i. 3 57. | 

Hay, Lord, (Earl of Kinnoul), on Addreſs on King ; Speech, i. 29. Preſents 


| Karl of Errol's Petition reſpecting Lord Lauderdale's Petition, i, 236. On motion 
for Addreſs on Meſſage ſignifying abrupt Coneluſion of Negotiation for Peace with 


France, i. 535, 592. On Attempt to invade Ireland, ii. 396. On motion to diſ- 
miſs Firſt Lord of the Treafury, ii. 542. On Report of Secret Committee, 
hi. 124. On Deciſion of Lord Lauderdale” 8 rr e ad « Rags. li. 
196. On Scotch Militia Bill, iii. 552. FR 

ee Sir enfants on the Nabe 1 I, 253. 
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GENERAL INDEX. 


— Hawkeſbury, Lord, on money ſent to the Emperor, i. 320. On M. de la Fay- 
ette's Impriſunment, i, 453. On his Majeſty's Declaration relative to abrupt Con- 


cluſion of Negotiation tor Peace with France, i, 559. On order of Council, it. 


154. On the Bank, ii. 252, 273, 400, 437. On State of Ireland, ii. 516. 
On Slave Trade, ii. 653. On Parliamentary Reform, iii. 288, On point of or- 
der, iii. 422. 


Heathcote, Sir Gilbert, on motion for diſmiſſal of Minifters, iii. 213. 


Hebhoufe, Mr. on Mer. ge and Addreſs relative to order of Council, ii. 106. 


On the Bank, ii. 400, 560, 653. On Neutral Cargoes, ili. 36. On Slave 
Trade, iii. 141. On Butchers' Meat Bill, iii. 197. On motion for Diſmiſſal of 


| Miniſters, it, 212. On addreſs relative to Mutiny, itt. 435. On Naval and Mi- 
litary Seduction Bill, i. 447. On Stamp Duty Bill, iii. 4755 476, 478. 


Hill, Sir Richard, on Parliamentary Reform, iti. 287. 

Heod, Lord, on motion of Thanks to en Sir John . 11. 224. On 
attempt to invade Ireland, 11. 384. TY 

Howe, Lord, on Mutiny of Scamen, in. 27, 29. 

Huſſey, Mr. on Army Eſtimates, i. 114. On funding Navy and Exchequet 
Bills, i. 130, 131, 147. On Corn diſtilled, i. 227. On India Budget, i. 523. 


On Navy Bills, i. 524, 536. On order of Council relative to Bank, i}, 114. On 


the Bank Indemnity Bill, ii, 557, 561. On Eighteen Million Loan Bill, iti. 410. 


On Bank, iti. 482, 492, 494- On Veterinary College, 1 ni. 504. On Inland 
Navigation "Os 11. 529. On Illegal Oaths, iii. 545. . 


| 7 I. and ]. | 
eff, Mr. N. on motion for diſmiſſing Miniſters, iii. 214. 


Fefe, Mr. on Cavalry Bill, i. 213. On Local Juriſdiction Bill, ii. 12. 
5 Quakers Bill, ii. 245. On Bill to prevent communication with mutinous 


Ships, iii, 451, 456. On Ship Owners? Bill, iii. 535, 550, 551. 


Feky!l, Mr. On Mc litary Interference, i. 330. On M. de la e i. 456. 
India Trade Bill, Counſel heard againſt it, iti. 601. | 


India Fudicature Bill, Counſel heard againſt it, 111. 602. 


Jaoliſfe, Mr. on Gamekeepers being enro!led in Supplementary Militia, i. 122, 
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228 On Attempt to invade Ireland, ii, 229, 364, 377. On State of Ixcland, 
11. 422. On motion for Peace, ii. 475. On motion tor Addreſs to diſmiſs Fir 


Lord of the Tre iſury, 11, 549- On RY of 1 iii. 27. On Difmiſſal of 
Miniſters, 111. 380. Rene 


Speaker, choice of, i. 2. | 
Speaber, The, in Houſe of Lords, on being approved by his Majeſty, | L 7. On 
Petitio s in Caſes of Election, i. 57, 120, 225. On order, i. 174, 638. 11. 145, 
350. On Breach of Privilege, i. 251. On Flint Election Petition, 11. 740. On 
Loyalty Loan Allowance Bill, wii. 414. 419, 421. States Mr, Hotſel's having 
ſent him a letter of intimation of a deſire to retire, iii. 567. On that chen, 

lil. 572. 

Speech from the Throne on op- ning Seſſion, i. 9. Ou cloſing 3 2985 14, 631. 

Stanley, Lord, on Cavalry Bill, i. 212. 

Steele, Mr. T humas, on ſecond Budget, it. 737. 

Stewart, Mr. Andrew, on Cavalry Bill, i. 214. 

Sturt, Mr. Moves for Papers, i. 119. On Cavalry Bill, i. 213. On A 
to invade Ireland, ii. 217. On motion for Diſmiſful of Miniſters, ini. 215. Ou 
Bill to prevent Intercourſe between the Mutinous Ships, iii. 458, 460. 

Suffolk, Earl of, Moves for Diſmiſſion of Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, ii. 537, 


- 542 On Loan Bill, iii. 49, 50, 53- On Augmentation of Scamen's Tap Billy | 
iii. 55, On DiſmiMal of Miniſters, ili. 304. | 


Supplementary Militia, Bills brought i in, 1. 121. 1 CRE, 

Surgeons? Bill, Council heard againſt it, ili. 486, 579. Debate on it, iii. TY 
Sydney, Lord Viſcount, on Meſſage from his Majeſty relative to abrupt Termina- 

tion of the Negotiation for Peace with France, i. 564. On motion of Thanks tg 

Sir John Jervis, ii. 227. Brings up Liſt of Committee to enquire into cauſes of 
order of Council, 11. 246. On Augmentation of Seamen's Pay Bill, iii. 37, 60. 


On late Attendance, ili. 152. On Bill to allow Roman Catholics to act as Officers 8 
in a the ee Militia, ili. 560. 


. 


Tarleton, General, on | Choics of a Speaker, i, 5. On Number of Seamen vo- 
ted i. 63. On Supplementary Corps to guard againſt Invaſion, i. 100, 106. On 
Army Eſtimates, i. 110, 113, 244. On Cavalry Bill, i. 193. Moves for Ac- 
counts, i. 236. On Supplementary Militia, i. 353. On the Reſult of the Cam- 
Paign, i. 496. On Treaſonable and Seditious Bills, i. 545. On his Majeſty's de- 
claration relative to breaking off of Negotiation with France, i. 559, 561. On 
Defence of the Nation, ii. 577. On Army Extraordinaries, ii. 636. On Remit- 
tances to Ireland, iii. 22. On Slave Trade, ii. 144. On Increaſe of Pay to the 


Army, iii. 248. On additional Allowance to Garriſon 1 1 ini. 502. On Al- 
lowances to Volunteer Cavalry, iii. 547. | | 


Taxes, i. 260. ili. $17. 

_ Taylor, Mr. M. A. on Army Eſtimates, i. 246. On Supplementary Militia, 

352. On Southwark Election, 426. On Diſmiſſal of Maniſters, iii. 210, 
Ol Bill to prevent Intercourſe with the Mutinous Ships, iii. 454. On Foreftalling 
Bill, iii. 497. 

Tbelluſſon, Mr. on Breach of Privilege, i. 293. On Southwark Election , 
1 Fe, 

Thornton, Mr. Samucl, on money advanced to the Emperor, i. 396, 475. On 
order of Council relative to the Bank, ii. 124. On the Bank, ii. 445, 564, 662. 
lit, 482. & 

T hurnton, Mr. Heu, on Southwark Election, l ji. 9. On Advances to the 
Emperor, ii. 591. On Finance, ili. 175. On New Bank, iii. 393. 

Thurlow, Lord, on Surgeons? Bill, ii. 464, 465, 466, 488, 611. | | 
TDitchſield, Marquis of, on Equal County Rate Bill for Middleſex, il. 708, 
ili. 30. 

Tierney, M.. On Southwark Election, il. 11. On Notes To ſmall Sums, ii. 
1370 


GENERAL INDEX, 


137. On the Bank, ii. 2.50, 402, 597. On Public Retrenchments, ii. 352. 
On Advances to the Emperor, ii. 591, 594. Preſents Petitions from Ship-build- 
ers, &c, againſt a Bill for allowing the building of Ships in India, iii. 38. On 
Eighteen Million Loan Bill, iii. 496. On Naval and Military Seduction Bill, ili. 
449. On Foreftalling Cattle, 1. 472, 498, 511. 
Townſend, Marquis, On ſtate of Ireland, ii. 424. On motion for Addreſs to 
diſmiſs Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, | 11. 543. On Breach of Privilege, it. 582. 
Treaty between his Majeſty and Landgrave of Heſſe Darmſtadt, Appendix, ii, 3. 
Turner, Sir Gregory Page, On Supplemental Corps to guard 380 ainſt Tavabotls 
i. 104. On ram * lit, 390. 


Vanſittart, Mr. on Canterbury Election, 11. 47. On Notes for ſmall Sums, 11. 


272. Butchers Meat Bill, iii. 197, 514. On g Million Loan ae 5 


di. 409. 
Viliars, Colonel, on Mien Interference, j. 346, 


Walpole, General, on order of Council relative to the Bank, 4 ii. 142. On Army 


Extraordinaries, ji. 657 On Maroon Negroes, ii. 640. 


Warwick, Earl of, on motion for Peace, li. 482. On motion to Amin Firſt 


Lord of che Treaſury, ii. 543. 
 Weftmireland, Earl of, on Ditmiſſal of Miniſters, i lit, 367- 
Ieſton, Mr. On motion for Peace, ii. 701. 


Whitbread, Mr. on Southwark Election, i. 238, 332, FS On Mefage no- 


Bfying abrupt Concluſion of Negot ation for Peace, i. 554. On Suoſidiary Treaty 
with Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt, i. 596. On Poor Bill, ii. 5, 62, 588. Enquiry 
into Conduct of Adminiſtggtion, ii. 63. On Bill reſpecting Notes for ſmall Sums, 
ii. 175. Oa Attempt to invade Ireland, ii. 191. On the Bank, ii. 449, 


525, 526. | | 
Wilberforce, Mr. on Army Eſtimates, i. 116. On Promulgation of Statutes, 


1. 189. On Cavalry Bill, i. 208, 542. On money ſent to the Emperor, i. 312, 


412. On M. de la Fayette's Impriſonment, i. 452, 453. On Quake's Bill, 
ii. 36. On Notes for {mall Sums, ii. 132. On order of Council, 152. On 


Slave Trade, ii. 404, 645. iti. 139. On the Bank, ii, 465. On Remittances to 


Ireland, iii. 21, 22. On Pariſh Lecturers, 111. 138. On India Company' s Oath 
Bill, iii 139. On St. Domingo, 111. 187. On Roman Catholics, Iii, 216, 498. 
On Foreſtalling Cattle, ili. 473. On Scotch Diſtilleries, iii. 490, 


Halo, Mr. on Game Laws, ili. 430. On Bill to allow the Holder of a Pro- 
miſſory Note to re- ſtamp it, iii. 496. On Inland Navigation Tax; iii. 529. On 


Bill to convene Parliament at ſhort Notice, ili. 606, 610. 
Mood, Colonel; on Defence of the Country, ii. 43, 568, 578. | 
Wycombe, Lord, on order of Council relative to an li. 109. On ſtate of 

Ireland, ii. 514. 

| Wye, Sir Watkhin N. "illiam, © on \ Southwark Election, i. 334. On Corn, i ii. 
567, 533, 656. On TRY iii. 62, 66, 70. * Mutiny on board the Fleet 


ill. 745 817 95, | 
*. 


Torte, Mr. interrupts Mr. Fox, i. 174. on money ſent to the Leber "| i. 


315. Calls Mr. Fox to order, i. 637, 639. On order of Council relative to ths 


Bank, ii. 111. On chuſing Committee to enquire into ſtate of the Nation, ii. 298, 
On Corn, ii. 567. On Mutiny on board the Fleet, iii. 74, 83. 


Wung, Sir William, On Militia Augmentation Bill, i. 191. Moves for Papers | 


relative to Port of London, i. 239. On Wet Docks, Il, 4 On Slave Trade, I, 
494. lil. 144. On Parliamentary Reform, ili. 297. 


— —_ a 


r 15 


rr. 


ꝓSCCFFFTPETFPTTC C TTP 


e — 2 * 
K 9 Xe * Sh” "fate r * Eras OE Feet Ss —.— * 
* — rk Fong CAN Denny ere ee, — WO RO. —— 8 . 


—j—— . CE ene man Ts Se IeaP - 
— —— — > 5 PR .- 
2 


n —  TULEIIS 


p 
CE r I ET AOEILEN DR 7 - —— — — —— 
= Oo ST er Suns ͤwüÄ ²˙L Do owuuoe oo > A DE —— — „ * 6 
— — — .- —— ——— ͤö— — —— —— — - — — ᷑———m— w—. 8 
r TEST rr — TOLL 


2 2 rr 
4 — 4 22 — FR _ » 

ade — 9729 3 — 7 — +> — 

n * * * 1 — — "AG as... = i 5 . 

8 —B * , W . _- —_— ay ** 

2 II 2 n 


' 
+ 
_ 
U 
\ 
oy 
7 — — ————— 
— —— — 
ͤ—— — SD — — 
7 — KI" 5 Was * n „ 1 
— — . - 3 7 rw * j - 3 * — » — RY — 
: - . - - 5 — - 8 — 2 — OM — 
i " - - 2G - — 8 — — . 7 
—— — Fa A PPP 


* — — _ 
—— vLr ——_— —— — - — — = - — 
———ñ̃ —————Ü—ä— —¾ 


. 
* 
” 
* 
' 
* 
" 
i 
. 
4 - 4 
. 
\ 
N 
— 
P 
. 
1 
„ 
. 
ful 
= 7 
4 
py p 
* 
. 
. 
% 
* * 
4 
. 
s 
* 
* 
, 
% 
1 
* 
. 
" 
4 
* 
0 
ol „* 
* 0 
4 
2 
* * 4 

„ 

F '*; 

.. n 
4 
- 
5 
> 
*X 


